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JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS, 

1777. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  h  1777. 
fiaolved.  That  2000  doUare  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  secret  cer- 
respundence ;  thej  to  be  accountable : 
That  150 dolkn  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war ;  thej  to  be  accoantable. 
Congress  being  informed  that  lieutenant-colonel  Bajlor,  one  of  general 
Washington's  aid-de-camps,  •  who  brought  the  despatches  from  general 
Washington,  read  jesterdaj,  was  at  the  door. 
Ordered,  That  he  be  admitted. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Baylor  being  accordingly  admitted,  gave  a  particular 
accoant  of  the  late  action  at  Trenton,  and  withdrew. 

Resolved^  That  a  horse,  properly  caparisoned  for  service,  be  presented  to 
lieutenant-colonel  Baylor,  ana  that  he  be  recommended  to  general  Wash- 
ington to  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  rc^ment  of  lisht-horse ;  and 
that  he  rank  with  colonel  Sheldon,  lately  appointed  to  the  like*  command, 
saving  to  colonel  Sheldon  any  preference  which  arises  from  the  senior  date 
of  his  commission. 

Resolvedj  That  18  79  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Walter  Stewart,  for  his 
expenses  in  going  to  Peeks-Kill  with  despatches  for  general  Lee« 

RnUvtdt  That  all  the  prisoners  now  in  the  town  of  Baltimore,  be  sent 
underaruard  to  Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there  closely  confined  in 
the  stockaded  fort,  erected  for  securing  prisoners ;  and  that  it  be  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  committee  of  inspection  of  Lancaster,  not  to  permit 
any  person  to  converse  with  them,  except  in  the  presence  of  the  officer  of 
theguani: 

Inat  the  committee  of  inspection  of  Baltimore,  be  requested  to  send  the 
prisoners  under  guard  to  Lancaster,  and  deliver  them,  with  a  copy  of  the 
above  resolution,  to  the  committee  of  that  borough. 

An  intercepted  letter  from  Patrick  Tonyn,  governor  of  East-Florida,  to 
the  rifht  hon.  lord  George  Germaine,  dated  St.  Augustine,  19lh  July,  1776« 
bong  laid  before  Congress, 

Re$olved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  president  and  council  of  the 
state  of  Georeia,  by  the  president  of  Congftss^  enclosing  a  copy  of  tiie  said 
intercepted  letter,  recommending  to  the  said  president  and  council,  that 
they  proceed  immediately  to  apprehend  and  secure  George  Mackintosh,  and 
take  such  other  effectual  measures,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  for  the 
ssfety  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
TVleseTeral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
'to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


THURSDAY,  January  2, 1777. 

A  fflemorial  from  Thomas  Irving,  a  prisoner  of  war  now  in  Baltimore,  was 
presented  to  Congress,  and  read,  praying  that  he  be  set  at  liberty,  or  allowed 
to  proceed  on  his  return  to  Carolina,  agreeable  to  a  permission  granted  him 
by  governor  Trumbull : 

Re^olved^  That  the  said  Thomas  Irving  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  South- 
Carolina,  under  his  present  parole,  to  be,  when  he  arrives  there,  under  the 
direction  of  governor  Rutleoge,  or  the  executive  power  of  that  state. 
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The  secret  committee  having  informed  Congress  that  the  Lexington  was 
arrived  at  the  port  of  Baltimore,  with  a  number  of  sailors  (prisoners)  and  a 
French  gentleman,  who  was  come  to  offer  his  service  to  Congress, 

Resolved^  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  take  into  considera^?  > 
tion  the  case  of  sailors  taken  prisoners,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress : 

That  the  French  gentleman,  arrived  in  ^e  Lexington,  be  referred  for  ex- 
amination to  general  Gates. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  memorial  of  colonel  Antil  was  referred, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  colonel  Samuel  Patterson,  at  Christiana  bridge,  be  autho- 
rized to  muster  such  companies  of  colonel  Hazen's  battalion  as  shall  march 
by  that  place  in  their  way  to  Philadelphia ;  and  to  deliver  to  such  companies 
as  man  J  arms  as  they  may  have  occasion  for: 

That  Mr.  Robert  Dill  be  appointed  pay-master  to  colonel  Hazen's  battalion. 

Resohfdj  That  Mr.  Sergeant  and  Mr.  Wolcott  be  added  to  the  marine 
committee,  in  the  room  of  the  members  from  New-Jersey  and  Connecticut, 
who  are  absent. 

Resolved^  That  general  Washin^on  be  directed  to  propose  an  exchange 
of  the  six  Hessian  field-officers,  taken  at  Trenton,  for  general  Lee* 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  3,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  general  Washington,  at  New-town ;  and  one, 
of  the  dOth  and  3 1st  December,  from  Messrs.  Morris,  Clymer  and  Walton^ 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  latter  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Kennon ;  and  that  two  members  be  added  to  that  committee,  and  that 
they  meet,  and  proceed  on  the  business,  and  report  to  Congress  as  soon  as 
possible : 

The  members  added,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Chase. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major  Ottendorf,  was  read^  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

The  delegates  from  Connecticut  produced  the  credentials  of  their  re-ap- 
pointment, which  were  read  as  follows : 

"  State  of  Connecticut.  Jit  a  Oeneral  Jiasembly  of  the  Governor  and 
Companv  of  the  State  of  Connecticut ,  in  America^  holden  at  Mw-Haven, 
on  the  2d  Thursday  of  October,  anno  Domini  1776. 

Resolved  by  this  assembly.  That  Roger  Sherman,  Samuel  Huntington, 
Eliphalet  Dyer,  Oliver  Wolcott,  Richard  Law,  and  William  Williams, 
esqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  Appointed  delegates  to  represent  this  state 
at  the  general  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  America,  tor  the  year  ensu- 
ing-: and,  until  new  be  chosen,  any  or  either  of  them  who  shall  be  present  in 
said  Congp^ss,  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  represent  this 
state  in  said  Congress ;  to  consult,  advise,  and  resolve  upon  measures  ne- 
cessary to  be  taken  and  pursued  for  the  defence,  security,  and  preservation 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  said  United  States,  and  for  their  common 
safetjr.  And  of  such  their  proceedings  and  resolves,  they  do  transmit  au- 
thentic copies,  from  time  to  time,  to  tne  eeneral  assembly  of  this  state. 
''A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by 

«  GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secretary.'* 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  propose  and  conclude 
with  general  Howe  an  agreement,,  whereby  those  who  are  or  may  be  made 
prisoners  by  the  enemy,  may  be  supplied  with  provisions,  and  other  necessa- 
ries, at  the  expense,  or  on  the  cvedit,  of  the  United  States. 
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Bfsolvedt  That  general  Washington  be  desired  to  offer;  in  exchange,  one 
of  the  Hessian  field-officers,  latelj  taken,  for  colonel  Ethan  Allen. 

Resolved^  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq. 
eommissary  general,  the  sum  of  300,000  dollars,  bj  an  order  on  such  of  the 
comfflissioners  of  the  loan-offices  in  New-England,  as  shall  be  in  cash  at  the 
time  (^  the  draught ;  the  said  commissarj  general  to  be  accountable. 

[«Vote.]  The  president  drew  an  order  in  favor  of  colonel  Trumbull, 
On  the  commissioner  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  150,000  dollars. 

On  the  commissioner  of  Conn^ticut.  150,000  dollars. 

300,000 

Whereas  Conmss  hath  received  information  that  the  honontble  Richard 
Stockton,  esq.  of  New-Jersey,  and  a  member  of  this  Congress,  hath  been 
made  a  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  and  that  he  hath  been  ignominiously  thrown 
into  a  common  gaol,  and  there  detained ; 

JUsdvedf  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  make  immediate  en- 
ouiry  into  the  truth  of  this  report,  and  if  he  finds  reason  to  believe  it  well 
rounded,  that  he  send  a  flag  to  general  Howe,  remonstrating  against  this  de- 
parture from  that  hunuine  procedure  whicli  has  marked  the  conduct  of  these 
atates  to  prisoners,  who  have  fallen  into  their  hands ;  and  to  know  of  general 
Howe,  wnether  he  chooses  this  shall  be  the  future  rule  for  treatins;  all  such, 
on  both  sides,  as  the  fortune  of  war  may  place  in  the  hands  of  either  party. 

Resolved^  That  Dr.  Brownson  and  Dr.  Elmer  be  added  to  the  medical 
committee. 

Besohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revise  the  articles 
of  war,  and  report  what  additions  and  alterations  ought,  in  their  opinion,  to 
be  made  therein : 

The  members  elected,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Clark. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

A^oumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  January  4, 1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  appeal  against  the 
sentence  on  the  Ubcl,  '^  John  Craig,  versus  brig  Richmond,  &c."  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  27th  of  November  last,  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine an  appeal ;  and  that  Mr.  Sergeant  and  Mr.  EUery  be  added  to  the  said 
committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  Paine. 

Besolved,  That  Benjamin  Brannon  be  appointed  a  signer  of  the  continen- 
tal bills  of  credit 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  army,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
iras  read,  and  referred  to  the  meaical  committee. 

JResolved,  That  Gerard  Hopkins,  son  of  Richard,  be  appointed  a  deputy 
quarter-master. 

Bemdvedj  That  an  anditpr  of  accounts  be  appointed  in  the  room  of  Thomas 
Smith,  esq.  who  is  appointed  a  commissioner  ot  the  loan -office  for  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Samuel  Downe,  esq.  was  elected. 

Tht  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Aid'oamed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

MONDAY,  January  6,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  Ist,  from  general  Washin^on ;  one,  of  the  2d  and  3d, 
from  the  committee  of  Congress,  in  Philadelphia;  one,  of  the  1st,  from  W. 
Palfrey  to  Richard  Peters,  secretary  at  war ;  one,  of  the  same  date,  from  Mr. 
Palfirey  to  Congress ;  one,  of  the  S  1st  of  December,  from  Carpenter  Whar- 
ton ;  one,  of  the  dd,  from  general  Putnam,  with  a  Utter  to  him  enclosed  from 
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adjutant  general  Reed ;  and  one,  of  the  4th,  from  George  Morgan,  with  sun- 
drj  papers  enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  Mr.  Palfrey  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treasury. 

Resolved,  That  70,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Joseph  Pennel,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lajing  up  magazines  of  provisions,  and  charged  to  the  account  of 
Carpenter  Wharton  ;  and  that  Mr.  Pennel  be  directed,  in  making  the  pur- 
chase, so  to  conduct  himself,  as  not  to  bid  upon>  others  purchasing  for  the 
continent. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  George  Morgan,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Thornton, 
who  are  directed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Morgan. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  eeneral  Schuyler's  letters  be  authorized 
to  employ  persons  to  contract  with  tne  owners  of  founderies  for  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  cannon,  for  the  fortresses  at  or  near  Ticonderoga. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  send  an  express,  to  hasten 
the  march  of  colonel  Mackaj's  battalion,  and  the  troops  who  have  joined 
him,  to  Philadelphia,  or  to  ^neral  Washington's  army ;  and  also  to  send  an 
express,  to  hasten  up  tlie  light-horse  from  Virginia,  desiring  the  command- 
inj^  officer  not  to  delay  their  march  on  account  of  any  prisoners  he  may  have 
with  him ;  but,  leaving  them  in  some  secure  place,  to  proceed  with  his  troops* 
with  all  possible  despatch,  by  forced  marches,  to  join  general  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be  de- 
sired to  administer  an  oath  to  Samuel  Downe,  esq.  one  of  the  commissioners 
for  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  army,  under  the  command  of  general 
Washington,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  give  him  a  certificate 
thereof. 

Congress  being  informed  that  major-general  Lee  hath,  since  his  captivity, 
been  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  provost,  instead  of  being  entailed  on 
his  parole,  according  to  the  humane  practice  that  has  taken  place  with  officers 
of  tne  enemy  who  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  American  troops ;  a 
treatment  totally  unworthy  of  that  gentleman's  eminent  qualifications,  and 
his  rank  in  the  service  of  tliese  United  States,  and  strongly  indicative  of 
farther  injuries  to  his  person : 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  send  a  flag  to  general 
Howe,  and  inform  him,  that,  should  the  proffered  exchange  of  general  Lee 
for  six  Hessian  field-officers  not  be  accepted,  and  the  treatment  of  him,  as 
above  mentioned,  be  continued,  the  principles  of  retaliation  shall  occasion 
five  of  the  said  Hessian  field-officers,  together  with  lieutenant-colonel 
Archibald  Campbell,  or  any  other  officers  that  are,  or  shall  be,  in  our  pos- 
session, equivalent  in  number  or  quality,  to  be  detained,  in  order  that  the 
same  treatment  which  general  L^e  shall  receive,  may  be  exactly  inflicted 
upon  their  persons.  • 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  coun- 
cil of  Massachusetts-jBay,  and  that  they  be  desired  to  detain  lieutenant- 
colonel  Campbell,  and  keep  him  in  safe  custody  till  the  farther  order  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  tnat  a  copy  be  also  sent  to  the  committee'of  Congress,  in  Phila- 
delphia; and  that  they  be  desired  to  have  the  pnsonei-Sy  ofncers  and  pri- 
Tates,  lately  taken,  properly  secured  in  some  safe  place. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  the  seamen  who  will  en- 
gage to  serve  on  board  the  continental  frigate  Virginia,  the  same  to  be  dedact- 
ed  out  of  their  share  of  die  prizes  taken  by. the  said  frigate. 

The  medical  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY,  January  7,  1777- 

A  letter,  of  th^  6th,  from  J.  F.  C.  Lignet,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
medical  committee. 

A  petition  from  Elizabeth  Garrin  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  delegates 
of  Maryland; 

JUsolved^  That  the  delegates  of  Maryland  and  Mr.  Witherspoon  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  case  of  the  prisoners  in  Baltimore. 

Jltsolvedy  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  the  men  on  board  the 
Lexington,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  services,  in  rescuing  from  the  enemy,  and 
bringing  in,  the  Lexington. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  should  be  advanced  to  Mr. 
John  Doughty,  for  his  expenses  in  conveying  loan-office  certificates  from 
Hartford  to  tlie  several  commissioners  of  the  Ibanroffices  in  New-England^     - 
the  sum  of  106.60  dollars;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  Richard  Dorsey  and  Larkin  Dorsey,  to 

{mrchase  horses,  and  for  their  expenses  as  an  escort  to  John  Doughty,  with 
oan -office  certificates  to  New-England,  the  sum  of  400  dollars ;  they  to  be 
accountable. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jfliittary  8,  1777. 

Aletter,  of  the  5th,  from  the  committee  of  Congress  in  Philadelphia,  was 
read: 

Hesolvedt  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  propose  to  general  Howe, 
an  exchange  of  lieutenant-colonel  Gezeau,  a  French  gentleman  taken  with 
general  Lee,  and  said  to  be  then  on  his  journey  to  solicit  a  commission  from 
Congress,  for  an  officer  of  equal  rank,  or  take  such  other  measures  as  shall 
be  effectual  to  obtain  his  release. 

The  committee  of  treasury  laid  before  Congress  a  farther  list  of  persons 
recommended  by  the  treasurer  to  sign  the  bills  of  credit,  who  were  approved 
of,  and  are  as  follows :  William  Gibson,  John  Philpot,  Richara  John8> 
Robert  Dorse?,  and  Mark  Alexander. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  letter  from  William 
Kennon  to  general  Lee,  relatire  to  magazines  of  provisions  laid  up  by  tho 
said  William  Kennon,  in  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  it  is 
said,  by  order  of  general  Lee,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  president  of  the  state  of  South- 
Carolina,  and  to  the  president  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  to  appoint  proper 
persons  to  enquire  what  quantity  of  provisions  have  been  storea  by  William 
Kennon  for  the  public  use,  a^eeable  to  engagements  made  with  general  Lee ; 
and  that  thev  taxe  such  provisions  off  Mr.  Kennon's  hands,  allowing  him  the 
price  thereof,  if  they  judge  it  reasonable,  with  an  adequate  recompense  for 
bis  trouble  and  expenses ;  that  they  fulfil  any  engagements  he  may  oe  under» 
by  baving  pledged  his  credit,  they  receiving  the  provisions  for  which  such 
eng^ments  have  been  made.  That  the  presidents  of  the  said  states  also 
appofflt  commissaries  to  remove  such  provisions  as  are  fit  for  use,  to  places 
of  safety,  and  to  make  returns,  as  soon  as  may  be,  of  the  quantity  and  cost 
thereof:  tliat  the  presidents  of  those  states  also  certify  to  the  continental 
treasury-office,  the  amount  of  the  said  William  Kennon's  demand  against 
the  continent,  and  that  it  be  paid  to  the  said  William  Kennon  accordingly, 
or  to  any  other  applying  in  his  behalf,  properly  empowered  for  that  purpose.  , 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  of  George  Morgian  was  referred, 
liroaght  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That,  pursuing  the  idea  of  Conzress  for  quickly  reinforcing  the 
arm  J,  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  desired,  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Presiaent, 
to  order  col.  Wood's  and  the  West-Augusta  battalions  to  march  immediatelj 
by  the  nearest  routs  to  join  gen.  Washington  in  New-Jersej;  learing  re- 
cruiting officers  behind  to  complete  the  battalions,  if  the j  are  not  amadj 
full,  and  to  follow  on  with  their  recruits  : 

That  for  the  defence  of  the  western-frontiers  of  Virginia  against  Indian 
incursions,  the  forts  Pitt  and  Randolph  be  each  garrisoned  at  continental 
expense,  with  a  company  of  100  men,  commanded  by  one  captain,  two 
lieutenants,  one  ensign,  and  the  usual  inferior  non-commissioned  officers: 

That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  appoint  and  commissionate, 
with  continental  commissions,  the  proper  officers  to  recruit  and  command 
said  companies,  and  that  the  men  be  inlisted  during  the  war: 

That  provision  for  2000  men,  sis  months,  be  laid  in  at  Fort-Pitt,  to  be  in 
readiness,  if  it  should  become  necessary,  to  chastise  Indian  irruptions,  by 
going  to  their  towns : 

Tnat  100  bushels  of  salt  be  ordered  by  tlie  secret  committee  from  the  con- 
tinental stock,  for  the  purpose  of  curing  said  provisions : 

That  as  many  boats  and  proper  vessels  be  procured,  as  may  be  sufficient 
for  conveying  1500  men,  with  their  provisions,  from  Pittsburg,  to  Hockhock- 
ing ;  and  that  they  be  kept  in  readiness  at  Pittsburg: 

That  the  goods  mentioned  in  Mr.  Morgan's  letter,  be  purchased,  and 
brought  down  to  this  place  immediately,  except  the  powder  and  lead,  which 
may  remain  at  Pittsburg,  for  public  use  in  that  quarter : 

That  the  sum  of  4500  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Morgan  on  account,  for 
the  following  uses,  viz. 

For  expenses  incurred  by  order  of  the  commissioners,  2  600 

For  contingent  expenses  of  his  department  until  June  next,  600 

Various  charges  and  expenses  in  transporting  goods,  600 

For  purchasing  provisions  and  casks  for  packing,  &c.  2700 

4500 

That  Mr.  Morgan  be  authorized  to  draw  a  bill  on  the  president  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  amount  of  the  goods  already  mentioned,  which  he  estimates  at 
4  or  5000  dollars : 

That  Mr.  Morgan  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  on  the  continental 
establishment : 

Tl)at  John  Femee  be  paid  the  sum  of  50  dollars,  for  a  wa^n -horse,  stolen 
from  him  by  the  Seneca  Indians,  as  he  returned  from  the  late  treaty  at 
Pittsburg : 

That  colonel  Morgan  appoint  a  proper  person  deputy-commissary,  for 
providing  and  taking  care  of  the  provisions  for  the  garrisons  upon  the* west- 
ern-frontiers  of  Virginia,  and  to  take  care  of  the  provisions  and  other  con- 
tinental stores,  laid  up  at  those  places,  for  Indian  expeditions,  and  other 
public  purposes ;  and  the  said  commissary  is  directed  to  receive  the  provi- 
sions, and  fulfil  the  contracts  made  by  the  government  of  Virginia,  for  vic- 
tualling and  supporting  said  western  garrisons : 

The  committee  of  treasury  report,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Peter  Galloway,  for  riding  express  to  Frederick  and  Annapolis,  in, 
Maryland,  the  sum  of  15.30  dollars: 

To  John  Biddle,  fi)r  furnishing  provisions  to  men,  women  and  children, 
prisoners,  at  Reading,  333.80  dollars : 

They  farther  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  Robert  Jew- 
ell, for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  in  the  new  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  and 
for  the  salary  of  himself  and  two  assistants,  &c.  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to 
1 783.57  dollars ;  of  which  he  has  received  the  president's  warrant  for  SOQ 
dollars ;  and  that  there  remains  a  balance  due  to  him  of  1283.57  dollars : 
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That  there  is  due  to  the  hon.  Roger  ShermaD,  esq.  for  monej  advanced 
bj  him  to  Andrew  Gillmaii»  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Penobscot  Indians* 
who  joined  general  Washington,  48.30  dollars,  the  said  Gillman  to  be  ac- 
coantable : 

ThtLi  there  is  due  to  the  hon.  Samuel  Chace,  esq.  the  sum  of  400  dollars. 
SOO  of  which  sum  was  advanced  bj  him  to  capt.  Levin  Winder,  for  the  ex- 
pense of  convejins  the  North-Carolinia  prisoners  to  Baltimore,  and  £00  doN 
lars  advanced  to  Mountjoy  Bailj,  for  the  expense  of  Jersey  prisoners  from 
Philadelphia  to  Fredericktown ;  tnesaid  Winder  and  Bailj  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THTTRSDAY,  January  9,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  Udny  Hay,  esq.  be  appointed  a  lieutenant-colonel  by  bre- 
yet,  and  assistant  deputy  quarter-master  general,  and  stationed  at  Ticon* 
deroga: 

That  William  Claijon,  secretary  to  general  Gates,  be  appointed  interpre- 
ter for  the  northern  department,  and  that  there  be  allowed  him,  as  secre- 
tary and  interpreter,  the  pay  of  66  dollars  per  month : 

the  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  the  North-Carolina  prisoners  was 
referred,  brouriit  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedt  liiat  a  good  and  convenient  house,  if  possible,  be  provided  for 
their  reception ;  that  they  be  put  upon  their  parole,  and  that  an  oath  be  ad- 
ministered to  them,  after  the  manner  used  in  Scodand  ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  that  a  seijeant's  guard  be  kept  at  the  house,  to  prevent  all  suspicion  of 
improper  intercourse  with  them : 

That  captt  John  Mackenzie,  who  was  enlarged  upon  his  parole  several 
months  ago,  and  has  since  resided  in  Oonnegall,  in  Pennsylvania,  be  per- 
mitted to  go  home  to  his  family,  he  givins  his  oath  to  do  nothing  to  the  pre-^ 
jadice  of  die  American  states,  or  any  oithem,  and  finding  security  in  the 
sum  of  J^OO,  to  observe  this  engagement,  as  also,  that  he,  himself,  shall  pre- 
sent this  resolution  to  the  executive  powersof  North-Carolina,  for  their  con- 
carrence,  and  be  entirely  subject  to  tneir  directions. 

Re9olvedt  That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Lee  for  the  use  of 
the  liffht'borse  under  his  command,  on  their  march  from  Virginia  to  join 
genenu  Washington  %  the  said  captain  Lee  to  account  with  the  pay-master 
general  for  the  expenditure. 

Conmss  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  medical  commit- 
tee; Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  John  Morsan,  director-general,  and  Dr.  Samuel  String- 
er, director  of  the  hospital  in  uie  northern  department  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  dismissed  from  any  farther  service 
in  said  offices : 

That  the  directors  of  the  military  hospitals  throughout  the  army,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  hospital  and  regimental  surgeons  in  each  department,  make 
retams  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  the  kind  and  quantity  of  me- 
dioMs^  instruments,  and  hospital -furniture  that  remain  on  hand. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  tnc  committee  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  en- 
closing one,  of  the  5th,  from  seneral  Putnam,  at  Bristol,  and  a  copy  of  one, 
of  the  4th,  from  major  A.  Hubley  at  Bordentown,  were  read,  anti  referred 
to  the  committee  of  intelligence  ; 

One,  of  the  18th  of  December,  1776,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Heeolved,  That  the  president  be  desired  to  write  to  the  executive  powers 
ef  the  different  Unitea  States,  requesting  that  they  will,  as  soon  as  possible. 
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inform  CongresH,  what  success  the  officers  in  their  respective  states  have 
met  with,  in  raising  the  troops,  required  bj  the  resolve  of  the  I6th  of  Sep- 
tember last. 

The  delegates  froijn  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Baj,  laid  before  Congress 
credentials  of  their  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

•*  In  Council,  December  10,  1776. 

*<  Whereas  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Elbrid^e  Gerry,  Francis  Dana,  and  James  Lovell,  esqrs.  have  been 
chosen,  bj  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houses  of  assembly,  to  represent  the  state 
of  Massachusetts*Baj,  in  New-England,  in  the  American  Congress,  until 
the  first  day  of  January,  1778: 

"  Resolved^  That  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  fully.em- 
powered,  with  the  delegates  from  the  other  American  States,  to  concert, 
direct  and  order  such  farther  measures,  as  shall  to  them  appear  best  calcu- 
lated for  tlie  establishment  of  right  and  liberty  to  the  American  states,  upon 
a  basis  permanent  and  secure  against  the  power  and  art  of  the  British  ad- 
ministration ;  for  prosecuting  the  present  war,  concludmg  peace,  contract- 
ing alliances,  establishing  commerce,  and  guarding  against  any  future  en- 
croachments and  machinations  of  their  enemies,  with  power  to  adjourn  to 
such  times  and  places,  as  shall  appear  most  conducive  to  the  public  safety 
and  advanti^e.  And  the  secretary  is  hereby  directed,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  signify  to  each  of  those  gentlemen  their  appointment,  with  an  attested 
copy  of  this  resolve. 

"Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

"JOHN  AVERY,  Dtp.  Secreiury.^ 

**  Intue  House  of  Representatives,  December  10,  1776. 

«'  Read  and  concurred, 

,      "  SAM.  YREEMAS,  Speaker  pro.  tern. 
«*  Consented  to  by  the  major  part  of  the  council. 

*<'A  true  copy,  JOHN  AVERY,  Dep.  Secretary:^ 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Brownson  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine 
committee : 

That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  regulating  the  several 
boards  of  business : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Hey  ward. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  letter  from  the 
committee  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  relative  to  the  means  of  procuring 
provisions  in  the  middle  and  southern  states,  for  the  supply  of  the  conti- 
nental army,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  executive  pow- 
ers of  Georgia,  South -Carolina,  North-Carolina,  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  im- 
mediately to  appoint  suitable  persons,  to  purchase  and  collect  such  quanti- 
ties of  beef  ana  pork  as  they  have  or  can  obtain  salt  to  cure ;  that  each  state, 
shall  make  use,  not  only  of  the  salt  within  its  own  limits,  Irat  shall  have  re- 
course to  its  neighbors,  either  by  bringing  salt  from  them,  or  sending  their 
live  hogs  and  cattle  to  be  killed  and  salted  there.  That  the  persons  employ- 
ed to  execute  this  business,  be  directed  to  make  use  of  thct  utmost  econo- 
my, and  cautiously  avoid  bidding  upon  each  other,  whereby  great  injury  hatii 
already  been  done  to  the  public. 

That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  the  executive  powers  of  the  several  states, 
above-mentioned,  would  do  well  to  limit  the  prices  of  the  said  articles,  and 
not  suSer  persons  employed  in  purchasing,  to  exceed  them  ;  and  that  the 
purchasers  should  be  paid  a  reasonable  commission  upon  the  porchaseSy  in 
order  to  stimulate  them  to  be  active  and  industrious : 
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That  the  provisions  be  stored  in  secure  magazines,  convenient  for  trans- 
portation ;  and  that  the  several  states,  whom  this  resolve  is  intended  par- 
ticularij  to  effect,  may  more  effectuallj  co-operate  to  accomplish  this  im- 
portant purpose,  it  is  recommended  to  the  said  executive  powers,  that  they 
confer  toeether  by  epistolary  correspondence,  or  such  other  manner  as  they 
BMf  think  best,  in  order  to  pursue  some  general  and  beneficial  plan,  in 
which  they  may  be  mutually  useful  to  each  other : 

That  the  president  communicate  to  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  commissary- 
seneral,  such  part  of  the  committee's  letter  as  relates  to  Carpenter  Wharton : 
That  it  be  recommended  to  the  secret  committee  to  fall  upon  some  expe- 
dient immediately,  to  supply  the  state  of  North-Carolina  with  salt,  for  the 
porpose  of  carrying  the  fore^ing  resolution  into  effect. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  10, 1777. 

A  petition  from  William  Gfroddard,  and  one  from  Elisha  Painter,  were 
read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Besolvedf  That  60,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Maryland  for 
public  services,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Resolived,  That  300,000  dollars  be  sent  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.  deputy 
pay -master  fl;eneral  in  the  eastern  department,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
bounties  and  defraying  the  expenses  of  raising  the  new  levies  in  that  de- 
partment. 

Resolved,  That  16,666.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Georgia, 
for  the  use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  John  Dorsey  and  Edward  Gater  be  appointed  signers  of 
Ae  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  those  already  appointed. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  the  means  of  supporting  the  credit 
of  the  continental  currency ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  tnereon,  the  presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  that  the  committee  have 
bad  under  consideration  the  matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come 
to  a  conclusion,  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  consideration,  the  state  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  the  means  of  supporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency : 

That  600  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Ottendorf,  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
eraitiog  his  independent  company  of  150 ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  January  11, 1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  determination  on  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial, 
passed  on  colonel  Donald  Campbell,  be  referred  to  general  Gates  for  his  ap- 
probation or  disapprobation ;  any  thing  in  a  former  resolve,  referring  it  to 
g^nenl  Schuyler,  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

Resohed,  That  266  60  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  John  Jamison,  and 
S66  60  dollars  to  major  Theodorick  Bland,  both  of  the  li^t-horse  fromVir- 
gmia,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  troops  under  their  comipand ;  they 
to  be  accountable. 

That  1066  60  dollars  be  advanced  to  Henry  Kollingsworth,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  troops  from  Virginia  on  their  march  to  Philadelpnia ; 
ne  to  be  accountable. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress,  tiiat  several  persons,  disaffected  to  the 
American  cause,  have,  through  inadvertence,  been  employed  as  deputy  post- 
VoL.  II.  2  ^ 
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masters  and  post-riders ;  which,  if  true,  must  be  attended  with  the  most 
mischievous  effects ; 

Resolved^  That  the  post-master  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
transmit  to  Congress,  a  list  of  names  of  the  persons  so  employed,  and  bj 
whose  recommendation  they  were  introduced,  that  Conj^ress  may  consider, 
find,  if  necessary,  take  order  therein ;  and  that  he  assign  reasons  why  th« 
late  resolves  of  Congress,  for  regulating  the  post-office,  are  not  carried  miM 
execution. 

Resolved,  That  an  agent  be  appointed  for  transactins;  business  betweem 
the  United  States  and  the  several  Indian  nations  and  tribes  in  Nova-Scotia, 
and  the  country  to  the  northward  and  eastward  thereof;  and  that  Tuesdaj 
next  be  assigned  for  electing  one. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  resolution 
for  regulating  the  impressing  of  wagons  and  horses  for  the  public  service  t 

The  members  elected,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Witherspoon 
and  Mr.  Adams. 

An  appeal  beinu;  lodged  against  a  sentence  passed  in  the  court  of  admiralty 
for  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  on  the  libel  of  Job  Pierce  vs.  the  brig  Phcenix: 

Ordered^  That  the  hearing  and  determining  the  said  appeal  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  4th  instant. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  January  IS,  \777. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Pluckemin,  in  New- 
Jerse;^ ;  one,  of  the  Tth  and  8th,  from  the  committee  of  Congress  at  Phila- 
delphia ;  one,  of  the  SOth  December,  17^76,  from  general  Schuyler  at  Albany ; 
one,  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  from  Richard  Varick,  with  the  returns 
of  the  ffarrisons  at  and  near  Ticonderoga ;  one,  of  the  28th  of  the  same  month, 
from  the  convention  of  New-York,  wi£  sundry  papers  enclosed ;  one,  of  the 
6th  instant,  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania ;  one,  of  the  1st  from 
J.  Trumbull,  junior ;  and  one  of  the  23d  of  December,  from  governor 
Trumbull,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  be  referred  to  the  com- 
n^ittee  on  the  northern  army: 

That  the  letter  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  be  referred  to 
'the  cannon -committee: 

That  the  letter  from  J.  Trumbull,  jun.  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury : 

That  the  rest  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  40  blankets  be  delivered  by  tlie  secret  committee  to  lieu- 
tenant Alexander  Spotswood  Dandridge,  of  captain  Lewellin  Jones's  troop  oC 
Yinzinia  horse,  for  tne  use  of  the  said  troop. 

JResolved,  That  100  dollars  be  paid  to  vValter  Cruise,  and  100  dollars  to 
Richard  Carpenter,  who  have  been  long  detained  prisoners  by  ^e  enemy» 
and  cruelly  treated  by  them ;  and  that  they  be  recommended  to  genend 
WTashington  to  be  employed  in  the  service  trf'the  United  States,  in  such  way 
as  he  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Comress  at  Philadelphia,  be  empowered 
to  purchase  the  prize  sloop  of  war,  taken  by  the  Andrew  Dori^,  virith  her  guns, 
apparel  and  furniture,  and  fit  her  out  as  a  continental  cruiser. 

Resolvedj  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war : 

The  meinber  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions,  lately  passed  respecting  the 
northern  army,  be  made  out,  and  delivered  to  general  Gates,  to  be  by  hua 
carried  to  general  Schuyler. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  fur- 
ther consideration  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  the  means  of  supportiDi^ 
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the  credit  of  the  continental  currency ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 
the  president  reanmed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  that  .the  commit- 
tee nave  had  under  consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  hate 
made  &rther  progress,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclasbn,  desired  leave  to 
rit  again. 

Jimolved,  That  Congress  wilU  to-morrow,  resolve  itseFf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration,  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
means  of  ~supportine  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency. 

Resolved^  That  me  board  of  war  be  directed  to  send  the  prisoners,  wlio 
are  at  the  guard-house,  to  Ijeesburg,  in  Virginia,  there  to  be  delivered  to  the 
committee  of  that  town,  who  are  desired  to  have  them  securely  confined  tilt 
fiuiher  orders. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  lately  appointed  to  hear  appeals,  be  em- 
powered to  take  the  depositioil  of  — —  Coffin,  who  is  obligea  to  go  to  sea 
this  evening,  there-  being  no  magistrate  in  this  town  to  take  his  deposition. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  reterred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morruw. 

TUESDAY,  January  14,  1777. 

Restdved,  That  William  Young  and  George  Patterson  be  appointed  signers 
•f  tiie  bills  of  credit  in  addition  to  those  already  appointed. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  was  referred, 
lironght  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Ruohed,  That'  Messrs^  Morris,  Clymer,  and  Walton,  be  directed,  with 
all  possible  despatch,  to  procure,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  or  New  Jer- 
sey, and  send  to  Albany,  three  tons  of  steel  and  five  tons  of  nail  rods«  for  the 
use  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department : 

^  Tkat  Congress  approve  of  general  Schuyler's  design  of  building  five  or 
six  flat  bottomed  boats,  of  considerable  force,  for  the  guard  of  lak^  George, 
so  contrived  as  to  carry  fiour,  and  other  provisions,  as  occasion  may  require  : 

That  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  northern  army, 
give  such  instructions  to  the  regimental  pay-masters  as  he  shall  judge  neces- 
sary, and  tranvnit  a  copy  thereof  to  Congress; 

'Fbat  the  it.edical  committee  provide  a  suitable  assortment  of  medicine^^ 
and  send  them  to  the  hospital  in  the  northern  army,  with  all  possible  des- 
fMitch,  together  with  other  necessaries  for  tlie  sick ;  and  that  the  list  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Stringer,  in  a  paper.  No.  1,  enclosed  in  general  Schuyler's 
letter,  be  committed  to  them : 

That  Dr.  Potts  be  directed  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga  without  delay : 

That '  Dr.  Stringer  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Dr.  Potts,  such  mediciftes^ 
and  other  medrcai  stores,  as  may  be  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  continent* 

Resolved^  That*  the  light  horse  from  Virginia  be  taken  into  continental 
pay,  and  put  upon  the  continental  establishment ;  that  their  pay  commence 
mMon  the  25th  of  November  last ;  and  that  the  state  of  Virginia  be  reimbursed 
for  the  horses  and  furniture  oi  the  said  troops : 

That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  Theodorick  Bland,  esq.  major  of  the 
•qiQidron  of  light  horse  from  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  said  squadron,  he  to 
W  accountable : 

Tbat  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Gerard  Hopkins,  son  of  Richard,  quar- 
fer-roaster,  for  the  public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
an  agent  for  the  Indians,  in  Nova-Scotia,  and  the  tribes  to  the  northward  and 
eastward  thereof;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 
John  Allen,  esq.  was  elected. 

Reiohed,  I1iat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  instractions 
for  Mr.  Allen : 
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The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr*  Wolcott,  and  Mr.  Thornton. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther 
consideration  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  the  means  of  supporting  the  cre- 
dit of  the  continental  currency ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the 
president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  that  thej  having  had 
under  consideration  the  matters  to  them  referreo,  had  come  to  sundry  reso^ 
lutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report  whenever  the  house  should  be  ready 
to  receive  them : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  now  received. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read,  was  agreed  to  a» 

follows,  VIZ. 

Whereas  the  continental  money  ought  to  be  supported,  at  the  full  value 
expressed  in  the  respective  bills,  by  the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  for  whoee 
benefit  they  were  issued,  and  who  stand  bound  to  redeem  the  same,  accord- 
ing to  the  like  value ;  and  the  pernicious  artifices  of  the  enemies  of  Ameri- 
can liberty  to  impair  the  credit  of  the  said  bills,  by  raising  the  nominal  value 
of  gold  and  silver,  or  any  other  species  of  money  whatsoever,  ought  to  be 
guarded  against  and  prevented : 

Resolved,  That, all  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  authority  of  Congress,  ought 
to  pass  current  in  all  payments,  trade,  and  dealings,  in  these  states,  and  be 
deemed  in  value  equal  to  the  same  nominal  sums  in  Spanish  milled  dollars ; 
and  that  whosoever  shall  offer,  ask,  or  receive  more  in  the  said  bills  for  any 
gold  or  silver  coins^  bullion,  or  any  other  species  of  money  whatsoever,  than 
the  nominal  sum  or  amount  thereof  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  more,  in  the 
said  bills,  for  any  lands,  houses,  goods,  or  commodities  whatsoever,  than  the 
same  could  be  purchased  at  of  die  same  person  or  persons  in  sold,  silver,  or 
any  other  species  of  money  whatsoever ;  or  shall  offer  to  sell  any  goods  or 
commodities  for  gold  or  silver  coins,  or  aAy  other  species  of  money  whatso- 
ever, and  refuse  to  sell  the  same  for  the  said  continental  bills;  everr  such 
person  ought  to  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  these  United  States* 
and  to  forfeit  the  value  of  the  money  so  exchanged,  or  house,  land,  or  com- 
modity so  sold  or  offered  to  jsale.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  legislatures 
^  of  the  respective  states,  to  enact  laws  inflicting  such  forfeitures  and  other 
penalties  on  offenders  as  aforesaid,  as  will  prevent  such  pernicious  practices: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  United  States,  to  pass 
laws  to  make  the  bills  of  credit,  issued  by  the  Congress,  a  lawful  tender,  in 
payments  of  public  and  private  debts ;  and  a  refusal  thereof  an  extinsuish- 
meut  of  such  debts :  that  debts  payable  in  sterling  money  be  discharged  with 
continental  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  4s.  6  sterling  per  dollar ;  and  that  in  dis- 
charge of  all  other  debts  and  contracts,  continental  dollars  pass  at  the  rate 
fixed  by  the  respective  states  for  the  value  of  Spanish  milled  dollars : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  le^slatures  of  the  several  states  to  pass 
resolutions  that  they  will  make  provision  for  drawing  in  and  sinking  their 
respective  auotas  of  the  bills  emitted  by  Congress  at  the  several  periods  fixed, 
or  that  shall  be  fixed  by  Congress : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  to  rais^, 
by  taxation,  in  the  course  of  the  current  year,  and  remit  to  the  treasury,  sucli 
sums  of  money  as  they  shall  think  will  be  most  proper  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the.  inhabitants ;  which  sums  shall  be  carried  to  their  credit,  and 
accounted  for  in  the  settlement  of  their  proportion  of  the  public  expenses 
and  debts,  for  which  the  United  States  are  jointly  bound  : 

That  an  additional  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  be  borrowed  at  the  loan- 
offices,  on  certificates  of  200  dollars  each  : 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  loan -office  be  directed  to  receive  the  lulls  of 
credit  heretofore  emitted  by  the  states  in  which  the^  respectively  hold  their 
qffices^  for  such  sums  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury^. 
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•r  continental  treararer,  from  time  to  time,  for  continental  purposes,  within 
tach  states  respectivei  J. 

Coi^ress  beinff  informed  that  a  number  of  Hessian  officers,  prisoners,  are 
on  their  waj  to  Siis  town, 

Besohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  send  tlie  said  prisoners  to 
DBmfries,  in  Virginia,  witli  a  request  to  the  committee  of  the  said  town,  to 
fee  them  suitably  provided  for,  agreeable  to  the  provision  made  for  prisoners. 

Besolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  St.  Pierre  Auguste  cle 
St  Attbin,  adjutant  of  the  squadron  of  the  Virginia  light-horse ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

The  several  matters  to  tliis  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  15, 1777. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Purviance  be  requested  immediately  to  remove  all 
the  powder  belonging  to  the  continent  from  the  ware-house  in  this  town,  to  a 
convenient  house  some  distance  therefrom,  in  proper  wagons  and  carts,  tak- 
ing care  diat  the  tielit  barrels  alone  be  removed,  and  Uiat  careful  persons 
be  employed  to  make  SO  gallon  casks,  sufficient  to  contain  all  the  powder 
that  may  be  in  battered  or  open  casks  s 

That  captain  Smith  be  desired  to  furnish  a  guard,  of  the  most  trusty  and 
ord^y  soldiers,  over  the  powder. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  to  Mr.  J.  Allen,  agent 
for  Indian  affitira  in  the  eastern  department,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was 
read ;  and,  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Sim,  Having  ^en  informed  of  your  knowledge  of,  and  acquaintance  with, 
tiie  tribes  of  IndianB,  inhabitants  of  St.  John's  and  Nova-Scotia,  and,  con- 
fiding in  your  zealous  attachment  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  this 
Con^'ess  have  made  choice  of  you  to  be  their  a^nt,  empowering  you,  in 
their  behalf,  to  treat  with  tiiose  Indians,  and  as  £r  as  you  shall  be  able,  to 
en^;a^  their  friendship,  and  prevent  their  taking  a  part  on  the  side  of  Great- 
Bntain,  in  the  unjust  and  cruel  war  against  these  United  States : 

Ton  will  e^lain  to  them,  as  clearly  as  their  understanding  of  the  nature 
and  principles  of  civil  government  will  admit,  the  grounds  of  the  dispute  be- 
tween Oreat-Britain  and  America,  the  pains  we  have  taken  to  settle  those 
disDutes  OQ  the  rules  of  equity,  and  the  necessity  we  were  finally  driven  to, 
in  clefence  of  our  liberty  and  lives,  to  resist  our  oppressors  unto  blood. 
Thus,  by  convincing  them  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  you  may  attach  them 
to  our  interests^  and  lay  a  solid  foundation  for  lasting  peace  and  friendship 
with  us : 

You  will  also  inform  them  of  the  union  that  subsists  among  the  people  of 
^ese  states,  and  the  strength  derived  therefrom,  to  each  of  them :  that 
viewing^  ua  in  this  light,  they  may  see  their  own  safety  depending  upon  their 
peaceable  disposition  and  behaviour  toward  us : 

You  are  to  cultivate  trade  with  them ;  by  which  means,  many  great  advan- 
tages which  haye  heretofore  thence  accrued  to  the  subjects  of  ureat-firitain, 
^nu  be  gained  by  the  people  of  these  states: 

And  yoo  are,  in  a  particular  manner,  instructed  to  use  your  utmost  dili- 
gCBce  and  inflaence  to  promote  an  intercourse  and  correspondence  between 
time  tribes  and  the  Indians  living  in  and  about  Canada ;  by  the  efiecting  of 
which,  the  most  useful  and  necessary  intelligence  may  be  frequently  obtain- 
ed ;  and  you  are  to  give  the  earliest  notice  to  Congress,  and  to  general 
Washington,  and  the  commanding  officer  at  Ticonderoga,  of  suoh  intelli- 
gence as  you  may  receive : 

You  will,  as  often  as  you  shall  be  required,  exhibit  to  Congress  a  fair 
account  of  the   expenditure  of  such  monies  as  you  may  be  entrusted  with, 
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for  the  purpose  of  jour  agency ;  together  with  a  general  state  of 
within  jour  department,  that  Congress  may  avail  themselves  of  it  for  the 
public  ffood. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  9C0  dollars  be  annually  allowed  and  paid  to 
John  Allen,  esq.  during  his  continuance  as  agent  oC^this  Congress,  to  the 
Indians  of  St.  John*s  and  Nova-Scotia: 

That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Allen,  esq.  asent,  &c.  to  eaabio 
him  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  his  agency  among  the  Indians  of  St.  John's 
and  Nova-Scotia;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  Th^t  the  sum  of  533.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war, 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  sending  the  Hessian  prisoners  to  Dumfries,  and 
the  prisoners  in  the  guard -house  in  Baltimore,  to  Leesburg,  in  Vimnia, 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congress ;  the  said  board  to  be  accountable  for 
tlie  expenditure. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  55,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  raised  by  that  state ;  the  said  state  to  be 
accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supply  eaatain  Yates's 
company  with  blankets ;  and  that  one  month's  pay  be  advanced  to  captam 
Yates  for  his  company ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  brigadier  Smallwood,  for  the 

Curpose  of  defraying  the  arrears  due  to  the  men  of  his  late  battalion ;  he  to 
e  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  to*morrow  be  assigned  for  appointioff  a  pay-master  in 
Baltimore. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  the  means  of  supporting  the 
credit  of  the  continental  currency;  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  re* 
sumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  come 
into  a  resolution  on  the  subject  to  them  referred,  which  he  was  ordered  to 
report : 

The  report  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  continental  treasurer  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
borrow  money  on  the  load-office  certificates ;  that  they  be  countersigned  by 
the  auditor  ^neral  for  the  time  being,  and  that  in  transacting  this  bisiness, 
he  govern  himself  by  the  rules  prescribed  to  the  commissioners  of  the  other 
Io;^n -offices ;  and  have,  for  his  trouble,  the  same  allowance. 

Resolved^  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  oommit* 
tee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  treasuryy  and 
the  me»nsof  supporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency. 

llie  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

A^ourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jantwry  16,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Paine  be  added  to  the  committee  last  appointed  to 
hear  appeals. 

Resolved^  That  a  warrant  for  100,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Janes  Mease, 
for  public  service,  be  drawn  and  sent  to  the  treasurer ;  that  sum  having  been 
advanced  by  the  treasurer  on  the  11th  of  December  last,  to  the  said  Menoe, 
by  order  of  Mr.  Nelson :  ' 

That  a  warrant  for  26  60  dollars  be  drawn  in  favor  of  John  Norman,  for 
a  rolline-press ;  that  sum  having,  on  the  same  day  abovementioned,  been  ad* 
vanced  Dy  a  like  order : 

That  a  warrant  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  in  favor  of  Carpenter  Whar- 
ton, for  public  service;  that  sum  bavini^  been  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the 
said  1 1th  December  to  James  White,  assistant  deputy  commissary,  by  ord^r  aC 
Mr.  President,  issued  in  pursuance  of  a  letter  from  said  Carpenter  Wharton* 
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Besolvedj  That  S65  dollars  be  paid  to  George  Ross,  esq*  and  charged  to 
colonel  Moses  Hazen ;  tde  same  being  in  full  of  an  order  in  his  favor,  drawn 

5  lieutenant-colonel  Edward  Antil,  for  the  recruiting  service  of  colonel 
imb's  regiment,  dated  January  6,  1777. 

Tke  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration^ 
H^renpon, 

Risdved^  That  ^neral  Washington  be  directed  to  propose  to  general 
Howe,  that  a  commissary  be  appointed  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to 
fiimish  the  American  prisoners  of  war,  captivated  by  the  British  army,  witk 
ndi  necessaries  as  they  may  want;  and  if  such  commissary  be  allowed  to 
Rside  among  the  prisoners,  that  general  Washington  appoint  a  suitable  per- 
lon  for  the  purpose,  until  an  exchange  can  be  effected  : 

ViAi  tiie  continental  agents,  in  the  middle  and  eastern  departments,  be 
directed  to  furnish  the  commissary  of  clothing  with  an  account  of  what 
do^  or  materials  for  making  clothes  they  have  in  their  custody,  and  that 
tfaej  send  forward  such  clothing,  to  the  order  of  the  said  commissary  of 
clothing,  to  be  distributed,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  general  Washing- 
ton, among  the  troops. in  the  several  departments,  in  such  proportions  as  he 
ahaii  think  proper :  and  that  the  general  be  requested,  particularly,  to  attend 
to  die  wants  of  the  state  of  New- York,  which,  from  its  peculiar  situation, 
is  precluded  from  tbe  means  of  procuring  clothing  and  necessaries  for  the 
tniops  raised  there : 

That  a  copr  of  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  dated  at 
Fish-Kill,  S8th  of  December  last,  be  sent  to  general  Washington ;  and  that 
ke  be  empowered  to  take  such  order  in  the  several  matters  therein  contained, 
u  be  shall  thiak  best;  and  that  a  letter  be  written  to  the  said  convention, 
informing  them  of  what  Congress  has  done  in  compliance  with  their  several 
requests; 

That  so  much  of  the  letter  from  the  conventiofi  of  New -York,  as  relates 
to  die  defence  of  Hudson's  river,  by  means  of  the  frigates  or  otherwise,  be 
referred  to  the  marine  committee : 

That  the  convention  of  New- York  be  informed  that  Congress  hislily  ap- 
prvresf  their  spirited  exertions  for  the  defence  c^  their  own,  and  tSe  state 
of  Nev-Jcraey,  against  the  desolation  and  ravages  of  our  cruel  and  remorse- 
less enemy ;  and  that  Congi^s  have  received  the  address  of  the  said  con* 
YentioB  to  the  people  of  that  state,  containing  sentiments  highly  and  gene- 
aerally  interesting  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  to  whose  serious  perusal 
and  attention  it  is  earnestly  recommended ;  and  that  the  same  be  translated 
into  the  German  language^  and  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  continent : 

That  Mr.  Lewis  be  directed  to  nave  the  said  address  translated  and  printed. 

Raobstdy  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  British  and  Hessian  generals  ana  officers  towards  th^  officers, 
soldiers  and  mariners  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  any  other 
persons,  inhabitants  of  these  states,  in  their  possession,  as  prisoners  of  war, 
or  otherwise,  and  also  into  the  conduct  ofthe  said  generals  and  officers, 
and  the  troops  under  their  command,  towards  the  subjects  of  these  states  and 
tbeir  property,  more  especially  of  the  states  of  New- York  and  New- Jersey. 

The  memliers  chosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Lewis^ 
Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Hey  ward,  and  Mr.  Smith. 

The  comokittee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Abraham  Simons, 
Sh€  the  hire  of  Ludwick  Neal's  wagon,  in  the  service  of  the  Virginia  light- 
borse,  the  sum  of  ^  15,  Virginia  money,  equal  to  50  dollars : 

To  Joho  Blackburn,  for  tlie  hire  of  Thomas  Allen's  wagon,  in  the  service 
•f  the  Vii^inia  light-horse,  the  sum  of  47  82  dollars : 

Ordereal  That'the  said  accounts  be  pa:id. 

Beudvedt  That  the  appointment  of  a  pay-maater  in  Baltimore  be  postponed 
tHl  Satnrday  next. 
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Ordered,  That  the  oath  of  fidelity  be  published. 

The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  17,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  brigadier  Lewis;  and  one,  of  the  12th,  from 
William  Ajlett,  deputy  commissary  general,  in  Yii^ia,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  deputy  commissary  Aylett  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  return  an  answer  to  brigadier  Lewis,  and 
inform  him  that  Congress  desire  him  to  continue  in  Vii^nia,  and  that  he  hat 
liberty  to  visit  his  family,  provided  the  public  service  will  aidmit. 

A  letter,  with  a  number  of  papers,  trom  Dr.  Morgan,  was  laid  before 
Congress,  and  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

Resolved,  That  300,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay-master  general  for  the 
use  of  the  army: 

That  40  dollars  be  paid  to  Guillaume  de  Luce,  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
his  journey  to  the  army  under  general  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  intelligence ; 
and  that  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  publish  an  authenticated  extract 
of  the  last  letter  from  general  Washington : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr.  Sergeant. 

Congress  being  informed  that  six  companies  of  Maryland  militia,  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Murdock,  consisting  in  the  whole  of  101  privates, 
without  arms,  and  53  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  are  in 
this  town  waiting  the  orders  of  Congress, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  of  the  alacrity  and  spirit  of  tiie  said 
militia ;  but,  considering^  that  such  a  great  disproportion  ot  officers  and  men 
is  utterly  inconsistent  with  military  order  and  arrangement,  and  that  encou- 
raging such  an  example,  might  involve  these  United  States  in  great  expense, 
and  not  having  a  sufficient  number  of  arms  at  present  to  enuip  them,  and  the 
troops  to  be  raised  on  the  new  establishment,  order,  that  tne  said  companies 
be  discharged  and  paid,  and  that  1000  dollars  be  lodged  with  Mr.  Jonatbin 
Hudson,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  these  troops,  and  the  two  companies  of 
the  said  battalion  which  are  expected  in  town. 

Sundry  resolutions,  respecting  the  laying  up  of  magazines  of  ^provisions, 
being  moved  and  seconded. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  secret  committee  lay  before  Congress,  a  list  of  the  ar- 
ticles which  they  have  ordered  in  consequence  of  the  directions  of  Congress, 
distinguishing  how  much  is  arrived  and  what  is  expected.^ 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  January  18,  1777. 

General  Gates,  to  whom  the  sentence  of  the  court  martial,  held  at  Crown- 
Point  in  July  last,  upon  the  conduct  of  colonel  Campbell,  was  referred,  bavins 
reported,  that  he  has  considered  the  same,  and  is  of  opinion,  that  coloncd 
Donald  Campbell,  deputy  quarter-master  general  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment, does  not  def>erve  to  be  cashiered  for  the  crime  alleged  against  him  in 
the  general  court-martial  referred  to. 

(hderedf  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  sent  to  general  Washington : 

That  the  memorial  formerly  received  from  colonel  Campbell,  with  the 
papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr.  Adams. 
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Resolvedj  That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Mackaj,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  pajing  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  his  battalion  10 
dollars  boantj,  in  addition  to  the  10  dollars  advanced  them  on  their  first 
inlisUnent,  provided  thej  iiill  re-inlist  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war,  asmabl  j  to  former  resolutions  of  Congress ;  colonel  Mackay  to  be 
accooDtabte. 

The  board  of  war  brouglit  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  t 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  100,000  doHai^  be  sent  to  governor  Trumbull,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recmiting  the  cantinental  army,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut : 
^  That  William  Aylett,  esq.  deputy  commissary -general  in  Virginia,  be 
directed  to  secure,  and  safely  keep,  for  the  continental  use,  all  provisions, 
agreed  to  be  furnished  by  the  contractors  in  that  state,  asreeabl;^  to  their 
several  contracts :  and  that  it  be  left  to  the  governor  and  council  of  that 
state,  to  settle  what  compensation  shall  be  eiven  to  the  contractors,  by  the 
nUioD,  for  their  trouble  and  expense  in  purchasine  the  said  provisions. 

Besolved^  That  Congress  approve  of  tne  proceedings  of  their  committee  at 
Philadelphia,  in  supplying  the  recruiting  officers,  appointed  by  the  state  of 
New-Jersey,  with  money  ;  and  also  of  their  exertions  in  furnishing  the  pay- 
naster  general,  and  Mr.  Huntington,  with  what  cash  they  could  procure,  to 
answer  their  immediate  demands :     ti  r  i/m 

lliat  one  independent  company,  consisting  of  a  captain,  two  lieutenants, 
one  ensicn^foar  seijeants,  four  corporals,  one  drum,  one  fife,  and  seventy -six 
rank  ana  file,  be  forthwith  raised  for  the  continental  service,  for  three  vears 
or  during  the  war,  and  stationed  in  the  borough  of  Lancaster  as  a  guara  over 
the  prisoners  of  war,  and  public  stores  in  that  place,  until  they  shall  be  or* 
dered  elsewhere : 

That  the  oflicer  commanding  the  said  company  afford  to  the  committee  of 
Lancaster,  all  necessary  assistance  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolves  of 
Congress: 

That  particular  attention  be  paid  to  the  inlisting  of  sober  and  discreet  men 
into  the  said  company : 

That  the  committee  of  Congress  in  Philadelphia,  be  desired  to  inform  the 
quarter-master  general,  what  number  of  horses  and  oxen,  in  the  public 
stables  at  Philadelphia,  are  fit  for  service : 

That  thej  employ  a  careful  person  to  distribute  in  the  country  such  of  them 
as  are  disabled ;  there  to  be  recruited  in  the  cheapest  manner : 

That  the  keepers  of  the  continental  stables  admit  no  horses  or  teams  to  be 
received  into,  or  taken  out  of  the  same,  unless  by  order  of  a  general  officer 
commanding  in  the  place  where  the  stables  are  respectively  kept ;  or  of  ^e 
quarter-master  or  deputy  quarter-master  general,  or  wagon-master,  or  deputy 
w^n-master  general. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  case  of  major  Painter  was  referred,  re- 
ported, that,  upon  enquiry  into  the  matter  of  the  uneasiness  of  some  of  the 
caj^ns  in  colonel  Seth  Warner's  regiment,  at  the  appointment  of  Elisha 
Painter  to  be  major  of  the  said  re^ment,  it  appears  to  naye  proceeded  from 
an  opinion  of  their  prior  rank  to  him  as  captains,  previous  to  said  appoint- 
mentf  and  that  his  continuance  in  the  said  regiment  will  probably  obstruct 
the  iiiliag  up  tlie  same,  and  be  prejudicial  to  the  service ;  Whereupon, 

Jiesohed,  That  the  said  Elisna  Painter  be  removed  from  any  command  in 
the  said  regiment,  and  referred  to  ^neral  Washington  for  an  appointment 
to  such  an  office,  as  he  shall  judge  him  qualified  to  fill. 

Ordered,  That  an  authenticate  copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independency, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  of  Congress  subscribing  the  same,  be  sent 
to  each  of  the  United  States^  and  that  they  be  desired  to  have  the  same  put 
upon  record. 
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A^reeabljr,to  order.  Congress  proceeded  to.tbe  electkm  of  a  paj^nuter  in 
Baltimore ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Jonathan  Hudson  was  elected. 

Mesolved,  That  tlie  salary  fixed  for  the  assistant  clerk  of  the  board  of  war, 
be  continued  to  Mr.  Nourse,  and  that  an  additional  sum  be  allowed  him  at 
the  rate  of  266.60  dollars  per  ann.  on  account  of  his  extraordina^  expeotes. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  George  Ross,  esq.  for  the  expenses  of  himself.  Dr.  Witherspoon,  and 
Mr.  Paca,  a  committee  of  Coneress,  sent  to  New  Jersey ;  and  for  cash  paid 
by  him  to  Mr.  Jacob  Hyer,  for  aeepng  an  express  horse  at  Princeton,  89«60 
dollars : 

To  Robert  Moore,  for  IS  walnnt  and  6  mahogany  chairs,  a  desk  and  table^ 
for  the  use  of  Congress,  and  the  president's  office,  9S  dollars  : 

To  the  reTerend  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  for  wood  supplied  the  troops  «t 
Princeton ;  for  the  expenses  of  sick  soldiers ;  and  the  allowance  due  to 
John  M'Kenzie^  a  prisoner  from  North -Carolina,  from  the  1 8th  of  October 
to  the  10th  of  January,  inclusive,  being  12  weeks,  105.78  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 
^     Ordered,  That  the  resolution  appmnting  a  committee  of  seven  to  enquire 
into  the  conduct  of  the  British  and  Jiea3ian  officers,  with  regard  to  the  treat- 
ment by  them  shewn  to  the  prisoners  in  their  possession,  be  publisbed,  with 
the  names  of  the  committee.  '••         . 

Resolved,  That  a  store-keeper  be  iq>pointed  to  take  the  chaj|;e  and  care^ 
the  continental  stores  in  Maryland : 

That  Monday  next  be  assi^ed  for  electing  him. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  oeing  poatposed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  January  20,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  general  Washington  ;  one,  of  the  I6th,  from  the 
committee  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  with  copies  of  sundry  letters  en- 
closed ;  one,  of  the  27th  December  last,  from  the  honorable  Mesheck  Weare, 
president,  in  behalf  of  the  council  and  assembly  ^rf*  New-Hampshire ;  one,  of 
the  71^,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Albany;  and  one,  of  the  2d,  from  col. 
A.  Wayne,  atTiconderoga,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler  and  colonel  Wayne  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter  from  the  honorable  Mesheck  Weare,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  brigadier  general  Armstrong,  and  J.  Wflsony 
esG.  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Nathaniel  Gist,  esq.  bein^  appointed  by  general  WashiiiKton  a  colonel  of 
a  corps  of  rangers,  and  by  him  recommended  to  Congress  K>r  money  to  pay 
the  bounty, 

Resolvedj  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Gist,  towards  payiac 
{he  bounty  of  his  corps ;  he  to  be  accountable :  ' 

That  a  further  sum  of  250  dollars  be  advanced  io  colonel  N.  Gist,  to  de* 
fray  the  expenses  of  his  journey  to  the  Cherokee  country,  agreeable  to  orders 
received  from  the  general ;  for  which  colonel  Gist  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  honorable  MeAeck 
Weare  wa^  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  constdora- 
tion :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  sUite  of  Kew-Haaip- 
shire,  for  the  public  service ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

A  motion  being  made,  and  seconded,  for  ordering  barracks  to  be  Iniilt^ 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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Orders,  That  the  board  of  war  take  iDto  consideration  the  pay  of  the 
italF,  anrfrepi^  thereon  to  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  uie  letter  from  the  committee  of  Congress,  at 
PhilarfelpKia,  respecting  an  expedition  to  the  northward,  be  sent  and  refer- 
icrfto  general  Setiuyler. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  the  committee  oCjOongress  at  Philadelphia ; 
one,  of  tke  9t)i,  from  general  Washington,  at  Morristown  ;  one,  of  the  3d, 
from  general  Schuyler,  with  a  memorial  from  Bernard  Moissac  D.  la  Mar-* 
qnisde,  were  read : 

Besolced,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Griffith,  for  the  use  of 
the  sick  in  the  hospital  in  Baldmore  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the  file  of 
reports,  and  lay  liefore  Congress,  a  list  of  the  business  unfinished)  and  which 
•uffht  to  be  taken  up : 

llie  members  chosen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ross,  and  Mr.  Hall. 

That  rso  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  for  the 
use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  ble  accountable. 
The  several  aiatters  to  tliis  d^y  referred,  being  postponed* 
Adjoarned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  January  21,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th  instant,  from  Richard  Bache,  esq.  post -master  gt* 
aeral,  was  received  and  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  Which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion: Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Graysdn,  and  lieutenaM-eolonel  Innes,  of  colonel 
Mason's  regiment,  to  be  raised  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  be  immediately  fur- 
nished with  cloth  for  200  suits  of  clothes,  in  order  to  expedite  thc^raising  of 
those  regiments : 

That  Uie  part  of  the  8th  Yircinia  regim^t,  now  in  South-Carolina,  be  or- 
dered back,  and  that  colonel  Mahlenbursh  be  directed  to  recruit  those  com- 
panies, as  well  as  such  as  are  now  in  Virginia,  to  their  full  complement  of 
men,  and  to  march  the  companies,  as  fast  as  complete,  to  join  general  Wash- 
io^oo : 

rhat  maior  Richard  Campbell,  who  was  appointed  by  general  Lee,  in 
Soath-Carouna,  to  act  as  major  to  colonel  Muhlenburgh's  regiment,  until 
the  pleasure  of  Congress  should  be  known,  be  appointed  to  said  majority, 
his  commission  to  bear  date  the  10th  of  August  last,  the  time  he  was  ap- 
pointed in  general  orders : 

That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Richard  Campbell,  to  enable  hkn 
to  discharge  wajgons,  and  furnish  the  troops  he  has  now  with  him  on  their 
way  to  camp,  with  shoes,  and  such  other  necessaries  as  they  may  want;  the 
Baid  major  Campbell  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure : 

Retowed,  Tfiat  10^000  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  William  (Grayson,  for 
the  purpose  of  recruiting  his  regiment,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  iht ' 
tecottnt  of  William  Palfrey,  esq.  it  behr^  in  full  of  a  warrant  drawn  by 
general  Washington,  in  his  favor,  on  William  Palfrey,  dated,  Morristown, 
11th  January,  1777. 

Application  having  been  made  to  Congress  by  the  friends  of  tni^or  West; 
of  the  5d  Pennsylvania  battalion,  now  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  for  an 
exchange  of  him  for  Mr.  Jauncey,  jun.  and  that  if  the  exchange  takes  place, 
Mrs.  Jauncey  b6  permitted  to  accompany  her  husband ;  and  it  appearing  on 
consideradoQ  of  this  application,  that  the  said  Mr.  Jauncey,  jun.  was  re- 
moved to  the  state  of  Connecticut,  from  New-York,  by  direction  of  the  con- 
vention of  the  said  state  of  New-York ; 

Resolved^  That  the  said  application  be  referred  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  that  they  may  do  therein  what  shall  be  proper. 
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Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  council  of  »»f<^  ©^  Maryland, 
earnestly  recommending  to  them,  to  appoint  subaltern-officers  for  the  se- 
veral companies  raising  by  their  order  in  their  sUte,  th%t  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice may  be  expedited,  and  the  men,  when  raised,  properly  trained. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Stringer  be  appointed  a  signer  of  the  continental 
bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  those  already  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  Angus  M'Donald,  one  of  the  North -Carolina  prisoners, 
be  admitted  to  his  parole,  upon  ukins  an  oath,  after  the  mode  observed  in 
that  part  of  Great-Britain,  called  Scotland,  in  administering  oaths,  that  he 
will  observe  the  same : 

That  Mr.  Middleton  be  empowered  to  take  his  parole,  and  administer  the 

oath. 

On  application  of  colonel  Macgruder  for  the  directions  of  Congress, 

Resolvedy  That  the  two  companies  of  his  battalion,  which  have  already 
marched,  be  directed  to  ^oin  the  army  under  general  Washington,  and  that 
any  other  companies  of  his  battalion,  consisting  of  not  less  tiian  36  privates, 
under  the  command  of  two  commissioned  officers,  be  also  marched,  as  soon 
as  possible,  add  that  a  field-officer  take  the  command  of  every  four  com- 
panies. 

Resolved  J  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland, 
to  request  the  militia  of  Hartford,  Baltimore,  Ccecil,  and  such  other  coun- 
ties of  their  state  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  march,  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  reinforce  general  Washington,  giving  directions  that  each  company  con- 
sist of  not  less  than  36  privates,  under  the  command  of  two  commis^oned 
officers,  and  that  a  field-officer  take  the  command  of  everv  four  companies. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  they  have  had  under  considera- 
tion, the  requisition  of  captain  William  Blackwell,  for  a  sum  of  money  to 
be  advanced  him,  for  the  bounty  and  subsistence  of  his  compan  v  in  a  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Rawlins,  and  that  there  should 
be  advanced  to  the  said  colonel  Rawlins,  he  to^be  accountable,  the  sum  of 
1477.85  dollars,  and  that  the  sum  be  delivered  to  the  said  captain  Black- 
well  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  : 

Oreferei,  That  the  said  sum  be  advanced. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  22,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  17tb,  from  the  committee  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia, 
was  read : 

Resolved,  That  200,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  Congress,  in 
Philadelphia,  for  public  service. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  copies  of  let- 
ters to  lord  and  seneral  Howe ; 

One,  of  die  17ui,  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  and  also  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Con- 
gress, at  Philadelphia,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion; Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tnat  a  company  be  immediately  raised  on  the  new  establish- 
ment in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  stationed  at  and  near  Kittanning,  to 
guard  tlie  public  buildings  and  stores,  and  to  protect  the  frontier  inhabitants 
nrom  the  incursions  of  the  Indians : 

That  Samuel  Morehead  be  appointed  captain  of  the  said  company ;  An- 
drew Macfarlane,  first-lieutenant;  William  Jack,  second -lieutenant ;  and, 
John  Carnaghan,  ensign : 
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That  1400  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Morehead»  to  enable  him  to  re- 
cruit the  said  company ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  Thomas  Butter  be  appointed  public  armourer,  and  that  he  imme- 
diate]/ repair  to  the  citj  of  Philadelphia,  to  superintend  the  said  business^ 
agreetblj  to  the  resolve  of  the  19th  of  November : 

That  he  be  allowed  3  dollars  a  day  for  his  pay  and  expenses. 

Resolved^  That  the  allowance  for  subsistence  of  recruits  while  in  quarters, 
till  thej  join  their  respective  regiments,  and  be  supplied  with  rations,  be 
raised  to  1  Jd  dollar  per  week. 

A  petition  from  Bartholomew  Burke  and  Hamilton  Ballantine  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boiurd  of  wan 

The  committee  on  impressing  carringes,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  connderation ;  and,  after  delate, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  January  23,  1777. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  captain  Fulford  to  take  the 
command  of  the  armed  brig  Lexington, 

Besolved,  That  he  be  appointed  to  take  the  command  of  the  said  armed 
brie  LexiD2;ton. 

iesolveal  That  two  frigates,  one  of  36,  and  the  other  of  28  guns,  be  im- 
mediately built  in  thej  state  of  Connecticut. 

Rtsolveds  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Hudson,  for 
the  public  senrice ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

nesolved.  That  41,640  dollars,  be  advanced  to  col.  (leorge  Baylor,  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  horses  and  paying  the  bounty  of  men  for  the  re- 
giment of  cavalry  he  is  oraered  to  raise,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  major 
A.  Clough,  and  charged  to  col.  Baylor,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  files,  &c.  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read : 

Ordered^  To  \\t  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th  of  December,  from  the  general  assembly  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read. 

Mr.  Leonard  Jarvis,  whom  John  Bradford,  esq.  agent  for  the  United  States 
in  Massachusetts-Bay,  has  appointed  an  agent  at  Dartmouth,  and  who  had 
the  possession  and  charge  of  tne  continental  stores  imported  in  the  Hancock 
&  Adams,  having,  by  a  letter  of  the  13th  of  December  last,  informed  the 
secret  committee,  that  at  the  recommendation  of  the  general  court  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, he,  has  delivered  out  part  of  the  arms  to  the  militia  who 
were  called  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  British  troops,  the  arms  to  be  re- 
turned when  called  for:  and,  by  a  letter  of  the  14tli  of  December  last,  hav- 
mg  farther  informed  the  said  committee,  that  in  consequence  of  a  vote  of  the 
fteneral  committee  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  ^nd  of  a  letter  from  gov. 
Cooke  tnd  Daniel  Tillinghast,  esq.  he  has  delivered  to  Mr.  Fry,  for  the  said 
Danid  Tillinghast,  esq.  agent  at  rrovidence,  six  tons  of  lead,  six  casks  of 
Smt»t  48  chests  of  arms,  and  260  barrels  of  gun-powder ;  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  write  to  the  agent  at  Dartmouth,  and 
iofonn  him,  they  can,  by  no  means,  authorize  dieir  agents  to  deliver  stores 
in  their  custody,  except  by  orders  of  Congress,  or  persons  by  them  autho- 
rized ;  but,  that  extreme  necessity  for  arms  and  stores  existing  in  the  opinion 
of  th^  general  committee  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  then  invaded  by  a 
formidable  army,  may  hold  him  excused  for  the  arms  and  stores  he  deliver- 
cfl  to  that  state,  at  their  nrgent  request ;  and  that  he  may  also  be  excused 
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for  the  deliTerr  of  arms  to  the  militia  of  the  state  of  Massachaseitt-BaT,  ia 
consequence  ot  the  recommendatioii  of  the  general-coort  of  that  itate ;  th«t» 
at  the  same  time,  they  direct  their  ajent  to  procure  a  returnof  them  aa  soon 
as  circumstances  will  admit. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  a  petition  from  Monsieur  Pillesier  waa  r^ 
f erred,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  general  Washlngtoo. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  24,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  Tth  inst  from  John  M'Kinlej,  esq.  speaker  of  the  aisem- 
bly  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  with  sundrj  resolves  of  that  assemUv,  wm  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  baagg^,  at 
Philadelphia. 

John  Taylor,  esq.  being^  appointed  a  rodor  in  col*  Hazen's  tegimrat, 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  be  granted  to  him,  and  that  the  same  be  da- 
ted the  ISth  of  November,  1776. 

Resolvedj  That  1000  dollars  be  (aid  to  major  John  Taylor,  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  recruits  for  the  regiment  in  which  he  is  a  major,  and  diat  the 
same  be  charged  to  the  account  of  col.  Moses  lla^en,  this  being  in  faU  of 
an  order  drawn  bj  lieut.  col.  Edward  Antil,  of  col.  Hazen's  regiment,  in  fit- 
vour  of  the  said  John  Taylor,  dated  January  20, 1777. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  treasury,  &c.  and  after  some  time^  the  preai- 
dent  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  NelsMin  reported,  that  the  committee  have 
had  under  consideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  but  have  as  yet  come 
to  no  resolution  thereon : 

There  being  no  delegates  in  attendance  from  the  state  of  Delaware,  and 
one  only  from  the  state  of  New-York,  who,  accortlins;  to  the  instructions 
given  by  tliat  state  to  their  delegates,  is  not  empowered  to  give  a  vote : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  write  to  the  states  of  New-York  and  Dela- 
ware, requesting  them  immediately  to  send  to  Congress  a  representation  of 
their  respective  states,  and  to  provide,  that  for  the  future,  appUcatioos  of 
this  sort  may  be  rendered  unnecessary. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  November  last,  al\  ac- 
counts for  services  done,  or  articles  supplied  to  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  in  New-York  and  New-Jersey,  and  in  the  northern  department,  are 
to  be  presented  to  the  commissioners  of  accounts  for  the  respective  armiee; 
and  so  much  thereof,  as  is  approved  by  them,  and  confirmed  by  the  respec- 
tive generals,  is  ordered  to  be  paid  by  their  warrants  on  the  pay -master, 
after  the  said  commissioners  have  certiHed  thereon,  that  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  are  returned  to  them  by  the  persons  receiving  such  warrants;  and, 
whereas,  it  may  frequently  happen,  that  the  absence  or  engagements  ef  the 
generals  aforesaid,  may  occasion  a  delay  in  ordering  the  payment  of  such 
accounts,  whereby  individuals,  having  demands  against  the  United  States, 
may  suffer  inconveniences ;  it  is,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  in  each  department  be  empowered, 
when  absence  or  hurry  of  business  sliall  prevent  bis  revising  the  accounts 
passed  by  the  commissioners,  to  direct  the  pay-master  to  discharge  such  ac- 
counts, upon  certificates  from  the  commissioners ;  observing  to  order  the 
pay-master,  when  circumstances  will  permit,  to  lay  the  accounts  and  certifi- 
eates  before  him,  for  his  approbation,  and  to  return  them  to  the  commissioners 
to  be  filed  in  their  office. 

Resolved,  That  if  general  Schuyler  and  general  Gates  be  both  absent  from 
the  northern  department  at  the  same  tune,  that  the  pay-master  there  shall 
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receive  this  resolution,  the  said  pay- master  be  empowered  and  directed  to  dis- 
oharge  accounts  upon  the  certificates  of  the  commissioners,  during  such  ab- 
sence ;  and  upon  the  return  of  either  of  the  said  officers,  to  lay  the  accounts 
and  certtfcates  before  him  for  his  approbation. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  council  of  safetT 
of  PeansyUania,  with -the  papers  therein  enclosed,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
vas  taken  into  considertion ;  whereupon,  Congress  came  to  tl^e  following 
resolution :  • 

Whereas  Coneress  are  informed  that  certain  tribes  of  Indians,  living  in 
the  hack  parts  of  the  country,  near  the  waters  of  ihe  Susquehanna,  who  are 
within  the  confederacr,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  Six  Nations,  the 
friends  and  allies  of  these  United  States,  are,  upononotivcs  friendly  and 
peaceable,  now  on  their  way  to  Easton,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
whereas,  such  may  be  the  poor  and  necessitous  circumstances  of  these  In^ 
dinDB,  as  to  demand  the  attention  of  Congress ;  it  is  therefore, 

Besohedf  That  the  committee  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  deliver  to 
George  Walton  and  Geoi^  Taylor,  esqrs.  or  to  either  of  them,  1000  dollars  ; 
who  are  directed  to  purchase  therewith,  such  presents  as  may  be  suitable  for 
the  said  ladiaaa  :  and  that  one  or  both  of  tliem  forthwith  repair  to  Easton, 
and,ia  the  name  of  this  CoBjcress,  inform  the  said  Indians,  that  although,  in  the 
opinion  of  Congireaa,  it  is  ^together  improper  for  them  to  kindle  a  council- 
fire  at  that  place,  as  they  have  already  done  the  same  at  Albany,  where,  by 
their  commissioners,  they  hold  their  councils,  and  communicate  every  matter 
cf  inportance  to  their  g(Md  friends  the  Six  Nations,  and  their  allies,  uf  which 
these  tribes  are  a  pArt,  yet,  in  regard  to  the  good  and  peaceable  conduct  of 
these  natioiis,  and  in  consideration  of  their  wants,  which  this  Congress  are 
much  inclined  to  relieve,  and  also  in  token  of  their  friendship  for  them,  as  well 
as  for  all  oAer  Indians,  who  are  at  peace  with  these  states,  they,  the  said 
George  Walton  and  George  Taylor,  esqrs.  are  directed  to  xleliver  these  pre- 
sents to  them ;  and  they  are,  at  the  same  time,  to  s'^nify  to  the  said  Indians, 
that  this  Congress  have  an  entire  confidence,  that  the  same  peaceable  and 
friendly  conduct  will  be  observed  by  them,  which  they  have  hitherto  regarded. 

Ordered  That  the  said  Messrs.  Walton  and  Taylor  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  for  their  direction. 

Hesohedj  That  the  pay  of  the  commissary  of  miiitanr  stores,  to  be  appointed 
•to  take  charge  and  care  of  the  continental  stores  in  Maryland,  be  40  dollars 
per  month : 

That  the  delates  of  Maryland  direct  the  quarter-master  to  look  out' for 
a  proper  hoase,  wherein  to  deposit  the  powder,  new  in  this  town,  belonging 
to  the  continent ;  and  that  they  desire  the  captain  of  the  guard  to  see  that  a 
tmstj  guard  be  kept  over  the  powder. 

The  several  matters  to  ^s  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjonrned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  January  S7,  1777. 
Congress  met,  and  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  January  28,  \777. 

Tkt  ddegatea  of  Maryland  having  reported,  that  they  have  provided  a 
avit^e  house  in  the  country  for  the  reception  of  the  public  powder, 

Atoieed,  That  the  said  delegates  be  requested  and  empowered  to  asree 
with  a  capbuB,  and  a  proper  number  of  men,  to  guard  the  said  powder  when 
roaiored. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  send  forward  from  thts  town  to  general 
Schnyler,  with  all  possible  expedition,  twenty  tons  of  cannon-powder  and 
toB  tons  of  piatol-powder. 
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A  number  of  letters  and  papers  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read,  viz. 
a  letter  of  the  Slst  inst.  from  the  committee  of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia; 
one,  of  the  17th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Morristown ;  one,  of  the  19th, 
from  general  Putnam,  at  Princeton,  to  lord  Stirling;  one  of  the  22d,  one  of 
the  £3d,  and  one  of  the  25th,  from  the  committee  of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia; 
one,  of  the  18th,  and  one,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Washii^ton,  at  Morris- 
town  ;  one,  of  the  ISth  and  15th,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Fish-kill,  enclos- 
ing a  letter,  of  the  5d,  to  him  from  governor  Trumbull ;  one,  of  the  22d,  and 
one,  of  the  26th,  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland  ;  one,  of  the  6tii, 
from  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  at  Hartford;  one,  of  the  18th,  from  Ebenezer 
Hancock,  esq.  one,  of  the  12th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a  copy  of  the 
minutes  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  four  New-England  states,  who  met 
at  Providence,  on  Wednesday,  25tl)  of  December,  1776,  and  sat  b^  adjourn- 
ments to  the  2d  of  January,  1777 ;  one,  of  the  13th,  from  the  council  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay ;  one,  of  the  24th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Kirmovan ;  one, 
of  the  15th,  from  brigadier  De  Roche  Fermoy ;  and  sundry  letters  from 
French  officers : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  brigadier  De  Roche  Fermoy,  and  from  the 
other  French  officers,  be  referred  to  general  Washington,  to  do  therein  what 
he  shall  think  the  good  of  tlie  service  requires,  without  considering  this  refer- 
ence as  a  recommendation  in  favor  of  any  of  the  gentlemen  applying : 

That  the  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Kirmovan  be  also  referred  to  gene- 
ral Washington. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  the  committee  of  Frederick  county,  Maryland, 
and  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read. 

A  letter  trom  Mr.  Bingham,  at  Martinique,  and  sundry  papers  enclosed, 
were  read : 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  enclosed  papers  be  delivered  to  the  delegates 
of  Maryland,  to  be  laid  before  the  assembly  of  their  state ;  and  that  the 
letter  and  papers  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ; 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Another  letter,  from  Mr.  Bingham,  recommending  Mons.  Celeron  to  the 
notice  of  Congress,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  general  Wash- 
ington. 

Eesolvedy  That  Friday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  considerafion  the 
letters  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  governor  Trumbull,  and  - 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  ot  the  four  New-En^and 
states. 

Jiesolvedf  That  the  committee  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  be  informed, 
that  Congress,  from  the  committee's  state  of  things,  do  not  discern  the  neces- 
sity of  moving  the  public  stores  from  that  city;  but  if  any  circumstances 
should  hereafter  arise,  to  render  such  removal  proper.  Congress  desire  the 
committee  may  do  therein  what  they  shall  think  most  conducive  to  the^ pub- 
lic service. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  aifairs  of  the  northern  department. 

The  secret  committee  informed  Congress,  that  the  brig  Olive-Branch, 
William  Bayle^,  master,  was,  by  the  procurement  of  Francis  Lewis,  laden 
at  New  York  with  718  barrels  of  flour,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  as 
-will  appear  by  the  bill  of  lading,  signed  26th  February,  1776,  directed  to 
be  delivered  to  Mr.  Samuel  Carson,  at  St.  Eustatia ;  tnat  captain  Baylej, 
contrary  to  his  orders,  proceeded  to  Occoys,  on  the  island  of  Hispaniola,  and 
there  put  the  cargo  into  the  hands  of  Mons.  Croix,  who,  by  several  letters, 
informed  Mr.  Carson  that  he  should  remit  said  Carson  the  proceeds  <^  ttie 
flour  to  St.  Eustatia;  and,* in  a  letter  from  said  Carson,  dated  St.  fiugtatuu 
SOth  November,  1776,  is  the  following  paragraph ;— «•!  have  not  received 
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one  farthiDg  OD  account  of  the  brig  Olive-BraQch's  cargo,  and  Grod  knows 
when  I  will;"  that  captain  Bajley,  after  landing  the  flour  at  Occoys,  made 
a  vora^  for  Mons.  St.  Croix,  to  France,  and  back  to  Occoys,  where  the  said 
8t.  Croix  loaded  the  brig,  and  proceeded  with  her  to  this  port,  where  they 
both  are  at  this  time,  with  the  vessel,  re-laden  with  provisions,  &c.  and 
rejuf/  to  depart  for  Occoys ;  that  captain  Baylev  pretends  he  has  sold  the 


defrauding  both  the  public  and  the  owners  of  the  bri^i 
the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  sold  here,  they  have  re-laden  the  bng  with  provi- 
sions, &c.  and  have  a  residue  of  £  2500  cash  in  their  hands : 

Resolved,  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  secret  committee  who  are 
empowered  to  do  therein  what  they  shall  judge  to  be  just  and  right,  and  con- 
duce to  the  public  interest. 

Re8olved,T\uLt  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  considera-* 
foo  the  state  of  Georgia : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wokott,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Clark. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  29,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  26th,  from  the  committee  of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia  ; 
one,  of  the  22d,  from  general  Washington,  at  Morristown ;  and  one,  of  the 
.itSih,  from  general  Mifflin,  at  Philadelphia,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  intelligence,  to  publish  such  parts  as  they  may  think  proper; 
and  that  &ey  deliver  it  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to  report 
thereon: 

JResolvedj  That  80  dollars  be  advanced  to  Monsieur  Celeron,  to  bear  his 
expenses  to  general  Washington. 

Resolyedy  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  desire  such  of  the  signers 
of  continental  monej,  belonging  to  this  state,  as  have  diligently  applied 
themselves  to  this  busmess  (excepting  such  as  may  be  field  omcers  of  trie  mi- 
litia) to  exert  themselves  in  supplying  the  treasury  :  and  that  he  transmit  a 
list  of  their  names,  and  of  the  names  of  the  superintendents  of  the  press,  to 
the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland,  who  are  requested  to  excuse  them  from 
militarv  dut^  while  thus  employed  by  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Wilson  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of 
colonel  Campbell,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Ross,  who  is  absent. 

Resohed,  That  the  president  inform  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia, 
that  Congress  have  not  a  sufficient  certainty,  that  it  will  be  in  their  power 
to  arm  the  2d  and  7th  battalions  ordered  from  that  state  ;  and,  therefore, 
request  the  said  governor  and  council,  to  send,  with  all  despatch,  the  arms 
beionnn^  to  the  said  battalions,  if  it  can  be  done  consistently  n^ith  the  safe- 
ty of  Sbeir  sUte. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  for  Indian 
aflBdre,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  Indian  af- 
^rs  in  the  middle  department,  dated  the  21st  of  September  last,  at  Pitts- 
bura :  Whereupon, 

Jusolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  de- 
psrtment,  from  the  intelligence  communicated  to  them,  of  the  motions  and 
prenarations  of  some  trib^  of  Indians,  and  from  the  dispositions  of  others, 
well  known  to  be  hostile,  had  cause  to  apprehend  that  an  attack  upon  Pitts- 
bars,  or  invasions  into  some  parts  of  Virginia,  or  Pennsylvania,  would  be 
made  by  those  savages,  and  therefore,  act^d  prudently  in  calling  in  forces. 
for  protection  and  defence. 
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The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Thomas  Smithy 
for  sundry  provisions,  wood,  &c.  supplied  the  sick,  and  other  continental 
troops  atWilroineton,  1316^5  dollars : 

To  Monsieur  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  his  pay  and  rations 
from  the  10th  of  November,  1776,  to  the  10th  of  January,  1777,' 82.60  dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  colonel  Smith  : 

That  there  should  be  advanced  i6  William  Sterret,  on  account  of  has 
expenses  in  going  to  and  from  the  paper-mill  in  Pennsylvania,  to  attend  the 
makine  of  paper  for  the  loan-office  certificates,  50  dollars,  he  to  be  ac- 
countiwle. 

Ordered,  That  these  sums  be  paid. 

Resolvedj  That  John  Griffiths  provide  the  sick  in  the  hospital  at  Baltimore, 
with  shirts  and  blankets ;  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  he  apply  to  the  secret 
committee. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Westmoreland,  arid  a  let- 
ter from  Thomas  Cressap,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  be  directed  to  give  order 
for  the  payment  of  33,333.30  dollars  to  the  state  of  Connecticut,  out  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  that  state,  in  payment  of  an  equal  sum  advanced  by  . 
governor  Trumbull  to  colonel  Sheldon,  at  the  reauest  of  eeneral  Washing- 
ton, for  raising  and  equipping  a  regiment  of  light-norse ;  the  said  state  to  be 
accountable ;  and  that  the  president  acquaint  general  Washington  with  this 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  450,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  general  Mifflin  for  the 

fmblic  service ;  and  tliat  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  give  an  order  on  the 
oan -office, in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  payment  of  that  sum. 

Resolved,  Tliat  Dr.  Mackenzie,  who  has  the  care  of  the  sick  in  the  hospi- 
tal  in  Baltimore,  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  mate  to  assist  him. 

A  letter  from  Carpenter  Wharton  was  read,  applying  for  an  advance  of  a 
lUrge  sum  of  money :  Whereupon, 

Rtsolv^,  That  the  president  inform  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  commissary- 
general,  that  there  are  various  complaints  against  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Car- 
penter Wharton,  his  deputy ;  and  desire  him  to  enquire  into  the  matter, 
and  take  such  steps  as  he  shall  judge  proper  to  prevent  any  loss  accruing  te 
himself  or  the  public. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  January  SO,  1777. 

The  delegates  from  New-Hamnshire  produced  credentials  of  &eir  q>- 
pointaent,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

^  New-Hajcpshi&b.  In  the  houss  of  RBPRESKKTArnrss,  Dec,  24,  1776. 

^  Voted,  That  colonel  William  Whipple,  colonel  Josiah  Bartlett,  and 
colonel  Matthew  Thornton,  be,  and  they  herebv  are,  elected  and  appointed 
ddegates  to  represent  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  in  the  Continental  Con^ 
greaa,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  from  the  23d  day  of  Jan.  next ;  and  tliat  any 
one  of  them,  in  the  absence  of  the  others,  have  full  power  to  represent  din 
state ;  and  that  no  more  than  two  o^  them  attend  at  one  time.  Sent  op  for 
concurrence :  JOHN  LANGDON,  Speaker. 

^  ih  CkmneU,  Dee*  25, 1776.    Read  and  concurred ; 

"  EBEN.  THOMPSON,  8eeretafy. 

•*  Copy  examined  by  EBEN.  THOMPSON,  Secretary."^ 

Mr.  Mann  Page,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  produced  tbe 
credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows : 
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'*  ViBoiiriAy  S8.  Iv  TB£  HousE  Of  DELEGATES,  December  4, 1776. 

The  boose  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  appointment  of  adelesate  to  Mppt* 
Knl  this  state  in  general  Consress ;  and,  the  members  having  prepared 
^ckctsfor  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot  box, 
Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Curie,  Mr.  Tazewell,  and  Mr.  Prentis,  were  appointed 
a  ensmittee  to  meet  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  senate,  and,  jointly 
widi  them,  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  house  upon  whom 
(bemajorr^fell. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jefferson  acquaint  the  senate  therewith. 

The  committee  then  withdrew,  and  after  some  time,  returned  to  the  housei 
and  reported,  that  they  had  met  a  committee  from  the  senate,  hi  the  confer* 
ence  room,  and  had  jointly  with  fhem  examined  the  ballot  boxes,  and  that 
thema|oritj  was  in  faror  of  Mann  Page,  junior,  of  Spottsylrania,  esq. 

Hemved,  ikerefore.  That  the  said  Mann  Page,  es^.  be  appointed  a  dele- 
gate to  represent  this  state  in  general  Congress,  m  the  room  of  Geofjge. 
Wythe,  es<^.  who  is  nevertheless  empowered  to  continue  to  act  in  Congress 
OBul  the  said  Mann  Page  shall  take  nis  seat  therein. 

A  copy :  JOHN  TAZEWELL,  C.  H.  B. 

Im  the  Sehate,  December  4,  1776. 

Hie  house  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  house  of  delegates,  to  the 
dioice  of  a  delegate  to  represent  this  state  in  general  Congress,  in  the  room 
of  iitom  Wy£e,  esq.  and  the  members  having  prepared  their  tickets,  and 
deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  box,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Cabell, 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  th^  committee  from  the  house  of  dele- 
ntes^inthe  conference  chamber,  and,  in  conjunction  with  them,  to  examine 
tike  ioint  ballots,  and  report  the  state  thereof  to  the  house;  and,  having 
made  their  report,  it  appears,  that  Mann  Page,  jun.  esq.  of  Mansfield,  hath 
the  greatest  number  oi  votes  on  the  ballot: 

tusoheed,  ^lereupon.  That  the  said  Mann  Page,jun.  esq.  of  Mansfield,  be. 
appointed  a  delegate  to  represent  this  state  in  general  Congress,  in  the  room 
of  George  Wythe,  esq. 

A  iltessage  from  the  house  of  delegates,  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  they  hahre 
come  to  a  resolution,  authorizing  George  Wythe,  esq.  to  retain  bis  seat  ill 
Congress,  until  Mann  Page,  jun.  esq.  shall  take  his  seat  therein,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  senate,  and  he  delivered  the  same,  and 
then  withdrew: 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read, 

Resoiced^  That  the  senate  do  concur  with  the  house  of  del^ates  therein, 
and  that  Mr.  Holt  acquaint  them  therewith. 

A  copy  from  the  journals :  JOHN  PENDLETON,  C.  S.'» 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration; 
Whereapon, 

Mesoivedt  That  the  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland  be  allowed  the  salary  of  444 
dollars  for  the  current  year,  to  commence  from  the  11  th  day  of  November 
last,  as  missionary  to  the  Indians ;  and  tliat  the  sum  of  300  dollars  be  naid 
him  as  a  compensation  for  his  extra  services  and  expenses  as  chaplain  and  in- 
terpreter 2 

That  the  salary  of  Mr.  James  Deane,  Indian  interpreter,  be  increased  to 
300  dolIauY  for  the  carrent  year,  to  commence  the  26a  November  last : 

That  the  pay  of  Thomas  Spencer,  blacksmith  among  the  Indiana,  jnen. 
tiened  in  gen.  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  7th  inst  be  referred  to  the  commis* 
aonera  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  who  are  to  make  suck 
addition  thereto,  as  they  shall  tliink  proper : 

That  the  salary  of  Mr.  Commissary  Aylett  and  Jonathan  Trumbullt  esq. 
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deputy  paj-master  general  of  the  northern  department,  be  augmented  to  the 
sum  of  75  dollars  per  month  each : 

That  200  dollars  be  paid  to  Josiah  Throo[),  for  his  trouble  and  expense  ih 
bringing  intelligence  ofa  public  nature,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Nova-Scotiat 
and  for  other  services. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  on  Saturday  next,  take  into  consideratioa 
the  most  speedy  and  effectual  means  to  furnish  the  new  levies  with  arms. 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  be  ap- 
pointed to  hear  and  determine  upon  appeals  brought  against  sentences  passed 
on  libels  in  the  courts  of  admiralty  in  the  respective  states,  agreeable  to  the 
resolutions  of  Congress;  and  that  the  several  appeals,  when  Imlged  with  the 
secretary,  be  by  him  delivered  to  them  for  their  final  determination : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Chase, 
and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Resolved,  That  300,000  dollars  be  sent  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  esq.  deputy 
pay-master  general  of  the  northern  department : 

That  800  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  for  the  use  of 
B.  Harrison,  esq.  deputy  pay*ma8ter  general  in  the  southern  department; 
who  is  to  be  accountable : 

Resolved,  That  166,666  60  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Massadra- 
setts-bay,  by  the  continental  treasuser's  order  on  the  loan-office  in  that  state 
for  the  said  sum,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  impressing  carriages,  was  re-com- 
mitted, brought  in  another  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and, 
after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  re-committed,  and  that  three  members  be  added 
to  the  committee : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  31,  1777: 

Congress  being  informed  that  general  Armstrong  is  come  to  towii>  with 
a  design  to  lay  before  them  some  matters  of  consequence ; 

Ordered,  'Diat  the  board  of  war  confer  with  him,  and  that  they  meet  him 
this  evening  at  their  office. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Stringer  Coale,  and  Rinaldo  Johnson,  be  anpointed 
signers  of  the  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  those  already  appointea. 

A  petition  from  John  Darrel,  and  Luther  Martin,  was  reaa,  settinjg  forth, 
that  the  appeal  aeainst  the  decree  on  the  libel  Job  Pierce,  &c.  against  the 
brig  Phoemx,  has,  by  mistake,  been  heard  and  determined  by  k  different  com- 
mittee from  that  appointed  to  hear  the  same,  and  praying  that  the  judgment 
may  be  set  aside,  and  a  new  hearing  granted ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  judgment  passed  on  this  appeal  be  set  aside  for  the 
reason  above-mentioned ;  and  that  the  hearing  and  determining  the  said 
appeal  be  referred  to  the  standing  committee  of  appeals. 

A  petition  and  remonstrance  from  a  number  or  inhabitants  of  Somerset 
and  Worcester  counties,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S  Adams,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  consider  what  honors 
are  due  to  the  memory  ot  the  late  general  Warren,  who  fell  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker's-Hill,  the  17th  of  June,  1775 ;  and  of  general  Mercer,  who  died  im 
the  12th  instant,  of  the 'wounds  he  received  on  the  3d  of  the  same  month,  in 
fighting  against  the  enemies  of  American  liberty,  near  Princeton : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  & 
4dams. 
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A  memorial  from  Nathaniel  Ramsey,  late  a  captain  in  the  first  battalion 
•f  Mmrjland  regulars,  was  read : 

Ordmd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
Ordered  That  the  secret  committee  send  no  more  of  the  scarlet  cloth,  in 
^ev  possession,  to  Virginia,  tiian  will  be  sufficient  for  facing  of  the  clothes 
onfered  for  the  Vimnia  troops. 

I  The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  having  recommended  Jacob  Weaver  for 
captain,  Edward  Cowan  for  first-lieutenant,  William  Feltman  for  second* 
Meutenant,  and  Andrew  Bachenstore  for  ensign,  of  the  company  of  infantry, 
ordered  to  be  raised  on  the  18th  instant : 

Besolved,  That  commissions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Resolved^  That  1400  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Jacob  Weaver,  for 
&e  purpose  of  raising  his  company ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Con^^ress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration ihe  letter  of  the  l£th  from  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  minutes 
of  the  committees  from  the  four  New-England  states ;  and,  after  some  time 
■pent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported 
from  the  committee,  that  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  matters  to 
tiiem  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  leave  to  sit  again : 

Seaolvedj  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther,  the  letter  from  gov.  Trumbull,  and 
the  proceedings  of  tiie  committees  from  the  four  New-England  states. 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  deliver  to  colonel  Gist,  of  Maryland, 
1500  yards  of  linen,  or  as  much  as  will  be  sufficient  for  600  soldiers'  shirts, 
fin-  the  use  of  the  soldiers  of  his  battalion. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Mackenzie,  for  sundry  medicines  purchased  by  him  for 
the  use  of  the  hon>ital  in  Baltimore,  86.74  dollars : 

To  Dr.  John  Hnndman,  for  sundry  medicines  supplied  by  him  for  the  use 
of  col.  Richardson's  battalion  of  Maryland  forces,  20.6  dollars : 

To  captain  Henry  Dearborn,  for  fire-arms  belonging  to  the  privates  of  his 
company,  and  which  were  lost  at  the  attack  of  Quebec,  and  for  hb  extraor- 
dinary sevices,  S60.60  dollars : 

Oriertd,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Ad|oumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  February  1,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  January,  from  James  Scott,  captain  of  a  company  of 
Tolunteer-militia  from  Fauquier  county,  in  Vii^nia,  was  read,  wherein  he  in- 
forms Con^p'ess,  that  he  has  raised  a  volunteeer  company,  consisting  of  a 
captain,  2  lieutenants,  an  ensign,  4  Serjeants,  4  corporals,  a  drum,  a  fife,  and 
64  privates,  to  serve  where  ordered,  3  months  from  the  time  of  their  march, 
anddesires  orders  and  one  month's  advance : 

Resolved,  That  captiun  Scott,  with  his  company,  be  taken  into  continent- 
al p^yon  the  terms  proposed  : 

Tbt  700  dollars  oe  advanced  to  captain  James  Scott,  fur  the  use  of  the 
said  company ;  captain  Scott  to  be  accountable : 

That  the  board  of  war  direct  captain  Scott  to  march  immediately  with  his 
company  and  join  general  Washington. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  remonstrance  from' 
die  inhabitants  of  Somerset  and  Worcester  counties,  in  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, brou^t  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Jie$olve3,  That  the  said  petition  and  remonstrance,  with  the  depositions 
accompanying  the  same,  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  general  assembly 
of  the  state  of  Maryland : 
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That  the  said  general  assembly  be  earnestly  requested  to  send  a  sufficient 
number  of  their  artillery  and  militia,  eflTectually  to  suppcess  the  tones  in  the 
counties  of  Somerset  and  Worcester,  and  to  seize  and  secure  the  pemns 
mentioned  in  a  list  to  be  transmitted  with  these  resolves,  aad  all  others 
in  the  said  counties  who  shall  appear  to  have  been  the  leaders  of  th«  torj 
faction  tliere : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  assembly,  aforesaid,  to  direct^ 
that/i  day  be  given  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  said  counties,  to  asseraUe  at 
appointed  places,  and  take  the  oath  ot  allegiance  required  by  the  said  state, 
and  that  all  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  so  to  do,  be  disarmed : 
'  That  general  Smallwood  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  assist  in  execut- 
insthe  orders  of  the  said  assembly  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ; 

That  this  Congress  will  afford  oae  battalion,  or  more,  if  req«estod  by  the 
said  assembly,  for  the  said  purpose : 

lliat  the  said  assembly  be  requested  to  cause  all  offenders,  as  uhrmM, 
io  be  brought  to  immediate  trial,  a^ree^bly  to  the  laws  of  tlie  said  state* 

Ordered,  That  tlie  president  write  to  general  Soaallwood,  and  informkia^ 
k  is  the  direction  of  Congress,  that  he  call  to  his  assistance  any  contJuealal 
•fficers  and  troops  he  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  St.  George  Peale  be  appmnted  a  signer  of  the  bills  of  cre- 
dit, in  addition  to  those  almuly  appointed. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  comnussary  of  wilitafy-storeSy  ui 
Maryland,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Saint  George  Peale  was  elected. 

The  committee  on  the  northern  department,  brought  is  a  report*  wkidt 
was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  of  general  Schuyler's  proposal  of  pnr- 
cha^ng  the  clothing  and  arms  of  a  troop  of  horse  formerly  raised  in  Shttioe- 
tady,  mentioned  in  liis  lettenof  the  13th  of  January  i 

That  the  pay-master  in  the  northern  department  be  directed  to  render  a 
Barticular  account  to  Congress  of  the  sums  of  money  that  have  been  paid  into 
BIS  hands  in  specie,  and  .of  his  expenditure  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  second  paragraph  of  the  report  be  postp— ad  for  br* 
iher  consideration. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponedy 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Tuesday  next. 

TUESDAY,  Fefaniory  4,  1777. 

Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Lovell,  delegates  from  Massachusetts-Bay* 
attended,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Burke,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  prsdaoedl  ths 
eredentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read  a|  follows : 

••North  Carolina.    In  Conorbss,  December  20,  1776. 

••  Resolved,  That  William  IIoo|>er,  Joseph  Hewes,  and  Thorns  Burke, 
ssqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  deiep;ates  to  attend  the  Congress  of 
^e  United  States  of  Ameiica,  in  behalf  of  this  state,  until  such  time  as  dw 
general  assembly  shall  direct  otherwise ;  and  they  are  investsd  with  suck 
powers  as  may  make  any  act  done  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  or  consent  ffhren 
m  the  said  Congress,  in  behalf  of  this  state,  obligatory  upon  every  inhabitaBt 

•*  By  order,  CORNELIUS  H ARNET,  PresU^mi. 

JAMES  GREEN,jun.  8scretory.'» 

A  letter,  of  the  SOth  of  January,  from  the  committee  of  Consress,  at  Phi- 
ladelphia ;  one,  of  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  from  general  Washingtc»ii,  at 
Mornstown  ;  and  one,  of  the  21st,  from  Daniel  Joy,  at  Philadelphia^  ts  Urn- 
committee  of  Congress,  were  read. 
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A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  December,  from  Cornelius  Haraet,  president  of  the 
coQTention  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  together  with  a  memorial  from  the 
nid  conrention,  and  a  deposition  of  Emperor  Mosely,  respecting  the  capture 
of  the  brig  Joseph,  by  the  schooner  Eagle,  Brasilia  Smith,  commander,  and 
an  iBYoice  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  said  brig,  at  the  time  of  the  capture, 
were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  and  that  the  let- 
ters on  this  subject,  formerly  committed  to  the  marine  committee,  be  referred 
to  this  committee : 

The  Qiembers  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Sergeant 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  fi^om  the  council  of  safety  of  Marylancf,  was  read. 

Besolv^,  That  Joseph  Gaither  be  appointed  a  signer  of  the  bills  of  credit, 
in  addition  to  those  already  appointed. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  letters  from  the  committee  of  Congress,  general  Wash- 
ington, and  Daniel  Joy,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Dr.  Thomas  Young  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee* 

A  memorial  from  Nathaniel  Donnel  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland,  to 
cause  the  tories  in  tl)e  counties  of  Somerset  and  Worcester  to  be  disarmed  as 

Suickly  as  possible ;  and  the  provisions  to  be  removed  from  those  counties, 
lat  have  been  collected  there  for  public  use. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  Georgia,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read. 

BesolveA,  That  Mr.  Burke,  of  Jamaica,  who  has  applied  to  Congress  to  be 
taken  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stateki,  be  referred  to  general  Wash- 
ington: 

^Eaolved,  That  Dr.  Burke  be  added  to  the  medical  committee ;  and  that 
he  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hooper* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hooper  have  leave  to  return  home. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  proceeding  of  the  com- 
mittees from  the  four  New-England  states,  and,  after  some  time,  the  presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Le^  reported,  that  the  committee  have 
Lad  under  consideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  but,  not  Mving  come 
to  a  conclusion,  desired  leave  to  sit  again : 

Resolved^  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  wbole,^to  consider  farther  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  committees  from  the  four  New-England  states. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  the  committee  of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  was 
read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adtjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDIJESDAY,  February  5,  1777. 

A\etter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  committee  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  was 
read ;  also,  a  resolution  entered  into  by  the  officers  of  the  Baltimore  town 
battaiioD,  was  laid  before  Congress : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  general  Putnam,  with  a  number  of  papers  enclosed,  and  a 

letter  from  the  North-Carolina  prisoners,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hudson,  the  pay-master  in  Baltimore,  be  directed  to 

settle  widi  colonel  Gist,  and  pay  such  of  his  men,  as  are  inlisted  to  serve 

tkree  years,  or  daring  the  war,  up  to  the  10th  of  this  month,  and  also  to  pay 
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the  Virg;inia  troops  on  their  march  to  g^enerai  Washington,  the  arrearages  of 
pay  due  to  them ;  and  that  he  transmit  an  account  of  what  he  pajs  to  the  pay- 
master general 9  in  order  to  regulate  the  future  pay  of  the  said  troops. 

Resolved^  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Hudson,  for 
the  public  service  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  Henricus  Godet»  of  Eustatia,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  secret  committee,  and  that  they  return 
an  answer. 

A  memorial  of  Gotleib  Klose,  a  native  of  Silesia,  and  late  a  missionai  j 
from  the  United  Brethren  to  the  negroes,  in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  was  read  ; 
setting  forth,  that  he  was  taken  on  his  passage  to  Bristol,  in  the  snow  Thomas, 
T.  Nicholson,  master,  b^  the  continental  cruiser,  Andrew  Doria ;  and  prar- 
ing  that  his  effects,  consisting  of  the  tools  of  his  trade,  and  clothing,  may  be 
I'estored  to  him  ;  Whereupon, 

Besqlvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  Edward  Southouse  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

A  petition  from  the  shipwrights  at  Fell's-potnt,  was  rei^i  '• 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  a  brigadier  be  appointed  for  the  troops  in  North -Carolina, 
and  tiiat  his  rank  be  determined  when  the  other  general  officers  for  the  ar- 
myare  elected : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Francis  Nash;  esq.  was  elected. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  captain  Henry  Johnson  to 
the  command  of  the  Lexington,  in  the  room  of  captain  Fulford,  who,  as  they 
inform,  has  declined : 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  Elijah  Bowen  be  appointed  first-lieutenant  of  the  said 
brig  Lexington. 

'  Resolved,  That  brigadier  Moore  be  directed  to  detach  into  the  different 
parts  of  North-Carolina,  recruiting  officers ;  and  that  he  be  careful  to  select 
such  for  that  purpose,  as  are  well  acquainted  and  esteemed  in  that  state : 

And,  in  order  to  expedite  this  important  purpose  of  recruiting  the  army» 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  Nash  use  his  personal  influence  in  the  western 
parts  of  that  state,  and,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  stimulate  the  inhalM- 
tants  to  inlist,  and  urse  the  recruiting  officers  to  be  active  in  their  duty,  as 
it  is  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  the  common  cause,  that  the  six  regi- 
ments, formerly  raised  in  P^orth-Carolina,  should  be  filled  up,  and  the  three 
lately  ordered,  recruited  to  their  full  complement,  before  the  15th  day  of 
March  next. 

Resolved,  That  brigadiers  Moore  and  Nash,  proceed  with  the  nine  conti- 
nental regiments,  raised  and  directed  to  be  raised  in  the  state  of  North-Caroli- 
na, to  join  general  Washin^n ;  and  that  they  begin  the  march  from  South- 
Carolina,  of  such  of  the  said  nine  regiments,  as  shall  be  then  there,  on  ttie 
15th  day  of  March  next,  and  of  such  continental  troops  as  shall  be  in  tiie  state 
of  North-Carolina,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  joined  by  the  regiments  which  are 
Qtdered,  as  aforesaid,  from  South-Carolina.  That  the  troops  be  marched  by 
regiments  or  ^rts  of  regiments,  as  the  commanding  officer  shall  judge  best. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  and  the  ex* 
ecutive  powers  of  the  several  states,  through  which  such  troops  shall  march 
on  their  way  to  head -quarters,  be  requested  to  render  them  every  assist- 
ance in  their  power,  to  expedite  their  progress : 

That  brigauier  Moore  be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  deputy  pay-master 
general  of  the  southern  department,  for  such  sums  of  money  as  sinall  be  ne- 
cessary to  procure  supplies  for  the  said  trooj^,  untU  they  join  the  continental 
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armj ;  aod  that  all  commissanes  and  quarter-masters  in  the  continental  ser- 
fic«k  who '  shall  be  in  the  states  through  which  the j  pass,  contribute  their 
best  endeavors  to  aid  in  carrying  this  resolve  itito  execution,  vrith  all  possi- 
ble exptfditioii.  '  '  ' 

Tte  board  of  war,  who  were  directed  to  confer  with  general  Armstrong, 
r^orted,  that  thiey  have  had  a  conference  with  him ;  that  the  conference 
tenied  upon  various  and  important  subjects,  relative  to  the  raising  the  new 
army,  snppljing  them  with  arms,  ammunition^  clothing,  provisions,  and  me-> 
(ficiaes: 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  digest  the  said  conf<^rehce,  and  bring  in 
a  proper  report  on  the  several  matters  mentioned,  saving  what  relat^  to 
medicines. 

Raioiivtd^  Tliat  the  mfediciCl  committee  be  empowered  to  employ  a  suita- 
ble person  in  each  of  the  states,  to  purchase  such  medicines  as  tney  shall  di- 
rect; ^tfie  Me  of  the  iirrtiy,  which  can  be'prdcui'ed  at  inj  reasonable  rates. 
Ordered^  That  the  said  committee  enquire  what  has  become  of  the  medi- 
cines which  Dr.  Morgan  took  from  Boston,  and  which  Dr.  Stringer  bought 
for  the  northern  army,  and  take  measures  to  have  them  secured,  and  applied 
to  the  use  of  the  army.    ' 
Residved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs: 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Piiae,  Mr.  Loveli,  and  Mr.  Burke. 
Mesohed,  lliat  Mr.  Thomas  Cummings  be  appointed  and  empowered  to 
supply  the  continental  troops,  ih  the  state  of  Maryland,  with  rations,  on  the 
Bost  reason^le  tehns  he'can,  till  the  farther  ordefs  of  Gongt^ss. 

Be$9lv9d,  That  William  Aylett,  esq.  deputy  commissary-general,  be  di- 
rected forthwith  to  purchase,  with  as  much  secrecy  as  possible,  and  lay  up 
in  proper  magazines,  eon  vetoient  to  water-carriage,  ander  the  care  and  Ma- 
nagement of  trusty  8tore-keepei;s,  a  quantity  of  good  merchantable  Indian- 
coni;  not  exceeding  tO.OOa  barrels. 

Metolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  North -Caro- 
&ia,«poa  a  warrant  from  the  governor  of  the  said  fitate  for  that  sum,  the 
saud  state  i»  be  accountable. 

JZesoIved,  That  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France,  be  directed  to 

use  their  utmost  endtftvors,  to  send,  without  delay,  80,000  blankets,  40,000 

csmplbte  suits  of  clothes,  for  soldiers,  of  green,  blue,  afnd  brown  colours,  with 

suitable  facings,  and  cloth  of  the  same  colours,  with  trimmings,  sufficient  for 

40,000  soita  more,  100,000  p4ir  of  stocking;s,  fit  for  soldiers,  1,000,000  of 

fints,  and  dOO  tons  of  lead,  in  armed  vessels,  to  such  parts  of  the  United 

States,  as  4ie  secret  committee  t^hsill  direct ;  that  they  pledge  the  faith  of 

die  United  States  for  complying  with  their  contracts ;  that  the  several  states^ 

be  requested  to  order  their  armed  vessels  into  the  sendee  of  the  United 

States,  onder  the'  direction  of  the  secret  committee;  that  they  be  allowed 

a  reasonaUe  compensation  for  the  use  thereof,  with  the  appraised  value  of 

svc^asmay  be  lost;  and  that  one  of  the  new  continental  thgates,  with  the 

armed  ressels  which  may  be  furnished  by  the  respective  states,  be  employed 

bf  tile  secret  committee,  to  export  produce,  and  import  military  stores  for 

tae  next  campaign. 

Mtemdved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  the  ex- 
traordtoary  senrice  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Caldwell,  of  New -Jersey,  and  re- 
port what  compensation  should  be  made  him  : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Page. 
Ceon-ess  resolved  itself  into  a' committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  'die 
letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from 
dw  foor  New-England  states ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  hate  had  under 
Vol  IF.  5 
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coDAideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  a  resolution 
thereon,  which  he  wa80i*dered  to  deliver,  when  Congress  is  ready  to  receive  U; 

Orderedf  That  it  be  now  received. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed^ 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from  the  four  New* 
England  states,  which  were  under  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  tbe 
Vrhole  Congress,  be  referred  to  a  committee^  of  five : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Chase,  .Mr.  J» 
Adam's,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Reived,  That  the  warrant  of  general  WasbingtoDa  for  ^00  dollars,  ia 
favor  of  colonel  Hartley,  be  paid  and  chained  to  the  account  of  th^  pay^ 
master  general,  and  that  an  account  thereof  be  transmitl)ed  to  the  said  pity- 
master  general.  *  ; 

Jiesolvedj  That  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  brigadier  Ai'mBtroog^^.  biigader 
major,  be  paid  and  charged  to  the  account  of  the  p^y-master  getieraC  <nd 
that  he  be  informed  thereof.  >  '       • 

The  several  matters  to  thi^  day  referredi  being  postponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  oVlock  to-morrow.  .      i  • 


%'.'\ 


THURSDAY;  February  6.  ITTT. 

Eesolvedj  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  treaiiry  c 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Paee,  and  Mr.  Elmer.  :    .  . 

A  number  of  copies  of  the  address  from  tbe  convention  of  Nev-Yorlc; 
to  their  constitueats,  translated  into  the  German  language,  were  sent  to 
Congress:  .  •      , 

Ordered,  That  thev  be  delivered  to  the  board  of  wv,  who  are  directed  te 
have  them  distributedf.  ;       .  : 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratioa  ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  colonel  H.  Hollingswotth  continue  to  supply  the  troops 
passing  through  the  Head  of  Elk,  with  provisions  at  the  usual  rales. 

A  motion  being  made  and  seconded^ 

Orderei^,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :      f 
,  The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  R.  11.  Lee,  Mr«  Sergeant,  Mr^ 
$herman,  and^Mr.  Hey  ward. 

Resolved,  That  1400  doHars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Robert  Cuounings,  for 
public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable.    ) 

Resolved,  That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  brigadier  Sinallwoodt  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  arrearages  due  to  his  late  battalion;  he  tobe  aacountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  deliver  to  colonel  Stone,  for  ibe  use 
of  his  battalion,  1050  yards  of  linen  and  cloth,  proper  for  facings  Cm*  his 
spldiers'  clothes. 

,  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  .state 
of  Georgia;  Wh^eupon«  r 

Resolved,  That  a  supply  of  arm?  and  clothing  for  tbe  continental  battal* 
ions,  in  Georgia;  ought  to  be  furnished  as  expeditiously  as  poss^iUe : 
^  And,  as  that  state  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  numerous  and  powerful  na- 
tions of  Indians,  it  is  |in  object  ofjimportant  consideration,  to  cultivate  their 
friendship  and  secure  peace  with  them ;  and  this  is  rendered  more  necessarj 
by  the  contiguity  of  those  nations  to  the  colonies  of  East  and  West-Florida, 
from  whence  the  agents  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain  are  perpetually  stimu- 
lating the  savages  to  make  war  upon  the  people  of  Geot^ia  i  therefore, 

Resolped,  That  the  secret  committee  oe  directed  to,  procure*  fiir  the  de* 
fence  of  Georgia,  a  supply  of  arais  and  clothing  for  the  continental  forces 
raised  as  the  quota  of  that  state,  and  that  they  ^o  procure  goods  for  car- 
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rjing  on  the  Indian  trade  to  the  amount  of  10,000  dollars,  in  addition  to  the 
20,000  dollars  advanced  by  the  secret  committee,  to  Mr.  Gwinnett,  for  that 
purpoM,  which  goods  mar  be  delivered  either  at  Charleston,  in  South -Caro- 
lina, or  in  Qeorgia,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  Indian  commissioners  of 
the  southern  de|)artment,  to  be  emplojred  in  securing  the  friendship  of  the 
soatbem  Indians. 

Jiesolvedj  That  as  soon  as  the  artillery  companies,  already  ordered  to  be 
rabed  in  Georgia,  are  completed,  ah  additional  company  of  artillery  be  raised 
on  the  continental  establishment  for  the  state  of  Georgia,  to  consist  of  1 
captain,  2  lieutenants  and  50  privates. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  or  war  direct  colonel  Buchanan,  whose  battalion 
is  under  orders  to  march  to  general  Washington,  to  proceed  immediately  with 
his  battalion  to  Somerset  and  Worcester  oounties,  to  suppress  the  insurgents 
in  those  parts ;  and  that  the  said  board,  hasten,  with  all  expedition,  the  march 
of  colonel  Gist  with  his  battalion. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  proceedings  of  the  committees 
from  the  four  New-Enriand  atates«  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  me  table. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tonnorrow. 

FRIDAY,  February  7, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland,  enclosing  a 
deposition  of  William  Patterson,  was  read. 

BemAved^  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  2d  Virginia  battalion,  in 
Baltimore,  be  directed  to  proceed  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  to 
Somerset  and  Worcester  counties,  on  the  Eastern -Shore,  to  assist  in  quelling, 
and  bringing  to  justice,  the  insurgents  in  those  parts ;  and  havins  performed 
that  business,  to  proceed  immediately  with  his  troops  to  general  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  supply  the  troops  of  the  2d  Virginia  bat- 
talion with  arms  and  necessary  accoutrements. 

Mr.  BuUer  Clairborne»  Mr.  Joseph  Scott,  and  Mr.  Spotswood  Dandridge, 
^ho  were  appointed  captaihs  of  the  artillery  battalion,  ordered  to  be  raised 
in  Vir^nta,  having  declined  that  service.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  three  captains  to  supply  their  places;  and,  the  ballots  beins  taken, 

Mr.  Anthony  Singleton,  Mr.  John  Winster,  and  Mr.  Jacob  Walker,  were 
elected. 

Resolved,  Tliat  an  extract  of  governor  Trumbull's  letter  of  the  12th  of 
January,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  pay  of  the  Connecticut  light -horse  who 
served  last  campaign,  be  transmittea  to  general  Washington,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  settle  their  pay,  and  give  orders  for  the  payment 

Resolved,  That  11 00  dollars  h^  advanced  to  the  committee  of  secret  cor- 
respondence for  public  service ;  th^y  to  be  accountable. 

Restdved,  lliat  Monday  se'nnight  be  assigned  for  electing  general  officers. 

Resohed,  That  Zachariah  Maccubin  be  appointed  a  signer  of  the  bills  of 
credit,  in  addition  to  those  already  appointed. 

Mr.  Lui  and  Mr.  Parviance,  who  were  appointed  by  the  board  of  war  to 

examine  the  accounts  of  Thomas  Nichols,  4iaving  reported,  that  it  appears 

by  the  treasurer's  books,  that  the  said  NichoU  received  533.30  dollars,  and 

Hmt  be  has  paid  54.65  dollars,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  of  478.55  dollars, 

d«e  from  him : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lux  and  Mr.  Purviance  be  requested  to  receive  from 
the  said  Nichols,  the  said  balance  of  478.55  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Nichols,  alias  Dudley,  who  is  in  custody 
on  suspicion  of  mal-practices,  be  confined  till  fardier  ordera. 
llie  committiee  of  treasury  reportedi  that4bere  is  due  to  tterard  Hopkins^ 
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for  six  chairs  aod  ft  pine-table  (or  the  uae  of  the*  treaaury-offic^,  £4,60 
dollars:  ,., 

To  AnthoDj  Dearing,  for  the  hire  of  his  tesiin  H.dajs  in  the  ser^rioe  of  the 
2d  Vinnnia  battalion,  on  their  march  to  join  general  Washingiony  Si  cMlars : 

To  Francis  Lewis,  esq.  for  cash  he  paid  ensign  John  Gassway,  for  the  siip- 

SDrt  of  sick  soldiers  on  the  road,  belonging  to  the  battalion^  late  ci^lond 
mallwood'sy  6  dollars : 

To  James  Calhoun,  esq.  chairman  of  the  .committee  of  observation  of 
Baltimore  county,  for  cash  he  paid  to  Mr.  James  Buchanan,  for  the  reward 
of  £  45,  for  taking  up  Alexanaer  M'Leod«  Daniel,  M*Leod»  and  Murdock 
M^CasUe,  three  of  the  NcHth-Carolina  prisoners,  who  broke  gaol,  and  for 
the  expenses  of  bringing  them  from  Booad-Cr^ek,  in  Sussex  county,  to  Bal- 
timore, the  sum  of  215.52  dollars :  .    . 

That  they  haye  examined, the  accounts  of  John  Montgnmery,  and  Jasper 
Yates,  esqrs.  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  for 
the  pay  and  part  rations  of  the  militia  of  West-Augusta  county,  in  Viiginia, 
and  Westmoreland  county,  in  Pennsylvania,  who  marched  to.  Pittsburg 
previous  to  the  late  Indian  treaty,  for  their  services  21  days;  and  Mr.  Yfttes^s 
expenses  for  that  time,  amounting  to  £  1505  13  8.  That  the  said  commis- 
sioners expended  on  their  return  to  Pittsburg,  with  the  Indian  chiefs  who 
visited  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  £  92  15  10,  the  whole  amounting  to 
£  1598  9  6,  of  which  they  received  on  account  of  Indian  expenses,  the  sum 
of  £  100 ;  and  that  there  remains  a  tialanc^  dne.to  them  of  £  1498  9  6,  equal 
to  3995.84 dollars: 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  the  hon.  Roger  Sherman,  esq.  for  the  hire  of 
JSdward  Whitmore^s  wagon,  and  two  horses,  taking  seven  Indians  of  the 
Penobscot  tribe,  from  New-Hsjiren  to  Marinec,^  6  8,  and  for  a  horse  belong- 
ing to  John  Pierpont,  taken  by  the  enemy  in  the  above  service  ^10,  botii 
sums  making  £  16  8,  lawful  money  of  New-Englapd,  ^nal  to  54.60  ddlars : 

That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Aitken,/or  paper,  ink -stands,  quills,  sealing- 
wax,  &c.  for  the  use  of  the  ti^easufy -office,  the  sum  of  87.41  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

Resolved^  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  printing  the 
journals: 
.The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


SATURDAY,  February  8,  1 777. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  the  committee  of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia* 
one,  of  the  31st  of  January,  from  eeneral  Washincton,  at  Morristowa;  one, 
of  Uie  3d  instant,  from  governor  Livingston,  at  Haddonfield,  New -Jersey  ; 
one,  of  the  31st  of  January,  from  Messrs.  Walton  and  Taylor,  at  Eaatoo; 
one,  of  the  23d  of  January,  from  |;eneral  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  with  sun- 
drv  pap^s  enclosed ;  and  one,  of  the  d4th  of  th^  same  month,  from  D. 
Wateroury,  were  read: 

(hrdereit  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

fiesoZiH^t  That  Dennis  Griffith  be  appointed  a  sigpoer  of  the  biUs  of  crediW 
in  addition  to  those  already  appointed. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported*  that  they  have  examined  the  account 
of  George  Lindenberger,  for  conveying  the  Hessian  officers  and  their  ser- 
vants, prisoners  from  Baltimore-town,  to  Dumfries,  in  Virginia;  and  that 
his  account  amounts  to  the  sum  of  J£192  12  3,  of  which  he  received  of  the 
treasurer,,^  112  10,  and  that  there  is  due  to  him,  a  balance  of  ^  49  11  % 
equal  to  132.21  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accoiinto  be  paid. 
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Resolved,  That  12,600  dollars  be  paid  to  Georgo  Noartb»  esq.  and  charged  to 
&eaccoaBtof  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  ^neral,  the  same  being  in 
fall  of  an  order  in  his  favour,  drawn  by  the  said  William  Palfrey*  dated 
I^ewtoo,  January  S£,  1777. 

Resolved^  Thtit  200,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  Congress,  i|i 
FhMsdelphia,  for  public  service ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  February  10,  1777. 

M' A  letter, jof  the  8th,  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland,  with  sundry 
aapere  enclosed,  relating  to  the  insurrection  on  the  Eastern -Shore  of  Mary- 
UHid ;  one,  ef  the  3d,  from  Southy  Simpson,  of  Accomac ;  and  one,  of  the 
11th  of  December  last,  from  general  Lee,  at  Morristown,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  Southy  Simpson  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
war. 

.  Ruolmdt  Tliat  it  be  recommended  to  the  ceuncil  of  safety  of  Mar^rland, 
to  prevent  the  sailing  of  all  provision  vessels,  while  the  enemy's  ships  of 
wnr  isfeat  the  baj ;  as,  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  apprehend,  they  can- 
not avoid  falling  into  the  possession  of  the  enemy. 

Boohed^  Tmi  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  James  Betton,  towards  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  carrying  money  to  the  eastern  states,  he  to  account  with 
tbe  state  of  New-Hampshire. 

Resolvedt  That  the  committee  of  Baltimore  be  desired  to  send  William 
Kgot,  a  prisoner,  under  a  trusty  guard,  to  the  town  of  York,  in  Pennsylva- 
Bia,  and  deliver  him  with  this  oraer,  to  the  committee  of  York -Town,'  who 
are  desired  to  have  the  said  William  Pigot  safely  and  securely  confined  in 
ptison  till  farther  orders. 

A  petition  from  colonel  Dugan  was  read : 

Ordeered^  That  it  be  referr^  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  petition  from  Timothy  Folger  was  read : 

Ordtred^  To  lie  on  die  table. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  board  of  war  inform  brigadier  Smallwood,  by  letter, 
that  Congress  have  ordered  such  a  number  of  troops  as  they  judge  neces- 
sary, for  suppressing  the  insurgents  on  the  Eastern-Shore  of  Maryland,  and 
direct  hinrtp  order  the  officers,  employed  on  the  recruiting  service,  to  ap- 
pljthemselveB  diligentiy  to  that  business. 

Tlie  sieveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Februartf  11,  1777. 

A  letter^  of  the  6th,  from  general  Mifflin,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Beaalvedt  That  450,000  dollars  be  sent  to  een.  Mifflin,  in  lieu  of  a  like  sum 
ordered  to  be  paid  him  by  a  drauffht  on  T.  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the 
lean-office,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  und  that  the  board  of  treasury  use 
their  utmost  endeavors  in  preparing  and  forwarding  this  sum. 

Rnoihedt  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  apppointed  to  devise  ways  aud 
means  of  supporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency,  and  supplying 
the  trtamry  with  money : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Chase, 
Afr.  EUery,  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Brownson. 

Resolved^  That  James  Franklin  and  William  Gibson  be  appointed  signers 
of  the  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  those  already  appointed. 

Betolvedp  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  salt-petre  committee : 

Tbe  members  chosen,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  Elmer, and  Mr.  Burke. 

Tbe  board  ef  treasury,  to  whom  the  petition  of  col.  Dugan  was  referred, 
brought  ill  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
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the  several  states  against  the  coDtinentj  and  of  such  of  the  said  states  as 
have  received  public  money  in  the  eastern  and  middle  departments. 

Resolved,  That  James  Walker,  Horatio  Johnson,  ana  John  Taylor,  te 
appointed  signers  of  the  billsof  credit^tn  addition  to  those  already  appointed. 

Resolved^  That  2000  dollars  be  paid  to  Benjamin  Crocket,  ana  chargetlb 
ta  the  account  of -colonel  Moses  Hazen,  for  the  nse  of  hiabatt^eH,  the  same 
being  in  full  of  an  order  of  lieoAenant  colonel  Edward  Antil,  in  favonr  of  the 
said  B.  Crocket,  dated  Wilmington,  Febroarj,  1777.  » 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  etvncil  oft  safety  of 
Pennsylvania  for  the  recruiting  service ;  the^d  state  to  be  accoantaUek 

The  committee  on  promoting  the  manufactured  sal  t^petre^  reported,  * 

<*  That  thev  have*  had  a  conference  with*  Jacob  Robaamen  ;*  fit>m  *whieh  it 
appears,  that  he  has  been  very  usefully  employed  fer  oae  year,  neictprtoed- 
ine  the  S5th  of  December  past,  in-  the  Mate  of  Yirvinia,  in  Ihe  mannCsctoffe  of 
salt-petre,  and  die;  instruction  of  aAl  persons  applying  to  kim  in.  the- process 
of  making  salt-petre,  under  a  contract  for  that  purpose  with  this  comiatttee: 
that,  in  £e  execution  of  this  bnsteess,  he  has  received  nothing  more  than  his 
expenses ;  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  he  is  entitJed  to  n 
farther  reward ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordendf  That  there  be  paid  to  the  said  Jacofar  Robsamen,  the  sam*  of  600 
dollars,  as  a  compensation  for  his  extraordinary  services  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  important Jbnsiness, 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  a  petition  from  divers  inludii^ 
tantsof  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Cressap,  of  Maryland,  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  whidi 
was  taken  into'eonsideration;  Whereupon,  *    *    .         r. 

Memdved,  That  it  would  be  improper  and  inexpedient  to  raise  at  piesft 
any  more  companies  finr  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers,  as  there  appears 
to  be  no  immediate  danger  of  ai^  Indian  war. 

A  letter,  of  Ae  Idth,  From  the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland^  wis  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  colonel  Campbell  was  refered, 
made  a  verbal  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  auditing  accounts  in  the  noHlierB 
department,  be  directed  to  make  enquiry  concerning  the  loss  of  colonel 
Campbell's  baggage,  in  the  retreat  of' the  army  from  ^ebec,  and  to  report 
to  Congress  a  state  of  the  facts  and  the  evidence  relating  to  them. 

Resolved,  That,  colonel  Campbell  be  continued  in  his  former  pay  and 
rank ;  that  he  be  directed  to  repair  immediately  to  the  commissioners  for 
Auditing  and  settlins  the  accounts  of  the  nortiiem  array,  and  settle  with  then 
the  accounts  of  his  Tate  department. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  or  general  Lee's  letter,  respecting  captain  Gfibaoii, 
be-sent  to  general  Wasmtigtof^  and  that  captain  Gibson  be  reooibniended  to 
thegeneralfor  promotion  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

l%e  committee  of  treasury  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  George  MK)andles,  for  entertalnhig  the  Yit^ginia  l^jtt- 
korse  on  their  march  to  join  general  Washington,  66.66  dollars : 

To  Jacob  Myers,  for  entertaining  the' Virginia  lijf^ht-horse,  on  their  martk 
to  join  general  Washington,  and  for  wagonage,  his  extraordinary  expensee 
and  trouble^  and  taking  care  of  the  sick,  439^75  dollars : 

To  captain  Henry  ^eafe,  for  the  pay  of  a  guard  of  militia  ovet  the  pri- 
soners, from  the  £4th  of  December,  to  the  3d  of  February,  1 1 8.54  dollars : 

To  Robert  Jewell,  for  maintaining  prisoners  in  the  new  gaol  of  Fiiiladel- 
phia,  and  for  the  salary  of  himself^and  his  two  assistants,  to  the  24th  of 
Januarv,  766.79  dollars : 

To  Xohn  Griffith,  for  sundry  supplies  of  provisions,  wood,  &c.  in  the  euani- 
house  and  prison  for  prisoners,  and  for  cash  he  paid  for  tiie  support  otCaro* 
Hna  prisoners  in  Baltimore,  301.15  dollars : 
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To  John  Gibson,  esq.  for  cash  he  paid  to  Michael  Watman,  for  the  hire 
of  his  wagon,  bringiug  paper  for  continental  money  from  Philadelphia  to 
Baltimore,  38.6  dollars. 

To  Daniel  CU-ant,  for  provisions,  firing,  &c.  to  a  guard  over  the  treasury, 
nine  days,  byorder  of  the  board  of  treasury  at  Baltimore,  22.26  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Jh^  committee  on  deserters,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  committees  from  the  four  New-England  states  \  and, 
after  debate, 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  February  14,  1777. 

A.memorial  from  Thomas  Erwing,  of  Baltimore,  wa?  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  secret  committee. 

The  medical  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  same  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  T.  Paiae  be  empowered  and  directed  to  contract 
with  colonel  Gridley,  for  forty  8-inch  iron  howitzers,  upon  terms  that  he 
sdialJ  judge  reasonable,  and  cause  ten  of  them  to  be  mounted,  and  sent  to 
TloondercNga. 

OrderealT\iVi\  the  board  of  treasury  direct  the  managers  of  the  lottery,  to 
send,  with  all  expedition,  tickets  of  the  first  class  to  the  several  states. 

Resolved,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Antoine  Selin,  to- 
wards raising  major  OttendorPs  corps,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  major  Ottendorf. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  ta^le. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tlie  board  of  war. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from  the  four  New^-England  states,  and 
after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Elmer  have  leave  of  absence,  public  business  requiring 
his  attendance  at  home. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  February  15,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  governor  Henry,  was  read ; 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referr^  to  the  board  of  war. 
(Mend,  That  the  copy  of  general  Howe's  letter,  which  was  enclosed  in 
general  Washin^on's  letter  of  the  5th,  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  British  and  Hessian  officers. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  on  the  proceedings 
oTiJktt  committees  from  the  four  New-England  states,  brought  in  another  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  consideration  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  considering  the  situation  of  the  New-Ensland  states.  Con- 
cress  approve  of  the  measures  adopted  and  recommended  by  the  committees 
mm  the  four  New-England  states,  for  the  defence  of  the  state  of  Rhode- 
Island  ;  and  also  of  the  measures  to  be  takeo  for  preventing  the  depreciatioB 
Vol.  11.  6 
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of  their  currencj,  except  that  part  which  recommeDds  the  striking  bills 
bearing  interest,  which,  being  a  measure  tending  to  depreciate  the  conti- 
nental and  other  currencies,  ought  not  to  be  adopted,  and  it  is  so  recom- 
mended by  Congress  to  the  said  New-England  states : 

That  the  plan  for  regulating  the  price  of  labor,  of  manufactures  and  inter- 
nal produce  within  those  states,  and  of  goods  imported  from  foreign  parts, 
except  military  stores,  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  other  United 
States :  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them,  to  adopt  such  measures,  as 
the  J  shall  think  most  expedient  to  remedy  the  evils  occasioned  by.  the  pre- 
sent fluctuating  and  exorbitant  prices  of  the  articles  aforesaid  : 

That,  for  this  purpose,  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures,  or,  in  their 
recess,  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  states  of  New-York,  New -Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  to  appoint  commissioners 
to  meet  at  York-Town,  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  3d  Monday  in  Marcb  next, 
to  consider  of,  and  form  a  system  of  regulation  adapted  to  those  states,  to  be 
laid  before  the  respective  legislatures  of  each  state,  for  their  approbation : 

That,  for  the  like  purpose,  it  be  recommend^  to  the  legislatures,  or 
executive  powers  in  the  recess  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  of  North- 
Carolina,  South -Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet  at 
Charleston,  in  South -Carolina,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  next : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  to  take 
the  most  effectual  measures  for  manning  the  continental  frigates,  fitted  for 
the  sea  in  their  respective  states : 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  United  States,  to  avoid,  as  far 
as  possible,  farther  emissions  of  paper  money,  and  to  take  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  speedily  drawing  in  and  sinking  their  paper  currencj  already 
emitted : 

That  such  parts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from  the  four  New- 
England  states,  as  relate  to  the  price  of  labor  and  other  things,  be  publish- 
ed and  transmitted  to  the  other  states,  together  with  these  resolutions  : 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported. 

That  tliere  is  due  to  William  Lavely^  for  entertaining  a  party  of  the  Vir- 
ginia light-horse,  on  their  march  to  gen.  Washington,  14.48  dollars. 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  the  honourable  Mann  Page,,  on  account  of 
Henry  Baker,  for  provisions  supplied  by  him  to  captun  Morgan's  company, 
of  Virginia,  in  July,  1775, 56.20  dollars : 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  Peter  Kemp,  for  a  wagon-horse,  that  was 
impressed  in  public  service,  and  died  on  his  return  from  Philadelphia,  where 
he  bad  been  with  basgage  belonging  to  the  Virginia  troops,  80  dollars : 

That  there  shoula  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  500  dollars  for  the 
public  service,  and  for  which  they  are  to  be  accountable : 

Orderedy  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Besolvedy  That  1500  dollars  be  advanced  to  Gerard  Hopkins,  son  of 
Richard,  quarter-master  in  Baltimore,  for  public  service ;  he  to  be  accoant- 
able. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  James  Home,  a  prisoner,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  who  are  empow^- 
ed  to  do  therein  what  they  shall  judge  proper. 

The  secret  committee  naving  informed  Congress,  that  their  a^nts  in  the 
eastern  states,  have,  by  their  order  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of 
Congress,  purchased  a  quantity  of  clothing  for  the  army,  to  the  amount  of 
^  36,000,  lawful  money. 

Resolved^  That  120.000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  secret  committee.  t9 
payfor  the  said  goods,  the  committee  to  be  accountable. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday.    - 
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MONDAY,  February  \7,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  Idtb,  from  the  committee  of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia ; 
and  one,  of  the  14th,  from  colonel  Gist,  enclosing  a  proclamation  bj  the  aa- 
semblf  of  Maryland,  were  read. 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  gen- 
eral Schuyler,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Congress  approve  bf  the  attention  which  general  Schuy- 
ler has  given  to  secure  me  friendship  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  towards 
these  states,  and  of  the  measures  which  he  is  taking  to  defeat  the  evil  de- 
signs of  our  enemies,  who,  with  unremitting  cruelty,  are  endeavouring  to 
precipitate  these  Indians  into  a  war  against  us. 

That  10,000  dollars  be  delivered  out  of  the  military  chest  in  Albany,  to 
the  commissioners  of  Indian  aftairs  for  the  northern  department,  who  are 
desired  to  purchase  therewith,  in  these  United  States,  such  Indian  goods  as 
maj  be  proper,  and  distribute  the  same  among  the  Indian  nations  in  their 
department,  in  such  manner  as  thev  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  cultivate 
the  peace  and  friendship  of  the  said  nations,  and  that  the  commissioners  di- 
rect such  persons  as  they  shall  employ  to  purchase  the  said  goods,  that  they 
do  not  bid  against  others  already  employed  in  purchasing  ^ods  for  these 
United  States. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  ad-^' 
ranee  £0  dollars  to  each  seaman,  who  will  enter  to  serve  on  board  the  Lex^ 
ington,  the  same  to  be  deducted  out  of  their  share  of  the  prize-money,  aris- 
ing from  the  captures  made  by  the  said  Lexington. 

Resolved^  That  a  conAnittee  of  five  be  appointed  to  revise  the  regulations 
of  the  post-office,  and  report  a  plan  of  carrying  it  on,  so  as  to  render  the 
Conveyance  of  intelligence  more  expeditious  ana  certain. 

The,  members  chosen,  Mr*  Hey  ward,  Mr.^.  Adams,  Mr.  Witherspoon^ 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  on  Tuesday,  the  ^th  instant,  when  Congress  adjourn,  it 
ah&U  be  adiourned  from  Baltimore  to  meet  at  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  the  state 

mnd  situation  of  the  North-Carolina  prisoners,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Rumsey,  and  Mr.  Burle. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to 

prepare  a  plan  for  suppressing  the  internal  enemies  of  America,  and  pre- 

Teoting  a  communication  of  intelligence  to  our  enemies : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  bei-e-committed,  and  tliat  two  members  be  added 
to  the  committee : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  £0,000  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  William  Crawford  for 
imising  and  equipping  his  respment,  which  is  part  of  the  Virginia  new  levies. 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Aquua  Norris  be  appointed  a  signer  of  the  conti- 
nental bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  those  already  appointed. 

Congress  having  this  day  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  meditate 
ex]^ition  to  the  bay  ot  Chesapeake  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  that  the 


JBastem-Shore  is  the  first  objector  place  of  landing;: 

Resolved,  That  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  be  requested  to  take 
iiD mediate,  and  the  most  effectual,  measures  that  (lie  stocks  be  removed  from 
their  respective  Eastern-Shore  counties,  and  their  adjacent  islands,  or  so  se- 
cured, that  they  may  not  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  and  that  means  the 
oic»st  effectual  oe  taken  to  protect  and  secure  the  well  affected  inhabitants 
from  the  insults  and  plunder  of,  the  enemy. 

Chrdered,  That  the  marine  committee  deliver  the  Lexington,  when  fitted 
for  the  sea  and  manned,  to  the  order  of  the  committee  of  secret  correspond 
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Ordered,  That  the  secret-committee  forward  to  the  council  of  Massacha- 
setts-Bay,  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  5th  inst.  requesting  the  several 
states  to  order  their  armed  vessels  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  direction  of  the  secret  committee ;  and  that  they  request  the  said  council  to 
send  in  one  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  their  state,  a  trusty, person,  at  the 
expense  of  the  continent,  who  shall  take  charee  of  such  papers  as  shall  be 
entrusted  to  him  by  the  secret-committee,  and  govern  himself  agreeable  to 
the  orders  he  shall  receive  from  the  said  committee. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponedt 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  February  18,  1777. 

Mr.  Heyward,  attending  in  his  place,  produced  credentials  qf  a  newap- 
ointment,  which  were  read  as  follows :  "^ 

<*  South-Carolina.  In  Gkneral  Assembly,  the  10th  day  of  Jafu  1777. 

The  members  of  the  legislative  council,  and  of  the  house  jointly,  voted 
for  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in  the  Continental  Coneress ;  and,  the^ 
ballots  being  reckoned,  Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the  hon.  Arthur  Middle- 
ton,  Thomas  Heyward,  jun.  and  Henry  liaurens,  esqrs.  having  a  majority  of 
votes  of  the  members  present,  were  duly  elected. 

*«  In  General  Assembly,  the  QOth  day  of  January,  1777. 

/*  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  delegates  of  this  state  in  the  Continental 
Congress,  already  ar  hereafter  to  be  elected,  or  a  majority  of  such  of  them 
as  shall,  at  any  time,  be  present  in  the  said  Conmss,  or  any  one  of  the  said 
delegates,  if  no  more  than  one  shall  be  present,  be,  and  they  and  he  are  and 
is,  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  for  ^nd  in  behalf  of  this  state,  to  con- 
cert, agree  to,  and  execute  every  measure  which  they  or  he,  together  with  a 
majority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  defence^ 
security,  interest,  or  Welfare  of  this  state  in  particular,  and  of  America  in 
general. 

*'  In  the  General  Assembly,  the  Sllst  day  of  January,  1 777. 

*^  The  members  of  both  houses  proceeded  to  ballot  jointly  for  two  more 
delegates  to  represent  this  state  in  Continental  Congress,  and  the  ballots 
being  cast  up,  Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  only  the  hon.  Charles  Pinckney, 
esq.  of  the  gentlemen  that  were  bal  lotted  for,  had  the  votes  of  a  majontrof 
th€^  members  present,  who  was  accordingly  declared  duly  elected.  The 
members  of  both  houses  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  other  delegate,  and 
the  votes  bein^  reckoned,  Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the  hon.  Paul  Trapier, 
jun.  esq.  was  duly  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  ballots  of  the  members  present. 
True  extracts  from  the  journals, 

"  PETER  TIMOTHY,  CI.  G.  A." 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  Mr.  Walton  and  Mr.  Taylor,  at  Durham,  with 
a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  proceedings  with  the  Indians,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  the  committee  of 'Congress,  at  Philadel[>hia; 
ope,  of  the  SSlA,  and  one,  of  the  25th  of  January,  from  the  committee  of 
safety  for  the  state  of  New- York,  at  Fishkill ;  one,  of  the  11th,  from  gen. 
Washington,  at  Morristown,  with  sundry  letters  from  French  officers ;  one, 
of  the  28th  of  January,  from  brigadier  Moore,  at  Charleston ;  and  one,  <^ 
the  24th  of  the  same  month,  from  brigadier  Howe,  at  the  same  place,  with 
sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read : 

Oraeredj  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  Howe,  vnth  the  papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  South-Carolinay  North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
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Ordendj  That  the  letters  from  the  coancil  of  safety  of  New-York,  be  re- 
ferred io  the  board  of  war. 

Sesohedj  That  general  Washinston  be  directed  to  caase  an  enquiry  to  be 
made  ioto  the  military  abilities  and  conduct  of  the  French  gentlemen  in  the 
army,  and  how  far  tiiey  can  be  usefully  employed  in  the  service  of  these 
states,  and  to  dismiss  such  of  them  as  he  shall  find  unworthy  of  commis- 
lians,  or  unable  to  render  service  in  the  military  line. 

Mr.  Chase,  attending  in  his  place,  prodi|ced  credentials  of  a  new  appoint- 
ment of  del^;ates  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

"In  the  House  of  Delegates,  February  15,  1777- 

**  On  striking  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  for  delegates  to  represent  this 
state  in  Congress,  a  majority  appeared  in  favor  of  Samuel  Chase,  Benjamin 
Rumsey,  WOliam  Smith,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  Thomas  Stone  and 
William  Paca,  esqrs.  Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Samuel  Chase, 
Benjamin  Rumsey,  William  Smith,  CharlesCarroU,  of  Carrollton,  Thomas 
Stone  and  William  Paca,  esqrs.  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  be  delegates  to 
represent  this  state  in  Congress. 

^  By  order,  G.  DUVAL,  CUc.  Ho.  DeV^ 

Resolved,  That  Darby  Lux  and  Daniel  Carroll  be  appointed  signers  of  the 
continental  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  those  already  appointed. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  propriety  of  appointing  an  additional 
number  of  general  officers ;  and,  after  debate. 

Reeved,  That  three  maiors-general  be  appointed. 

The  several  matters  to  tnis  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  19,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Campbell  have  leave  to  go  to  Virginia,  to  transact 
.some  business  relative  to  his  own  private  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  6000  dollars  be  paid  to  Christopher  Richmond,  and  charged 
to  the  account  of  brigadier  W.  Smallwood,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
arrearages  due  to  the  battalion  and  independent  companies,  serving  last  cam- 
paign, under  the  command  of  the  saia  brigadier,  then  col.  Smallwood,  the 
same  being  in  full  of  his  draught  in  favor  of  the  said  C.  Richmond,  dated 
Annapolis,  February  15,  1777.  r 

Besolved,  That  in  voting  for  general  officers,  a  due  regard  shall  be  had  to 
the  line  of  succession,  the  merit  of  the  persons  proposed,  and  the  quota  of 
troops  raised,«'and  to  be  raised,  by  each  state. 

Jiisolved,  That  the  number  of  major-generals,  now  to  be  appointed,  be  five. 

Reaolvedt  That  brigadier  Lewis  be  directed  to  order  all  the  troops,  raised 
in  Virginia  for  the  continental  army,  to  march,  immediately,  by  the  nearest 
route,  in  companies  and  parts  of  companies,  to  general  Washington's  armj, 
proper  officers  being  left  behind  to  recruit  the  companies  or  corps  that  are 
deficient  in  numbers,  and  to  bring  up  the  recruits  when  raised. 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  deliver  out  of  the  public  stores,  120 
yards  of  coarse  duffels,  to  the  captain  of  the  Lexington,  to  supply  the  place 
•f  bUnkets  for  the  men  on  board  the  said  vessel. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  five  major-generals  ;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected,  viz.  lord  Stirling, 
'iliomas  Mifflin,  Artliur  St.  Clair,  Adam  Stephens,  BeDJamin  Lincoln. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hudson  pay  captain  Jones,  of  the  Virginia  light-horse, 
three  months'  pay,  and  the  privates  with  him,  each,  one  months'  pay,  and 
transmit  an  account  thereof  to  the  pay-master  general. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  tetl  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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THURSDAY,  February  20.  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  sen.  Washington,  at  Morristown,  enclosing  one, 
of  the  9th,  to  him  from  gen.  Lee,  at  New- York,  and  one,  of  the  10th,  from 
the  same  to  Congress ;  three,  of  the  17th,  from  the  committee  of  Congress  at 
Philadelphia ;  one,  of  the  30th  of  January,  and  one,  of  the  first  of  Febraarjr, 
from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  one,  of  the  30th  of  January,  from 
the  committee  of  safety  of  Neifv  -Hampshire ;  one,  of  the  Sd,  from  gov.  Cookp, 
at  Providence;  one,  of  the  7th,  from  gov.  Trumbull ;  one,  of  the  14th,  from 
gen.  Washington,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  relative  to  the  hospital ;  one, 
of  the  £8th  of  January,  from  gen.  Ward  :  and  one,  of  the  2d  inst.  from  col. 
Wayne  were  read. 

Resolvedy  That  500,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay-master  general,  for  the 
use  of  the  army. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Washington,  with  the  papers  relative 
to  the  hospital,  be  referred  to  the  medical  coipmittee ;  that  the  letter  from 
gen.  Lee  lie  on  the  table ;  and  that  the  other  letters  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  fie  appointed  to  confer  with  col. 
Buchanan,  on  the  subject  of  a  contract  for  supplying  the  army  with  provisions : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  W.  smith. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  copy  of  general  Howe's  letter  to  gen.  Wash- 
ington was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion; Whereupon,^ 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  immediately  to  order  the 
five  Hessian  field-officers  and  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  into  safe  and 
close  custody ;  it  being  the  unalterable  resolution  of  Congress  to  retaliate 
on  them  the  same  punishment  as  may  be  inflicted  on  the  person  of  ^n.  Lee: 

l*hat,  to  manifest  to  all  the  world  how  averse  Congress  are  to  this  severe, 
but  necessary  measure,  which  alone  can  teach  our  cruel  enemies  to  regard 
the  laws  of  nations  and  the  rights  of  humanity ;  and  that  Congress  not  ooJ/ 
lament,  but  would  willingly  avtrid  the  necessity  of  this  just  retaliation, 

Ordered^  That.the  board  of  war  transmit  to  each  of  the  Hessian  officers 
and  to  col.  Campbell,  copies  of  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  January, 
of  such  part  of  gen.  Washington's  letter  of  the  13th,  and  of  gen.  Howe's 
answer  thereto,  of  the  23d  of  January,  as  relates  to  gen.  Lee :  and  inform 
those  officers  that  the  conduct  of  gen.  Howe  alone  induces  Congress  to  treat 
them  In  a  manner  so  very  different  from  that  which  has  ever  been  shewn  to 
all  other  prisoners  of  war  of  these  states ;  and  that,  if  any  of  them  think 
proper  to  write  on  this  subject  to  the  British  or  Hessian  general,  the  letter 
shall  be  transmitted  by  a  fla^. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  gen.  Gates,  and  inform  him,  it  is 
the  earnest  desire  of  Congress,  that  he  should  resume  the  office  of  adjutant- 
general,  and  that  his  present  rank  and  pay  shall  be  continued  to  him. 

The  committee  on  ways  and  means  of*  supplying  the  treasury,  and  sup- 
porting the  credit  of  the  continental  currency,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Congress  resumed  the  subject  of  encreasing  the  number  of  general-offi- 
cers; and,  thereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  ten  brigadiers  be  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  election  of  these  brigadiers  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  commiftee  on  the  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Patton,  for  his  services  attending  Confess  from  the  4th  of 
December  to  the  20th  of  February,  being  78  days;  and  for  ink-powder,  can- 
dles, &c.  79.35  dollars : 

To  Robert  M'Gee,  for  the  hire  of  his  wagon,  taking  the  baggage  of  capt. 
Yates's  company  of  the  4th  battalion  of  Maryland  forces,  26  dollars : 
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To  William  Adams^  for  stabling,  oats,  &c.  for  eight  wagon-horses  and 
three  Virginia  li^t-horse,  1 1  dollars : 

To  Dr.  Frederick  Phjle^  for  the  amoiuit  of  his  account  for  medicine  and 
attendance  to  the  German  battalion,  in  Philadelphia,  199.48  dollars : 

To  John  Fleming,  for  the  hire  of  his  team  20  days  in  the  service  of  the 
arm/,  and  for  ferriages  paid  by  him,  80.27  dollars,  and  4  dollars,  for  the  fer- 
riage of  his  wi^n  and  horses  over  Bald-Friars,  on  the  Susquehanna,  kept 
by  Alexander  Ewing,  as  appears  by  his  receipt,  and  which  the  said  Fleming 
was  compelled  to  pay,  or  he  could  not  pass,  and  whicb  appears  an  extor- 
tionate sum :  the  wnole  amounts  to  84.27  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  February  21, 1777. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  plan  reported  for  suppress- 
ing the  internal  enemies  of  America,  and  preventing  a  communication  of 
intelligence  to  the  other  enemies  of  these  states,  brougnt  in  a  report,  which 
was  r^ul : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  10th  from  general  Lee; 
and,  thereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  inform  gen.  Lee,  that 
Congress  are  pursuing,  and  will  continue  to  pursue,  every  means  in  their 
power  to  provide  for  his  personal  safety,  and  to  obtain  his  liberty : 

That  gen.  Washington  inform  him  of  the  steps  taken  to  effect  Uiese  ends, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  accjuaint  him,  that  Congress  jud^e  it  altogether  im- 
proper to  send  any  of  their  body  to  communicate  with  hira,  and  that  thej 
cannot  perceive  how  a  compliance  with  his  request  will  tend  to  his  advan- 
tage or  the  interest  of  the  public. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
brigadiers,  previously  agreeing,  that  the  rank  oi  the  brigadiers,  now  to  be 
elected,  sihall  be  settled  after  the  elections ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taJcen 
and  counted,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected : 

Cof.  EnockPoor,  col.  J.  Glover,  col.  J.  Patterson,  col.  Anthony  Wayne, 
coL  James  Mitchel  Varnum,  col.  J.  P.  De  Haas,  col.  G.  Weedon,  col.  P. 
Muhlenberg,  col.  J.  Cadwallader,  and  col.  W.  Woodford. 

Resohed,  That  the  rank  of  the  foregoing  brigadiers,  aiid  of  brigadier  Nash, 
be  settled  to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  February  22,  1777. 

Resolved^  That  Thomas  Bullit,  esq.  deputy  adjutant-general,  have  the 
rank  of  a  colonel  on  the  continental  establishment. 

Congress  proceeded  to  settle  the  rank  of  the  brigadiers  elected  yesterday, 
and  otbriffadier  Nash,  with  respect  to  each  other ;  and,  thereupon, 

Benlvm,  That  such  as  are  in  the  continental  service,  take  rank  according 
to  the  dates  of  their  commissions,  and  the  rank  they  held  in  the  army  at  the 
time  of  their  promotion ;  and  that  such  as  do  not  liold  continental  commis- 
sions, stand  after  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  elected. 

On  motion^  '*That  colonel  Woodford,  who  formerly  held  a  commission  tof 
colonel  in  the  continental  service,  but  resigned,  take  rank  according  to  the 
3Mt»  of  the  said  commission :" 

Question  put — rCarried  in  the  negative. 

A  memorial  from  Regnier  de  Roussi,  and  a  representation  from  Thomas 
jgA^thtrford,  and  three  other  prisoners  from  North-Carolina,  were  read : 
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Ordered,  That  the  memorial  from  Regnier  dc  Roussi  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war ;  and, 

That  the  representation  from  the  North-Carolina  prisoners  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treasury. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  be  borrowed  on  loan-office  cer* 
tificates,  of  the  following  denominations  : 


2500  of  200  dollare  ^ch,  500,000 

9185      300  ditto,  2,755,500 

7350     400  ditto,  2,940,000 

55ia      500  ditto,  2,756,500 


3675     600  dollars  each,         2,205,00D 
1843    1000  ditto,  1,843,000 


30,066  13,000,000 

Resolved^  That  all  certificates,  issumg  after  the  first  emission,  be  signed 
by  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  treasurer,  or  Samuel  Hillegas,  and  countersigned 
agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  Sd  of  October,  1776,  and  15tli 

of  January,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  tlie  report  be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  remain  in  Baltimore  till  the 
farther  orders  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  John  Gib- 
son, e^.  auditor -general,  to  be  subject  to  the  draughts  or  orders  of  Congress; 
he  to  be  accountable 

Resolved,  That  400  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  Connecticut,  and 
charged  to  that  state. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Jost  Triesback  be  appointed  a  captain,  and  Cliariea 
Merckle  a  lieutenant,  in  majcfr  OttendorPs  corps : 

That  1500  dollars  be  paid  to  Dr.  Samuel  M*Kenzie,  for  the  use  of  tht 
hospital  in  Baltimore;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Kesolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury : 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  William  Smith. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday.  ^ 

MONDAY,  February  24,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  December  last,  from  major-general  Ward ;  one,  of  the 
12th,  from  col.  G.  Morgan,  at  Pittsburg,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed ;  one, 
of  the  22d,  from  the  committee  of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia ;  one,  of  the  20th, 
from  een.  Washington ;  and  one,  of  the  20th,  from  G.  Walton,  esq .  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  colonel  Mor^n,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affai|i*s ;  and  that  the  letter  from 
general  Ward,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved^  That  2600  dollars  be  paid  to  lieutenant  Hudson  Martin,  and 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  pay-master  general ;  the  same  being  in  full  of 
an  order  drawn  by  general  Washington,  on  William  Palfrey,  pay-master 
general,  in  fayor  of  Leyin  Joynes,  dated  February  10, 1777,  and  endorsed  by 
the  said  Joynes  to  captain  Woodson,  and  by  captain  Woodson  to  the  said 
lieutenant  H.  Martin. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Congress,  and  that  from 
general  Washington,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole : 

Congress,  thereupon,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole;  and, 
after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair ;  and  Mr.  Harrispn  reported^ 
that  the  committee  have  taken  into  consideration  tlie  letters  referred  tothem, 
and  have  come  to  sundry  resolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report 

The  resolutions  reported  fr'om  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress  being 
lead,  and  the  question  put  on  each,  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 
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Resolvtdt  That  general  Washin^n  be  informed,  that  it  will  be  agrecabU 
to  Congress,  that  he  call  over  to  him,  such  farther  aid  from  the  troops  under 
general  Heath,  as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  that  he  order  all  the  continental 
troops  that  are  at  Piovidence,  immediately  to  join  him : 

Inat  the  convention  of  New-York  be  desired  to  place  as  many  militia  on 
the  Highlands  as  may  be  sufficient  to  defend  those  passes  against  any 
aittemptfl  oi  the  enemy,  during  the  absence  of  the  resular  troops. 
And,  in  order  farther  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  G;eneral, 
Besolvtdt  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  send  letters  by  express  to 
Ae  colonels  or  other  commanding  officers  of  the  several  regiments,  now 
raising  and  recruiting  in  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  Vu^nia,  ordering  them  immediately  to  march  the  troops  iq listed  under 
their  command,  by  companies  and  parts  of  companies,  to  join  the  army  under 
general  Washington ;  proper  officers  being  left  behind,  to  recruit  the  com^ 
panies  or  corps  that  are  not  yet  completed^apd  to  bring  up  the  recruits: 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  write  similar  letters  to  the  c<rfo- 
Bels  or  oBier  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  now  raisine  and  recruiting 
in  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Con- 
necticut, New^York,  and  New-Jersey,  excepting  such  regiments  as  he  shall 
destine  for  the  service  of  the  northern  department: 

That  the  sovernor  of  New-Jersey  be  requested  to  order  the  militia  of  that 
state  property  armed  and  eouipped,  immediately  to  join  the  general ;  and 
Hukt  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  also  requested  to  send  to  the 
aid  of  the  general,  such  of  their  militia,  properly  armed  and  equipped,  as 
are  contiguous  to  New-Jersey.  It  being  the  earnest  desire  of  Congress,  to 
make  the  army  under  the  immediate  command  of  general  Washington,  suf- 
ficiently strong,  not  only  to  curb  and  confine  the  enemy  within  their  pre- 
sent quarters,  and  prevent  them  from  drawing  support  of  any  kind  from  the 
country,  but,  by  the  divine  blessing,  totally  to  subdue  them  before  they  can 
be  reinforced. 

Conmss  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the 
14th :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  states  be  requested  to  take  the  most  effectual 
•teps  for  immediately  collecting  from  the  inhabitants,  not  in  actual  service, 
all  continental  arms,  and  give  notice  of  the  number  they  shall  collect  to 
general  Washington: 

That  all  arms  and  accoutrements,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  be 
stamped  or  marked  with  the  words  United  States  ;  all  arms  already  made  to 
be  stsmped  upon  such  parts  as  will  receive  the  impression,  and  those  here- 
after to  be  manufactured,  to  be  stamped  witli  the  said  words  on  every  part 
composing  the  stand  ;  and  all  arms  and  accoutrements  so  stamped  or  mark- 
ed, shall  be  taken  wherever  found  for  the  use  of  the  states,  except  they  shall 
be  in  the  hands  of  those  actually  in  continental  service : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  to  enact 
proper  laws  for  the  punishment  of  tiiose  who  shall  unlawfully  take,  secrete, 
relmae  or  neglect  to  deliver,  any  continental  arms  or  accoutrements  which 
IImit  nay  have  in  their  possession. 

iMeredj  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  till  to- 

itoOfTOW. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
jldj^^***^^^  ^  ^°  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  February  25,  1777. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war : 
IVherenpon, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  several  states  be  requested  and  empowered  to  borrow 
Vol.  II.  7 
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or  purchase,  on  behalf  of  the  continent,  from  the  militia  within  ^e  said 
states,  respectively,  as  many  good  and  sufficient  arms  as  can  possibly  be 
procured* 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Haymaker  was  read,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  c<Mn- 
pensation  for  some  horses  stolen  from  him  by  the  Indians : 

On  the  question  put,  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition,— -Carried 
in  the  negative. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  state  of  the  North-Carolina  prisoners  was  re- 
ferred, brought  in  «  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Wbere- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  the  prisoners  from  North -Carolina,  now  in  prison,  or  un- 
der guard  in  Baltimore,  be  put  upon  their  parole,  and  en^eed  to  continue 
at  Fredericktown,  in  Maryland,  or  within  one  mile  of  it,  tdlthe  farther  or- 
der of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brou^t  in  the  report,  carry  the  reso- 
lution into  execution,  and  take  such  security  of  the  prisoners,  for  the  faith- 
ful observance  of  their  parole,  as  the  said  committee  think  proper : 

Congress  being  informed  diat  a  quantity  of  woollens  are  brousht  into  tiie 
port  of  Baltimore,  by  a  privateer  belonging  to  the  state  of  New- York,  which 
are  fit  for  the  armm  and  immediately  necessary  for  clothing  and  supplying 
the  new  raised  levies ; 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  appoint  proper  persons  to 
appraise  the  said  woollens,  in  order  that  the  value  of  the  same  may  be  paid 
to  the  state  of  New-York,  or  that  a  like  quantity  of  woollens  be  supplied 
that  state  from  the  clothier-general ;  and  that  the  iKmrd  of  war  give  directions 
for  having  the  cloth,  thus  obtained,  made  up  as  quickly  as  possible  into  s/A- 
diers' clothes.    ^ 

The  committee  on  the  post-office  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  deserters; 
and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

To  the  end,  that  the  most  speedy  stop  may  be  put  to  the  pernicious  and 
unsoldierly  practice  of  deserting,  and  that  such  offender's  who  receive  the 
public  money  for  services  that  they  design  not  to  perform,  may  be  certainly 
and  speedily  carried  back  to  the  corps  they  have  deserted  from,  it  is  earn- 
estly recommended  to  the  committees  of  observation  or  inspection  in  these 
United  States,  that  they  cause  diligent  enquiry  to  be  made,  in  their  respect- 
ive counties  or  districts,  for  all  deserters  that  may  be  lurking  or  harbored 
therein,  and  cause  such,  whenever  found,  to  be  immediately  secured,  and  con- 
veyM  to  the  nearest  continental  officer ;  and  all  such  officers  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  receive  and  secure  such  deserters,  that  they  may  be  safely  delivered 
to  their  respective  regiments,  and  brought  to  a  speedy  trial  and  exemplary* 
punishment;  and  farther,  to  pay  to  the  persons  delivering  such  deserters, 
eieht  dollars  for  each  deserter  so  brought  and  delivered,  and  12-90th8  of  m 
dollar  in  lieu  of  expenses  for  every  mile  from  the  place  where  the  deserter 
was  taken  upto  the  place  where  he  is  delivered  to  the  officer. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolve,  and  the  Ist,  f2d,  and  Sd  articles  of 
the  6th  section  of  the  articles  of  war.  be  published  in  the  several  news-pa-* 
pers  for  six  months,  and  also,  that  300  copies  be  printed  in  band-bills,  ami 
sent  to  camp,  to  be  distributed  among  the  officers.* 

On  an  application  from  two  officers  of  the  2d  and  7th  Virginia  battalions, 
who  were  left  behind  to  bring  up  the  baggage  of  their  respective  battalions, 
and  from  a  surgeon's  mate  belonging  to  the  ^  battalion,  for  two  montbs^ 
pay  for  themselves  and  the  men  with  them,  to  enable  tliem  to  proceed  to 
canip. 
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Ordercd.That  thej  apply  to  JooathanUudMR.esq.  and  that  he  pay  the  said 
officen  and  men  two  monthti'  pay  ;  and  traosmit  an  account  tltereof  to  the 
general,  and  to  the  pay -master  general. 

Orderfd,  That  Mr.  Witherapoon  have  leave  of  absence. 

Haoivtd,  That  3D00  dollars  be  advanced  tu  the  deleirates  of  Georgia,  for 
the  Dse  of  that  state ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sergeant  have  leave  of  absence,  for  the  recovery  of 
Ilia  health. 
The  board  of  war  brooKht  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 

:r  de  Rou^si  be  allowed  &t  rank  and  pay  of  a 

h  day  of  January,  177r>  and  be  referred  for 

tVashington. 

sported,  that  there  is  due, 

indry  medicines  and  attendance  to  sick  sol- 

lars: 

id  to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  for  tb» 

:.  for  his  journey  to  Tlconderoge  last  fall,  by 

pay  of  a  guard  of  militia  to  the  treasury,  and 

le  use  of  the  guard,  104.4S  dollars : 

Samuel   Purviance,  esq.  147.87  dollars,  the 

amount  of  George  Pressman's  account  for  plaisterin^  done  by  him  in  the 

court-house  in  Baltimore,  and  fur  nails,  wood,  &c.  which  work  was  done  to 

Accommodate  ConajresB ; 

Ordered,  That  trie  said  accounts  be  paid. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress,  that  prafaneness  in  general,  and  parti- 
calarly  cursingand  swearing,  shamefully  prevail  in  the  array  of  the  United 
States, 

Hesolved,  That  general  Washington  be  informed  of  this;  anS  that  he  be 
reciuested  to  take  the  most  proper  measures,  in  concert  with  his  general 
officern,  for  reforming  this  abuse. 

Bnolctd.  That  the  order  for  adjourning  to  Philadelphia  be  suspended. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  26,  1777. 

Jiesolved,  That  William  Spear  be  at)[k)inted  a  superintendent  of  the  presi, 
ia  addition  to  those  already  appointea. 

BeatAved,  That  3000  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Stephen  Moylan,  for  the 
purpose  of  recrnittng  his  regiment,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  a  warrant  front 
general  Washington,  as  certified  by  an  order,  signed  by  the  committee  of 
Uoneress,  dated  Philadelphia,  February  18, 1777. 

Iiie  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratitKi  j 
^herenpon, 

Baolred,  That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Edear,  conductor  of 
ft  brigade  of  wagons,  laden  with  the  baggage  of  the  2d  and  7th  Virginia  re- 
^ments;  he  to  be  accountable. 

'  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  allowed 
oo  (he sums  of  money  ordered  to  be  burrowed;  Whereupmi, 

Itaotvtd,  That  an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  be  allowed  on  all 
snms  of  money  already  borrowed,  and  directea  to  be  borrowed  on  loan-office 
certificates,  altbuugh  such  certificates  mention  only  an  interest  of  4  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

Reaolved,  That  the  interest  on  the  prizes,  drawn  in  the  continental  lottery, 
shall  remain  at  4  per  cent. 

Sttolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legisUturet  of  the  Bereral  itateSt 
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not  to  olTer  or  give  more  than  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  any 
monies  to  be  borrowed  in  their  respective  loan-ofiices. 

Resolved,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Ottendorff,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recruiting  his  corps ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported. 

That  there  isdue  to  Peter  Galaway,  fur  riding  express  to  Chincotigue  witk 
orders  to  captain  Baldwin,  52 dollars: 

To  Catharine  Ileydshaw,  for  lodging,  drlng,  candles,  and  for  dieting  Hes- 
sian prisoners  from  the  29th  of  January  to  ttie  25th  of  Febi-uarj  incIuslYe, 
29.78  dollars: 

To  Henry  Bradford,  for  furnishing  lodging  and  fuel  to  126  of  tlie  Virginia 
troops,  3.30  dollars : 

To  Joseph  Stiles,  for  hay  and  oats  to  captain.  Yauncy's  squadron  of  light- 
horse,  on  their  march  from  Virginia  to  join  general  Washington,  48.4 
dollars :. 

To  Robert  Talbot,  for  victualling  48  men  of  the  Virginia  troops,  6.56 
dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means ;  Whereupon, 

jResolved,  That  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  in  bills  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  same  tenor  and  denominations  as  the  last  emission, 
be  forthwith  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponect. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow t 

THURSDAY,  February  27,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  colonel  Geoige  Morgan,  at  Pittsbure,  was  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  messenger  who  brought  the  letter  be  introduced. 

Resolved,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  John  Boreman,  and 
charged  to  the  account  of  colonel  George  Morgan^  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
in  provisions  for  the  public  service  at  Fort-Pitt. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  the  hospital  was  re-com- 
mittedy  broueht  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  when  Congress  adjourns  this  evening,  it  be  adjourned  to 
meet  at  Philadeljdiia,  on  Wednesday  next. 

Resolved,  That  40,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  for 
the  use  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  dele^tes  of  Pennsvlvania^  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  colonel  Hand's  battalion,  and  that  the  said  sum  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Whereas  the  sum  of  2000  dollars  was  ordered  on  the  9th  of  December 
last,  to  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  New-Jersey,  for  the  public  service, 
for  which  they  were  to  be  accountable  ;  and  whereas^  the  said  sum  has  not 
yet  been  advanced,  and  the  business  for  which  it  was  intended,  is  performed : 

Ordered,  That  no  warrant  be  drawn  in  pursuance  of  the  order  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  South-Carolina, 
for  public  service;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Anderson,  the  messenger,  who  brought  the  letter  from  colonel  Mor- 
gan, being  introduced,  gave  an  account  of  Sie  state  of  Indian  afiairs  to  tht^ 
westward  of  the  Ohio,  and  withdrew.  , 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of  the  United 
States,  immediately  to  pass  laws  the  most  effectual  for  putting  an  immediate 
stop  to  the  pernicious  practice  of  distilling  grain,  by  which  me  most  exten- 
sive evils  are  likely  to  be  derived,  if  not  quickly  prevented. 
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The  committee  of  treasury  reported. 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  John  Griffith*  for  sundry  provisions,  and 
other  necessaries  furnished  by  him  for  the  use  of  tlie  hospital  in  Baltimore^ 

533  30 dollars: 
Ordered^  That  the  said  sum  be  paid. 
Tbe  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 

iVliereupon, 

Mesolved,  That  two  months'  paj  be  advanced  by  Jonathan  Hudson,  esq. 
to  a  detachment  of  the  2d  and  7th  Virginia  regiments,  under  the  command 
of  captain  Joseph  Spencer. 

The  committee,  to  whom  a  motion  of  Mr.  Clark  was  referred,  brought  iu 
a  report,  which  was  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resdvedj  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  be  desired  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  ordering  an  expedition  from  tlie  western  frontier  of 
that  state  a^nat  the  settlement  of  Indians  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  commonly 
known  by  rae  name  of  Pluggy's  town,  and  if  the  said  governor  and  council 
shall  be  of  opinion,  that  such  an  expedition  is  proper  and  conducive  to  the 
pablic  weal«  they  are  desired  to  direct  the  same  to  be  undertaken  and  exe- 
cuted by  their  frontier  militia,  on  terms  the  most  frugal  and  effectual,  taking 
the  best  precaution  in  conducting  this  expedition,  not  to  give  offence  to  any 
nations 01  Indians,  in  friendship  with  the  United  States: 

That  a  copy  of  the  information  from  colonel  G.  Morgan,  concerning  In- 
dian affiurs,  be  transmitted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  James  Long,  for  attending  as  door-keeper  to  Congress, 
from  the  2Sd  of  December,  1776,  to  this  day,  67  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

EesUved,  That  the  sum  of  £  £859  2  9;  dollars  at  8s  each,  be  paid  to 
Messrs.  Grayerod  &  Visgar,  the  same  being  in  full  of  an  order  in  their  favor, 
drawn  by  colonel  G.  Morgan,  dated  Fort-Pitt,  February  8,  1777,  for  goods 
purchased  from  them  by  order  of  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  William  Lux,  James  Colhoun  and  David  Stewart  be  ap- 
pointed to  appraise  the  woollens  brought  into  the  port  of  Baltimore,  by  the 
privateer  belonging  to  tbe  state  of  New -York: 

That  the  clothes  and  linens  when  appraised,  be  delivered  to  Messrs. 
Samuel  &  Robert  Purviance,  who  are  directed  to  have  Uiem  made  up,  and  to 
deliver  200  suits  of  clothes,  and  693  shirts,  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  to 
be  charged  to  tliat  state,  and  the  residue  to  the  Virginia  troops,  transmitting 
an  account  to  the  clothier-seneral. 

Resolvedj  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jonathan  Hudson,  esq.  for 
public  service,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Wednesday  next,  to  meet  at  the  state-house 
m  FbUadelphia. 

Darii^  the  adjournment,  the  board  of  treasury  reported  to  the  president, 
that  there  should  be  piud  to  captain  W.  Galbreath,  for  expenses  of  a  guard 
Offr  (he  Carolina  prisoners,  &c.  194  22  dollars : 

And  a  bill  having  been  drawn  by  a  committee  of  Congress  in  Philadelphia, 
dated  February  18,  1777,  in  favor  of  col.  Stephen  Moylan,  for  3000  dollars 
for  recruiting  bis  regiment,  agreeable  to  an  order  from  seneral  Washington ; 
which  bill  was  endorsed  to  and  presented  by  Mr.  W.  Lux : 

And  another  bill,  being  drawn  by  the  said  committee  at  Philadelphia,  Fe- 
bruary 18, 1777,  in  &vor  of  the  said  col.  Stephen  Moylan,  for  3000  dollars. 
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for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  his  regiment,  and  the  same  being  endorsed  to, 
and  presented  by  captain  David  Plunket,  the  president  ordered  the  pay- 
ment, and  reported  the  same  to  Congress  on  the  24th  of  Marchi  and  the 
same  was  connrmed. 

Congress  being  adjourned  on  the  4th,  and  from  thence,  from  daj  to  day, 
met  on  business. 

WEDNESDAY,  ^arch  12.  \777. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  produced  credentials  of  their  appointment* 
iithich  were  read  as  follows : 

"This  may  certify  Congress,  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly- 
elected  in  and  by  a  full  house  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  serve  as  delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress  for  the 

J  resent  year,  to  wit :  Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
onathan  B.  Smith,  George  Clymcr  and  James  Wilson.  Witness  my  hand, 
the  lOth  of  March-,  1777. 

(Signed)  JOHN  JACOBS,  Speaker.'^ 

The  delegates  of  Massachusetts-Bay  laid  before  Confess  farther  powers 
received  from  tlieip  constituents,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

**  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  4,  1777. 

*'  Wliereas,  the  commission  given  the  delegates  in  Coneress,  representiog 
this  state,  by  a  resolve  of  the  1 0th  of  December  last,  confines  the  exercise  « 
their  representation  and  powers  to  any  three  or  more  of  them,  from  which 
many  inconveniencies  may  arise,  and  their  vote  in  Congress  may  be  lost  on 
any  question,  when  only  two  are  present ;  and  one  may  controui  two  when 
three  are  present,  and  the  same  enect  take  place :  It  is,  therefore.  Resolved^ 
That  any  two  or  more  of  the  said  delegates,  representing  this  state  in  Con- 
gress, beins  the  major  part  present,  be,  and  hereby  are,  vested  with  all  the 
powers  wiUi  which  any  three  or  more  of  the  said  del^;ates  were  vested  by 
the  said  resolve  t)f  the  10th  of  December  last ;  and  the  secretary  is  hereby 
directed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  furnish  each  of  the  delegates  from  this  state 
with  an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve. 

*^T.  WARREN,  Speaker. 
•'  In  Council,  Febrtuiry  4,  1777,  read  and  concurred. 

*•  J.  AVERY,  Deputy  Secretary J^ 

Five  letters  from  general  Washington,  viz.  one  of  the  20th,  one  of  the  £3d, 
one  of  the  28th  of  February,  and  one  of  the  Ist,  and  one  of  the  6th  of  March ; 
four  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  viz.  one  of  the  4th,  one  of  the  8th«  one  of 
the  15th,  and  one  of  the  24th  of  February ;  a  memorial  from  baron  de  Arandt; 
a  letter  from^en.  Gates,  with  a  list  of  Canadian  officers ;  one  from  Mr.  Bow- 
doin,  respecting  Monsieur  Faneuil;  and  one  from  John  Vipschir;  one  from 
governor  Henry,  of  Vimnia ;  one  from  John  Pace,  respecting  two  German 
officers ;  also,  a  letter  Kom  lieutenant-colonel  John  Brown,  enclosing  his 
commission  resigned ;  one,  of  the  Sd,  from  lord  Stirling ;  one  from  general 
Stephens ;  and  one  from  general  Lincoln,  acknowledging  severally  the  receipt 
of  tneir  commissions  as  major-generals ;  one  from  J.  Cadwallader,  declining 
his  appointment  as  brigadier ;  one,  of  the  24th  of  February,  from  coloniS 
Stewart,  respecting  the  purchase  of  cannon,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  tney  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  February,  from  general  Gates,  was  read,  respect- 
ing the  office  of  adjutant-general  : 

Ordered,  That  this  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow. 

An  appeal  beins  lodged  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty  at 
Georgia,  against  the  sloop  Polly,  captain  Alexander  M'Austan ; 
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Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

An  account  of  advances  by  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  was  laid  before 
Congress : 

Orderedj  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  was  read,  respecting 
the  complaints  of  the  troops  fromTiconderoga,  on  account  of  their  not  being 
paid : 

Orderf4,  Tliat  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  general  Gates. 

•  Eesolved,  That  400,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  which 
b  to'be  accountable ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  by  an  order  on  the  auditor- 
general  for  200,000,  by  one  on  the  commissioner  or  the  loan-oflliceof  the  state 
of  RhfKie  Island,  for  dO^OOO,  and  one  on  the  treasurer,  for  140,000 ;  this  last 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  emission  last  ordered. 

Jfesoived,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  hearing 
appeals : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  in  favor  of  James  Mease,  for  10,000  dollar?,  be 
drawn  on  the  auditor-general,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  lottery -money ;  and  that 
the  same,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Mease,  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  sen.  Gates. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures,  or,  in  their  recess, 
to  the  executive  powers  of  each  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  assessments 
of  blankets  to  be  made,  in  order  to  furnish  their  several  quotas  of  soldiers 
with  an  article  so  necessary  to  defend  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther and  damp  air,  in  their  encampments;  and  that  all  blankets  to  be  obtained 
ID  this  manner,  be  valued  to  a  just  and  reasonable  prijce,  and  paid  for  by  the 
states  respectively,  to  be  repaid  by  the  United  States :  and  that  the  legisla- 
tures, or,  in  their  recess,  the  executive  power,  do  cause  money  to  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  proper  officer  in  every  county,  district,  or  township,  in  order 
that  such  blankets  may  be  paid  for,  without  delay  or  trouble,  to  the  house- 
hulders  on  whom  the  assessments  shall  be  made. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  March  13,  1777. 

A  petition  from  Richard  Howson  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  go  to  New- 
York,  in  order  to  pass  from  thence  to  England : 

Resolved,  I1iat  the  prayer  be  granted. 

A  letter  from  lord  Howe  to  the  committee  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia, 
respecting  the  exchange  of  captain  Jones,  who  was  taken  in  the  brig  Lexing- 
ton by  the  Pearl  frigate,  was  read  : 

Chrdertd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  board  of  war  brouglitin  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
"Whereopon, 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  president  to  colonel  Stephens,  of 
the  lOth  Virginia  r^ment,  ordering  him  to  purchase  80  stand  of  arms,  or  as 
many  more  as  can  be  procured,  of  Mr.  James  Hunter,  of  Fredericksburg,  in 
Virginia ;  and  that  the  colonel  be  empowered  to  draw  for  the  amount  on  the 
depyty  pay -master  general  of  the  southern  department. 

Congress  being  informed  that  there  are  in  tne  public  armory,  in  the  state 
of  Virginia,  a  number  of  arms,  to  the  amount  of  about  300,  belonging  to  that 


Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  bv  the  president  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  Virginia;  requesting  them' to  furnish  the  battalion,  commanded  by 
colonel  Stephens,  now  in  Fredericksburg,  with  the  arin^  now  in  that  place* 
jiDci  as  many  more  as  can  be  procured,  for  which  they  shall  be  either  paid,ur 
have  the  same  number,  equally  as  good,  returned,  at  their  election. 
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Whereas  applications  are  frequently  made  to  Congress  for  employment  in 
the  continental  armj  bj  gentlemen  from  Europe  of  varioas  nations,  who  may 
very  probably  have  great  merit,  but,  not  understanding  our  language,  can  be 
of  no  use  in  the  army  of  these  states ;  therefore, 

Besolvedj  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence  be  directed  forth- 
with to  write  to  all  their  ministers  or  agents  abroad,  to  discourage  all  gentle- 
men from  coming  to  America  with  expectation  of  employment  in  the  service, 
unless  they  are  masters  of  our  language,  and  have  the  best  recommendations. 

Besolvedt  Tliat  major  Marlet  be  paid  for  the  time  that  he  was  employed  in 
the  American  service  as  major  and  captain  in  Canada,  which  is  referred  for 
settlement  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Mr.  Winters,  of  Maryland,  who  has  carried  on  a  manufactory  of  mmII 
arms,  having  oflfered  his  service  to  the  continent. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Lewis  Prahl,  eunamith,  was  read,  praying  the  dischaige 
of  two  recruits,  gunsmiths  by  trade,  from  their  inlistment,  in  order  that  he 
may  employ  them  in  that  business : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Irwin,  wagon-master,  was  read,  praying  an  al- 
lowance fur  his  expense  and  trouble : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  general 
Gates  upon  the  general  state  of  affairs : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Whipple,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion; Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tnat  three  commissioners  be  appointed  to  examine  such  claims 
against  the  United  States,  as  may  be  presented  to  Congress  for  payment : 

That  they  constantly  keep  their  office  in  the  city  or  place  where  Con- 
gress shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  assembled  and  hold  their  session : 

That  they  carefully  avoid  passing  any  accounts  that  ought  to  be  adjusted 
in  other  departments,  unless  directed  thereto  by  Congress  or  the  board  of 
treasury,  in  which  cases,  they  are  to  send  to  the  office  or  department  where 
tlie  same  should  have  been  settled,  a  copy  of  such  accounts,  and  the  allow- 
ance made  thereon  by  Congress : 

That  they  certify  tiie  sums  to  be  allowed  on  accounts  examined  by  them, 
and  render  the  same  to  the  auditor-general,  to  be  by  him  reported  to  Congress. 

A  memorial  from  Christopher  Ludwick,  respectingthe  Hessian  prisoners, 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  coiQmittee  appointed  to  confer  with 
general  Gates. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  March  14,  1777. 

A  letter  from  John  Trumbull,  deputy  adjutant-general  in  the  northern 
department,  with  his  commission  enclosed ;  one  from  John  Lawrence,  com- 
missioner of  tlie  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut ;  one  from  Mens. 
Vernejour,  with  one  from  gen.  Sullivan,  recommending  him ;  one  from  James 
Price,  praying  to  be  auihorized  to  draw  on  the  treasury  for  the  balance  due 
to  Price  and  Haywood;  one,  of  the  5th,  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  commissary- 
general  ;  and  one,  of  the  £1  st  of  February,  from  governor  Trumbull,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  John  Trumbull,  deputf  adjutant-general, 
and  tliat  from  Mons.  Vernejour,  be  referred  to  the  b<mrd  of  war.  Thnt  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Price,  and  that  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  commissary-general* 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
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Ordered,  That  82.60  dollars,  be  paid  bj  a  warrant  on  the  treasurer,  to 
Mens.  Lotbinier  for  two  months'  paj  and  rations  as  chaplaii\^  from  the  10th 
of  Janittrjlast. 

Eesoli^  That  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treasurer  of  North-Carolina  on  the 
cratiiiental  treasury,  be  paid  as  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  ordered  to  be 
tdrioced  to  that  state  the  5th  of  February  las^. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  drawn  by  goTernor  Trumbull,  in  favor  of  Nathaniel 
Shaw,  for  25,000  dollars,  be  paid  and  charged  to  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

(hdered.  That  Carpenter  Wharton  lay  his  accounts  before  the  board  of 
treasury. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  con« 
doct  of  the  commissaries,  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons 
tnd  papers :  • 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Lewis  Morris,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- . 
twn;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  Faneuil's  scheme  for  officering,  arming  and  cloth- 
ing a  corps  of  Frenchmen,  to  be  raised  in  the  French  islands,  to  serve  in  the 
United  States,  as  mentioned  in  general  Washington's  letter  of  the  20th  of 
February,  be  disapproved : 

That  ^eral  Washington  be  acquainted,  it  is  the  opinion  of  Cpngress,  no 
commission  shoald  be  granted  to  foreign  officers,  to  serve  in  these  states, 
nnJess  they  are  well  acquainted  with  our  language,  and  bring  strong  cre- 
dentials of  their  abilities : 

That  general  Washington  be  informed,  that  no  provision  has  been  made 
by  Congress  for  the  support  of  widows,  whose  husbands  have  been  slain  in 
battle. 

Ordered^  That  the  letters  of  the  Ist  and  6th  from  general  Washington, 
be  referred  to  a  coAimittee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay-list  transmitted  by  the  general  for  the  establish- 
ment of  colonel  Sheldon's  regiment  of  cavalry,  be  approved,  which  is  as 
follows : 


Pay  per  monih. 

**  lieut  coL  commandant,'  75  dollars. 

3Ia/or,  .        -   -    -  60 

Captiin,  .        •        -  50 

Lieutenant,  -        -  331-3 

Cornet,    -        -        .        *  26  2-3 

Adjutant,      -        -        -  33 1^ 


Quarter-master, 

Serjeant^ 

Corporal, 

Trumpeter, 

Private, 


Pay  per  month* 
.    162^dolls. 

15 
.    10 

10 
.      81^ 


Resolved^  That  the  establishment  and  pay  of  each  regiment  of  light  dra- 
goons, raised  for  the  defence  of  the  United^  States,  as  transmittea  by  the 
general,  be  approved,  which  is  as  follows : 

Pay  per  month.. 
6  Troops,  each  connsting  of 


"  1  Colonel, 
1  lieutenant-colonel, 
1  Major,        .        - 
1  Claplaui, 
1  Qnarter-master, 
1  SiDj^n, 
llbte,         -        . 
*  Ptj-master,  - 
^  Ridinf -Master, 
1  Saddkr, 


Pay  per  month 
93|  dollars. 

-  75 
60 

-  5a 

50 

.    60 

40 

-  50 
331^ 

.    10 
11 


Captain, 

Lieutenant, 

Comet, 

Quarter-master-serjeant, 

Drill-Serjeant, 

Trumpeter, 

Farrier,         *. 

Corporab,  each 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
32  Privates,  each 


50  dollars. 
331^ 
262-3 
15 
15 
10 
10 
10 
81-3 


1  Trumpet-major, 

Note.  The  pay  of  the  farrier  and  saddler  being  less  than  such  persons  cau 
be  had  for,  a  small  stoppage  from  the  men's  pay  must  be  made  and  given  in 
tid,  as  is  usual  in  the  British  service." 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Barber,  junior,  deputy  commis- 

Vol.  II.  8 


j(t  J0URNAI3  OF  congress;  ITTT. 

iKs^aesssassmBet^iW  i  idi  ■  n  sa=EsggEgg  ^.i.^  ,  icm— awe—— i—ii— % 

aary  of  artillerj  in  the  eastern  department)  be  S3  dollars  and  1-dd  per  nonth^ 
and  three  rations  a  daj. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole ;  after  some  time» 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  L.  Morris  reported,  that  the  (^m- 
mittee  have  had  under  consideration  the  letters  to  thera  referred^  and  omm 
to  a  res61ution  thereon,  which  he  was,  ordered  to  report; 
*  The  resolution  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows : 

tUsohoeit  That  {;en.  Washington  be  informed,  that  Congress  cannot  acres 
to  anjF  alterati<m  mthe  resolve  passed  on  the  6th  of  January,  1777 •^  And, 
as  to  the  complaints  .of  col.  Campbell,  it  was  never  their  intention  that  ho 
should  suffer  anj  other  hardship  than  such  confinement  as  is  necessary  to 
his  security  for  the  purpose  of  Uiat  resolve: 

Ordertdf  That  a  copj  of  the  above  resolve,  together  with  a  copy  of  tto 
letter  from  col.  Campoell  to  gen.  Washington,  be  seat  to  the  coonctl  of 
Massachusetts-Baj : 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  col.  Campbell  to  geo.  Washii^ 
ton  be  sent  to  captain  /•  Bradford.  * 

T^e  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Acljoumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  March  15,  \777. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Wayne»  with  sundry  papers  ^iclosect 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Mesdvedj  That  50^000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Carpenter  Wkarton ; 
ke  to  be  accountable* 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  James  Mease»  clo- 
thier-general ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

'   Resolved,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Delaware;  the 
said  state  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brou^t  in  a  jreport,  which  was  taken  into  considcratioB  ; 
Whereupon, 

Besoliedy  That  as  Congress  proceeded  to  the  dismission  of  doctor  String- 
fler»  upon  reasons  satisfactory  to  themselves,  gen.  Schuyler  ought  to  have 
known  it  to  be  his  duty  to  have  acquiesced  therein : 

That  the  suggestion  in  general  Schuyler's  letter  to  Congress^  that  it  was 
a  complimeot  due  to  him  to  have  been  advised  of  the  reasons  of  doctor 
Stringer's  dismission,  istiighly  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  Congress;  and 
that  tne  president  be  desir^  to  acquaint  general  Schuyler  that  it  is  expected 
his  letters,  for  the  future,  be  written  in  a  style  more  suitable  to  tiie  dignity  of 
the  representative  body  of  these  free  and  iodependant  states,  and  to  his  ova 
chan^cter  as  their  officer. 

Resolved^  That  it  b  altogether  improper  and  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
of  this  Con&;res3,  to  interfere  in  disputes  subsisting  among  the  officers  of  the 
army ;  which  ought  to  be  settled,  unless  they  can  be  otherwise  accommodat- 
ed, m  a  court-martial,  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  army ;  and  that  the  ex- 
pression in  general  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  4th  of  February,  ^'  that  he  c<hi- 
fidently  expected  Congress  would  have  done  him  that  justice,  which  it  wu 
in  their  power  to  give,  and  which  he  humbly  conceives  they  ought  to  have 
done,"  were,  to  say  the  least,  ill-advised  kfii  highly  indecent 

Ordered,  ITiat  an  extract  of  those  par^s  of  general  Schuyler's  letter  of 
the  4th  of  February,  which  relate  to  the  state  of  3ie  garrison  of  Ticonderog^ 
be  transmitted  by  the  board  of  war  to  gen.  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  the  resignation  of  lieut  col.  John  Brown,  of  cokmel  El- 
more's regiment,  raised  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consid- 
eration ;  Whereupon, 
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Reaoheit  That  the  commiBsioners  in  Ihe  northern  department  make  an 
aUowance  to  James  Price,  esq.  for  the  time  which  he  acted  as  deputy-corn* 
missafj  general  in  Canada. 

Eesdwds  That  there  be  advanced  to  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  commistarf 
genenl,  400,000  dollars  by  a  warrant  for  50,000  dollars  on  the  commissioner 
oif  the  loan-office,  for  the  state  of  New-Hampshire ;  and  bj  a  warrant  for 
550,000  dollars  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor  general : 

Iliat  there  be  advanced  to  James  Stevenson,  esq.  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  acownts  for  the  middle  department,  GOO*  dollars  by  a  warrant  on  the 
commissiooer  of  the  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Connecticut,  he  to  be  ac- 
coontable. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Allen  M^onald,  Alexander,  Archibald, 
Reynold  and  Allen  McDonald,  jun.  for  the  allowance  of  two  dollars  per 
week,  from  the  18th  of  December  to  the  12th  of  March,  beins;  12  weeKS. 
168  dollara. 

Resolved,  That  300  dollars  be  paid  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Caldwell,  of 
the  ^te  of  New- Jersey,  for  extraordinary  services. 

A  petition  from  William  Bernard,  was  read,  setting  forth,  **  that  he  sailed 
from  England,  in  the  month  of  November  last,  as  mate  of  the  brigantine 
Hanorer,  bound  for  St  Au^stine,  commanded  by  John  Pinkham,and  that,  in 
theMB8age,the  said  Bernard,  with  the  crew,  consisting  of  six  persons,  all 
inhabitants  of  these  United  States,  seized  the  said  brig,  and  carried  her  into 
North-Carolina^  and  praying  that  the  said  brig  and  cargo  may  be  distributed 
amoBg  them :" 

OfSend,  That  the  said  petition,  with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  marine  committee. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  *•  that  there  are  several  very  fine  prize- 
ships  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  very  suitable  for  the  service  of  the 
continent,  and  which  may  be  fitted  out  at  a  small  expense ;  and  that  capt* 
Daniel  Waters,  and  capt  Samuel  Tucker,  who  were  early  employed  oy 
general  Washington  in  cruising  vessels,  and  were  very  successful,  and 
stronglv  recommended  by  the  general  and  others,  are,  in  their  opinion,  pro- 
per to  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  two  of  them :"  Whereupion, 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  give,  directions  to 
the  ifents  to  purchase  three  ships,  and  order  them  to  be  immediately  armed 
and  fitted  out  for  the  service  of  the  Unitett  States,  to  be  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved^  That  Daniel  Waters  and  Samuel  Tucker  be  appointed  captains 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  the  command  of  two  of 
the  ships,  ocxlered  to  be  purchased  ;  and  that  the  command  of  the  other  ship 
be  given  to  captain  John  Paul  Jones,  until  better  provision  can  be  made  for 
him. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  March  17,  1777. 

B*^t  states  only  attending,  the  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  were 
fitftberpostponed,  and  Congress  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  March  18,  1777. 

Eight  states  only  attending  this  day,  the  matters  referred  over  were  far- 
ther postponed,  and  Congress  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-inorrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  19, 1777.     ^ 

A  letter,  from  W.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  enclosing  a  plan  of  the  stock- 
ided  barracks  in  that  place ;  one,  of  the  4th,  from  genend  Ward^  at  Bestoi^f 
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and  three,  from  Freuch  gentlemen ;  two  from  governor  Iiivineston,  of  New- 
Jersey  ;  one,  from  eeneral  Mifflin  ;  and  one  from  Henrj  Fisher,  at  ^ewis- 
town,*  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  one,  of  the  14th,  from 
general  Washington,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  memorial  from  Jonathan  Hastings  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  until  the  report  on  the  post-office  is  taken  in- 
to consideration. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d  and  9th,  from  colonel  Morgan  at  Fort-Pitt,  with  win- 
dry  papers  enclosed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affiurs. 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Henegan  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  salt-petre  committee. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  New-Jersey ; 
the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania; 
the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
state  of  the  French  officers,  and  that  all  applications  of  foreigners  for  service 
in  the  army  be  referred  to  them  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  I^vell,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr.  Roberdean. 

The  board  of  wa^  reported,  **  that  there  should  be  advanced  to  colonel 
William  Grayson,  10,000  dollars,  according  to  his  request,  in  his  letter  of 
the  7th,  to  the  secretary  of  ihk  board ;  and  that  the  same  be  sent  by  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Thompson,  as  desired  in  the  said  letter;  colonel  Grayson  te 
be  accountable :" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sum  be  advanced. 

In  consequence  of  a  farther  report  from  the  board  of  war, 

Resolvedy  That  the  baron  de  Arendt  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
German  battalion  in  the  room  of  colonel  Haussegger. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence  write  a  respectful 
letter  to  the  baron  de  Kalb,  thank  him  for  his  obliging  oflfer,  and  decline  ac- 
ceptins  it  at  present. 

Reeved,  That  general  lord  Stirling  be  informed,  that,  as  no  losses  sos- 
tained  by  officers  have  hitherto  been  repaired  by  the  public.  Congress  cannot 
grant  his  request,  lest  a  dangerous  precedent  should  be  established. 

Ordered,  That  the  part  of  general  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  1 5tli  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  relating  to  ship-carpenters  wanted  in  the  northern  department, 
be  referred  to  tlie  marine  committee. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  from  general  Schuyler's  letter  of  the4tk  of  Fe- 
bruary, relating  to  stores  wanted  from  the  eastern  department,  be  transmitted 
to  general  Washington,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  give  orders  for  the  sup- 
ply of  such  stores  as  are  wanted  in  the  northern  department,  and  which  can 
be  procured  from  the  eastward,  and  are  not  already  appropriated. 

Resolved,  That  John  Schrop  be  appointed  second -lieutenant,  and  Bartho- 
lomew Van  Herr,  adjutant,  in  the  corps  commanded  by  major  Ottendorf. 

A  petition  from  William  Garnet,  George  Patton,  and  Robert  Brown,  was 
read,  praying  for  leave  to  return  to  some  of  the  West-India  Islands  : 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Ordered,  Hiat  Mr.  Sergeant  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  marine  com- 
mittee, and  that  Mr.  Clark  be  added  to  the  said  committee  in  his  stead. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  Mr.  Deane's  letter,  relative  to  Dr.  Wil- 
liamson, be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  they  be  empowered  to 
send  for  Dr.  Williamson  and  examine  him : 

The  members  chosen^  Mr.  Witberspoon,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr. 
Wilson*  and  Mr.  Heyward. 
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The  seyeral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  March  20,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  governor  Trumbull,  at  Lebanon,  and  two,  of  the 
lOth,  enclosing  an  intercepted  letter  from  governor  Wentworth ;  and  one 
Brom  J.  Cockran,  were  read  : 

(hdendt  That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  be  referred  to  the  ma- 
rine committee ;  and  that  the  intercepted  letters  be  referred  to  the  comnuttee 
of  intelligence.  \ 

A  letter  from  Mens.  Bordes ;  one,  from  general  Gates,  respecting  colonel 
John  Trumbull ;  and  one,  of  the  17th,  from  general  Putnam,  at  Princeton, 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mons.  Bordes  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  applications.    - 

A  letter,  ot  the  18th,  from  general  Washington,  brought  by  general  Green» 
was  read: 

Ordered,  That  seneral  Green  attend  Congress  to-morrow,  at  11  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  be  excused  from  serving  as  manager  of 
the  lottery,  he  being  appointed  a  member  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  three  managers  be  added  to  those  already  appointed,  and 
that  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  them. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  March  21,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  £%95^  Pennsylvania  currency,  equal  to  1666  60  dollars, 
be  paid  to  Cram.  Dowdell,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  colonel  Morgan,  of 
the  Virginia  forces,  the  same  being  in  lull  of  colonel  Morgan's  bill  on  the 
president,  dated  February  £4,  1777,  in  favor  of  the  said  Gam.  Dowdell,  for 
the  pay  of  the  troops  uncfer  his  command. 

Ordered,  That  1600  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Butler,  continental 
armourer ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  13  30  dollars  be  paid  to  Timothy  Shuler. 

A  petition  from  Levy  Marks,  was  read : 

(mkred.  That  it  be  referred  to  tlie  ciothier-general. 

A  petition  from  George  Folger,  Seth  Jenkins,  and  Alexander  Coffin,  was 
read,  setting  forth,  that  somchard  money,  and.  other  articles,  have  been  de- 
tain^ from  them  by  the  owners  of  the  privateer  Congress: 

Orderedj  That  it  be  dismissed ;  the  matter  belonging  to  the  court  where 
the  judgment  was  given. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Stewart  to  the  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  northern 
department,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered f  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  13th  to  confer  with  gene- 
ral Gates,  do  also  confer  with  eeneral  Green  on  the  several  matters  given  in 
charge  to  him  by  general  Washington,  and  that  three  members  be  added  to 
the  committee : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read 
and  considered ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolve  of  the  13th,  with  a  certificate  signed 
bj  the  secretary,  setting  forth,  "  That  it  is  wholly  and  only  upon  the  grounds 
laentioned  in  the  said  resolve,  that  the  bearer  is  not  employed  by  these 
United  States,"  be  given  to  the  chevalier  de  Bourneuf,  Mons.  de  Bordes, 
Mons.  de  Lucci  Mons.  de  Baury,  Mons.  Devermond,  Mons.  de  Yernis,  the 


Q»  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  177T. 

.  »  ■  I  !■!      "• 

chevalier  de  Colerus,  and  Mons.  Faneuil ;  and  that  the  committee  afbrewid 
be  empowered  to  order  a  like  certificate  to  such  other  foreigners  applying  for 
rank  and  service  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  as  thej  shall  think  proper* 

Resolved,  That  the  count  de  Mountfort  be  recommended  to  general  Waah- 
iogton  for  a  brevet  of  lieutenant. 

Ordered,  That  300  dollars  be  paid  to  Mons.  Faneuil,  to  free  him  from  than 

embarrassments  which  he  has  been  brought  into  by  pursuing  his  own  great 

desire  to  enter  into  the  service  of  thesf*.  United  States,  in  conseqo«iioe  of 

advice  from  the  assembly  of  Massachasetts-Bay  and  general  Wasbtngton. 

^  Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  James  Meaae,  dotliier- 

,  general :  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  sent  by  the  treasurer  to  Joha 
Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general ;  the  safd  money  to  be  subject  to  the  ordentif 
Congress,  and  the  auditor-general  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Richard  Dallam,  esq.  depu^ 
pay-master  general  of  the  flying-camp ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  considered; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  Tliat  500,000  dollars  be  immedia^tely  sent  to  the  pay-master 
general. 

Resolved,  That  for  preventing  unnecessary  expense,  when  the  ndlitia  of 
any  of  the  states  is  called  to  serve  in  the  pay  of  tne  United  States,  ne  more 
officers  shall  be  entitled  to  pay  than  a  proper  number  in  proportion  to  the 
privates,  viz.  for  every  company  consisting  of  not  less  than  36  and  under  50 
privates,  two  commissioned  officers ;  for  every  company  not  less  than  50 
and  under  68  privates,  three  commissioned  officers ;  tor  every  company  of 
68  or  more  privates,  four  commissioned  officers ;  and  for  every  battalion  of 
500  and  more  privates,  three  field  officers ;  for  every  battalion  under  500, 
and  not  less  than  300,  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  major ;  and  for  anir  number 
of  privates  above  150  and  under  300,  one  lieutenant-colonel  or  muor. 

Ordered,  That  general  Sullivan's  letter,  relative  to  Monsieur  YeniqottI» 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  applications. 

Ordered,  That  ^neral  Mifflin's  plan,  with  two  letters  from  general  Wash- 
ington, for  reflating  the  duty  of  the  quarter-master's  department,  be  rrfeired 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  general  Gates,  and  general  Green. 

Congress  resumea  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of 
the  l£th;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Ba^,  to  erect,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  in  some  conre- 
nient  place  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  in  the  said  state,  barracks,  with  a 
stockade  or  enclosure  surrounding  the  same,  capable  of  containing  1500 
prisoners,  to  be  built  of  wood,  as  may  appear  to  them  most  conducive  to  the 
public  service,  and,  in  the  end,  leasUexpensive  to  the  public 

The  several  matters' to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  March  2Z,  1777. 

A  letter,  signed  John  Ross,  dated  New- York,  having  been  intercepted, 
vas  read. 

3L*he  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  considered  ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  300,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major^neral  Mifflin,  for 
the  use  of  the  quarter-master's  department ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  42  dollars  be  paid  to  William  Sproat,  being  a  balance  d«e 
to  him  for  his  services  as  clerk  to  the  board  of  war.    ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  R<rf)ert  Lilly,  with  Hit  annexed  accooD^ 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
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Benkved,  Tint  two  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  treasury : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J*  B.  Smith,  and  Mr.  L.  Morris. 

Orifrdf  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  draw  the 
tame,  agreeably  to  the  mode  osoally  practised  in  the  state-lotteries  in  Eu- 
rope, and  frequently  used  in  large  lotteries  in  America,  by  patting  all  the 
Bmnbersiii  one  wheel,  and  the  prizes  only  in  the  other. 

Coimess  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  tiiree  additional  managers  of  th« 
Uiutea  States'  lottery ;  and,  the  ballots  beins  taken, 

JohB  Ord,  Robert  Ritchie,  and  James  Budden,  were  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Inll  dated  March  9th,  1777,  drawn  by  William  Palfrey, 
pay-master  eenerai,  for  3000  dollars  in  favor  of  John  Ramsey,  be  paid,  and 
dwrged  to  me  account  of  the  pay-master  general. 

The  report  of  the  medial  committee  was  taken  up  and  considered ;  and^ 
after  debate, 

Oritr&ij  That  the  said  report,  togetiier  with  Dr.  Shippen's  plan,  be  re- 
committed. 

(hderedj  Tliatm  committee  office  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means 
for  preserving  the  health  of  the  troops,  and  for  introducing  better  discipline 
into  the  army : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Witherspoofl, 
Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Clark. 

BBtohmL,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  contract  with  Mn 
Wheeler,  for  a  number  of  cannon  of  the  neyv  construction,  invented  by  the 
said  Wheeler. 

Ordendj  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  sent,  by  the  continental  treasurer. 
It  the  auditor-general,  the  said  money  to  be  subject  to  the  order  of  Congress* 
aod  the  auditor-general  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  departments,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
sonsidered ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  secretary's  office  be  forthwith  established,  and  constantly 
kept  in  or  near  the  state-house  or  building  where  Congress  shall,  from  time 
time,  hold  its  session : 

lliat  ttbc  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary,  and  provided  with  a  deputy- 
secretary,  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  with  a  salary  of  800  dollars  a  year, 
fiu/  sucn  a  number  of  clerks  as  Congress  shall  direct,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
secretary,  with  a  salary  of  480  dollars  a  year  each : 

That  the  secretary,  deputy-secretary,  and  clerks,  before  entering  upon, 
tiieir  office,  shall  severally  take  an  oath,  to  be  administered  by  the  president, 
^well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  m  their  respec- 
tive capacities,  according  to  their  best  skill  and  judgment  and  to  disclose 
no  matter,  the  knowledge  of  which  shall  be  acquired  in  consequence  of  such 
their  office,  and  which  they  shall  be  directed  to  keep  secret ;''  also  the  oatk 
prescribed  for  officers  of  the  army,  and  passed  by  Congress  the  21st  of 
October,  1776  ;  and  that  certificates  thereof  be  given  by  the  president,  and 
lodml  with  the  secretary : 

That  such  of  the  lournals  and  papers  of  Congress,  as  are  secret  in  their 
nature,  be  kept  by  the  secretary,  and  communicated  to  none,  unless  by  par- 
ticular order,  but  members  of  Congress  and  the  deputy-secretary,  and  that 
*ii  others  be  kept  and  filed  in  the  office  aforesaid  : 

That  all  letters  and  other  papers  of  Congress,  in  ihe  war-office,  or  hands 
of  the  president,  treasury  or  marine  boards,  the  secret  committee,  or  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs,  or  any  other  committee  or  member  of  Congress^ 
(excepting  such  as  relate  only  to  the  business  of  the  said  boards  or  commit- 
tees, and  have  never  been  received  in  Congress,  or  having  been  received, 
have  been  committed  to  the  same,  as  belonging  to  the  respective  offices)  be 
delivered  to  the  secretary,  to  be  by  him  disposed  of  as  aforesaid : 
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That  all  letters  and  other  papers  that  shall  hereafter  be  committed  bj 
Congress  to  any  board,  committee,  or  member  thereof,  be  returned  to  the 
president  or  secretary,  with  the  report  that  maj  be  made  thereon :  and  that 
no  original  journal,  letter,  or  paper,  be  delivered  out  of  the  office,  without  an 
order  of  Congress  and  receipt  thereof: 

That  such  of  the  journals  and  papers  belonging  to  the  secretary's  offic« 
as  are  in  daily  use  by  Congress,  be,  each  day  after  the  adjournment,  sent  to 
the  said  office  ;  and  attested  copies  of  all  the  resolutions  to  be  carried  into 
execution  by  any  state,  officer,  person,  or  persons  whatever,  and  papers  ne- 
cessary to  accompany  the  same,  to  be  sent,  without  delay,  to  the  president* 
to  be  by  him  transmitted  by  express,  post,  or  other  CQnveyance,  as  shall 
appear  expedient  or  necessary ;  and  that  attested  copies  of  any  resolutions 
of  Congress,  or  public  papers  in  the  office,  be  delivered  to  any  of  its  mem- 
bers requiring  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  deputy  secretary* 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Stewart  Rowan,  for  ferriage  of  continental  troops  over  Susquehanna, 
13.54  dollars: 

To  Price  and  Haywood  for  travelling  expenses  from  Philadelphia  to  Al- 
bany, in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  ISth  of  August  last, 
and  froni  Boston  to  Philadelphia,  and  back,  220  dollars  : 

To  Francis  Trumbull,  for  eight  chairs  bought  of  him  for  the  use  of  the 
treasury  office,  19.18  dollars : 

To. Thomas  Burke,  esq.  for  an  advance  made  by  him  to  19  Nortb-Carolina 
prisoners,  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  expenses  from  Baltimore  to  Frederick- 
town,  139.30  dollars ;  the  said  sum  to  be  deducted  from  the  allowance  due 
to  the  prisoners : 

Ordered,  lliat  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Alonday. 

MONDAY,  afarc^  24,  irrr. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  general  Gates ;  one,  of  the  26th  of  February, 
from  brigadier  R.  Howe,  at  Charleston;  one,  of  the  12th  of  March,  from 
captain  F.  Wade ;  sundry  papers  delivered  in  by  colonel  Flower;  and  a  re- 
monstrance and  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Acco- 
mac,  Somerset,  and  Worcester,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Gates  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  applications : 

That  the  papers  from  col.  Flower  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war :  • 

That  the  letter  from  captain  Wade  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  commissaries : 

That  the  remonstrance  and  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
of  Accomac,  Somerset,  and  Worcester  be  referred  to  the  dele^tes  of  Vir- 
^  ginia  and  Maryland ;  and  that  the  said  delegates  send  to  their  respective 
'States,  a  copy  of  the  said  remonstrance  and  petition. 

Resolved,  That  Monsieur  Faneuil  have  the  rank  of  a  colonel  by  brevet  in 
the  continental  army,  without  pay  or  rations. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  major-seneral  Green,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  general  Washington  be  informed  that  it  never  was  the 
intention  of  Congress,  that  he  should  be  bound  by  the  majority  of  voices  in 
a  council  of  war,  contrary  to  his  own  judgment :  '  ^ 

That  the  commander  in  chief  in  every  department  be  made  acquainted* 
that  though  he  may  consult  the  general  officers  under  him,  yet,  he  is  not 
bound  by  their  opinion,  but  ought  finally  to  direct  every  measure  according 
to  his  own  judgment: 
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That  if  the  officer  comnuuMiiiig  the  armj  of  the  enemj  will  acknowledge 
major-geDeral  Lee  to  be  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  entitled  to  be  treated  and 
exchanged  as  sach,  general  Washington  be  authorized  to  proceed  in  the  ex* 
change  of  prisoners,  either  according  to  the  principle  and  regulations  of  the 
cartel  tiread J  agreed  to,  or  according  to  such  otner  and  farther  principles 
and  regalatienfl  as  shall  appear  to  him  most  proper  and  advantafi^oas : 
That  the  paj  of  aidl-de-camp  be  equal  to  that  of  other  officers  oi  their  rank. 

Congress  being  informed  that  a  vessel  is  just  arrived  with  a  quantity  of 
arms  bekmgiBg  to  tbe  continent  and  also  with  aome  arms  belonging  to  pri- 
vate persons : 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  purchase  such  of  the  arms  and  mili- 
tary stores  as  belong  to  private  persons* 

The  me<Ucal  committee,  to  wnom  the  plan  of  the  general  hospital  was  re- 
committed, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  jpostponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  col.  F.  Johnson,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  independent  company,  commanded  by  captain  J.  Nel- 
son, be  annexed  to  the  battalion  commanded  bv  colonel  F.  Johnson. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjounied  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  March  25.  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  colonel  6.  Morgan,  at  Pittsburg  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  transmit  to  the  commis* 
siimers  of  Indian  affaii*s  in  the  northern  department,  tbe  letter  addressed  to 
them  by  colonel  Morgan,  and  signify  to  them,  that  Congress  approve  of  the 
iMssn  res  mentioned  therein. 

ReSolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia,  be  desired  to  sus- 
pend Miy  operations  against  the  gang  of  Indians,  commonly  called  Plu^y's 
pesjde,  till  they  shall  receive  farther  advice  from  Congress. 

irdered.  That  a^copy  of  colonel  Morgan's  letter  of  the  15th  and  of  the 
advices  therein  contained,  be  transmitted  to  the  governor  and  council  of 
Vimnia. 

Toe  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  October,  1776,  the  com- 
missioners of  the  loan -office  were  directed  *<  to  transmit  to  the  continental 
treasurer,  once  a  month,  an  account  of  the  cash  in  their  respective  offices, 
and  to  answer  all  draughts  of  tiie  treasurer  to  the  amount  of  tke  cash  which 
they  shall  have  in  their  hands  as  aforesaid ;" 

HesoLved,  That  the  several  con^issioners  of  the  loan-offices,  hereafter^ 
BMke  mentiily  returns  to  the  board  of  treasury  of  the  cash  in  their  respective 
offices»and  that  the  same  be  drau^tedbv  warrants  fi*om  the  president  only, 
ivhidi,  premus  to  their  being  paid,  shall  be  entered  at  the  treasury-office, 
and  the  entry  certified  on  the  warrant  by  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
treaawj,  theaoditor-gentral,  or  o>ne  of  his  assistants  or  clerks. 

A  meiMrial  from  I^wis  Ptahl  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  &e  board  of  war. 

€}rdered.  That  the  opinion  of  the  council  of  officers  on  cotond  Morgan's 
lawinissiwi,  enclosed  ia  the  colonePs  letter  of  the  15th,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy-secretary,  and»  the  ballots 
beiiu;  taken, 

Bir.  William  Churchill  Houston  was. elected. 

Xhe  nartne  comnitlte  laid  befiure  Congness  a  paper,  signed;  by  sundry 
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officers  in  the  fleet,  containing  charges  and  complaints  against  couunodore 
Esek  Hopkins ;  iwhich  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  new  battalioiui, 
raised  and  raising  on  the  west  side  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  to  join  Che 
army,  under  sten.  Washington,  with  all  possible  expedition. 

Resolved,  That  general  Gates  be  directed  to  repair  inunediately  to  Tioon- 
deroga,  and  take  command  of  the  army  there. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  the  convention  of  New -York,  was  read^recom- 
mending  the  appointment  of  a  commandant  of  the  forts  in  the  Highlands  ; 
"Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  commandant  of  the  forts  in  the  Hig^ilanda  be  appointed* 
with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general : 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

George  Clinton,  esq.  was  elected. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  26,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  William  Aylett,  esq.  deputy  commissarj-geir- 
eral,  at  Williamsburg,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  and  one,  of  the  Sth^  mwn 
general  Schuyler,  with  sundry  papers,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referrea  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  the  committee  of  Lancaster  to  the  delegates  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  enclosing  sundry  papers,  was  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  SheraaB. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  considered  ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolvedj,  That  the  government  of  the  Delaware  state,  be  desired  to  places 
such  a  guard  at  Lewistown,  at  continental  expense,  as  they  shall  think  suffi- 
cient to  protect  the  persons  employed  as  pilots,  and  sucn  property  of  the 
good  subjects  of  these  states  as  shall  be  thrown  upon  their  or  the  adjacent 
coasts. 

Ordered^  That  general  Schuyler's  general  orders  of  February,  1777,  be 
transmitted  toeen.  Washington,  for  his  perusal  and  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  8000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Thomas  Hartley,  for 
clothinff  and  arming  his  battalion ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war : 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  G.  Clymer. 

Ordered,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Jacob  Weaver,  for  the 
'ilde  of  his  independent  company  at  Lancaster ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Bernard  was  re* 
ferred,  broueht  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration;  Wherenpoii, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  improper  for  Congress  to  interpose  in  the  matter 
therein  submitted  to  them  m  die  present  stage  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  acquaint  general  Washington,  that  Congress 
expect  the  office  of  adjutant-general  to  be  filled  by  a  speedy  appointment  oC 
a  person  of  abilities  and  unsuspected  attachment  to  these  United  States  ;  and 
recommend  colonel  William  l^ee  to  his  consideration  for  this  purpose. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  paper  containing  charges  and  cmm* 
plaints  against  commodore  Hopkins  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolwdj  That  Esek  Hopkins  be  immediately,  and  he  is  herdi)j,  soapend* 
ed  from  his  command  in  the  American  navy. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported. 

That  ^ere  should  be  presented  to  Sterling  Wade  Caifnon,  4  dollars,  ta 
enable  him  to  proceed  to  Maryland : 
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That  there  U  dae  to  major  Harduen  Merlet,  for  his  paj  and  rations  as  cap- 
tain from  the  1st  of  September,  1775,  to  the  20th  of  Janoary,  1776, 161.48 
dollars;  for  his  pay  and  rations  as  major,  from  the  20th  of  Janaarj,  1776, 
to  the  15di  of  Febmarj,  1777,  563.20  dollars;  the  whole  amounting  to  724. 
68  dollars: 

To  Robert  Pfttton,  for  cutting  nine  cords  of  wood  for  the  use  of  Congress, 
9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  send  100,000  dollars  to  Beniamin  Harrison, 
jon.  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  Williamsburg,  in  Virginia,  for  the 
public  service  in  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  March  27,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  2dd.  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  wherein  he  in- 
forms Congress,  tiiat  he  has  ^ven  permission  to  colonel  Palfrey,  the  pay- 
master general,  to  come  to  Philadelphia  to  settle  his  accounts : 

Ordered,  That  colonel  Palfrey,  the  pay-master  general,  be  referred  for  the 
setdement  of  his  accountu  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  audit  and  set- 
tle the  accounts  of  the  army  under  the  immediate  command  of  general 
Washington. 

A  letter,  of  the  2Sd,  from  goyernor  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  to  the  secret 
committee,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  Neil  M« Arthur,  and  Alexander  M'Kay,  two  of  the  North- 
Carolina  prisoners,  who  have  executed  bonds  and  given  approved  security 
for  tbdr  good  behaviour  and  inoffensive  conduct  towards  the  United  States, 
and  every  of  them,  be  permitted  to  go  to  North-Carolina,  to  solicit  the  as- 
sembly thereof  ,  for  permission  to  remain  there  in  such  place,  and  under  such 
restrictions,  as  the  said  assembly  shall  direct ;  proTided,  that  the  said  Neil 
M^  Arthur,  and  Alexander  M^Kay,  if  infused  such  permission,  shall  be  under 
obligation  to  return  to  their  place  of  destination  in  Fxedericktown,  in  Mary- 
land, as  soon  as  may  be,  or  otherwise  shall  be  deemed  to  have  broken  their 
parole.  «      '  ^ 

Compress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  tile  Aiedical  committee ; 
and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Ordered^  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  medical  committee : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  EUery. 

A  petitioD  from  Timothy  Shalor,  of  the  sloop  Lion,  was  read,  praying  to 
be  supplied  with  some  rimng  and  200  lb.  of  powder : 

Onuredp  That  it  be  referred  to  the  secret  committee,  who  are  directed  to 
supply  him  with  the  powder  on  his  paying  for  the  same,  and  alsowith  the 
other  articies  if  they  cannot  be  purchased  at  private  sale. 

Hie  seTeral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Ai^eumed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

SATURDAY,  March  29»  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  fromeeneral  Lee,  at  New-York ;  one,  of  the  26tb^ 
fnm  goTemor  Livingston,  of  New-Jersey,  with  sundry  papers  endosed ; 
and  one,  of  the  16th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Antil,  were  read : 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  letter  from  governor  Liyingston,  with  the  papers  en- 
closed, be  referred  to  the  committee  for  enquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the 
British  army :  that  the  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Antil  be  referred  tothe^ 
beard  of  treasury. 
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Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  gen.  Lee  ;  Whereupon,  . 

Resolved,  That  Congress  still  judge  it  improper  to  send  any  of  their  mem- 
bers to  confer  with  general  Lee  upon  the  su^ects  mentioned  in  his  letter. 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war  for  contiDgent 
services ;  the  said  board  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  &  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  20,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Robert  Wood,  pay-master  of 
col.  James  Wood's  regiment,  raised  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  the  use  of 
the  said  regiment,  the  colonel  to  be  accountable^  he  having  requested  the  sup- 
ply by  his  letter  of  the  23d  instant 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  authorized  to  advance  tceverj 
able  seaman  that  enters  into  the  continental  service,  any  sum,  not  exceeding 
40  dollars,  and  to  every  ordinary  seaman  or  landsman,  any  sum,  not  exceed- 
ineSO  dollars ;  to  be  deducted  from  their  future  prize-money. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Lancaster,  in 
Pepnsylvania,  to  the  delegates  of  that  state,  together  with  the  papers  there- 
in enclosed,  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  consi- 
dered :  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  Edmund  Minyer,  adjutant  of  the  r^ment  commanded  by  ooi. 
Moses  Hazen,  stands  charged  by  an  inquisition,  taken  before  the  coroner  of 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  with  the  murder  of  Jacob  €cros8» 
late  of  the  said  county,  deceased  ; 

Resolved,  l^at  the  said  Edmund  Minyer  be  delivered  to  the  civil  autho- 
rity of  Pennsylvania,  that  he  may  receive  his  trial  according  to  law. 

^e  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report^  which  was  taken  into  considen^n : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Aylett,  deputy  commissary-general  in  Virginia,  be 
informed,  in  answer  to  His  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  that  the  quantity  of 
flour  required  by  the  commissary-general,  must«  by  all  means,  be  purchaaed  ; 
that  Mrv  R.  Morris  consents,  on'his  part,  to  transter  to  Mr.  Aylett,  for  con- 
tinental use,  a  quantity  of  flour,  purchased  in  Virginia  by  Mr.  Morris  ai^ 
Carter  Braxton,  esq.  to  whom  Mr.  Aylett  is  desired  to  apply  for  a  r^ease 
of  his  part  of  the  concern :  if  this  cannot  be  obtained,  the  like  quantity,  and 
as  much  more  as  wilP  cmhplete  the  commissary  general's  requisition,  to  be 
forthwith  procured  by  M^.  Aylett  wheresoever  the  same  can  be  bought  in  tbe 
state  of  Virginia. 

That  Mr.  Aylett  be  also  informed,  that  Congress  approve  of  the  prices  of- 
fered by  him  for  corn,  and  that  he  proceed  in  the  purchase  of  the  ouaalitjr 
wanted  by  Congress  or  the  commissary-general,  at  as  low  prices  as  die  sane 
can  be  obtained. 

Ordered,  That  200,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general 
in  the  southern  department.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  Mr.  Aylett's  letter  be  sent  to  the  conHnissary* 
general,  and  that  Mr.  Aylett  be  directed  to  store  the  srain  and  provisions* 
purchased  by  him  on  continental  account,  until  called  nir  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, or  the  commissary -general ;  and- when  such  requisitions  sbdl  be  nadfs, 
uie  mode  of  transportation  must  ^e  left  to  Mr.  Aylett's  discretion. 

Resolved,  That  the  psiy  of  the  regimental  pay-masters  in  the  army  of  tke 
United  States  be  ndsea  to  40  dollars  per  month. 

.  Ordered,  That  the  case  of  John  Jolly,  and  John  North,  of  New-Jera^» 
prisoners,  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  that  state. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  any  prisoners  shall  be  taken  by  the  ariej,  ortyj- 
any  detachment  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  or  by  any  body  of  the  ■ni« 
litia,  the  commanding  officer  shall  furnish  the  board  of  war  with  lists  of 
such  prisoners,  together  with  the  cause  and  manner  of  their  capture  and  de* 
tention. 
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The  several  mattersto  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  March  31,  1777. 

The  proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial,  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  29th 
of  Ifarph,  1777,  on  James  Moles  worth,  accused  of  beins  a  spy  from  the  ene- 
nj,  and  for  endeavoring  to  inveigle  three  pilots  into  meir  service,  to  pilot 
the  ^ps  of  war  to  the  attack  of  this  city,  were  laid  befbre  Congress,  and 
read ;  and,  it  appearing  thereby,  that  the  said  James  Molesworth  is  found 
guilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  and  sentenced  to  suflfer  death, 

Resoivedi  That  Coneress  approve  the  sentence  aforesaid,  and  confirm  the 
orders  of  mijor-general  Gates  tor  the  execution  of  it. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  with  two  papers  enclosed,  and  one,  of  the  29th,  from 
general  Washington ;  one,  of  the  11th,  from  the  convention  of  New-York» 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed  ;  and  one,  of  the  SOth,  from  colonel  Hartley, 
were  read : 

(hrdered.  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  and  colonel  Hartley 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ;  that  the  letter  from  the  convention  of 
New- York,  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  that  state. 

Ordered,  That  1258  dollars  be  paid- to  Messrs.  Willing  and  Morris,  and 
charged  to  the  account  of  Esek  Hopkins,  the  same  bein^  in  full  of  a  bill 
dated  New-Providence,  March  14,  1776,  drawn  by  the  said  Esek  Hopkins, 
in  favor  of  Alexander  Frazer,  or  order,  and  by  him  endorsed  to  Willing  and 
Morris.  * 

A  letter  from  George  Chardin  Nicholson,  and  one  of  the  29th,  from  the 
chevalier  de  Celeron,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  George  Chardin  Nicholson,  and  the  chevalier  de 
Celeron,  be  referred  to  major-general  Gates,  who  is  empowered  to  employ 
them  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  judge  most  for  the  interest  of  the  United 


Ordered,  That  150  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  chevalier  de  Celeron,  to  be 
deducted  out  of  his  future  pay. 

Re$oL'eei,  That  major-general  Gates  be  empowered  and  directed  to  take 
-with  him,  and  employ  under  him  in  the  nortnern  department,  bri^dier  de 
Roche  Femoy,  and  such  other  of  the  French  officers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  WiUiam  Sever  and  Thomas  Cushing,  at  Bos- 
ton,  was  read. 

Congress  having  received  advice  tliat  the  ship  Mercury,  of  Nantz,  is  ar- 
rired  at  Portsmouth,  in  New-Hampshire,  with  a  cargo  for  the  United  States, 
consisting  of  11,987  fusees,  1000  narrels  of  powder,  11,000  gun -flints,  48 
bmlea  of  woollens,  9  bales  of  handkerchiefs,  thread,  cottons,  and  printed 
lioeas,  2  cases  of  shoes,  1  box  of  buttons  and  buckles,  1  box  of  lawns,  and 
1  case  of  needles  and  silk  neckcloths ; 

Ordered,  That  5000  of  the  arms  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  council 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  the  troops  raised  in  that 
state  for  the  annr  of  the  Unitea  States  ;  and  that  the  said  council  order  two 
receipts  to  be  taken  from  the  several  colonels,  to  whonf  the  arms  shall  be 
delrvered,  and  transmit  one  of  the  said  receipts  to  the  commissary  of  milita- 
ry stores,  and  the  other  to  the  board  of  war. 

^  Ordered,  That  15  tons9f  the  powder  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  coun- 
cil of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  repay  the  powder  ad  vanced  by  that  state,  for  the 
use  of  the  continental  army  ana  navy,  and  that  the  said  council  transmit  to 
tke  board  of  war,  a  particular  account  of  the  powder  advanced  by  their  state 
/«*  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  persons  by  whom  delivered. 

Ordered,  That  the  lecret  committee  deliver  the  remainder  of  the  powder. 
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arms,  and  flints,  to  the  order  of  the  board  of  war,  and  the  remaioder  of  tbe 
cam)  to  the  clothier-general,  or  his  order. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tones  and 
disaffected  persons ;  and,  after  debate, 

Orderedj  Ihat  it  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  on  the  letter  of  James  Warren,  esq. 

<*  That  the  loss  sustained  by  James  Warren,  esq.  whilst  pay-master  ge- 
neral, in  consequence  of  bis  keeping  an  additional  office  at  Cambridge,  at  oie 
request  of  the  general,  for  the  convenience  of  the  army,  as  narticmarly  set 
forth  in  tiie  depositions  of  himself,  Isaac  Lothrop,  esq.  and  William  Win- 
throp,  amounting  to  1401.42  dollars,  ought  to  be  allowed  in  the  adjustment 
of  his  account  at  the  treasury -office  :" 

Ordered^  That  the  said  allowance  be  made.. 

Resolved^  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  reyiung  and 
printing  the  journal. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  and  Mr.  Brownson* 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  •fl/>rtZ  1,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  March,  from  ^eral  Washington ;  one,  of  tiie  Slti 
of  the  same  month,  from  brigadier  Lewis,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  Lewis  be  refierred  to  tbe  board 
of  war. 

Resolved^  That  Ephraim  Blaine,  esq.  be  appointed  commissary  foraop- 
plying,  with  provisions,  the  troops  now  in  tne  county  of  Cvmberland,  m 
Pennsylvania,  and  such  as  may  hereafter  march  through  that  county,  as  well 
as  the  artificers  and  troops,  wno  shall  be  employed  in  the  magazine  and  in* 
boratory,  to  be  erected  at  Carlisle. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  three  brigadiers,  and*  the  balJoCs 
being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen : 

Colonel  Edward  Hand ;  colonel  Charles  Scott. 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  the  third  brigadier-general  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow. 

An  appeal  being  lodged  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  for 
tlie  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  libel  John  Baldwin  vs.  Robert  Polke, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  hearing  and  determin- 
ineappeals. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
considered;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Price  &  Haywood  procure,  of  general  Schuyler 
and  the  deputy  pay-master  general  of  the  northern  department,  certificates 
of  the  specie  which  they  have  received,  in  conseauence  of  an  order  of  Con- 
cress,  of  the  13th  of  August  last,  and  that  the  buance  which  shall  appear  to 
be  due  to  them,  on  adjusting  their  accounts  at  the  treasury-office,  be  paid  by 
m  bill  of  exchange,  to  be  drawn  by  the  president  on  the  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  in  France,  and  countersigned  by  the  auditor-general. 

Ordered,  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  tend 
such  a  number  of  tickets  for  sale,  as  they  shafl  judge  necessary,  to  the  pay- 
master and  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the  northern  department. 

For  the  better  regulating  the  pay  of  the  army. 

Resolved^  That  the  pay-master  or  deputy  pay -master  general  shall  pay  no 
money,  but  by  warrants  from  the  commanders  in  chief  in  their  respective 
departments,  countersigned  by  their  respective  secretaries ;  and  ^t  the 
money  be  paid  onl;^  to  uie  person  specified  in  the  warrant,  or  to  his  CM*der  in 
writing,  excepting  in  cases  otherwise  provided  by  Congress. 
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That  the  regimental  abstracts  be  made  up  bj  the  regimental  paj-mastera 
at  the  close  of  every  month,  and  certified  by  the  respective  colonels,  or  com- 
manding officers  and  brigadiers,  who  shall  carefulij  examine  and  compare 
the  same  with  the  weekly  returns ;  after  which,  they  shall  be  lodged  with 
the  |)ay-niaster,  or  deputy  pay-master  general,  until  orders  are  given  for  the 
ptjnient. 

That  the  regimental  pay-masters  only  shall  receive  from  the  pay-master, 
ordepaty  pay-masters  general,  the  money  due  upon  abstracts  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers ;  and  the  said  regimental  pay-masters  alone  shall  settle  with, 
and  pay,  the  money  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regiments  to  which 
they  rtqpectively  Miong,  either  in  person  or  to  their  order,  and  take  receipts 
for  the  same,  to  be  produced  as  vouchers  on  the  settlement  of  their  respective 
accounts. 

That  officers  and  soldiers,  who  may  be  prisoners  of  war,  shall  be  made  up 
in  ih9  abstracts  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong,  to  the  time  of  their 
saptivity,  and  authentic  returns  shall  be  made,  with  such  abstracts 'of  the 
names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  aforesaid,  their  rank  and  the  company  to 
which  they  belong,  the  time  of  their  captivi^,  and  the  pay  that  was  then  due. 
And  whenever  such  prisoners  are  to.be  exchanged,  a  pay-roll  shall  be  made 
out  by  the  pay -master,  or  deputy  pay-master  general,  for  the  pay  due  to  them, 
to  the  time  of  their  return,  and  the  money  shall  be  sent  to  them,  and  paid  by 
the  officer  appointed  to  receive  them,  and  their  receipts  immediately  lodged 
with  ^e  pay -master  or  deputy  pay -master  general. 

That  whenever  any  regimental  pay -master  leaves  the  service,  or  is  dis- 
missed, he  shall  make  a  return  to  vxt  pay -master  or  deputy  pay-master  ge- 
neral, c^  the  names  of  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  of  his  regiment,  who  remain  unpiud,,the  sums  due  to  them  res- 
pectively, and  what  balance  of  cash  he  has  remaining ;  all  which  shall  be 
lodged  with  the  pay-master,  or  deputy  pay-roaster  general,  to  be,  by  him,  de- 
livered to  the  next  pay-master  of  the  said  regimen^  or  otherwise  dispos^of^ 
as  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  department  may  think  proper. 

That  no  commissioned  or  non-commbsioned  officer  or  soldier,  coming  from 
any  department  where  a  pay -master  or  deputy  pay -master  general  is  ap- 
pointea,  shall  receive,  in  any  other  department,  tne  pay  that  may  be  due  to 
him,  unl^s  he  produces  a  certificate  from  his  colonel  or  commanding  officer, 
countersigned  by  the  pay-master,  or  deputy  pay-master  general  of  the  de- 
partment to  which  he  belongs,  of  the  sum  bona  ude  due  to  hiin^  and  deliver 
the  same,  with  a  receipt  thereon. 

Re$olved,  That  the  pay  of  the  assistant  pay-masters,  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, be  augmented  to  40  dollars  a  month ;  and  that  they  be  allowed 
three  rations  a  day. 

Besfdved,  That  the  pay  of  the  secretary  to  the  commander  in  chief  be  aug- 
■aented  to  100  dollars  a  month ;  and  that  colonel  Harrison,  the  present  se- 
cretary, l>e  allowed  that  pay  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  that  office. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported, 

That  a  warrant  should  be  issued  oy  the  president,  pn  the  loan-officer,  for 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  Robert  Morris,  George  Clymer  and 
Oeorge  Walton,  esqrs.  a  committee  of  Congress,  for  £15,009  dollars,  for 
which  they  are  to  account. 

That  another  warrant  issue  on  the  same  loan-officer,  in  favor  of  the  secret 
committee,  for  10,000  dollars,  for  which  the  said  committee  shall  account. 

That  James  Wood,  colonel  of  the  12th  regiment  of  Virginia  forces,  in 
continental  service,  having  borrowed  of  John  Campbell,  esq.  1,800  dollars 
ibr  the  use  of  his  regiment,  as  appears  by  his  receipts,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
having  drawn  an  order  for  the  said  sum,  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  and 
^fharged  to  hi^  account  ^ 
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That  there  is  due  to  James  Warren,  esq.  for  the  pay  due  to  him  as  pay- 
master general,  from  the  4th  of  May  to  tne  15th  of  June,  1776,  being  42 
days,  at  1200  dollars  per  annum,  138  6  dollars,  which  anm  should  be  paid 
by  a  warrant  from  the  president  on  the  loan -office  of  the  state  of  Maasaohii- 
setta-Bay. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  warrants  be  drawn,  and  sums  paid  accordinglT. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  i'eport,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
AVhereupon, 

Eesolved,  That  no  officer  already  appointed,  or  to  be  hereafter  appointed, 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  shall  take  rank  b^  virtue  of  a  commission 
antedated,  but  rank  shall  be  determined  by  the  time  of  appointment^,  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  special  resolution  of  Con^sa. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures,  and,  in  their  recess, 
to  the  executive  powers  of  the  respective  states,  that  they  forthwith  transmit 
to  the  board  of  war,  exact  lists  of  all  officers  appointed  by  them  in  the  con- 
tinental army,  with  the  dates  of  their  commissions  and  times  of  appointment. 

Ordered,  That  major-general  St.  Clair  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and  serve 
under  general  Gates ;  and  that  previous  to  his  setting  out*  he  repair  iouae- 
diately  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  farther  orders  of  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'ck)ck  to-morrow.      ^ 

WEDNESDAY,  4pr%l  2,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  3 1st  of  March,  from  general  Washington,  and  one»(rf'the 
i9th  of  the  same  month,  from  the  chevalier  de  Preudhome  de  Borre,  weiv  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  the  general  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  wm  itSobtk  iato 
consideration;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay-roaster,  and  deputy  pay-master  general,  attfaeead 
*  of  every  month,  after  tlie  first  day  of  May  next,  shall  make  op  rolls,  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  general  and  other  officers  of  the  ^  army,  to  whick 
they  respectively  belong,  who  are  not  comprised  in  the  regimental  abstracts, 
excepting  only  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  several  departments,  who  shall 
respectively  examine  such  rolls,  and  issue  their  warrants  on  the  pay-maBtv 
or  deputy  pay-master  general,  for  th^  sums  due  on  the  same« 

That  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  several  departments  be  directed  to 
,  erder  payment  to  such  officers  and  detachments  of  the  army,  as  shall,  at  any 
time,  be  ordered  to  otiier  departments,  to  be  made  to  the  day  of  their  march- 
ing .or  leaving  the  camp,  and  that  certificates  be  given  by  the  respective  pay- 
master or  deputy  pay -master  ^neral,  mentioning  the  names  of  sudi  officwt 
and  corps,  together  with  the  time  to  which  they  are  paid,  which  certificates 
shall  be  delivered  by  the  commanding  officer  ot  the  respective  detaclunents^ 
or  by  such  officers  as  shall  be  ordered  without  detachments,  to  the  pay-master 
or  deputy  pay -master  general  of  the  department  to  which  they  are  ordered^ 
to  enable  him  to  examine  and  make  up  their  future  rolls  and  abstimcts. 

The  committee  ai^inted  to  confer  with  generals  Gates  and  Greets  bnraght 
in  a  report,  and  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Ordered,  That  tliey  have  leave,  and  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  be  a^ed  to  the 
said  committee. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  third  brigaditr,  and,  the  ballots 
being  tak^. 

Colonel  Ebenezer  Learned  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter,  this  da^  received  from  general  Wash* 
ingtoh,  be  sent  to  the  council  of  Pennsylvania  and  to  the  governors  ef  De- 
laware, Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  that  governor  Johnson,  of  Marylwid,  be 
requested  to  give  orders  for  the  immediate  remov^  of  the  powder  and  mil^ 
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tary  stores  at  Annapolis  to  the  town  of  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  and  the  powder 
and  miiitarf  stores  at  Baltimore,  to  the  town  of  Carlisle,  in  Pennsylvania^ 
and  take  measures  to  have  this  done  with  all  possible  expedition. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  medical  commit- 
tee on  the  hospitkl,  andy  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  for  fardier  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revise  Dr.  Shippen's 
fkn  for  regulatinff  the  hospital,  and  report  tiiereon. 

The  members  chqsen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sergeant  have  leave  of  absence,  to  visit  his  family. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  erant  such  reward,  as  they  judge  proper, 
to  the  pilots  who  discovered  and  informed  asainst  James  Molesworth. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjoorned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Friday. 

FRIDAY,  .ipril  4. 1777. 

Hn  Sykes,  one  of  the  delegates  from  Delaware,  attended,  and  produced 
the  credfentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  reaid  as  follows : 

'*  In  Council,  February  22,  1777. 

«*  Whereas  Nicholas  Van  Dyke  and  James  Sykes,  esqrs.  have  been  chosen, 
by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  in  the  general  assembly,  to  represent  the  Dels* 
ware  state  in  the  Continental  Congress,  in  the  room  and  stead  of  John  Dick- 
inson and  John  Evans^  esqrs.  Resolved,  That  they,  together  with  George 
Read,  esq.  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  fully  authonzed  and  em- 
powered, for  and  in  behalf  of  this  state,  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  execute  any 
measure,  which  they  or  he,  together  with  a  majority  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, shall  judge  necessary.  Tor  the  defence,  security,  interest,  and  welfare 
of  this  state  in  particular,  and  America  in  general,  with  power  to  adjourn 
to  such  times  and  places,  as  shall  appear  most  conducive  to  the  public  safety 
and  advantage.    Sent  for  concurrence. 

**  Eodem  aie,  in  assembly,  read  and  concurred. 
"  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

"  SLATOR  CLAY,  Clerk  of  the  CounciU^ 

Brigadier  Armstrong  having  requcfsted  leave  to  resign,  and,  for  that  pur- 
fOBe,  enclosed  bis  commission, 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave,  and  that  his  resignation  be  accepted. 
A  remonstrance  and  petition  from  sundry  persons  in  York-Town,  in  Ponn- 
•jlvania,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred,  to 
tiie  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  settle  the  accounts  of  colonel  Hand, 
who  is  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier,  in  order  that  he  may  deliver  up  his 
regiment,  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office  as  soon  as  ^ssible. 

The  secret  committee  having,  by  direction  of  Congress,  in  their  resolve  of 
the  first  of  December  last,  appointed  Messrs.  Abraham  Livingston  and  Wil- 
liam TurnbuU,  agents,  to  repair  to  the  eastern  states,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasii^  and  collecting  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  army,  which  business  they 
have  assiduously  performed,  and  for  which  pur]>ose,  the  said  committee 
advanced  to  the  said  agents  20,000  dollars  at  tne  time  they  set  out,  and  the 
farther  sum  of  120,000  dollars,  granted  to  them  for  tliat  purpose,  the  15th  of 
February  last,  as  appears  by  the  order  of  Congress  of  that  date,  and  the 
receipts  of  these  two  sums  are  acknowledged  by  the  said  a^nts,  in  their  let- 
ters dated  the  19th  and  22d  of  March  last:  It  also  appearing,  that  tlie  said 
agents  have  drawn  sundry  bills  on  the  said  committee,  which  are  not  yet  paid : 
and  whereas,  general  Washington,  agreeably  to  the  powers  vested  in  him  by 
Vol.  I£.  la 
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Congress,  has  lately  appointed  James  Mease»  esq.  clothier-general  for  the 
American  army,  whose  business  it  now  is  to  settle  and  adjust  all  accounts 
respecting  the  clothing  of  the  annj ;  therefore, 

Rnolvtd^  That  the  secret  committee  be  credited  in  the  treasury  books  for 
140,000  dollars  naid  by  them  to  the  said  Messrs.  Abraham  Livingston  and 
William  Tumbull,  anci  that  the  same  be  charged  to  James  Mease,  esq.  who 
is  to  settle  all  accounts,  with  the  said  agents,  respecting  the  bnsinew  in 
which  thejhave  been  employed,  and  to  pay  the  drau|;ht8  they  have  drawn, 
or  may  rightfully  draw  on  the  said  committee,  or  on  him  as  clothier-general, 
and  that  he  also  be  empowered  to  make  tliem  reasonable  compensation  for 
their  services. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  ^neral  Green,  brought  in  a  far- 
ther report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  there  be  one  commissary 'general  of  musters  for  the  army 
of  the  United  States : 

That  there  be  (bur  deputy  muster-masters  general : 

That  the  said  apppintments  be  made  by  Congress : 

That  one  deputy  muster-master  be  appointed  to  each  grand  division  of  the 
firmy,  and  that  these  appointments  be  made  by  the  commander  in  chief: 

1  hat  the  troops  be  mustered,  once  in  every  month,  by  the  deputy  muster- 
masters,  and  once,  at  least,  in  every  three  months,  the  deputy  muster-master 
general  of  each  department  shall  superintend  at  such  muster: 

That,  in  mustenns,  particular  attention  be  paid  to  the  clothes,  arms, accou- 
trements, and  pay  of  the  troops,  and  a  report  made  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  department,  of  neglect  or  deficiency: 

That,  on  every  muster,  five  rolls  be  made  out  by  the  captain  or  command- 
ins  officer  of  every  company  or  troop,  sworn  to  and  signed  by  him  and  one 
otner  commissioned  officer;  one  of  which  rolls  shall  be  returned  to  him,  cer- 
tified by  the  officer  of  musters,  one  other  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  board 
of  treasury,  one  to  the  pay-master  genei*al  of  the  department,  and  one  to  the 
regimental  pay-master,  to  be  affixeu  to  the  pay-rolls  : 

That  the  deputy  muster-master  general  of  each  department,  return  an 
abstract  of  each  muster-roll  once  a  month,  to  the  deputy  adjutant-senera\  of 
that  department,  and  one  other  abstract  to  the  commissary -general  of  musters : 

That  the  commissary -general  of  musters  return  to  the  adjutant-general, 
once  a  month,  an  abstract  of  all  the  musters,  reeimentally  digested,  together 
with  an  abstract  of  the  rations  drawn  or  retained  by  the  several  regiments : 

That  the  issuing-commissaries  be  obliged  to  deliver  monthly  to  the  com- 
missary-general of  musters,  an  abstract  of  the  rations  drawn  or  retained  by 
the  several  regiments : 

That  the  adjutant-general  be  ordered  to  send  monthly  to  the  boar^  of  wv » 
a  copy  of  the  abstracts,  which  he  received  from  the  commissary-general  of 
musters,  together  with  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  army : 

That  the  pay  of  the  commissary-general  of  musters  be  60  dollars  a  monft, 
and  4  rations  a  day  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  muster-master  general  be  50  dollars  a  mon^ 
and  3  rations  a  da^ : 

That  the  pay  ot  a  muster-master  be  35  dollars  a  month,  and  two  rations  a 
day: 

That  the  board  of  war  send  to  the  board  of  treasury,  copies  of  the  abstracts 
of  rations  that  may  be  included  in  the  adjutant-general's  returns. 

Ordered^  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  the  appointment  of  the  com* 
missary-general  of  musters,  and  deputy  muster-masters  general. 

Resolved,  That  every  officer,  commanding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
who  shall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  any  officer  of  musters,  refuse  or  ne- 
glect to  assemble  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  under  his  command,  shalU 
on  proof  thereof,  before  a  general  court-martial,  be  cashiered. 
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A  letter,  of  the  18th  of  Deceniher  last,  from  George  Galphin,  was  read : 
Ordered^  That  the  same,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  afiairs. 

Rtsdved^  That  the  body  of  militia*  applied  for  to  the  state  of  North  Caroli- 
ntf,  danog  the  last  winter,  by  tlie  state  of  South-Carolina,  then  under  ap- 
pr^ension  of  an  invasion  ftrom  the  enemy,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  5000 
iniiftia,  recommended  by  Congress  to  be  embodied  by  tlie  state  of  North- 
Carolina,  for  the  assistance  of  South  Carolina  or  Virginia,  as  occasion  might 
require,  and  that  the  expense,  thereby  accruing,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  con- 
tinental treasury. 

Bemdv&l,  That  all  captures  made,  or  to  be  made,  by  vessels  l>earing  com- 
missious,  issued  by  the  president  of  South-Carolina,  previous  to  this  4th  day 
of  April,  be  considered  as  valid,  as  if  made  under  continental  commissions, 
and  tnat  a  copy  of  this  resolve  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  United  States, 
as  a  law  in  any  prize^cause,  which  may  be  depending  or  instituted  in  any  of 
the  courts  therein,  and  to  secure  the  condemnation  of  vessels  taken  under 
such  commissions.  Congress  having  been  made  acquainted,  tluit  Mr.  Presi- 
dent Rutledge  has  ghinted  commissions  for  letters  of  marque  and  privateers, 
for  want  of  proper  information,  that  by  a  former  resolve  of  Congress  such 
commissions  were  to  be  granted  by  Congress  only. 

Resohed^  That  the  invitation  given,  at  the  de9ire  of  Mr.  President  Rut- 
ledge  by  Mr.  Galphin,  to  the  Creek  Indians,  to  form  a  Congress  in  the  en- 
suing spring,  be  approved ;  that  the  state  of  South-Carolina  be  reimbursed 
the  expenses,  which  may  attend  such  meeting,  and  that  Mr.  Galphin  do  use 
his  endeavours  to  persuade  some  of  the  Creek  chiefs  to  attend  him  to  Phila- 
ddfphia,  and  that  Congress  will  defray  the  charges  of  their  journey. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consitieration ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  blank  commissions  be  sent  to  Henry  Fisher,  of  Lewis- 
town,  with  orders,  to  raise,  on  the  continental  establishment,  an  indepen- 
dent company,  for  the  safeguard  of  the  pilots  and  the  persons  and  gooos  of 
ether  well  a&cted  inhabitants  and  subjects  of  these  states,  residing,  or  being 
pear  Lewistown  and  the  coasts  of  Delaware-bay ;  and  that  Mr.  Fisher  be 
informed,  that  if  he  chooses  to  accept  the  command  of  the  company,  Congress 
will  confirm  bim  therein ;  but,  if  he  should  decline  the  acceptance  thereof, 
that  he  be  desired  to  nominate  a  proper  person  to  fill  that  station,  and  in 
either  case,  that  he  nominate  the  subalterns. 

Besolvedj  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States  be  em^ 
powered  to  order  monies,  arising  from  the  utiles  of  tickets  in  those  states, 
where  there  are  no  commissioners  of  the  (oan-office,  to  be  paid  into  the  trea- 
MUT  of  such  state,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  de- 
fer the  drawing  of  the  said  lottery,  if  they  find  it  necessary. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  James  Smythers,  for  a  copper-plate  and  planishing, 
made  by  David  Cummings,  for  the  purpose  of  printing  the  loan-office  certi« 
ficates,  and  engraving  the  same,  37.60  aoUars. 

To  Gerard  Hopkins,  for  26  cloak-pins,  and  putting  them  up,  for  the  use 
«f  Congress,  at  Baltimore,  3.24  dollars. 

That  R.  R.  Livingston,  R.  T.  Paine  and  J.  Langdon,  esqrs.  a  committee  of 
Congress,  who,  in  November,  177 5^  repaired  to  Ticonderoga,  expended  on  the 
journey  510.43  j  dollars,  for  which  they  ought  to  have  credit,  together  with 
the  sum  of  101  dollars,  returned  by  Mr.  Paine  into  the  hands  oi  John  Gib- 
son, esq.  tbe"^uditor-general,  with  which  he  is  to  be  charged. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  sums  be  paid,  and  the  said  credit  and  4cbit  msde 
accordingly. 
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Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  gen«  Lee  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  stUi  judge  it  improper  to  send  any  of  their  mem- 
bers to  confer  with  general  Lee  upon  the  su^ects  mentioned  in  his  letter. 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war  for  contingent 
services ;  the  said  board  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  20,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Robert  Wood,  paj-m«ster  of 
col.  James  Wood's  regiment,  raised  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  the  use  of 
the  said  regiment,  the  colonel  to  be  accountable,  he  having  requested  the  sup- 
ply bj  his  letter  of  the  23d  instant. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  authorized  to  advance  to.  evtrj 
able  seaman  that  enters  into  the  continental  service,  any  sum,  not  exceeding 
40  dollars,  and  to  every  ordinair  seaman  or  landsman,  any  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing 20  dollars ;  to  be  deducted  trom  their  future  prize-money. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Lancaster,  m 
PepnsylTania,  to  the  delegates  of  that  state,  together  with  the  papers  there- 
in enclosed,  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  consi- 
dered :  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  Edmund  Minyer,  adjutant  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  col. 
Moses  Hazen,  stands  charged  by  an  inquisition,  taken  before  the  coroner  of 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  with  the  murder  of  Jacob  Gross, 
late  of  the  said  county,  decea^sed  ; 

Resolved,  l^at  the  said  Edmund  Minyer  be  delivered  to  the  civil  autho- 
rity of  Pennsylvania,  that  he  may  receive  his  trial  according  to  law. 

^e  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considenitioii : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Aylett,  deputy  commissary-general  in  Yirgiiua,  be 
informed,  in  answer  to  Kis  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  that  the  quantity  of 
flour  required  by  the  commissary-^eneral,  must,  by  all  means,  be  purdiaaed  ; 
that  Mr.R.  Morris  consents,  on'his  part,  to  transter  to  Mr.  Aylett,  lor  con- 
tinental use,  a  quantity  of  flour,  purchased  in  Virginia  by  Mr.  Morris  and 
Carter  Braxton,  esq.  to  whom  Mr.  Aylett  is  desired  to  apply  for  a  release 
of  his  part  of  the  concern* :  if  this  cannot  be  obtained,  the  like  <|ttantity,  and 
as  much  more  as  w71P  cotbplete  the  commissary  general's  requisition,  to  be 
forthwith  procured  by  M1^.  Aylett  wheresoever  the  same  can  be  bought  in  the 
state  of  Virginia. 

That  Mr.  Aylett  be  also  informed,  that  Congress  approve  of  the  prices  of- 
fered by  him  lor  corn,  and  that  he  proceed  in  the  purchase  of  the  auantity 
wanted  by  Congress  or  tlie  commissary  general,  at  as  low  prices  astiiesame 
can  be  obtained. 

Ordered,  That  200,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general 
in  the  southern  department.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  Mr.  Aylett's  letter  be  sent  to  the  commissary- 
general,  and  that  Mr.  Aylett  be  directed  to  store  the  srain  and  provisions, 
purchased  by  him  on  continental  account,  until  called  nir  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, or  the  commissary -general ;  and-when  such  requisitions  shall  be  made, 
the  mode  of  transportauon  must  ^e  left  to  Mr.  Aylett's  discretion. 

Resolved,  That  the  na:y  of  the  regimental  pay-masters  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  be  raisea  to  40  dollars  per  month. 

.  Ordered,  That  the  case  of  John  Jolly,  and  Jolin  North,  of  New-Jeraey; 
prisoners,  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  that  state. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  any  prisoners  shall  be  taken  by  the  army,  or  by 
any  detachment  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  or  by  any  body  of  the  «i- 
litia,  the  commanding  officer  shall  furnish  the  board  of  war  with  lists  of 
such  prisoners,  together  witli  the  cause  and  manner  of  their  capture  and  de- 
tention. 
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The  several  mattersto  this  daj  ref<prred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  March  31,  1777. 

The  proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial,  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  29th 
of^March,  1777,  on  James  Molesworth,  accused  of  beins  a  spy  from  the  ene- 
my, and  for  endeavoring  to  inveigle  three  pilots  into  their  service,  to  pilot 
the  ships  of  war  to  the  attack  of  this  city,  were  laid  befbre  Congress,  and 
read ;  and,  it  appearing  thereby,  that  the  said  James  Moleswortn  is  found 
guilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  and  sentenced  to  suffer  death, 

Resohed,  That  Coneress  approve  the  sentence  aforesaid,  and  confirm  the 
orders  of  nuyor-general  Gates  tor  the  execution  of  it. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  with  two  papers  enclosed,  and  one,  of  the  29th,  from 
general  Washington;  one,  of  the  11th,  from  the  convention  of  New-York» 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed  ;  and  one,  of  the  30th,  from  colonel  Hartley, 
were  read : 

(hdertd^  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  and  colonel  Hartley 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ;  that  the  letter  from  the  convention  of 
New-York,  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  that  state. 

Ordered,  That  1258  dollars  be  paid- to  Messrs.  Willing  and  Morris,  and 
chained  to  the  account  of  Esek  Hopkins,  the  same  bein^  in  full  of  a  bill 
datra  New-Providence,  March  14,  1776,  drawn  by  the  said  Esek  Hopkins, 
in  faww  of  Alexander  Frazer,  or  order,  and  by  him  endorsed  to  Willing  and 
Morris.  • 

A  letter  from  George  Chardin  Nicholson,  and  one  of  the  29th,  from  the 
dievalier  de  Celeron,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  siud  George  Chardin  Nicholson,  and  the  chevalier  de 
Celeron,  be  referred  to  major-general  Gates,  who  is  empowered  to  employ 
them  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  judge  most  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Ordered,  That  150  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  chevalier  de  Celeron,  to  be 
deducted  out  of  his  future  pay. 

Re$oUMd,  That  major-general  Gates  be  empowered  and  directed  to  take 
with  him,  and  employ  under  him  in  the  nortnem  department,  bri^dier  de 
Roche  Fermoy,  and  such  other  of  the  French  officers  in  tiie  service  of  the 
United  States  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  William  Sever  and  Thomas  Cushing,  at  Bos- 
ton, was'  read. 

Congress  having  received  advice  that  the  ship  Mercury,  of  Nantz,  is  ar- 
rived at  Portsmouth,  in  New-Hampshire,  with  a  cargo  for  the  United  State?* 
consisting  of  11,987  fusees,  1000  oarrels  of  powder,  11,000  gun^ints,  48 
bales  of  woollens,  9  bales  of  handkerchiefs,  thread,  cottons,  and  printed 
linens,  2  cases  of  shoes,  1  box  of  buttons  and  buckles,  1  box  of  lawns,  and 
1  case  of  needles  and  silk  neckcloths ; 

Ordered,  That  5000  of  the  arms  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  council 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  the  troops  raised  in  that 
state  for  the  armr  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  the  said  council  order  two 
receipts  to  be  taken  from  the  several  colonels,  to  whont  the  arms  shall  be 
delivered,  and  transmit  one  of  the  said  receipts  to  the  commissary  of  milita- 
ry stores,  and  the  other  to  the  board  of  war. 

^  Ordered,  That  15  tons9f  the  powder  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  coun- 
cil of  Massaehusetts-Bay,  to  repay  the  powder  ad  vanced  by  that  state,  for  the 
use  ef  the  continental  army  ana  navy,  and  that  the  said  council  transmit  to 
tbe  board  of  war,  a  particular  account  of  the  powder  advanced  by  their  state 
for  tlie  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  persons  by  whom  delivered. 

Ordered,  That  the  9ecret  committee  deliver  the  remainder  of  the  powder. 
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Arms,  and  flints,  to  the  order  of  the  board  of  war,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
cam)  to  the  clothier-general,  or  his  order. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tories  and 
disafiected  persons ;  and,  after  debate, 

Orderedy  1'hat  it  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  on  the  letter  of  James  Warren,  esq. 

<*  That  the  loss  sustained  by  James  Warren,  esq.  whilst  paj-master  ge- 
neral, in  consequence  of  his  keeping  an  additional  office  at  Cambridge,  at  lie 
request  of  the  general,  for  the  convenience  of  the  army,  as  narticdarly  set 
forth  in  the  depositions  of  himself,  Isaac  Lothrop,  esq.  and  William  Win- 
throp,  amounting  to  1401.42  dollars,  ought  to  be  allowed  in  the  adjustment 
of  his  account  at  the  treasury -office :" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  allowance  be  made. 

Resolved^  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  revising  and 
printing  the  journal. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  and  Mr.  Brownson. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  A]^  1,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  March,  from  ^eral  Washington ;  oney  of  tiie  SUi 
of  the  same  month,  from  brigadier  Lewis,  were  read : 

Ordertdj  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  Lewis  be  refiured  to  fiie  beard 
of  war. 

Besolvedf  That  Ephraim  Blaine,  esq.  be  appointed  commissary  for  •sop- 
plying,  with  provisions,  the  troops  now  in  tne  county  of  Cumberland,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  such  as  may  hereafter  march  through  that  county,  as  well 
as  the  artificers  and  troops,  wno  shall  be  employed  in  the  magazine  and  la« 
boratory,  to  be  erected  at  Carlisle. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  three  brigadiers,  and,  the  ballets 
being  &ken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen : 

Colonel  Edward  Hand ;  colonel  Charles  Scott. 

Resolved^  That  the  election  of  the  third  brigadier-general  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow. 

An  appeal  being  lodged  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  for 
tlie  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  libel  John  Baldwin  vs.  Robert  Polke, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  hearing  and  determin- 
ineappeals. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
considered;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Price  &  Haywood  procure,  of  general  Schuyler 
and  the  deputy  pay-master  general  of  the  northern  department,  certificates 
of  the  specie  which  they  have  received,  in  conseauence  of  an  order  of  Con- 
gress, 01  the  13th  of  August  last,  and  that  the  iNuance  which  shall  appear  to 
be  due  to  them,  on  adjusting  their  accounts  at  the  treasury-office,  be  paid  by 
a  bill  of  exchange,  to  be  drawn  by  the  president  on  the  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  in  France,  and  countersigned  by  the  auditor-general. 

Ordered,  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  send 
such  a  number  of  tickets  for  sale,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  to  the  paj- 
master  and  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the  northern  department. 

For  the  better  relating  the  pay  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay -master  or  deputy  pay -master  seneral  shall  pay  no 
money,  but  by  warrants  from  the  commanders  in  chiefin  their  respective 
departments,  countersigned  by  their  respective  secretaries ;  and  that  the 
money  be  paid  only  to  Uie  person  specified  in  the  warrant,  or  to  his  order  in 
writing,  excepting  in  cases  otherwise  provided  by  Congress. 
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That  the  regimental  abstracts  be  made  up  bj  the  regimental  paj-mastera 
at  the  dose  of  everj  month,  and  certified  by  the  respectiTe  colonels,  or  com- 
manding officers  and  brigadiers,  who  shaU  carefulij  examine  and  compare 
the  same  with  the  weekly  returns ;  after  which,  they  shall  be  lodged  with 
the  pay-master,  or  deputy  pay-master  general,  until  orders  are  given  for  the 
payment. 

That  the  regimental  pay-masters  only  shall  receive  from  the  pay-master, 
or  deputy  pay -masters  general,  the  money  due  upon  abstracts  to  the  officers 
and  soliuers ;  and  the  said  regimental  pay-masters  alone  shall  settle  with, 
and  pay,  the  money  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regiments  to  which 
they  raspectively  Mong,  either  in  person  or  to  their  order,  and  take  receipts 
for  the  same,  to  be  produced  as  vouchers  on  the  settlement  of  their  respective 
accounts. 

That  officers  and  soldiers,  who  may  be  prisoners  of  war,  shall  be  made  up 
in  the  abstracts  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong,  to  the  time  of  their 
captivity,  and  authentic  returns  shall  be  made,  with  such  abstracts 'of  the 
names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  aforesaid,  their  rank  and  the  company  to 
which  they  belong,  the  time  of  their  captivity,  and  the  pay  that  was  then  due. 
And  whenever  such  prisoners  are  tobe  exchanged,  a  pay-roll  shall  be  made 
out  by  the  pa^ -master,  or  deputy  pay -master  general,  for  the  pay  due  to  them, 
to  the  time  of  their  return,  and  the  monev  shall  be  sent  to  them,  and  paid  by 
the  officer  appointed  to  receive  them,  and  their  receipts  immediately  lodged 
with  the  pay -master  or  deputy  pay-master  general. 

That  whenever  any  regimental  pay -master  leaves  the  service,  or  is  dis- 
missed, he  shall  make  a  return  to  tne'  pay -master  or  deputy  pay-master  ge- 
neral, c^  the  names  of  the'  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  of  his.regiment,  who  remain  unpaid,,  the  sums  due  to  them  res- 
pectively, and  what  balance  of  cash  he  has  remaining ;  all  which  shall  be 
lodged  with  the  pay-master,  or  deputy  pay-roaster  general,  to  be,  b^  him,  de- 
livered to  the  next  pay -master  of  the  said  regimen^  or  otherwise  disposed  of^ 
as  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  department  may  think  proper. 

That  no  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  coming  from 
anj  department  where  a  pay -master  or  deputy  pay-master  general  is  ap- 
pointea,  shall  receive,  in  any  other  department,  tne  pay  that  may  be  due  to 
nim,  unless  he  produces  a  certificate  from  his  colonel  or  commandine  officer, 
counterugned  by  the  pay-master,  or  deputy  pay-master  general  of  the  de- 
partment to  which  he  belongs,  of  Uie  sum  bona  nde  due  to  hiim^  and  deliver 
the  same,  with  a  receipt  thereon. 

Be9olved,  That  the  pay  of  the  assistant  pay -masters,  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, be  augmented  to  40  dollars  a  month ;  and  that  they  be  allowed 
three  rations  a  day. 

Besolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  secretary  to  the  commander  in  chief  be  aug- 
nented  to  100  dollars  a  month ;  and  that  colonel  Harrison,  the  present  se- 
cretary, be  allowed  that  pay  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  tnat  office. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported. 

That  a  warrant  should  be  issued  oy  the  president,  pn  the  loan-officer,  for 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  Robert  Morris,  George  CI vmer  and 
George  Walton,  esqrs.  a  committee  of  Congress,  for  215,000  dollars,  for 
which  they  arc  to  account. 

That  another  warrant  issue  on  the  same  loan-officer,  in  favor  of  the  secret 
committee,  for  10,000  dollars,  for  which  the  said  committee  shall  account. 

That  James  Wood,  colonel  of  the  12th  regiment  of  Virginia  forces,  in 
continental  service,  having  borrowed  of  John  Campbell,  esq.  1,800  dollars 
for  the  use  of  his  regiment,  as  appears  by  his  receipts,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
having  drawn  an  order  for  the  said  sum,  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  and 
durged  to  hi9  account.  ^ 
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That  there  is  due  to  James  Warren,  esq.  for  the  pay  due  to  him  as  pay- 
master general,  from  the  4th  of  May  to  the  15th  of  June,  1776,  being  42 
days,  at  1^0  dollars  per  annum,  138  6  dollars,  which  asm  should  be  paid 
by  a  warrant  from  the  president  on  the  loan-office  of  the  state  of  Maasaofao- 
setts-Bay. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  warrants  be  drawn,  and  sums  paid  accordinglT. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  i'eport,  which  was  taken  into  conaideFation ; 
AVhereupon, 

Resolved,  That  no  officer  already  appointed,  or  to  be  hereafter  appointed, 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  shall  take  rank  b^  virtue  of  a  commbsioa 
antedated,  but  rank  shall  be  determined  by  the  time  of  appointment^  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  special  resolution  of  Confess. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures,  and,  in  their  recess, 
to  the  executive  powers  of  the  respective  stated  that  they  forthwith  transmit 
to  the  board  of  war,  exact  lists  of  all  officers  appointed  by  them  in  the  con- 
tinental army,  with  the  dates  of  their  commissions  and  times  of  a4>pointiBeBt 

Ordered,  That  major-general  St.  Clair  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and  serve 
tinder  general  Gates ;  and  that  previous  to  his  setting  out*  he  repair  imme- 
diately to  Philadelphia*  and  there  wait  the  farther  orders  of  Congreaa. 

The  sevei-al  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.      ^ 

WEDNESDAY,  ^prilSLy  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  3 1st  of  March,  from  general  Washington,  and  one,  of  the 
i9th  of  the  same  month,  from  the  chevalier  de  Preudhome  de  Borre,  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  the  general  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  wm  takwi  into 
consideration;  Whereupon, 

Eeeolved,  That  the  pay-roa'ster,  and  deputy  pay-master  general,  at  the  end 
'  of  every  month,  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  shall  make  up  rdls,  oon* 
taining  the  names  of  the  general  and  other  officers  of  the ,  army,  to  whick 
they  respectivelv  belong,  who  are  not  comprised  in  the  regimental  abstracts, 
excepting  only  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  several  departments,  who  shaM 
respectively  examine  such  rolls,  and  issue  their  warrants  on  the  pay-master 
or  deputy  pay-master  general,  for  th^  sums  due  on  the  same. 

That  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  several  departments  be  directed  to 
,  order  payment  to  such  officers  and  detachments  of  the  army,  as  shall,  at  sbj 
time,  be  ordered  to  otiier  departments,  to  be  made  to  the  day  of  their  nuurGk- 
ing^or  leaving  the  camp,  and  that  certificates  be  given  by  the  respective  pay- 
master or  deputy  pay-master  general,  mentioning  the  names  of  such  officers 
and  corps,  together  with  the  time  to  which  they  are  paid,  which  certificates 
shall  be  delivered  by  the  commanding  officer  ot  the  respective  detachment^, 
or  by  such  officers  as  shall  be  ordered  without  detachments,  to  the  pay-master 
or  (Jeputy  pay-master  general  of  the  department  to  which  they  are  ordered^ 
to  enable  him  to  examine  and  make  op  their  future  rolls  and  abstracts. 

The  committee  a{^inted  to  confer  with  generals  Gates  and  Greets  brought 
in  a  report,  and  desired  leave  to  sit  asain. 

Ordered,  That  tltey  have  leave,  and  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  be  a^ed  to  the 
said  committee. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  third  brigactier,  and,  the  ballots 
being  tak^. 

Colonel  Ebenezer  Learned  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter,  this  da^  received  from  general  Wash"- 
ingtoh,  be  sent  to  the  council  of  Pennsylvania  and  to  the  governors  of  De- 
laware, Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  that  governor  Johnson,  of  Marylaml,  be 
requested  to  give  orders  for  the  immediate  remov^  of  the  powder  and  vs»iih- 
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tary  stores  at  ADoapolis  to  the  town  of  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  and  the  powder 
and  military  stores  at  Baltimore,  to  the  town  of  Carlisle,  in  Pennsylvania^ 
and  take  measures  to  have  this  done  with  all  possible  expedition. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  medipal  commit- 
tee 00  the  hospitkl,  and^  after  debate^ 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  for  fardier  consideration* 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revise  Dr.  Shippen's 
ylan  for  r^i^latine  the  hospital,  and  report  tiiereon. 

The  members  <^sen9  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sergeant  have  leave  of  absence,  to  visit  his  family. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  erant  such  reward,  as  they  judge  propOTi 
to  the  pilots  who  discovered  and  intormed  asainst  James  Moiesworth. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Friday. 

FRIDAY,  .ipril  4. 1777. 

Mr.  Sykes,  one  of  the  delegates  from  Delaware,  attended,  and  produced 
the  cred[entials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

**  In  Council,  February  ^Z,  1777. 

**  Whereas  Nicholas  Van  Dyke  and  James  Sykes,  esqrs.  have  been  chosen, 
by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  in  the  general  assembly,  to  represent  the  Dela- 
ware state  in  the  Continental  Congress,  in  the  room  and  stead  of  John  Dick- 
inson and  John  Evans,  esqrs.  Resolved,  That  the^,  together  with  George 
Read,  esq.  or  any  one  or  more  of  tlicm,  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  em- 
powered, for  and  in  behalf  of  this  state,  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  execute  any 
measure,  which  they  or  he,  together  with  a  majority  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, shall  judge  necessary.  Tor  the  defence,  security,  interest,  and  welfare 
of  this  state  in  particular,  and  America  in  general,  with  power  to  adjourn 
to  such  times  and  places,  as  shall  appear  most  conducive  to  the  public  safety 
and  advantage.    Sent  for  concurrence. 

*^  Eodemaie,  in  assembly,  read  and  concurred. 
"  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

"  SLATOR  CLAY,  Clerk  of  the  Council^ 

Br^adier  Armstrong  having  requested  leave  to  resign,  and,  for  that  pur- 
|»08e,  enclosed  his  commission. 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave,  and  that  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  remonstrance  and  petition  from  sundry  persons  in  York -Town,  in  Ponn- 
•jlvania,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred,  to 
the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  settle  the  accounts  of  colonel  Hand, 
who  is  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier,  in  order  that  he  may  deliver  up  his 
reginient,  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office  as  soon  as  possible. 

nrhe  secret  committee  having,  by  direction  of  Congress,  in  their  resolve  of 
the  first  of  December  last,  appointed  Messrs.  Abraham  Livingston  and  Wil- 
liam TurnbuU,  agents,  to  repair  to  the  eastern  states,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing and  collecting  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  army,  which  business  they 
have  assiduously  performed,  and  for  which  purpose,  the  said  committee 
advanced  to  the  said  agents  20,000  dollars  at  tne  time  they  set  out,  and  the 
farther  sum  of  1^,000  dollars,  granted  to  them  for  tliat  purpose,  the  15th  of 
FelMruary  last,  as  appears  by  the  order  of  Congress  of  that  date,  and  the 
receipts  of  these  two  sums  are  acknowledged  by  the  said  agents,  in  their  let- 
ters dated  the  19th  and  22d  of  March  last:  It  also  appearing,  that  the  said 
agenits  have  drawn  sundry  bills  on  the  said  committee,  which  are  not  yet  paid  t 
and  whereas,  general  Washington,  agreeably  to  the  powers  vested  in  him  by 
Vol.  U.  la 
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that  the  first-mentioned  draught  for  £  600,  New-York  currency,  should  be 
charged  to  Mr.  Winslow,  until  he  renders  to  the  commissioners  for  settling 
accounts^  vouchers  of  the  expenditure  of  the  provisions  for  the  pajoiient  if 
which  he  drew  his  bill ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sum  be  paid  and  charged  accordingly. 

A  letter*  of  the  28th  of  March,  from  governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  and*  a 
petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  New-Hampshire  grants,  aqcompa- . 
nied  ¥rith  a  number  of  papers,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  governor  Henry  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war :  that  the  petition,  with  the  papers  accompanying  itj  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  tnree  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plau  for 
regulating  the  mode  of  receiving  applications  made  to.  Cofngress. 
,  The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  EHery. 
^  Ordered,  That  the  report  of  tlie  committee  of  the  whole  house,  on  the  ar- 
ticles of  confederation,  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday  next,  and 
that  two  days  in  each  week  be  employed  on  that  subject,  until  it  shall  be 
wholly  discussed  in  Congress. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due,  to  Frederick 
Bicking,  for  140  reams  of  paper  U>r  continental  bills  of  credit,  1400  dollars : 

To  William  Semple,  Benjamin  Harbeson  and  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Yor  the 
expense  of  convoying  a  wagon  to  Cambridge,  and  for  conducting  coL  Kirk- 
land  and  son,  prisoners,  from  Cambridge  to  Philadelphia,  from  9tk  Decem- 
ber to  16th  January,  i8.134  8  2,  equal  to  358.38  dollars: 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  ameable  to 
the  request  of  the  council  of  the  said  state,  the  sum  of  100,000  dollars,  the 
said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  the  honorable  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them 
sent  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  esq.  deputy  pay^master  general,  for  the  use  of 
the  northern  army,  the  sum  -of  400,000  dollars : 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  James  Mease,  esq.  for  the  purpose  of 
clothing  the  army,  the  sum  of  100,000  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. ' 

Hesolvedf  That  Michael  Hillegas,  escj.  treasurer,  be  directed  to  send 
from  Baltimore  to  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for  public  service,  the 
sum  of  one  million  of  dollars. 
..The  committee  on  departments,  brought  in  a  report,  whicK  was  r^d : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  into  consic^ration  on  Thursday  next. 

The  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  wliat  honors  should 
be  paid  to  the  memories  of  generals  Warrea  and  Mercer,  brought  iii.&  re- 
•  port,  which,  being  read^  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

That  a  monument  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  general  Warren,  in  the 
town  of  Boston^  with  the  following  inscription :    . 

In  honor  of    ^  " 
JOSEPH  WARRBJN, 
Mnjor-generat  of  Manachuseifts-Baj : 
He  detoted  his  life  tothcUbeHiea 
Of  hjs  oountrjr ;  ^ 

And,  in  bravely  defending  idiem,  fqU 
An  eai'ly  viccim,' 
Id  the  haUle  of  Bunkcr*s-HJI1, 
June  17,  177m, 
The  Congrew  of  tlie  United  Suites, 
Ai  an  acknowledgement  of  his  aenrjces. 
And  distinniislied  meiit, 
Have  ereoted  this  momunent  •     . 

To  his  memory. 

That  a  moniimeiit  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  general  Mercor,  in  Fre^^ 
dericksbuigy  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  with  the  following  inscriptioD|: 
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Sacreil  to  the  memonr  of 

mJGH  MBRCER, 

Brigadier-eenen]  in  the  army  of 

The  Unite<1  States  i 

HediedonthelSthof  Jamianr,  1777,  of  the 

Woonds  he  reoeivod  on  the  3d  of  Uie  sane  smmiUi, 

Near  Princctown,Sii  New-Jeney,      * 

Bravelj  defending  the 

Liberties  of  America. 

The  Cpngrcm  of  the  United  States, 

fn  testimony  bihis  vhtues,  And  their  gratitude, 

Have  tau'sed  this  raoaumtfnt  to  be  erected. 

That  the  eldest  son  of  general  Warren,  and  the  joungest  son  of  general 
Mercer,  be  educated,  from  this  time,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Besohedy  That  the  follpwing  gentlemen  be  appointed  officers  in  the  re- 
giment commanded  by  colonel  Hazen : 

Matthew  M*Connef,  Robert  Burns,  John  Carlisle,  Benjamin  Chambers, 
James  Randolph  Reid,  William  Popham,  John  Thompson  and  James  Heron, 

€l^>t8ill8. 

Duncan,  William  Erskine,  Michael  Gilbert,  John  Hughes,  Reuben 

Taylor,  Samuel  Alexander,  Thomas  Piej  and  Robert  Campbell,  first-lieu- 
tennts. 

John  Gibson,  Michael  Montgomery,  James  Stedman,  Alexander  Teas, 
William  M'Michael,  James  Anderson,  Robert  Craig  and  William  Stewart, 
second -lieutenants ;  James  Thompson,  quarter-master. 

Resolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and  council  of  safety 
of  New-Jersey,  not  to  call  4nto  the  field,  such  part  of  their  militia,  not  ex- 
ceeding forty,  as  are  necessarily  employed  in  the  salt-works,  now  erecting 
Id  their  state,  by  the  government  of  Pennsylvania,  provided  it  be  not  iQQon- 
sistent  with  the  laws  of  that  state. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Washington,  with  a  letter  and  paners 
enclosed  from  the  chevalier  de  Preudhomme  de  Borre,  also,  a  letter,  or  the 
2d,  from  the  convention  of  New -York,  were  read : 

Orderedt  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  with  the  papers  en- 
closed, be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  applications. 

That  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-York  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  hospital;  Where* 
upon, 

Baohtdy  That  in  time  of  action  and  on  any  other  emer^epcy,  when  the 
rMmental  sareeons  are  not  sufficient  in  number  to  attend  properly  to  tiie 
sick  and  wounded,  that  cannot  be  removed  to  the  hospitals,  the  ^rector,  or 
deputy  director-general  of  the  district,  be  empowered  and  required,  upon 
the  request  of  the  physician  and  surgeon -general  of  the  army,  to  send,  from 
the  hosmtals  under  his  care,  to  the  assistance  of  such  sick  or  wounded,  as 
nan  J  physicians  and  surgeons  as  can  possibly  be  spared  from  the  necessary 
business  of  the  hospitals. 

That  the  director,  deputy  directors-general,  assistant  deputy  directors, 
phjsiciana  and  surgeons-general,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required  and  di- 
rected to  employ  shch  parts  of  their  time,  as  may  conveniently  be  spared 
from  the  dutiesbefore  pointed  out  to  them,  in  visiting  and  prescribing  for 
the  tick  and  wounded  or  the  hospitals  under  their  care. 

That  the  establishment  of  the  medical  department  be  as  follows : 

Direetorgeneral,  6  doUars  a  day IPhysican  and  sux^geon^neral  dolls,    ratioiif , 

and  9  rations,  of  the  army,  5  do.        6  do* 

l>epvty  director  geneva],       5  do.        6  do.  Senior  Surgeons,  each,  4  do.        6  do] 

Aflsistantrdeputy  director,       3  do.        6  do.  Second  Surgeons,  each,         2  do.        4  do.* 
I'hymdan-general  and    )       ^  .  ^  ,     Surgeons'  mates,  each,  1^  do.    2  do] 

Surgeon-general  each,    $  Apothecaries-general,  each,    3  do.       6  do* 
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Ditto      mates,  each,     l}d  doHs.    3  rations.  Matron*  i  dolls.    1  rations 

Commissaiy,  2  do.        4  do.  Nurses,  eaeh,  24-90tlis  1  do. 

Clerk,  who  b  to  be  pay-master,  2  do.     4  do.  Stabler.  1  do.      1  do. 

Assistantclerks,  each,  2-3ds  do.   1  do.  Kegimental-surgeons,  2  do.    4  do. 

Stewanlsy  each,  1  do.     2  do.  Ditto  mates,  each,  l|d  do.  2  do. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JiprU  9,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  e^n.  Potman,  at  Princeton,  waa  read : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  me  said  letter  be  delivered,  bj  the  delegates  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  the  executive  council  of  the  said  state. 

Orderedf  That  1300  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Erwin,  wagon-master 
^neral)  for  the  public  service,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  certificate  from  Artemas  Ward,  respecting  Joseph  Ward,  was  Imid  be- 
fore Congress  and  read : 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  petition  from  sundrj  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Westmoreland,  wu 
read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  what  stops 
are  proper  to  be  immediately  taken  by  Congress,  and  recommended  to  tne 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  opposing  the  enemy,  if  thej  should  attempt  i0 
penetrate  through  New-Jersey,  or  to  attack  JPhiladelphia : 

That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  confer  on  these  subjects  with  the 
executive  power  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  with  the  general  officers 
now  in  Philadelphia. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Clark 
and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Sundry  persons  being  nominated  for  the  office  of  commissary-general  of 
musters, 

Besolved,  That  the  election  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  nominating  gentlemen  for  the 
offices  of  director  and  deputy  directors-general,  physicians-genenl  and  aur- 
geons-^neral  of  the  military-hospital,  and  of  physicians  ana  surgeons-mi- 
eral  or  the  respective  armies,  and  that  the  election  be  on  the  day  following. 

The  board  ot  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  commissary-|B;eneral  of  military-stores,  be  directed 
immediately  to  furnish  as  many  rifles,  not  exceeding  1000,  to  be  aentte 
Fort-Pitt,  as  he  can  procure,  and  that  the  quarter-master  general  furnish 
such  things  as  are  in  his  department,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  stationed  at 
Pittsburg,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  agreeable  to  a 
list  furnished  by  colonel  George  Morgan. 

That  an  experienced'officer  ne  sent  to  Fort-Pitt,  to  take  the  command  oa 
fte  frontiers  aforesaid,  and  to  embody  such  of  the  militia,  not  exceetlisg 
1000,  there,  a^  he  shall  think  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  country. 

That  the  £00  men,  directed  by  Congress  to  be  raised  by  a  resolution  s^ 
the  8th  of  January  last,  shall  not  be  called  to  any  other  service,  witlioat 
their  consent,  than  that  expressed  in  the  said  resolution. 

That  one  ton  of  lead  be  sent  to  Pittsburg  from  Philadelphia. 

That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  desired  to  send  four  tons  of  lead  fion 
that  state  to  Pittsburg. 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  Bauer  be  appointed  a  captain,  and  Lawreact 
Meyer  a  first-lieutenant,  in  the  corps  commanded  by  major  Ottendorf. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  good  people  of  the  sUtes,  to 
rftimish  the  commissary-general  of  military  stores,  with  all  such  articJes  as 
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he  XDMj  want  for  the  use  of  the  amy,  at  a  reasonable  price :  and  that  the 
seyerall^lislatures,  or  executive  powem  of  the  states,  be  desired  to  exempt 
fcon  military  doty  all  persons  in  the  militia,  who  are  or  shall  be  employed 
in  casting  shot,  and  manufacturing  Inilitary  stores  of  every  species,  while 
suck  persons  shall  be  employed  In  the  said  service. 

Hie  committee  on  the  treasury  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  Christopher  Ludwig,  for  maintaining  Hessian  prison* 
ei%  and  for  ca^  paid  to  several  Hessian  deserters  who  brought  in  their  arms, 
123.84  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  connd- 
eration ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  tke  following  resolution: 

To  remedy  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  payment  of  money  by 
several  pav-masters  in  the  same  department, 

Besoheit  That  the  pay-master,  and  deputy  pay -masters  seneral,  be  di- 
rected forthwith  to  consult  the  commanders  in  chief  of  their  respective 
districts,  and  appoint  deputies  to  repair  to  such  posts  and  places  of  rendez- 
vous, and  ansi^er  the  draughts  of  such  officers  stationed  thereat,  as  the  said 
commanders  in  chief  shall  respectively  direct ;  that  the  deputies  be  supplied 
with  money  by  the  respective  pay-master  and  deputy  pa^-masters  general, 
aad  account  with  them  therefor,  and  that  all  other  pav-masters  of  the  army 
cease  to  act  at  the  posts  and  places  provided  with  deputies  as  aforesaid. 

Besolvedf  That  Mr.  James  Mease,  and  Mr.  Richard  Dallam,  be  directed, 
forthwith,  to  prepare,  and  render  to  the  commbsioners  for  settlins;  the  ac- 
counts of  the  army  in  the  states  of  New- York  and  N^w-Jersey,  £eir  res- 
pective accounts  for  monies  advanced  to  them  by  the  United  States,  except- 
ing only  the  sums  received  by  the  former  as  clothier-general  of  the  army ; 
and  the  commissioners  are  directed  to  attend,  without  delay,  to  the  settle- 
ment  of  their  accounts. 

That  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  examine  such  claims  against  the 
United  States  as  majr  be  presented  to  Congress  for  payment,  when  a  neces- 
sary attention  to  their  otner  duties  will  admit  thereof,  shall  adjust  the  ac- 
counts of  any  public  bodies,  person  or  persons  whatever,  to  whom  money  has 
been  advanceaby  the  United  States,  which  maybe  referred  to  them  byCon- 
gnas  or  the  board  of  treasury. 

Mte9olvtdp  That  the  pay  of  the  last  mentioned  commissioners  be  4  dollars 
a  day. 

Ordered^  That  the  secret  committee  sell  to  the  delegates  of  New-Jersey, 
a  qaaotity  of  sulphur,  not  exceeding  1000  lb.  if  the  same  can  be  spared. 

jResolvedt  That  Timothy  Hughes  &  appointed  a  captain  in  colonel  Living- 
ston's regiment. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  JpHl  10, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Mifflin ;  a  petition  from  Allen  McDonald, 
M  prisoner  at  Reading ;  a  petition  from  Thomas  Lowry,  and  a  letter,  of  the 
rto,  from  Joseph  Borden,  and  one,  of  the  8th,  from  Christian  Febiger»  were 
read. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  from  Thomas  Lowry,  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  treasury. 

Tliat  the  letter  from  Joseph  Borden,  esq.  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war; 
and  that  they  return  a  box  of  cartridges  to  the  county  of  Burlington,  in  lieu 
of  the  box  belonging  to  them,  which  was  expended  by  continental  troops. 

J^eaoLved,  That  1000  dollars  be  advancea  to  lieutenant-colonel  Christian 
Febiser,  for  the  use  of  his  re^qaent;  he  to  account  with  the  pay -master  ge- 
meral,  when  the  first  pay-roll  is  made  up  for  the  said  regiment. 
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Resolved^  That  an  order  for  40,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  commiasiouerR 
of  the  loan -office  for  tJie  state  of  Pennsjlvmnia,  in  favor  of  the  navj  boafd, 
the  said  board  to  be  accoantable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  and  amend  the  articles  of  war,  IntH^ 
in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  steps  ive  proper  to  bo  nrinie- 
diatel  J  taken  bj  Congress  for  opposing  the  enemy,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  consideration ;  vVhereapon, 

Resolved,  That  a  camp  be  immediately  formed  on  the  western  side  of 
Delaware,  to  which^  the  continental  troops,  now  in  Philadelphia,  and  on  their 
march  from  the  southward  and  westward,  shall  be  ordered  to  repair  with  all 
expedition. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  to  put  not  less  than  3,000  of  the  militia  of  that 
state  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  camp  before  mentioned,  on  the  shortest 
notice. 

That  proper  officers  be  immediately  despatched  to  enquire  into  the  nnnber 
and  condition  of  the  troops  at  Annapolis,  and  between  that  city  and  Phila- 
delphia, and  to  hasten  the  march  of  such  as  are  fit  for  service. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  carry 
the  foregoing  resolutions  into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  a  c<»py  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  supreme 
executive  council  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ordered,  That  general  Washington  be  immediately  informed,  by  express, 
ot  the  resolves  now  agreed  on  ;  and  that  Congress  mean  not,  by  forming  a 
camp  on  the  west  side  of  Delaware,  to  delay  the  continental  troops,  or  to  pre- 
vent their  joining  the  army  under  his  command  as  fast  as  he  shall  think  pro- 
per to  order  them ;  and  tliat  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  report,  pre- 
pare a  letter  to  the  general,  assigning  the  particular  reasons  that  indaced 
Congress  to  come  into  these  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Mease  be  directed  to  advance  to  colonel  Joseph 
Wood,  a  soffi  sufficient  to  pay  the  arrears  due  to  his  battalion,  taking  his  re- 
ceipt for  the  money  advanced,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  pay -master  ge- 
neral, to  be  produced  against  him  on  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  of  his 
battalion. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conade- 
ration;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Washin^on  be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  board' 
of  war,  a  list  of  his  appointments,  in  consequence  of  the  powers  with  which 
he  is  invested  by  Congress,  together  with  a  copy  of  all  commissions  ortg;inat- 
ingfrom  and  isuued  by  him. 

That  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  several  departments,  previous  to 
the  discharge  of  any  regiment  or  corps  of  militia  reinforcing  the  army,  be 
respectively  directed  to  issue  their  warrants  on  the  pay-master  or  deputy 
pay-master  general  for  the  amount  of  the  pay  due  to  the  same ;  and,  when 
the  military  chest  is  unsupplied,  the  pay-master  or  deputy  pay-master  ge- 
neral is  authorized  to  draw  on  the  presitfent  for  the  amount  of  such  warrants. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-seneral  Hand  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  ordered  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  Fort-Pitt,  and  take  measures  for  the  defence  of  the 
western  frontiers,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
9th  instant 

Revived,  That  the  commissary-general  of  musters,  have  the  rank  of  co^ 
lonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States :  that  the  deputy  muster-masters  ge- 
neral have*the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonels  in  the  army  of  the  United  States; 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  Wlots  being  taken. 
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Joseph  Ward,  esq.  was  elected  commiBsarj-general  of  mustera. 
Bickard  Yarick  and  William  Bradford,  juo.  were  elected  deputy  muster- 
masten  general* 

Oriered,  That  the  election  of  the  other  two  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 
~  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


FRIDAY,  JSfHl  11, 1777. 

A  letter  of  the  9th,  from  general  Washington ;  one  of  the  Sth,  from  pre- 
ifdentM'Kinley ;  and  one,  of  the  9th,  from  general  Putnam,  were  read.. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  president  M*Kinlej  be  referred  to  the 
boird  of  treasury. 

Resotefl^  That  president  M'Kinley  be  reauested,  with  the  advice  of  his 
counoi,  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  supply  with  provisions,  the  compa- 
ny to  be  stationed  for  the  protection  of  Lewistown  and  the  neighborhood. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  general  Washington,  with  sundry  papers  en- 
dued, respecting  the  exchange  of  prisoners ;  and  a  letter  from  the  cheva* 
lier  de  Yrecourt,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  papers,  respecting  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  bepub- 
hitied ;  that  the  letter  from  the  chevalier  de  Yrecourt,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  applications,  and  that  the  generaPs  letter,  with  the 
other  papers,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Coogreas  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  two  remaining  deputy  master- 
oasttts  general ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Yates  and  George  Noarth  were  elected. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  hospital  depart- 
nent;  and  the  ballots  being  taken. 

Dr.  William  Shippen,  jun.  was  chosen,  by  the  unanimous  ballot  of  the 
thirteen  states,  director-general  of  all  tlie  military  hospitals  for  the  armies  of 
the  United  States. 

Dr.  Waher  Jones,  physician-general  of  the  hospital  in  the  middle  de- 
psrtment. 

Ih.  Benjamin  Rush,  suigeon-general  of  the  hospital  in  the  middle  de- 
partment 

Dr.  Joha  Cochran,  ^ysician  and  surgeon-general  of  the  army  in  the  mid- 
dle department. 

Or.  Isaac  Forster,  deputy  director-general  of  the  hospital  in  th6  eastern 
dcmrtment. 

Dr.  Ammi  Ruhamah  Cutter,  physician-general  of  the  hospital  in  the  east- 
eni<iraartment. 

Dr.  Philip  Turner,  surgeon-general  of  ditto. 

Dr.  William  Burnet,  physicmn  and  surgeon-general  of  the  army  in  the 
eastern  department. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  deputy  director-general  of  the  hospital  in  the  north- 
ern department. 

Dr.  Malachi  Treat,  physician -|reneral  of  ditto. 

Dr.  Fotgne,  surgeon -general  of  ditto. 

Dr.  John  Bartlett,  physician  and  surgeon-general  of  the  agny  in  the  north- 
nn  department. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  diligent  en- 
(|airj  respecting  the  truth  of  an  information,  just  given  to  Congress,  of  a 
quantity  of  provisions  beine;  laid  up  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  and  if,  upon 
eoqviry,  the  same  be  found  to  be  true,  to  taKe  eff'ectual  measures,  in  con- 
junctioDwith  the  board  of  war  of  Pennsylvania,  for  preventing  the  same 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  eoemy. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr*  Clark. 

Tlie  board  of  treasury  reported. 

That  tha«  is  due  to  Dr.  J.  Ramsey,  and  to  be  paid  to  the  honorable  Jona<* 
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than  Elmer,  for  sundry  medicines  supplied  the  New-Jersfj  troops,  MM 
dollars : 

To  Dr.  James  Tilton,  for  sundry  medicines  supplied  the  battalioD  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  26.60  dollars :  ' 

To  Dr.  William  Currie,  for  sundry  medicines  supplied  the  5th,  or  colonel 
Johnston's  Pennsylvania  battalion,  135.56  dollars: 

To  John  Skinner,  for  sundry  provisions  supplied  the  troops  at  Cranbenj, 
in  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  and  for  his  pay  as  assistant  commissary,  agreea- 
ble to  his  account,  as  settfed  by  Mr.  Carpenter  Wharton,  deputy  commiasS' 
ry-general  939.8  dollars :  this  sum  being  exclusive  of  wagonage  and  odier 
charges,  to  be  settled  in  the  quarter-master  general's  department : 

To  William  W^hipple,  esq.  for  the  expense  of  conveying  60,000  doUan 
from  Philadelphia  to  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  69*9  dollars : 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  issue  warrants  on  BIr. 
Mease,  for  the  payment  of  arrearages  due  to  the  Maryland  nulitia,  that 
served  in  the  army  during  the  winter  caropaim. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conaideratioa : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  175  fire-arms,  either  muskets  or  rifles,  200  wi.  of  powder, 
800  vrt.  of  lead,  and  500  flints,  be  sent  to  the  town  of  Westmorelano,  ontfie 
east  branch  of  Susquehanna  river,  to  the  care  of  colonel  Nathan  Dennisao, 
to  be  used  by  the  militia  there,  for  the  defence  of  the  said  town,  if  neeeasaiy; 
the  arms  to  be  returned  when  the  service  there  will  admit  of  it: 

That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  quarter-master  general  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, be  raised  to  60  aollars  a  month,  in  consideration  of  the  extraordi- 
nary trouble  that  attends  the  execution  of  the  office  in  that  department : . 
1    That  the  pay  of  brigade-majors,  in  the  continental  army,  oe  raised  to  50 
dollars  a  month : 

That  the  pay  of  the  regimental -chaplains  in  the  continental  amy  be 
raised  to  40  aollars  a  month : 

Tliat  the  pay  of  the  judge-advocate  be  raised  to  60  dollars  a  uMSith : 

That  colonel  Morgan  procure  as  much  of  the  provision,  order^  by  Con- 
gress, to  be  laid  up  at  Fort-Pitt,  by  their  resolution  of  the  7th  of  Annaiy 
Ust,  as  general  Hand  shall  think  necessary  : 

That  general  Hand  determine  the  number  and  kind  of  cannon  necessary 
to  be  sent  to  Fort-Pitt : 

That  three  tons  of  powder  be  sent  to  Fort-Pitt  from  Lancaster : 

That  colonel  Flower,  commissary -general  of  military  stores,  be  empower- 
ed to  purchase  200  rifles  and  their  accoutrements,  to  be  sent  to  Fort-Kitt: 

That  general  Hand  have  discretionary  power  as  to  the  number  of  men  to 
be  embodied  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  if,  on  any  emergency,  be  ^all 
think  a  greater  number  than  1000  necessary : 

The  committee  on  foreign  applicatious,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  Wherenpon, 

Resolved^  That  the  chevalier  de  Preudhomme  de  Borre  have  the  rank  anl 
pay  of  a  brigadier-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  frop 
the  first  day  of  December  last ;  according  to  the  compact  made  between  hin 
and  the  honorable  Silas  Deane,  esq. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jipril  12,  \777. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Dr.  W.  Shippen,  director- 
general,  for  the  use  of  the  hospital ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  commodore  Hotham,  on  board  the  Roeback, 
old  Hoarkil  road,  directed  to  R.  Morris,  esq.  was  laid  before  Congress, 
read. 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
Resohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and 
means  (Raiding  the  recruiting  service,  and  preventing  abuses  therein : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners  to  jexamine  such 
diins  against  the  United  States  as  may  be  presented  to  Congress  for  pay- 
Beat;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 
John  Benezet,  Robert  Ritchie,  and  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  were  elected. 
Mesobfed,  That  the  surgeons-general  and  physicians-general  of  the  ho^- 
tals,  shall,  each  of  them  regulate  the  practice  of  both  physic  and  surgery^  and 
do  the  doty  of  physician  and  surgeon-ffeneral  in  the  hospitals  respectively 
committed  to  their  charge,  and  that  the  director  and  deputy  directors-general 
take  pn^r  care  to  keep  the  sick  and  wounded  in  separate  departments. 
A  memorial  from  Robert  Levers  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Memdved^  That  Mr.  Mease  be  directed  to  advance  to  Robert  Levers,  pay- 
master of  the  l£th  Pennsylvania  battalion,  the  sum  of  2453.57  dollars ;  and 
that  Ae  same  be  charged  to  his  account,  and  his  recdpt  transmitted  to  R. 
DalUm,  esq.  that  he  may  account  for  the  same  at  the  settlement  of  his  accounts. 
The  committee  on  the  post-office  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

HetUved,  That  the  post-master  general  be  authorized  to  make  an  addi- 
iiosal  allowance  to  the  deputv  post-masters,  of  any  sum  not  exceeding  200 
dollars  per  annum,  when  he  snail  find  the  same  to  be  absolutely  necessary. 
That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  post-master  general ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Meaohoedf  That  500  di^lars  be  allowed  for  erecting  the  monument  to  ge- 
neral Wahren,  and  the  like  sum  for  erecting  the  monument  to  gen.  Mercer. 
iZesofoerf,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay and  Virginia,  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  passed  the  8th  instant,  respectii^ 
generals  Warren  and  Mercer. 

jBesoi«ciei,  That  the  commissioners  for  examining  claims  a^inst  the  United 
States,  shall  take  an  oath  of  office  and  fidelity  to  the  United  States,  to  be 
administered  by  the  president,  and  a  certificate  thereof  filed  in  the  treasury; 
previoos  to  their  entering  upon  the  duty  of  their  appointments. 

A  memorial  from  major  Romand  de  Lisle ;  a  memorial  from  Mens.  Imbert» 
and  one  from  Mens,  de  Bordes,  were  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  sum  of  64  dollars  be  advanced  to  each  of  the  memorial- 
ists, for  the  purpose  of  payins  their  passase  to  St.  Domingo. 

Hesolved^  That  the  count  de  Vrecourt  be  appointed  an  engineer  in    h 
oervice  of  the  United  States,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  coloneU 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  depart- 
jpents;  Whereupon, 
Mesolvedj  That  the  same  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  means  for  introducing  better  disci- 
pline in  the  army,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  Congress  at  rhiladelphia,  which  acted  durine  the  time 
[^ngreas  sat  at  Baltimore,  produced  a  state. of  their  accounts  andexpendi- 
nrea,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  letters  and  papers  received,  and  of  those  written 
ly  them ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  accounts  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that 
he  other  papers  be  lodged  in  the  secretary's  office. 

The  committee  of  appeals  having  reported,  tiiat  diey  have  heard  the  appeal, 

ntered  on  the  part  ot  Jonathan  Bumel,  and  others,  owners  or  claimants  of 

be  bri^ntine  Sherburue,  &c.  from  the  verdict  found,  and  sentence  of  con- 

emtmtion  passed  in  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  port  of  Philadelirfiia,  in 
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the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  said  bngantine,  fully  argued,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  give  jt^dement  thereupon,  and  the  immienfl  of  the  sMd  eommittee, 
to  wit:  Jam^  Wifson,  Jonathan  D.  Ser|;eftiit,  John  Adani§»  Bager  Shennaa, 
Thomas  Burke,  and  V^lUiam  Ellery,  bein^;  delivered,  the  said  committee  wu 
equally  divided,  by  reason  wfaefeof  no  judgment  could  be  given : 

Whereupon,  in  order  Uiat  no  failure  of  justice  may  ensue* 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appMBted  to  re-hear  and  detemnw 
the  said  app^l : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Heyward,  BIr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Bir.  Clymer,  Mr. 
I^er,  and  Mr.  Rumsey. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jpril  14,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  t3th,  from  general  Putnam;  one.  of  the  l£thy  from  H. 
Fisher,  at  Lewistown ;  and  one,  of  the  2d,  from  brigadier  A.  Wayne^  ttt  Ti- 
Cfonderoga,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  Wayne,  with  die  papers  endosMi, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  ccmsidtta- 
tion;  Whereupon, 

Oirdered,  That  1^00  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Samuel  KearaW,  ti 
etMible  him  to  raise  the  company  to  which  he  is  appointed  by  general  Warii- 
inffton. 

lUesolved,  That  the  company  appointed  to  be  raised  under  the  commaBd  of 
captain  Samuel  Moreheau,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  and 
public  stores,  at  and  near  tt^  Kittanning,  shall  not  be  called  to  any  odter  a^- 
rtct  without  their  consent. 

Sesolved,  That  Charles  Seitz  be  appointed  adjutant  to  ^e  corps  com- 
manded by  nraior  Ottendorf,  in  the  room  of  Bartholomew  Van  Hare,  appeiiit- 
ed  in  the  artillery. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  means  for  aiding  the  recraitaig  ser- 
vice, and  preventing  abuses  therein,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
<^siderea;  Whereapon, 

Mesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  each  of  the 
United  States,  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  all  officers  on  the  recndtii^ 
service  within  their  respective  states ;  to  remove  such  as  belong  to  the  bat- 
talions of  their  respective  quotas,  who  have  neglected  their  duty,  or  abused 
the  trtist  reposed  in  them,  and  shall  be  found  within  their  respective  jnik- 
diction;  ana  to  (ill  up  all  vacancies  which  may  happen  by  such  removals r 
to  transmit  to  Congress  all  such  testnnony  as  dnall  be  taken  against  any  of- 
ficer or  officers,  who  may  have  marched  or  removed  from  the  state  to  wiisse 
battalions  he  or  they  belong,  and  against  any  officer  or  officers  belonging  to 
the  quota  of  another  state,  who  may  have  been  guilty  of  neglect  or  miMe- 
haviour  in  the  state  where  the  enquiry  shall  be  made. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  executive  powers  to  procure  exact  le- 
turns  of  the  continental  troops  in  each,  and  transmit  the  same  to  Congress, 
without  delay.  And  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  army,  wet 
hereby  required  to  pay  the  strictest  regard  to  the  orders  of  the  exeeiitm 
powers  of  the  several  states  touching  the  aforesmd  presnises. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  each  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  enact  laws  exempting  from  actual  service  anv  two  of  the  mili- 
tia, who  shall,  within  the  time  limited  bv  such  laws,  fumisn  one  able-bodied 
recruit,  to  serve  in  any  battalion  of  'me  continental  army  for  the  tesimof 
three  years,  or  during  tne  present  war :  such  exemption  to  continue  dttriw 
the  term  for  which  the  recruit  shall  inlist,  every  auch  recruit  to  be  entitlea 
to  the  continental  bounty,  and  other  allowances : 
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Tbat  it  be  recommended  to  tbe  legi&laturea  aforesaid,  respectively,  to 
enact  lav^compelliii|;  all  siich  penons.  as  are  by  laws  e^emi^ed  from  bear- 
ing ama,  or  peribrming  militia  duties,  o^her  tnau  such  as  are  8|>ecified  in 
the  forc^D^  resohe,  to  fiirniab  such  a  number  of  able-bodied  soldiersi  aa, 
the  said  legislatures  respectively  shall  deem  a  proper,  equivalent  for  sucH, 
exenpdnna;  such  soldiers  to  be  entitled  to  the  conUnental  bounty  and  other. 
aUovanccs,  over  and  above  such  gratuities  as  they  may  re^^eive  from  Uiose 
wbo  procure  them  to  inlist : 

Also,  to  permit  the  inlisting  of  servants  and  i^rentices,  and  to  prohibit 
the  imprisoning^  or  otherwise  restraining  the  persons  of  soldiers  in  tl^e  i^o^- 
tinental  service,  lor  any  debt  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

And*  whereas*  it  is  of  the  greatest  rnqmeikt  to  the  cause  of  American  free- 
dom, that  an  army  of  considerable  strength  take  the  field  early  the  ensu^i^. 
campakn, 

Jmowed^  That  if  the  several  quotas  of  the  states  cannot  be  furnished  bj. 
the  means  recommended  in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  or  any  other  means  by 
the  said  legialatorea  devised,  before  the  I5th  day  of  May  n^xt,  it  is  recom- 
q^ended  to  each  state,  to  cause  indiscriminate  draughts  to  be  made  from  theifr 
respective  militia. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  ssmI  legislatures,  to  appl  v  all  the  meaiQS 
by  these  resolutions  recommended,  in  the  manner  which  tney  shall  jf^dge. 
limt  efecioal  for  speedily  conipleting  the  army,  and,  in  case  they  shall  proye 
Msocceasful,  that  mej  cause  tlie drau^^tsaforesaid  lobe mad.e« 

Meaohed,  That  the  executive  power  of  each  state,  be'  authprized  and  eip.- 
powered  to  order  such  oflkers,  as  they  dhall  judge  proper,  from  the  resptective 
Dattalioos  and  companies  of  their  respective  quotas,  to  remain  within  the 
state»  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  inlisting  and  collecting  the  recruits,  which 
may  be  fumianed  under  the  aSove  recommended  regulations,  and  to  convey 
the  same  to  the  battalions  and  companies  to  which  they  belone;  si^ch  officers 
to  be  under  the  direction  of  such  executive  powers  respc ctivel  v- 

The  cemmittee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  board  ot  war  oflPennsylvania, 
Weo^t  in  a  repor^  which  was  read  and  considered ;  Whereupon,  Congress 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  is  threatened  with  an  immediate  in- 
n^non,  and  fiom  the  acyournment  of  the  legis^lative  and  executive  authorjty 
of  the  commonwealth,  it  is  impracticable  to  carry  into  immediate  execution, 
many  measures  of  the  utmost  importance,  not  only  to  the  safetv  of  the  sa^d 
common  weal  thy  but  likewise  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States, 

S€saUped,  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  Congresit,  to  watch  over  all 
matters,  the  neglect  of  which  may,  in  its  consequences,  deeply  aScct  the 
wel^u^  of  the  United  States,  till  «iuch  time  as  the  legislative  and  executive 
authorities  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania!  can  resume  the  exercise 
of  their  different  functions. 

iKesa/neil,  That  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested,  tiprthwifh,  to  con- 
vene  the  legislative  and  executive  authorities  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania^ 
in  order  that  proper  measures  may  be  pursued  for  the  defence  of  the  same^ 

JResolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  pre- 
fiideat  of  the  supreme  executive  council,  ana  such  other  members  ofth^  said 
conncil  as  can  be  convened,  with  the  board  of  war  for  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  with  tim  delegates  of  the  said  state  in  Congress,  concerning  the 
■Bode  of  authority  which  they  shall  conceive  most  eligible  to  be  exercised, 
daring  the  recess  of  the  house  of  assembly  and  the  council,  in  order  tl^t  tl^e 
Baine»  if  approved  by  Congress,  may  be  immediately  adopted. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 
The  committee  appointed  to  revise  and  amend  the  articles  of  war,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 
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Begolved,  That,  from  and  after  the  publication  hereof,  the  %A  article  of  the 
8th  section,  the  Ist  article  of  the  Hth  section,  the  8th  article  of  the  14tk 
section,  and  the  2d  article  of  the  18th  section,  of  the  niles  and  articles  for 
the  better  government  of  the  troops  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  and  kept  inpsj, 
by,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Mktes  of  America,  passed  in  CoB|^re» 
the  20th  day  of  September,  1776,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  roMaled; 
and  that  the  four  toUowing  articles  be  substituted  in  the  place  ana  stead 
thereof. 

•tfrf.  1.  All  officers  and  soldiers  shall  have  full  liberty  to  bring  into  anj  ef 
the  forts  or  garrisons  of  the  United  States  of  America,  any  quantity  of  eat- 
able  provisions,  except  where  any  contracts  are,  or  shall  be,  entered  into  bf 
Congress,  or  by  their  orders,  for  nimishing  such  provisions,  and  with  respect 
only  to  the  species  of  provisions  so  contracted  for* 

JSri.  2.  If  any  officer  shall  think  himself  to  be  wronged  by  his  colonel,  sr 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  shall,  upon  due  applicatioa 
made  to  him,  be  refused  to  be  redressed,  he  may  complain  to  the  continett* 
tal  general  commanding  in  the  state  where  such  renment  shall  be  statioBed, 
in  order  to  obtain  justice ;  who  is  hereby  required  to  examine  into  the  said 
complaint,  and  take  proper  measures  for  redressing  the  wronc  complained  o^ 
and  transmit,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  Congress,  a  true  state  of  such  complaint, 
with  the  proceedings  had  thereon. 

Jirt*  3.  No  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial  shall  be  put  in  ezecntiMi, 
till  after  report  shall  be  made  of  the  whole  proceedings  to  Congress,  te 
commander  m  chief,  or  the  continental  general  commanding  in  the  state, 
where  such  a  general  court-martial  shall  ne  held,  and  their  or  hia  orders^ 
issued  for  carrying  such  sentence  into  execution. 

^rt.  4.  The  continental  general,  commanding  in  either  of  the  American 
states,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  full  power  of  appointinc  general  courts 
martial  to  be  held,  and  of  pardoning  or  mitigating  any  of  Sie  punishments 
ordered  to  be  inflicted  for  any  of  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  afors-meo- 
tioned  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  government  of  the  troops;  except 
the  }>unishment  of  offenders,  under  sentence  of  death,  by  a  general  court- 
martial,  which  he  may  order  to  be  suspended  until  the  pleasure  c^Coneress 
can  be  known,  which  suspension,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial,the 
said  general  shall  immediately  transmit  to  Congress  for  their  detenninatieo. 
And  every  offender,  convicted  by  any  re|^mental  court-martial,  may  be 
pardoned,*  or  have  his  punishment  mitigatra  by  the  colonel,  oroffic^'  com- 
manding the  regiment. 

Resolved^  That  the  resolution,  passed  the  27th  of  December  last,  for  erecting 
a  magazine  and  laboratory  in  tne  town  of  Brookfield,  in  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay be  repealed ;  and  that,  instead  tiiereof,  a  magazine  sufllcieBt 
to  contain  10,000  stand  of  arms,  and  200  tons  oi  eunpowder,  and  a  labora- 
tory adiacent  thereto,  be  erected  in  Spnn|;field,  in  Siesaid  state. 

Juesolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  consider  what  re- 
ward it  will  be  proper  to  offer,  for  destroying  or  taking  the  enemy's  ships  «( 
war  and  transports : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Roberdean  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

Besoivedf  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
mode  heretofore  observed  by  officers,  in  makine  up  their  pay-rdls,  and  to 
prepare  a  resolution  for  preventing  any  abuses  &erein :  * 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr  Romsey. 

A  memorial  from  James  Caldwell  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  Treasury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  commissarieiL 
reported, 


/ 
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*^  That  tb^  hare  made  the  enquiry  directed,  as  £ir  as  time  and  opportu- 
mty  woold  admit;  and  find  that  the  conduct  of  several,  employed  in  that 
department,  is  very  exceptionable,  discoTering  either  a  want  of  ability  or 
int^;rit7  in  dischamng  their  tnas^  by  which  means,  the  public  will  probably 
suffer  great  loss,  and  the  same  eitraragance  and  dissipation  of  public  money 
condnae,  while  such  numbers  of  disqualified  persons  are  continued  in  that 
eo^y,  who,  regardless  of  the  general  good,  are  raising  the  prices  of  the 
articles  they  purchase  by  bidding  upon  each  other,  under  an  idea  of  receiving 
eonunissions  or  compensations  proportioned  to  the  sums  they  expend ;" 
Whereupon, 

Remdved^  That  for  preventing  the  like  impositions  for  the  future,  com- 
missariesbe  commissioned  by  Congress,  in  different  districts,  under  proper 
regulations,  in' which  their  duty  shall  be  clearly  ascertained. 

Msolved,  That  the  committee  who  brought  m  the  foregoing  report,  be  di- 
rected to  prepare  and  bring  in,  a  draught  of  regulations  for  the  purposes 
kefiire-mentioned . 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clark  have  leave  of  absence  to  visit  his  family. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.   . 

TUESDAY,  Jpril  15.  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  general  Washington ;  one  of  this  day,  from 
colonel  Baron  Arendt ;  one,  of  the  21st  of  March,  from  four  officers  of  the 
British  navy,  in  Worcester  gaol ;  one,  of  the  4th,  from  the  commissioners  ap- 

Ginted  by  the  states  of  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsvlvania,  Delaware, 
aryland  and  Vir^nia,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  price  of  labour, 
manufiictares^  and  internal  produce  within  those  states,  &c.  with  a  copy  of 
their  proceedings ;  also,  a  letter  from  Ch.  Adrain  Fontaine,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  70,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Carpenter  Wharton,  for  the 
paUic  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  president  and  members  of  the 
siupreme  executive  council  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the  board 
of  war  of  the  said  state,  and  the  delegates  representing  the  same  in  Con- 
gress, concerning  the  authorityto  be  exercised  auring  the  recess  of  the  coun- 
cil and  assembly,  reported,  **  That  they  have  had  a  conference,  agreeable  to 
the  order  of  Congress,  and  that  it  appeared  clearly  to  the  meml^rs  in  con- 
ference, that  the  executive  authority  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
is  incapable  of  any  exertion  adequate  to  the  present  crisis ;  and  that  it  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  that  every  power  should  be  called  forth  into  action, 
which  may  conduce  to  the  safety  of  this  state,  with  which  the  liberties  and 
prosperitf  of  the  whole  are  so  intimately  connected ;  from  this  considera- 
tion,  and  at  the  particular  instance  and  request  of  the  president  and  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council,  and  the  board  of  war  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
they  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following  resolutions  to  be  adopted  by 
Congress: 

That  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  together  wiUi  as  many  members  of  the  said  council  as 
CAD  be  convened,  the  board  of  war,  and,  in  such  cases  as  relate  to  the  ma- 
rine, the  navy  board  of  the  said  state,  should,  in  the  present  critical  exi- 
pncy  of  affairs,  exercise  every  authority  to  promote  the  safety  of  the  state, 
till  sach  time  as  the  legislative  and  executive  authorities  oi  the  common- 
irealth  can  be  convened : 

That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  earnestly  recommended  by  Congress  to  the 
pKid  people  of  Pennsylvania,  cheerfully  to  submit  to  the  exertion  of  an  au- 
tliorit J  which  is  indispensably  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  property  of  themselves,  their  families  and  posterity: 
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Tli«t  tKe  commanding  officer  of  the  continental  forces  m  this  citj,  afford 
tverj  possible  assistance  ia  carrying  into  eiccutien  all  such  measures  it 
may  be  rt  commended  to  him  by  the  authority  abovementtoned : 

That  C  m^ress  will  cheerfully  co-opnerate  with  the  autliority  abcnremen- 
tioned,  in  facilitatins  every  measure  which  may  be  deemed  coDauGiTe  to  the 
safety  of  the  state '.    AVhereupon» 

Resolved^  That  Congress  concur  with  the  committee,  and  agree  to  the  ee- 
solutions  proposed. 

Ordered,  That  7165  dollars  be  advanced  by  James  M^we  to  Ridurd 
Stevens,  esq.  pay-master  of  the  10th  Virginia  battalion  commanded  by  csls- 
nel  Edward  Stevens,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  said  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  colonel  the  chevalier  ds 
Vrecourt. 

Besolvedj  That  Monsieur  du  Plessis  be  recomuM^nded  to  general  >Vaih- 
ii^ton,  to  be  appointed  a  captain  in  the  artillery. 

Resolved,  That  an  allowance  of  125  dollars  a  month  be  made  te  brigadier* 
general  Robert  Howe,  to  commence  at  the  time  he  was  left  by  majer-genenl 
Lee,  to  command  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia;  the  said  allowance  beiog 
considered  as  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  table  while  he  c«v< 
^inands  there,  and  to  continue  so  long  as  he  shall  be  in  such  command ;  and 
that  the  said  allowance  be  made  to  any  officer  of  equal  rank  who  shidl  hert- 
after  succeed  to  the  said  command  in  that  department 

The  hoard  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  cousidfia* 
tion;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  brigadier  Hand,  to  eie^  sack 
works  at  Pittsburg  as  he  shall  think  necessary,  and  towards  contiiifent  e^^ 
penses ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier- j^neral  Lewis's  resignation  be  aceeptod« 

A  petition  from  Walter  Drumroond,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Whereas,  the  continental  battalions  are  all  on  a  footing,  liaUe  teike  sapi« 
kind  of  services,  and  entitled  to  equal  privileges ; 

S^olved,  That  the  appellations,  *^  Congress^  own  regiment,*' ^geaefal 
Washington's  life  guards,"  &c.  given  to  some  of  them,  are  impr^^r,  and 
#ught  not  to  be  kept  up ;  and  the  officers  of  the  said  battalions  are  required 
to  take  notice  hereof,  and  to  conform  themselves  accordingly^ 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  ^pHl  16, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  general  Washington,  and  one  from  him  of  dis 
same  date,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  write  to  him,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  last  be  referred  to  general  Schuyler,  who  is  directed  Is 
carry  into  execution  the  measures  therein  recommended. 

Sundry  letters  being  intercepted  by  the  Pennsylvania  board  of  ^ar.  were 
laid  before  Congress,  and  read ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  tiie  followbg 
resolution : 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  Congress,  from  the  letters  intercepted  by  ^ 
Pennsylvania  board  of  war,  that  certain  persons,  inimical  to  the  liberties  id 
America,  have  invited  the  enemy  to  attempt  a  surprize  on  this  city,  in  order 
to  tBake  themselves  masters  of  the  stores  nad  provisions  now  m  it  i  aad 
whereas,  it  is  apprehended,  that  the  executive  authority  at  present  exercised 
in  the  state  of  Peiinsylvania,  will  be  so  occupied  with  matters  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  safety  of  the  state,  as  not  to  be  sbU  to  attend  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  said 'Stores  and  provisions  in  due  time; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  reconuneodud  to  the  president  and  member*  of  Ae 
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executive  authority  of  this  state,  to  request  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
contiBental  forces  in  this  cit j,  to  take  the  most  effectual  means,  that  ail  pro* 
Tisions  and  every  other  article,  which,  by  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  ene« 
Ay,  may  aid  them  in  their  operations  of  war  against  the  United  States,  or 
the  loss  of  which  might  distress  the  continental  army,  be  immediately  re* 
■rored  to  such  places  as  he  shall  deem  most  convenient  and  secure. 

An  appeal  being  this  day  delivered  to  the  secretary  from  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  admiralty,  held  at  Plymouth,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  for  the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Bristol,  Nantucket  and  Dukes* 
on  a  libel  against  the  schooner  Industry,  Charles  Coffin*  master,  which  ap- 
peal was  made  in  the  court  aforesaid,  en  the  £Sd  day  of  October,  1776,  the 
judgment  of  Congress  was  taken  whether  the  same  should  be  received  | 
v^hereupon^ 

Resolved^  That  the  said  appeal  be  received,  and  referred  to  the  committed 
on  appeals. 

The  house  being  moved  to  paas  a  resolution, 

Iks^ved^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four. 

The  menrfiers  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mn  8.  Adams»  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr* 
Witherspoon. 

Ordered,  That  2133  l-3d  dollars  be  advanced  to  Samuel  Wheeler,  on 
account  of  iron  field-pieces  he  has  contracted  to  make  for  the  continent;  ho 
to  be  accountable. 

Besolved,  That  two  months^  pay  be  advanced  to  Moos,  du  Plessis;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

jRemdvedj  That  Carpenter  Wharton  be  direct^  to  deliver  to  tiie  order  of 
brigadier-general  Hand,  200  bushels  of  salt,  for  the  use  of  the  forces  on  Ihe 
weatcra  frontiers. 

BeaUved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  oC 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations^  to  collect,  with  the  utmost  des- 
patch, the  whole  force  thereof,  and  therewith,  aided  by  such  parts  of  the 
miHtia  <tf  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  as  are  contiguous  to  the 
aaid  state,  to  attack  and  destroy  the  enemy  oa  the  island  of  Rhode-Island 


Resolved^  T)iat  it  be,  and  it  is  herebj^,  recommended  to  the  states  of  Mas- 
aachasetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  to  give  every  assistance  ia  their  power, 
by  calling  out  the  militia  of  their  respective  towns,  which  lie  next  to  the 
atate  of  Khode-Island,  and  to  promote  and  execute  tiiis  important  service. 

Meaolve^t  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  appoint  such  general 
eScer  as  he  shall  jud^  proper,  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolution  kito  effisct. 
Ordered^  That  copies  or  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  sent  by  express  to 
general  Washington,  and  the  three  New-England  states. 

Congress  being  infonaed  that  divers  ill  affected  persons  have  in  contem- 
plation to  destroy  the  ferry-boats  on  Hudson's  river  above  Saratoea,  at  the 
tinie  the  enemy's  army  arrives  from  Canada,  in  order  to  obstruct  &e  move- 
jgienta  of  the  American  troops  and  to  distress  them : 

JBesc^^xd,  That  general  Gates  be  informed  of  this  by  express,  and  that  he 
be  directed  to  take  timely  and  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  this  pernicious  project. 

Hesolved,  That  the  report  on  tiie  quarter-master's  department  be  re-com- 
mitted, and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  confer  with  general  Schuyler 
on  tliis  stitject. 

X*He  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  relating  the  mode  of  re- 
ceiving applications  to  Congress,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 
*i;iie  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
A  ^z^^^^  ^Q  ^Q  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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THURSDAY,  JprU  17.  17T7. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  and  directed  to  draw  war- 
rants for  the  payment  of  the  arrears  due  to  the  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware 
militi^^as  well  as  to  the  Maryland  militia,  who  were  called  into  theserrice 
of  the  continent  during  the  course  of  last  winter. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  theneaiii 
of  introducing  better  discipline  in  the  army,  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  two  members  be  added  to  the 
committee. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Doer. 

Resolved,  That  the  style  of  the  committee  of  secret  corresoondeDce  be  al- 
tered, and  that,  for  the  niture,  it  be  styled  the  committee  of  foreign  aibirt: 

That  a  secretary  be  appointed  to  the  said  committee,  with  a  udary  of  70 
dollars  a  month : 

That  the  said  secretary,  previous  to  his  entering  on  his  office,  take  an  oath, 
to  be  administered  by  the  president,  **  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  tlie 
trust  reposed  in  him,  according  to  his  best  skill  and  jnd^ent,  and  to 
disclose  no  matter,  the  knowledge  of  which  shall  be  acquired  in  codm- 

Suence  of  such  his  office,  that  he  shall  be  directed  to  keep  secret ;"  also, 
le  oath  prescribed  for  officers  of  the  army,  and  passed  the  81st  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1776 ;  and  that  a  certificate  thereof  be  given  by  the  president,  ami 
lodged  with  the  secretary  of  Congress. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  said  secretary,  and,  the  balWs 
beine  taken, 

Thomas  Paine  was  elected. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported, 

That  there  is  due  to  Dr.  William  Smith,  continental  dmggist,  for  watitj 
medicines  purchased  by  him  for  public  use,  2820.30  dollars,  and  forsnodr; 
medicines  supplied  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  brig  Lexington,  131.38  doUaiv» 
both  sums  making  2952.28  dollars : 

To  Dr.  William  Cnrrie,  for  sundry  medicines  supplied  the  sick  oftbe  4th 
and  6th  Virginia  regiments,  99.66  dollars : 

To  T..Batell,  for  *the  maintenance  of  lieutenant  Ball,  a  British  priioDeri 
24.55  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  which  a  warrant  should  be  drawn  ootfae 
commissioner  of  the  loan -office  for  the  state  of  Delaware : 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Delaware,  and  paid  to  John 
M'Kinley,  esq.  president  of  the  naid  state,  the  sum  of  1500  dollars,  for  tke 
use  of  a  guard,  ordered  by  Congress,  to  be  placed  at  Lewristovm,  &c.  and  t)ii| 
the  same  be  drawn  for  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  ftf^ 
state.  , 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Oeorpi* 
for  the  use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  by  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  Aat  there 
is  imminent  aanger  of  an  insurrection  in  the  counties  of  Somerset  and  y^' 
cester,  and  that  the  insurgents  may  be  joined  by  disaffected  persons  in  tbe 
county  of  Sussex,  in  the  state  of  Delaware ;  and,  application  being  madel^ 
the  said  delegates,  for  a  continental  battalion  to  be  placed  in  the  coao^  « 
Somerset,  to  over-awe  and  quell  the  insurgents. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  ant 
means  of  suppressing  the  spirit  of  toryism  in  tke  counties  of  Somerset,  Wor- 
cester, and  Sussex,  and  preventing  tnem  from  taking  measures  prejadiciv 
to  the  cause  of  the  United  States. 

The  members  chosen*  Mr.  Duer  Mr.  8.  Adams,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  lb* 
Rumsey. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'cky^k  to-morrow. 
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FRIDAY,  Jfn^  18,  1777. 

Restdredj  That  the  aam  of  2S3S.30  dollars  be  paid  to  GU>8Tinu8  Erkelena, 
Mq.  or  order,  the  same  bein^  in  full  of  an  order  m  his  favor,  drawn  bj  Jo« 
seph  Tnimball,  and  dated  at  Hartford,  Slst  March,  1777 : 

That  the  farther  sum  of  1000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  said  Oosfinua  Erke* 
lens,  or  order,  the  same  beinfi"  in  full  of  another  order  in  his  favor,  drawn  bj 
the  said  Joseph  Trumbull,  dated  at  Hartford,  £lst  of  March,  1777;  ana 
that  both  sums  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  said  Joseph  Trumbull. 
A  petition  from  Thomas  Moody,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  general  Mifflin,  the  quarter-mas- 
iereeneral. 

'Hie  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  enemj,  re- 
ported, 

*!  That,  in  every  place  where  the  enemy  has  been,  there  arc  heavy  com- 
plaints of  oppressions,  injury,  and  insults,  suffered  by  the  inhabitants,  from 
officers,  soldiers,  and  Americans  disaffected  to  their  country's  cause.  The 
committee  found  these  complaints  so  greatly  diversified,  that,  as  it  was  im-* 
possible  to  enumerate  them,  so  it  appeared  exceedingly  difficult  to  give  a 
distinct  and  comprehensive  view  of  them,  or  such  an  account,  as  woula  not, 
if  published,  appear  extremely  defective,  when  read  by  the  unhappy  suffer- 
ers, of  the  country  in  general. 

In  order,  however,  in  some  degree,  to  answer  the  design  of  their  appoint- 
Bent,  they  determined  to  divide  the  object  of  their  enquiry  into  four  parts: 
First,  The  wanton  and  oppressive  devastation  of  the  country,  and  destruc- 
tion of  property :  Second,  the  inhuman  treatment  of  those  "^ho  were  so  un- 
happy as  to  become  prisoners :  Third,  The  savage  butchery  of  many  who 
haa  submitted  or  were  incapable  of  resistance ;  Fourth,  The  lust  and  bni- 
taliihr  of  the  soldiers  in  the  abusing  of  women. 

They  will,  therefore,  now  briefly  state,  what  they  found  to  be  the  truth 
tiponeach  of  these  heads  separately,  and  subjoin  to  tne  whole,  affidavits  and 
other  evidence  to  support  their  assertions. 

1.  The  wanton  ana  oppressive  devastation  of  the  country  and  destruction 
qf  property : 

The  whole  track  of  the  British  army  is  marked  with  desolation  and  a  wan«> 
ton  destruction  of  property,  particularly  throueh  West-Chester  cpunty,  in 
the  state  of  New-York;  the  towns  of  Newark,  Elizabeth -Town,  Wood- 
bridge,  Brunswick,  Kingston,  Princeton  and  Trenton,  in  New-Jersey.    The 
fences  destroyed,  the  houses  deserted,  pulled  in  pieces  or  consumedfby  fire, 
sind  the  ^neral  face  of  waste  and  devastation  spread  over  a  rich  and  once 
well  cultivated  and  well  inhabited  country,  would  affect  the  most  unfeeling 
widi  melancholy  or  compassion  for  the  unhappy  sufferers,  and  with  indigna- 
tion and  resentment  against  the  barbarous  ravagers.    It  deserves  notice, 
that  though  tliere  are  many  instances  of  rage  and  vengeance  against  par- 
ticnlar  persons, yet,  the  destruction  was  very  general  and  often  undistinguish- 
ed ;  those  who  submitted  and  took  protections,  and  some  who  were  known 
to  favor  them,  having  frequently  suflfered  in  the  common  ruin.    Places  and 
things,  which,  from  their  public  nature  and  eeneral  utility,  should  have  been 
spared  by  a  civilized  people,  have  been  destroyed  or  plundered,  or  bodi. 
But,  above  all,  places  of  worship,  ministers  and  religious  persons  of  some 
pardctilar  protestant  denominations,  seem  to  have  l^en  treated  with  the 
moat  rancorous  hatred,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with  the  highest  contempt* 

£•  The  inhuman  treatment  of  those  who  were  so  unhappy  as  to  become 
prisoners : 

The  prisoners,  instead  of  that  humane  treatment  which  those  taken  by 
the  United  States  experienced,  were,  in  general,  treated  with  the  greatest 
barbarity.    Many  of  them  were  near  four  days  kept  without  food  altogether  :- 
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When  they  received  a  supply,  it  was  both  insufficient  in  point  of  quantitf 
and  often  of  the  worst  kind :  They  suffered  the  utmost  distress  from  cold, 
nakedness  and  close  confinement:  Freemen  and  men  of  substance  suffered 
ail  that  a  generous  mind  could  suffer  from  tiie  amtempt  and  mockery  of 
British  and  foreign  mercenaries:  Multitudes  died  in  prison;  and,  when 
others  were  sent  out,  several  died  in  the  boats,  while  carrjinff  ashore,  or, 
upon  the  road,  attempting  to  go  home.  The  committee,  m  uie  course  of 
their  enquiry,  learned,  that  sometimes  the  common  soldiers  expressed  sym- 
pathy with  the  prisoners,  and  the  foreigners  more  than  the  English.  But, 
this  was  seldom  or  never  the  case  with  the  officers ;  nor  have  they  been  able 
to  hear  of  any  charitable  assistance  given  them  by  the  inhabitants  who  re- 
mained in,  or  resorted  to  the  city  of  New- York ;  which  neglect,  if  univer- 
sal, they  believe  was  never  known  to  happen  in  any  similar  case  in  a  Chris* 
tian  country. 

3.  The  savc^e  butchery  of  those  who  had  submitted  and  were  incapaVi 
of  resistance : 

The  committee  found  it  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the  people  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Princeton  and  Trenton,  that  the  enemy,  the  day  before  tbe 
battle  of  Princeton,  had  determined  to  give  no  quarter w — They  did  not,  bow- 
ever,  obtain  any  clear  proof,  that  there  were  any  general  orders  for  that 
purpose;  but  the  treatment  of  several  particular  persons  at  and  since  that 
time,  has  been  of  the  most  shockins  kind,  and  gives  too  much  countenance 
to  the  supposition.  Officers  wounded  and  disabled,  some  of  them  of  die 
first  rank,  were  barbarously  mangled  or  put  to  death.  A  minister  of  t^ 
gospel  in  Trenton,  who  neither  was  nor  had  been  in  arms,  was  massacred  in 
cola  blood,  though  humbly  supplicatine  for  mercy. 

4,  The  lust  and  brutality  of  the  solders  in  the  abusing  of  tromen  i 

The  committee  had  authentic  information  of  many  instances  of  tbe  most 
indecent  treatment,  and  actual  ravishment  of  married  and  single  women ; 
but,  such  is  the  nature  of  that  most  irreparable  injury,  that  the  persons  suf- 
fering it,  and  their  relations,  though  perfectly  innocent,  look  upon  it  as  a 
kind  of  reproach  to  have  the  facts  related,  and  their  names  known.  Tbey 
have,  h«  wever,  procured  some  affidavits,  which  will  be  published  in  the  ap- 
pendix.   The  originals  are  lodged  with  the  secretary  of  Congress. 

Some  complaints  were  made  to  the  commanding  officers  upon  the  sulijecf, 
and  one  affidavit  made  before  a  justice  of  peace ;  bitt  the  ^committee  oatiA 
not  learn  that  anv  satisfaction  was  ever  given,  or  punishment  inflicted,  ex- 
cept, that  one  soldier,  at  Pennington,  was  kept  in  custodvfor  part  of  ada][. 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  sorry  to  say,  that  the  cry  of  baibant? 
and  cruelty  is  but  too  well  founded  ;  and  as,  in  copversation,  those  who  are 
cool  to  the  American  cause,  have  nothing  to  oppose  to  the  facts,  but  their  be- 
ing incredible,  and  not  like  what  they  are  pleased  to  stile,  tbe  generosity  and 
clemency  of  the  English  nation ;  the  committee  be^  leave  to  observe,  tbat 
one  of  the  circumstances  most  frequentlv  occuring  in  the  enquirv,  was,  tbe 
opprobrious,  disdainful  names  given  to  the  Americans.  These  do  not  need 
any  proof,  as  they  occur  so  frequently  in  the  newspapers  printed  under  their 
direction,  and  in  the  intercepted  letters  of  those  who  are  officers,  and  csU 
themselves  gentlemen.  It  is  easy,  therefore,  to  see  what  must  be  the  con- 
duct of  a  soldiery,  greedy  of  prey,  towards  a  people,  whom  they  have  bees 
taueht  to  look  upon,  not  as  freemen  defending  their  riehts  on  pnuciple,  bat 
as  desperadoes  and  profligates,  who  have  risen  up  aeainst  law  and  order  ia 
general,  and  wish  the  subversion  of  society  itself!.  This  is  the  most  candid 
and  charitable  manner  in  which  the  committee  can  account  for  tbe  melaii* 
choly  truths  which  they  have  been  obliged  to  report.  Indeed,  the  same  de- 
luding principle  seems  to  govern  persons  and  bodies  of  the  hi^est  rank  in 
Britain.    For,  it  is  worthy  of  notice*  that  not  pamphleteers  only,  but  king 
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and  parliiuiient,  constaiitly  call  those  acts  tenitj,  which,  on  their  first  pub- 
lication, filled  this  whole  continent  with  resentment  and  horror." 

Benivedj  That  the  said  retort  be  accepted,  and  that  the  committee  who 
brought  it  in,  pnblish  the  same  witli  the  amda^vits. 

BaUved^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  commissary's 
department,  and  that  tUy  be  directed  to  confer  with  general  Schuyler  on 
tfae  subject : 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Roberdeau* 

Resohed^  That  Mr.  Jos.  Trumbull  be  directed  to  repair,  with  all  despatch, 
to  Pluliulelphia. 

At  the  rcM|uest  of  general  Schuyler, 

Resolvedj  That  a  committee  t>e  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of 
mi^or-general  Schuyler,  since  he  has  held  a  command  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

That  the  said  committee  consist  of  a  member  from  each  state : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Eilery,  Mr.  Wol* 
cott,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Sykes,  Mr.  W.Smith,  Mr. 
Page,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr.  Brownson. 

Muohed,  That  ma|or-{^nerai  St  Clair  have  leave  of  absence  from  the  army 
for  two  weeks,  to  visit  his  family. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Miewdved^  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  at  Bal- 
timore, in  fevor  of  Robert  Cummings,  commissary  of  provisions  there,  to  pur- 
chase provisions  for  the  troops ;  and  that  he  be  denired  to  buy  as  much  iresh 
provisions  as  he  thinks  prudent,  considering  the  present  price  ;  and  that 
Coneress  approve  of  his  laying  in  a  quantity  oi  barrelled  shad-fish,  sufficient 
for  rae  troops  passing  through  that  town. 

Resolved,  That  general  Armstrong  be  requested  to  inspect  the  magazines 
of  provisions  under  the  care  of  coipmissary  Wharton,  and  report  to  Congress 
their  land,  Quantity,  and  condition :  That  general  Armstrong  be  authorized 
to  call  on  Mr.  Wharton  for  every  information  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
perform  this  duty,  and,  if  the  saia  magazines  be  found  in  a  perishing  or  ne- 
glected state,  that  he  take  proper  steps  for  their  regulation ;  and  the  said 
commissary  and  his  deputies  are  hereby  ordered  to  pay  due  obedience  to  his 
(firections. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means 
of  supplying  the  army  with  fresh  beef,  on  tne  most  reasonable  terms. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr.  R. 
H.  Ijeej  and  Mr.  Rumsey. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jipril  19,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  John  Trumbull,  late  deputy  adjutant- 
general  of  the  northern  army,  be  accepted  : 

Xhat  general  Gates  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  deputy  adjutant-general 
for  'die  northern  department. 

Hesolved,  That  three  persons  be  appointed  as  a  board  of  assistants  to  the 
marine  committee,  with  a  salary  of  1500  dollars  a  year  each,  to  reside  at  or 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  with  a 
po^nrer  to  adjourn  to  any  part  of  New-£ngland  ;  who  shall  have  the  super- 
intendence of  all  naval  or  marine  affairs  of  these  United  Stiites,  within  the 
four  eastern -states,  under  the  direction  of  the  marine  committee. 

That  the  appointment  of  the  said  commissioners  be  made  on  Tuesday  next. 

'^  letter  of  tne  27th  of  March,  from  the  commissioners  for  settling  accounts 
in  tlie  northern  department^  directed  to  the  board  of  trea<)ury,  was  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  r^d : 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  comnittee  appointed  to  devne 
regulations  for  the  commiaaarT's  department.  % 

iResolved^  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  laid  committee,  and  tint 
the  committee  be  directed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Trumbull  on  his  arriTal. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Gerrj. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  such  narts  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  dranghte 
made  on  the  pay-master  for  stock,  &c.  taken  by  officers,  and  to  irr^nlar 
draughts,  be  sent  by  the  board  of  treasury  to  gen.  Oates. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enanire  into  the  mode  heretofore  obserredby 
officers  in  making  up  their  |)ay-rolIs,  and  to  prepare  a  resolution  for  present* 
ing  abuses  therein,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  remonstrance  of  Joseph  Hugg  and  Is.  Morris,  jun<  wis  read. 

jResohedj  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  take  effectual  measures 
for  remoying  idl  nroTisions,  otttle,  carriages,  and  forage,  which  he  may 
think  in  danger  or  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  particularly  in  the 
parts  of  the  coantry  through  which  their  route  may  lie,  should  they  attempt 
to  march ;  and  that  he  give  directions  to  all  officers  employed  on  thia  dn^, 
to  be  careful  not  to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  what  may  be  necessary  fsr 
their  immediate  subsistence ;  and  to  cause  all  provisions,  cattle,  carriages, 
and  forage,  removed,  to  be  appraised  to  a  just  valuation,  that  the  owners 
may  be  paid  for  the  same. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Remlvedf  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Miller  be^,  and  he  b  hereby  appoint- 
ed chaplain  to  the  German  battalion. 

The  marine  committee  hating  recommended  John  Rathbum  to  be  captain 
of  the  armed  sloop  Providence, 

Resolved^  That  he  be  appointed  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  200,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  commissieo* 
erof  the  loan-office  for  the  state  of  New-York,  in  favor  of  Jonatfa«i  Trum- 
bull, jun.  deputy  pay-master  general,  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  northern 
department;  the  said  deputv  pay-master  general  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointea  to  devise  ways  and  means  fdi*  suppresrii^  tiie 
spirit  of  torvism  in  tihe  counties  of  Somerset,  Worcester,  ana  Sussex,  aad 
preventing  the  disaffected  persons  therein  from  taking  measures  prqudidtl 
to  the  cause  of  the  United  States,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  ints 
consideration ;  Whereupon,  * 

JSesobftd,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  execa- 
tive  autliorities  of  the  states  of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  forthwith  to  appre* 
bend  and  remove  all  persons  of  influence,  or  of  desperate  characters,  witiua 
the  counties  of  Sussex,  Somerset,  and  Worcester,  who  have  betrayed  or  ma- 
nifested a  disaffection  to  the  American^ cause,  to  some  remote  or  secure 
place  or  places  within  their  respective  states ;  there  to  be  secured  withost 
an^  person  havingaccess  to  them,  unless  by  license  first  obtained  from  sudi 
civil  or  military  (%cer  as  the  government  of  the  respective  states  shall  think 
pro{>er  to  appoint  for  that  purpose :  to  take  away  the  fire-arms  of  all  such  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  above-mentioned,  as  have  not  hitherto  mani- 
fested an  attachment  to  the  cause  of  America,  excepting  such  in  the  conn- 
ties  of  Worcester  and  Somerset,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  as  may  have  com- 
plied with  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  said  state,  in  the  month  <^Fetoi* 
ary  last,  the  saidanns  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  respective  states  as  shall  be 
deemed  mcmt  condncave  to  the  ^neral  weal :  to  enact  laws  appointing  com- 
missioners in  each  of  the  counties  above-mentioned,  whose  business  it  shall 
be  to  make  inventories,  and  to  take  charge  of  the  personal  estates  of  tbeper- 
ions  so  removed^  and  to  receive  the  rents  arising  from  their  real  et»tates,  in 
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order  that  tke  same  maj  be  appropriated  as  a  fand  for  their  maintenance,  till 
the  government  of  the  respective  states  shail  otherwise  direct ;  and  vesting 
the  said  commissioners  with  fall  and  adeonate  nowers  to  enquire  into,  de- 
tect, and  defeat,  all  plots  or  consinractes  tormed  in  the  respective  coanties 
apinsi  the  liberties  of  America. 

And,  for  facilitating  the  expeditioas  execution  of  the  fore^ing  resolution, 

Mf9olved,ThtLt  the  gov.  of  the  state  of  Maryland  be  anthonzed  to  detain  the 
weakest  continental  battalion  raised  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  till  a  further 
order  of  CoKress ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authority  of 
the  state  of  Maryland,  forthwith,  to  embody  300  of  the  militia  of  the  said 
state,  and  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  100  of  their 
militm,  the  said  militia  to  co*operte  with  the  battalion  of  continental  troops, 
to  obey  the  officer  oommanding^the  same,  and  to  continue  in  service  so  lon^ 
as  the  joint  execotive  authorities  of  the  states  of  Delaware  and  Maryland 
shnll  think  necessary. 

The  sever!  matters  to  this  day  refeired,  being  postponed, 

AdfOttmed  t#ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  JprU  21,  1777. 

A  letter  of  tiie  18th  and  19th,  from  general  Washington ;  one,  of  the  19th, 
from  tiw  Pennsylvania  board  of  war ;  and  a  note  from  Dr.  G.  Clarkson,  in 
l^eiudf  of  cokmei  Zedwitz,  were  read: 

OrtkreH,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war;  that  the  letter  from  the  Pennsylvania  board  of  war  be  referred  to 
the  tXMtfd  of  treasury ;  and  the  note  from  Dr.  Clarkson,  to  the  medical  com- 
mittee. 

Memhofdy  That  Jamas  Mease,  clothier-general,  be  directed  to  deliver 
to  general  MiAin,  qimrter-master  general,  or  his  order,  all  tlie  cloth  in  his 
poeseenon,  fit  for  tents. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tim  of  tiie  articles  of  confederation,  as  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
^whole  house;  and,  after  debate  thereon, 

Reaoittdt  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Friday 


Maohedf  That  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  treasurer,  be  authorized  and  direct^ 
ed  to  appoint  and  qualify  such  a  number  of  additional  signers  of  money  as 
he  shall  judge  necessary,  and  send  to  Congress  a  certificate  of  such  appoint- 
ment and  qualification ;  and  that  the  said  signers  proceed  on  ^e  business 
UDtii  discharged  by  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjo«med  to  t^  o'clock  to-morrow, 

TUESDAY,  JipHl  22,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  Slst,  from  gen.  Wa8hington;  one,  of  the  5th,  from  col. 
G.  Momm,  at  Fort-Pitt,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed ;  one,  of  the  2d,  from 
major  Malmedr,  at  Providence;  one,  of  the  14th,  from  governor  Trumbullj 
and  a  memorial  from  Elisha  Painter,  were  read : 

Orderedj  That  tlie  letter  from  colonel  Mor^n  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
on  Indian  affairs;  the  letter  from  major  Malmedy  to  the  committee  on 
tions  from  foreigners;  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  to  the  com- 
on  foreign  affairs,  and  the  memorial  fVom  Elisha  Painter  to  the  board 

Ilie  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Wr  hereupon, 

^Besolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  send  forward,  immediate- 
[y^^  all  the  troope  now  in  Bristol,  with  orders  to  ioin  general  Washington 
f%r«tla  all  expedition)-  and  that  g^n.  Schuyler  immediately  order  all  the  troops  ' 
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now  in  Philadelphia,  and  which  maj  hereafter  arrive,  with  the  ntmoat  despatch 
to  Bristol,  there  to  wait  farther  orders. 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  transmit,  from  time  to  time,  to 
gen.  Washington,  bills  of  exchange,  or  specie,  for  the  support  of  oar  pri- 
soners of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  according  to  their  ranks  and  paj 
in  the  continental  service ;  and  that  the  general  be  desired  to  appoint  a 
commissary  of  prisoners,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  the  money  obtained 
by  the  bills  ana  the  specie  transmitted,  to  tne  purposes  aforesaid ;  and 
fhat  the  said  commissary  be  ordered  to  take  care,  that  the  prisoners  of  war 
be  supplied  with  proper  provisions^tnd  clothing. 

Besolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postnoned* 

Besolved,  That  the  director  and  deputy  directors-general,  shall  constant- 
ly publish  in  the  news-papers,  the  names  of  the  places  in  which  their  raiUtt- 
ry  hospitals  are  respectively  kept ;  and  the  several  commanding  officers  of 
parties,  detachments,  or  corps,  on  their  march  to  or  from  the  camp,  shall 
send  to  the  said  hospitals,  suck  of  their  officers  and  soldiers,  as,  from  time  to 
time,  are  unable  to  proceed,  toother  with  certificates  to  the  director  or  de- 
puty director-general,  mentioning  the  names  of  the  said  officers  and  soldiers 
and  particular  regiments  to  which  they  belong ;  unless,  from  the  distance  of 
the  hospitals,  or  other  caoses,  it  shall  at  any  time  be  necessary  to  deliier 
them  to  the  care  of  private  physicians  or  surgeons,  in  which  cases,  anch  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons,  and  also  the  respective  commanding  officers,  are  fora- 
with  to  report  tKeir  names  and  regiments  to  the  director  or  deputy  directon- 
general  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  give  the  necessary  orders  for  removing  them 
to  the  hospitals  as  soon  as  may  Se^  and  discharge  the  reasonable  demands  of 
thephysicians  and  surgeons  conducting  agreeable  to  this  resolve. 

Tnat  the  director  and  deputy  directbrs-general  and  assistant  deputy  di- 
rectors, have  power  to  order  to  their  respective  hospitals,  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed of  the  army,  wherever  found,  in  their  own  or  other  departments,  provide 
ed  such  departments  are  not  supplied  with  any  of  the  officers  aforesaid. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  l^one  was  read,  requesting  permission  to  go  to 
New- York,  in  order  to  render  to  Mr.  Chamier  an  account  of  hisafidrs: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  dismissed. 

Besolved,  Thatan  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  at  Baltimore,  in  &vor 
of  James  Mease,  clothier-general,  for  the  sum  of  12,000  dollars,  to  discharp 
a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  at  Boston,  March  1,  1777,  by  Abraham  Livingston 
and  William  Turnbull,  on  Robert  Morris,  esq.  in  favor  of  Stephen  Hooper, 
or  order. 

Resolved^  That  governor  Trumbull  be  informed,  that  Congress  have  re- 
ceived undoubted  information  that  William  Franklin,  late  governor  of  the 
state  of  New-Jersey,  and  now  a  prisoner  in  Connecticut,  has,  since  his  re- 
moval to  that  state,  sedulously  employed  himself  in  dispersing  amonj^  die 
inhabitants  the  protections  of  lord  Howe  and  general  Howe,  stiled  the  king^ 
commbsioners  for  eranting  pardons,  &c.  and  otherwise  aided  and  abetted 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States :  And,  that  he  be  requested  forthwith  to 
order  the  said  William  Franklin,  esq.  into  close  confinement,  prohibiting  to 
him  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  or  the  access  of  any  person  or  persons, 
but  such  as  are  properly  licensea  for  that  purpose  by  governor  Trumbull. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Haller  and  lieutenant-cdonel  Lutz  was  read, 
praying  that  they  may  be  paid  for  retained  rations. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  for  suppressing  toryisB- 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Duer. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to  order  thar 
statute  laws,  and  the  additions  that  may  be  made  thereto,  to  be  sent  to  Con- 
gress, and  to  each  of  the  states,  together  with  all  discoveries  and  improve^ 
ments  in  the  arts  of  war  made  in  such  states  respectively. 
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The  serenl  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  ^prUZS,  1777. 

Ordered^  That  the  sum  of  680  dollars  be  paid  to  the  captain,  officers  and 
priraCes,  of  the  brigantine  Andrew  Doria,  the  same  being  in  full  of  the 
boantr  granted  for  ten  carnage  guns  mounted,  and  sixty  men,  on  board  the 
armed  sloop  Racehorse,  at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the  said  brigantine 
Andrew  Doria,  as  certified  by  the  register  of  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
ti«m ;  Whereupon, 

Re9oUsed,  That  Dr.  James  Tilton  be  authorized  to  repair  to  Dumfries,  in 
Viiyinia,  there  to  take  the  chai*^  of  all  continental  soldiers  that  are  or  shall 
he  inoculated,  and  that  he  beturnished  with  all  necessary  medicines:  that 
the  commanding  officers  in  that  department  be  directed  to  afford  every  as* 
nstance  in  their  power,  and  that  all  commissaries  and  quarter-masters  on 
whom  the  doctor  shall  have  occasion  to  call,  be  directed  to  provide  quarters 
imd  every  thing  requisite  for  this  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed  to  sell  to  the 
del^ates  of  North-Carolina,  900  gun-locks. 
A  petition  from  Lawrence  Powell,  was  read: 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  the  quarter-master's  department 
was  re-committed,  brought  in  a  new  report,  which  was  read. 

Joseph  TmmbttU,  commissary-general,  being  arrived  at  Philadelphia, 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  commissary's  department,  and  the 
committee  appointed  to  devise  means  for  supplying  the  army  with  fresh  beef, 
be  consolidated;  and  that  Mr.  Trumbull  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  said 
committee* 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  six  be  appointed  to  consider  of  ways  and 
means  for  speedily  reinforcinggeneral  Wasnington's  army. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Smith,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  confer  with  general  Schuyler  and  general 
Mifflin  on  the  subject. 

The  board  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
To  Edward  Snicker,  ana  to  be  paid  to  colonel  Daniel  Morgan,  the  sum 
of  dt  5276  2  6,  for  sundry  arms,  blankets,  provisions,  &c.  furnished  by  him 
lor  the  use  of  the  said  colonel  Morgan's  resiment,  and  for  an  allowance  made 
iiim  for  his  trouble  and  expense  of  purchasing  the  said  arms,  &c.  and  for 
those  purchased  as  per  a  former  account,  amounting  to  £  482  8,  the  sum  of 
Jt  37  186,  which  two  sums  amount  todS314  1,  Virginia  currency,  equal  to 
1046.75  dollars : 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  captain  Nathaniel  Rumsey,  for  sundry  cloth- 
ing he  purchased  for  the  use  of  his  company  in  the  first  Maryland  battalion, 
wrhich  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  as  is  set  forth  in  his  memonal  to  Congress, 
the  sum  of  115  30  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Carswell,  late  a  soldier  in  the  late  captain  Hen- 
«1rick's  company,  who  was  taken  prisoner  at  Quebec,  for  his  pay  from  the  1st 
of  January,  1776,  to  the  22d  of  April,  1777,  the  sum  of  94  73  dollars. 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  Henry  Shitz,  for  46  reams  of  paper  for  con- 
tlnental  bills  of  credit,  the  sum  of  444  dollars : 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  Francis  Lewis,  esq.  for  sundry  goods  pur- 
ohased  for  clothing  the  army  out  of  the  prize  schooner  Hannah,  and  put  into 
tlie  hands  of  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance,  at  Baltimore,  the  sum  of  7346  6Q 
dollars ;  the  said  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance  to  be  accountable : 
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That  there  should  be  advaoced  to  colonel  Daniel  Moi^aQ,  of  the  11th 
Vimnia  regiment,  for  the  bounty  of  a  volunteer  company  inlisted  inta  the 
said  regiment,  the  sum  of  1 800  dollars ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Nevelliug  officiated  as  chaplain  to  nine  New-Jersej 
battalions  for  one  month  and  six  days,  at  50  dollars  a  month,  amomitiiig  to 
59  77  dollars ;  of  which  he  received  of  tlie  pay-master  33  30  dolUn^  M]fd 
that  a  balance  of  £6  47  should  be  paid  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-mon-ow. 

THURSDAY.  April  24,  1777.     * 

A  letter,  of  the  £d,  from  J.  Allen,  at  Boston,  agent  for  Indian  alBura  in 
the  eastern  department ;  one,  of  the  26th  of  December  last,  from  James 
Lyon,  at  Machias ;  and  one,  of  the  1 8th  instant,  from  the  conventioa  of  New- 
York,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are 
directed  to  confer  with  the  person  who  brou^t  the  two  first  letters. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  general  Washington,  with  sundry  papers  eiH 
closed,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  ways  and  means  for  speedily  re* 
inforcing  general  Washington's  army,  brought  in  a  report^  which  was  read 
apd  considered :  Whereupon, 

JResolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  presidMit  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council,  and  to  the  board  of  war  of  Pennsylvania,  to  call 
out  3000  of  the  militia  of  the  said  state,  exclusive  of  the  city  militia ;  one  half 
of  the  said  troops  to  rendezvous  at  Chester  on  the  Delaware,  and  the  odio' 
half  at  Bristol :  And  to  order  the  city  militia  to  ec|uip  themselves  witii aims 
and  accouti*ements,  and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  at  amomeot^s  warn* 
ing ;  and  that  the  said  president  and  board  of  war  take  measures  to  Arwsh 
the  said  troops  with  a  proper  train  of  artillery. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  general  Washington,  and  infom 
him,  it  will  be  agreeable  to  Congress,  that  he  order  generu  Miilin  to  con 
tinue  in  Philadelphia  for  some  time;  provided  the  public  service  will  ad« 
mit  of  his  absence  from  the  arnnr. 

Resolved^  That  the  officers  of  the  7th  Pennsylvania  battalion  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treasury  for  the  liquidation  of  tlieir  accounts,  and  settlemait 
of  the  money  due  to  toe  said  battalion  for  the  last  campaign,  and  that  die 
said  board  report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  accounts  of  the  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Ma- 
ryland militia  yet  unsettled,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  for  liquida- 
tion, and  that  the  reports  thereon,  be  transmitted  to  general  Schuyler,  who 
is  now  the  commanding  officer  in  Philadelphia,  in  oraer  that  he  may  drew 
warrants  for  paying  the  arrears  due  to  them,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  Ae 
17th  instant 

Ordered,  That  the  account  of  W^illiam  Graham,  a  surgeon's  mate  of  Ae 
second  Virginia  regiment,  be  referred  to  general  Schuyler,  who  is  directed 
to  draw  a  warrant  for  two  months' nay. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  stale  of 
Maryland,  held  at  Baltimore,  in  the  libel  sloop  Montgomery,  vs.  brig  Mi- 
nerva, was  lodged  with  the  secretary,  and  referred  to  the  committee  oft 
appeals. , 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  Admiralty  for  the  state  of 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  on  the  libel  Mary,  Alsop  and 
others,  i^s.  Thomas  Buttenburgh,  being  lodged  the  6th  of  March  last, 
also  this  day  referred  to  the  committee  of  appeals. 
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The  seTeild  matters  to  this  oaj  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  oVIock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Apnl  35, 1777. 

Ordered,  That  1666.60  dollars  be  paid  to  Sampson  Mears,  or  order,  the 
sane  being  in  full  of  a  bill  drawn  by  WilKam  Ajlett,  Virginia,  April  9th, 
1777,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Isaac  Vanbibber,  of  Baltimore,  and  endorsed  by  the  said 
Isaac  Vanbibber,  and  the  payment  ordered  to  the  said  Sampson  Mears, 
or  order,  Inr  Vanbibber  &  Crocket ;  and  that  the  said  sum  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  the  said  WUiiam  Ayiett. 
The  board  of  war  reported, 

**  That  having  enquired  into  the  case  of  major  Elisha  Painter,  it  appear* 
ed  by  the  evidence  produced,  that  the  objections  made  against  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  oRce  ot  major  in  colonel  Seth  Warner's  regiment,  and  the  com- 
plaint of  uneasiness  occasion^  thereby,  are  without  any  just  foundation, 
and  that  nothing  is  alleged,  or  appears  to  have  been  done  by  him,  to  forfeit 
his  r^;bt  to  the  said  office ;  and  that  the  board  knows  of  no  such  office 
vacant  in  any  other  regiment,  to  which  he  can  be  appointed  by  Congress : 
Whereupon, 

Jlesolveil,  That  the  resolution  of  the  18th,  ofJan.  last,  removing  the  said 
Esliha  Painter  from  any  command  in  the  said  col.  Seth  Warner's  regiment,  be 
repealed ;  and  that  he  return  to  his  command  in  the  said  regiment  as  major 
thereof,  unless  general  Washington  shall  think  proper  to  appoint  him  to 
some  other  office  or  employment  in  the  army  not  inferior  to  his  present  rank* 
The  committee  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration :  Whereupon, 

Sesolvedf  That  50,000  of  the  300,000  dollars,  ordered  to  be  advanced  to 
general  Mifflii^,  on  the  22d  of  March  last,  be  paid  by  a  warrant  on  the  loan- 
office  in  Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq. 
GQfinmissary-general,  he  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  a  warrant  be  drawn  on 
the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  sum 
of  35,000  dollars,  in  part  of  the  above  sum. 

Benlved,  That  the  ferther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 
The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  speedily  rein- 
ff^r^^  general  Washington's  army,  brought  in  a  fardier  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Jiesehedj  That  the  president  and  council  of  the  state  of  Delaware  be  re- 
quested forthwith  to  call  out  1500  of  the  militia  of  the  said  state,  well  armed 
and  accoutred,  to  rendezvous  at  Chester  on  Delaware. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  said  president 
and  council,  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  this  measure,  and  that  general  Mif- 
flin be  requested  to  join  the  said  committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  and  Mr.  Sergeant 
Besohyed,  That  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey  be  requested 
forthwith  to  call  out  such  part  of  the  militia  of  the  said  state,  as  general 
liVashington  shall  judge  necessary  to  reinforce  the  army  under  his  command. 
Xesohedy  lliat  the  physician  or  surgeon-general  of  tlie  hospital  in  the 
naiddle  department,  be  directed  to  send  a  proper  person  or  persons  in  the 
medical  department,  to  visit  all  the  hospitals  betwixt  this  city  and  the  town 
of  Annapolis,  in  Maryland;  widi  directions,  to  order  all  such  soldiers,  as 
stsall  be  deemed  capable  of  service,  to  join  immediately  their  respective 
rpe  under  prpp^r  officers. 

Resolved,  That  major-Beneral  Schuyler  be  directed  to  order  all  the  troops 
or  near  the  city  of  Philadelj^ia,  and  between  the  said  city  and  the  town 
Annapolis,  to  march  immediately  to  Bristol,  by  such  routes  as  shall  reader 
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it  unnecessary  to  pass  through  the  city  of  PbHadelphia ;  that  he  send  actire 
officers  to  forward  the  said  troops  without  delay,  and  that  he  order  proper  re* 
turns  to  be  made  of  the  quantity  of  arms  and  clothing  wanted  for  the  respec- 
tive corps  or  detachments,  in  order  that  a  supply  of  the  same  may  be  forward- 
ed by  the  clothier-general  to  the  town  of  Bristol. 

Resolved^  That  general  Washington  be  requested  to  send  a  general-officer 
into  the  eastern  states,  to  forward  all  the  troops  already  raised  to  their  res- 
pective places  of  destination,  with  the  utmost  despatch. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  articles  of  confederation,  as  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  whole;  aiid« 
after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JiprU  26,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  £5th,  from  president  M<Kinley,  of  Delaware ;  two,  of 
the  21st,  and  one  of  the  2Sd,  from  governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  letters,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  MarylaDd, 
the  said  state  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  by  an  order  for 
£5,000  dollars,  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  stat^  of  Mary- 
land, and  by  an  order  on  the  treasurer  at  Baltimore,  for  the  remaining 
75,000  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  691.50  dollars  be  paid  to  Thomas  Lawrence,  being  so 
much  paid  by  him  to  the  wives  of  the  carpenters  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  at  Fort-Pitt,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  tlie  account 
of  colonel  George  Morgan. 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Joseph  Mitchell,  for 
the  use  of  the  l£th  Virginia  battalion,  and  that  tne  same  be  dialled  to  the 
account  of  James  Wood,  colonel  of  the  said  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  commissary's  department  proceed 
on  that  business,  and  report  on  Monday  next. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported,  *'  That  there  is  due  to  John  Bid- 
die,  for  the  weekly  allowance  paid  to  several  officers,  &c.  prisoners  of  war, 
and  for  sundry  provisions  fnmished  women  and  children,  prisoners  at  Read- 
ing, at  the  rate  often  pence  per  ration,  the  sum  of  955.52  dollars : 

To  Henry  Haller,  for  the  weekly  allowance  of  capt.  Anstruther,  from  Ae 
SiSd  of  August  to  the  24th  of  November,  being  11  weeks  and  four  days,  the 
sum  of  23.1 2  dollars : 

To  Thomas  Polhoos,  and  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Wiltner,  for  bleeding  95  pri- 
vates of  colonel  Hausegger's  battalion,  the  sum  of  12.60  dollars : 

To  Joseph  Simons,  for  provisions  issued  to  women  and  children,  prison- 
ers ;  and  tor  provisions  issued  to  prisoners  at  Easton,  who  were  una^e  to 
move  with  the  others  that  were  excnanged,  the  sum  of  126.6  dollars : 

To  Mark  Wilcox,  for  paper  for  loan-office  certificates,  and  two  reams  of 
paper  for  the  use  of  the  treasury  board,  876.73  dollars : 

To  captain  Benjamin  Deane,  for  his  expenses,  while  escorting  money  to 
the  White  Plains,  and  on  his  return,  including  wagon  and  horse-hire,  17^.30 
dollars : 

To  Joseph  Cowperthwaite,  for  sundry  casks  for  powder,  and  for  cooperage, 
porterage,  &c.  297^66  dollars : 

To  Levi  Hollingsworth,  for  frejeht  and  cartace  of  503  casks  of  powder^ 
and  one  case  of  ^un-locks,  from  Q^ltimorc  to  Philadelphia,  tnd  for  portv- 
age  to  the  magaune,  the  sum  of  437.6  dollars : 
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To  Bright  &  Pechin,  for  storeage  and  i¥eighing  sundry  parcels  of  salt- 
petre, the  sum  of  76.75  dollars : 

To  Elizabeth  Kuntz,  for  attendance  and  proyisions  to  six  men,  belonging 
to  geooml  Lee's  guard,  who  were  under  inoculation,  and  for  boarding  six 
other  men,  the  sum  of  89.81  dollars : 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  James  Younff,  for  51  rifle  and  smooth-bore 
goos,  22  of  which  were  deliTered  to  Robert  Towers  and  8amuel  Appletoni 
7  lost,  and  22  delivered  at  Fort  Washington,  the  sum  of  571.25  dollars  : 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  colonel  Daniel  Morgan,  a  balance  due 
to  him  of  192.60  dollars : 

That  there  should  be  adranced  to  him  a  further  sum  of  2727.76  dollars, 
to  paj  his  troope  in  this  city,  and  for  which  sums  he  is  to  account  with  the 
pay-master. 

Orderedj  That  tiie  said  accounts  be  paid.  - 

A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  William  Aylett,  was  read : 

Ordtredj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  conduct  of  Caipenter  Wharton,  and  to  regulate  the  commissary's  de- 
partment. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th«from  colonel  Morgan,  at  Fort-Pitt,  was  read. 

The  sereral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

MONDAY,  Jipril  28, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  general  Gates,  at  Albany,  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed  ;  and  one,  of  the  2Sd,  from  Henry  Fisher,  at  Lewistown,  were  read  t 
Whereas  Henry  Fisher  has,  agreeable  to  the  power  rested  in  him  by  Con- 
gress, appointed  William  Peery,  captain ;  John  Wesley,  first-lieutenant ; 
DaVul  Hazard,  second-lieutenant;  and  John  Hazard,  enstgn,  of  the  com- 
pany ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  Lewistown, 
Me9ohed,  That  they  be  confirmed. 

Baolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Gates,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congress;  and  that  fi;en.  Schuyler 
lay  before  the  committee,  the  correspondence  between  him  and  gen.  Wash- 
ington, respecting  the  defence  of  Ticonderoga. 

Con^iress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
some  time  spent,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  re- 
ported, that  the  committe  have  had  under  consideration  the  letter  and  pa- 
pers to  ^m  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to 
ait  again. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  letter  from  gen.  Gates,  and  the  papers  re- 
ferred to  them. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  April  29,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  18th,  from  William  Aylett,  commissary  in  Virginia,  waff 


Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  commissary's  de- 
partment ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  said  letter,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  pro- 

ring^  provisions  for  the  army,  be  delivered  to  Joseph  Trumbull,  commissa- 

-general,  who  is  directed  to  eive  the  necessary  oroers  respecting  the  same. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  committee  on 
time  treasury  of  the  11th  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  1,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Ottendorf,  for  recruit- 
his  corps  of  rangers ;  and  that  he  be  directed^  forthwithiKto  produce  a 
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tertificate  from  the  commissary-general  of  musters,  or  the  deputj-muster- 
master  general  in  this  department,  of  the  number  of  soldiers  inlisted  into  Us 
several  companies. 

The  boara  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  baron  Ernst  Siegesmond  be  appointed  first-lieutenant,  «id 
John  Conrad  Latour,  second  lieutenant,  in  the  corps  commanded  bjr  major 
Ottendorf. 

The  committee  appointed  to.  confer  with  the  president  and  conncil  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  on  the  necessity  of  calling  out  1500  of  the  militia  thererf, 
well  armed  and  accoutred,  to  rendezvous  at  Chester,  on  Delaware,  reported, 

**  That  they,  together  with  general  Mii&in,  met  the  president  and  coiincil 
at  WilmingtoD,  in  the  said  state,  and  conferred  widi  them  on  the  banntis 
aforesaid  ;  that  the  said  president  and  council  gave  assurance  that  thej  were 
willing  and  desirous  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  Congress  for  roe  aid 
of  the  militia  aforesaid,  and  that  every  means  in  their  power  would  be  i^ed 
to  draw  forth  the  number  required :  but  they  apprehended  that^s  miglit  be 
more  probably  effected,  by  fixing  the  place  of  tneir  rendezvous  near  the  De- 
laware, within  the  said  state,  and  which  would  not  be  more  than  six  or  seven 
miles  distant  from  the  general  rendezvous  pn>posed  at  Chester :  that  your 
committee,  with  the  approbation  of  general  Mifflin,  acceded  to  the  proposal 
of  fixing  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  militia  of  the  said  state  within  the 
same,  as  the  most  probable  means  of  obtaining  their  aid  and  service,  and  beg 
leave  to  recommend  the  same  to  Congress  as  equally  advantageous  to  the 
public  service ;"  Whereupon, 

Retqlved^  That  Congress  accept  and  agree  to  the  report  of  the  coounittee. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  tne  whole,  to  consider 
farther  the  letter  from  general  Gates,  and  the  papers  referred  to  them  ;  and, 
after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  letters  and  pi^iers 
to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  sundry  resolutions,  which  he  was  order- 
ed to  report. 

The  report  f^om  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

lUiolved^  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  write  to  the  eastern 
states,  from  whence  the  troops  to  be  employed  at  Tioonderoga  ere  expected, 
and  to  r^uest  them,  in  the  name  of  Congress,  to  adopt  and  persne  every 
means,  particularly  those  recommended  bv  Congress,  in  their  resolutions  « 
the  14th  of  this  month,  for  completing  and  forwarding  the  r^ments  whi^ 
he  has  already  ordered  for  that  service,  it  being  the  opinion  ofC!ong;res8,1hat 
H  delay  in  this  matter  will  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  that  important  pass: 

That  the  convention  of  New- York  be  requested  to  give  all  possible  aid  of 
the  militia  of  their  state,  to  keep  open  the  communication  between  Albany 
and  Ticonderoga ;  and  that  an  extract  of  general  Gates's  letter  of  the  19th,  to 
general  Washington,  relative  to  the  increase  of  tones,  be  transmitted  to  the 
said  convention : 

That  fl;eneral  Gates  be  informed  of  the  measures  inkea  by  Congress  to  re- 
inforce him  with  men,  and  to  supply  him  with  money ;  that  he  be  infomed, 
it  is  not  the  wish  of  Congress  that  he  retain  possession  of  that  part  of  Ticon- 
deroga which  lies  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Champlain,  if,  in  hisjii^;aieBt, 
the  great  point  of  preventing  the  enemy  from  penetrating  the  country  nay 
•  be  better  obtained  by  applying  his  whole  force  to  the  strengthening  and  se- 
curing Fort  Independence  and  the  water-defence  of  Lake-George : 

^  That,  if  mi^or-general  Gates  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  there  are  not  a  snfi- 
cient  number  of  carpenters  employed  on  the  vessels  at  Lake-Greorge,  he  be 
.ft^thorized  a^d  directed  immediately  to  engage  as  ipany  as  be  shall  wink 
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ceMarj  for  completing,  with  the  utmost  <leepatch,  the  water-craft  now  erect- 
ingon  that  kke : 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  a^id  to  Congress  the  names  of  th^ 
genend  inkers  ordered  to  repair  to  Tioonderoga,  and  the  number  and  names 
of  the  regiments  under  marchinjg  orders  for  that  place : 

Thatgeneral  SL  Clair  be  informed,  by  express,  of  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
a  J  to  Tloondeioga,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair,  without  loss  of  time,  to 
tfcatpUce. 

E^sohed,  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affitirs  at  Albany,  be  direct- 
ed to  accept  of  the  offer  made  bj  the  Oneidas,  in  their  speech  of  the  iMi  of 
March,  to  col.  Elmore,  to  send  scouts  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  at 
Oswegatchie ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  said  speech  be  transmitted  to  the  com- 
nissioners  at  Albany. 

Sundry  amendments  being  offered  to  the  resolutions  passed  on  the  muster- 
jnaster's  department, 

JUsolved^  That  the  committee  formerly  appointed  to  regulate  the  depart- 
ment of  the  muster-master,  be  directed  to  revise  the  resolutions  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  the  amendments  now  offered  to  them. 

A  letter  of  the  S6th,  from  general  Washiiq^ton,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  ym  from  general  Howe,  was  read. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported* 

That  there  is  doe  to  Waiter  Drummond,  for  boarding  sundry  troops  be- 
lomring  to  capt  Hand's  company,  30.43  dollars : 

To  Christian  Dull ,  for  proyisions  supplitd  to  sundry  troops  on  their  march, 
the  ram  of  38  dollars : 

To  lieutenant  John  Ellis,  of  the  sd  Penn^vania  battalion,  for  sundry 
pro^dsions  he  supplied  a  party  of  men  who  were  left  sick  under  bin  command 
jn  Canada,  6  22  aoUars : 

To  ccdonel  Evan  Evans,  for  the  balance  of  the  pay-roll  of  his  battalkm  of 
Chester  county  militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  from  the  4th  of 
December,  1776,  to  the  30th  of  January,  1777,  the  sum  of  £181  69  dollars.'* 

Onkred,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Jii90hed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  forthwith,  to  order 
the  sums  advanced  by  them  for  recruiting  the  continental  battalions  raised 
by  the  said  states,  together  with  the  names  of  the  officers  receiving  the  same, 
■i»  be  transmitted  to  the  pay -masters  of  such  battalions ;  and  that  the  said 
paj-masters  be  respectively  rec^uired,  to  call  such  officers  to  account  for  the 
name ;  who  shall  produce  certificates  from  the  muster-master  or  deputy 
muster-master  general,  specifying  the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  also,  it  officers  of  the  light-horse,  the  number  of  horses, 
arms  and  equipage  belonging  to  their  respective  regiments,  companies  or 
troops,  together  with  such  other  vouchers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prove  the 
SQiDS  expended  for  these  articles,  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  before  their 
joining  tne  army,  the  loss  of  money  by  the  deaths  or  desertions  of  non-com- 
nriasioned  officers  and  soldiers  before  muster,  or  other  necessary  expenses ; 
and  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  said  states,  that  they*  order  the  said  re- 
j^mental  pav-masters  to  report  to  them,  the  settlement  oi  the  said  accounts, 
together  with  the  vouchers  to  be  produced  when  confirmed  by  the  said  states^ 
to  the  treasury  board,  on  adjustment  of  their  accounts : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  states,  if  any  of  the  pajr-masters  shall 
neglect  to  obey  their  directions,  as  aforesaid,  to  order  their  names  to  be 
trapsmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  department,  who  shall,  there- 
upon, remove  from  office,  such  delinquent  pay-masters,  and  supply  their 
places  with  such  others  as  he  shall  tiiinK  qualified : 
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.  That  if  any  officer  shall  not,  within  one  month  after  application  for  that 
purpose,  render  such  accounts,  the  regimental  pay -masters  requiring  6ie 
lame,  shall  make  report  thereof  to  the'commanaer  in  chief  oi  tne  depart- 
ment, who  shall  order  a  court-martial  on  such  officer,  and  also  on  sttch  other 
officer  as  shall  be  guilty  of  embezzling  the  public  money ;  and  the  fact  be- 
ing ascertained  by  tlieir  reports,  shall  immediately  cause  liim  to  be  cashiered, 
and  a  copy  of  the  report  delivered  to  the  regimental  pay-master,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  state  to  which  he  belongs,  that  such  state  may  giye  proper  or- 
ders for  compelling  the  delinquent  officer  to  account  in  a  court  of  justice: 

That  duplicate  accounts  of  all  monies  advanced  by  Congress,  by  genial 
officers,  and  by  the  pa^-master  and  deputy  pay-masters  general,  for  recruit- 
ing continental  battalions,  be  transmitted  by  the  treasury  board,  such  gene* 
ral  officers,  pay -master  and  deputy  pay-masters  general  reniectiyely,  totitt 
commissioners  of  accounts  for  tlie  army  in  the  northern  ana  middle  depart- 
ments, who  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  respective  r^mental  pay-mastery 
to  enable  them  to  call  the  officers,  chargeable  with  such  money,  to  account, 
in  the  manneit.  before  directed ;  and  the  said  re^mental  pay-masters  ahali 
transmit  to  the  respective  commissioners,  aforesaid,  the  settlement  of  snch 
accounts,  with  the  vouchers,  who  shall  report  to  the  treasury-office  those 
which  are  approved  by  them,  and  shall  proceed  with  ^e  r^mental  pay- 
master neglecting  to  obey  their  directions  nerein,  and  officers  not  accoantii^ 
for  thp  monies  by  them  received  as  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  proposed  to  be 
pursued  by  the  states,  in  consequence  of  the  preceding  resolve: 

That  the  general  officers,  pay -master  and  deputy  pay-masters  general  res- 
pectively, be  also  directed,  to  transmit  to  the  treasury  office,  du^icate  ac- 
counts of  all  monies  advanced  by  them  for  recruiting  continental  battalibns 
as  aforesaid : 

That  all  regimental  pay-masters  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  respective 
commissioners,  for  accounts  of  the  sums  advanced  to  uieir  officers,  as  aibre- 
said : 

That  all  commissioners  of  claims  or  accounts  be  empowered  to  administer 
oaths  or  affirmations  to  persons  examined  by  them  in  the  execution  of  t!h^ 
office : 

That  accounts  received  by  4he  auditor-eeneral,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  as- 
sistant auditor,  from  the  commissioners  of  claims,  agreeably  to  a  r^olve  of 
Congress,  of  the  13th  of  March  last,  be  approved  by  them  respectively,  be- 
fore such  accounts  are  reported  to  Congress. 

That  all  pay-rolls  of  tlie  militia  which  shall  be  tendered  to  Congress  or 
the  board  of  treasury,  for  payment,  be  referred,  for  examination  and  adjust- 
ment, to  the  commissioners  of  claims ;  and  reports  thereon  shall  be  made 
to  the  treasury  board ;  who,  approving  thereof,  shall  issue  their  warrants  for 
the  tlischaree  of  the  same,  on  the  pay-master  appointed  for  that  purpose; 
and  all  resolutions  heretofore  passed,  which  are  repugnant  to  this  mode  sf 
settlement  and  payment,  be  repealed. 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  5th  of  November* 
1776,  it  is  directed,  **  That  all  accounts  for  service  done,  or  articles  supplied 
the  northern  army,  shall  be  presented  to  the  commissioners  for  settling  ac- 
counts, and  that  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  approved  by  them,  and  confirmed 
by  the  eeneral,  be  paid  by  his  warrant  on  the  pay-master:"  And,  whereaa» 
doubts  have  arisen,  whether,  by  the  said  resolution,  it  is  not  required  of  the 
general,  to  enter  into  the  detail  and  examination  of  the  said  accounts,  to  tt- 
able  him  to  confirm  the  report  of  the  commissioners ;  and  such  duty  being, 
in  time  of  war,  impracticable ; 

Resolved^  iherefwe^  That  so  much  of  all  the  accounts,  above  described,  as 
shall  be  approved  by  the  commissioners,  and  not  objected  to  by  the  general, 
shall  be  paid,  by  his  warrant,  in  the  manner  the  said  resolution  ^rescrib^. 
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Resdvedt  That  there  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  commissioners  for  settling 
the  pttbUc  accounts  of  the  army  in  the  northern  and  middle  departments, 
while  they,  respectively,  continue  in  that  office,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four 
dollars  a  day. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,. from  governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  enclosing  a 
copy  uf  a  letter,  from  the  said  eovenior,  to  James  Nicholson^  captain  of  the 
VirnDia,  and  of  captain  Nicholson's  answer,  being  received,  was  read : 

Urderedj  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  thej 
report  thereon  to-morrow. 

R^vedy  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  order  captein  Nichol- 
son to  dismiss  all  the  men  he  has  impressed,  and  not  to  depai't  with  the  fri- 
gate dll  further  orders. 

B^ved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee  x 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  P.  Livingston  and  Mr.  W.  Smith. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tormorrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JpHl  30,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  £8th,  from  gen.  Washinffton,  at  Morristown,  with  a  copy 
of  a  letter  to  \nm  from  brigadier  een.  M'Dousal,  and  sundry  other  intelli- 
gence respecting  the  enemy's  marching  to  Danbury,  was  read : 

KemAved^  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
missary-general, on  the  means  of  obviating  the  ill  consequences  that  may 
ensue  from  the  loss  of  the  provisions  at  Danbury : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr« 
Gerry. 

Ordered^  That  400  dollars  be  pud  to  captain  John  Hunter,  the  same  being 
in  fall  of  an  order  in  his  favour  drawn  by  general  Washington  on  William 
Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  aeneral,  for  recruiting  a  company  on  continental 
establishment,  dated  the  sSth  of  April,  1777,  and  that  the  same  be  charged 
to  the  account  of  the  said-William  ralfrey,  esq.        ^ 

Rtnoivtdt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  mhabitants  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  on  the  present  situation  of 
public  a&irs : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Burke.   • 
JResolved,  1  hat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  exe* 
cutive  power  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  general  situation  of  affairs 
in  that  state : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Rumsey. 
Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 
Ibrpublic  service,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commissary-general  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordertdy  That  a  copy  of  the  said  report  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington  by 
gen.  Schuyler,  with  the  reasons  on  which  the  same  is  founded ;  and  that  so 
mach  of  the  said  report  as  relates  to  the  removal  of  provisions  from  Derby, 
Salisbury,  Canaan  and  Sharon,  and  the  magazines  from  which  the  armies 
jire  to  be  supplied,  be  delivered  to  the  quarter- master  and  commissary-gene- 
j-al,  with  orders  to  take  measures  for  carrying  the  same  into  execution,  if  ap- 
proved by  general  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  1000  head  of  fat  cattle  be  immediately  purchased  in  the 
eajstern-states,  and  sent,  without  delay,  into  Ulster  county,  to  be  there  dis- 
persed among  the  inhabitants,  witli  orders  to  keep  up  their  flesh  with  hay, 
cora  or  otherwise,  until  they  can  be  turned  to  grass. 

Resolved^  That  if  the  enemy  attempt  to  penetrate  up  Hudson's  river,  all 
tlie  wheat  that  can  be  collected  in  Duchess  county,  and  in  the  manor  of 
ivingston,  Claverickand  Kinderhook  districts,  be  removed  into  tlie  north- 
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western  parts  of  CoDoecticat,  anii  the  western  ptrtt  of  MasMickiMettS'Bcj ; 
and  that  it  be  recemmended  to  the  eontention  of  the  state  of  New-York,  t» 
direct  the  mode  of  doing  it. 

Resolved^  That  the  le^siatares  of  the  eastern  states  be  desired  to  recom* 
mend,  and  point  out  to  the  inhabitants  theireof,  such  mode  as  to  them  shall 
seem  best  calculated  to  afford  the  most  early  suppi  j  of  grass«>fattened  cattle, 
for  the  use  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Resolvedy  That  the  commissary-general  be  directed  to  deliver  500  bush- 
els  of  salt  to  such  persons  as  tfie  quarter-master  general  shall  appoint  to 
receive  the  same,  anu  tliat  it  be  immediately  sent  into  Ulster  coantj,  to  be 
divided  and  lodged  at  the  different  magazines  of  provisions  to  be  formed  there. 

Resolved^  That  major-gen.  Schuyler  be  directed  to  send  a  proper  oficer, 
to  hasten  the  march  of  the  Carolina  continental  troops,  «uppQ>sed  to  be  now 
on  their  way  to  head-quarters;  that  the  said  troops  tialt  at  Dumfries,  Cd- 
chester,  and  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  there  to  pass  through  inoculatioD; 
which  the  hospital -sureeons,  lately  despached  from  this  city  to  Dumfrice,  are 
directed  to  see  effected,  with  the  greatest  despatch. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  tea  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY.  Mtg  1. 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  Slst  of  April,  from  Ephraim  Blaine,  esq.  was  read  : 

Ordered^  l*hat  it  be  referred  to  the  bosrd  of  war. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty,  held  at  Newben, 
for  the  port  of  Beaufort,  in  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  on  the  Ubel  **  James 
Coor,  &c.  vs.  the  brisantine  Hannah,  &c"  being  lodged  with  the  secre- 
tarv*  was  referred  to  Uie  committee  on  appeals. 

uesolveds  That  fifty  blank  commissions  for  private  ships  of  war,  wiffc  an 
^ual  number  of  instructions  and  resolutions  of  Congress  for  taking  or  ifes- 
troying  the  vessels  of  the  suti^ts  of  Oreat-Britatp,  be  delivered  to  the  com-* 
mittee  for  foreign  affairs,  to  m  by  them  transmitted  to  the  comnuisionera  at 
the  court  of  France* 

Ordendy  That  the  committee  for  foreign  affiurs  revise  the  comntssions  for 
private  ships  of  war,  and  the  instructions  heretofore  eiven  to  the  commasd- 
ers  of  the  said  ships,  and  report  such  alterations  and  amendmAts  as  tiny 
judjre  proper  to  be  made  therein. 

Me$olvedf  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  appointing  commissioiiers 
Tor  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Berlin  and  Tuscany. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  £6th  of  last  month  from 
governor  Johnson,  the  copy  of  the  said  governor's  letter  to  captain  James 
Nicholson,  and  captain  Nicnolson's  answer;  Whereupon, 


Beiolvtdf  That  this  Congress  will  never  countenance  or  support  anj 
'tinental  officer  in  violating  the  laws  of  any  state  or  treating  its  Bn^jistntes 
irith  contempt : 

Resolved^  That  captain  James  Nicholson  be  suspended  from  all  conmaad, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  until  he  shall  have  made  such  satis&ictiflQ, 
«s  shall  be  accepted  by  the  executive  powers  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  ftr 
the  disrespectful  and  contemptuous  letter  written  by  him  to  the  gOTemor  el 
that  state. 

Resolved^  That  captain  James  Nicholson  be  served  with  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions,  and  that,  in  case  he  shall  not,  within  five  days  after  De  hath 
served  with  the  said  copy,  mdce  the  satisfaction  required,  he  be  di 
from  his  command  from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  foreeoing  resolutions  be  immediately  transmitted  %j 
tiie  murine  committee,  and  that  they  give  the  necessary  orders  for  immefi- 
ately  dismbsing  the  men  impressed  by  captain  Nicholson. 


jouBNALs  MP  coiransB,  im^  lis 


A4ettw,4tf ike  Mth  ^  Afril,  fram  gnicni  Warimigtoa,  with  Moary  pa- 
yon  eMcUitd,  reapecdiQg  the  enen j't  expeditioB  te  Denbttrjt  wee  re«a :» 

lMeriiif»  TluiA  the  seme,  together  with  the  letlert  receWedyeelenkj  ea 
the  MMeeekfect,  be  r^n^red  te  the  ceiwHttee  of  intelii|ence« 

CwigrmB  beiog  informed,  thet  aefemer  iehMOo  hai,  m  pwoiwice  of  the 
JfoaiitHNiefCM^reoo,  of  April  I9th»  for  thepwpooee thofem  eiproMedi  de^ 
taieed  colooel  Richerdson'B  betlelioi^  two  eentpaMoe  ef  which  ere  aew  in 
PMedeiphie  on  thetr  wer  to  genend  Weohiegton : 

Mmoivei,  Thet  the  •eidconnenieo  proceed  tetheenDy,end  thetgevemer 
JobnooB  be  empowered  to  repleoe  then,  bj  detoiaing  two  contpeaieo  of  th» 
wookest  MafyleBd  batteUen  reaeiaiag  in  thai  olale. 
ApetilioB  froed  Petnck Colvia, wei  read  x 
Mmd,  That  it  be  reforred  to  the  board  of  toeaoerj. 
Cbtiwn^  Tbata  warrant  for  9iM^0Odeyero  be  dwwn  en  Joeqib  Borde% 
e§f^  eoaMnioeioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  state  of  New^ersej,  in  favor  of 
Wdlieni  Faifinej,  eeq*  neyenaeler  gmetely  wheis  to  be accoanUbte. 
The  oenunittoe  on  the  treeeeir  renerted. 

That  there  is  dae  to  Josrah  Warn,  esq.  for  his  serrioM  as  secretary  to 
nudor-genemi  Ward,  whiie  be  hed  the  ooounend  in  Massechusetis^H^y*  as 
foUewst  foon  the  aoth  of  April,  1775,  totheSd  of  JolyMlowiQg|7S  deys; 
end  tnm  the  dOthof  March,  1776,  to  the  sMi  of  Septenber  foilowing,  180 
days,  making  in  the  whole  A5S  days,  at  S^doUareper  month,  ft74«d4  ctelkre ; 
1*0  David  Kerr,  late  a  nrisaner  eif  ■eisnd  Montgomery's  bettalion  of  the 
fiyiag-cemp,  for  his  pay  from  the  time  be  was  taken  prisoner  tilL  his  retom, 
one  month  and  dO  days^  U  doUare : 

To  Andrew  Elder,  late  a  corporal  in  ike  above  battalion,  for  his  pay  while 
e  prisoner,  and  whichisclaimedby  his  lather,  one  month  and  23  days,  1S.86 
dollars  s 

To  colonel  Henry  Heller,  for  the  belanee  of  {hepeyHreU  of  hie  bettaUon 
of  Pennsylvania  forces  of  tthe  flyina-camp,  die  som  of  £  1S80  18  Oi : 

To  snadry  soldiers  of  the  said  battalton  who  were  taken  prisoners,  end 
liave  since  returned,  and  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the  said  H.  lialler,  £  683 
IS  10.  e^  to  18asa6  dollars*  both  sams  making  6Mi  J»2  dollars. 
Ointefwdt  Thai  the  seid  sums  be  paid. 
iM^redt  That  Mr.  Brownsoo  have  leave  of  absence. 
OrJerei^  Thai  Mr.  Thornton  have  leave  to  retam  homo. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  May  £,  1777. 
Ordertdj  That  Mr.  Wolcoti  have  leeve  of  Congress  to  retam  to  Con- 


Ordmrmi^  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  del^ates  of  Connectiimt 
!br  the  nee  of  thai  state,  which  is  to  be  accenntable. 

Aviired,  Thai  2941  dollars  be  advanced  to  Moigsn  AlemMider,  captaitt 
a  the  £d  Vir^ia  baiislion ;  he  to  be  accoaaiahle. 

The  GfHnmittee  on  the  tressary  reeorted, 

That  there  is  doe  to  Christopher,  jan.  aad  Charles  Marshidl,  for  sondry 
Ledicanee  and  chimrgical  instruments  supplied  by  them  for  the  nse  of  dit- 
sc-ent  bnttalioas  of  continental  forces,  the  sam  of  415M8  dollars : 

To  Ikt^  Geoife  Glentworth,  for  snndiy  medicines  sapplied  the  sick  of  cap- 
Lin  Ik^le's  company  in  continentel  service,  the  sam  of  28.48  dollars; 

ITo  Dr.  Fredenck  rbile,  for  saadry  medicines  administered  by  him  to  se- 
!:ral  battalions  of  continental  forces,  the  sum  of  1312.33  dolhyrs. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Mnelvedt  Thai  all  mnster-roUs,  directed  to  be  taken,  be  sworn  to  before 
V01.JI.  15 
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tome  general  officer  of  the  army,  or,  in  the  aHwimce  of  a  genovl  officer,  be- 
fore the  comnanding  officer  of  the  poet  where  the  marter  is  mad^  or  bmm 
CTvil  malriBtrate  in  flicse  United  Stotes ;  and  a  certificate  thereof  be  made 
on  the  &ck  of  each  roll  in  the  word*  following:  •«  We  do  swear.  Aat  the 
within  master-roll  is  a  tme  state  of  the  company,  without  femd  to  theee 
United  States, or  to  any  individual,  according  to  onr  beat  knewle^e."  A.  B. 
C.  D  lieutenant  or  ensign.    Sworn  to  before  me,  this  day  of  B. 

Re$ohedj  That  each  deputy  mustcr-mwter  delr? er  to  the  depu^  mvster- 
master  general  of  h»  departmaot,  one  certified  copy  of  aU  muster-rotta  by 
which  the  latter  ahall  make  the  abstracts  reooired  from  him- 

fiesolved,  That  Ae  commissary-general  of  matters  aad  his  deputies  ataU 
take  an  oath  of  office  and  fidelity  to  thete  United  States. 

RtmAvtd,  That  in  the  absence  of  the  commander  in  chief  from  aay  de- 
eartment,  the  deputy  mustermastert  tfaall  be  ajfouited  by  the  cumuBuder 

m  that  department.  .       .   ,.      .  ^i  ^ 

M€$olwd,  That  the  muttering  officert  be  emeowered  and  dtrected  to  re- 
quire of  the  officers,  whose  troops  are  mustered,  any  papers  or  yauchert  re- 
lative to  the  inlistment  and  anuster.  ^  ^  ^  „ 
'  *  Ordertd,  That  the  sum  of  I60a  dollars  be  advanced  tocobnri  JebB  Haw- 
kins Stone,  of  the  first  Marylund  battalion ;  and  the  sum  ef  1066  M 
dollars,  to  lieutwiant-colonel  Thomas  Wool  ford,  of  die  second,  for  tbe  use 
of  their  respective  battalions ;  they  to  be  accountaUe. 

Re$oh)td^  That  a  major-general  aud  a  brigadier-general  be  appeiiited  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  mi^r-generaly  and  brigadier-gencfal 
Benediet  Armdd  was  elected. 

ResfAvtd,  That  the  appointment  ef  a  brtgafUer-f;eMral  be  poalfraed  tBl 

to-morrow. 
The  several  anattersto  this  day  referred,  bmng  poatpooed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Mojf  3, 1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  885^  dollart  be  advanced  to  the  ddegpAea  ef 
Maryland,  for  the  use  of  the  detachment  of  colonel  Rtchardaon's  battafioo, 
which  is  ordered  to  join  the  army,  under  the  immediate  coronuind  ef  peeerd 
Washington ;  and  that  the  said  sum  be  charged  to  the  account  of  tte  amd 
battalion. 

Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Joseph  Tr«mbeH»  esq. 
commissary-general,  for  the  public  service  $  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conaidwe- 
tion;  WhereuBon, 

Resolved,  That  Christopher  Ludwick  be  appointed  superiirtendeiU  ef  he^ 
kers,  and  director  of  baking,  in  the  grand  army  ef  the  United  States  $  int 
he  have  power  to  license,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commander  in  dae^ 
or  officer  cemmiading  at  any  principal  post,  all  persons  ta  be  empieyed  in 
tills  business,  and  to  regulate  their  pay,  making  proper  report  of  hit  proctedi 
ings,  and  usinghisbest  endeavours  te  rectify  all  aeuses  in  the  articleef  bread : 

lint  no  person  be  permitted  to  exerdse  the  trade  of  baker  in  the  aaid  ar- 
my witbout  soch  li(^nse ;  and  that  he  receive  for  his  services  hereiii,  ^^  '^ 
lowance  of  75  dollart  a  month  and  two  rations  a  day« 

JKfSofotd,  That  John  Belton  be  autkeriaed  and  appc»nted  te  superi) 
and  direct,  the  making  or  altering  of  100  muskets,  on  the  cenatruclieft 
hibited  bv  him,  and  called  **  the  new  improved  gun,''  and  that  he  rtr-^ 
reasonable  compensation  for  his  trouble,  end  be  allowed- all  jo^  end 
sairexnenaes. 

Ktmkved,  ThatCfaristian  Mankey  receive  a  commission  as  first-lieuteMBt. 

and  George  ShoSher  as  second-lieutenant,  in  captain  John  Paul  Shott's  is- 
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dependent  comptnjr ;  and  tliat  the  said  coenniMioni  bear  date  the  4th  of 
FMrnary  last,  toe  time  thejr  were  appoinled  to  act  bj  the  captauif  in  conaer 
qnence  (borders  from  ceneral  WasRington* 

Oriatdt  That  the  nuther  eonrideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  to 
Ifondarnext. 

'  Baowed^  That  Christian  Frolock  be  appointed  a  seoond-lieMtenaat  in 
captain  Selim's  compan j,  of  major  Ottendort's  corps* 

Me$ohed^  That  another  bri^ier-general  be  appointed  in  the  annj  of 
the  Unhed  States,  and  that  tM  appointment  of  the  two  brigadiers  be  pos^ 
poned  to  MoDdaj  next* 
The  eoasmtttee  on  the  treasnrj  reported. 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  colonel  Thomas  Hartley,  commaod- 
hig  one  of  the  16  additional  battalions,  for  the  use  of  his  reffiment,  on  the 
application  of  major  Lewis  fiash,  the  sum  of  6000  dollars  i  the  said  colonel 
to  be  accoantable : 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  ei^nel  David  Hall,  commanding  the 
battalion  of  continental  troops,  raised  in  the  atate  of  Delaware*  6000  dol- 
lars, for  the  use  of  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  capt.  John  Paul  Shott^  for  the  use  of 
his  independent  company,  the  sum  of  300  dollars ;  he  to  be  acconntable: 

That  there  is  due  to  captain  Samuel  Griffith,  for  the  expenses  of  7  men, 
from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  as  a  guard  for  monej,  S7  nollars : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  1 2  cords  of  wood  and  sawing,  delivered  for  the  use 
of  Coi^ress,  131  dollars : 

To  James  Jackson,  to  be  paid  to  coL  Henrj  Ualler,  for  paj»  as  a  priimte 
from  the  15th  of  December  to  tlie  24th  of  January,  when  he  returned  from 
New-York,  and  his  mileage  from  thence,  9*79  dollars : 

To  Steiner  tc  Cist,  printers,  for  printing  the  address  of  the  assemblv  for 

the  state  of  New- York,  in  German,  1000  copies,  and  for  paper,  39.39  dole. 

To  Lewis  Weiss,  fpr  translating  the  said  address  into  Ueman,  16  dollars  < 

To  the  committee  of  York  countj,  in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  board  of  ten 

prisoners,  from  the  3d  of  July  to  the  23d  of  November,  19  weeks,  at  one 

dollar  per  man,  per  week,  a  balance  of  180  dollars : 

To  Nathaniel  Donnel,  as  commissary  of  musters  for  the  militist  for  pay, 
Ami  tht  16th  of  July,  1776,  to  the  25th  of  March,  1777*  eight  months  and 
nine  days,  at  40  dollars  a  month,  and  for  250  days'  rations*  at  4  imtions  a 
day,  both  amounting  to  421.54  dollars: 

To  WilUam  Smi£,  late  a  captain  in  the  6th  Pennsylvania  battalion,  com- 
manded by  oolonel  Irwin,  on  the  balance  of  his  several  accounts,  1799.89 
dotiarv: 

To  William  Rippey,  late  a  captab  in  the  same  regiment,  on  hit  several 
accounts,  1 561 .68  dollars : 

To  cnptain  Hay,  for  a  balance  of  several  accounts  against  his  company  in 
the  aaid  regiment,  960  dollars : 

To  captain  Jeremiah  Talbot,  for  abdanceon  his  account  against  his  com* 
pnnr  in  the  said  rmment,  1233*6  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolvedf  That  whenever  an  account  with  the  United  States  shall  be  set- 
tied  by  any  of  the  commissioners  of  accounts,  returned  to  and  approved  by 
the  tMNirdof  treasury,  and  by  them  reported  to  and  confirmed  b^  Conn^, 
the  iMwrdnf  treasury  shall  lie  authorized  to  give  the  accountant  a  anmcient 
diacliarge  for  the  same. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported, 

That  the  commissioners  for  settling  the  acoouata  of  the  army  in  the 
Dorthern  department,  have  produced  to  the  treasury  board,  amoaa  other  ac- 
9Q«iita  adjusted  by  them,  a  general  account  of  m  receipta  and  disburse** 
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tertificate  from  the  commissary-general  of  musters,  or  the  deputj-niuster- 
master  general  in  this  department,  of  the  number  of  soldiers  inlisted  into  Us 
several  companies. 

The  board  qf  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  baron  Ernst  Sie$resmond  be  appointed  first-lieutenant,  and 
John  Conrad  Latour,  second  lieutenant,  in  the  corps  commanded  by  major 
bttendorf. 

The  committee  appointed  ta  confer  with  the  president  and  council  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  on  the  necessity  of  calling  out  1500  of  the  militia  thereof, 
well  armed  and  accoutred,  to  rendezvoiis  at  Chester,  on  Delaware,  reported, 

**  That  they,  together  with  general  MiiBin,  met  the  president  and  conncS 
at  Wilmington,  in  the  said  state,  and  conferred  witli  them  on  the  bunncas 
aforesaid  ;  that  the  said  president  and  council  gave  assurance  that  they  wm 
willing  and  desirous  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  Congress  for  die  aid 
of  the  militia  aforesaid,  and  that  every  means  in  their  power  would  be  used 
to  draw  forth  the  number  required :  but  they  apprdiended  that  this  migbt  be 
moreprobably  effected,  by  fixing  the  place  of  tneir  rendezvous  near  the  De- 
laware,  within  the  said  state,  and  which  would  not  be  more  than  six  or  seven 
miles  distant  from  the  general  rendezvous  proposed  at  Chester :  that  your 
committee,  with  the  approbation  of  general  Mifflin,  acceded  to  the  p^oposil 
of  fixing  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  militia  of  the  said  state  within  the 
same,  as  the  most  probable  means  of  obtaining  their  aid  and  service,  and  beg 
leave  to  recomniend  the  same  to  Congress  as  equally  advantageous  to  die 
public  service ;"  Whereupon, 

Jle$Qlved^  That  Congress  accept  and  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  tne  whole,  to  consider 
farther  the  letter  from  general  Gates,  and  the  papers  referred  to  tiiem ;  and, 
after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F«  L.  Lee  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  letters  and  papers 
to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  sundry  resolutioBS,  which  he  was  order* 
ed  to  report. 

The  report  (Kovsk  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Besolved^  That  general  Waahington  be  directed  to  write  to  the  eastern 
states,  from  whence  the  troops  to  be  employed  at  Tioonderoga  are  expected, 
and  to  r^uest  them,  in  the  name  of  Congress,  to  adopt  and  pursue  eveiy 
ineans,  particularly  those  recommended  by  Congress,  in  their  resolutions  of 
the  14th  of  this  month,  for  completing  anu  forwarding  the  r^ments  whidi 
he  has  already  ordered  for  that  service,  it  being  the  opinion  ofCongreM,  that 
a  delay  in  this  matter  will  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  that  important  pass : 

That  the  convention  of  New- York  be  requested  to  give  all  possible  aid  of 
the  militia  of  their  state,  to  keep  open  the  communication  between  Albany 
and  Ticonderoga ;  and  that  an  extract  of  general  Gates's  letter  of  the  I9tk,  to 
general  Washington,  relative  to  the  increase  of  tories,  be  transmitted  to  the 
sud  convention : 

That  general  Gates  be  informed  of  the  measures  taken  by  Congress  to  re- 
inforce him  with  men,  and  to  supply  him  with  money ;  that  he  be  infortned, 
it  is  not  the  wish  of  Congress  that  he  retain  possession  of  that  part  of  Ticon- 
deroga which  lies  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Champlain,  if,  in  his  judgment, 
the  great  point  of  preventing  the  enemy  from  penetrating  the  country  may 
•  be  better  obtained  by  applying  his  whole  force  to  the  strengthening  and  se- 
curing Fort  Independence  and  the  water-defence  of  Lake-George : 

^  That,  if  miyor-general  Gates  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  there  are  not  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  carpenters  employed  on  the  vessels  at  Lake-George,  he  be 
.ftlitborized  a^d  directed  immediately  to  engage  as  mv^y  u  he  shall  wink 
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cemary  for  completii^y  with  the  utmost  despatch,  the  water-craft  now  erect- 
ineon  that  lake : 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  send  to  C<mgress  the  names  of  the 
l^eneral  officers  ordered  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and  the  number  and  names 
4>f  the  regiments  under  marching  orders  for  that  place : 

ThiUgeneral  St.  Clair  be  informed,  by  express,  of  the  approach  of  the  ene* 
a  J  io  llcondeioga,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair,  without  loss  of  time,  to 
thatplace. 

Rtsolvtd^  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affitirs  at  Albany,  be  direct- 
ed to  accept  of  the  offer  made  by  the  Oneidas,  in  their  speech  of  the  19th  of 
March,  to  coL  Elmore,  to  send  scouts  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  at 
Osmgatchie ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  said  speech  be  transmitted  to  the  com- 
missioners at  Albany* 

Sundry  amendments  being  offered  to  the  resolutions  passed  on  the  muster- 
jnaster's  department, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  formerly  appointed  to  regulate  the  depart- 
ment of  the  muster-master,  be  directed  to  revise  the  resolutions  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  the  amendments  now  offered  to  them* 

A  letter  of  the  26th,  from  general  Washington,  endoMiq;  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  him  from  general  Howe,  was  read. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported* 

That  there  is  due  to  Waiter  Drummond,  for  boarding  sundry  troops  be- 
longing to  capt  Hand's  company,  30.43  dollars : 

To  Christian  Dull,  for  proyisions  supplied  to  sundry  troops  on  their  march, 
Ae  ram  of  38  dollars : 

To  liratenant  John  Bllis,  of  the  fid  PennsyWania  battalion,  for  sundcy 
provisions  he  supplied  a  party  of  men  who  were  left  sick  under  lus  command 
sa  Canada,  6  fifi  aoliars : 

To  colonel  Evan  Evans,  for  the  balance  of  the  pay-roll  of  his  battalion  of 
Chester  county  militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  from  the  4th  of 
December,  1776,  to  the  30th  of  January,  1777,  the  sum  of  2181  69  dollars.'' 
Ordfrerf,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was 
takon  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Bemfhedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  forthwith,  to  order 
•tiie  sums  advanced  by  them  for  recruiting  the  continental  battalions  raised 
by  the  said  states,  together  with  the  names  of  the  officers  receiving  the  same, 
-to  be  transmitted  to  the  pay-masters  of  such  battalions ;  and  that  the  said 
pay-masters  be  respectively  re<^uired,  to  call  such  officers  to  account  for  the 
sanse ;  who  shall  produce  certificates  from  the  muster-master  or  deputy 
muster-master  general,  specifying  the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  also,  it  officers  of  the  light-horse,  the  number  of  horses, 
mmui  and  e^uipa^  belonging  to  their  respective  r^ments,  companies  or 
troops,  together  with  such  other  vouchers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prove  the 
.sanis  expended  for  these  articles,  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  before  their 
joining  tiie  army,  the  loss  of  money  by  the  deaths  or  desertions  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  soldiers  before  muster,  or  other  necessary  expenses ; 
aud  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  said  states,  that  they- order  the  said  re- 
gtmental  pav-masters  to  report  to  them,  the  settlement  ot  the  said  accounts, 
together  witn  the  vouchers  to  be  produced  when  confirmed  by  the  said  states^ 
to  the  treasury  board,  on  adjustment  of  their  accounts : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  states,  if  any  of  the  pay-masters  shall 
neglect  to  obey  their  directions,  as  aforesaid,  to  order  their  names  to  be 
trmpsmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  department,  who  shall,  there- 
upon, remove  from  office,  such  delinquent  pay-masters,  and  supply  their 
places  with  such  others  as  he  shall  think  qualified : 
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Certificate  from  the  commissarj-general  of  musters,  or  the  deputj-niuster- 
master  general  in  this  department,  of  the  number  of  soldiers  inlisted  into  Us 
several  companies. 

The  board  qf  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  baron  Ernst  Sie$resmond  be  appointed  first-lieutenant,  and 
John  Conrad  Latour,  second  lieutenant,  in  the  corps  conunanded  by  nigor 
bttendorf* 

The  committee  appointed  to.  confer  with  the  president  and  conncil  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  on  the  necessity  of  calling  out  1500  of  the  militia  tkertef, 
well  armed  and  accoutred,  to  rendezvous  at  Chester,  on  Delaware,  reported, 

**  That  thej,  together  with  general  MiiBin,  met  the  president  and  conndl 
at  Wilmington,  in  the  said  state,  and  conferred  witli  them  on  the  business 
aforesaid  ;  that  the  said  president  and  council  jB;ave  assurance  that  thej  were 
willing  and  desirous  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  Congress  for  the  aid 
of  the  militia  aforesaid,  and  that  every  means  in  their  power  would  be  used 
to  draw  forth  the  number  required  :  but  they  apprehended  that  dua  might  be 
more  probably  effected,  by  fixing  the  place  of  tneir  rendezvous  near  the  De- 
laware, within  the  said  state,  and  which  would  not  be  more  than  six  or  seven 
miles  distant  from  the  general  rendezvous  proposed  at  Chester :  that  your 
committee,  with  the  approbation  of  general  Mifflin,  acceded  to  the  proposal 
of  fixing  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  militia  of  the  said  state  within  the 
same,  as  the  most  probable  means  of  obtaining  their  aid  and  service,  and  beg 
leave  to  recommend  the  same  to  Congress  as  equally  advantageoos  to  the 
public  service  ;^  Whereupon, 

Besqlvedi  That  Congress  accept  and  agree  to  the  report  of  the  cousmittee. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  tne  whole,  to  consider 
farther  the  letter  from  general  Gates,  and  the  papers  referred  to  them ;  and, 
after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.Lee  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  letters  ^ad  p^rs 
to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  sundry  resolutioas,  which  he  was  order- 
ed to  repprt. 

The  report  firopi  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Besolved^  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  write  to  the  eastern 
states,  from  whence  the  troops  to  be  employed  at  Tioonderoga  are  expected* 
and  to  request  them,  in  the  name  of  Congress,  to  adopt  and  pnrsue  evtiy 
ineans,  particularly  those  recommended  by  Congress,  in  their  resolutions  of 
the  14th  of  this  month,  for  completing  and  forwarding  the  r^mehts  which 
he  has  already  ordered  for  that  service,  it  being  the  opinion  ofCongress,  that 
n.  delay  in  this  matter  will  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  that  importent  pass : 

That  the  convention  of  New- York  be  requested  to  give  all  possible  aid  of 
the  militia  of  their  state,  to  keep  open  the  communication  between  Albany 
and  Ticonderoga ;  and  that  an  extract  of  general  Gates's  letter  of  the  19th,  to 
general  Washington,  relative  to  the  increase  of  tories,  be  transmitted  to  the 
sud  convention : 

That  general  Gates  be  informed  of  the  measures  taken  by  Congress  to  re- 
inforce him  with  men,  and  to  supply  him  with  money ;  that  he  be  informed, 
it  is  not  the  wish  of  Congress  that  he  retain  possession  of  that  part  of  Ticon- 
deroga which  lies  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Champlain,  if,  in  his  judgment, 
the  great  point  of  preventing  the  enemy  from  penetrating  the  country  nay 
•  be  better  obtained  by  applying  his  whole  force  to  the  strengthening  and  se- 
curing Fort  Independence  and  the  water-defence  of  Lake-George : 

^  That,  if  miyor-general  Gates  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  there  are  not  a  snfli- 
dent  number  of  carpenters  employed  on  the  vessels  at  LakerGeoree,  he  be 
.ftuthorized  a^d  directed  imniediately  to  engage  as  i|iany  as  he  shall  mak  ae- 
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cemary  ior  ctHnpletu^^  with  tho  utmost  despatch,  the  water-craft  now  erect- 
ineon  that  lake : 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  send  to  Congress  the  names  of  the 
general  officers  ordered  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and  the  number  and  names 
of  the  regiments  under  marching  orders  for  that  place ; 

Tlu^general  St.  Clair  be  infmned,  by  express,  of  the  approach  of  the  ene* 
mj  io  Tioonderoga,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair,  without  loss  of  time,  to 
thatplace. 

Btsolved^  That  the  commtssioiiers  for  Indian  affitirs  at  Albany,  be  direct- 
ed to  accept  of  the  offer  made  by  the  Oneidas,  in  their  speech  of  the  19th  of 
March,  to  col.  Elmore,  to  send  scouts  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  at 
Osmgatchie ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  said  speech  be  transmitted  to  the  com- 
■usMoners  at  Albany. 

Sundry  amendments  being  offered  to  the  resolutions  passed  on  the  muster* 
jnaster's  department, 

JUiolvedt  That  the  committee  formerly  appointed  to  regulate  the  depart- 
ment of  the  muster-master,  be  directed  to  revise  the  resolutions  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  the  amendments  now  offered  to  them. 

A  letter  of  the  26th,  from  general  Washington»enclomiq;a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  him  from  gjeneral  Howe,  was  read. 
The  committee  of  treasury  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  Walter  Drummond,  for  boarding  sundry  troops  be- 
longing to  capt  Hand's  company,  30.43  dollars : 

To  Christian  Dull,  for  proykions  supplied  to  sundry  troops  on  their  march, 
tiie  ram  of  38  dollars : 

To  lieutenant  John  Bllis,  of  the  £d  Pennsylvania  battalion,  for  sundcy 
prorisions  he  supplied  a  party  of  men  who  were  left  sick  under  Ids  command 
ja  Ccnada,  6  22  oollars : 

To  colonel  Evan  Evans,  for  the  balance  of  the  pay-roll  of  his  battalion  of 
Chester  coun^  militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  from  the  4th  of 
December,  1776,  to  the  30th  of  January,  1777,  the  sum  of  2181  69  dollars." 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Hemfhed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  forthwith,  to  order 

4he  sums  advanced  by  them  for  recruiting  the  continental  battalions  raised 

by  the  said  states,  together  with  the  names  of  the  officers  receiving  the  same, 

-to  be  transmitted  to  the  pay-masters  of  such  battalions ;  and  that  the  said 

paj-nasters  be  respectively  re<^uired,  to  call  such  officers  to  account  for  the 

SAflse ;  who  shall  produce  certificates  from  the  muster-master  or  deputy 

master-master  general,  specifying  the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers 

and  soldiers,  and  also,  it  officers  of  the  light-horse,  the  number  of  horses, 

mrms  and  e^uipa^  belonging  to  their  respective  regiments,  companies  or 

troops,  together  with  such  other  vouchers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prove  the 

sums  expended  for  these  articles,  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  before  their 

joining  the  army,  the  loss  of  money  by  the  deaths  or  desertions  of  non-com- 

misaioned  officers  and  soldiers  before  muster,  or  other  necessary  expenses ; 

juid  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  said  states,  that  they- order  the  said  re- 

g;imental  pjav-masters  to  report  to  them,  the  settlement  of  the  said  accounts* 

together  witn  the  vouchers  to  be  produced  when  confirmed  by  the  said  states^ 

to  tiie  treasury  board,  on  adjustment  of  their  accounts : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  states,  if  any  of  the  pay-masters  sliall 
neglect  to  obey  their  directions,  as  aforesaid,  to  order  their  names  to  be 
tara^ismitted  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  department,  who  shall,  there- 
opon,  remove  from  office,  such  delinquent  pay-masters,  and  supply  their 
places  with  such  others  as  he  shall  think  qualified : 
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That  if  any  officer  shall  not,  within  one  month  after  application  for  that 
purpose,  render  such  accounts,  the  regimental  pay -masters  requiring  Ae 
same,  shall  make  report  thereof  to  the'commanaer  in  chief  of  tne  depart- 
ment, who  shall  order  a  court-martial  on  such  officer,  and  also  on  sttch  other 
officer  as  shall  be  guilty  of  embezzling  the  public  money ;  and  the  fact  be- 
ing ascertained  bj  tlieir  reports,  shall  immediately  caaselitm  to  be  cashiered, 
and  a  copy  of  the  report  delivered  to  the  regimental  pay-master,  to  be  tranB* 
mitted  to  the  state  to  which  he  belongs,  that  such  state  may  give  proper  or- 
ders for  compelling  the  delinquent  officer  to  account  in  a  court  of  justice: 

That  duplicate  accounts  of  all  monies  advanced  by  Congress,  by  general 
officers,  and  by  the  pay-master  and  deputy  pay-masters  general,  for  recrait- 
ine  continental  battalions,  be  transmitted  by  tiie  treasury  board,  such  gene- 
ral officers,  pay -master  and  deputy  pay -masters  general  respectively,  todK 
commissioners  of  accounts  for  tlie  army  in  the  northern  ana  middle  depart- 
ments, who  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  respective  r^mental  pay-maateri, 
to  enable  them  to  call  the  officers,  chai^;eable  with  such  money,  to  accoont, 
in  the  mannec^  before  directed ;  and  the  said  Tegmental  pay-masters  shall 
transmit  to  the  respective  commissioners,  aforesaid,  the  settlement  of  soch 
Accounts,  with  the  vouchers,  who  shall  report  to  the  treasury-office  those 
which  are  approved  by  them,  and  shall  proceed  with  ^e  regimental  pay- 
master neglecting  to  obey  their  directions  nerein,  and  officers  not  accoanting 
for  thp  monies  by  them  received  as  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  proposed  to  be 
pursued  by  the  states,  in  consequence  of  the  preceding  resolve: 

That  the  general  officers,  pay -master  and  deputy  pay-masters  general  res- 
pectively, be  also  directed,  to  transmit  to  the  treasury  office,  duplicate  ac- 
counts of  all  monies  advanced  by  them  for  recruiting  continental  battalifms 
as  aforesaid : 

That  all  regimental  pay-masters  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  reqiective 
commissioners,  for  accounts  of  the  sums  advanced  to  their  officers,  as  afore- 
said: 

That  all  commissioners  of  claims  or  accounts  be  empowered  to  administer 
oaths  or  affirmations  to  persons  examined  by  them  in  the  execution  of  tkur 
office : 

That  accounts  received  by4he  auditor-general,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  as- 
sistant auditor,  from  the  commissioners  oT  claims,  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of 
Congress,  of  the  13th  of  March  last,  be  approved  by  them  respectively,  be- 
fore such  accounts  are  reported  to  Congress. 

That  all  pay-rolls  of  ttie  militia  which  shall  be  tendered  to  Congress  sr 
the  board  of  treasury,  for  payment,  be  referred,  for  examination  andadjust- 
ment,  to  the  commissioners  of  claims ;  and  reports  thereon  shall  be  made 
to  the  treasury  board ;  who,  approving  thereof,  shall  issue  their  warrants  fer 
the  dischar^  of  the  same,  on  the  pay-master  appointed  for  that  parpose; 
and  all  resolutions  heretofore  passed,  which  are  repugnant  to  this  mode  sf 
settlement  and  payment,  be  repealed. 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  5th  of  November, 
1776,  it  is  directed,  **  That  all  accounts  for  service  done,  or  articles  supplied 
the  northern  army,  shall  be  presented  to  the  commissioners  for  settling  ac- 
counts, and  that  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  approved  by  them,  and  confirmed 
by  the  general,  be  paid  by  his  warrant  on  the  pay -master:"  And,  whereas, 
doubts  nave  arisen,  whether,  by  the  said  resolution,  it  is  not  required  of  the 
general,  to  enter  into  the  detail  and  examination  of  the  said  accounts,  to  en- 
able him  to  confirm  the  report  of  the  commissioners ;  and  such  duty  bmng, 
in  time  of  war,  impracticable ; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  so  much  of  all  the  accounts,  above  described,  as 
shall  be  approved  by  the  commissioners,  and  not  objected  to  by  the  generaii 
shall  be  paid,  by  his  warnint,  in  the  manner  the  said  resolution  prescribes. 
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Re$6lved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  commissioners  for  settling 
the  public  accounts  of  the  army  in  the  Dorthem  and  middle  departments, 
while  they*  respectively,  continue  in  that  office,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four 
dollars  a  day. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th, .  from  governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  enclosing  a 
copy  wf  a  letter,  from  the  said  governor,  to  James  Nicholson,  captain  of  ue 
Yiivinia,  and  of  captain  Nicholson's  answer,  being  received,  was  read : 

Orderedj  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they 
report  thereon  to-morrow. 

Kwdvedy  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  order  captain  Nichol- 
son to  dismiss  all  the  men  he  has  impressed,  and  not  to  depart  with  the  fri- 
1^  till  further  orders. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee  x 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  P.  Livingston  and  Mr.  W.  Smith. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tormorrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  ^pHl  30,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  een.  Washinffton,  at  Morristown,  with  a  copy 
of  a  letter  to  him  from  brigadier  een.  M'Dougal,  aod  sundry  other  intelli- 
gence respecting  the  enemy's  marching  to  Dannury,  was  read  : 

Reaoivtd^  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
missary-general, on  the  means  of  obviating  the  ill  consequences  that  may 
ensue  from  the  loss  of  the  provisions  at  Danbury : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr« 
Gerry. 

Ordered,  That  400  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John  Hunter,  the  same  being 
in  full  of  an  order  in  his  favour  drawn  by  general  Washington  on  William 
Palfrey,  esq.  pay -master  general,  for  recruiting  a  company  on  continental 
establishment,  dated  the  2Sth  of  April,  1777,  and  that  the  same  be  charged 
to  the  account  of  the  said  .William  Palfrey,  esq.        ^ 

Rttoivtd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  on  the  present  situation  of 
public  aSkirs : 

Tlie  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Burke.   • 
Resolved,   1  hat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  exe- 
cutive power  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  general  situation  of  affairs 
io  that  state : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Rumsey. 
Resolved^  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 
Ibrpublic  service,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commissary-general  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  report  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington  by 
gen.  Schuyler,  with  the  reasons  on  which  the  same  is  founded ;  and  that  so 
moch  of  the  said  report  as  relates  to  the  removal  of  provisions  from  Derbv, 
Salisbury,  Canaan  and  Sharon,  and  the  magazines  from  which  the  armies 
are  to  be  supplied,  be  delivered  to  the  quarter-master  and  commissary -gene* 
rml,  with  orders  to  take  measures  for  carrying  the  same  into  execution,  if  ap- 
proved by  general  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  1000  head  of  fat  cattle  be  immediately  purchased  in  the 
eaiatern-states,  and  sent,  without  delay,  into  Ulster  county,  to  be  there  dis- 
persed among  the  inhabitants,  with  orders  tu  keep  up  their  flesh  with  hay, 
corn  or  otherwise,  until  they  can  be  turned  to  gross. 

Resolved^  That  if  the  enemy  attempt  to  penetrate  up  Hudson's  river,  all 
'tlie  wheat  that  can  be  collected  in  Duchess  county,  aod  in  the  manor  of 
*   ivingston,  Claverick  and  KLinderhook  districts,  be  removed  into  the  north- 
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missioners  for  gettling  the  army  accounts  in  the  northern  department,  fron 
the  26th  of  July  to  the  9th  of  May,  inciuaive,  £87  daya»  at  four  dollars  eack 
per  dayi  3444  dollars : 

Oraeredj  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  intoconsidenitioii  t 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  informed,  that  Congress  are  deep- 
ly concerned  at  the  many  reports  they  constantly  receive  m  the  misbeha^ 
viour  of  ereat  numbers  of  the  officers  of  the  arm^  in  neglecting  to  setde 
with,  or  designedly  withholding  the  pay  of  the  soldiers,  whereby  the  great- 
est  injuries  accrue  to  our  cause,  by  occasioning  discontents  and  desertioM 
among  the  soldiers;  and  that  it  be  recommend^  tothe  eeneral,to  establiib 
a  court  of  enquiry,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  officers  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  their  men,  to  consist  of  general  officers  only ;  and  that  the  pay- 
masters furnish  the  said  court,  or  any  person  or  persons  authorized  by  then, 
with  accounts  of  all  moneys  paid  to  officers  for  the  payment  of  their  reei- 
ments,  troops  or  companies;  and  if  any  officer  or  officers  shall  be  found  de- 
linquent in  the  payment  of  the  men  under  their  command,  such  officer  or 
officers  be  dismissed  with  infamy,  and  accounts  of  their  misconduct  trmii- 
mitted  to  the  states  wherein  they  were  appointed ;  in  order  that  the  said 
officers  be  prosecuted  at  law,  as  peculators  and  public  plunderers,  for  any 
sum  or  sums  they  may  be  found  in  arrear. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  to  ob- 
serve ereat  caution  in  settling  the  terms  on  which  the  militia  shall  l>e  ex- 
cused from  personal  service,  agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  14th 
day  of  April  last ;  the  measure  therein  recommended  having  been  found,  by 
experience,  subject  to  great  abuses  and  inconveniencies. 

A  petition  from  Francis  Wade,  and  one  from  John  Lawrie,  Michael 
Mount)  and  Jacob  Hendrickson,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  commtasarr's 
deparffbent. 

Orderedj  That  Mr.  Roberdeau  have  leave  of  absence  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  May  10,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  4000  dollars  be  paid  to  John  Anderson,  or  or- 
der, and  charged  to  the  account  of  colonel  Georee  Mor^n,  the  same  being 
in  full  of  colonel  G.  Morgan's  draught  in  favor  of  the  said  John  Anderson, 
dated  Fort-Pitt,  February  12,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  J.  M'Kinley,  president  of  Delaware ;  one,  of  tbe 
2d,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  Albany ;  and  one,  of  the  22d  of  April,  (nm 
colonel  H.  Crawford,  at  Fort-Pitt ;  also,  the  proceedings  of  a  court-marM 
held  at  Philadelphia,  the  30th  of  April,  1777,  on  the  trial  of  captain  Lai^ 
with  general  Schuyler's  disapprobation  thereof,  delivered  at  head -quarters, 
Philadelphia,  May  the  9th;  and  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial,  held  at 
Philadelphia,  May  the  5th,  and  approved  by  general  Schuyler,  were  laid  be* 
fore  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Gates,  and  the  proceedings  of  tlie 
court-martial,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  captain  GanH 
ble,  a  prisoner  at  Princeton,  and  particularly  of  Dr.  Stapletoo,  who  has 
been  permitted  to  attend  captain  M*Pherson,  a  prisoner  of  the  17th  Bfi- 
tish  regiment,  at  the  same  place :  That  they  write  to  governor  lovingstoii 
relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  said  Dr.  Stapieton,  and  transmit  to  gonefal 
Washington  the  result  of  their  enquiries,  and  desire  him  to  give  such  orders. 


JOURNALS  OF  GONOilKSS,  1777.  1«» 


respectbg  the  said  doctor,  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  laws  of  nations  and 
the  fHibUc  weal ;  and  that  they^ve  orders  for  the  immediate  removal  of  th^ 
said  officers  and  doctor  from  rnnceton  and  the  line  of  communication. 

Ordered,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  msyor  Geoi^e  Lyne,  of  the 
12th  Virginia  regiment,  for  the  use  of  the  said  regiment. 

Raolxedf  That  the  case  of  the  soldiers  of  the  7th  Y ireinia  regiment,  be 
referred  to  the,  board  of  war,  who  are  desired  to  report  whether  anj  clothes > 
^re  to  be  allowed  to  them. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported, 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  major  Ottendorf,  Sat  the  use  of  his, 
com,  500  dollars ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  James  Hunter,  pay -master  to  the  4th 
Pennsylvania  battalion  of  continental  troops,  2000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the 
said  battalion ;  the  said  paj^-master  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Philip  Melon,  late  a  private  in  captain  Rippey's 
cpmpany  of  the  6th  Pennsylvania  regiment,  for  a  rifle-gun  taken  by  the. 
eoemy^  13«60  dollars : 

To  William  Mille^n,  late  a  private  in  captain  Talbot's  company,  of  the 
6th  Pennsylvania  regiment,  for  nis  pay  from  August  the  Ist  to  the  20th  of 
Marchi  1777}  being  7  months  and  20  days«  at  6  2-3  dollars  per  months  51.10 
dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mens.  Armand  have  a  commission,  witli  the  rank  of  co- 
lonel, and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair  to  general  Washington. 

That  Monsieur  Malmedy  be  promoted  to  the  rank,  and  nave  the  pay,  of  a 
colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  reterred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  May  12,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  general  St.  Clair,  at  Bedford,  and  a  petition 
fixim  Ebenezer  Hazard,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post-office. 

A  petition  from  Simon  Edwards  and  others,  pilots  at  Lewistown,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret-committee  be  empowered  to  employ  the  Am«' 
phitrite  as  an  armed  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  the  best 
terms  they  can  make  with  the  captain,  and  to  allow  him  for  his  owners,.him- 
self  and  crew,  such  share  of  the  prizes  by  her  taken  as  shall  be  agreed  on 
between  them. 

CoQg;res8  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  br^diers-general,  and^  the 
ballots  beinff  taken,  colonel  Jedediah  Huntington,  and  colonel  Joseph  Reed, 
were  elected. 

The  committee  on  the  post-office,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mr.  E.  Ha- 
TArd  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  r 
Whereupon, 

Reeved,  l*hat  all  post-masters,  post-riders»  and  persons  immediately 
cAQcerned  in  conducting  the  business  of  the  post-office,  ought  to  be  exempt- 
^  from  all  military  duties ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures 
[>f  the  different  states,  to  exempt  such  persons  accordingly. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  governor  Irumbull,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  being  made  respecting  seneral  Schuyler: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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A  l€tter,  of  the  9th,  from  gtfn.  Washington,  with  a  copy  of  one  of  the  SWk 
of  November  lafit  from  Silas  Deane,  brooght  by  coh  Conway,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  applleatimia. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  said  committee  i 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Carroll. 

Ordered^  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  cuptatn  Matthew  Irwin,  to 
to  enable  him  to  raise  the  company  to  which  he  is  atppointed  by  general  Wasln 
iogton,  in  one  of  the  sixteen  regiments. 

llesolved.  That  the  committee  on  appeals  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  re* 
gister  to  attend  the  said  committee. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^elock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Ma^  IS,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  800  dollars  be  advance^l  to  captain  Craig,  of  the  )ig(rt-1iOTH» 
for  the  use  of  his  troop ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  enquire  into  the  truth  6f  a  report^  that 
captain  Craig  has  Inlisfed  into  his  troop  some  deserters  and  prisoners  from 
the  enemy,  and  that  they  take  such  measures  as  are  consistent  with  the  re- 
solutions of  Congress  and  the  public  service. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 0th,  and  one  of  the  12th,  from  general  Washington,  were 
read: 

Ordered^  TTwit  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  direeted  to 
send,  to  the  board  of  treasury,  a  copy  of  such  parts  thereof  as  relate  to  the 
aeeounts  of  the  army. 

Sundry  resolutions  of  the  convention  of  the  state  of  New-Tork  were  laid 
before  Congressi  and  read. 

The  committee  on  foreien  applications,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters 
by  colonel  Conway,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  another  brieadier-general  be  appointed : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Thomas  Conway,  knight  of  the  order  of  St. 
Louis,  was  elected. 

The  boaed  of  treasury  reported. 

That  they  have  examined  the  late  general  Montgomery's  accounts  with 
the  United  States ;  major-general  Schuvlcr's  accounts  down  to  the  20th  of 
March  lait  |  the  accounts  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  juu.  esq.  pay-master  gjene* 
ral  of  the  northern  department,  to  the  28th  of  January ;  and  the  accounts  rf 
Walter  Livingston,  esq.  deputy  commissary  general  for  the  said  department, 
tt^spectivefy  repoftCKi  to  them,  and  settled  and  adjusted  br  the  cummis- 
sioners  of  accounts  of  the  army  in  the  said  department;  and  that  they  ap* 
prove  of  the  settlement  and  adjustment  of  the  said  respective  accounts  by 
the  commissioners ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  said  report  stand  confirmed. 

Re^lvedi  That  the  several  purchasing  and  issuing  deputy  or  ansfstant 
commissaries,  in  the  northern  department,  settle  and  adjust  tneir  accounts 
of  receipts  and  eltpenditures,  and  issues,  with  the  commissioners  for  settlii^ 
the  acoounti  of  the  army  in  the  said  departmertt 

Resolved,  That  every  warrant  of  a  general -officer,  having  authority  to  drtw 
on  the  millt&ry-ehest»  or  pay-master,  or  deputy  pay -master  general  in  any 
department,  shbll  spedfy  tne  particular  service  or  account  for  which  the  same 
mdl  be  drawn»  in  order  to  enable  the  treasury -board,  and  commissionera  of 
accounts,  to  make  the  proper  charges,  and  to  do  justice  to  the  public. 

Resolved,  That  colohel  Hartley's  accounts  be  referred  to  the  commtssiMi* 
era  for  examining  claims  against  the  United  States,  and  that  they  be  directed 
to  report  thereon  specially. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  R.  Yates,  at  Albany,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  let* 
ter  from  James  Deane,  was  read : 


rouRNALs  or  coNGRxas.  irrr.  i^ 


Orietedt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  IncHan  affairs. 

The  committee  on  the  treaattry  renorted, 

That  there  is  due,  to  Robert  Stepn^ ns,  for  four  riflea  delivered  to  capt. 
H.  Stevenson,  for  the  use  of  his  rifle  company,  55.30  dollars,  to  be  charged 
to  (h&said  captain  Stevenson  s 

To  Walter  Shee,  for  saperintendii^  the  printing  and  rolling-press,  for  the 
loan-office  certificates,  26  dajs,  at  2  dollars  a  daj,  5d  dollars : 

To  Leonard  Klem,  for  the  half  ferriage  of  troopi»  over  Conestoga  creek, 
56.35  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  John  Mucer : 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Clajon,  secretary  to  major-general 
Gates,  200  dollars  on  account  of  his  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sums  be  |iaid. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  for  the  state  of 
Rhode- island  and  Providence  Plantations,  on  the  libels  of  Joseph  Stanton, 
tu*  and  Samuel  Champlin,  &c.  against  the  schooner  Two-Brothers,  being 
lodged  with  the  secretary,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

OiMigress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  as  re- 
ported oy  the  committee  of  the  whole ;  and,  after  debate, 

Be9olvedt  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
YTheredpon^ 

Bacliedy  That  general  Washington  be  requested  to  enquire  into  the  case 
of  major  Campbell,  of  the  8th  Virginia  regiment,  and  if  his  commission,  which 
was  ordered  him  by  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  21st  January  last,  was 
oat  of  coarse,  that  the  general  be  empowered  to  settle  all  disputes  be* 
tween  the  said  major  Campbell,  and  all  the  other  officers  belonging  to  the 
state  c^  Virnnia,  concerning  rank ;  and  that  the  said  commission,  if  the  gene 
ral  shall  so  determine,  be  rendered  null  and  void. 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  deliver  to  the  quarter-master  gene  \ 
nl,  the  Knen  in  their  hands  fit  for  tents. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Ad}miroed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jlfoy  14,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  complaint  lodged  with  the  marine  committee, 
against  commodore  Hopkins,  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Ellery,  for  the  said  com- 
im>dore  Hopkins. 

A  letter  of  the  9th,  from  general  Washington,  with  sundry  papers  enclos- 
ed, was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  applica- 
tiona. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  at 
Baltimore,  in  favor  of  Robert  Cum  mines,  for  suppljrin^  provisions  to  the 
iroops  nassine  through  that  town ;  he  to  be  accountaole. 

Mesolvedf  That  Mr.  R.  Cummin^  be  directed  to  make  up  his  accounts, 
and  lay  the  same  before  the  commissioners  for  claims  at  Philadelphia ;  and 
that  he  be  directed  to  make  no  further  purchases  without  the  special  orders  of' 
Coneress. 

T%e  board  of  war  reported,  that  they  have  enquired  into  the  situation  of 
captain  Craig^i  troop,  and  find  there  are  no  deserters  from  the  enemy,  or 
prisoners  of  war  therein : 

That  the  Virginia  soldiers,  who  served  in  the  continental  army,  last  win- 
ter, ander  {general  Washington,  should  be  allowed  clothes,  agreeable  to  tlie 
general's  direction,  in  consideration  of  the  hardships  they  endured,  and  th^ 
services  they  have  rendered. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be  agrceil  to. 
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k: 


The  committee  on  tlie  treamirj,  Hpon  a  representation  to  them  made  by 
the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
ivas  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  Thai  treasury  bank-notes,  tor  prizes  which  shall  be  drawn  in  the 
first  class  of  tlie  United  States'  lottery,  of  the  denominations  required  by  the 
scheme,  be  immediately  prepared  by  the  board  of  treasury ;  that  the  said 
notes  be  in  the  form  following : 

Number.  Dollars.  Number. 

Dollars.  The  United  States  of  America  acknowledge  themselves  to  be 

^  indebted  to                      in                 dollars,  being  for  a  prize  of 

-2  a^  that  value,  drawn  in  the  United  States'  lottery,  which  thejr  pro- 

^  ^  mise  to  pay  to  the  said                           or  bearer,  on  the 

•tt  ?  day  of                 witli  interest  annually,  at  the  rate  of  four  per 

'S  ^^"^*  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^  resolution  of  the  United  States,  passed  the 

b  ISthday  of  November,  1776. 

That  such  notes  be  signed  by  Michael  Hillexas,. esq.  treasurer  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  or  by  his  son,  Samuel  Hillegas,  and  countersigned  by  any  one  of 
the  managers  of  the  lottery,  and  numbered,  from  number  one,  progress!  veljf  : 

That  the  cash  prizes  in  the  three  first  classes  of  the  lottery,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  managers,  and  the  treasury  bank-notes  for  the  other  prizes  issoea  by 
them: 

That  the  pre-emption  of  such  tickets,  in  the  next  succeedine  class, «»  ^laM 
not  be  cenewed  witnin  the  time  limited  in  the  scheme  of  the  lottery,  shall  be 
granted  to  the  fortunate  adventurers  in  the  preceding  class,  acconung  to  the 
order  of  their  application  : 

That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States  be  directedyiR  cases 
of  doubt  or  difficulty,  to  apply  for  advice  to  the  board  of  treasury^  who  are 
empowered  and  directed  to  eive  the  said  managers  such  advice  and  direetions 
respecting  the  drawing  ana  conducting  the  business  of  the  said  lottery,  a& 
they  shall  judge  prudent  and  expedient. 

A  petition,  signed  Seth  Sweetser,  town-clerk,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Charlestown,  in  Massachusetts- Bay,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

.The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Hey  ward,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith* 

The  committee  oa  the  commissary's  department  brought  in  a  report^ 
which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  tlie  report  on  the  quarter-master's  de- 
partment; Whereupon,  ^ 

Resolved,  That  tne  quarter-master  general  of  the  army  be  authorized  and 
empowered  to  appoint  one  commissary  of  forage  for  the  army,  and  one  for 
eacu  of  the  militaiv  departments  thereof,  with  such  and  so  many  forage-mai- 
ters  as  he  shall  iudge  necessary. 

2.  That  tlie  duty  of  the  commissary  of  forage  shall  be  to  purchase  sack 
quantities  of  forage,  and  store  the  same  in  such  magazines  as  the  quarter- 
master general,  or  deputy  quarter-master  general,  ofany  department,  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  order  and  direct.  That  the  commissaries  shall  conform 
themselves  in  making  purchases  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed to  them  by  the  quarter-master  general,  or  deputv  quarter-master 
general  of  the  department  to  which  they  shall  severally'  belong. 

3.  That  all  forage  purchased  by  any  commissary  of.  forage,  and  delivered 
into  any  magazine,  shall  be  received  by  the  fon^-master  thereunto  appoint* 
ed,  who  shaU  give  his  receipt  for  the  same,  specifying  the  sort,  quantity*  wai 
quality,  as  a  voucher  for  the  commissary  of  forage,  to  be  by  him  product  t» 
^e  quarter-master  general  or  deputy  quarter-master  general  of  the  depart- 
ment in  support  of  bis  account. 
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4,  The  commissaneo  of  forage  shall  make  a  monthly  return  to  the  quarter-' 
master  general  or  deputy  quarter^master  general  of  the  department,  of  all 
forage  bj  them  parchased,  gpecifyins  to  what  forage-master,  and  into  which 
nagaziae  the  same  was  delWered,  that  the  forage-master  may  staiMl  charged 
therewith. 

5.  No  foraj^-master,  to  whose  care  any  magazine  of  forage  shall  be  com* 
Butted,  shall  issue  any  part  thereof  unless  by  a  written  order  of  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  the  commander  in  chief  of  tne  department,  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  post  where  such  magaaine  may  be  establi^ed,  the  quarter- 
mister  general  or  deputy  quartermaster  general  of  the  department,  or  one 
of  his  assistants,  the  wagon-master  general,  or  any  other  wagon-master  9 
Mich  orders  to  specify  for  whose  use  the  Ibrage  is  intended ;  and  every  such 
ord^r  to  be  filed  by  the  forage -master,  and  a  regular  entry  thereof  made  ii^ 
a  book  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that  purpose,  as  a  voucher  for  the  expenditme 
of  the  forage  by  him  received. 

6.  The  forase-masters  shall  make  monthly  returns  to  the  quarter-master 

Eal  and  deputy  auarter-master  general,  of  the  departments  they  be- 
»,  of  the  state  ot  their  magazines,  specifying  the  quantity  left  in  store 
first  and  every  succeeding  return,  the  quantity  received  since  the  last 
return,  the  expenditure  since  such  return,  and  what  remains  on  hand. 

7.  And  whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  there  is  a  necessity  to  detain 
hired  carriages,  the  owners  whereof  were  to  find  their  own  forage,  far  beyond 
the  time  for  which  the  owners  thereof  agreed  to  serve,  and  who,  if  their  own 
forage  is  expended,  must  have  recourse  to  the  public  masazines,  it  is  resolved^ 
that  such  persons  so  detained  and  become  destitute  of  forage,  shall,  upon  tlie 
written  order  of  any  of  the  officers  mentioned  in  the  fifth  resolution,  be  sup- 
plied oat  of  the  public  magazines;  and  the  wagon-master,  before  he  signs 
the  discharge  for  any  such  hired  carriage,  shall  dii-ect  the  forage-master  to  en- 
dorse thereon  the  quantity,  sort  and  quality  of  the  forage  furnished  such 
person,  that  the  same  may  be  deducted  out  of  the  wages  due  to  the  owner 
of  such  hired  carriage ;  all  which  deductions  shall,  by  tlie  quarter-master 
general  or  deputy  quarter-master  general  of  the  department,  be  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  forage-masters,  accounts,  who  shall  have  furnished  the  forage. 

8.  If  the  commissary  of  fora4!;e  in  any  department  should  be  ordered  to 
procure  such  large  quantities  of  forage  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  him  to 
do  it  without  assistance,  the  quarter-master  general  or  deputy -quarter-master 
eeneral  of  the  department  shall  direct  one  or  more  of  his  assitttants  to  aid 
uie  cooimissary  of  forage,  pointing  out  the  districts  in  which  they  are  sever- 
ally to  purchase,  that  one  may  not  enhance  the  price  by  Indding  above  another. 

9.  \Vhereas,  notwithstanding  the  orders  that  have  been  from  time  to  time 
issued  by  general  officers  of  our  army,  to  prevent  the  loss  and  embezzle- 
ment of^intrenchirig  tools,  and  other  military  stores,  great  waste  hath  been 
made;  to  prevent  which,  for  the  future,  it  is  resolve€l,  that  every  commissary 
of  stores,  store-keeper,  or  person  to  whose  charge  and  care  any  military 
storea  of  what  kind  soever  shall  be  committed,  shall  pass  his  receipt,  and 
stand  charged  to  be  accountable  for  the  same,  and  shall  not  issue  any  of  them 
without  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same,  the  receiver  promising  to  be  accounta- 
ble:  and  if  any  person  having  received  any  such  stores,  shall  lose  or  embez- 
£.le  the  same,  the  commissary,  store-keeper,  or  person  by  whom  they  were 
delivered,  shall  charge  him  with  the  value  thereof,  and  transmit  a  copy  of 
liieh  charge  to  the  pay -master  general  or  deputy  pay -master  general  ol  the 
iepartment,  who  is  to  charge  the  same  to  the  pay-master  of  the  corpA  such  1 
[>er8on  may  belong  to,  unless  it  shall  appear  that  such  loss  happened  without 
LFiy  blameable  negligence  or  omission :  and  if  any  person  in  tjie  continental 
fr^arvice  .shall  sell  or  otUerwiae^dispose  of  any  siorea  committed  to  his  caj;etf 
V  ithout  a  written  order  Ix^r  so  doings  issued  r by  the  commaoder  in  chief  or 
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%B  cofnmafider  in  chief  nf  the  departmeot*  or  by  a  ffeiier«i-«fficer  CMfUomad' 
^ng  at  a  separate  poat,  he  shall  be  paniahed  for  therL 

10.  The  wagoQ-maatier  ceaenU  of  the  arair*  or  wagon-«ia8ter  in  anj  of 
the  dopartmeota  Ihereol',  shall  receive  frum  the  qaartorHnaater  gcDcral  or 
deputy  quarter-master  general  of  anj  department,  all  such  horses,  cattfte, 
and  carrtagea  as  tdie  aervice  ouiy  reoaire$  and  aeitber  tJbe  wagon -■taaCer 
general,  nor  an  j  other  wagoH-maater  shall,  on  anjr  accuuut,  preauane  to  pajrckaie 
any  horses,  catde,  or  carriages  for  the  p«iblic  aenricCt  witMut  the  ospreas  or- 
der  of  the  commander  in  chief,  the  comoiander  in  chief  of  the  department,  dM 
quarter-master  general  or  deputy  qoarter-maattr  genend  of  a  department ; 
iMir  shall  the  wagon-master  general,  or  any  other  wagooHoaater*  Ihto  any 
horses,  cattle  or  carriages,  unless  by  the  antiiortty  afonesaid^  or  by  tkmt  of  an 
assistant  deputy  quarter-master  general. 

11.  The  quarter-master  general  shall  appoint  such  asaista«t8  and  make 
ouch  arranf^ments  for  conducting  the  business  of  bis  department*  aa  to  his 
and  to  (iie  commander  in  chief,  and  commander  of  the  departments,  shall 
seem  most  conducive  to  the  public  weal ;  and  a  copy  of  such  arrangement, 
specifying  the  names  of  the  assistants,  commissaries  of  forage,  wagou-maatcni, 
forage -masters,  and  clerk  of  the  several  departments,  skall  be  traaamitted  to 
he  board  of  war :  and  every  assistant  of  the  quarter-master  geiieral  of  the 
army,  and  every  assistant  of  tUe  depty  auarter-master  general  of  tbeaevoal 
departments  tiiereof,  shall  make  monthly  returns  of  every  article,  «f  what 
kinds  soever,  that  may  be  in  or  at  any  ofthe  forts,  eacampmeata,  magastnea, 
ar  places  in  the  district,  committed  to  his  care,  to  the  deputy  quarter-aaasler 
general  of  the  department,  noting  what  is  ^^ood,  what  is  reparable,  aad  what 
IS  notit  for  farther  service,  in  separate  colums ;  frbm  which  returns,  the  depa* 
ty  quarter-master  general  shall  make  one  general  return,  in  w^ich  shall  be 
speci6ed  the  total  of  all  the  articles  in  every  district  within  his  department; 
one  copy  whereof  shall  be  monthly  tranaiaitted  to  the  board  of  war,  one  to 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  department,  and  one  to  the  ouarter-oiaster 
general;  from  which  returns,  the  quarter-master  general  shall  nudie  oat  a 
general  return,  specifying  what  is  in  each  departmant  and  eiFory  dislnct 
thereof;  one  copy  whereof  shall  be  monthly  transmitted  to  the  board  of  war, 
one  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  one  to  the  commander  of  each  depart- 
ment. 

12.  Every  assistant  quarter-master,  commissary  of  forage,  wagaa-master 
general,  for^e-master,  and  everv  other  person  employ^  in  the  quarter- 
master general's  branch,  who  shafl  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  sach  moMbly 
returns,  shall  be  distnissed  the  service  oy  the  quarter-maater  general  or  tke 
deputy  quarter-master  general  of  the  department  to  which  such  delinquent 
belongs. 

IS.  And  in  order  that  all  deputy  quarter-masters  general  and  assistaati 
may  make  tlieir  returns  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  that  great  confusion  which 
has  heretofore  arisen  from  a  want  of  method,  the  quarter- master  general  is 
to  furnish  his  deputies  with  a  form,  copies  whereof  they  are  to  deliver  to  the 
assistants  and  to  every  person  in  the  quarter-master  general's  branch  whs 
may  be  called  upon  for  a  return. 

14.  The  quarter-master  general  and  the  deputy  qnarterHnasters  geaerri 
in  the  several  departments,  shall  have  full  power  and  be  authorized,  with  the 
consent  of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commander  of  the  department.  Is 
dismiss  any  person  by  them  employed,  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  an?  dutr 
enjoined  by  the  foregoing  resolutions,  or  any  other  duty  he  may  be  cnaigaa 
with,  and  to  appoint  others  in  the  stead  of  such  as  may  be  tbsmissed. 

15.  The  general  and  oommander  in  chief  of  o«r  armies,  and  the  com* 
mander  of  any  department  thereof,  shall  be  allowed  as  BMtch  forage  for  their 
horses  and  those  of  their  suit  as  the  service  may  require.  ^ 

16.  ^  major-general  and  a  bngadicr-general,  not  having  the  command  of 
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a  separtte  de|Nirtfiient>  shall  each  be  allowed  forage  for  six  horses  for  them- 
seWes,  their  ai(ls*de-<uiinp,  or  brigade -majors  and  ser?ant8« 

17.  The  commander  in  chiefs  and  the  commander  in  anj  separate  depart- 
ment, shall  be  authorized  to  allow  such  quantities  of  forage,  and  for  and 
dario^sach  times  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  the  quarter-master  general 
and  bis  deputies,  to  the  muster-master  general  and  nis  deputies,  the  chief 
eo^neer  and  his  assistants,  the  commissary-general  and  his  deputies,  the 
director-general  of  the  hospital,  his  subs  ana  surgeons-general,  to  the  adju- 
tant-general and  his  deputies,  to  the  colonels,  lieutenant-colonels,  majors^ 
adjutants,  quarter-masters,  and  surgeons  of  regiments,  and  to  provosts-mar- 
tial, or  to  such  and  so  manj  of  the  before  mentioned  officers  and  their  depu- 
ties as  the  senrice  shall  necessarilj  require ;  Provided,  always,  that  if  anj 
of  the  officers  abovementioned,  their  deputies  or  assistants,  should  be  allowed 
foraee  in  consequence  of  any  general  orders  hereafter  given,  and  should  iie- 
vertneiess  not  keep  any  or  so  many  horses  as  they  would  be  permitted  to 
draw  forage  for,  in  such  ca^e,  noforage  shall  be  issued  for  more  horses  than 
they  really  have,  nor  shall  they  at  any  time  thereafter  be  allowed  any  forage 
at  back  allowance  or  any  money  in  lieu  thereof. 

18.  A  deputy  quarter-master  ^;eneral  shall  be  appointed  to  each  depart- 
ment, and  one  to  each  grand  division  of  the  army ;  tne  rank  of  the  former  to 
be  tkatof  a  colonel,  of  the  latter,  that  of  a  lieutenant-colonel. 

19.  The  quarter- master  general,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  or  commander  in  any  separate  department,  shall  appoint  a  competent 
number  of  deputy  quarter-masters  general,  a  wagon-master  general,  and  so 
many  wagon -masters,  as  the  service,  from  time  to  time,  requires,  and  make 
a  rctom  to  the  board  of  war,  of  the  names  of  the  persons  so  appointed. 

20.  Resolved^  That  miuor-general  Mifflin  be  allowed,  for  nis  service  as 
quarter-master  general,  166  dollars  per  month,  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  m&- 
jor-zeneral. 

'Hint  the  pay  of  a  deputy  quarter-master  general  of  a  grand  division  of 
tke  army,  be  75  dollars  per  month : 

That  the  pay  of  an  assistant  deputy  quarter-master  general  be  40  dollars 
per  month,  and  that  he  have  tiie  rank  of  captain  : 

That  the  pay  of  a  wagon-master  general  be  75  dollars  per  month : 
That  iht  pay  of  a  deputy  wagon-master  fi;eneral  be  50  dollars  a  month : 
That  the  pay  of  a  barrack-master  genenU  be  75  dollars  a  month : 
That  the  pay  of  a  wagon -master  or  conductor  of  wagons  be  40  dollars  a 
jDonth: 

That  the  pay  of  a  fonige-master  be  40  dollars  a  month. 
Ordered^  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ouarter-master  general 
far  the  public  service,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  the  same 
be  paid  by  an  order  in  his  favor  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan -office  for  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  1S0,000  dollars,  and  by  another  order  in  his  fa- 
vcM*  cm  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for 
50,000  dollars. 

The  committee  of  the  treasury  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  colonel  Lewis  Dubois,  for  the  pay  of  his  battalion  of 
Pfew-Tork  forces,  the  sum  of  2757  9  dollars : 

To  cafitain  Zephaniah  Lott,  for  pay  and  mileage  of  a  company  of  Backs 
mntj  militia,  in  colonel  Rirkbride^s  regiment,  QTl  SO  dollars : 
To  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  for  sundry  expresses  he  paid  by  order  of  Congress* 
tbe  anm  of  437  36  dollars : 

To  William  Alexander,  late  a  captain  in  the  7ih  Pennsylvania  battalion, 
r  balance  of  pay  and  sundry  other  changes,  513  63  dollars : 
To  captain  James  Wilson,  of  the  6th  Pennsylvania  battalion,  for  the  ba- 
kce  of  his  pay-roll  and  sundry  other  charges,  640  76  dollars : 
Vol.  II.  17 
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To  lieutenant-colooel  Bejer,  for  the  pay  of  himself  and  other  ield  oi&cen 
of  colonel  Levan's  battalion  of  Berks  coontj  militia,  Sll  dollars: 

To  George  MOandles,  to  be  paid  by  Gillam  Taylor,  for  keeping  coBtinea- 
tal  horses  at  Baltimore,  99  57  aoUars: 

To  William  Tricket,  for  stationary  supplied  by  him  to  the  prendent  of 
Congress  and  board  of  war,  139  18  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  ^ay  15,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  Joseph  Belton,  was  read,  requiring  an  extraordt- 
nary  allowance  for  his  new  invented  gun. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  dismissed. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Thomas  Hartley,  17,800 
dollars,  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  the  contracts  he  has  made  under  tde  recon- 
mendation  of  the  board  of  war  and  the  committee  of  Congress  at  Philadel- 
phia, for  arming  and  clothing  the  battalion  under  his  command ;  he  to  be  ic- 
countable. 

That  177.70  dollars  be  paid  to  Joseph  Nourse,  clerk  of  the  board  of  wir, 
for  four  month's  salary,  commencing  10th  January  last : 

That  the  sum  of  790.57  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance, for  public  service. 

A  memorial  from  John  Dorsey  and  others,  surgeons  of  the  sWito  and  ves- 
sels of  war  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia ;  also  a  petition  from  the  lieatenants 
of  the  navy,  and  a  petition  from  Benjamin  Marshall  and  Thomas  Search, 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  and  report  to  Congress,  with 
all  possible  despatch,  an  estimate  of  the  public  expenses  for  the  present  year, 
distinguishing,  in  such  estimate,  the  expense  of  the  commissary,  quarter- 
master and  barrack -master  general,  and  the  medical  department;  and  that 
they  confer  with  the  marine  board  and  with  major-general  Schuyler  im  this 
subject 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  aad 
means  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  present  year ;  and  that  they  confer 
on  this  subject  with  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.Duer,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  annex  captaia 
Burke's  independent  company  to  colonel  Patton's  regiment,  until  genera) 
Washington  shall  direct  otherwise. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported, 

That  there  is  due  to  Henry  Shitz,  for  35  reams  of  paper  for  continental 
certificates,  350  dollars : 

To  Henry  Trict,  a  private  in  captain  Hay's  company  of  the  6th  Pennsyl- 
vania resimenty  for  a  rifle-gun,  belonging  to  him,  lost  in  the  public  service, 
14.30  dollars : 

To  Robert  Criswell,  for  two  months  and  ten  days  pay  due  to  Charles 
Crook,  a  private  in  captain  William  Armstrong's  company  of  colonel  Moitf* 
gomery's  regiment  ot  flying-camp,  which  Crook  was  an  apprentice  to  Ike 
said  Criswell,  and  taken  at  Fort- Washington  the  16th  November,  and  cfiedl 
at  New-York  26th  January,  15.50  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  for  35,100  dollars  be  drawn  on  Nathaniel  Ap- 
pleton,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  lotan-ofiice,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts- 
bay,  in  favor  of  the  said  Nathaniel  Appleton ;  the  same  being  in  full  of  two 
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orders,  drawn  by  Abraham  Livingstoa  and  Williajn  Tumbull,  on  R.  Mor- 
ris, in  fa?or  of  the  said  N.  Appleton,  one  dated  at  Boston,  March  5,  1777, 
for  20,100  dollars,  the  other,  dated  at  the  same  place,  March  17,  1777,  for 
15,000  dollars ;  and  that  the  sune  be  charged  to  the  account  of  James  Mease, 
elothier-general. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  requested  the  (Urection  of  Congress,  rela- 
tive to  prisoners  of  the  flying-camp,  to  enable  the  commissioners  of  claims 
to  settle  several  accounts, 

R€99htd^  That  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  flying-camp,  who  were  taken 
prisoners,  and  released  by  the  enemy,  on  their  paroTe*  or  who  made  their  es- 
cape, be  allowed  pay  to  the  time  of  their  return  home. 

umoUoedi  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  consider  whether 
anjT  allowance,  and  how  much,  ought  to  be  made  to  the  said  prisoners  for 
rations,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress* 

Resolved^  That  every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  who  shall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  presume  to 
take  out  of  any  stable,  pasture,  park,  or  carriage,  any  horse  or  horses  be- 
longing to  the  public,  or  any  belonging  to  private  persons  actually  employed 
in  the  public  service,  without  having  authority  so  to  do,  by  written  order  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  the  commander  of  any  department,  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  pMt  where  such  horses  may  be,  the  quarter-master  eeneral,  pr 
any  of  his  deputies  or  assistants,  or  by  the  commanding  officer  (H  artillery, 
or  any  detachment  thereof,  who  may  give  order  for  the  taking  of  horses  as- 
sisned  to  that  corps  only,  such  order  to  specify  the  particular  service  for 
which  such  horse  or  horses  are  taken,  shall  be,  for  such  offence,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  broosht  to  a  general  court-martial,  and,  if  the  fact  is  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court,  the  commander  in  chief,  or  other  general  officer  hav- 
ing i^ven  order  for  such  court-martial  to  convene,  shall,  upon  conviction,  im- 
mediately dismiss  from  the  service,  such  offender,  if  an  officer,  unless  frofi 
some  circumstances  the  commander  in  chief,  or  such  general  officer,  shall 
see  cause  to  pardon  the  offeuce ;  and  if  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  private, 
he  shall  order  suph  corporeal  punishment  to  be  inflicted  as  he  may  think  pro- 
per, not  exceeding  one  hundred  lashes,  unless  from  some  circumstances,  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  such  general  officer,  shall  see  cause  to  pardon  the 
oflifDce. 

A  petition  from  James  Norris,  with  two  affidavits  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  general  Washington. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referr^,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  May  16,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  Idth,  and  one,  of  the  13th,  from  general  Washington,  and 
one,  of  the  15th,  from  major-general  Putnam,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war* 

Mr.  Frost,  a  delegate  from  New -Hampshire,  attended,  and  produced  the 
credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

'*  State  of  New-Hampshire,  in  the  House  of  Rbprbsemtativbs, 

Jlpril  1,  1777? 
*'  Voted  and  resolved,  that  major-general  Nathaniel  Folsom,  and  the  ho- 
norable George  Frost,  esq.  be,  and  hereby  are,  chosen  and  appointed  dele- 
gate9  to  represent  this  state  in  the  Continental  Congress,  fbr  one  year  next 
ensuine,  with  all  such  powers  and  authorities  as  the  delegates  heretofore  ap- 
poinfeo,  by  this  state,  have  had  and  exercised. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence,  JOHN  DUDLEY,  Speaker j  pro  tempore. 

In  council,  the  same  day  read  and  concurred : 

Attest,  E.  THOMPSON,  SecreUanf.'^ 


1S2  JOURNALS  OP  C0NGHBS8.  1777. 


sac 


Ordered,  That  10,()00  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  Stephen  Mojhiiiy  far 
the  service  of  bis  regiment  of  light-horse ;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  ex- 
penditure. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  from  the  town  of  Charlestown,  was  re- 
ferred, reported,  ^*That  the^  have  duly  attended  to  the  several  facts  set  forth 
in  the  said  petition,  and  while  they  lament  the  distressed  condition  of  the  pe- 
titioners, reduced,  from  affluence  and  ease^  to  want  and  penury,  by  tbe  ca- 
lamities of  war,  they  regret  the  inability  of  the  United  States  to  afford  tfce 
solicited  relief.  Thousn  the  estimation  of  the  damages  sustained  «iay  be 
very  moderate,  and  the  great  and  early  sufferings  <^  the  inhabitaato  of 
Charlestown  entitle  them  to  particular  attention,  yet  the  committee  appre- 
hend, that  if  Congress  were  to  pay  that  valuation,  claims,  much  more  exten- 
sive, and  of  a  similar  nature,  win  be  made  by  other  sufferers,  and  subject 
the  United  States  to  the  payment  of  sums  of^money,  which,  in  the  preseai 
exigency  of  their  affairs,  cannot  be  spared  from  the  support  of  the  preseat 
just  and  necessary  war." 

JRetolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Xesolved^Thtii  the  committee  on  the  com mif^sary's  department,  be  enpev- 
ered  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations  to  persons  examined  by  thetn. 
I    The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  being  read  and  debated ,  the de- 
termination  thereon  was,  at  the  request  of  a  state,  postponed  till  to-moirtv. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturdayi  met  and  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  May  19,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th.  from  general  Washington,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  omb- 
missary-general,  for  public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

OrJered,  That  Mr.  Clymer  and  Mr.  Wilson  have  leave  of  absence;  the 
former  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  the  latter  to  transact  seme  private 
afiirs. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  John  Glover  for  leave  to  return  boeM 
to  his  friends  in  England, 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  return  in  a  continental  vessel  by  the  war 
of  FVance. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Grraydon  be  permitted  to  go  to  New -York  to  see  her 
son,  a  prisoner,  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  general  WashingtA 
shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Thomas  Webb  be  considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war; 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  to  deal  with  lum  as  they  shall 
judge  consistent  with  the  public  weal. 

A  petition  from  Nathaniel  Forster,  of  Cape  May,  in  behalf  of  himself  »A 
divers  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  Cape,  was  read ;  praying  to  be  svppTi- 
ed  ^th  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  suitable  quantity  of  ammnnitioB,  for, 
the  defence  of  the  inhabitants  ot  the  Cape,  and  protection  of  vessels  that 
be  there  driven  ashore  t  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  supply  the  petitioners  widi  six  jMeecsi 
of  cannon,  and  that  tbe  board  of  war  supply  them  with  a  suitable  quaotity 
of  ammunition. 

A  letter  from  governor  Johnson  to  the  marine  committee,  widi  anndi 

rs  enclosed;  also,  a  letter  of  the  9th,  from  William  Aylett,  esq.  at 
ianisburg ;  one,  of  the  ITth,  from  Jonathan  Hudson,  at  Baltimore ;  and 
of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war  for  tbe  state  of  Pennsylvania,  were 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  board  of  war  of  Pennsylvania  be 
red  to  the  board  of  war ;  that  the  letter  from  Mn  Aylett  be  referred  to  Jo*«| 
seph  TrunbuU,  esq.  commissary-general. 


r. 
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Oriisnd^  That  20,000  deilars  be  advanced  to  Jonathan  Hudson,  esq.  for 
foUic  serrice ;  he  to  be  accountable  t 

And  that  he  be  infonned  tliat  the  arrearages  due  to  the  troops  en  their 
march  from  the  southward,  will  be  discharged  at  Philadelphia  or  Bristol ; 
aad  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  Congress  that  he  should  advance  larger 
sons  than  are  necessary  to  forward  their  march  to  head-quarters* 

Besolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  what  honors 
are  doe  to  the  memory  of  the  late  brigadier  Wooster,  who  died  on  the  2d 
of  Majy  of  the  wounds  he  received  on  the  Srth  daj  of  April,  in  fighting 
against  the  enemies  of  American  liberty : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hejward,  Mr.  8.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Page. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Whereupon, 

Maolvedf  That  no  stoppages  be  made  for  the  present  ^m  the  pay  of 
soldiers  wbo  were  servants,  for  any  moneys  paid  their  late  masters ;  and 
that  it  lie  over  for  future  consideration,  whether  such  moneys  be  charged  to 
coutiDental  account,  or  be  borne  by  the  particular  states  wherein  the  servants 
were  enlisted. 

JRetohed,  That  Mr.  President  M'Ktnley  be  informed  that  the  independent 
oompany  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  raised  and  stationed  at  Lewisto  wn,  and  the 
plaoes  adjacent  in  the  Delaware  state,  was  intended  as  a  relief  to  the  militia 
•f  that  state ;  and  that  Mr.  Fisher  being  thought  a  proper  person  to  com- 
mand, had  the  offer  of  toeing  appointed  the  captain ;  Imt,  if  he  declined  it  for 
the  sake  of  expedition,  power  was  given  him  to  nominate  officers,  measures 
of  a  similar  nature  having  been  repeatedly  taken  in  other  states  especially 
for  particular  and  local  purposes,  and  no  offence  meant  to  or  token  by  the 
governments  of  such  states : 

That  the  commissary-general  has  been  directed  to  appoint  a  person  to 
supply  the  company  with  provisions ;  and  that  orders  are  given  to  the  cap- 
tam  to  obey  any  directions  he  may  receive  from  the  government  of  the  De- 
laware state:  that  tiie  president  l>e  informed,  that  ttie  captain  of  the  com- 
pany is  directed  to  apply  to  him  for  the  1500  dollars,  agreeable  to  his  re- 
quest; and  that  he  be  farther  informed,  Congr^s  consent  that  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  militia  for  the  present  be  in  the  Delaware  state,  at  or  near  the 
place  pointed  out  in  his  letter,  below  Chester ;  and  that  they  be  held  in 
rradinesss  to  march  out  of  that  state,  if  the  service  shall  so  require  it ;  but 
that,  if  BO  such  provision  has  been  already  made  by  law  for  that  purpose,  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  immediately  to  make  such  provision. 

Jietohed,  That  the  president  be  desired  to  write  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  recommending  to  them  to  make  pro- 
vision by  law  to  march  their  militia  out  of  their  respective  states,  when  ne- 
cesaary  foi  the  common  defence ;  and  to  authorize  the  executive  powers, 
from  time  to  time,  to  limit  the  continuance  of  the  militia  in  service  when 
called  ont,  and  to  what  distance  they  may  be  ordered  to  march. 

Miew^ived,  That  Matthias  Christman,  an  indented  Servant  of  John  Bring- 
horat,  inliated  in  captain  Lang's  company,  in  colonel  Hubley's  regiment,  be 
discharged  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  said  regiment ;  and  that  captain 
Lang  be  directed  forthwith  to  repair  with  his  company  to  head-c[uarters. 

in  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissionei-s  of  claims,  the  au- 
litor  general  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  Christopher  Patterson,  who  served  in  colonel  Wood's 
MtUlton  of  Pennsylvania  forces  in  Canada,  13.60  dollars,  which  sum  was 
ime  to  kim  before  the  batuiion  was  paid  off  at  the  end  of  their  inlistment, 
ind  wojid  then  have  been  paid  him,  bat,  being  sick  in  the  hospital,  his  name, 
van  omitted  in  the  muster-roll  s 

To  eapum  William  Houston,  of  eoU  Frederick  Wall's  battalion,  flying- 
Amp,  for  27  rifles  and  one  drum,  lost  at  Fort- W  ashington,  576.42  dollars  i 
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To  lieutenant-colonel  Reiss,  for  the  paj  of  the  two  following  companies  of 
Berks  county  militia,  viz.  capt.  Parry's  companjr,  68S»8  dollM^  capt.  Het- 
trick'g  company,  535.4  dollars,  the  whole  anoonting  to  IdlS.lS  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  commisaioners  ef  claini, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  prisoners  who  were  takeu  at  Fort  Wsflfatog- 
ton,  the  sum  of  1000  dollars  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  there  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  Samuel  Cobbs,  <tf  tiiedd 
Virginia  regiment,  the  sum  of  100  dollars,  and  charged  to  the  accoaot  af 
Alexander  Spotswood,  colonel  of  the  said  regiment. 

Coagress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war 
of  the  I6tli,  and,  after  debate. 

Resolved^  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  ta- 
Biorrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY.  Maif  20,  \777. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Arnold,  with  a  printed  paper  enclosed, 
signed  John  Brown  ;  one  from  H.  Williamson  ;  one,  of  the  19th,  freoiDr. 
W.  Shippen,  director-general ;  one  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  cofBimssarj-geae- 
ral ;  one,  of  the  10th,  from  Alexander  Martin,  colonel  of  the  2d  battalioD  «f 
North-Carolina  forces,  at  Fredericksburgh  ;  one,  of  the  17th,  frDm  J.M'Kn- 
ley,  president  of  Delaware;  also,  a  memorial  from  John  Gary,  and  a  petilkn 
from  Timothy  Folger,  were  read. 

The  board  of  war  laid  before  Congress  a  petition  from  Geoige  Lyne,  aajor 
of  the  12th  Virginia  regiment,  wherein  he  prays  that  the  rifles  ania  powder- 
horns  of  captain  Michael  Bowyer's  company  of  the  said  regiment,  may  here- 
c^ved  by  tiie  commissary-seneral  of  military  stores,  and  that  the  meo  re- 
ceive lor  them  a  reasonable  price,  the  said  company  having  bee^  laised  by 
the  convention  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  Cdr  the  defence  of  tlve  froo^ers^  aad 
not  to  be  drawn  from  thence  without  their  consent,  and  each  to  recme,  for 
the  use  of  his  rifle,  20s.  per  annum ;  but,  being  taken  into  continental  senrior. 
and  having  agreed  to  march  with  the  regiment,  fourteen  of  them  have  braogfat 
their  own  arms  with  tliem,  not  having  had  time  or  opportunity  to  dispose  of 
them  before  they  began  their  march  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  arms  be  received  by  the  commiasary^general  of  ini- 
litary  stores;  that  they  be  appraised,  and  the  price  thereof  paid  to  the  mea; 
and  that  the  difi*erence  between  the  appraisement  and  what  the  said  arms 
cost  the  men,  be  also  paid  them  as  a  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  arms. 

Resolved^  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  directed  to  procure  a  haise, 
and  present  the  same,  properly  caparisoned,  to  miyor-general  Araolil,  in 
the  name  of  this  Congress,  as  a  token  of  their  appi*obation  of  his  aailant  ow- 
duct  in  the  action  against  the  enemy  in  their  late  enterprize  to  Danbary,  ta 
which  gen.  Arnold  had  one  horse  killed  under  him,  and  another  wounded. 

Orwredt  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Arnold,  with  the  paper  enclosed,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war,  together  with  such  complaints  as  have  been 
lodged  against  gen.  Arnold  : 

That  tne  letter  from  Dr.  Shippen  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee  ; 
and  that  Dr.  Williamson's  letter  be  dismissed. 

Resolved,  That  the  vessels  now  laden  on  account  of  the  United  States^  bjr 
Mr.  Commissary  Ajrlett,  with  flour  for  the  eastern  states,  excepting  sack  as 
are  to  be  employed  in  transporting  provisions  to  the  Head  of  Llk,  may  stti 
at  such  time  as  Mr.  Aylett  sliall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  T.  Folger  be  referred  to  the  marine 
nittee ;  that  the  petition  from  John  Cary  be  referred  to  gen.  Schuyler. 
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A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  J.  Warren,  speaker  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  ;  and  one,  of  the  Tth,  from  E.  Han- 
cock, deputypaj-master  general  in  the  eastern  department,  were  read : 

Ordered^  Tnat  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  the  latter  to 
ii»  board  of  treasury. 

Regohedf  That  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  in  bills  on  the  credit  of 
tte  United  States,  of  the  same  tenor,  excepting  the  date,  and  of  the  same  de- 
nomination as  the  last  emission,  be  forthwith  emitted  under  the  direction  of 
iht  board  of  treasury^ 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  21,  1777. 

General  Schuyler  laid  before  Congress  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial, 
held  at  Philadefphia  the  19th  and  20th  instant,  on  the  trial  of  John  Brown, 
alias  John  Lee,  signed  by  Stephen  Moylan,  president,  wherein  the  court  de- 
termioe  that  the' prisoner  is  guilty  of  conducting  five  men  to  Brunswick ;  of 
holding  a  traiterous  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  in  offering  himself  as  a 

got  to  gen.  Howe,  to  conduct  the  British  army  from  Brunsvtrick  to  Phila- 
Iphia ;  and  also  in  promising  to  discover  to  the  enemy  to  what  place  the 
continental  stores,  from  Philadelphia,  were  removed ;  and  the  court  toond  the 
prisoner  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  19th  article  of  the  13th  section,  and  were 
ofapinion  he  should  suffer  death  ;  but,  from  some  circumstances  which  ap- 
peared on  his  trial,  the  court  think  proper  to  recommend  him  to  the  general 
as  an  object  of  mercy. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  proceedings  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ;  and 
that  they  enquire  into  the  circumstances  which  induced  the  court  to  recom* 
mend  the  criminal  as  an  object  of  mercy,  and  report  to  Congress. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  governor  Johnson,  with 
the  several  papers  enclosed ;  and,  after  debate, 

Retohed,  That  the  fartiier  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to- 


The several  matters  to  tfits  day  referred,  being  postponedt 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to*morrow. 

THURSDAY.  May  22,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  and  one  of  the  14tk,  fi*om  general  Gates,  at  Albany; 
one,  of  the  lGth,from  brigadier-general  M'Dougal,  at  Peek's-Kill ;  and  (me, 
of  die  Idd),  from  Gouvern^ir  Morris,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  last  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Mkgotced,  That  blank  commissions  bedelirered  to  the  delegates  of  Mary- 
land, for  the  seven  battalions  of  Maryland  forces,  to  be  by  them  filled  up 
with  the  names  of  the  officers,  but  without  affixing  any  date,  which  is  to  be 
inserted  according  to  the  orders  of  general  Washington,  who  is  to  settle  the 
rank  of  the  several  officers. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of 
the  16th;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Albany,  Ticonderoga,  Fort  Stanwix,  and  their  dependen- 
cies, be  henceforward  considered  as  foniiing  the  northern  department : 

That  major-general  Schuyler  be  directed  forthwith  to  proceed  to  the 
northern  department,  and  take  the  command  there : 

That  the  resolution  passed  the  6th  March,  17r6,  directing  general  Schuyler 
to  entablish  his  head-quarters  at  Albany,  be  repealed. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  tlie  commissioners  for  auditing  ac- 
counts, the  committee  on  the  treasury  report, 

That  there  is  due  to  David  Grier,  for  his  pay  as  major  and  lieutenant- 
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colonel,  and  for  the  pay  of  several  officers  of  the  6th  Pennsylvania  reghneat, 
between  the  tst  January  and  £Oth  March,  594.60  dollars ;  and,  for  the  re- 
pairs of  arms  and  of  a  ^ard-house  at  York -Town,  52.41  dollars,  amoantiog 
in  the  whole,  to  627.11  dollars: 

To  major  Richard  Campbell,  of  the  8th  Vir^nia  regiment,  for  Bondrj  ex*' 
penses  he  paid  while  in  Georgia  and  diiuth  Carolina,  IS5.69  ftellars;  for  svb- 
drj  rations  to  sundry  men  at  different  times,  20.40  dollars ;  aad  for  30 
cords  of  wood  while  in  barracks  at  Winchester,  SO  dollars;  the  whole 
amounting  to  186.19  dollars : 

To  the  following  gentlemen  of  the  Philadelphia  light-horse,  who  wefc  or- 
dered to  New-Jersey  on  public  service  by  Congress,  agrecaUe  to  their  res- 
pective accounts,  and  to  be  paid  to  Benjamin  Randolph,  viz. 

To  Benjamin  Randolph,  102.42  dollars;  to  John  Lardner,  11.47 dollan; 
to  Thomas  Peters,  21.30  dollars;  to  James  Hunter,  21.30  dollars;  to  JohB 
Dunlap,  21.30  dollars,  and  to  Thomas  Xeiper,  21.30  dollars;  the  wbok 
amounting  to  1 99.29  dollars : 

To  George  Weiss,  for  riding  express  to  Esopus,  Boston,  &c  bj  direciioB 
of  Congress,  186.60 dollars: 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Ramsay,  for  bis  own  and  captain  OavidaoD's  ex- 
penses to  Virginia,  by  order  of  major-general  Schuyler,  to  hasten  the  auffck 
of  the  North-Carolina  troops,  133.78  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Knight,  pay-maaler  of 
the  7th  battalion  of  continental  troops,  raised  in  P^insylvania,  towanklka 
pay  and  subsistence  of  the  said  battalion. 

Whereas,'  from  the  representation  of  the  deputy  pay-master  general*  in 
Virginia,  it  appears,  that  there  is  in  his  hands  a  consioerable  sum  of  mooey 
which  cannot  be  drawn  out,  there  being  no  general  officer  in  the  state  to  draw 
warrants ;  and  whereas  the  public  service  may  be  greatly  retarded  for  want 
of  the  necessary  supplies  of  money, 

Resolvedj  That  whenever  it  shall  happen  that  there  is  no  general  officer 
resident  in  the  state,  the  governor  and  council  be  authorized  and  empewereA 
to  draw  warrants  u[k>ii  tiie  deputy  pay-master  general  in  Virguiia,  for  sack 
sums  of  money  as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  requisite  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conade- 
ration  ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  tne  tullowiiig  resolutiona : 

Whereas,  Congress,  on  the  20th  instant,  resolved,  that  five  millioBS  of 
dollars,  of  the  same  tenor,  the  dates  excepted,  and  the  same  denominatioiis 
«s  the  last  emmission,  shall  be  emitted  uncier  direction  of  the  treasury  boaid ; 

Rettolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  bills,  so  to  be  emitted,  shall  coDttataf 
the  following  denominations : 


76923  bills  of  30  dolUn, 
76933  do.  of    8    do. 
76933  do.  of   7    do. 


76923  bills  of   6donAn, 
76934  do.  of    5     do. 
76923  do.  of   4     do. 


76993  biBs  of  3    dolkn, 
76933    do.  of  3    do. 


Resolved,  That  the  present  inspectors  of  the  press  be  directed  and  au- 
thorized to  perform  that  service  for  the  present  emission: 

That  before  they  enter  upon  their  office,  they  shall  respectivelj  take  an 
oath,  or  affirmation,  to  be  administered  to  them  by  any  magistrate,  **  well  end 
^faithfully  to  eiecute  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  as  inspectors  of  the  press 
''for  the  said  emission,  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  jnd^ent :" 

That  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  sign  and  number  the  last  emission,  be 
authorized  to  number  and  siffn  the  bills  now  acreed  to  be  emitted,  taking,  be- 
fore they  enter  upon  that  office,  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  administered  as 
aforesaid,  ^'tliat  they  will  well  and  truly  sign  and  number  all  the  bills  im  bo 
delivered  to  them  by  the  inspectors  of  the  press  appointed  as  aforesaid ;  and 
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the  same  io  sisiieil  and  niimberecl»  will  deliveiv  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to 

the  contiDentaT  treasurer,  or  such  person  as  he  shall  appoint  to  receive  the 

tame. 
And,  for  aToidiog  dangers  fnom  fire,  robbery,  or  negligence, 
jResolvedy  That  the  inspectors  of  tlie  press  shall  not  delirer  to  anj  class 

more  (baa  two  parcels  ot  two  hundred  sheets  each,  to  be  in  their  hands  at 

an/ tune. 
Besolved,  That  the  plates  used  for  the  last  emission  shall  be  used  in  the 

emission  now  directed ;  and  that  the  bills  shall  be  expressed  in  the  following 

vorda: 

«  THE  UNITED  STATES- 

No.  DoLLaas* 

TiriS  HU  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  SpMuiih  miUed  dollars^  or 

Ae  value  thereof  in  gold  or  silver,  according  to  a  resoliUion  of  Congress 
passed  at  PhiUMphia,  May  20,  1777  >*"  and  have  such  ornaments,  escutch- 
eooaw  and  secret^marka  as  the  board  of  treasury  shall  direct: 

That  each  of  the  said  bills  shall  be  Mgned  by  two  signaiv,  and  each  differ«y 
cnt  denoraioation  numbered  from  number  one  pragressivdv* 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  be  inconvenient  to  any  of  the  Inspectors  or  sign- 
ers to  attend  the  service  required  of  them  by  these  resolutions,  and  they  shall 
decline  the  same,  the  treasurer  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authonzed  to 
nomiaate  other  fit  persons  in  their  stead,  and  to  return  their  namea  to  th^ 
txtsewTf  board,  and  a  certificate  of  tiieir  Qualifications. 

Meaeieed,  That  it  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  intpeetors  faithfully  to  Mperin- 
tend  the  emismn  of  the  said  bills,  carefully  to  Veep  the  stamps  and  papers 
which  have  been  or  shall  be  delivered  to  them  for  tlie  purpose  of  the  saU 
cmisaiQii,  not  to  permit  any  impressions  to  be  made  unless  in  tbeir  presence ; 
to  caiBieaomany  bills  and  of  such  denominations  to  be  struck  as  are  hereby 
directed;  to  born  such  of  the  bills  as  shall  be  imperfectly  printed,  and  deliv- 
er the  rest  to  theqaalified  signers,  or  to  the  treasurer,  as  shall  be  directed  by 
the  treasury  board,  or  the  treasurer,  taking  receipts  from  the  person  to  whom 
€iiey  shall  tie  delivered :  that  having  completed  the  emission,  they  shall  careful- 
ly return  ^  stamp  and  the  papers  which  may  remaifi  unused  to  the  treasu-, 
fj4M>ard,  or  to  such  person  as  shall  be  authoriibed  by  them  to  receive  the 
same: 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  signers  faithfully  to  number  and  sign  the 

bills,  and  hand  them  over  to  each  other ;  the  last  signer  to  deliver  them, 

when  signed,  to  the  treasurer^  and  to  take  his  receipt  for  the  same,  which 

shall  be  delivered  to  the  inspectors  in  exchange  for  the  first  receipts  j^ven  by 

the  respective  signers,  for  the  unsi^;ned  bills  to  the  same  amount. 

Resoloed,  That  when  the  emission  shall  be  completed,  theinspecUH'9  shall 
delirer  to  the  treasurer  the  receipts  given  by  him  to  the  signers  tor  the  seve^ 
rai  parcels  of  signed  bills  which  shall,  from  time  to  time,  have  come  into  his 
hands ;  and  the  treasurer  shall  then  give  to  the  inspectors,  duplicate  receipts 
for  the  whole  amount  of  the  emission;  one  of  which  shall  be  kept  by  them 
[or  their  own  discharge,  and  the  other  be  delivered  to  the  treasury  board  as  a 
roncher  to  charge  the  treasurer. 

Meeolved,  That  the  inspectors  of  the  said  emission  shall  employ  such  per-; 
ion  or  persons  as  they  shall  think  worthy  of  confidence  to  print  the  said  bills, 
rlio  shall,  before  his  or  their  entering  upon  the  business,  take  an  oath,  to  be 
d  ministered  before  any  magistrate,  in  the  presence  of  tlie  said  inspectors, 
»r  one  ei  them,  *^  well  and  faithfully  to  dischai^the  trust  reposed  in  him  or 
them  conc^ning  the  said  emission,  according  to  the  best  of  his  or  their 
'  skill  and  judgment ;"  a  certificate  of  which  qualification  shall  be  transmit* 
ed  to  the  boara  of  treasury  by  the  said  inspectors. 
Vol.  H.  18  ' 
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The  committee  on  foreup  applications  broi^^t  iB  a  report^  which  wis 
taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Remlvedt  That  Loots  Fleuri,  engageti  bj  onr  comaitnoaers  ui  France^ 
be  tent  as  a  captain  of  engineers  to  general  Washington ;  and  tiiat  two 
months'  par  be  adranced  to  him. 

ResfdvtOj  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

A  petition  from  William  Lenox  was  read : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  Joseph  Trombull,  commissary-general,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Wilson  make  inqoirj,  and  Imng  in  a  reaolvtkn,  res- 
specting  the  same. 

The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Maj  23, 1777. 

A  letter  of  the  21st,  from  general  Washington,  at  Morristswn;  one,  of 
the  17th,  from  John  Lawrence, jadge-advocate  general;  one,  of  the  23d 
April,  from  the  committee  of  the  convention  of  the  state  of  New -York ;  nd 
one,  of  die  19th  instant,  from  John  Morin  Scott,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  thej  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved^  That  Messrs.  Samuel  &  Daniel  Hughes*  who  have  entered  iits 
a  contract  for  eastinea  qiantitj  of  cannon  for  tl^  United  States,  be  alloved 
for  such  cannon  as  3iej  shall  deliver  after  this  time  according  to  tliecoa- 
tract,  9A  2-3  dolkrs  per  ton,  in  additicm  to  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  contnct 

Ordered^  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Messrs.  Samnel  &  Daniel 
Hushes,  on  account,  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  their  contract. 

Ordered,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Oondy,  of  the  7di  batta- 
lion of  Maryland  forces,  for  the  use  of  his  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accoantiMe: 

That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Hallidaj,  paj-master  of  cotooel 
Richardson's  battalion  of  the  Maryland  forces,  for  the  use  of  the  said  batta- 
lion ;  he  to  be  accountable: 

That  350^  dolhu^  be  paid  to  Francis  Lewis,  esq.  and  €hai^;ed  to  the  ac- 
count bf  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  depntv  pay-matter  general  in  the 
northern  departinent,  the  same  being  for  so  much  money  receiv^  by  the  said 
deputy  pay -master  general  from  Mr.  Klyne,  by  order  of  the  said  F.  Lewis, 
esq.  as  appears  by  a  certificate  ffiven  by  Mr.  J.  Trumbull  10th  Biny,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  colonel  Stephen  Mojian,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  board  of  war  reported,  *'  That  they  have  had  a  conference  with  m^- 
general  Arnold  concernins;  the  imputations  cast  upon  his  character,  oontaia- 
ed  in  an  hand  bill,  dated  Pittsfteld,  April  12,  1777,  and  subscribed  idba 
Brown,  laid  before  Coneress  by  the  seneral  in  his  letter  to  the  presideit: 
that  the  general  laid  beTore  the  board  a  variety  of  original  letters,  orders, 
and  other  papers,  which,  together  with  the  general's  account  of  hu  condocl 
confirmed  by  the  relation  of  Mr  Carroll,  one  of  the  late  commissioners  ia 
Canada,  now  a  member  of  this  board,  have  given  entire  satisfaction  to  tUs 
board  concerninjs;  the  general's  character  and  conduct,  so  cruell  j  and  gromd- 
lessly  aspersed  in  the  publication." 

Resolved^  That  the  said  report  stand  confirmed. 

The  board  of  war  brooght  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed^ 

The  marine  <:ommittee,  to  whom  the  letters'  from  ffeneral  M*DoQgd  ami 
Ch>verneur  Morris,  respecting  the  manning  and  fitting  two  galKes  for  (he 
defence  of  the  North-nver,  were  referred,  reported,  "  that  they  have  takes 
the  said  letters  into  consideration,  and  are  ot  opinion,  that  snch  gsllies  as 
nvgy  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  said  river  ought  to  be  eqa^»ped. 
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and  their  operationft  directed  by  the  state  of  New- York  ;  fw  they  find  this 
kind  of  defence  is  undertakea  by  all  the  other  states  where  it  is  fbuiid 
necessary." 

BesUved,  That  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New-York  be  desired  to  in- 
form the  convention  of  that  state,  that  the  above  report  of  the  marine  com-* 
mittee  is  accepted,  and  adopted,  as  the  sense  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Timothy  Folger  was  re- 
ferred, reported,  **  That  the  matter  on  which  the  petitioners  pray  to  be  re- 
Uefed»  depends  on  the  oonstruction  of  promulgated  resolutions  of  Congress, 
which  make  part  of  the  code  of  the  laws  of  roantime  war ;  which  laws  ought 
to  be  construed  and  applied  by  the  courts  of  admiralty  and  commissioners  of 
appesls  in  their  judicial  capacity,  and  not  by  Congress : 

"  That  the  case  of  the  Sherburne  having  already  received  a  judicial 
determination  before  the  said  courts,  where  the  parties  had  an  opportunity 
of  availing  themselves  of  the  full  effects  of  the  said  laws,,  it  is  improper  for 
CoBgress  to  come  to  any  resolution  relative  thereto." 

Reaolved^  That  Congress  concur  with  the  comimtijee.  ^ 

The  committee  of  foreign  applications,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Batolved,  That  Michael  Fabricy  be  informed  that  Congress  do  not  think 
it  expedient  to  accept  his  offered  service. 

Conpess  took  into  consideration  the  report  o»  the  commissary's  depart- 
ment; and,  after  some  debate  thereon, 

RemAntdf  That  the  same  be  re-committed ;  and  that  Mr.  R.  Morris  be 
added  to  the  said  committee. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  ^o  confer  with  a  com- 
mittee  of  the  house  of  representatives  for  the  state  of  Pennsytvania,  respeet^ 
iog  some  complaints  of  tne  Indians : 

The  members  chosen^  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Duane^.and  Mr.  Carroll. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  met  and  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY.  J^ay  26,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Schuyler,  waa  read  : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.    • 

An  account  from  Robert  Erwin  was  presented  to  Congress : 
Ordertdy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Congress  resumed  the  report  of  the  committee  for  foreign  apj^icatioiis  ; 
Whereupon, 

MeMoleed,  That  Mons.  Mottin  de  la  Balme  receive  a  commission  of  Ueu- 
tenant-coionel  of  horse  ;  and  that  his  pay  commence  20th  January. 

Jlesolvedf  That  Mons.  Coppin  de  la  Garde  be .  reeommended  to  seneral 
Washington  for  some  subaltern  employment  in  the  division  of  general  SuUi* 
vjui»  who  has  written  in  his  favor  to  die  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Charles  Pond,  captain  and  CQmmander  of  the  armed 
iloop  Schuyler,  was  read : 

ifrderedt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Hesolvedy  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affiiirs : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

Ordered,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Qeorgia,  for  the  > 
ittblic  service ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  William  Ooddard,  and  one  from  B.  Eyre,  were  read/ 

A  memorial  from  Joseph  Simpson  was  read » 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  April*  from  James  SteTenion«  one  of  the  commisr 
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MMiers  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  army,  to  John  Gibeon,  esq.  mmMIv- 
genefal,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  40»000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Joseph  TiUfl^U,  ecq.c«B- 
missarj-general,  by  an  order  on  the  loan-office  in  Massachusetts-Ba^r. 

The  eommitlee  to  whom  was  re^conimttted  the  report  on  the  commmarj'k 
department,  having:  brought  in  another  report,  Congress  took  tlie  ssme  n(o 
eoBsideration ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Beaolwd,  That  Itie  further  consideration  thereof  be  postpoaed  tiH  (s- 
morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Mmy  27,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  24£h,  from  general  Washin^on,  at  Morristown,  'wtA  a  cm 
of  a  letter  enclosed  from  generals  Green,  M^Dosgat,  Knox,  Wayne,  sm 
Clinton,  dated  Peek's-Ktll,  May  17th ;  also,  a  lettter  of  the  l6th,  from  W. 
Ayiett,  ait  Williamsburg,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  empowered  and  directed  to  gife 
tbe  comvmnd  of  the  li^t-horse  to  one  of  the  generals  already  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  with  that  eoclsscd, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  #ar ;  and  that  they  senda  copy  of  so  niach  there- 
of, as  relates  to  cables,  to  the  marine  committee : 

That  the  fetter  from  W.  Ayiett  be  referred  to  the  commieeary-geftcitl. 

The  secret  committee  having  reported  to  Congress  the  curcumstanocs  rf 
tiie  ship  ilary,  captain  Kennedy,  and  her  cargo : 

Congress  took  me  same  into  consideration ;  and,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  l^at  the  said  committee  make  an  advance  of  so  much  Ymmtji» 
the  owners  of  the  said  ship  as  may  be  unquestionably  due  to  ^lem ;  and  that 
the  said  committee,  in  coyijonction  with  the  delegates  of  Conneeficnt,  do 
finally  settle  all  matters  relative  to  the  said  ship,  cargo  and  freight,  in  sack 
way,'as  justice  and  eq^ty'  shall  demand. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  Benjamin  Randolfih,  for  18  boxes,  for  packing -paper 
for  continental  bills  of  credit  sent  to  Baldmore,the  sum  of  S8.15I  domnrs;^ 

To  col.  Robert  Taylor,  of  the  first  battalion  of  Gloucester  ceaDty  mifitia 
in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  the  mileage  of  the  field-officers,  and  |.art  of 
three  companies  of  the  said  battalion,  202.86  dollars : 

ToSamael  Fairlamb,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  his  account  for  proTJaioaSj 
&c.  supplied  the  troops  at  Chester  and  Marcus-Hook,  235.47  dollara. 

Orikred,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war  for  5kSOJUO 
doUars/  to  be  transmitted  to  the  pay-master  general  t 

That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  Bbenezer  Hancock,  esq.  deputy  paj-na»- 
ter  general  of  the  eastern  department,  on  the  loan-office,  in  Mansachoaetta- 
Bay,  for  250,000  dollars ;  another  on  the  loan -office  in  the  state  of  C<ynBec- 
ticut,  fur  150,000  dollars,  for  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  wamni  issue  in  fovor  of  the  board  of  war  for  die  state  fif  Pesa- 

Slvania  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  express  purpose  of  recruiting  the  anay 
the  United  States ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Young,  saddler,  for  sundry  saddles,  earbiDca, 
pistols,  &c.  he  furnished  the  troop  of  captain  Henfyliee,  jnn.in  coliMid 
Bland's  regiment  of  Virginia  light-horse,  1116.45  dollars;  the  state  of  Vir* 
ginia  to  be  fihatged  withtfae  same  sum : 
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That  tbej  hare  revised  die  acccmots  of  James  Warren,  esq.  late  pa  j-maa* 
ter  general,  and  find»  that,  in  July  last,  he  rendered  his  account  to  Uongresa, 
br  which  there  appeared  to  be  doe  to  the  United  States  previoas  to  the  set- 
ttenaent,  28^16.70-72  dollars ;  that,  of  this  sum,  he  had  then  in  his  hands 
bat  26^20.67-72  dollars ;  that  the  residue,  bj  sundrj  affidavits  transmitted 
^to  CcHigress,  iqppears  to  have  been  lost  in  consequence  of  his  keeping  an  ad* 
ditioDal  office  at  ihe  request  of  the  general  for  the  convenience  of  tne  armr^ 
I896^'7it  dollars :  that,  on  adjustment  of  his  account  in  Jul j  last,  an  al- 
lowance was  made  for  his  pay  from  the  Slst  March,  1776,  to  the  4th  Majr 
feUowiw,  and  for  assistance  in  his  office,  494.41  dollars;  that  no  allowance 
was  made  for  the  loss  of  money,  and  the  balance  being  struck,  there  ap^ 
peared  to  be  due  to  the  United  states,  27,722.36-7£  dollars :  that  he  after- 
wards paid  to  the  order  of  general  Ward,  all  the  money  that  remained  in  the 
ehfst,  oetng  26,320.67.72  dollars,  without  making  any  deduction  for  the 
aforesaid  grant  of  404.41  dollars :  that  in  March  last,  Congress  resolved  to 
allow  him  the  loss  aforesaid,  but  that  1401.32-72  dollars  being  then  mistak- 
en for  1896J^d-72  dollars,  he  was  deprived  of  the  ^nt  aforesud  made  in 
July  last,  being  494.4 1  dollars,  which  is  now  due  to  him ;  and  therefore  that  a 
warrant  should  issue  on  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in 
fsTonr  of  James  Warren,  esq.  late  pay-master  general,  for  494.41  dollars* 
Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid,  and  warrant  issue  accordingly. 
Ordered,  That  3765  j  dollars,  be  advanced  to  Jacob  Moon,  pay-master  to 
the  14th  battalion  of  Virginia  forces,  for  the  use  of  the  said  battalion;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion; Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tnat  Mr.  Wairren,  speaker  of  die  assembly  of  Massachusetts* 
Bay,  be  informed,  that  soldiers  under  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  his 
letter  of  the  2d  instant,  be  allowed  mileage  as  militia  returning  home :  that 
Congress  have  aUowed  no  compensation  to  any  persons  for  losses  they  may 
have  sustained  by  the  enemy,  and  that  it  is  recommended  to  the  legislatures 
of  ^e  diflferent  states,  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  26th  day  of  Au- 
MSt,  1776,  to  make  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  disabled  wounded  sol* 
diersp  belonging  to  tneir  respective  states,  and  to  keep  a  regular  account  of 
the  expense  attending  the  same,  that,  at  a  future  day,  the  continent  may  be 
charged  therewith: 

T&t  a  letter  be  written  to  Mr.  President  M'Kialey,  acquainting  him  that 
Congress  are  hiehly  pleased  with  the  spirit  and  alacrity  of  the  militia  of 
Delaware  as  set  lorth  in  his  excellency's  letter,  and  depend  upon  their  cbeer- 
fnllj  turning  out  when  it  shall  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, of  which  Congress  will  give  them  the  earliest  notice. 

Begoived,  That  the  eeneral,  or  commander  in  chief,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  baTe  full  power  of  pardonine  or  mitigating  any  of  the  punishments  or- 
dered to  be  inflicted  for  any  of  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  rules  and  ar- 
ticles for  the  better  government  of  the  troops,  raised  or  to  be  raised  and  kept 
in  pay  by,  and  at  the  expense  of,  the  Untfea  States  of  America ;  the  4th  ar«> 
tlc^  resolved  in  Congress  the  14th  day  of  April  last,  notwithstanding. 

Meaolved,  That  for  the  future,  there  be  only  one  chaplain  allowed  in  each 
brieade  of  the  army,  and  that  such  chaplain  be  appoints  by  Congress : 

Tliat  each  brigade  chaplain  be  allowed  the  same  pay,  rations,  and  forage 
allowed  to  a  colonel  in  the  said  corps : 

Xhat  each  brigadier-general  be  requested  to  nominate  and  recommend  to 
CoUg*'^^'  ^  proper  person  for  chaplain  to  his  brigade ;  and  that  they  re- 
commend none  out  such  as  are  clergymen  of  experience,  and  established 
public  character  for  piety,  virtue  and  learning. 

Kesolvtd,  That  henceforward,  no  servant,  employed  by  any  person  or  per- 
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sons  in  casting  caDoon  or  shot  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  or  aujof 
them,  shall  be  inlisted  intO'the  coottD.ental  army. 

Remdved,  That  a  copy  of  that  part  of  general  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  26th 
inst.  which  relates  to  the  raising  one  or  more  troops  of  light-horse  in  the  ▼!- 
cinity  of  Albany,  be  referred  to  general  Wastiington. 

Resolved^  That  captain  Stevens,  of  the  artillery>  have  a  brevet  of  major; 
he  having  had  that  rank  before  his  present  appointment  as  a  captain,  and  be- 
ing a  woraiy,  rood  officer,  as  g;en.  Schuyler  represents. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  that  paragraph  of  general  Schuyler's  letter  wbich 
relates  to  the  payment  of  the  army  by  abstract,  be  referred  to  tbe  board  of 
treasury. 

Resolved,  That  if  general  Gates,  before  general  Schuyler's  arrival  at  Al- 
bany, shall  have  appointed  a  deputy  ac^utant-general,  and  deputy  judge- 
advocate  for  the  northern  army,  the  said  appointments  be  confirmed  ;  if  not, 
that  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  make  these  appointments. 

Reived,  That  the  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  be  directed  to  transmit 
to  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  such  In- 
dian intelligence  as  shall  be  received,  and  copies  of  all  treaties  made  with 
tbe  Indians  in  the  middle  department. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  fill  up  the  commissbos 
for  colonel  Livingston's  regiment,  agreeable  to  the  ranks  the  officers  it- 
spectively  hold  in  the  said  regiment. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  assistant  deputy  pay-master  general  in  t2» 
northern  army,  be  raised  to  45  dollars  per  month. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  concerning  a  complaint  made  by  the  Indians,  report,  **  lliat 
they  have  conferred  with  the  said  committee,  by  whom  they  were  inform- 
ed, that  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  haye  seat- 
ed themselves  upon  lands  belonging  to  the  Indians,  without  tlieir  leave  oc 
any  authority  from  the  state ;  and  £at  the  Indians  are  very  uneasy  on  ac- 
count of  such  intrusion :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  executive  power,  or  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  ou^t 
to  take  proper  measures  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  said  Indians,  by  aasunng 
them,  that  they  shall  have  full  satisfaction,  either  by  the  removal  of  ^e  in- 
truders, or  by  allowing  them  an  adequate  consideration  for  the  soil,  at*  the 
option  of  the  Indians. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  fore^ing  report  and  resolve  be  transmitted 
to  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  Thomas  Dewit,  for  board  of  sundry  prisoners  in  the 
fl;aol  of  Baltimore,  and  for  fire-wood,  candles,  &c.  from  the  19th  of  Decem- 
ber to  Sd  March,  333,39  dollars : 

To  the  rev.  Robert  M'Murdie,  for  his  services  as  chaplain  for  one  monih 

and  one  day,  in  colonel  Watt's  battalion  of  the  flying-camp,  34.40  dollars : 

To  Georse  6raeff,to  be  paid  to  William  Govet,for  pay  aue  to  pigrt  of  his 

company  of  colonel  Cunningham's  battalion  of  Lancaster  cbunty  fljins- 

camp,  from  the  10th  of  December  to  the  1st  January,  114.82  dollars : 

To  captain  Hand's  company  of  colonel  Lawrence's  battalion  of  fij-ine- 
camp,  for  the  balance  of  subsistence  due  on  his  pay-rolls,  86.41  doUaxv  i 

To  the  reverend  James  Caldwell,  for  the  services  of  a  company  of  li^t- 
horse  of  Essex  county,  in  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  commanded  by  catptmia 
Jacob  Wynans,  their  horse-hire  and  expenses,  48r3.54  dollars : 
Orderedj  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  refen'ed,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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WEDNESDAY,  May  28,  1777. 


Orders,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office 
for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  James  Neilson,  or  order  for  the 
Mmofl5.333J»4  dollars ;  the  same  being  in  full  of  abill  of  exchange  drawa 
by  Levmu*  Clarkson  and  John  Dorsius,  on  Robert  Morris,  esq.  dated  at 
Charleston.  Soutii-Carolink.  March  £9th,  1777 ;  and  that  the  same  be  chanted 
to  the  account  of  the  secret  committee.  ° 

Resolvtd,  That  50  blank  commissions  be  sent  to -the  state  of  Georjria.  for 
filling  OD  vacancies  in  the  several  battalions  of  foot,  the  regiment  of  ran^rs, 
*"4u*'?M  I  """P*?"«*  "  *»*  ^«?te  kept  up  at  tiie  continental  expenw  : 
r  ^  «*"*  commissions  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina, 
for  the  officers  of  the  continental  battolions  from  that  state,  on  their  march 
to  bead -quarters. 

Ordered,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  North-Caro. 

Iioa,  for  tlie  use  of  that  state ;  which  is  to  be  accountable. 
A  letter,  of  the  27  th,  from  Dr.  B.  Rush,  was  read :  * 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 
A  memorial  from  David  Forman  and  William  Harrison,  was  read  • 
Ordered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  ' 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  committee  on 

the  commissarv's  department ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 
Besolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to- 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  =  r     r 

THURSDAY.  May  29. 1777. 
A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Morj-istown,  with  one 
enclosed  from  general  Howe  j  a  letter,  of  this  day.  from  Joseph  Trumbull 

^^^.X^}^r::^'r'  "'"•'*'*•  '™"'  '•*"  I— ce,judge-"aS: 

w;S^'be^et?r:d'nir;r^^^^^^        '"^  ***  ^""»  ^^^^ 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Boultcn,  Anthony  Gilchrist,  and  John  Jordun 
pruonerB,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read :  •'oraan. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
Hesolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  form  an  P«*;tn«*-.    p 
AetiBmber  of  teams  which  will  be  n^uisiteTconvey  theTecesLt^^^^^^^ 
«OBs  ^r  the  use  of  the  army,  under  the  commaml  of  general  WasLK 
lo  Mch  quantities  that  the  said  army  may  be  well  supplied ;  and  that  the 
co»aii«i.ry.general  lajr  before  the  said  committee,  a  particular  state  of  5l 
the  magazines  of  provisions  already  laid  up,  specifving  the  quantity  and  n„« 
litr  of  the  respective  species  of  provisioils  iS  each  mVCinZthe  nE 
where  such  magazines  are  formed :  piaces 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Burke. 
Resolved,  Fhat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  wifli  \i^ 
JtT  to  him^""'^"' '•''''  letter  to  CongresTand  ge^Teral  wLE^JJjj 
The  meml^rs  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith 
Baolved,  fliat  no  persons,  horses,  or  carriages  going  to  the  army  With 
,rovi,9ion8.  and  returning  from  thence.be  pressedlponany  pretence  whKr 

y?r«>Z»«f,  That  colonel  Harrison's  regiment  of  artillery  be  ordered  from 
?ir«inia  to  head  quarters,  agreeably  to  general  Washington»s  request 
Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  return  to  the  board  of  treasur^^certificates 


144  JOURNALS  OP  CONGBESS,  ITTT. 


of  the  names  and  qualificationa  of  the  penions  who  are  or  shall  be  appointed 
inspectors  or  signers  of  the  bills  of  credit,  directed  to  be  emitted  bj  m  re- 
solution  of  Congress,  passed  the  20th  instant. 

A  petition  from  AbuUher  Rhoades,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.. 

Mr.  P.  Livingston,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Dier,  three  of  the  doI^Mcs  from 
the  state  of  New-York,  laid  before  Congress  credentials  of  a  new  appwDt- 
ment  made  by  their  state,  which  are  as  follows : 

**In  Cokvektion  ov  the  Rephesbntativbs  of  the  Stats  or  New*Tqu, 

Kingstim,  JtUuf  Id,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  five  delegates  be  elected  by  ballot  to  represent  thh  Mat 
in  Confess,  until  die  legislature  of  this  state  shall,  at  their  first  meetiif, 
make  further  provision ;  that  three  at  least  of  the  said  delegates  shall  stat- 
edly attend ;  and  that  any  two  or  more  of  them  so  attending,  be  a  qnonmi, 
and  enabled  to  represent  andnve  the  vote  of  this  state  in  Congress.  The 
ballots  of  tlie  several  counties  being  taken  and  told,  it  appears,  mat  the  hoa. 
Philip  Schuyler,  Philip  Livinsston,  James  Duane,  William  Duer,  ant)  Gou* 
vemeur  Morris,  esqrs.  were  duly  elected  to  be  the  said  del^ates.  There- 
upon, Resolved,  That  the  gentlemen  abovenamed,  be  the  present  delentes 
or  this  state  in  Congress ;  and  that  the  said  deles;ates  do,  from  time  to  time, 
give  their  attendance  in  Congress,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  council  of 
safety  of  this  state.  Resolved,  That  the  nianks  of  the  representatives  of 
this  state  in  convention,  be  given  to  Philip  Livingston,  James  Duane,  Jvka 
Jay,  William  Flovd,  Henry  Wisner,  Philip  Schuyler,  George  Clinton,  Leins 
Morris,  Francis  Lewis,  and  Robert  R.  Livingston,  jun.  esqrs.  delegates  ef 
this  state,  in  the  honorable  the  Continental  Congress,  for  their  Ions  and  faith- 
ful  services  rendered  to  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  to  the  saia  state. 
Extraot  from  the  minuter, 

PIERRE  VAN  CORTLANDT.  FieePrendimi. 
Attest,  JOHN  M«RES$ON,  Secretary.'* 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addreas  to  the  inhabitants  of  ^ke 
United  States,  reported  a  draugnt,.  which  was  read* 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commissary -ceneral,  reported, 
^That  they  have  haa  a  conference  with  him,  and  receivea  from  him  an  ac* 
count  of  the  salted  provisions  laid  up  in  magazines  for  die  supplj  of  the 
army;  that  the  reason  of  the  present  appearance  of  an  immediate  want^htf 
arisen  from  the  stores,  laid  up  at  Lebanon,  being  removed  to  Carlisle,  aid 
those  in  this  city  to  Lanca^r,  as  it  is  said  by  order  of  Congress,  withsat 
leaving  a  sufficient  quantity  for  the  present  supply  of  the  aqny ;  but  tkat 
effectual  measures* are  taking  to  remedy  any  inconveaiencies  arising  irsai 
the  measure : 

That  Mr.  Commissary  proposes  to  repair  to  head-quarters  without  daisy*. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissary  general  enquire  particttlarly  into  tkfti»- 
movai  of  the  provisions  from  Lebanon,  there  huaving  been  only  40  barrela  af 
beef  and  40  barrels  of  pork  ordered  by  Congress  from  Uiat  mag^aine  Is 
Csrlisle. 

Ordered^  That  SOO  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Charles-  Fleming*  af 
the  7th  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  use  of  the  said  oattalion. 

Orderedj  That  3700  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Holt  Richardson,  far 
the  use  of  the  15th  battalion  of  Virginia  forces,  and  chaiged  to  tlie  ar^ywMt 
of  the  said  battalion. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  commissarjH 
department ;  and,  after  debate  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  tliereof  be  pos^ned  till  to* 
marrow. 
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The  several  mattRrs  to  this  day  referred,  being  postpooed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  May  30,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  geoeral  Washington,  at  Middlebrook ;  one,  of 
Ike  same  date,  from  Lewis  Morris,  aid-de-camp  to  ^neral  Sulliyan,  at 
Prioceton ;  and  one,  of  the  same  date,  from  governor  Livingston,  at  Haddon- 
field,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  I^wis  Morris  be  sent  to  the  su- 
preme execotive  conncil  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  the  letter 
from  governor  Livingston  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Bemhed,  That  blank  commissions  be  sent  to  general  Washington,  for  th6 

Freoch  officers  lately  arrived  in  the  Amphitrite,  to  be  fille<l  up  agreeable  to 

a  list  to  be  forwarded  to  him  by  the  committee;  the  rank  of  each  class  of 

the  said  officers  to  be  settled  by  the  date  of  their  commissions  from  the  khig 

of  France. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  commissary'* 
dcMrtment ;  and,  several  amendments  being  made, 

Hesolvedf  That  it  be  re -committed  in  order  that  it  may  be  accommodated 
to  the  amendments  made. 

A  letter,  of  this  da^,  from  Thomas  Wharton,  esq.  president  of  the  su- 
preme execotive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  'rhat  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  at  Baltimore,  for  25,000 
dollars,  in  favor  of  colonel  Moylan,  for  the  use  of  his  regiment ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Ordered,  That  colonel  Moylan  lay  before  the  board  of  war,  a  particular 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  raining  and  equipping  one  troop  of  light-horse ; 
aad,  before  the  board  of  treasury ,^an  account  ot  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
already  advanced  to  him. 

Ihe  committee  on  the  treasury  reported, 

That  there  is  due  to  George  Gilbert,  seijeani  in  captain  Krumrun's  com* 
ptay  of  lieotenant-colonel  Dean's  battalion,  who  was  taken  prisoner  the  17th 
September,  and  for  mileage,  21.54  dollars : 

fo  Christian  Wirtz,  for  rations  he  supplied  sundry  battalions  of  militia  at 
Lancaster,  on  their  march  to  the  city,  in  December  and  January  last,  386.72 
dollars: 

To  captain  Daniel  Dorsey,  of  colonel  Hall's  regiment  of  Maryland  forces, 
for  the  subsistence  of  his  company,  930.64  dollars : 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  Robert  Jewell,  in  part  payment  of  his 
account  fbr  the  maintenance  of  state  prisoners  in  the  new  jail  of  this  city^ 
1000  dollars ; 

That  a  warrant  for  133.30  dollars  should  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  in  fa- 
vor of  John  Ommenseller,  for  the  payment  of  a  light- wagon,  which  was  pressed 
at  Baltimore,  last  winter,  to  bring  money  to  this  place,  and  not  returned  to 
kirn,  it  iMog  employed  in  the  service  of  the  states,  and  now  remains  with  the 
vi^n-master  general  in  this  city : 

To  the  field  officers  and  three  others  of  the  2d  battalion  of  Chester  county 
militia,  commanded  by  colonel  Hockley,  and  to  be  paid  to  him  for  sundry  ra- 
tions, as  per  their  account,  37.70  dollars : 

To  the  five  McDonalds,  who  are  prisoners  at  Reading,  for  their  and  their- 
fitrvants'  allowance,  from  12th  March  to  4di  June,  156  dollars* 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  and  sums  be  paid . 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  wa9  read : 
Vol  IL  19 
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Ordered,  To  Ke  on  the  table. 

The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Mif  31,  1777. 

William  Ellerj  and  Henrj  Marchant,  esqrs.  delegates  frota  ike  simte  of 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  attended  and  produced  tlie  cre- 
dentials of  their  appointment,  which  were  read,  and  are  as  follows : 

"  By  the  honorable  Nicholas  Cook,  es^.  governor,  captaia-geoenl, 
commander  in  chief  of  and  over  the  state  of  Rho€le -Island  tod 
'  C^*  ^]     Providence-Plantations :   To  William  Ellerj,  es^.  greeting}-- 
Whereas,  bj  the  free  vote  of  the  freemen  of  t|ie  said  state  oa  ft« 
first  Wednesday  of  May  instant,  jou,  the  fmd  William  EUeiy* 
was  elected  a  delegate  to  represent  the  said  state  for  one  year  in  the  geaeial 
Confess  of  delegates  from  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America,  now  ut- 
ting  in  Philadel|mia,  or  wherever  the  same  may  sit :  I  do,  tlierefbre,  in  ibe 
name  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  said  state,  hereby  authorize,  em- 
power, andcommissionate  you,  the  said  William  Eliery,  in  conjanction  with 
the  other  delefi;ate8  that  are  or  may  be  elected  delegates  of  the  said  state,  or 
ssparately  and  alone,  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  the  necessary  absence  of  ifae 
otner  delegates  of  said  state,  to  represent  the  said  state  in  the  said  genenl 
Congress;  and,  in  behalf  thereof,  to  join  with  the  delegates  from  the  etWr 
atates,  or  tiie  major  part  of  them,  in  all  such  measures  as  shall  be  thought  best 
for  promoting  the  defence  and  welfare  of  the  said  United  States,  agreealile 
to  the  instructions  given,  or  that  may  be  g^ven,  you  by  the  general  assembly. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  state,  at  Providence,  this 
7th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  handred 
and  seventy*seven. 

NICHOLAS  COOK. 
By  his  honor's  command,  HENRY  WARD,  Secretmy.'^ 

The  commission  to  Henry  Marchant  was  of  the  same  tenor  and  date. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  commissaryH  de- 
partment ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Resolved^  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  June  2,  1777. 

Nicholas  Vandyke,  esq.  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Delaware,  attmdcd, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Two  letters,  of  the  3l8t  May,  from  general  Washington,  at  Middlebi«ak, 
vrith  sundry  papers  enclosed ;  one,  of  the  same  date,  from  general  SnlKvaa, 
at  Princeton,  to  general  Arnold ;  one,  of  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  fraB 
general  Gates,  at  Albany,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed;  one,  of  the  irth  rf 
May,  from  general  Heath,  at  Boston,  with  the  proceedings  of  a  covrt- 
martial  on  Peter  Hckman  Fry,  a  soldier;  one,  of  the  15th,  Srom  Mbns.  dm 
Coudray ;  and  one,  of  the  same  date,  from  Jeremiah  Powel,  president  of  die 
council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed ;  also,  a  memo- 
tial  from  Archibald  Allen  and  Ronald  M'Donald,  at  Reading,  were  resd  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  J.  Powel  be  referred  to  the  marine  com* 
mittee ;  and  that  the  other  letters,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war« 

Ordered,  That  extracts  from  the  intelligence  received,  so  far  as  it  respects 
the  enemy's  designs  against  Philadelphia,  be  transmitted  by  the  delegates  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  to  the  executive  power  of  their  respective  states : 
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Tkmt  die  coiBmiuiditi^  officer  at  Phiiailelphia  be  directed  to  send  a  muster* 
master  to  master  the  militia  at  Bristol,  and  make  a  return  to  Congress. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  commissary's 
department ;  and*  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  and  sundry  amendments 
made. 

Btiolv^,  That  the  said  report  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  Margaret  Holmes,  for  4£  meals  supplied  the  militia, 
4.18  dollars : 

To  William  Shaw,  for  his  account  for  thirty  powder  barrels,  cooperage, 
&c.  64^6  dollars. 

Ordtrti,  That  tbe  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Mr.  Burke,  the  delegate  attending  (or  North*Carolina,  liud  before  Con- 
gress credentialB  of  the  appointment  of  <lelegates  from  that  state,  which  were 
read,  as  foUows : 

"  State  of  North-Carolina. 

"  To  Thomas  Burke,  John  Penn,  and  Cornelius  Harnett,  esqs.  greeting: 
Whereas  the  general  assembly  hath  elected  you  delegates  to  attend  the  Con^ 
gress  of  the  United  States :  these  are,  therefore,  to  commissionate,  authorize, 
and  empower  you,  the  said  Thomas  Burke,  John  Penn,  and  Cornelius  Har- 
nett, to  attencl  the  said  Coogress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  behalf 
of  this  state,  until  such  time  as  the  general  assembly  shall  direct  otherwise  ; 
and  you  are  hereby  invested  with  such  powers  as  may  make  any  act  done  by 
you,  or  any  of  you,  or  consent  given  in  the  said  Congress,  in  behalf  of  this 
state,  obligatory  on  every  inhabitant  thereof.  Witness,  Richard  Caswell, 
esq.  governor,  captain-general,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  said  state, 
under  his  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  atNewbem,  the  4th  day  of  May,  Anno  Do- 
mini, 1777 i  and  in  the  first  year  of  the  independence  of  this  state. 

RICHARD  CASWELL. 
By  his  excellency's  command,        JS.  GLASGOW,  Secretary.^ 

A  memorial  from  Jacob  Fauntz  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
"Whereupon, 

/Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
and  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia,  ac(|uainting  them,  that  Con- 
gress have  received  information,  that  general  Lee  is  treated  by  general  Howe 
with  kindness,  eenerosity  and  tenderness,  and  desiring  the  former  to  treat 
colonel  Campbell,  and  the  latter  to  treat  the  five  Hessian  officers,  with  kind- 
ness, eenerosity,  and  tenderness,  consistent  with  the  confinement  and  safe- 
custody  of  their  persons. 

Ordered,  That  twenty  copies  of  the  volume  of  journals  be  delivered  to 
the  dele^tes  of  each  state,  for  the  use  of  their  respective  states ;  and  that 
the  remainder  of  the  700,  which  Congress  have  agreed  to  take,  be  lodged 
io  tbe  secretary's  office,  for  the  use  of  members. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  June  3,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th  February  last,  from  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Silas 
Oeane,  esqrs.  and  one,  of  the  £7^  November,  last,  from  Silas  Deane,  esq. 
>j  Monsieur  du  Coudray,  were  read : 

Orderedj  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  applications. 
A  memorial  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  was  read,  setting  forth,  «  That  he 
Mud  many  of  the  officers  who  served  in  Canada  the  last  campaign,  their 
-rations  and  back  allowances  while  in  Canada,  at  the  rate  of  one  shil. 
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ling,  lawfu!  money ;  and  from,  and  after  their  return  to  Ticoaderoga,  to  tke 
irSi  September,  1776,  at  the  rate  of  seven  pence  balf-pennj,  like  mooejr, 
per  ration  ;  and  thought  himself  justified  therein  bj  the  direction  of  Messn. 
Cljmer  and  Stockton,  the  committee  fur  regulating  the  affittrs  in  the  Bortih 
em  department,  when  at  Ticonderoga,  in  October  last :  that,  to  his  great  sir- 

Srize,  the  commissioners  pf  accounts,  in  that  department,  refused  to  allow 
le  same  in  his  accounts." 

Congress,  takins;  the  same  into  conmderation,  and  it  appearing,  fron 
a  certificate  of  major-^neral  St.  Clair,  dated  the  15th  May,  that  tne  omi- 
missioners,  when  at  Ticondero^  in  October  last,  settled  the  extra-ratioDS 
due  .to  the  officers  in  the  following  manner,  vix.  from  the  time  they  left  Ti- 
conderoga to  so  into  Canada,  until  thej  returned  to  Crown-Point,  at  ose 
shilling,  lawful  money,  per  ration ;  from  that  time,  to  the  17th  September 
following,  at  seven  pence  half-penny,  like  money ;  and  afterwards  at  8-90dB 
of  a  dollar  per  ration ;  and  that  the  commissaries  were  ordered  and  did  ptj 
accordingly;  thereupon, 

Resoiveit  That  the  commissioners  for  settling  accounts  in  the  nortben 
department,  be  directed  to  allow  and  pass  the  commissary's  accounts,  agree- 
able to  the  said  settlement. 

Resolvtdt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  lad 
means  for  supplying  the  United  States  with  salt : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Frost 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  last  article  in  the  report  from 
the  board  of  war  of  the  2Sd  May,  respecting  the  rank  of  officers ;  and,  a  new 
motion  on  that  subject  being  made. 

Resolved^  That  the  report,  with  the  motion,  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and 
means  of  supplying  the  army  with  shoes,  hats  and  shirts : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 

Resolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  furnish  the  supreoie  ex- 
ecutive council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  with  such  arms  as  ma^  be  ne* 
cessary  for  the  use  of  such  of  their  militia  as  are  now  called  into  service,  and 
which  cannot  be  otherwise  supplied ;  and  that  it  be  strongly  recommended 
to  the  said  council,  to  make  use  of  the  most  effectual  means,  that  the  ams, 
80  furnished,  may  be  returned  to  the  commissary -general  of  military  stores, 
or  to  one  of  his  cfeputies. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  Aebotfd 
of  war  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  empky 
some  skilful  persons  to  view  the  works  and  detences  erected  at,  and  acir 
Billingsport,  and  report  their  opinion,  whether  these  works  ought  to  be 
pleted  or  demolished : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr.  Middleton. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  laid  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  < 
mittee  of  the  whole  house  of  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  resolutioii  el 
the  house  thereon,  which  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Thursday  next. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  on  the  commissaijH 
department,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  aad, 
after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  4,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  and  one,  of  the  Sd,  from  general  Sullivan,  at  Priace- 
tyn,  were  read ;  also,  a  letter  of  the  14th  April,  from  J.  RuUedge,  presideBt 
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of  the  coancil  of  South-Carolina,  advising,  <*  That  colonel  William  Ken- 
Bon,  in  consequence  of  a  settlement  of  his  account  against  the  continent,  so 
fitf  as  it  has  been  liquidated  by  him,  the  said  J.  Rutledge,  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolTe  of  Conffress,  has  drawn  ten  bills  of  exchange,  all  ot  the  date  of 
tbb  letter,  from  No.  27,  to  No.  36,  both  inclusive,  for  500  dollars  each,  on 
the  cootincntal  treasury,  in  favor  of  David  Flowers.^'  At  the  same  time 
was  presented  for  payment,  one  of  the  said  bills,  being  the  first  of  the  set.  No. 
^;  Wherenpon, 
Oriered,  Thatthe  said  bill  be  paid. 

The  coounittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  state  of  North - 
Carolina,  af  the  2Sd  December  last,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying 
the  same,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Where- 
upon. 

JUmthed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to 
order  diligent  enquiry  to  be  made  concerning  the  matter  complained  of  in 
the  said  memorial ;  and,  unless  the  master  and  owners  of  the  privateer, 
mentioned  in  the  said  memorial,  can  shew  oood  and  sufficient  cause  to  the 
contrary,  to  order  full  restitution  to  be  made,  and  the  offenders  to  be  pun- 
ished for  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  our  fellow -citizens,  and  of  the  laws 
of  nations ;  and  to  report  to  Congress  the  proceedings  which  shall  be  had  in 
the  premises. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Mifflin,  was  read,  wherein  he  informs, 
that,  "  since  the  last  order  of  Congress  for  him  to  remain  in  Philadelphia,  he 
has  received  a  letter  from  general  *  Washington,  wherein  the  general  ex- 
presses an  anxious  desire  to liave  the  heads  oTthe  several  denartments  in  the 
field  with  him ;"  and,  therefore,  desires  the  further  orders  otCongress ;  con- 
cluding, **  If  Congress  have  no  interesting  business  for  him  in  Philadelphia, 
he  would  be  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  joining  the  army,  agreeable  to 
the  generarsletter.'' 

RemUvedj  That  general  Mifflin  have  leave  to  repair,  immediately,  to  head- 
quarters. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  gen.  Sullivan  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  accounts,  the 
anditor-seneral  reports. 

That  roere  is  due  to  Adam  Eichelbeiger,  for  victualling  sundry  troops 
and  ferriage,  17.63  dollars : 
To  Frederick  Curtis,  for  victualling  sundry  troops,  3.42  dollars : 
To  Thomas  Smith,  for  sundry  necessaries  supplied  the  sick  troops  of  the 
Stli  and  6th  Virginia  regiments,  at  Wilmington,  181.89  dollars : 
Ordered,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  foreign  affairs; 
and»  nfter  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  tliat  the  committee  have  had  under  cousidera* 
tion  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  de- 
sire leave  to  sit  again. 

Megolvedf  That  Conmsss,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
die  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  state  of  foreign  affairs. 

l^bereas,^neral  Howe  has,  by  offers  of  reward,  endeavoured  to  induce 
the  soldiers  of  the  United  States  to  desert  and  go  over  to  him ; 

Jiesolvedj  That  general  Washington  be  empowered  to  offer  such  rewards 
lis  lie  shall  judge  proper,  to  deserters  from  the  enemy,  whether  horse  or 
foot,  encouraging  them,  by  suitable  offers,  to  bring  with  them  their  arms  and 


The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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THURSDAY,  June  i>.   1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  ^  from  gen.  Washiagton,  at  Middlebrook,  enclotiif  a 
letter  of  the  30th  Mar,  from  gen.  Gates,  at  Albany,  aad  one,  of  the  27tk  if 
the  same  month,  fromgen.  Poor,  at  Ticonderoga»  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  io  a  report,  which  was  taken  iato  coAMdentisi; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  clause  in  general  Gates's  letter,  relative  to  montj^iw 
referred  to  the  board  of  treasury : 

'Fhat  the  state  of  the  military  chest  in  the  northern  department^  mloBS- 
mittod  by  general  Grates,  in  his  letter  of  the  ^th  ef  last  monitk,  be  nfcncd 
to  the  board  of  treasury : 

That  Abraham  Rhoades  have  a  pass  to  go  to  governor  Trumbull,  bj  the  vij 
of  Easton  and  Sussex  court-house;  and  that  it  be  left  togOTemM*  Tun- 
bull's  discretion,  whether,  or  not,  the  said  Abraham  Rondes  shall  be  pernt- 
ted  to  eo  to  Long-Island,  as  he  re<}ue8ts  in  his  petition  to  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  the  farther  consideration  of  me  report  be  pos^xmed. 

Ordered,  That  R.  H.  Lee  have  leave  of  absenee,  bit  heaitk  and  printe 
aflaifs  requiring  his  return  to  yii|^inia. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  Vandyke,  be  iiitd 
to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  bri^ier-general  'Coiiway,  to  the  Pennsyki- 
nia  board  of  war;  also,  a  memonal  from  J.  Meafte»  were  readt 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the-  board  of  war. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postpottod. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  June  6,   1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  and  one,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Waahingtoo,  at 
Middlebrook,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  ef  the  board  of  war  of 
tte  29th  May  last ;  Whereupon, 

Raolved,  rhat  Congress  approve  general  Washington's  conduct  as  to  the 
cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  of  the  reasoning  contaioed  in  his 
letter  of  the  9th  Ma^,  making  no  doubt  of  the  facts,  upon  which  kia  argi- 
ments  are  founded,  being  duly  ascertained;  and,  that  the  general  be  infoni- 
ed  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congress,  that  he  strictly  adhere  to  the  principles 
contained  in  said  letter. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  jud^ -advocate  in  the  northern  army,  and  tlie 
deputy  judge-advocate  of  the  division  of  the  anny  now  at  Peek's-KiiU  be 
allowed  the  rank,  pay,  and  rations  of  captains. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conatdeimtiM ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  r«A|ueKted  to  canse  a  retora  to  bt 
made  of  all  regimental  chaplains  already  appointed  in  the  anny^  and  tnas- 
mit  the  same  to  Congress : 

That  a  commission  be  granted  to  Elias  Boudinot,  esq*  as  commiaBarj* 

Eneral  of  prisoners  ;  the  said  commission  to  be  dat^  the  15th  day  of  May 
it,  and  Mr.  Boudinot  to  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  colonel : 
That  Elias  Boudinot,  commissary ^neraf  of  prisoners,  be  empowered  to 
appoint  two  deputy  commissaries  of  prisoners;  the  said  deputies  to  be  al* 
lowed  the  pay  and  rations  of  majors. 
A  petition  from  James  Mosen,  a  soldier,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  accounts;  tke 
auditor-general  reports. 
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That  there  i»  due  to  Robert  Patton,  for  his  attendance  on  Congress,  as 
door-keeper,  from  20th  February,  to  the  4th  June,  being  104  dajs,  138-60 
dollars : 

To  captain  Kern's  company  of  colonel  Rachlein's  battalion  of  the  flying- 
camp,  for  sandry  gans,  blankets,  pouches,  and  powder-horns,  lost  on  Long- 
Island  and  at  Fort- Washington,  being  the  property  of  the  8oldier8,^6lS.87 
dollars: 

To  Christian  Wirtz,  for  his  pay  as  commissary,  and  for  his  rations  for 
one  month  and  one  day,  Sr.l8  dollars,  he  having  served  the  militia  on  their 
march,  with  provisions  at  Lancaster: 

To  ^le  field-officers  of  the  4th  battalion  of  Berks  county  militia,  com- 
manded by  lieutenant-colonel  Conrad  Shaelfer,  for  the  balance  of  pay, 
725.15  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  lieutenant-colonel  C.Shaeffer: 

To  captain  John  Patton,  of  col.  Potter's  battalion  of  Lancaster  county 
lAHitia,  for  the  mileage  of  hns  company,  and  for  a  difl^rence  of  pay  to  those 
who  were  advanced,  from  Serjeants  and  privates,  to  officers,  Serjeants  and 
comrals,  148.56  dollars : 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  Nicholas  George  Moeballe,  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the 
seven  United  States  of  Holland,  was  read,  praying  Congress  to  grant  him  a 
commission  of  lieutenant-colouel  in  the  service  of  the  tmited  States  ;  or,  if 
they  do  not  think  fit  to  grant  that  request,  then  to  grant  him  a  certificate, 
setting  forth,  that  he  did  apply  and  offer  his  service,  and  that  it  was  not  ow- 
ing to  any  fault  or  bad  conduct  in  him,  that  Congress  did  not  think  it  expe- 
dient to  employ  himl 

Ordered,  That  such  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him. 
A  mption  being  made  respecting  prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to 
take  noder  consideration  the  whole  matter  of  the  exchange  and  treatment  of 
prisoners,  and  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  desjMttch. 

Rfsolvedt  That  the  secret  committee  and  the  marine  committee  be,  and 
^y  are  hereby,  directed  to  lay  before  Congress,  an  account  of  their  proceed- 
inss,  and  of  the  public  money  by  them  expended  : 

That  the  secret  committee,  without  delay,  order  the  agents,  by  them  em- 
ployed in  the  diffisrent  states,  to  make  np,  and  lay  their  accounts  before 
ihem  ;  and  that  the  said  agents  lodge  with  the  said  committee,  vouchers  for 
the  expeoditare  of  the  public  money  entrusted  to  their  care ;  distinguishing 
exact!  J,  what  commodities  have  been  shipped,  with  the  bills  of  lading,  and 
what  remains  on  hand,  with  an  account  of  the  places  where  the  same  are 
stored  ;  and  that  the  said  committee  lay  the  same  before  Congress : 

That  the  marine  committee,  without  delay,  order  the  agents,  by  them 
enploy^,  in  the  different  states,  to  make  up  and  lay  their  accounts  before 
thein,  and  that  the  said  committee  lay  the  same  before  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  any  five  members  of  the  marine  committee  be  empowered 
to  form  a  board  and  proceed  to  business. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  departments  proceed  on  the  business 
irontmitted  to  them,  and  report  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ordered^  That  8000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Littlebury  Mason,  pay-master 
>f  the  15th  battalion  of  Virginia  forces,  commanded  by  col.  D.  Mason^  for 
iie  use  of  the  said  battalion  : 

lliat  a  warrant  for  200,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  in  favor 
>r  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  deputy  pay-master 
^neral,  ^or  the  use  of  the  northern  army. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  accounts,  the 
Luditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Henry  Wynkoop,  esq.  for  board  and  nursing  lieut. 
^imon  Wilmot,  of  the  16th  i-egiment  of  Queen's  light*dragoons,  who  was 
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wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  Princeton,  3d  January  last,  for  nine  wetkf 
and  two  days,  at  two  dollars  a  week,  20.51  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treasury  reported. 

That  a  warrant  should  be  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  cootinenial 
treasurer,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-g^ 
neral,  for  which  he  is  to  account: 

That  Mr.  Govett,  the  assistant  auditor,,hath  exhibited  his  account  to  then 
against  the  United  States,  in  which  he  charges  his  salary  from  29th  of  Jo]/  to 
14th  December,  1776,  four  months  and  seventeen  days,  at  £  200  per  aaonB, 
amounting  to  202.56  dollars,  of  which  he  hath  received  200  dollars;  and 
that  there  was  due  to  him  on  the  14th  of  December,  2.56  dollars ;  thatke 
prays  a  farther  allowance  from  that  time ;  and  the  board  are  of  opinioA, 
be  should  receive  three  dollars  a  day,  which,  to  the  29th  of  April  last,  be- 
ing  135  days,  at  three  dollars  a  day,  amounts  to  405  dollars;  the  whale 
amounting  to  407.56  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  warrant  be  drawn,  and  that  die  above  balance  of 
407.56  dollars,  be  paid  to  Mr.  Govett. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  June  7,  1777. 

Ordered^  That  400  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John  Hunter,  and  charged 
to  the  account  of  W.  Palfrey  esq.  pay-master  eeneral,  the  same  being  in  rail 
of  a  bill  in  his  favor«  drawn  by  tne  said  W.  Palfrey,  dated  at  Morristonn, 
21  St  May,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th  May,  from  W.  Aylett,  at  Smithfield;  one,  of  tins 
day,  from  Archibald  M*  Donald;  one,  of  the  2d,  from  Henry  Fisher  and  W. 
Perry,  with  a  muster-roll  of  the  independent  company  raised  at  Lewis,  and 
a  petition  from  George  Hawk,  keeper  of  a  ferry  on  Delaware,  opposite  to 
Eaiston,  were  read : 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  letter  from  A.  M' Donald  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treasury  ;  that  the  letter  from  H.  Fisher  and  W.  Perry,  with  the  muster- 
roll,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ;  and  that  the  petition  from  George  Hawk 
be  referred  to  the  quarter-master  general,  who  is  directed  to  settle  with  the 
petitioner,  or  report  particularly  on  his  petition. 

Ordered t  That  lloO  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Jamea  Lees,  for  the 
tise  of  his  companv  of  artillery ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  14,160  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  John  Hawkins  Stone,  of  the 
1st  battalion  of  Maryland  forces,  for  the  use  of  his  battalion ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideia- 
tion;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  furnish  each  non-commissioned  officer 
and  soldier  inlisted  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  three  yearay  or 
during  the  war,  with  the  articles  of  clothine  enumerated  by  a  resolutioa  of 
Congress,  of  the  8th  October  last,  or  other  clothing  of  equal  value,  notwitti- 
Ending  the  same  cost  more  than  20  dollars. 

Whereas,  complaint  has  been  made,  that  many  of  the  regimental  paj« 
masters  absent  themselves  from  the  army,  by  whicn  the  public  service  great- 
ly suffers. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  commanders  in  the  sepa- 
rate departments,  be  directed  to  take  the  most  effectual  means  for  compel- 
ling all  regimental  pay-masters  to  attend  punctually  to  the  duties  of  their 
office,  and  that  such  as  are  negligent,  be  punished  and  displaced  ;  and  that 
they  be  respectively  empowered  to  appoint  others  of  abilityy  diligence  aa^ 
integrity,  in  the  room  oT  such  as  are  displaced. 
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Ordered^  That  itXK)  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  John  Steel,  one  of  the 
four  captains  named  b^  general  Armstrong,  by  authority  of  general  Wash- 
ington, for  the  ttse  of  his  company ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Green  and  others,  was  read,  praying  a  new  hearing 
on  the  appeal  brought  against  the  judgment  in  the  libel  Job  Pierce,  against 
the  brig  Phoenix : 

(h£nd^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Harrison  and  Peter  Campbell,  was  read : 

OMtredf  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  commissary's 
de^rtment ;  and,  sundry  amendments  being  made, 

aesohei,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  fiey€ifal  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  fo  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  June  9,  1777. 

Abetter,  of  tke  Siih,  from  general  Washington,  at  Middlebrook,  enclosbg 
a  letter  of  the  same  date  from  brigadier-general  Knox ;  also,  one  of  the  8th, 
from  the  same,  and  one,  of  the  7t^>  from  Joseph  Reed,  esq.  wherein  he  in- 
forms, that  '*  the  situation  of  his  private  aSairs,  which  are  much  alterdd 
since  his  acquiescence  in  general  Washington's  recommendation,  the  want 
ef  time  to  qualify  himself  for  that  line  of  service,  which  he  intended  and 
has  proposed  to  him,  and  a  diffidence  of  discharging  it  with  approbation^ 
oblige  him  to  decline  the  appointment,  which  the  Congress  have  been  pleased 
to  make  of  him  as  a  brigadier-general,  for  which  honor  done  him,  he  begs 
leare  to  express  his  grateful  acknowledgments."  Also  a  letter,  of  the  Tm, 
from  governor  Livingston,  with  a  return  of  tlie  battalion  raised  in  Ncw-Jer- 
•ey,  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  were  read : 

Orient  That  the  letters  from  gen.  Washington,  with  the  papers  enclos- 
ed, and  the  letter  from  governor  Livingston,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Retohffed,  That  Mr.  Duer  be  added  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 
An  application  from  Richard  Derby,  jun.  esq.  chairman  of  the  comimittee 
of  eorresMndence,  inspection  and  safety,  at  Salem,  in  Massachusettd-Bay,  in' 
l>ebalf  Of  I^ter  Pickman  Frye,  was  read  :      '  * 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  theboatsi  of  war.  ' 
A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  .Washipgtpfi  to  R.  MorriSj  esq,  enclos-' 
ing  one  to  ApnoTos  Morris,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ne^lved,  iHiat  general  Arnold  be  directed  to  put  major  Appolos  Morris 
under  immediate  arrest  and  confinement,  until  the  farther  order  of  Congress. 
Ordered,  That  the  letter,  tof  the  6th,  from  seneral  Washington  to  R.  Mor- 
ris, esq.  with  the  letter  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  ot  war. 

A  petition  from  Francis  Armstrong,  was  read,  praying  an  order  to  the 
clerks  of  'Messrs.  Riehafrd  Dtrllam,  Mease  &  Caldwell,  or  any  otli^rs,  who? 
majhave  the  books  ascertaining  the  Sums  paid  for  the  battalion  commanded 
by  colonel  Potter,  to  give  him,  die  petitiontir,  a  duplicate  of  the  said  account 
from  the  beginning":     .     »  •   ' 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 
A  teller,  of  the  6Ui,  from  governor  Johnson,  enclosing  apetitibil  firjim 
Oeorge  Handy,  and  others,  and  a  protest  from  William  Pool,  lyfts jr^i^ti: 
Otiered,  Tjiai  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  petition' fi*<mf  Haghey  Cdn,  was  read: 

Ordef^  That  IMje  referred  to  the  board  of  ti'eaSTiry.  ;  '  * 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  50,090  dollars  be  dnkwn  on'  the  coiti^tssi^fri- 

rrs.of  the  loan-o(fie^  for  the  state  of  Pennsytvknfa,  in  favor  of  li^tthfew 

[rwin,  deputy  commissary  general,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jbsepli 

Fnimbull,  commissary -general,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Vol.  n.  20 
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In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  accoants,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  major  Nicola,  two  months'  pay  of  six  coKi|jUiieB  for 
the  guard  of  this  city,  being  for  May  and  June,  7488.60  dollars. 

To  John  Byrn,  late  a  soldier  in  captain  Morgan's  company  of  riflemen,  for 
a  rifle  belonging  to  him  which  was  lost  at  the  attack  on  Quebec,  16.60  dollars: 

To  James  Leard,  for  half  ferriage  of  seventy-two  men  over  the  Sosqoe- 
hanna,  2.36  dollars : 

To  major  Vaughan,  captain  Hazard,  and  others,  their  expenses  as  ofccrs 
of  the  guard  to  military  stores,  from  Sinnepuxent  to  Philadelpbia,  9SSJS0 
dollars : 

To  Monsieur  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  his  pay  and  ratiow, 
from  lOth  March  to  10th  June,  being  three  months,  at  41.30  dollars  a  moalli, 
124  dollars : 

To  the  commissioners  of  claims,  for  a  pair  of  Venetian  blinds,  for  theme 
of  their  office,  32  dollars : 

ToSjisannahM'Nut,  for  sundry  meals  supplied  the  militia  on  their  maick 
to  camp,  3.45  dollars : 

To  Seth  Duncan,  for  do.  19.39  dollars : 

To  Joseph  Hutchinson,  for  do.  2.36  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  June  10,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  commissary-general ;  and  one, 
of  this  day,  from  major-general  Arnold,  were  read : 

Resolved,  That  general  Arnold  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  mair 
immediately  to  Trenton,  and  there  conduct  himself  agreeably  to  the  oniers 
of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  president  and  coqa- 
cil  of  the  3tate  of  Delaware,  to  give  orders  to  the  militia  of  that  state,  to\u»\d 
themselves  in  readines  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  an4  to  take  mea- 
sures to  call  forth  into  actual  service  1500  militia  as  soon  as  possible ;  aad 
that  they  order  tlie  said  militia  to  rendezvous  at  or  near  WilmingtOD,  er 
Chester. 

A  petition  from  William  Fields  and  Matthias  Sappenfield,  and  anodier 
from  Thomas  Rutherford,  and  sixteen  others,  prisoners  from  North-Cart- 
lina,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  being  made  that  the  commissary -seneral,  and  all  other  P^nMS 
entrusted  with  public  money,  give  bond  and  security  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  their  duty,  and  well  and  truly  to  account  for  the  uioaey  that 
shall  come  into  their  hands  respectively. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referrea  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  on  the  comnaissaiy^i 
department,  brought  in  the  same  amended,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  ti 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  I.  That  for  supplying  the  army  of  the  United  States  witk  prs- 
visions,  one  commissary-general  and  four  deputy  comnissaries-genend  el 
purchases,  and  one  commissary-general  and  tl^ree  depi^ty  commisaaries' 
general  of  issues,  bo  appointed  by  Oopfi;res9. 

II.  That  each  of  the  said  commissaries  and  deputy  co^imissaries  be  aa* 
ihorized  t^  appoint  for  himself  one  clerk. 
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III.  Tliat  the  deputy  commissaries-general  have  authority  to  appoint 
as  many  assistant  commissaries  to  act  under  them  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  necessary,  and  the  same  to  displace  at  pleasure,  making  returns  thereof 
to  the  commissaries-general  respectitely,  who  shall  have  full  power  to  limit 
their  nambers,  to  displace  such  as  they  shall  think  disqualifiea  for  the  trust, ' 
and  direct  their  respectire  deputy  commissaries-general  to  appoint  others 
iodieir  stead :  that  special  care  be  taken  by  the  oflScers  empowered  as  afore- 
isid,  to  appoint  none  but  persons  of  pi*obity,  capacity,  vigilance,  And  attach- 
ment to  tne  United  IStates,  and  the  cause  they  are  engaged  in ;  and  to  make 
returns  to  the  board  of^ar,  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  commander  of 
the  respective  departments,  of  the  assistant-commissaries  by  them  respec- 
tively aEppointed,  their  several  places  of  abode,  the  time  of  their  appointment 
and  distnission,  and  the  post,  place,  magazine  or  district  to  whicnthev  are 
severally  assigned ;  and  that  the  deputy  commissaries-general  of  purcnases 
and  isdues  in  the  same  district  make  similar  returns  to  each  other. 

IV.  That  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  shall  superintend  the  de- 
puty commissaries-general  of  purchases,  and  assign  to  each  a  separate  dis- 
trict, who  shall  constantly  reside  therein,  and  not  make  any  purchases  be- 
yond tlie  limits  thereof;  and  every  purchaser  employed  therein  shall  also 
have  a  certain  district  assigned  him  by  the  respective  deputy  commissary- 
ceneraU  in  which  he  shall  reside,  and  beyond  the  limits  of  which  he  shall  not 
be  permitted  to  make  any  purchases,  unless  by  special  order  of  his  superior, 
directing  the  quantity  and  quality  of  provisions  so  to  be  purchased  beyond 
his  liorits,  and  informing  such  purchaser  of  the  prices  given  by  the  stationed 
parcbaser  in  the  district  to  which  he  may  be  sent. 

V.  Tiiat  iht  comnrissary-general  of  purchases  shall  direct  the  deputy  com- 
misaaries-general  in  their  respective  districts,  to  inform  themselves  and  as- 
sistants, as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  the  prices  for  which  the  articles,  which  they 
are  to  procure,  may  be  purchased,  and  that  neither  they  nor  any  of  the  said 
as^tants  employed  under  their  direction,  exceed  such  prices ;  and  if  any  de- 
puty eommissary-j^nentl  of  purchases  shall  neglect  his  duty,  or  be  guilty 
of  any  fraud  or  misconduct  in  his  office,  the  commissary-general  may  sus- 
pend! him,  and  shall  immediately  certify  the  same  to  Congress,  with  the 
reasons  for  such  suspension,  and  appoint  a  person  to  act  in  his  stead,  with 
all  the  powers  of  a  deputy  commissary-general,  until  the  sense  of  Congress 
shM  be  known  thereon. 

VI.  That  the  present  commissary-eeneral,  by  himself  or  his  deputies,  de- 
iirer  onto  the  commissary-general  of  issues,  or  his  deputies  or  assistants, 
all  and  every  kind  of  provisions  and  other  public  stores  in  the  commissary- 
eeneraPs  department,  that  now  are,  or  at  the  time  when  such  delivery  shall 
be  made,  may  be,  in  any  of  the  posts,  places,  magazines  and  store-houses  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  takine  duplicate. receipts  for  the  same,  one 
Jet  whereof,  together  with  a  general  return  of  all  stores  so  delivered,  to  be 
aeot  to  the  boara  of  treasury,  that  the  commissary -general  of  issues  may  be« 
charged  therewith. 

VII.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissary-general  of  purchases, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  deputy  commi^^aries-ge^neral  and  assistant  com- 
missaries of  purchases,  to  purchase  all  provisions  and  other  necessaries  al- 
to vred,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  allowed  by  Congress  to  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  commissary-general  of  issues,  or 
biA  deputies  or  assistants,  in  such  quantities,  and  at  such  places  or  maga* 
z.ine»  as  die  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commander  in  the  respective  de- 
part n\ent  shall  direct. 

VIII.  That  the  commissary-general  of  issues  shall  direct  the  respective 
leptity  comsftiBSaries-general,  to  station  one  of  their  assistants  at  every  fort, 
to^t.9  place  or  magazine  where  provisions  are  or  may  be  stored. 
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IX.  That  the  commissary -general  of  purchases  shall  furnish  each  of  tke 
deputy  commissaries-general  and  asslstanta»  with  a  book,  in  whtek  is  to  be 
entered  every  purcha^  by  them  respectively  made :  and  that  all  tlit  k* 
counts  may  be  kept  in  the  same  form,  he  shall  cause  the  pages  of  such  M 
to  be  diviaed  into  ten  columns,  in  the  first  of  which  shall  be  entemd  tk 
year,  month  and  day  in  which  any  purcha^  is  made ;  in  the  secaid*  tk 
names  of  the  persons  from  whom  ;  in  the  third,  in  what  place ;  in  the  foutli, 
the  species  and  quantity  of  provisions,  and  if  live-stock,  tiie  fmmber,  eobv 
and  natural  marks;  in  the  fifth,  the  artificial  marks  aad  n«mb€r;iilbe 
aixth,  the  prices  ;  in  the  seventh,  the  amount  of  the  purchase  mone^fiiAft 
eighth,  ninth  and  tenth,  the  weiglit  of  the  meat,  hides  and  tallow  of  tlielive- 
stock  as  hereafter  directed :  ax^  the  commissary -gfeneral  af  isaaes  ihili  iu* 
msh  each  of  the  issuing^deputy  commissaries-general  and  asaistaato«i&> 
similar  book,  in  which  shall  be  entered  all  provisions  received  by  them  fata 
the  purchasers  respectively,  the  first  column  to  contain  the  timeof  re^vii^ 
such  provisions ;  the  second,  the  name  of  the  purchaser;  and  in  eacii  oftke 
other  columns,  the  entries  before  directed. 

X.  That  each  purchaser  shall  enter,  in  different  pages  of  the  said  book, 
each  species  of  provisions  by  him  purchased,  and,  at  the  end  oCevenrmn^ 
shall  foot  and  transfer  the  said  entries  to  a  ffeneral  aocouat,  apecilyiog  ^ 
quantity,  amount,  and  average  cost  of  each  article,  and  shall  also,  it  Ai^ 
course  of  the  next  succeeding  month,  send  a  copy  of  such  account  to  die  re- 
spective deputy  commissaries  general,  who  shall  thereupon  raakeouttniftiA- 
ly  return  of  all  the  provisions  purchased  in  his  district,  specifyii^  the  qvtt* 
tity,  amount,  and  average  cost  of  each  species,  as  before  directly  together 
with  a  copy  of  each  purcnaser's  accounts,  to  the  board  of  war  and  conni^* 
ry-eeneral  of  purchases,  within  the  time  limited  as  aforesaid. 

XI.  That  the  purchasing  commissaries  shall  deliver  live  stodc  vd  ^ 
provisions  required  by  the  commissary,  or  several  deputy  commisaariefje* 
neral  of  issues,  at  such  place  as  they  shall  respectively  <nrect. 

XIL  That  the  deputy  commissary -general  of  purchases  in  eaek^i^^^ 
shall  specially  appoint  one  or  more  assistants  to  purchase  live  stock*  wbo 
shall  cause  to  be  branded  on  the  horni  of  all  cattle  by  them  purchaaed,  the 
number  and  initial  letters  of  their  names  respectively ;  and  shall  also  have 
power  to  employ  drovers,  and  a  person  at  eacn  place,  to  which  they  rotyf^ 
spectively  be  directed  to  send  cattle,  to  receive,  kill,  and  deliver  the9«me.tt 
hereafter  directed. 

XIII.  That  each  drove  of  live  stock,  or  quantity  of  provisitns  oroAer 
stores,  that  may  be  sent  to  any  post,  place,  or  magazine,  by  any  purcbtseri 
shall  be  accompanied  with  duplicate  invoioes,  taken  from  the  entnes  direct- 
ed to  be  made  m  the  books  of  the  purchasing  commissaries,  one  of  which, t^ 
gether  with  the  live  stock  or  other  stores,  shall  hR  delivered  at  suchp^* 
place,  or  magazine,  to  the  person  appointed  to  receive  live  stock,  ortA^ 
issuing  commissaries  respectively,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  shall  give  bis  re- 
ceipt for  the  articles  received,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  purchaser  by  thc^' 
son  delivering  the  said  articles;  provided,  that,  if  any  live  stock,  under  the 
care  of  the  drover,  shall  be  wanted  at  any  other  post  than  that  to  which  tkef 
were  ordered,  the  purchaser's  deputy  at  such  post  may  detain  them,takii^^ 
copy  of  the  invoice,  as  far  as  it  respects  the  live  stock  detained,  and  p^ 
his  receipt  for  the  same  on  the  back  of  the  said  invoice,  specifying  their  hmt^I 
and  numbers,  and  the  person  to  whom  the  residue  may  be  delivered,  fihili 
give  his  receipt  therefor  on  the  same  invoice,  and  detain  the  other  for  bii  vff 
as  aforesaid. 

XIV.  That  each  drove  of  live  stock  shall  be  killed  under  the  directioQ^ 
the  purchaser's  deputy  receiving  the  same,  who  shall  weigh  and  deliver  tK 
meat  to  tliecommissary  of  issues  of  the  respective  posts,  together  with  dapi>* 
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cateft  of  the  ittvoica  left  by  the  drover,  entering  in  the  eighth  column  the 
waeKt  eC  the  qunrters  of  the  aeyeral  oreatures  $  in  the  ninm,  the  weight  of 
tkt  ude ;  in  tl^  (e«th^  the  weight  oFtke  (aikiw ;  and  at  the  foot  of  each  in- 
▼oice,  the  number  of  heaie  and  tooguea';  Jind  the  commissary  of  issues  shall 
eadMiebis  receipt  on  one  of  thewimces^  and  deliver  it  to  the  deputy  afore- 
lud,  who  thalt  return  it  to  the  poreliatfcr  aahia  vencher,  and  to  enable  him 
ti  fill  op  the  eiffhth,  nintb,  and  teeth  coI«q»8  of  the  entries  in  his  book  ;  and 
tbe  otber  shall  be  kept  by  the  iasian^eommiaaafy  for  his  own  use. 

XV*  That  the  commtMary-generai  of  purchanet  shall  contract^ by  himself/ 
or  the  respective  depety  oomniaMfieaigtBerali  with  one  or  more  persons  in 
ea^  district,  to  make  or  supply  a  suffineat  quantity  of  vinegar  for  the  use 
of  the  army. 

XVI.  Tmt  tike  deputy  commissaries-general  of  purchases  take  special  care 
io  procm«  fill  supplies  of  ^vegetabUs^  ns  being  essentially  necessary  to  the 
hcaltii  of  dm  amy  ^  aad  they  are  respectively  empowered  and  directed;  widi 
the  advice  of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commander  of  tlic  respective  dis- 
trict, to  hire  land  therein^  and  iraise^eh  quantities  of  vegetables  as  are  want- 
ed, and  cao^otbe  otherwise  procured  for  the  army ;  and  for  this  purpose,  to 
eawloy  suitable  peraons  to  oonducti  and  laborers  to  assist  in  carrying  on  the 
saidMsiness. 

XVIL  That  the  coanrntsttry-general  of  purchases  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
apply  to  Congress  for  all  the  money  wanted  in  his  department,  and  shall  make 
tne  necessary  advances  to  the  respective  deputy  commissaries-general,  call* 
lag  them  to  account  as  often  as  he  shall  judge  it  necessary ;  and  the  deputy 
oomraissanes  general  shall,  in  like  manner,  make  advances  of  the  money  re- 
ceived of  the  said  commissary •geveral  to  their  respective  assistants,  and  call 
them  to  account  as  aforesaid. 

XViil.  That  the  commissary  ai^  xleputy  commissaries-general  of  pur- 
chases aad  issues,  shall  nespecitively  belaocountable  for  the  coinluctof  the  of« 
iioers  of  their  own  appointmeat,  aad  aill  the  accounts  of  purchases  and  issues^ 
shidl,  once  in  six  months,  be  settled  by  the  respective  commissaries^general 
wUh  die  nroper  commissioners  of  aoceents ;  each  account  of  purchases  to  be 
Touched  oy  the  several  bills  and  receipts  of  the  venders,  specifying  the  cost, 
rad  the  receipts  of  the  issuing  commissaries,  shewing  the  delivery  of  all  ar- 
tieles  therein  charged^;  and  each  account  of  issues  by  the  victualling  returns 
hereafter  directed  to  be  made,  and  receipts  for  all  provisions  charged  there- 
in as  rations,  or  sent  by  the  respective  issuing  commissary  to  any  other :  and 
the  commissaries-general  shall  produce  the  monthly  returns  of  the  several 
porchasing  and  issuing  commissaries,  to  be  used  by  the  commissioners  in  ad- 
jnntinji  their  respective  accounts. 

XiX.  That  the  commissaries-general  of  purchases  and  issues,  and  their  re- 
spective deputies,  for  neglect  of  duty,  or  other  offences  in  their  respective  of- 
fices^ shall  be  subject  to  military  arrest  and  trial,  by  order  of  the  commander 
ia  chief,  or  any  general  officer  commanding  a  division  of  the  army,  post,  or 
department,  where  such  neglect  of  duty  or  offence  may  happen  ;  anci  the  re- 
iqiective  assistants  of  the  deputy  eommissaries-general  ot  purchases  and  is- 
aaes*  shall,  for  the  same  causes,  be  liable  to  military  arrest  as  commissioned 
c»fficers  in  the  army,  by  any  general  officer,  or  any  officer  commanding  at  a 
detaehed  post  to  which  such  assistants  may  be  assigned. 

XJL.  Inatthe  commissary-general  of  issues  shall  superintend  the  respec- 
1a ve  deputy  commissaries*general,  and  assign  to  each  a  separate  district ; 
and  have  full  powers  to  suspend  them  and  appoint  others  for  a  time,  as  al- 
redact  V  appointed  for  the  commissary-general  of  purchases. 

X.XI.  That  every  issuing-commissary  shall  enter,  in  distinct  pages  of  the 
tKKPlc^  mentioned  in  the  ninth  article,  each  species  of  provisions  or  other  stores 
-lived  by  him,  including  the  provisions  delivered  by  other  issuing-com- 
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missaries,  or  the  present  commisftanr^neral,  and  the  same  entries  ihallk 
made  with  respect  to  these^  as  therein  are  directed,  when  prvvisions  tit  it- 
ceived  from  the  purchasers ;  excepting  that  the  prices  and  east  of  trdclei, 
delivered  by  the  said  commissaries,  maj  be  omitted. 

XXII.  That  every  issuing-commissary  shall  be  furnished  with  a  book  of 
issues,  in  which  he  shall  open  a  separate  account  with  each  rerimeot,  corpi,«r 
detachment  to  which  he  may  issue,  or  commissary  to  which  ne  may  mA  w 
deliver  provisions ;  and  each  page  thereof  shall  be  divided  into  colimii,  n 
*he  first  of  which  shall  be  entered  the  time  of  delivery  ;  in  the  secoid,  tbe 
name  of  the  officer  upon  whose  return  provisions  are  issued,  or  by  vbni 
sent  to  any  other  issuiog-commissary ;  in  the  third,  the  number  of  raM, 
and,  in  other  separate  columns,  the  several  quantities  of  each  species  of  p' 
visions  delivered  as  rations,  or  sent  to  the  commissaries  asafisresaid.  AnOi« 
the  last  day  of  every  month,  he  shall  foot  the  said  accounts,  and  also  all  tlie 
accounts  of  provisions  received  and  entered  in  the  book  mentioned  is  tk 
preceding  article. 

XXIII.  l*hat  every  issuing-commissary  shall  take  dnplicnte  receipti  ht 
each  quantity  of  provisions  and  stores  by  him  sent  to  any  post,  place  or  on- 
gaxine,  agreeably  to  the  form  of  the  entries  directed  to  be  made  in  the  In^ 
of  issues,  one  of  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  officer,  or  person  emplojd  ti 
deliver  the  said  provisions  or  stores;  and  the  issning-coaimissarf  i^Ack 
post,  place,  or  magazine,  or  at  any  intermediate  post,  who  may  rectivenck 
provisions  or  stores,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  certify  the  quantity  ob  tke 
Dack  of  the  said  receipt,  which  the  officer,  or  person  who  delivered  the  pro- 
visions, shall  return  to  the  commissary  that  sent  them  as  his  voucher:  hi, 
in  cases  of  deficiency,  the  commissary  who  sent  the  provisiotts  shall  credit 
the  commissary  to  whom  they  were  directed  for  the  quantity  lost,  if  the mw 
has  been  placed  to  his  debit,  and  shall  charge  twice  the  amount  thereof  to  (^ 
account  of  the  officer  or  person  employed  te  deliver  it,  and  shall  also  tn^* 
mil  a  copy  of  the  said  account  to  the  pay-master  or  deputy  psf****!^ 

? general  in  the  district,  who  shall  send  to  the  issuing-commissary  %Ttcc^f^ 
or  such  account,  to  be  produced  by  him  on  settlement,  and  shall  aJoo  Mv^ 
the  amount  thereof  fW>m  the  pay  of  the  delinquent,  and  credit  the  Uoiteo 
States  therefor:  provided,  that  if  any  provisions  or  stores  shall  be  lost  ^ 
unavoidable  accident,  and  the  same  is  proved  by  sworn  evidences  before  tke 
coramandinp  officer  of  the  post  from  or  to  which  such  provisions  or  it*** 
were  sent,  his  certificate,  with  the  proof  annexcKi,  shall  authorize  the  cm* 
missary  to  cancel  such  charge. 

XXIV.  That  no  provisions  be  issued  to  any  person  but  by  the  written  0^ 
der  of  the  commander*  in  chief,  the  commander  of  any  department,  the 
quarter-roaster  general,  any  of  his  deputies  or  assistantn,  the  commiiHDSf 
officer  of  a  post,  describing  the  person  in  whose  favour  such  order  shiB^ 
given ;  or  upon  a  return  signed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  a  corps,  orv- 
tachment  thereof,  whether  commissioned  or  non-commimoned,  or  bj  v' 
redmental-quarter  master.  « 

aXV.  That  when  any  troops  are  ordered  to  quit  a  post,  and  the  i^^ 
commissarjr  remains  at  such  post,  the  respective  commanding  officers  of  w 
several  regiments  or  corps  shall  call  on  tne  issuing-commissary  feracertif 
cate,  specifying  the  day  to  which  they  were  victualled,  inclusively ;  and,  n 
case  detachments  of  dtflferent  regiments  or  corps  are  made,  the  commtD<li>( 
officer  of  such  detachments  shall  procure  a  certificate  frona  the  coinDiisM>^? 
in  which  shall  be  inserted  the  days  to  which  the  different  troops,  of  ^^ 
his  detachment  may  be  composed,  were  victualled,  and  the  nex^  and  ev^ 
subsequent  provision  return  for  such  detachment  shall  distinguish^ 
corps  out  of  which  it  is  formed,  and  the  number  of  each  corps,  to  the  ^ 
that  the  commissary  may  charge  each  corps  with  the  provision  issued  to  iH 
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i&d  if  iny  comniBsaiy,  atiany  other  post,  shall  victual  any  corps  or  detach- 
ment comprehended  in  tke^Mregoiog  desciription  before  such  certificates  are 
prodnced,  he  ihall  dnun^  the o&^er  commanding  the  same,  with  twenty  days' 
profisHm  for  the  whole  number  of  ipen. under  his  care,  and  make  return 
^eieef  tothe  Bay-master  genek*al«r  deputy  pay  ^master  general  in  the  distiict, 
who  shall  make  the  proper  sto|ipa0es,  Ad  also  to  the  board  of  treasury,  who 
siktil  charge  him  therefor.  Provided,  That  if  such  certificates  be  procured  and 
detivered  within  thirty  day»  after  the  first  drawing  of  such  provisions  with- 
oat  cerdficate,  the  cemmisaary  general  shall  cancel  the  charge,  keeping  the 
certificate  as  avovcher  for  8o*doinff :  Provided  also.  That  notwithstanding^ 
sich  certificate  may  be  produced j  if  it  ^iidl  appear  that  the  officer  command* 
ing  any  corps  or  detachment,  has  drawn  mor^  provision  than  the  corps  or 
detachment  was  entkied  to,  he  sbali  atand  charged  the  double  quantity  so 
over-dbawn. 

XXVL  That  every  issaing^oommissary  shall  take  receipts  for  the  number 
of  mtioiiiik  and  for  so  raach  of  e^ery-  q)ecie8  of  provisions  as  he  may  issue. 

XX  VII.  That  every  isemng-oommissary,  on  the  last  drawing  day  preceding 
the  last  drawine  day  of  every  VMnth,almll  victual  the  troops  up  to  the  last 
day  of  the  monui  inclnitve;  and  if  provisions  sheald  be  oraerea  for  troops 
goiag  OB  detachments,  for  snch  'time  as  would  mti  beyond  that  day,  two  re- 
tama  shall  be  nmde  out,  Hme  to  the  last  day  of  the  month  inclusive,  and  one 
frsin  the  first  day  of  the  monthinciustve  to  the  time  ordered. 

XXVIII.  That  every  issmg^  commissary  shall  number  the  provision  re- 
torDSt  and  endorse  the  same  with  the  date  thereof,  and  the  number  of  men 
victualled^  and  pot  the  returns  of  each  detachment  or  corps  on  separate  files, 
eaeh  to  coatainihe  retuma  of  a  month  for  sooh  corps  or  detachment. 

XXIX*  That,  wherever  any  capital  magaxine  shall  be  established,  the 
oommancler  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  the  department,  shall  order 
slore-hottses  to  be  bnilt,  and  a  barrack  for  fifty  men,  and  the  same  to  be  en- 
dooed  wiA  a  stockade. 

XXX.  That,  whenever  any  of  the  provisions  or  stores  in  any  of  the  maga- 
^nea  become  so  damaged  as  to  threaten  a  total  loss  of  till  such  damaged  pro- 
▼inevia,  tiie  commiseary  of  issues,  to  whose  care  such  provisions  may  be 
committed,  shall  make  return  thereof  immediately-  to  the  deputy  commissa- 
ffj-geoeral  of  iaaues,  who  ia  to  apply  to  the  comsfiander  in  chief,  or  some  ge- 
jieral  officer^  to  order  a  court  of  enquiry,  who  shall  thereupon  grant  oue,  and 
such  provisions  as  may  by  the  court  v^  condemned,  shall  be  sold  at  public 
veiidae»  under  the  dinctfam  of  the  deputy  eommissaryrgeneral  of  issues,~pub- 
lic  notif^e  beinff  given  of  sadh  sale,  by  advertisements  at  least  ten  days  be- 
fore the  day  of  sale^  unless  the  court  should  determine  that  the  sajne  ou^ht 
to  5e  sold  at  an  earlicff  da^. 

XXXI.  That  every  assiatairt*  commissary  of  issues  shall,  within  six  days 
after  the  last  day  of  every  month,  make  a  return  to  the  deputy  commissary- 
geaeral  of  the  district,  of  all  provisions  and  stores  in  his  ma^zine  or  store, 
at  the  iaist  precedina  return  ;  of  all  provisions  bv  him  received  in  the  [ireced- 
log  nftonth ;  from  whom  and  whence ;  of  what  he  has  issued,  snecifying  the 
rKtmeDt  and  corps,  and  the  npmber  ^  rations,  and  quantity  or  each  species 
if^rovisiona  drawn  by  the  same ;  and  of  what  remains  in  store. 

XXXil.  That  each  deputy  commrosary-eeneral  iA  iseoes  Shall,  from  the 
nenthly  retuma  ^  the  asMtaitt  oommissaries,  mtiketiat  a  general  retuni 
or  the  diatnct^apecifyi&gJwJkat  remained  in  the  magazines  or  stores  at  the 
HMtx^tum ;  what  has  be^reoefved  srace^v the  number  of  rations  and  quatxt 
ttw  of  provisioiia  iasHed^and  what  remains  in  stor^,  distingui^ing  the  seve- 
af  posited  plaoesi,  magazines,  and*  regiments'  or  corps  as  afor^otd  ;  one  to  b^ 
eoS  'to  the  bdard-6fwar,oiieto  the  connnander  in  chief,  one  to  th^  co'iriman'; 
;er  of  tbejdepartnienl^  oae  tOLtKefvonmiisBary-^eneral  of  purchases,  and  one 
o  the  commissary-general  of  issues. 
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XXXill.  That  ilie  commisRary-gMiQrtl  id  porchtaes  aad  connissAry-ge- 
neral  of  istiues,  each  in  hU  own  department,  make  a  (^aeitil  montblj  retan 
to  tlie  board  of  war,  the  coinmaBder  in  chie^  aad  the  ««l»auuMliii^  officer  ef 
the  respective  districts,  and*  take  apacial  oare  eooBtaBtl j  to  protMe  and  fur- 
nish each  of  the  officers  under  h«in  with  printed  ibrmam  the  iMoks^  ifc^Kkei^ 
receipts,  and  returns,  to  be  used  by  iki^m  rapectivelj^  agreeable  to  ttroe  le- 
^Ives.  ,         » 

XXXIV.  That  no  returns  of  rations  doawa  of  retnmcd  by  the  aevml  it- 
giments  be  hereafter  made  bj  tlie  is8RHfi(B*  cooraiiasarias  4o  tho  cuimiaiiaiiy- 
general  of  musters,  or  by  him  to  the  adjutant^^general,  or  Imt  the«dplta■^[•- 
neral  to  the  board  of  war,  as  directed  m  the  ragulatiofu  of  die  nyater-aM- 
ter  general's  department,  passed  by  Congresd  the  4th  day  of  April  last. 

XXXV.  That  the  commi^aries^necal  and  the  reapectif  officera  mdir 
them,  apply  to  the  quarter- master  ^neral,  or  his  respective  ofikera,  fcr 
wagons,  teams,  and  horses,  want^  «n  tha  aeveral  districta;  aad  if,  mt  aaj 
time,  it  shall  be  necessary  to  hire  jthe  same^  .4hey  are  sot  ta  elceed  tiie  rativ 
atipulated  by  Congress,  or  the  quactei^masAars^naiftl  afiireaaid. 

XXX VI.  That  all  persons  e«iploytd  to fwchaaelbr  the  Uakadfitatcaaif 
articles  in  the  several  departmental  of  the  coMmiaaary*^ieneral  of  parchasv, 
iinarter-maater,  director,  or  cKifthier  generid,:or  tkeicaaniiisaary-mwiii  if 
military  stores,  shall  previously  vff^j  it  thes,  arvthe  priaicipa^  wicart  at* 
der  them  respectively,  for  certificates^  die  sayeral  pncea  by  tbaas  alkivid 
lor  such  articles,  and  #hail  not,  on  any  pretoace  whaiteerar^  eacaed  sack 
prices.  And  It  is  repommended  to  tkeae^aral  states  togitetkeirparahaatit 
respectively  similar  directioaa*    . 

XXX Vli.  That  the  cpmmissarv-genead  of  piHrchana  from 
provide  sufficient  quantities  of  salt*  and  deliver  it  to  the  com 
ral  of  issues,  or  the  respective  officers  under  Un,  who  ara  directed  to 
to  the  troops  only  such  auaDtitit8>  andin  such  maMier#  aa  the  eonsauo 
chief,  or  commander  of  the  respective  district,  shall  direct.  And  the 
missary -general  of  issues  shall  dirtet  Hie  respective 'deputy  oonuauK 
general  to  employ  a  suitablenamber  of  coopers  and  paccers^  who  dball  salt 
and  pack  pro\isions  at  the  several  magazines  aad  storaa,  and  take  the  proper 
precautions  with  respect  to  all  provisions  therein  dapaeitad.' 

XXXVIU.  And  whereasy  great  confusion  hath  anaan  froas  the  mmmom  m 
which  officers  and  soldiers  have  beep  paid  for  ratianaand  parte  ofcatiaasai- 
lowed  to,  but  not  drawp^y,  tbiei»  reapeotivelyr 

A^lvedt  That  the  parts  of  a.  ration  4>»  astiamted  aS'fi>llows,vift:  frrtfcc 
daily  allowance  of  beef,  pork,  or  fisb*  4-dOtba  bf  a  dollar;  of  bread  or  iaer, 
£.90thsi  of  peas  or  beans,  l-90th;  of  mi&k>  1^9§th;atfboer,  l-90th  ;  of  rice, 
one-halrof  l-90th  ;  and  of  soap,  one-half  of  l-90tk)  awiking,  ki  the  wkaH 
10-90ths  of  1^  dollar  for  each  ratiou  •  9bA  thait,  &r  the  futnre,  the  ryuailfr- 
master,  or  other  person  drawing  prpviiioa  foraoy  regunent,  corpa,  or  di 
ment,  shall,  on  the  last  day  of  every  moath,  make  out  an  abttraat  of  the 
bar  of  retained  rationa  due  to  each  officer  tea^ctiTalyi  and  alao  the  ai 
of  each  part  of  ration  duo  to  such  regimf  nt,  €orp8,«r  Mtaohaaent,  aad  daliMr 
the  same  to  the  resfMctive  issuing  coaimiasary^  vnlia  ahall  conpora  it  witk  ksa 
books,  and  finding  it  right,  shall  eertify  tiioracm  that  tkaaevaral  charge*  la 
the  abstract  are  just,  ^iw  that  such  a  sun aa;keahaU  find  to  be  dn^sball  be 
paid  to  the  respective  pi^r-master  of  tba  oagiaMat,  adrpa,  or  datadiBimt 
vho  shall  annax  thesaiaabatracttothajNy^raUy/Abftt  tkepav*niaater,orda*^ 
pujty  pay-ma&ter  geueral  of  the  distriet,  may  pay»aiid  ha  la  harelif  nii|aia«d 
to  pav«.such  patioif-abstract  to  ^e  regimeatal  iiiy*iabatar,  wkaisdirfiMl^ 
fAy  the  ji'^spectiye  officers  and  soldiera,r  Md'  take  tkeic  reoripte*    And 
any  regiment,  corps,  prdet]|c^eBt»ov4aauia(goaauM9iary  iaoaderad  tal 
4ppttVforethaendof  the  inoatb<thefatiatt>tfcatraatakaHbemadaapte 
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daj  oChis  or  their  leaving  the  post,  and  certified  bj  the  commissarj  as  afore- 
said. 

XmUX.  That  the  commisaarj  of  issues  at  ever?  post  where  cattle  are 
killed  for  the  use  of  the  army,  appoiot  a  careful  person  to  take  charge  of  the 
lydes  and  tallow,  to  see  th^t  the  former  are  properlj  dried,  and  that  the  lat- 
ter is  properlj  rendered,  and  that  both  are  disposed  of  as  the  commissary -ge- 
Berai  of  iMues,  bj  order  of  Congress,  shall  direct. 

XL.  That  the  commissarj  and  deputj  commissaries-ffeneral  of  nurchases 
IB  each  department,  and  every  purchaser  employed  under  them,  snail  take 
the  oath  of  iklelitj  to  the  United  States,  ana  the  following  oath  or  affirma^ 

I  » do  solemnly  and  sincerel  j  swear  (or  affirm)  in  the  presence  of 

Almifi^tj  God,  that  I  will  not  collude  with  anj  person  or  persons  whatever 
to  enhance  the  price  of  provisions,  or  anj  article  of  commerce  which  I  shall 
at  any  time  hereafter  be  directed  to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States ;  aad  that  I  will  endeavor,  by  every  honest  means  in  my  powef,  to 
procure  the  articles  which  I  may  be  directed  to  purchase  at  the  most  reason- 
able rates ;  and  that  I  will  not  charge  the  public  with  any  advance  on  any 
wurchases  by  me  to  be  made,  and  that  I  will,  in  all  things,  conduct  mjself  as 
becometh  a  faithful  servant  of  the  public. 

XLL  That  the  commissary  ana  deputy  commissarj-general  of  issues  in 
each  department,  and  every  issuing  commissarj  emploj^  under  them,  sbaU 
taie  the  said  oath  of  fidelitj,  and  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

I  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfullj  receive,  take  the  care  of,  and 
istae  the  provisions  and  other  stores  committed  to  mj  trust,  and  keep  re* 
nlar  accounts  and  make  regular  returns,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of 
Congress,  and  oftener  if  thereunto  required  bj  anj  superior  officer  having 
riaht  to  order  returns ;  and  that  I  will,  in  all  things,  honestl j  demean  mj*- 
wm  as  a  faithful  servant  of  the  public. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  consider  and  report  to-morrow,  what  com- 
pensation ought  to  be  made  to  the  several  officers  in  the  commissar j's  de- 
partment, for  their  services : 

That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  appointing  the  officers  in  the  commissarj's 
department, 
llie  committee  on  the  treasury  reported, 

That  a  warrant  should  issue  on  Joseph  Borden,  esq.  commissioner  of  the . 
loan-office,  in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  in  favor  of  John  Gibson,  esq.  audi- 
tor-^seral,  for  f  9,100  dollars,  the  said  J.  Gibson  to  be  accountable. 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  accordingly. 

lo  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  accounts,  ih% 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  captain  Garland,  and  other  officers,  for  their  expenses, 
being  a  second  division  as  officers  of  a  guard  with  military  stores  from  Sine- 
paxent  to  Philadelphia,  120.51  dollars: 

To  lieutenant  colonel  Eleazer  Oswald,  for  his  pay  from  the  1st  September, 
]  775,  to  the  1st  January,  1777 ;  as  also  for  2  months'  extra  pay,  for  clothing 
allowed  in  Canada,  18  months,  at  40  dollars  a  month,  720  dollars,  and  for  1825 
rattona,  at  lO-QOths  of  a  dollar,  202.70  dollars,  the  whole  amounting  to 
^^^70  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  John  Gibson,  esq. 
n  fkvor  of  William  Henderson,  pay-master  of  colonel  Moylaa's  reaiment 
*f  ligHt-horse,  for  the  use  of  the  said  regiment;  the  pay -master  to  be  ac** 
*ovo  table. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
tVliereupon, 

Vol.  U.  21 
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Resolved,  That  general  WaahinetoD  be  directed  to  inform  general  Hove^ 
that  this  Congress  most  sincerely  lament  the  necessity  to  which  they  are 
driven  by  the  cruel  policy  of  their  enemies,  of  entering  into  any  retolvtioot 
which  have  any  appearance  of  seventy  towards  those  prisoners  of  war  wha 
have  fallen  or  may  fall  into  our  hands ;  but,  that  there  are  no  other  measa  ia 
oqr  power  of  inducing  our  enemies  to  respect  the  rights  of  hamaaity  ;  that 
with  this  view  only,  it  is  their  determuied  resolution  to  carry  into  execatiat 
the  law  of  retaliation ;  that  if  any  persons  belonging  to,  or  eaiiiloyed  in,  tlie 
service  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them  who  now  are,  or  nemfter  mmj 
be,  prisoners  to  lord  or  general  Howe,  or  any  other  commander  of  Ins  Bn- 
tannic  majesty's  forces  by  sea  or  land,  shall  be  sent  to  the  realm  of  Grot- 
Britain,  or  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  s«d  king,  to  be  there  ooafiaei 
in  common  gaols  of  Great-Britain,  or  any  other  place  or  places  of  coafiae- 
ment  in  pursuance  of  any  act  or  acts  of  the  Britisti  parliament,  or  any  other 
pretence  whatever ;  it  is  the  resolution  of  this  Congress,  to  treat  the  pri- 
soners now  in  our  power,  and  such  as  hereafter  may  fall  intooar  haadsy  mi 
manner  as  nearly  similar  as  our  circumstances  wiiradmit. 

Ordered^  That  an  extract  of  ^vemor  Caswell's  letter  of  tiie  £Oth  April, 
be  transmitted  to  general  Washington,  with  a  recommendation,  provided  the 
general  has  not  already  appointed  commanding  officers  to  complete  the  ax- 
teen  additional  battalions,  that  colonel  Abraham  Sheppard,  of  Nordi-Caia* 
Una,  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  one  of  the  said  aidditional  battatioas* 

JResolvedt  That  genend  Washington  l^  informed,  that  that  claase  of  the 
resolution  of  the  SOth  May  last,  **  the  rank  of  each  class  of  the  said  offioen 
to  be  settled  by  the  date  of  their  commissions  from  the  king  of  France,"  in- 
tended only  their  relative  rank  among  one  another ;  but  tmtt  their  comnis- 
aions  in  the  American  army,  be  dated  by  general  Washingtim*  on  the  day 
when  they  shall  be  filled. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Pennsylvania  board  of  var, 
brought  in  a  report: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  into  consideration  to*morrow« 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Adjommed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  11, 1777. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ajqmnted  t» 
confer  with  the  Pennsylvania  board  of  war,  &c.  Whereupon, 

Beeolvedj  That  governor  Livingston  be  requested  forthwith  to  order  tit 
500  of  the  militia  ot  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  to  assist  in  completing  the 
works  now  erecting  at  Billingsport,  for  the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware; 
it  being  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  the  fortifications  at  that  place  br 
completed  without  delay. 

Jieeolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  die  Pennsylvaaa 
board  of  war,  and  the  committee  of  Congress,  to  view  the  works  erected  ftr 
the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware,  togeUier  with  the  resolution  for  calliii| 
out  500  of  the  New-Jersev  militia,  be  communicated  to  the  prmident  ani 
supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  it  he 
earnestly  recommended  to  them,  in  conjunction  with  general  Mifilin  anA 
Monsieur  du  Coudray,  to  carry  into  execution  the  most  effectual  meaaura 
for  defending  the  river  Delaware. 

Resolved,  That  the  continental  navy-board,  or  board  of  assistants  to  the 
marine  committee,  be  empowered  to  direct  the  commanders  of  the  several 
continental  shins,  sallies,  and  other  armed  vessels,  now  in  the  Delaware,  t» 
co-operate  with  me  naval  force  of  Pennsylvania  in  defending  the  sevml 
passes  thereof,  should  the  enemy  make  any  attempt  thereon. 

Besolved,  That  the  commanders  of  the  said  ships,  gallies,  and  armed  ves- 
isels,  obey  the  orders  and  instrnctiona  of  the  said  board ;  and  that  it  be  re^ 
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commended  to  them  (b  exert  their  utmost  tbilities  in  opposing  the  enemy's 
ships  l^t  m^j  attempt  passing  up  the  said  river. 

Ordered,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Bei^amin  Flower,  commis- 
sarrfeBeral  of  miHtarj  stores,  for  the  pnblic  service ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  David  Hall,  colonel  Df  the  Delaware 
battalion,  for  the  use  thereof;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  commtssarr-general  of  pavthases  shall  keep  his  ofice 
in  the  place  where  Congress  shall  sit,  and  that  be,  ot*  his  clerk,  coMtantlj 
attend  therein.  •     •'  i-  '  -      • 

Ordertdy  That  1000  dollars  be  advaiced  to  JohntWilkiiis,  one  of  Aeftrar 
captains  nominated  by  {teneral  Armstrong,  in  pursnance^  of  ■  authority  W  him 
gjiven  li^  general  Washington,  for  the  use  of  his  company ;  he  lo  be  ac« 

coontme.  '    .        '    ' 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  die  commissioners  of  accounts,  the 
anditor-Meral  reports. 

That  Oiere  is  due  to  Hugh  Con,  to  be  paid  to  John  Benezet>  esq.  for  board- 
ing and  nursing  two  sick  soldiers,  dS  dollars : 

To  Jacob  Miller,  for  118  meals  supplied  tlie  troops  on  their  march,  15.66 
dollars. 

€Mkred,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  oommittee  on  the  treasury,  and  the  committee  appointed  to  devise 
wajs  and  means  for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  current  year,  brought  in  a 

^nie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  another  report. 
The  committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  procuring  salt,  brought  in  v 
report* 

The  sevm^l  matters  to.  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
Adjoarned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  June  12, 1777. 

Ordereil,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel  John  Nevil, 
for  the  nse  of  the  l^th  Virginia  regiment,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Servant  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from  Gunning  Bedford,  dated 
City -Tavern,  Wednesday,  half  after  8  o'clock,  containing  a  challenge  for 
woraa  spoken  by  Mr.  Sergeant  in  the  course  of  debate  in  Congress,  together 
with  his  answer,  and  Mr.  Bedford's  reply,  which  were  read  : 

Sundry  resolutions  being  moved  and  debated,  the  decision  thereof,  at  the 
request «  a  state,  was  postfioned. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  June  13,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Arnold,  and  one,  of  the  same  date,  from 
colotiel  G.  Morgan,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  col.  Morgan^  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be 
-elerred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Chrdered,  That  a  warrant  for  100,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  Thomas  Smith, 
•sq.  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor 
»f  general  Mifflin,  quarter-master  general ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resamed  the  consideration  of  the  letters  laid  before  them  by  the 
el eg;ate  of  New-Jersey :  Whereupon, 

Jiesolved,  That  Congress  have,  and  always  had,  authority  to  protect  their 
lembers  from  insult  for  any  thing  by  them  said  or  done  in  Congress,  in  the 
xeroise  of  their  duty,  which  is  a  privilege  essential  to  the  fre^om'  of  de- 
ate*  and  to  the  faithful  discharge  €^  the  great  trust  reposed  in  them  by  th^ir 
ons^ituents.  '^        *' 
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Resaived,  That  Mr.  Gunning  Bedford  be  served  with  a  eopy  ef  the  nid 
letters,  and  that  he  be  summoned  to  attend  Congress  to-morrow  moruBg  ti 
answer  for  kis  condact. 

Ordered,  That  2600  dollars  be  advanced  to  general  Arnold,  on  MCOttt 

In  consequence  of  an  ac^ustment  bj  the  commissioners  of  acowDti,  tk 
auditor-general  reports, 

Hiat  there  is  due  to  Abraham  Berlin,  chairman  of  the  comnittoe  of 
TJnrthnifitnn  county,  for  ^he  amount  of  his  account  of  sundry  supplia  to 
the  continental  troops  and  militia,  on  their  way  to,  and  from  headnqoiM, 
in  Neir-Jersc^  51SL25/doltars ;  for  the  amount  of  his  account  of  mim 
sonplied  the  Indians,  br  order  of  the  commisiooers,  at  the  confereoaiNU 
at  £astoB»  1410.48  dollars ;  and  for  an  allowance  made  him  for  Ins  taniiK 
expense,  and  advancing  the  above  sum,  96.59  dollars,  amountiBg  istki 
whole,  to  2025 Jd£  dollars : 

To  John  Amell,  late  a  soldier,  for  his  blanket,  his  prMet^»  W§t  is  4e 
engagement  at  Trenton,  and  to  be  paid  to  captain  M'Doweil,  6^  doUnii 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  ne  paid.  ^ 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Ike  viji 
and  means  of  procuring  salt :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  offer  ssdib- 
benil  enooura^ment  to  arsons  imnorting  salt  for  the  use  of  the  ssid  stal»> 
as  they  shall  judge  will  oe  effectual : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  state,  to  employ  one  or  more  Teswh  fe 
the  importation  of  salt  into  their  respective  states,  for  'th«ir  own  wuxt  in- 
mediate  benefit,  and  at  the  public  charge  of  the  said  state : 

That  the  agente  for  the  United  SUtes  in  Europe  and  the  WestIoiM» 
be  directed  and  enabled  by  the  secret  committee,  to  effdct  the  I'^P^'^^ 
of  salt  into  these  states,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  by  all  veii0» 
bound  to  America,  subject  to  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  theffo^ 
committee  may  direct : 

That  it  be  an  instruction  to  all  masters  of  vessels  taking  on  boari  eui^ 
for  America,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  if  possible,  to  ballast  the  ^' 
sels  with  salt,  unless  otherwise  specially  ordered  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  erect  and  encoorag^ii^ 
the  most  liberal  and  effectual  manner,  proper  works  for  the  making  of  fltttj 

A  deposition  of  Samson  Lutes,  and  one  of  Thomas  Jordan,  were  read: 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs* 

Mr.  Paca  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from  colonel  Hall,  of  the  Maiyl**^ 
forces,  dated  Rocky-Uill,  June  11,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  ivar. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported. 

That,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  held  at  Johnstown,  the  18di  January,  1?7o, 
between  major-general  Schuyler,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  wl^ 
Johnson,  and  the  Scotch  inhabitants  of  Tryon  countr,  Archibald  M'DesAl^ 
Allan  M'Donald,  Alexander  McDonald,  Reynold  M'Dooald  and  tM 
M'Donald,  jun.  who  surrendered  th^selves  prisoners  of  war,  were  eaceef* 
aged  to  expect  to  be  supported  by  die  Unitea  States,  in  the  rank  of  geatte- 
men,  durlAg  their  confinement;  and  the  ordinary  allowance  to  P<^>'^^'M 
two  dollars  a  week,  being  incompetent  for  that  purpose,  that  there  be  alleged 
to  the  said  prisoners  respectively,  after  the  rate  of  5.69  dolUra  per  week,  w 
their  subsistence  from  tne  time  of  their  confinement ;  and  the  fiirther  ii> 
of  73^  dollars  for  necessaij  expenses  incurred,  by  them,  in  their  attendiBC^ 
^jMSn  Congiress,  by  leave  of  general  Schuyler,  to  solicit  a  Csrther  allowasce^ 
the  difference  of  subsistence  and  expenses  both  amonntii^  im  &^M  dollir^: 

That  tb^  have  tak^n  into  oonsideration  the  memorial  of  Robert  IrviBi 
wagon-master,  referred  to  them  by  Congress,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  ■< 
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icGomifor  pvjr,  clerkt'  wi^^  k^*  &c.  ffcini  l£th  July,  177 5 j  to  the  19th 
May,  1777, 18  j«t  and  reaeonaUe,  aad  that  a  warrant  should  issue  in  hid 
favor  fHT  the  sun  of  ISdOdollars,  the  amount  of  his  account. 
Bmatotdt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 
TheseTeral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
AdfvonKd  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jwm  14,  1777. 

OrimnJk  That  a  warrant  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  commissiimer 
of  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Rhode -Island,  in  favor  of  Mr.  John  Murray^ 
assignee  of  David  Flowers,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  colonel  William 
Keanott,  the  same  being  in  full  of  three  bills,  No.  5,  7,  13,  drawn  by  him, 
^^roeable  to  letters  of  advice  from  John  Rutledge,  esq.  president  of  South<- 
Caroliiia,  dated  Charleston,  14th  April,  1777: 

That  another  warrant  fior  14,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  said  commis* 
«oiier,  ni  favor  of  the  said  J.  Murray,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Joseph 
Trumball,  esq.  oommissary-general,  the  same  being  in  full  of  his  draught 
in  Haver  of  the  eaid  J.  Mnrray,  dated  Middlebrook,  9th  June,  1777,  agreea- 
ble to  hia  letter  of  advice  of  uie  said  date. 

A  letter,  of  the  dOth  May,  fi^m  Amos  Throop,  at  Providence,  was  read : 
Ordereal,  That  it  be  retemd  to  the  marine  committee. 
Ordered^  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  John  Steel,  450  dollars 
fo  detain  Mattbew  Irwin,  and  500  dollars  to  captain  Samuel  Kearsley,  for 
the  sae  of  their  respective  independent  companies;  they  respectively  to  be 
acconntable. 

That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  iQ  give  such  direc- 
reapecting  the  continental  ships  of  war  in  the  river  Delaware,  as  they 
tlii|ril  proper,  in  case  the  enemy  succeed  in  their  attempts  on  the  said  river. 

Wmohoedf  That  the  flag  of  the  thirteen  United  States  be  thirteen  stripes, 
alternate  red  and  white :  that  the  union  be  thirteen  stars,  white  in  a  blue 
field,  representing  a  new  constellation. 

Tlie  coaDcii  of  Massachusetts-Bay  having  represented  )yf  letter  to  the 
pcwdent  of  Congress,  that  captain  John  Roach,  some  time  since  appointed 
to  command  the  continental  ship  of  war  the  Ranger,  is  a  person  of  cloubtful 
diaracter,  and  ought  not  to  be  entrusted  with  such  a  command ;  therefore, 

JUttdvtdj  That  captain  Roach  be  suspended,  until  the  navy-board  for  the 
eaotem  department  snail  have  enquired  fully  into  his  charactec,  and  report 
tberecm  to  the  marine  committee. 

Memdved,  That  captain  John  Paul  Jones  be  appointed  to  command  the 
smid  ship  Ramrec'* 

Mesolved,  That  William  Whipple,  esq.  member  of  Congress,  and  of  the 
saarioe  committee;  John  Langaon,  esq.  continental  agent;  and  the  said 
captain  John  Paul  Jones,  be  authorised  to  appoint  the  lieutenant,  and  other 
cooBflaiationed  and  warrant  officers  necessary  for  the  said  ship ;  and  that 
b4miak  coBMntssions  and  warrants  be  sent  them,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names 
oi  tbe  persons  they  appoint,  returns  whereof  to  be  made  to  the  navy -board 
in  tlie  eastern  department : 

IVhereas,  the  state  of  New- York,  long  the  seat  of  the  present  unprovoked 
vwwtw,  and  a  principal  olijectof  the  vengeance  of  our  implacable  enemies,  hath 
b^^o,  among  other  calamities,  for  a  considerable  time,  deprived  of  her  sea- 
porta,  and  of  all  the  advantages  and  supplies  of  European  and  West-India 
co€iaiaoditie8,  which  other  states  derive  from  commerce ;  and  it  being  repre- 
sented that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  state  are  more  immediately  distressed 
foe*  Mrant  of  salt,  which,  thous^  a  necessar;^  article  of  life,  they  have  no  pros- 
pect of  procuring  without  uie  interposition  of  Congress;  and  it  being  the 
i«fttjr  of  Conj;re88,  as  well  as  the  respective  United  States,  to  alleviate,  as  far 
J  be  m  their  power,  the  distresses  brought  down  upon  any  branch  of 
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the  confederacy,  on  account  of  its  vigorous  oppoottion  to  the 
and  its  virtuous  stni^les  in  the  great  and  glorious  cause  in  whidi  ali  aire 
equally  engaged  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  New-Y«rk  having  per • 
severed,  amidst  the  several  trials  and  losses,  with  vigbr  and  fortitade  in 
the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  America ; 

Resolvedy  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powtga  or 
legislatures  of  the  resnective  states,  to  encourage  and  facilitate  the  supplj- 
ing  the  inhabitants  of  New- York,  while  thej  shall  continue  to  be  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  importation,  with  salt  and  other  European  and  Weat-fadia 
commodities  of  which  *they  may  stand  in  need. 

JRuolved^  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  the  ceradl  sf 
safety,  or  delegates  of  the  state  of  New- York,  a  carao  of  about  2000  hashrii 
of  salt,  imported  by  Congress,  and  now  in  store  at  rlymouth,  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bav:  and  that  the  commissary  general  be  directed^  if  it  can  be  ^ooe 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  interest,  to  exchange  for  the  said  caigo  of 
salt,  an  equal  (quantity  nearer  to  the  state  of  New-York,  tint  the  dbtreM  of 
its  inhabitants  m  that  respect  may  be  more  immediately  relieved. 

In  obedience  to  the  summons  with  whkh  ]Mr.t6ttnmng  Bedford  was  ser- 
ved, he  attended,  and  being  called  in,  acknowledged  th^  the  copies  of  dbe 
letters  with  which  he  was  served,  were  true  .copies  of  the  letters  he  wrote  Is, 
and  received  from»  Mr.  Sergeant ;  and  having  spoken  ia  justificatkm  af  Ins 
conduct,  he  was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Rtsolvtd^  That  Mr.  Gunning  fiedford  has  been  guilty  of  ft  high  braai^h  of 
the  privil^s  of  this  house*  in  sending  a  challenge  to  one  of  its  aieaBdien, 
for  words  spoken  by  him  in  this  house,  in  the  course  of  debate : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gunning  Bedford  immediately  atteml  at  the  bar  of 
this  house,  and  that  the  president  inform  him,  that  it  is  expected  he  will  ask 
pardon  of  the  housci  ana  of  the  member  challenged.  ^ 

Mr.  Bedford  being  called  in,  the  resolution  of  Congress  was  read  liJV/ 
and  having  asked  piudon  of  the  house  and  of  the  member, 

Orderea,  That  he  be  dismissed. 

Resolved,  That  major-^neral  Arnold  be  authorized  to  take  upoa  him  the 
command  of  all  the  mibtia  now  at  Bristol,  and  on  every  other  part  of  die 
river  to  the  eastward  of  Philadelphia,  which  have  been  called  forth  into  ser- 
vice by  a  requisition  of  the  £4th  day  of  April  last;  and  that  he  be  autho- 
rized to  dispose  of  himself,  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  he  shall  deem  best  adapted  to  promote  the  public  service. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  roregoing  resolution  be  sent  to  the  president  and 
supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  1600  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jeremiah  Butler;  armourer,  fat 
the  public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Tne  committee  on  appeals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  Jacob 
Green,  and  otoers,  brouglit  in  a  report;  Whereupon^ 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and  a  new  heariag 
awarded  on  the  appeal  brou^t  against  the  jud^ent  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
in  the  libel  "  Job  Pierce  against  the  brig  Phmnix,"  unless  the  aj^Uants  cam 
shew  that  notice  was  duly  given  of  the  appeal :  that,  for  this  end,  the  peti- 
tioner serve  the  appellant  with  a  copy  of  this  resolve,  and  with  notice  or  tha 
time  when  he  shall  make  further  application  to  the  committee  appointed  bj 
Congress  to  hear  and  determine  appeals,  for  a  new  day  to  be  ass^ined  for  ' 
said  nearing. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Mfonday. 

MONDAY,  Jum  16,  1777. 
A  letter,  of  the  t3th,  I4th,  and  15th,  from  general  Washington,  at 
brook,  with  copies  of  letters  that  passed  between  him  and  lord  Comwaiiis 
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and  general  Howe ;  one»  of  the  8th  and  9th,  from  ^neral  Schu jler,  at  Al- 
bany, witii  sundry  papers  enclosed ;  and  a  letter  and  memorial  from  Apollo^ 
Morris,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  general  Washbgton,  lord  Comwallis  and 
general  Howe,  be  published : 

That  the  letter  tirom  general  Washioeton,  and  general  Schayler,  with  the 
pajpers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter  and  memorial  from  Apollos  Morris,  be  referred  to  a  com* 
mittee  of  tiiree,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  take  into  consideration  general 
Washington's  letters,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  said  Mr.  Morris. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Ordered,  That  brigadier-general  de  Haas  repair  immediately  to  general 
Washington's  head-quarters. 

A  letter,  from  brigadier-genend  Conway,  and  a  memorial  from  Mons.  de  la 
Balme,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  aj^iications. 

T^e  delegates  of  Virginia  lud  before  Congress,  a  letter  from  govern^K* 
Henry,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Thomas  Wharton,  president  of  the  supreme 
executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  memorial  from  Monsieur  du  Coudray  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  forei^  applications, 
who  are  directed  to  confer  with  Monsieur  du  Coudray. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  compensation  should  be  made 
to  <ifficers  in  the  commissary's  department,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  and  allowance  to  the  commissaries-Mneral,  d^eputy 
commiMaries-general,  assistants,  and  persons  employed  under  them,  be  aa 
follows,  viz. 

To  the  commissary-general  of  purchases,  8  dollars  and  6  rations  a  day: 

To  ^le  deputy  commissaries-general  of  purchases,  each  5  didlars  and 
four  rations  a  day : 

To  the  assistant  commissaries  of  purchases,  eah  4  dollars  per  day : 

To  the  commissary-general  of  issues,  150  dollars  a  month,  and  six  rations 
a  dmji 

To  the  deputy  commissaries-general  of  issues,  each  75  dollars  a  month, 
uid  foor  rations  a  day : 

To  the  assbtant  commissaries  of  issues,  each  40  dollars  a  month,  and  two 
atlons  a  day : 

To  tbe  clerks  of  the  commissaries-general  and  deputy  commissaries-gene- 
il,  eacli  35  dollars  a  month,  and  two  rations  a  day : 
To  such  deputies  as  purchasers  of  live  stock  are  empowered  to  employ,  for 
tceiTUBg  the  same  at  the  several  posts,  each  27  dollars  a  month,  and  two 
IlioDS  *  day,  whilst  in  such  service. 

^  !So£«ed,  That  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  be  empowered  to 
late  the  pay  of  drovers  and  butchers,  and  transmit  such  r^ulations  to 

it  the  commissary-general  of  bsues,  in  like  manner,  be  empowered  to 
Jate  and  transmit  to  Congress  the  pay  of  coopers,  packers,  and  other 
ons  he  may  find  necessary  to  be  employed  in  such  kind  of  services. 
leaal/veAf  lliat  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  to  consider  the  report  from 
conm^^ttee  on  the  treasury,  and  the  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways 
meAns  for  defraying  the  eipense  of  the  current  year. 
]e  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
.djoumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY.  June  17,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th  Maj,  from  brigadier-general  R.  Howe,  at  Charleston, 
ivitii  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial ;  and  one,  of  the  13th  of 
April,  from  J.  Rutledge,  president  of  South-Carolina,  with  sundrj  papen 
enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  general  Hqwc  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war ;  that  the  letter  from  J.  Rutleoge,  esq.  be  referred  to  the  boarl 
of  treasury. 

Orderedt  That  the  sum  of  31,590  dollars  be  passed  in  the  treasutj  books 
to  the  credit  of  the  state  of  South -Carolina,  and  charged  to  the  accwint  of 
Svilliam  Kennon,  the  same  beine  in  full  of  a  bill;  No.  1,  drawn  at  Chaiks- 
ton,  April  14,  1777,  by  the  said  William  Kennon,  in  faror  of  John  Rittledp, 
esq.  president  of  South-Carolina,  for  the  use  of  the  said  state. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  accfnints,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  colonel  David  Mason,  of  the  15th  Virginia  re^ihaeat, 
for  a  pair  of  button-moulds,  which  he  procured  for  the  use  of  the  said  n^- 
ment,  16.60  dollars. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  also  reported. 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  Andrew  Brjan,  lieut.  in  capt.  WattiD' 
iel  Mitchell's  company,  of  col.  William  Grayson's  regiment,  and  cbaijed 
to  the  said  raiment,  800  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  Paul  Hussey,  late  commander  of  the  schooner  Rosamu, 
in  behalf  of  John  Brown,  owner  of  the  said  schooner,  with  her  tackle,  am- 
rel,  furniture,and  cargo,  seized  and  taken  as  prize,  by  the  schooner  PriscuU, 
eommanded  by  Yelverton  Fowkes,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  honors  are  due  to  the  memory 
of  fl;eneral  Wooster,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considcratiofi : 
Whereupon, 

R999lvtd,  That  a  monument  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  generd  Wee- 
8ter,.with  the  following  inscription  : 


'*  In  honor  of  David  Wootter,  brigadier-goneral  in  the  vmj  of  the  United  States.  la 
log  the  Kbrttiet  of  AnicHca,  and  6nin:ly  repelling  an  inroad  of  tlie  British  forces  to  Danbii]T,ii 
Connecticat,  he  received  a  roortui  woand  on  the  ^th  dajp  of  April,  1777,  and  died  oo  tlir  ^i^m 
of  May  foUowing.  The  Congren  of  the  United  States,  aa  an  aoknowledgnieot  ef  kb  wmeA  «■ 
aerricet,  have  oaiued  this  mouaraent  to  be  erected.** 

Hesblved,  That  the  executive  power  of  the  state  of  Connecticut  be  recfacst* 
ed  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolution  into  execution ;  and  that  500  doUais  be 
allowed  for  that  purpose. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon,  Congress  came  ta  Ae 
following  resolutions : 

Whereas  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general,  has,  by  his  memorial, 
forth,  "  That  he  is  very  much  embarrassed  and  perplexed  in  the  condvc 
of  his  department  by  the  occasional  interference  of  particular  states, 
firequently  by  virtue  of  tlieir  votes  or  resolves,  take  and  appropriate  tl^ 
lie  clothing,  and  necessaries  either  imported  or  purchased  on  acconat 
continent,  on  its  passage  through  their  respective  states,  which  has  oc4 
ed  much  disappointment,  and  will,  if  not  put  a  stop  to,  introduce  the 
est  disortler  and  confusion  in  his  department,  and  wili  render  it  \m 
ble  for  him  to  cause  an  equal  distribution  amongst  the  troops  of  these 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  continental  agents  in  the  diffn^nt  states, 
directed  to  deliverer  out  no  clothing  inlported  or  purchased  on  scooisiit 
the  continent,  but  to  the  express  ordor  ofthe  clothier-general,  or  his 
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and  that  thej  be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  clothier-general,  an  account 
of  all  clothiDg  that  may  be  imported  as  expeditiously  as  possible  after  its 
arrival ;  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  several  states. 

Reseited,  That  the  petition  of  Charles  Harrison,  and  Peter  Campbell,  pri- 
soners, from  the  state  of  New-Jersej,  be  referred  to  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil of  diat  state. 

Mesolved,  That  the  commissary -general  of  clothing  be  directed  to  supply 
the  army  with  a  sufficient  number  of  combs. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Nourse  be  appointed  deputy  secretanr  to  the 
board  of  war,  with  a  salary  of  780  dollars  per  annum,  to  commence  irom  the 
10th  day  of  May  last. 

Besolvedj  That  colonel  Hall  of  the  4th  Maryland  r^ment,  be  furnished 
out  of  the  continental  store  with  as  much  clothing  as  the  men  of  the  late 
capt  Yates's  company  want  to  supply  their  present  necessities ;  the  same  to 
be  dedncted  out  of  their  pay,  and,  tor  that  purpose,  an  account  thereof  to  be 
rendered  by  the  clothier-general  to  the  pay -master  of  the  said  regiment 

A  letter  from  governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  with  sundry  accounts  rela^ 
tive  to  the  militia  of  that  state,  who  were  called  into  service  last  winter, 
was  read: 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.  ■ 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  commissioner 
of  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  favor  of  James  Mease, 
esq.  clothier-general,  or  order,  for  the  public  service,  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  for  100,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  commissioner  of  the 
loan -office  for  the  state  of  New- Hampshire,  in  favor  of  the  state  of  New- 
Hampshire,  for  the  use  thereof,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  battalion  directed  by  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  to  be 
raised  under  the  command  of  col.  Abraham  Sheppard,  be  admitted  on  the 
continental  establishment,  and  considered  one  of  the  sixteen  battalions 
which  general  Washington  was  empowered  to  raise  and  commission ;  the 
several  btipulations  and  conditions  by  the  said  state  provided,  relative  to  the 
said  battalion,  being  observed ;  and  that  the  said  colonel  Sheppard  be  or- 
dered, as  soon  as  300  rank  and  file  shall  be  inlisted  into  his  said  battalion,  if 
witbia  the  time  by  the  state  of  North -Carolina  stipulated,  to  join  general 
Washington  with  all  possible  expedition,  leaving  proper  officers  to  recruit : 

That  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Winslow,  by  general  Gates,  as  captain  of 
urtiHery,  be  approved  and  confirmed  by  Congress : 

That  Congress  approve  of  general  Schuyler*s  annexing  major  Nicholson^s 
orpo  to  colonel  Livingston's  regiment : 

That  the  clothier-general  be  directed  to  send  500  blankets  to  general 
khnjler,  as  soon  as  the  service  here  will  admit  of  it: 

That  the  pay  of  a  secretary  to  a  brigadier-general  in  a  separate  command, 
e  50  dollars  a  month,  during  such  command : 

That  the  pay  of  the  secretary  to  the  commander  in  chief  ill  the  northern  de- 
artment,  he  60  dollars  a  month. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the 
resident  of  Pennsylvania,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  the  president  and  the  supreme  exe- 
itive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  their  application  for  that  pur- 
>se',  50,000  dollars,  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 
T'be  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
A^djoumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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WEDNESDAY,  June  18,  1777. 

A  letter  from  Joseph  Thornbui^,  wagon-master  jpneral,  dated  camp,  ft 
Middlebrook,  June  lb,  and  directed  to  general  Mifflin,  was  read : 

(hrdered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  lK>ard  of  war* 

Resolved^  That  Joseph  Thornburg,  wagon -master  general,  have  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  armj  of  the  United  States* 

A  petition  from  Elijah  Clark,  Richard  Wescot,  and  others,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  memorial  from  Henry  Haller,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasnrr* 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Asolvedt  That  as  several  mitigating  circumstances  appear  in  fiavorrf 
Thomas  MCann,  condemned  by  a  general  court-martial,  held  at  Charles* 
ton,  South-Carolina,  to  be  shot  for  desertion,  general  Howe,  commanding  tk 
continental  forces  in  South-Carolina,  be  empowered  to  grant  a  free  pardon 
to  the  criminal,  if  he  shall  think  such  a  step  conducive  to  the  good  of  tk 
service  and  the  public  welfare,  or  order  execution,  if  he  think  proper : 

That  a  general  officer  commanding  a  separate  department,  be  empowered 
to  grant  pardons  to,  or  order  execution  qf,  persons  condemned  to  suffer  death 
by  general  courts-martial,  without  being  obliged  to  report  the  matter  to  Cta- 
gress  or  the  commander  in  chief. 

Resolved^  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Rutlierford,  and  the  other  prtsonen 
from  North-Carolina,  now  on  parole  at  Fredericktown,  be  referred  to  tbe 
governor  and  council  of  tlie  state  of  Maryland,  who  are  requested  to  allaw 
them  such  limits  and  ^ve  such  orders  concerning  their  8U|>port  and  govern* 
inent  as  thej  shall  thmk  proper,  agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
during  their  continuance  in  that  state. 

Congress  proceeded  to  tlie  election  of  commissaries  and  deputy  coramis- 
taries-general  of  purchases  and  issues ;  the  noroinatioA  havins  been  pre- 
viously made,  ana,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentjenen  were 
elected,  viz. 

Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  commissary -general  of  purchases ;  William  Ayleti, 
William  Buchanan,  Jacob  Cuyler,  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  esq.  deputy 
oommissaries-general  of  purchases. 

Charles  Stewart,  esq.  commissarv-general  of  issues.    * 

William  Green  Mumford,  Matthew  Irwin,  and  Eiisha  Avery«  esqrs.  de- 
puty commissaries-general  of  issues. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  Thomas  Chase,  deputy  quarter-master  at  Bostoa, 
to  general  Mifflin,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read. 

Ordered  J  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  they  confer 
with  general  Mifflin,  and  report  such  regulations  respecting  purchase  in  Ae 
quarter-master's  department,  as  they  think  proper ;  that  they  also  confer 
with  the  clothier-general,  and  such  other  persons  as  are  employed  in  makiig 
purchases  for  the  continent,  and  report  thereon. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affiiirs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  and 
papers  from  colonel  Morgan,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coo- 
•iaeration;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  treaty,  proposed  by  colonel  Morgan,  be  held  at  Foft 

J;  itt* 

That  the  commissary-fi:eneral  be  directed  to  sqpply  coloael  George  Mor 
gan,  with  500  bushels  of  salt,  to  be  forwarded  to  Fort-Pitt,  for  curiag  ' 
provisions  directed  by  Conn*ess  to  be  stored  there : 

That  the  letter  from  colonel  Moi^;an,  and  the  several  papers  end 
therein,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported, 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  ensign  Reynal  Hillery  of  the  4th 
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pany  of  the  1st  battalion  of  Marjland  continental  forceSj  commanded  by 
colonel  John  Hawkins  Stone»  to  be  paid  to  William  Paca,  esq.  and  charged 
to  the  said  battalion,  30  dollars. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  bj  the  commissioners  of  accounts^  the 
'  auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Jewell,  for  his  account  of  subsistence  of  pri- 
soners in  the  new  gaol,  his  and  his  two  assistants'  allowance,  pump  mending, 
vood,  candles,  &c.  from  the  11th  April  to  June  6th,  1338.58  dollars: 

To  Christian  Farrer,  for  ferriage  of  troops  over  Susquehanna,  16.39  dolls. 

To  captain  James  Scott,  of  the  Yirgiata  militia,  a  balance  of  his  account 
for  paj  and  subsistence  of  his  company,  179  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Kim- 
ber  Barton : 

To  Michael  Mearing,  for  89  meals  he  supplied  the  troops  on  their  march 
to  head -quarters,  1 1.78  dollars  i 

To  Margaret  Massej,  for  sundries  she  supplied  two  sick  men  in  the  ho8« 
pital,  £2  dollars : 

To  Casper  Snerely,  and  to  be  paid  to  Philin  Marsteller,  for  the  pay  of 
three  men  of  his  company,  who  were  not  incluaed  in  the  pay-roll  formerly 
settled,  38  dollars : 

To  John  Groh,  for  a  rifle  lost  at  Fort- Washington,  16  dollars,  to  be  paid 
to  Philip  Marsteller ; 

To  Adam  Ortb,  and  to  be  paid  to  Philip  Marsteller,  for  85  meaU  supplied 
(be  militia  on  their  march,  8.45  dollars  :  I 

7*0  Stephen  Paschall,  for  superintending  the  printing  and  rolling  preffi, 
52  dollars. 

Orderedj  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  oVlock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  June  19,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  general  Arnold,  at  Coryell's  Ferry,  enclosing 

a  letter  from  general  Washington,  was  read. 

A  petidonfrom  Josiah  Hewes,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Brown,  merchant, 

of  ProTtdence,  owner  of  the  sloop  Lydia,  was  read,  setting  forth,  that  the 

said  $loop  was  taken  by  a  British  man  of  war,  and  afterwards  taken  up  adrift 

iff  captain  John  Baldwin,  in  the  schooner  Wasp,  and  carried  into  Chineo- 
ieaffie  inlet,  where  she  was  condemned,  and  sold,  before  it  came  to  uie 
knowledee  of  Mr.  Brown  ;  and,  therefore,  praying,  "  That  right  and  justice 
mar  be  oone  to  the  owner,  and  a  proportion  of  the  value  of  the  said  vessel 
and  cargo  delivered  to  him." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee  j 
a^d  that  they  enquire  into  the  facts,  and  do  therein  what  they  judge  right ; 
taat  in  case  the  facts  set  forth  are  found  true,  they  be  instructed  to  relin- 
^aish  to  the  owner,  such  share  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said 
vessel  and  car^,  as  hath  been  adjudged  to  the  continent. 
A  petition  from  Simeon  Gore  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  executive  power  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mesolved,  That  the  report  from  the  committee  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
ommittee  appointed  to  clevise  ways  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  cur- 
ent  year,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
onsideration  the  reports  referred  to  them;  and  after  sometime,  the  presi- 
ent  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have 
ELcl   the  same  under  consideration,  but  not  having  had  time  to  go  through, 

^iired  leave  to  sit  again; 

JResolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
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of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  reports  of  the  committee  on  the  treasa- 
Tj,  and  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  committee  on  the  treasarj,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  froa 
colonel  Thomas  Chase,  deputy  quarter-master  fi^neral,  reported. 

That  thej  have  conferred  with  general  Mifflin  thereupon,  and  that  the 
general  informs  the  committee,  that  the  army  still  continues  to  be  in  want 
of  tents,  and  that  all  he  has  a  prospect  of  purchasing  to  the  eastward,  will 
not  be  more  than  sufficient  for  the  service ;  and,  therefore^  they  are  of 
opinion,  that  a  warrant  should  be  drawn  on  the  commmissioner  of  the  Joio- 
omce  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts -Bay,  in  favor  of  colonel  Thomas  Chue, 
deputy  quarter-master  general,  for  50,000  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  gtnenl 
Mifflin,  quarter-master  general ;  and  for  which  he  b  to  be  accountable. 

They  farther  report,  that  there  should  be  advanced  to  captain  Jonatba 
Langdon,  of  the  12th  Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  colonel  James  Wood, 
100  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  regiment,  and  accounted  for  with  the 
pay -master  eeneral. 

Ordered,  That  warrai^ts  be  drawn  accordingly. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

ft 

FRIDAY,  June  20,  1777. 

Two  letters,  of  the  18th,  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  commissary-gienenl, 
and  one,  of  the  11th,  from  colonel  Spotswood,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  Mr.  Trumbull  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treasury,  and  the  letter  from  colonel  Spotswood  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  delegates  from  Pennsylvania  laid  before  Confess  sundry  resolatioas, 
passed  in  the  general  assemliily  of  the  said  state ;  which  were  read  as  follovs: 

*''In  General  Assembly  for  the  State  of  Pennstlvavia, 

Tuesday,  lOtkJune,  1777. 

"  The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  comnittee  re- 
specting the  assignment  of  the  troops  of  this  state  to  the  Congress;  and  it 
was,  thereupon,  Uesolved,  That  this  house  do  heartily  concur  with  Vns  ex- 
cellency the  president  and  council,  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  transfer  to 
the  honorable  the  Continental  Congress,  the  Pennsylvania  state  regineat, 
commanded  by  colonel  Bull,  the  regiment  of  artillery,  commanded  by  coUnel 
Proctor,  and  captain  Pugh's  company,  raised  for  the  purpose  of  anarding  the 
powder-mills.  That  his  excellency  the  president  and  council  be,  and  tbej 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered,  to  negotiate  and  settle  the  sm 
transfer  or  assignment  with  the  Congress,  on  such  terms  and  conditioiis  as 
to  them  shall  seem  most  proper,  so  as  to  have  the  said  troops  creditnlto 
the  quota  of  men  to  be  furnished  by  this  state:  and  also,  that  it  be  recon- 
menaed  to  them,  to  procure  captain  Weaver's  company,  raised  at  Lancas- 
ter, for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  sane 
account. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  JuN.  Clerk  of  JissembigJ' 

*'  In  Council,  Wednesday,  June  18, 1777. 

"  The  forgoii^  resolve  of  the  general  assembly  being  laid  before  the  coou- 
cil,  thereupon,  Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  said  resolve  be  delivered  to  the 
delegates  of  this  state  in  Congress,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  tnumct 
this  business  with  Congress,  in  the  way  they  shall  think  most  proper. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

T.  MATLACK,  Secretary  J" 

Ordered  J  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  the  del^ates 
from  Pennsylvania. 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  1777.  178 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  T.  Wharton,  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
Tama,  was  read,  wherein,  '*  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  general  asseroblj 
of  the  said  state,  passed  the  19th,  and  at  the  request  of  the  council,  he  re- 
quests Congress  to  lend  to  the  state  of  Pennsylyania,  the  additional  sum  of 
50,000  dollars,  \o  be  repaid  in  a  very  short  time ;" 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of 
Pennsjlvania,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  report,  **  I1iat  they  have  tidcen  into  consideration  the 
case  of  Peter  Pickman  '  ire,  a  soldier  in  the  Massachusetts  regiment,  now 
under  sentence  of  death  for  desertine,  with  ad  intention  to  go  over  to  the 
eoero  J,  and  have  perused  and  considered  a  certificate  of  the  committee  of 
correspondence,  inspection  and  safety,  at  Salem,  in  the  said  state,  wherein 
the  said  committee  set  forth,  <  That  the  said  Frye  is  a  person,  who,  they 
think,  from  their  knowledge  of  him,  is  not  possessed  of  a  common  share  of 
understanding,  and  that  he  is  really  incapable  of  committing  a  crime,  ma- 
ifcionsly  and  with  design,  deserving  so  severe  a  punishment  as  that  to  which 
he  is  now  sentenced ;'  and  that,  therefore,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  however 
base  the  crime  of  desertion  may  be,  and,  more  especially,  when  blackened 
by  an  intention  to  assist  our  inveterate  and  cruel  enemies,  yet,  if  it  be  true, 
that  the  person  now  condemned  for  the  commission  of  this  crime  is  in  the 
state  of  idiocy  or  insanity,  the  articles  of  war,  in  this  case  made,  can  have 
no  operation  as  to  him:"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Heath  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  fact  set  forth 
by  the  committee,  who,  no  doubt,  certify  the  matter  as  it  appears  to  them, 
and  if  he  shall  find  the  culprit  of  unsound  mind,  or  incapable,  from  natural 
defect  of  understanding,  to  judge  of  what  is  right  or  wrong,  that  a  free 
pardon  be  granted  him  for  this  reason  only,  and  by  no  means  on  account  of 
mends  or  connexions,  who  should  never  be  considered  when  public  justice 
demands  vicious  men  to  suffer.    Conffress  consider  simple  desertion  as  a 
crime  the  most  atrocious  and  detestable,  but  when  coupled  with  an  inten- 
tion to  desert  to  the  enemy,  the  offence  becomes  doubly  heinous  and  wick- 
ed, the  person  committing  it  being  guilty  of  both  perjury  and  treason ; 
therefore,  that  it  be  recommended  to  general  Heath,  to  be  cautious  in  his 
en^airies  into  the  circumstances  of  the  present  case,  and  if  he  be  not  fully 
satisfied,  as  to  the  said  Peter  Pickman  Frye's  incapacity,  that  he  be  em- 
jiowered  and  directed  to  order  immediate  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  William  Fields,  and  Matthias  Sapenfield, 
and  of  John  Smith,  and  James  M'Donald,  be  referred  to  the  government  of 
North-Carolina,  who  are  requested  to  take  such  measures  therein  as  they 
shall  think  proper. 

Con^ss  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  Slst 
of  Apnl  last :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  coqps  of  invalids  be  formed,  consisting  of  eight  compa- 
niesy  each  company  to  have  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  two  ensigns,  nve 
seiieants,  six  corporals,  two  drummers,  two  fifers,  and  one  hundred  men. 
This  corps  to  be  employed  in  garrison,  and  for  suards  in  cities  and  other 
places^  where  magazines  or  arsenals,  or  hospitals  are  placed ;  as  also  to 
»enre  as  a  military  school  for  young  gentlemen,  previous  to  their  beirijg  ap- 
pointed to  marchine  regiments ;  for  which  purpose,  all  the  subaltern  officers, 
irhen  off  duty,  shall  be  obliged  to  attend  a  mathematical  school,  appointed  * 
for  the  purpose,  to  learn  geometry,  arithmetic,  vulgar  and  decimal  fractions, 
anti  the  extraction  of  roots ;  and  that  the  officers  of  this  corps  shall  be  obliged 
to  contribute  one  day's  pay  in  every  month,  and  stoppages  shall  be  made  of 
vt  Accordingly,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  regimental  library  of  the  most 
approved  autnors  on  tactics  and  tne  petite  guerre  :  That  some  officers  from 
tHas  corps  be  constantly  employed  in  the  recruiting  service  in  the  neighbor- 
[&ood  of^the  places  they  shall  oe  stationed  in;  tmit  all  recruits, so  raised. 
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shall  be  brought  into  the  corps  and  drilled,  and  afterwards  draughted  into 
other  regiments  as  occasion  shall  require. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  of  the  said  corps  of  inn* 
lids  ;  and,  the  ballets  being  taken, 

Lewis  Nicola,  esq.  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  boai*d  of  war  report  a  plan  for  carrjing  into  executioi 
the  for^;oing  resolve. 

The  committee  of  appeals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  captaia 
Paul  Hussej,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Yeiverton  ^uwkes,  commander  of  the  printeer 
Priscilla,  appear  before  the  committee  of  appeals  within  forty  days  iT- 
ter  this  resolve,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolve,  together  with  a  copy  fk 
the  said  petition,  «t  id  of  the  affiuavit  accompanying  it,  shall  be  served  npoa 
the  said  Yeiverton  Fowkes,  his  agent,  or  some  one  of  the  owners  of  the  saiA 
privateer  Priscilla,  to  shew  cause,  whj  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  ahoold 
not  be  granted. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  col.  Lindenmuth,  late  major  of  col.  Gehr's  battaCoB 
<tf  Berks  county  militia,  but  now  colonel  thereof  for  the  balance  uf  paj  of 
capt.  Spansler's  company,  634  dollars ;  of  capt.  Sh^pel's  company^  270 
dollars  ;  of  capt.  Seydett's  company,  295.12  dollars;  of  capt^  Ladig'a  cssi- 
nany,  786.13  uollars ;  of  capt,  Wetstone's  company,  74.54  aollars  ;  anoaot- 
ing  in  the  whole  to  261 1  dollars  : 

fo  capt.  James  M'Connel,  of  col.  Watt's  battalion,  of  Cumberland  caao^ 
Qy  ing-carap,  for  pay,  and  for  gu  ns,  &c.  lost  at  Fort- Washington,  408*72  dollan ; 

To  Robert  Jewell,  for  the  balance  of  the  following  accounts  for  maintain* 
ing  prisoners  in  the  new  gaol,  his  and  his  two  assistants'  salary,  jcc  viz. 
his  account  from  Jan.  24  to  Feb.  21,  not  before  settled,  JS2S4  12  8;  from 
the  6th  to  the  17th  June,  JS  147  8  2,  making  in  the  whole  £  382  0  10,  fnm 
which  deduct  £  Sdo  0  0,  an  advance  made  him  in  December  last,  the  W 
lance  due  to  him  is  JS82  0  10,  equal  to  218.70  dollars : 

To  capt.  Yost  Uerbach,  of  col.  Joseph  Donaldson's  battalion  of  Yock 
county  militia,  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of  his  company,  376.10  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  supplying  Iht 
lirmy  with  shoes,  hats  and  shirts,  brought  m  a  report,  which  was  take^  into 
consideration :  Whereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  a  suitable  person  be  appointed  commissary,  to  receive  all 
raw  hides  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  es- 
change  the  same  for  tanned  leather,  or  men's  shoes,  at  the  customary  rates 
of  exchange,  and  have  the  leather  so  obtained,  worked  into  shoes,  and  de- 
liver  them  to  the  clothier-general,  or  his  order,  taking  duplicate  receipts; 
one  of  which  he  shall  transmit  to  the  board  of  treasury : 

That  when  the  said  commissary  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  the  said  ex* 
changes  cannot  be  made  on  reasonable  terms,  he  be  authorized  to  provide 
tan-yards,  materials,  and  workmen  for  that  purpose,  or  contract  with 
per  persons  to  tan  them  on  reasonable  terms : 

Tnat  if  oil  cannot  be  procured  for  preparing  the  carried  leather,  the 
commissary  be  supplied  with  tallow  out  of  the  public  stores,  to  be  used  in- 
stead thereof;  and  that  he  draw  for  so  muc|i  as  may  be  necessary  on  aaj  of 
the  commissaries  of  issues,  making  a  return  of  the  quantity  so  drawn  to  tha 
deputy  commissary -general  of  issues  in  the  district : 

That  the  said  commissary  of  hides  shall  be  supplied  with  money  for  carry- 
ing on  the  said  business  as  occasion  may  require,  on  application  to  Coagreaa  | 
and  that  he  settle  his  accounts  with  the  treasury  boaraoncea  year,  or  oUbb* 
er  if  required : 
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That  the  board  of  war  may  order  the  commissary  of  hides  to  delirer  to  the 
commissary  of  military  stores  so  much  of  the  leather  in  his  hands  as  maybe 
necessary  for  making  accoutrements,  &c.  for  the  army ;  and  that  the  said 
commissary  shall  obey  such  orders  and  directions  as  may,  from  time  to  time, 
be  giren  to  him  by  the  board  of  war,  respecting  the  business  of  his  office,  and 
the  persons  necessary  to  be  employed  by  him  in  the  service,  and  make  return 
ofhis  doings  to  the  said  board,  when  required : 

That  the  secret  committee  import  a  suitable  number  of  felt  hats,  not  ex- 
ceeding 50,000,  and  linen  for  as  many  shirts,  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  and 
also  import  from  the  Spanish  West-Indies  such  a  quantity  of  dried  hides  as 
they  may  judge  necessary  for  a  further  supply  of  leather  lor  shoes  and  other 
puoUc  uses : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  ^vemments  of  the  several  states,  to  pro- 
care  as  much  home-made  linen,  suitable  for  shirts  for  the  troops,  as  may  be 
ditained  on  reasonable  terms  in  the  respective  states,  and  deliver  >  the  same 
totibe  clothier  general,  taking  duplicate  receipts,  and  transmit  one  of  them 
to  the  treasury  board ;  and  apply  to  Congress  tor  such  sums  of  money  as  may 
be  necessary  to  pay  for  the  same : 

That  the  pay  of  the  commissary  of  hides  be  80  dollars  a  month. 

Con^ss  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissary  of  hides ;  and  the  bal- 
lots being  taken,  Peter  Philips,  esq.  was  elected. 

Congress  took  into  consiaeration  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  on 
the  roles  to  be  observed  in  payins  the  army  ;  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration  till  Tuesday  next,  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  printed  copies  of  the  form  men- 
tioned in  the  said  report. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  case  of  major  Apollos  Morris, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  major  Apollos  Morris  be  put  under  parole  by  the  board  of 
war,  not  to  bear  arms  ^inst  the  United  States  of  America  during  the  pre- 
Mnt  war  with  Great- Britain,  nor  to  give  any  intelligence,  directly  or  indi- 
rectlj,  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  of  any  mea- 
sures or  proceedings  of  Congress,  or  any  of  the  legislative  or  executive  pow* 
erspresiding  in  the  several  states  respectively : 

That  when  the  board  of  war  shall  have  taken  such  parole,  they  direct  the 
Mitd  major  Apollos  Morris  to  remain  in  Philadelphia  until  an  opportunity 
^all  offer  for  the  said  major  to  take  passage  to  Europe  or  the  West-Indies, 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  marine  committee. 

Hesolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  considering  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

The  several  matters  to  this  dav  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  June  33,  1777. 
Mr.  John  Penn,  a  delegate  firom  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  took  his 


A.  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  Middlebrook,  enclosing  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  colonel  Jackson  to  general  Knox,  dated  "  Boston,  8th 
rone,''  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga ;  also,  a  let- 
:er  of  this  day,  from  doctor  D.  Jackson,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  ap- 
K>iiitment  as  a  manager  of  the  United  States' lottery ;  and  a  letter  of  the 
M>tli,  from  Dr.  Shippen,  informing  •*  that  Dr.  Wa'^^r  Junes,  for  weighty  rea- 
ons,  cannot  accept  the  honor  Congress  did  him  in  appointing  him  physician- 
;eneral  of  the  hospital  in  the  middle  department ;"  and  that  he  gives  this  in- 
c>s-mation  at  the  desire  of  doctor  Jones ;  also,  a  letter  of  the  28th  of  May, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  president  of  the  council^of  safety  of  New- York, 
read  : 
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Ordfted^  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Washington,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence  : 

That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Shippen  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Jackson,  who  has  entered  into  the  service  of  the  geoe- 
ral -hospital,  have  leave  to  resisn  his  office  of  manager  of  the  lottery. 

A  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-York  laid  before  Congress  a  printed  pa- 
per, signed  ^  A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient,"  containing  an  extract  from 
the  minutes  of  Congress,  and  a  letter  signed  Thomas  Youn^,  to  the  inbaiii- 
tants  of  Vermont,  dated  <*  Philadelphia,  April  11,  1777,"  which  was  read: 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  P.  Van  Cortlandt,  and  the  foregoineuiot- 
ed  paper,  and  the  papers  formerly  received  from  the  convention  ^iKew- 
York,  respecting  the  difference  likely  to  arise  between  that  state  and  then- 
habitants  of  the  place  called  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  and  also  the  papers 
received  from  the  said  inhabitants,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  on  Wednesday,  resolve  itself  into  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  aforesaid  letters  and  papers. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  and  the  several  persons  by  him  late- 
ly employed  in  the  commissary's  department,  be  directed  to  supply  the  arm/ 
with  provisions  in  the  mode  which  they  have  heretofore  practiseo,  until  tk 
commissaries-general  on  the  new  establishment  shall  be  prepared  to  enter 
upon  the  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  com- 
niission  for  the  officers  in  the  commissary's  department. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  Elias  Boudinot,  esq.  commissary-jseneral  of  prisoners,  have 
power  to  appoint  three  deputies  under  him  in  addition  to  those  he  was  here- 
tofore autiiorized  to  appoint : 

That  all  comijnissaries  or  other  persons  in  the  several  states,  having  the 
custody  or  care  of  prisoners  of  war,  be  obliged,  at  any  time  when  reqoired  by 
the  commissary-general  of  prisoners,  or  his  deputies,  to  deliver  over  to  huDk 
or  his  deputies,  lul  such  prisoners  of  war  as  are,  or  shall  be*  in  thdr  care  or 
custody. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congress  took  into  consideratioii  the 
articles  of  confederaticm ;  and,  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

A  letter  of  the  I4th,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga,  with  seven  pa- 
pers enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brou^t  in  a  report;  Whereapon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war  for  200. 
000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  sent  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general,  Janatfatt 
Trumbull,  jun.  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  nortnern  department. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  re^rred,  being  pos^ned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  June  24, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  general  Washington,  at  Middlebrook;  cme»  ef 
the  2Sd,  from  Mr.  President  M*Kinley ;  one,  of  the  19th,  from  sowmrasr 
Livingston ;  and  a  petition  from  Henry  Yelverton  Price,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  referred  to  (ha 
committee  of  intelligence. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  president  M'KinleT  i 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  for  the  reasons  assigned' in  the  said  letter » 
the  militia  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  now  drawn  forth  into  actual 
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be  dncharged  ;  and  that  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  commissioDer  of  the 
continental  loaa-ofllce»  io  the  said  state^  in  favor  of  Mr*  Preeident  M^KLinley 
for  10^000  dollara,  tofN^  the  said  militia,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Daniel  fiucklin,  commander  of . the  (mrateer  Montgomeryj 
was  read :  Vf ' 

Ordered,  Thnt  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 
The  committee  on  the  treasurj  brought  in  a  report^  which  wae  taken 
into  consideration  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  continental  treasurer  in  favour  of 
John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for  the  sum  of  500,000  dollars,  to  be  sent  to 
him,  and'  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Re$olved,  That  there  be  allowed  for  holding  the  treaty  at  Fort  Pitt,  lately 
agreed  to,  3000  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  colonel  ueoige  Morgan,  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  allowed  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  middle  department 
for  Indian  affairs,  until  December  next,  1200  dollars,  be  paid  to  colonel 
Geoi^  Mor«in ;  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolvedj  That  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  8th  day 
of  January  last,  for  laying  up  magaaunes  of  provisions  at  Port-Pitt,  be  sus- 
pended, so  far  as  relates  to  Indian  expeditions,  of  which,  at  present,  from 
&e friendly  disposition  of  the  Indians,  there  seems  but  little  probability; 
and  that  a  ma^zine  be  laid  up  there,  sufficient  only  for  the  supply  of  tne 
posts  and  sarnsons  in  that  quarter. 

Resolved,  That  for  completing  boats  and  other  vessels  ordered  by  Congress 
to  be  kept  in  readiness  at  Fort-Pitt,  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel 
George  Morgan ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  boardof  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  1 200  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Robert  Higgins,  of  the 
8th  Yirsinia  regiment,  to  enable  him  to  complete  his  company ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  expenditure. 

Remlttd,  That  tne  board  of  war  write  to  the  commissary  of  prisoners^ 
instructing  him  to  pnipose  to  the  commissary  of  prisoners,  in   New-York, 
that  the  prisoners  of  each  party  in  the  present  war  be  supplied  with  such 
prowisionB,  clothing  or  other  necessaries  nuring  their  captivity  by  the  respec- 
tive captors,  as  may  be  approved  by  the  deputy  commissaries  resident  wnere 
tlie  prisoners  are  confined ;  fixing  in  the  contract  the  quantum  and  value  of 
A  mtion  of  provisions ;  the  clothing  and  necessaries  to  be  charged  at  the  cur* 
rent  prices ;  and  the  account  of  such  supplies  to  be  rendered  quarterly,  and 
the  belance  paid,  if  required,  in  provisions  at  the  current  rates,  if  due  from 
the    American  commissary ;  or  in  clothing  at  the  current  price,  if  due  from 
the  liritish  commissary. 

jResolved,  That  the  commissary  of  prisoners,  be  empowered  to  make  such 
contract  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  make  such  rea- 
sonable alterations  from  the  directions  of  the  board  of  war  as  he  nuiy  find 
necessary,  to  obtain  an  equitable  bargain  for  the  mutual  supply  of  prisoners. 
Jlesolved,  That  if  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  shall  not  be  able 
o  accomplish  a  contract  on  equitable  principles  within  the  space  of  three 
reeks  from  this  date,  he  be  authorized  to  sena  in  a  quantity  of  provisions  to 
lopply  the  prisoners  of  war  taken  by  the  enemy  and  now  in  New- York; 
hat  uie  overplus  provision,  beyond  what  the  prisoners  want  for  their  suste- 
imoce,  be  sold  to  supply  them  with  clothing  and  other  necessaries;  and  that 
t  be  recommended  to  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners^  not  to  divulge 
tila  resolution,  that  unreasonable  advantage  may  not  be  taken  of  it. 

nrhe  board  of  war  having  recommended,  that  deven  workmen  employed 
^f  colonel  Mark  Bird,  in  the  cannon-foundery  and  nail  worki,  in  Berks 
Vol  U.  23 
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eoantj  in  Pennsylvania,  carried  on  by  him  for  the  a»e  of  the  United  States, 
be  diAcbarged  from  the  tnilitia  into  which  they  are  draughted. 

Ordered,  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  sapreme  executive  counca 
of  the  state  of  Pennar Ivania. 

A  petition  from  iWdrew  Hodge,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  conmiittee ;  and  that  tiiey  be 
empowered  aiAl  instructed  to  take  measures  for  obtaining  an  exchange  ol 
Andrew  Hodge,  son  of  the  petitioner. 

A  petition  from  Robert  Levers  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Frost  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  commitlMi 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Whipple. 

Resolved.  That  another  member  t)e  added  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  election  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred*  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  25,  1777. 

Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Law,  three  delegates  from  Ccmnectiol, 
attended,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  May,  one,  of  the  11th,  and  one,  of  the  12tli  instill 
from  governor  Trumbull ;  and  one,  of  the  20th  May,  from  general  Spencef, 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into  considermtioB  tke 
articles  of  confederation. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day?  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  oon- 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  letter  from  A.  Ten  Broek,  |»resideflt  of 
tiie  convention  of  the  state  of  New- York,  dated  January  20th,  and  Ifardi 
Ist,  the  resolutions  passed  in  committee  of  safety  for  the  said  state,  Fok- 
Kill,  January  20,  1777;  also  a  petition  signed  Jonas  Fay,  Thomas  C\ntteii- 
den,  Heman  Allen,  and  Reuben  Jones,  in  behalf  of  the  people  stiling  them- 
selves inhabitants  of  the  New^Hampshire  grants,  datea  '^  New-Hamprinre 
crants,  Westminster,  15th  January,  1777;"  a  letter,  from  Pierre  Van  Cart- 
landt,  dated  28th  May,  1777;  and  the  printed  paper,  containing  a  letter 
signed  Thomas  Young  ^— «nd,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  presideBi 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  \d 
under  consideration  the  letters  and  papers  re^rred  to  them,  but  not  faafisg 
bad  time  to  eo  through  the  same,  desire  leave  to  sit  i^n. 

Resolved,  That  Congress,  on  Friday  neit,  resolve  itself  into  a.  comaKtee 
.  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  letters  and  papers  aAireaaid. 

A  letter  from  Monsieur  du  Coudray,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications,  brousht  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pos^ned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jum  26,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  Quibble-town,  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Matthew  Irwin,  was  read,  wherdn  he  in 
Congr^  that  he  cannot  accept  the  office  of  deputy  commissary-general  si 
issues,  to  which  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  him. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  commisemriHt 
to  whom  the  petition  of  John  Lawrit,  Michael  Mount,  and  Jacob  Mend  rick- 
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son,  and  tlie  petition  of  captain  Francis  Wade,  were  referred,  reported, 
^*  That  captain  Francis  Wade  was,  in  January  last,  commissioned  by  general 
Washiuton,  in  pursuance  of  authority  from  Congress,  to  collect  in  New- 
Jersej,  far  the  use  of  the  army,  all  the  beef,  pork,  flour,  spirits,  liquor,  &c.  not 
necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  tlie  inhabitants,  and  if  not  to  he  otherwise 
obtained,  to  use  force  for  that  purpose;  that  he  accordingly  collected  consi- 
derable quantities,  for  most  of  which,  greater  prices  were  asked  by  the  pro- 
prietors than  he  thought  proper  to  give ;— upon  due  consideration  whereof, 
your  committee  recommend,  that  captain  Francis  Wade  be  directed  to  pay 
the  following  prices  for  such  articles  by  him  taken  in  the  Jerseys,  early  in 
January  last,  which  were  not  paid  for  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  owners,  viz. 
pork  at  18  2-3ds  dollars;  West  India  rum  at  A  £-dds  dollars  per  gallon; 
French  and  country  rum  at  2  dollars  per  gallon ;  salt,  4  dollars  per  bushel ; 
sugar,  d4  dollars  per  hundred ;  cheese,  lo^^QOths  dollar  per  lb.  hogs-lard, 
I2-90th8  dollar  per  lb.    That  they  bft>^  enquired  iato  captaiu  Wade's  cpn- 
duct  as  a  public  officer^  and  are  of  of  iniout  that  he  acted  with  as  little  s^ve^ 
rity  as  might  be  expected  in  the  execution  of  such  an  office,  ever  disagr^^? 
ble  to  a  free  people  to  hate  exercised  among  them,  and  which  nothing  but 
pure  necessity  could  authorize." 

The  committee  farther  report,  in  addition  to  their  report  of  the  14th  April 
last,  "That  havingjin  the  course  of  their  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
coramiasarics,  received  sundry  informations  respecting  the  misconduct  of  Mr* 
Carpenter  Wharton,  they,  at  his  request,  furnished  him  with  the  charges 
bronsht  against  him,  which  were  sent  by  a  messenger  of  this  house,  and  are 
as  f<Mlows,  viz. 

1.  That  during  the  last  campaign,  he  neglected  his  duty  in  not  seasonably 
supplying  the  army  with  provisions,  and  put  the  general  under  the  necessity 
of  appointing  a  commissary  in  his  stead. 

2.  That  in  the  fall  of  the  last  year,  he  brought  to  Fort  Lee,  such  a  large 
nnnber  of  cattle,  by  his  own  acknowledgment,  not  less  than  700,  others  say 
more,  at  a  time,  that  they  suffered  greatly  for  want  of  proper  keeping,  and 
became  unfit  for  beef,  manv  of  them  in  such  state  when  delivered,  and  from 
the  largeness  of  their  numbers  many  were  lost;  and  upon  the  retreat  of  our 
army  across  Delaware  river,  droves  of  cattle  by  his  direction  were  brought 
ioy  out  of  one  of  which  droves,  £54  cattle  were  taken  as  unfit  for  killing, 
aad  sent  to  his  farm  to  winter,  which  he  acknowledges  w.ere  sold,  the  loss 
upon  which,  it  is  supposed,  the  public  are  charsed  witn. 

3.  That  he  purchased  large  quantities  of  nour  to  supply  the  macaziues 
and  army,  at  extravagant  prices,  much  beyond  what  the  same  might  have 
t»een  procured  for,  employing  persons  to  purchase,  either  wholly  unacquaint- 
ed with  business,  or  such  as  designedly  raised  the  prices  with  a  view  to  in- 
crease their  profits,  under  the  idea  of  receiving  commissions. 

4.  That  he  raised  the  price  of  pork  by  bidding  either  by  himself  or  asents, 
nEBUcb  greater  prices  than  the  people  he  purchased  from  had  aereed  to  sell  the 
same  Tor,  to  other  commissaries;  that  he  also  purchased  rum  at  prices 
[iig;her  than  the  same  might  have  been  obtained  for. 

3*  That  so  far  from  endeavoring  to  serve  the  public  faithfully,  he  refused 
to  confer  with  other  commissaries  for  concerting  a  mode  to  prevent  the  ex- 
xAvaguit  rise  of  provisions,  by  their  bidding  upon  each  other,  said  he  would 
;ake  nis  own  method  of  purchasing,  and  others  might  do  the  same. 

6*  That  he  n^lected  his  duty  in  not  purchasing  larger  quantities  of  pork, 
n  tixe  proper  season,  when  the  same  might  haVe  been  had  on  reasonable  terms* 

1*liat  since  sending  the  above  charges,  the  committee  have,  till  tliis  time, 
lelajf  ed  any  further  proceedings  therein,  that  Mr.  Wharton  might  have  suf- 
icient  time  to  offer  what  he  thought  proper  in  vindication  of  his  conduct,  but 
not  heard  any  thing  further  from  him:  they  are  therefore  of  opinion. 
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that  Mr.  Carpenter  Wharton  ooe;ht  to  be  inmediatelj  rehired  to  settle  A 
his  commissarial  accounts  with  the  commisaioaers  for  auditing  accounts  now 
sitting  in  Philadelphia ;  and  that  the  said  commiasMNiers  be  famished  witk 
the  said  charges,  and  such  other  information  as  the  committee  may  think 
proper  to  ^Te,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  detect  frauds  if  attemptra*  muk 
de  justice  in  the  premises." 

Resolved^  That  the  said  report  be  agreed  to. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congress  took  into  consideratioi  iht 
articles  of  confederation  ;  and,  after  debate  thereon, 

Bestdvedt  That  the  fiirther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Jiiiis  ar,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  t9th,  from  W.  Ajiett,at  Willi«nsbarg ;  one,  of  tbc^Otk* 
hntn  'W.  Finnie,  D.  Q.  M.  O.  also,  a  letter  from  geversor  Heorj,  to  the 
delogates  of  Vtri^nia,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  onttie  treasury  reported. 

That  there  should  be  adranced  to  colonel  George  Momn,  20,000  doHin, 
for  completing  the  payment  of  money  he  has  engaged  for  on  oootracti  f« 
provisions,  which  are  directed  to  be  laid  up  in  magazines  at  Fort-Pitt,  for  fkt 
supply  of  the  different  garrisons  in  that  quarter ;  for  the  expenditure  of 
whiclT,  the  said  colonel  George  Momn  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sum  be  advanced. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claiim,  thesn- 
ditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Aitken,  for  768  Journals  of  Congress,  a  oep- 
per-plate  printing-press,  fcc  1487.6  dollars : 

To  colonel  Heniy  Haller,  for  the  expenses  of  escorting  23  Canarfnn  pri- 
soners from  Reading  to  Paulus'  Hook,  with  two  stage  and  three  hagg^^ 
wagons,  twenty  days  on  the  road,  1044.88  dollars,  and  for  56  lb.  of  leu, 
for  the  use  of  bis  Mttalion,  3.66  dollars,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  1048. 
64  dollars : 

To  Rebecca  Terry,  for  dieting  soldiers  of  captain  Grier's  companj,  6.79 
dollars : 

To  Robert  M*Rnight,  for  a  gun  and  bayonet, his  property,  lost  in  there* 
treat  from  Trenton  last  winter,  13.30  dollars : 

To  Franklin  Davenport,  as  brigade-major  under  colonels  Griffin,  New* 
combe  and  Penrose,  in  the  militia  service  of  New-Jersey,  for  paj  firomAe 
i8£d  of  December,  1776,  to  S6th  January,  1777,  56.48  dollars: 

To  William  Tricket,  for  stationary  he  Airnished  for  the  use  of  CoagreM 
and  the  treasnir-office,  102  dollars : 

To  colonel  George  Morgan,  for  the  balance  of  his  account  in  the  Ib£u 
department,  42-36  dollars : 

To  Jacob  Neff,  for  sundry  meals  supplied  troops  of  the  militia  on 
inarch,  23.72  dollars : 

To  William  Pollard,  for  the  expenses  of  sik  of  the  Philadelphia  light* 
to  bring  colonel  Haussegger  from  Lebanon,  by  order  of  general  Gmtes,  6S.I4 
dollars : 

To  William  Hall,  for  the  expenses  offour  of  the  Philadelphia  light-hcnrse^ 
on  their  expedition  to,  Princeton  with  a  charge  of  money,  as  also  atfeadiflf 
prisoners  to  CoryelPs  Ferry,  60.47  dollars : 

To  George  Derland,  a  private  in  capt.  James  M*Clure's  company,  for  1ms 
gun,  bayonet,  &c.  lost  at  Fort- Washington,  16.60  dollars : 

To  major  Thomas  Leonard,  a  prisoner  on  parole  at  Readily,  being  of 
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lonel  Skinner's  corps  in  the  British  senrice,  for  his  allowance  from  the  Sd 
of  March  to  the  22d  of  June,  being  1 6  weeks,  at  2  dollars  per  week,  32  dollars. 
Orimi,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported,  That  they  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  request  of  the  commissarr-general  referred  to  them  for  sop- 
pijn;  Mr.  Matthew  Irwin  with  80,000  doTlars,  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  the 
mambes  of  provisions  laid  up  in  Pennsylvania;  that  thej  have  been  at- 
tenaed  by  Mr.  Irwin,  and  in  answer  to  tneir  enauirj  how  this  money  was 
intended  to  be  disposed  of,  were  informed,  that  Joseph  Pennel  last  winter 
pnrchased,  in  Lancaster  and  York-Town,  about  20,000  barrels  of  flour^ 
1 1,000  Iwshels  of  wheat  end  15,000  gallons  of  whiskey,  which  are  still  stored 
at  ^086  places  and  yalley-Fon[;e,  and  that  a  balance  of  20,000  dollars  re- 
main dne  to  Mr.  Fennel,  and  that  Mr.  Dunham  wants  12,000  dollars  to  pay 
for  cattle  lent  to  head -quarters.  That  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  the 
said  ioorand  wheat  are  in  great  danger  ot  perishing,  and  must  be  wholly 
lost  to  the  public^  unless  some  effe<itoal  means  are  applied  for  their  pre- 
servation. 

Tlie  committee  farther  report.  That  they  are  also  informed  by  Mr.  Irwin^ 
that  the  price  ofcattlein  Pennsylvanift'ts  moat  exorbitant,  and  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  isikdvisable  to  direct  the  commissary -general  to  suffer  as  few  as  pos- 
sible to  be  purchased  in  that  state ;  Whereupon, 

Movti,  l^at  80  much  of  the  said  report  as  relates  to  the  perishable  state 
^  tke  wheat  and  floor,  t>e  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to 
confer  with  Mr.  (X  Ludwick,  superintendent  of  bakers,  on  th^  subject,  and 
direct  mcasares  to  be  immediately  taken  for  preserving  the  said  wheat  and 
ionr: 

That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  relates  to  the  high  price  of  cattle  in 
Pennsylvania,  be  sent  to  the  commissary-general  of  purchases,  and  that  ho 
be  directed  to  suffer  as  few  as  possible  to  be  purchased  in  that  state. 

(Mend,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Matthew  Irwin,  agent  to  Joseph 
TrambuU,  esq.  commissary-general,  80,000  dollars,  agreeable  to  the  said 

<:<Hnmifiiary's  request ;  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordtrti^  That  there  be  advanced  to  Rowland  Madison,  captain  of  a  com- 
pany of  foot,  in  the  12th  continental  regiment,  raised  in  Virginia,  and  com- 
^med  by  colonel  ]MatB  Wood,  500  dollars,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  the 
««d  regiment. 

Ordared,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office,  in 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  commissary -ge- 
neral, for  100,000  dollars ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan -office  in 
he  state  of  New-York,  in  favor  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  deputy  pay- 
>^ter  reneral  in  the  northern  department,  for  200,000  dollars;  for  which 
e  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Gibson, 
iq.  aoditor-eeaeral,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  sent  to  him,  for  which  he  is  to 
» accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the 
ate  of  New-Jersey,  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  New-Jersey,  for  31,000  dol- 
rs,  for  the  use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 
Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  James  Holmes,  of  col.  Mar- 
l's New-Jersey  battalion,  300  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  battalion. 
Ordered,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Jacob  Weaver,  of  the 
dependent  company  at  Lancaster,  for  the  use  of  the  said  company ;  he  to 

accountable  for  the  expenditure. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  a  deputy  commissary- 
neral  of  issues  in  the  roomof  Mr.  Irwin,  who. has  declined  serving. 
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The  seyeral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postpeaed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  June  28,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th  of  Maj,  from  William  Bingham,  at  St.  Pierre's^  Mtf- 
tinico,  to  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence,  was  laid  before  Congreii, 
and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  appbcatioM. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  Robert  lUtchie,  was  read,  reqoeatiiBg  latre  it 
resiflp  the  office  of  a  manager  of  the  lottery,  '<  as  the  twsmess  of  a  cmi- 
missioner  of  claims,  to  which  Congress  has  lieen  pleased  to  appoint  him,  ci- 
grosses  the  whole  of  his  time :" 

Eesolved,  That  leave  be  granted  to  him. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  David  Hall  and  others,  with  sundry  papoa  €a- 
closed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  Tlmt  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chosen.  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  S.  AdaM 
and  Mr.  Wilson. 

Memdved,  Thai  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  €fMmd%n&m 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  applioattons  respecting  Itennev  iki 
Coudray. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  cow- 
deration  the  letters  and  papers  from  the  state  of  New-York,  the  petition  freoi 
Jonas  ^ay  and  others,  and  the  printed  paper  referred  to  them ;  apld  after  seiise 
time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported^  tiiat  the 
committee  nave  had  under  consideration  the  papers  referred  to  them,  sad 
have  come  to  sundry  resolutions  thereon,  but  not  having  bad  tinse  to  finish, 
desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  (>)ngress,  on  Monday  next,  be  resolved  into  a  oomnittee 
of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  papers  aforesaid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  June  SO,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Middlebrook ;  one,flf 
the  27th,  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  and  one,  of  this  day,  from  col.Georp 
Morgan,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull  be  referred  to  tiie  baaid 
of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  Gtli,  and  one  of  the  27th  of  February,  from  Silas  Deane»«i^ 
at  Paris,  directed  to  the  committee  on  foreign  applications : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  applitatiwa 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Connectic^ 
for  the  use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sherman  have  leave  of  absence. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Law  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  ct 
in  the  room  of  Mr*  Sherman. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  Indian 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Walton  and  Mr.  Duane. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  conaidi 
ther  the  letters  and  pa^rs  from  the  state  of  New- York,  the  petition  fr 
nas  Fay,  &c.  and  the  printed  papers ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  tfaercom^i 
president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
tee  have  had  under  consideration  the  letters  and  papers  referred  to  (' 
have  come  to  sundry  resolutions  thereupon,  which  ne  was  rendy  to 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  now  received* 
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l%e  report  from  the  committee  (rf  the  whole  Congress  being  read,  was 
•greed  to,  as  follows : 

Rnolved,  That  Congress  is  composed  of  delegates  chosen  by,  and  repre^ 
sentiiur^e  communities  respectively  inhabiting  the  territories  of  New-Ham  p- 
shiren^assachosetts-Baj,  Khode-lsland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con- 
necticut, New- York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  as  tiiey  respectively 
stood  at  the  time  of  its  first  institution ;  that  it  was  instituted  for  the  purposes 
of  securing  and  defending  the  communities  aforesaid  against  the  usurpations, 
oppressions,  and  hostile  invasions  of  Great-Britain ;  and  that,  therefore,  it 
cannot  be  intended  that  Congress,  by  any  of  its  proceedings,  would  do  or  re- 
commend or  countenance  any  thing  injurious  to  the  rights  and  jurisdictions 
oC  the  several  communities  which  it  represents. 

ReaUved^  That  the  independent  government  attempted  to  be  established 
by  the  people  styling  themselves  inhabitants  of  the  New -Hampshire  Grants, 
can  derive  no  countenance  or  justification  from  the  act  of  Congress  declaring 
the  United  Colonies  to  be  independent  of  the  cro^n  of  Great-Britain,  nor 
from  any  other  act  or  resolution  of  Congress. 

Baoived^  That  the  petition  of  Jonas  Fay,  Thomas  Chittenden,  Heman  Al- 
len and  Reuben  Jones,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  people  styling  them- 
selves as  aforesaid,  praying  that  <<  their  declaration,  that  they  would  consi- 
der (bemsel  ves  as  a  tree  and  independent  state  may  be  received ;  that  the  dis- 
trict in  the  said  petition  described  may  be  ranked  among  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent states,  and  that  delegates  therefrom  may  be  admitted  to  seats  in 
Confess,"  be  dbmissed. 

&olved.  That  Congress,  by  raising  and  officering  the  regiment  com- 
nanded  by  col.  Warner,  never  meant  to  give  any  encouragement  to  the 
claim  of  tbe  people  aforesaid,  to  be  considered  as  an  independent  state ;  but 
tlutt  the  reason  which  induced  Congress  to  form  that  corps  was,  that  many 
officers  of  different  states,  who  had  served  in  Canada,  anu  alleged  that  they 
«ou\d  soon  raise  a  regiment,  but  were  then  unprovided  for,  might  be  reia- 
Itaxed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  a  printed  paper,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  afore- 
said, dated  Philadelphia,  April  11,  1777,  and  subscribed  Thomas  Youne, 
was  laid  before  Congress  by  one  of  the  delegates  of  New -York,  to  which  aa- 
dressis  prefixed  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  May,  1776,  and  in 
which  are  contained  the  following  paragraphs :  '*  I  have  taken  the  minds  of 
several  of  the  leading  members  of  the  honorable  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  can  assure  you,  that  you  have  nothing  to  do,  -but  to  send  attested  copies 
of  the  recommendation  to  take  up  government,  to  every  township  in  your 
district,  and  invite  all  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  to  meet  and  choose 
membera  for  a  general  convention,  to  meet  at  an  early  day  to  choose  dele- 
gates for  the  general  Congress  and  committee  of  safety,  and  to  form  a  con- 
stitution for  yourselves.  Your  friends  here  tell  me  that  some  are  in  doubt, 
whether  delegates  from  your  district  would  be  admitted  into  Congress*  I 
teli  yon  to  organize  fairly,  and  make  the  experiment,  and  I  will  ensure  you 
success  at  the  risque  of  my  reputation,  as  a  man  of  honor  or  common  sense. 
Indeed,  they  can  by  no  means,  refuse  you :  you  have  as  good  a  right  to 
choose  how  you  will  be  governed,  and  by  whom,  as  they  had.'' 

Eeaelvtdj  That  the  contents  of  the  said  paragraphs  are  derogatory  to  the 
honor  of  Congress,  are  a  gross  misrepresentation  of  the  resolutions  of 
Coi^^ress  therem  referred  to,  and  tend  to  deceive  and  mislead  the  people  to 
whom  they  are  addressed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY,  JM^y  I,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  and  30th  of  June,  fromeenerai  Washington,  at  Hirf* 
diebrook ;  one,  of  the  SOth,  from  Jos.  Trambult,  commissarj -genera)  ;  one* 
of  the  19th,  from  H.  Harrison,  jun.  deputy  paj-master  general,  at  WiHian*- 
burg ;  one,  of  Hie  28th,  from  Jonathan  Haakon,  at  Baltimore ;  one,  of  thisdtj, 
from  James  Mease,  and  one,  of  the  18th  of  March,  from  A.  Lee,  esq.it 
Vitoria,  in  Spain,  to  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence,  were  rnd: 
also  m  letter,  of  the  SOth  of  June,  from  gtivemor  Hfenry,  of  Virginia,  to  tbt 
delegates  from  that  state  in  Congress,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letters  of  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th  of  June,  from  general 
'Washington,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  in- 
telligence. 

That  the  letter  from  governor  Henrj  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  sent  to  cdi.  Charles  Harrison,  of  the  r^hneit 
of  artillery  raised  in  Virginia,  to  halt  in  Virginia  till  further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  at  Baltimore  in  fimir  •( 
James  Mease,  clothier-general,  for  10,000  dollars,  for  the  public  servicfilie 
to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  20>000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  ia 
favor  of  Jonathan  Hudson,  deputy  paj-master  at  Baltimore,  for  public  ler 
Tice,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  B.  Harrison,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trci- 
surj,  and  the  letter  from  A.  Lee,  to  the  committee  on  foreign  aflfairs. 

A  letter,  from  governor  Caswell,  of  North-Carolina,  to  the  delegates  af 
that  state  in  Congress,  dated  Newbern,  June  11th,  and  enclosing  a  billff 
eichange  for  700  dollars,  drawn  on  the  continental  treasurer,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury* 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported,  that  they  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  letters  from  governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Aylett;  deputy 
commissanr-general,  Mr.  Finnic,  deputy  quarter-roaster  general,  and  an 
account  of  provisions  purchased  in  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States; 
and  find,  that  besides  twenty  car^s  of  flour,  amounting  to  10262  barreli, 
shipped  from  different  parts  of  Virginia,  on  continental  account,  by  order 
of  the  commissary -general,  there  remains  stored  in  different  places  of  tint 
commonwealth,  10676  barrels  of  flour,  1100  barrels  of  pork,  and  5790  bv* 
rels  of  Indian  corn,  which,  exclusive  of  several  cargoes  and  expenditvs* 
not  accounted  for,  amount  to  J^  48,107  9  3),  of  which  Mr.  Aylett  hasit- 
ceived  £  23,727  2  8,  and  he  claims  a  balance  in  his  favor  of  jS 24,383  %  T); 
that  tliis  state  of  his  accounts  is  collected  from  a  rough  estimate  trauiBJ^ 
ted  by  Mr.  Aylett,  unattended  by  proofs  or  vouchers ;  that  they  cannitM 
express  their  apprehensions  that  the  flour  and  com  which  remain  storeife 
Virginia,  arc  in  great  danger  of  perishing,  and  being  lost  to  the  piitrfic  *"^ 
thelieat  of  the  weather,  and  the  difficulty  of  transportation,  unless 
effectual  means  be  speedily  adopted  for  their  preservation:  Whe 

Resolved^  That  the  accounts  of  provisions  shipped  from,  and 
Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
in  order  tliat  the  proper  enquiry  be  made  into  the  state  of  these  * 
sions,  and  the  most  effectual  means  be  adopted  to  prevent  their  pcu 
or  being  lost  to  the  public  : 

That  a  warrant  oe  drawn  by  the  president  on  Benjamin  Harrison* 
deputy  pay -roaster  general,  in  the  southern  department,  for  60,000  d  ' 
on  account  of  his  present  demands,  and  that  Mr.  Aylett  be  informed  1 
boanl  of  treasury,  that  agreeably  to  the  late  regulations  of  the  comm* 
genenCl's  department,  no  money  can  be  furnished  in  /uture  for  the 
his  depaartment,  but  through  the  commissary-general  of  purchases,  to 
he  must  apply. 
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The  comaittee  on  the  treasarj  farther  reported,  "  That  William  Finniey 
esq.  deputj  quarter-master  general  in  the  southern  department,  should  haTe 
leare,  agreeable  to  his  request,  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  settle 
his  accounts  with  the  commissioners  of  accounts  hoidine  their  oflBce  at  the 
trea8afT,ander  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury :''  Whereupon, 
Bemved,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  James  Lee,  towards 
recruiting  the  artillery,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Henrj  Knox,  briga- 
dier-genmd  of  artillery,  the  same  being  in  full  of  a  bill  drawn  in  hisfavour^ 
by  the  said  brigadier-gen.  Knox,  dated  camp,  at  Quibbletown,  25th  June,  1777* 
Ordend,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Jacob  Blount,  escj.  appointed  pay* 
master  to  the  North-Carolina  troops  bv  that  state,  or  to  his  deputy  William 
Blount,  24,000  dollars  for  the  pay  of  the  said  troops,  for  which  the  said  pay- 
master is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  James  Marbury,  of  the  Sd 
bittaliou  of  Maryland  continental  troops,  commanded  by  colonel  Mordecai 
Gist,  for  the  use  of  a  detachment  of  the  said  battalion  under  his  command, 
and  to  be  charged  to  the  said  battalion,  £04  dollars :  and  for  the  use  of  a 
detachment  also  under  his  command,  of  one  of  the  sixteen  battalions,  com- 
manded by  Nathaniel  Gbt,  260  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  battalion : 
and  for  the  use  of  a  detachment  also  under  his  command,  of  the  4th  Mary- 
land continental  battalion,  commanded  by  colonel  J.  Carvil  Hall,  to  be 
cfiai^ged  to  that  battalion,  55  dollars:  and  for  the  use  of  a  detachment  also 
under  hb  command  of  the  7tli  Maryland  continental  battalion,  commanded 
bj  colonel  John  Gunby,  40  doltars,  to  be  charged  to  that  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Dr.  W.  Shippen,  director-general  of 
the  military  hospital,  25,000  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  commissary-general^ 
which  was  read  this  morning,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three: 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Roberdeau. 
Cim^-ess  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  commissary -general  of 
issues,  in  ^  room  of  Mr.  [ryin,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Robert  Hoops 
was  elected. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  physician-general  of  the  hospital 
10  the  middle  department,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Jones,  and,  the  ballots  being 
tikeaf 
Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  was  elected. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
miereupon, 

Resoivedj  Thut  the  part  of  governor  TrumbulPs  letter,  of  the  12th  of 
ane,  which  relates  to  supplying  the  state  of  Connecticut,  with  a  number  of 
ms,  be  referred  to  general  Washington. 

Beeolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affiiirs  be  empowered  to  receive 
tun  Mr.  Levy,  the  wampum  in  his  hands,  belonging  to  the  public,  and  to 
bpose  of  the  same  for  the  public  service. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  2,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter,  of  the  SOth  June,  from  colonel  6.  Morgan,  be 
^erred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  June  the  SOth,  from 
leph  Tmrobull,  esq.  commissary-general,  brought  in  a  report  which  was 
Len.  into  consideration  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the^deputy  commissaries^general  of  purchases,  respectively, 
autliorized  to  make  reasonable  allowances^  to  svcl^  of  the  assistant- 
VoL.  11.  24 
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commissaries,  as  are  employed  in  buying  and  collectiiig  H?e  stock  for  til 
extraordinary  traydling  expenses,  which  they  maybe  necessarily  pat  to,  B«t 
exceeding  t  l-3d  dollar  per  day  for  such  additional  allowance : 

That  £ere  bt  paid  to  the  assistant-commissaries  of  issues,  eacb,  60  dol- 
lars a  month. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  the  form  of  the  commission,  toheflW 
np  according  to  the  sereral  stations  of  the  sereral  commissaries  of  pordmes, 
iind  issues,  viz* 

IN  CONGRESS. 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New-Hampshire,  MassachusctU-Biy, 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  !^ef- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolini, 
South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to ^\Ve  reposing  special  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  your  patriotism,  conduct,  and  fidelity,  do,  by  these  presents,  coniti- 

tutc  and  appoint  you  to  be in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  niwl 

for  the  defence  of  American  liberty,  and  for  repelling  every  hostile  innaia 
thereof:  you  are  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently,  to  dischai^  thedutyrf 

^by  doing  and  performing  ail  manner  of  things  thereunto  beloDp^* 

And  you  are  to  observe,  and  follow  such  orders,  anddirectionSjfromtiKta 
time,  as  you  ^all  receive  from  this,  or  a  future  Congress  oi  the  tmtd 
States,  or  committee  of  Congress  for  that  purpose  appointed,  or  commaoderin 
chief  for  the  time  being  of  Qie  army  of  the  iJnitea  States,  or  any  other  jwtf 
superior  officer,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  in  pttreutBce 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  you.  Tliis  commission  to  continue  in  force  aotil  re- 
voked by  this,  or  a  future  Congress. 

Dated  at 

By  order  of  Congress,  IVefiW* 

Attest- 

Coneress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  surgeon-general  of  theiop^  oi 
the  middle  department,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Rush ;  and,  the  ballots  being t^^> 

Dr.  William  Brown  was  elected. 

Resolved^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  bolurd  of  war : 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Duer.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into  conflideratioQ,vt 
articles  of  confederation.  , 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  on  monsiear  dn  Coidiap 
affairs ;  Whereupon, 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  laid  before  Congress  the  tullovi(!$ 
ps^pers: 

1.  Articles  of  agreement,  entered  into  between  Silas  Deane,  ontheitf, 
part,  and  the  sieur  Philippus  Charles  John  Baptist  Tronson  dii  CotdiQ) 
adjutant-general  of  artillery,  in  the  serrice  of  France,  dated  Ilth  of  Septe** 
ber,  1777. 

2.  Compte  rendu  a  Messr.  les  deputes  de  I'honorable  Congreas,  des  Etati 
Unie  d^  Amerique,  par  Monsr.  du  Coudry;  with  a  translation* 

3.  A  bundle  of  original  papers  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  aocouut 

4.  An  agreement  entered  into  between  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Sili^ 
Deane,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chevalier  du  Portail,  lieote- 
nant-colonel  in  the  royal  corps  of  engineers  of  France,  monsieur  de  Ltf"^ 
major,  monsieur  de  Gouvion,  captain^and  monsieur  La  Radiere,  mtjor  iBr* 
said  corps,  together  with  observations  thereon,  both  in  French  and  Eog^^ 

And  the  said  committee  reported,  an  their  opinion,  tlmt  the  considenti 
of  these  several  agreements  and  papers  should  oe  referred  to  a  comoiittee 
the  whole  Conmss ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  agreements,  &c.  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  ^ 
whole.    Congress  was  then  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  cob 
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aider  tie  forejioiiig  papers ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  presideot  resumed  the 
chur,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  con- 
sideration, the  agreements  and  papera  referred  to  them,  but,  not  ^having  had 
^e  to  go  thrm^  the  same,  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Bmkid,  That  Concress,  on  Saturday  next,  resoTve  itself  into  a  committeoi 
ef  At  iriiole,  to  consider  farther  the  papers  before  mentioned. 

The  aeveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  July  3,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  tiie  1st,  from  general  Washington,  at  Middlebrook ;  one,  of 
the  23th  of  June,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga,  ^ with  sundry  napera 
tiBckeed;  one,  of  the  2d,  from  Joseph  Trumbull ;  one,  of  the  30th  ot  June, 
from  general  Putnam,  at  Peekskill ;  one,  of  the  22d  of  June,  from  Dr.  Potts, 
at  Ticooderoga^;  one,  of  the  I6th  of  June,  from  John  Avery,  depu^  secre- 
tary, dated  council-chamber,  Boston ;  and  one,  of  the  1st  of  July,  from  ge* 
aeral  Sttlli?an,  at  Middlebrook ;  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  and  general  Schuyler, 
with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war;  that  so  much  of 
general  Washino^oo's  as  relates  to  money  matters,  and  the  letter  from  Joseplt 
Tromball,  be  referred  to  the  beard  of  treasury,  and  that  tiie  letter  from  Dr. 
Pott4  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  SSd  of  June,  from  William  Greene,  speaker  of  the  gieneral 
assembly  of  Rbode-Islaod  and  Providence  Plantations,  to  the  delegates  ia 
Coagress  from  that  state,  was  read : 
(Mereif  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasunr. 
The  conaiittee  to  whom  the  letter  fr^om  David  Hall  and  others,  with  the 
pallets  aoconqiatiying  the  same,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report;  Where- 
upon, 

J^eealffeit  That  the  president  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  be  requested  to 
order  two  hundred  of  the  militia  of  that  state,  to  join  and  co-operate  with 
colonel  Richardson's  regiment  s 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  executive  authority 

of  the  atateof  Delaware,  to  adopt  and  pursue  the  most  vigorous  and  effectual 

neuures  for  checkim;  the  spreading  of  disaffection  in  that  part  of  the  state ; 

lliat  for  accomplishing  this  end  congress  will  afford  to  tne  state  of  Dela- 

wauB  every  aasiatance  by  the  continenUl  troops  ordered  into  the  county  of 

Sussex,  and  by  all  such  other  measures  as  may  be  found  to  be  necessary. 

^eeolved.  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  effectual  meaaures^ 
^or  completely  arming,  as  speedily  as  possible,  colonel  Richardson's  bat- 
alien,  which  ts  ordered  into  Sussex  county  in  the  state  of  Delaware. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions,  and  also  of 
he  letter  ef  the  24th  of  June,  (tofa  David  Hall  and  others,  together  with 
opies  of  the  depositions  accompanying  the  aame,  be  seat  to  the  president' 
r  the  state  of  Delaware,  and  to  cdionel  Richardson* 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  tea  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

SATURDAY,  July  5,  1777. 

A  letter,  ef  the  25th  June,  from  general  St  Clair,  at  Ticonderoga;  one, 
the  1st  of  July,  from  major-general  Green,  and  one,  of  the  same  date, 
mi  brindier-general  Knox ;  one,  of  the  30th  of  Juaoi  from  bHgadier-ge« 
ral  Wayne; 

A  petition  from  col.  M.  Hazen,  and  one,  from  Robert  Anderson,  were  read: 
Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  general  St.  Clair,  witii  the  papers  enclosed, 
referred  to  the  board  of  war : 
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That  the  petition  from  colonel  Hazen,  with  tke  papers  accompanjing  the 
aaroe,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  board  of  treasury  reported,  that  they  haye  had  mider  cmisideratian 
the  petition  of  captain  William  Jenkins,  referred  to  them  tbe  llth  of  Oci»- 
ber  fast,  and  he  haying  been  qualified  to  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  let 
forth,  thev  are  of  opinion  that  he  should  be  paid  ISO  dollars,  which  he  bd  < 
received  for  the  payment  of  his  company  and  lost  in  the  retreat  fron  the 
si^  of  Quebec. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  farther  reported, 

That  a  warrant  should  be  drawn  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissiMer  of 
the  loan-office,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  John  Gib8(Ni,eM\. 
auditor-general,  for  100,000  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  another  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  auditor-general,  in  finvor  of  Rickid 
Ellis,  for  700  dollars,  being  in  full  of  a  bill  drawn  by  bis  excellency  govenur 
Caswell,  of  North-Carolina,  in  part  of  the  expenses  of  horses  and  carriages 
and  other  necessaries  furnished  colonel  Derford  and  five  other  French  gci* 
tleroen  of  his  party  on  their  journey  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  to  be 
charged  to  the  said  governor: 

That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Flower,  commissary-general  of  mStnj 
stores,  10,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  by  the  president  on  Benjamin  Harri8on,j«a. 
esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the  southern  department,  in  fay»r  of  co- 
lonel William  Aylett,  deputy  commissary-general  in  the  said  departmiDti 
for  54,000  dollars,  the  said  colonel  Aylett  to  be  accountable: 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  Jacob  Mehs,  lieutenant  in  captaiii  An- 
derson's company  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  regiment  commanded  by  cok  Widter 
Stewart,  200  dollars,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  Hie  said  c^ginaeat : 

That  a  wammtbe  drawn  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war  for  524,000  Mhn, 
to  be  transmitted  by  them  to  the  pay-master  general  for  the  pay  oitheMrmr: 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-oiSee  lor  the 
state  of  Rhode-Island,  to  pay  to  the  orderof  the  general  assembly  of  the  aaoA 
state,  190,000  dollars,  for  which  they  are  to  be  accountable ; 

That  there  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Rbode^Iilaad, 
10,000  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  answer  a  bill  drawn  on  them  for  the  use 
of  the  said  state,  and  for  which  that  state  is  to  be  accountable : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid  or  advanced,  or  warrants  drawn. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  Lux  and  Bowley,  Samuel  and  Robert  Parviaaoe 
and  David  Stewart,  directed  to  Robert  Morris,  esq.  was  laid  before  Coi^git» 
and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  secret  committee* 

Whereas,  the  secret  committee,  by  the  absence  of  a  number  of  members^  • 
is  deduced  to  two, 

Resolved,  That  a  new  committee,  to  be  styled,  '^  The  committee  of  c«h 
merce,"  be  now  appointed,  to  consist  of  five  members ;  that  this  conMnittee 
be  vested  with  the  powers  granted  to  the  secret  committee,  and  titat  ^ 
members  of  the  late  secret  committee  be  directed  to  settle  and  dose  tbek 
accounts  and  transfer  the  balances  to  the  committee  of  commerce : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  P.  Livingston,  Mr.  W.  SmiAw 
Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Ordered,  That  the  case  of  Nicholas  Davis,  formerly  referr^  to  tbe 
committee,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  dfums, 
ditor-gAeral  reports. 

That  there  is  due. 

To  John  Coats,  for  his  musket,  lost  after  die  battle  of  Princeton,  he 
been  disabled,  14  60-90ths  dollars : 


ate 
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To  Frederkk  Bickittgy  for  142  reuns  of  paper  for  continental  bills  of 
credit,  14^  dollars : 

To  captain  Thomas  Landsdale,  late  a  lieutenant  in  captain  Howard'a 
company  of  colonel  Hall's  battalion  of  Maryland  fljing-camp,  for  provisions 
and  necessaries  supplied  365  men,  discharged  from  New-York,  in  January 
last,  118  ]5-90ths  dollars: 

To  the  owners  of  the  powder*house,  for  storage  of  434^  barrels  of  pow- 
der, 57  81-90ths  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the  widow  Spring : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  deposition  of  Thomas  M^Arthur,  taken  before  Joshua  Elder,  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, respecting  the  conduct  of  Davies,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  employed 
in  rarohasin^norses,  was  laid  before  Conrress  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war* 

On  application  from  the  marine  committee, 

Ordared,  That  a  warrant  for  40,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  commissioner 
•f  the  loan-ofice  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  favor  of  John  Brad- 
foti,  esq.  and  a  warrant  for  SOW  dollars  on  the  deputy  pay-master  general, 
inYirginia,  in  favor  of  John  Tazewell,  the  continental  agent,  for  the  use  of 
^  frigate  Virginia ;  and  another  warrant  for  20,000  dollars  on  the  commis* 
aiooer  of  tiie  loan-officein  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  governor  Trum- 
bull, lor  the  use  of  the  frigates  building  there,  the  same  being  in  part  of  the 
nooej  heretofore  granted  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  colonels  Hale,  Scammell,  and  Cilley,  of  the  New^ 
Hampsntre  battalions,  to  the  executive  power  of  that  state,  was  laid  before 
Can^ress  and  read? 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ;  who  are  directed  to 
take  tlie  most  effi^^tual  measures  and  give  the  necessary  orders  for  arming 
and  clothing  the  troops  in  the  northern  department. 

CoD^reso  took  into  consideration  the  letters  from  major-general  Green 
and  bnsadier^neral  Knox ;  and,  after  debate, 

JUsomd,  'nat  the  &rther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday. 

A  letter,  from  bricadier-general  Moore,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trearury. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adfonmed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  July  7,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  seneral  Washington,  with  a  letter  to  him  from 

G.  Saltonstall,  and  apetition  from  Seth  Warner,  and  other  officers,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  with  the  letter  en-- 

closed,  be  referred  to  the  board  oi  treasury;  that  the  petition  from  Seth 

%l^anier  and  others,  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  the  rev.  F.  Allison,  J.  Ewing,  and  W.  Marshall,  was  readt 

Or-deredf  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith* 

T*he  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
ion  ;  Whereupon, 

J^emdved,  Tnat  William  Buchanan,  esq.  deputy  commissary -general  of 
nrrclaaaes  for  the  middle  department,  be  directed  to  appoint  a  proper  per- 
oo  to  supply  the  regiment  commanded  by  colonel  Richardson,  with  pro- 
iaiociA,  ouring  its  continuance  in  Maryland,  and  the  state  of  Delaware : 

Tt^Bt  in  case  Mr.  Buchanan  should  deline  actine  as  deputy  commissary 
»r  the  department,  the  governor  and  council  of  Maryland,  be  authorized 
nd  requested  to  make  the  appointment  ofa  deputy  commissary  for  the  sup- 
ly^o^  colonel  Richardson's  battalion  with  provisions,  during  their  stay  m 
f^r^Iand^  or  the  state  of  Delaware. 
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Ordered^  That  the  renndodcr  of  the  aatd  report  bo  reierred  to  the  bond 
of  treasury,  in  order  that  thej  may  direct  or  point  out  the  aiode  of  paji^ 
colonel  Richardson^  battalion. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  another  report ;  Whereupon, 

Mesotved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  council  of  saletj  of  the  state  if 
New-York,  informinff  them  of  the  distress  which  the  troops  at  Tioooderi- 
ga  are  in  ibr  want  of  blankets,  and  reqfiestinj^  theoi  to  use  their  exertiois  is 
collecting  and  forwarding  in  the  most  expeditious  UMmner  to  that  pest  15Q(k 
blankets : 

That  the  faith  of  Congress  be  plighted  to  the  staito  of  New^Yerk  hr  re« 
placing  the  blankets  so  furnished  out  of  the  first  inportatioe  of  that  ertideM 
me  account  of  the  continent  in  anj  part  ol  the  Unitwl  States. 

A  petition  from  Robert  Galbreath  was  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  cm  thet^e. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letters  from  geeeraU  8«Mi«aB, 
Green,  and  Knox,  all  dated  the  first  of  Julj ;  WhereupoO|  Congress  caaeto 
the  following  unannnous  resolution  t 

That  the  president  transmit  to  general  Washington  copies  of  the  letho 
from  generals  Sullivan,  Green,  and  Knoi,  to  Csnereas,  with  directions  t» 
him  to  let  those  officers  know  that  Con^sa  coDMer  the  said  letters  a»aB 
attempt  to  influence  their  decismns,  an  invasion  of  the  liberties  of  thesis* 
pie,  and  indicating  a  wantof  confid^ice  in  the  justice  of  Coaereas;  thai  ilia 
expected  by  Congress  the  said  officers  will  make  proper  acknowiedfrnesti 
for  an  interference  of  so  dangerous  a  tendencj ;  but,  ii  anj  of  these  oftcccs 
are  unwitting;  to  serve  their  country  under  the  authoritj  of  Congress,  thej 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  resign  their  commissions  and  retire. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported,  that  a  warranishosldbe  drswa 
hjr  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Idbns*  the  SieurPhilibpus  Chaides  John  Bqilist 
Trsnson  du  Coudray,  for  1000  dalkrs,  for  whiah  ne  is  to  be  acceaatsMes 

Ordered^  That  the  said  warrant  be  drawn* 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissionerB  of  cUnsi^  ths  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Messrs.  Caldwell  &  Cow  for  suadry  KeXciseMiver- 
ed  William  Smith,  continental  druggist,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stslev 
666  60-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  beiag  postpsoed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  July  8,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  sen.  Washington,  at  Morristown  ;  and  one,  of 
tiie  7th,  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  esa.  were  read. 
Beseived^  I1iat  bri^dier  general  Nash  be  directed  immediately  to 
rth-Carolina  and  Vire:inia  forces  now  in  and  about  PhiiMl 


with  the  North-Carolina  and  Virgin! 

lo  BtUingsport,  thero  to  remain  till  farther  orders ;  and  that  tiiese  tiiiiaiiL 

with  the  militia  from  Pennsylvania  and  New -Jersey  already  ordemi  to  wL 

tlace,  be  employed  in  completing  the  works  for  the  defeaee  of  the 
iware. 
Ordered,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  esc^.  continental  treasurer  at  Bslfii 
forward,  under  a  proper  guard,  300,000  dollars  to  the  state  of  North-CUarali- 
na,  being  in  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  voted  that  state  the  5di  dajr  <tf  Ve- 
bruary  last 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress  be  disdisrgesl 
so  much  of  the  business  referred  to  them,  as  relates  to  the  aareesient 
ed  into  between  B.  Franklin  and  Silas  Deane,  esars.  in  behalf  of  the 
States,  and  the  chevalier  du  Portail,  Mens*  de  Laurooy,  Mono,  de 
and  Mens,  de  ia  Radiere. 
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The  committee  on  foreign  applkations  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
tiken  into  censideratwrn  ;  Whereupon, 

Bndvedy  That  lieutenant-colonel  Mottin  de  la  Balme  be  appointed  in- 
fpector-general  of  the  cavalry  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  the  rmik 
and  paj  of  colonel : 

llittMons.  VaHenais  be  appointed  an  aid  to  Mons.  de  la  Balme,  with  die 
nmk  and  paj  of  a  captain  of  caralty. 

Readved,  That  the  treaty  made  bj  the  commissioners  in  France,  on  the 
15th  daj  of  February  last,  be  confirmed  as  far  as  it  respects  the  chevalier  da 
Portail,  Mons.  de  la  Radiere,  atid  Mons.  de  Gouvion ;  the  first  to  be  a  colo- 
nel, the  second  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  the  third  major  of  engineers. 

Congress  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
ofthe25thof  June;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  -That  colonel  6.  Morgan  be  authorized  and  directed  to  deliver 
so  modi  §f  the  provisions  laid  up  in  mf^zines  at  Fort-Pitt,  as  he  shsdl,  from 
time  to  time,  judge  sufficient  for  the  different  garrisons  in  his  department,  al- 
ways taking  the  commanding  officer's  receipt  for  such  provisions ;  and  that 
he  make  a  reasonable  allowance  to  a  discreet  person  in  each  of  the  said  gar- 
risons to  attend  the  issuing  the  said  provisions,  and  to  take  every  precaution 
in  his  power  to  prevent  waste  and  fraud  in  issuing  such  provisions. 

Re9olvedf  That  major-gen.  Gates  be  directed  to  repair  to  head-quarters,' 
and  follow  the  directions  of  general  Washington. 

The  delegates  of  North-Carolina  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from  Adam 
Boyd: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to  take 
into  coosideration  the  case  of  the  regimental  armorers  for  (fae  North -Caro- 
ttoa  forces,  and  report  thereon. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports, 

TWrt  there  is  due  to  lieutenant  David  Edwards,  and  Amos  Willet,  Ser- 
jeant, Cor  their  expenses  and  horse -hii*e  bringing  filihu  Hand,  ^  suspected 
peraofi,  prisoner  from  Cape-May  to  Philadelphia,  by  order  of  general  Arnold, 
31  Cellars : 
Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 
On  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  continental 
treasurer,  in  favor  of  Clement  HoUidav,  esq.  pay -master  of  tne  Maryland 
battalion  of  continental  troops  commanded  by  colonel  Richardson,  for  10,000 
ioilars,  for  tke  use  of  the  said  battalion,  and  for  which  the  said  pay -master 
s  to  be  accountable. 

Mesolved,  That  Robert  Harrison,  esq.  be  appointed  to  muster  the  said  bat- 
■it«B  wkile  employed  in  the  service  for  which  it  is  now  destined ;  and  that 
le  be  mllowed  a  reasonable  compensation  for  every  muster  which  he  shall 


That  while  the  said  battalion  continues  in  such  service  colonel  Richard- 
»n  sh^il  certify  the  pav-rolls  of  Ihe  several  companies  of  the  said  battaJion, 
ad  his  certificate  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  to  the  pay -master. 
Tke  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-n^prrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  9.  1777. 

A  petition  from  John  White,  Charles  Whittfesly,  and  Othnicl  Phelps,  rc^ 

mental  ouarter-masters,  was  read  : 

Orgferca,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  R.  L.  Hooper,  deputy  quarter-master  fi;eneral, 

U  a  letter  of  the  5th,  from  Joseph  Trumlnill,  esq.  were  read : 
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Oriitred,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasorj^. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  intoconsidentioij 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  Congress,  relattye  to  the  measures  tiktt 
for  the  defence  of  Billingsport,  be  transmitted  to  the  executive  coancilofthfl 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  ana  that  thej  be  desired  to  go  on  with  the  isiiiUitt 
Congress  have  afforded  them,  to  complete  the  woras  at  that  place,  witik  aU 
expedition,  agreeable  to  the  report  of  the  committee  referred  to  them,  ootie 
11th  June  last 

Ordered,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  secretary  of  the  bwdoT 
war,  for  contingent  expenses,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  clothier-general  supply  the  Indians  now  in  PhiUdelflttt 
t^th  presents  to  the  amount  of  100  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret*committee  be  authorized  and  directed  to  onlMi 
and  dispose  of  the  three  careoes,  which  were  shipped  last  spring,  lodait 
still  in  the  river  Delaware^and  to  place  the  amount  of  the  sales  tothecndh 
of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  bills  taken  in  the  several  states  from  the  officmf^ 
are,  or  have  been  prisoners,  in  lieu  of  the  subsistence  money  ordered  ti  ^ 
advanced  them  by  Congress,  be  transmitted  to  the  board  of  treaurj  Ib 
Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
*     Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

^  THURSDAY,  July  10,  1777. 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Belton,  and  one  from  capt  Joseph  Lees,  were  m^: 

Ordered,  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  the  latter 
to  the  marine-committee. 

The  secret-committee  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  8th  JoMb^ 
John  Dorsius,  for  himself  and  Levinus  Clarkson,  and  a  bill  c^exchiBpi<bsiu 
by  Alexander  Ross  on  John  Dorsius,  in  favour  of  Willing,  Monii»^<^ 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasnry,  in  wdet  for 
paying  here  the  before  mentioned  bill,  and  directing  Mr.  I>orsiiBtoiff*} 
the  amount  of  the  said  bill  in  discharge  of  the  debts  incurred  in  conseqnes^ 
of  orders  from  the  secret  committee,  and  also  to  enable  the  agents  rf  w 
secret  committee,  in  South -Carolina,  to  receive  all  the  money  arising  ^ 
the  sale  of  the  state  lottery-tickets  in  that  state,  towards  dischar^^ 
debts  aforesaid. 

In  consequence  of  an  acyustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  li* 
ditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  aue,  to  Seth  Griffin,  for  riding  express,  from  Bedford  toNev* 
London,  and  from  thence  to  Philadelphia  and  Dack,  and  for  lus  eipctf^ 
during  his  detention  here,  108  dollars : 

To  James  M'CuUock,  fbr  riding  express  from  Fort  Henry  to  Pittibugi  ^ 
dollars : 

To  Mons.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  his  pay  and  rations,  M 
the  10th  of  June  to  the  10th  of  July,  being  one  month,  41  SO-90  doUsrB: 

To  Henry  Baker,  for  provisions  supplied  continental  troops  at;  Winchestfi 
in  Virginia,  and  on  their  march,  ana  for  his  services  issaing  the  same,  ^^ 
69-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brouynit  in  a  report ;  'Whereapon, 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  or  Us  ^^^ 
der,  on  account  of  flour  and  beef  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  army,  s|i^ 
able  to  a  bill  of  Joseph  Trumbull,  commissary -general*  in  bis  fayour,  os  M 
president  of  Congress,  dated  5th  of  July  instant :  1 
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ThitdOOO  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Armand  de  la  Rouerie,  for  the 
recraitin^  sertrice ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Go(^;reM  was  resolved  into  a  coaimittee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther 
tfie  contrtct  made  with  Mons.  dn  Coudraj,  and  die  papers  referred  to  them ; 
and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harnson  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  hadnnder  consideration  the  papers  refemd 
to  (hem,  but,  not  having  jet  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again* 
Resdved,  That  Congress  be  resolved  to*raorrow  into  a  comnuttee  of  the 
whole,  to  consider  farther  the  contract  and  papers  aforesaid. 

(kiered,  That  the  several  committees  wno  have  any  letters  or  papers 
iendiogto  throw  light  on  the  subject  before  the  comraitftee  of  the  whole,  lay 
the  same  before  Congress  to-morrow,  that  thej  maj  be  referred  to  the  said 
coffloiittee. 

The  delegates  of  North-Carolina  laid  before  Congress  a  resolution,  pas- 
sed bjr  the  senate  and  house  of  commons  of  that  state,  that  the  artillery  com- 
ptBvinthat  state,  may  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  continent: 
Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 
(Mhred,  That  16,087  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Charles  Sims,  of  the 
12th  Vimma  regiment,  commanded  by  colonel  William  Russell,  to  pay  off 
a  part  of  the  said  regiment,  now  ordered  on^rvioe  ^  Biilingsport ;  the 
MHse  to  be  charged  to  the  regiment. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjounied  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Jtt/y  U,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  ttie  10th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Morristown,  and  one, 
of  the  9(h,  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter,  of  the  22d  of 
Jane,  from  W.  Aylett,  were  read. 

Coomss  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  of 
the I6ni  Jane;  Whereunop, 

^Koohed,  That  Mr.  John  Baynton,  be  appointed  deputy  pay-master  ge- 
'^^  to  the  troops  and  garrisons  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  that  such  parts  of  his  letter  to  the  board  of  war,  as  relate  to  mo- 
^tbenkmd  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  eeneral  Washington's  letter  of  the  lOth,  so 
^18  It  relates  to  general  Arnold,  be  sent  to  him,  and  that  he  be  directed  to 
re|Niir  immediately  to  head -quarters,  and  follow  the  orders  of  general  Wash- 
ington. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  general  Wa8hin&;toa,  with  the  papers  ^- 
iosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  ot  war,  and  that  they  be  directea  to  confer 
Hth  the  general  officers  in  and  near  Philadelphia. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  oi  the  whole,  to  consider  farther 
ke  contract  made  with  Monsieur  du  Coudray,  an4  the  papers  referred  to 
lem ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Har- 
Mn  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  papers  * 
^erred  to  them,  and  have  made  some  progress,  but,  not  having  come  to  a 
delusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Hesolved,  That  Congress  be  to-morrow  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
lole,  to  consider  farther  the  papers  aforesaid. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Morristown;  one,  of 
e  same  date,  from  Joseph  Trumbull ;  one,  of  the  10th,  from  Charles 
ewart ;  one,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Schuyler,  enclosing  three  letters  from 
Qeral  St  Clair,  at  Ticonderoga;  one,  dated  the  30th  of  June ;  one,  the  2d, 
1  one,  the  3d  of  July,  and  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martid,  on  seijeant 
chotas  Kent,  were  read : 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Hesolvedj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  anpointed  to  proceed  imwiediiidj 
t6the  army  under  the  command  of  general  Washington;  that  th^y  ben- 
thorized  and  directed  to  make  a  diligent  enquiry  into  the  state  of  the  aroj, 
particularly  into  the  causes  of  th^  complaiots  m  the  cenmissary'a  deairt- 
inent«  and  to  make  such  provision  as  the  exigency  and  importance  m  tlie 
case  demands;  that  they  report  the  whole  of  their  proceedingg  fortkecM- 
aideration  of  Goneress,  with  as  much  despatch  as  possible : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  P.  Livii^ton,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  CljBff- 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  July  12, 1777. 

A  petition  from  Monsieur  du  Coudray^  was  read  e 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congresft. 
A  petition  from  Samuel  Culbertsun,  was  read: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  beard  of  treasury. 
In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissionerB  of  claiiM,  fte 
auditor-general  reports, 
That  the  amount  ef  Daniel  Barry's  account,  for  his  serviceo  as  an  iatn* 

J  ureter  to  sundry  French  officerr,  from  North-Carolina  to  Philadelphia,  aad 
or  his  expenses  here,  and  returning  home,  is  £69  IS  10,  of  whica  he  re- 
ceived at  Newbern  £SiO,  and  from  governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  JS  lO.iad 
that  the  balance  due  to  him  is  dS  39  13  10,  equal  to  105  dollars,  76-90ths. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  balance  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  r^rt;  Wherenpoo. 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  pakl  to  Gerard  W.  Beekman,  in  discbai]g:e  of 
^neral  Washington's  draught  on  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master geoend, 
in  favor  of  NaUianiel  Sacket,  the  said  bill  being  transferred  to  the  said 
Beekman,  and  to  be  chareed  to  William  Palfrey,  esq. 

That  there  be  advanc^  to  Jacob  Blount,  esq.  pay-master  of  ftie  Korih* 
Carolina  battalions,  and  to  be  delivered  to  William  Blount,  esq.  or  ^  order, 
10,000  dollars  for  the  pay  of  the  said  battalions,  and  for  which  the  aaid  pay- 
master is  to  be  accountable ;  the  same  to  issue  by  two  warrants,  one  for  o500 
dollars  and  the  other  for  3500  dollars : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Dr.  William  Shippen,  director-genend  of  Ik 
hospitals,  8000  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  Alexander  Ross's  bill  on  John  Dorsius,  in  favor  of  Willing,  Hanii 
&  Co.  dated  Boston,  June  24th,  for  10,000  dollars,  be  taken  up  by  &e  saoct 
committee  on  the  credit  of  the  said  John  Dorsius,  who  acts  as  aseat  ef  iht 
said  secret  committee ;  and  that  a  warrant  issue  from  the  presideat  oAlht 
loan-office  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  that  sum  in  favor  of  Willing.  Item 
&  Co.  the  secret  committee  to  faie  charged  therewith. 
.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committed  of  the  whole,  to  consider 
the  contract  made  with  Mons.  du  Coudray,  and  the  papers  referred  to 
and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrioai 
ported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  nepers 
to  them,  and  have  come  to  supdry  resolutions  thereon,  which  ne  was 
to  report,  but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  leave  to  sit 

The  resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  die  whole  wore 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  be  on  Monday  next  resolved  into  a  cooumttea4 
the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  papers  referred  to  them. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th  and  12th,  from  general  Arnold,  was  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
tion;  Whereupon, 
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Retohed,  That  j^eral  WaahingtoD  be  iDforoied  that  there  are  about  1400 
men  at  Philadelphia  and  Biilingaport,  ready  to  inarch  at  a  moment's  warniqg, 
bat  wait  hit  orders ;  which  he  will  please,  on  receipt  of  the  express,  to  trans- 
nit  te  briffadier^g;eneral  Nash : 

That  it  be  stronglj  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  state  of  New- 
Tork,  aid  the  eastern  states,  to  send  such  reinforcements  of  militia  to  the 
ansiM  wider  general  Washington,  or  general  Schuyler,  as  shall  be,  from 
tiaie  to  time,  requested : 

That  aeneant  Nicholas  Kent,  condemned  to  be  shot  for  desertion  to  the 
eoemj,  and  recommended  to  the  mercy  of  Congress  by  ^neral  Schuyler, 
and  a  oomber  of  other  reputable  persons,  be,  notwithstanding  the  atrocious* 
nesa  of  hia  crime,  pardoned ;  as^there  are  peculiar  circumsti^ces  of  mitiga- 
tion attending  his  case : 

'fhat  Congress  approve  of  the  commissioners  for  Indian  aflGurs  purchasing 
Indian  goods  at  Boston,  as  mentioned  in  gen.  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  5th,  and 
that  (»e  be  informed  no  supply  of  blankets  or  strouds  can  be  sent  him  from 
henee: 

That  a  continental  muster-master  be  immediately  ordered  to  mnster  the 
nilitia  employed  on  the  works  at  Billingsport : 

Ordertdj  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  lie  for  farther  consideration. 

The  several  matters  to  this  dav  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  July  14,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  l^th,from  eeneral  Washington,  at  Pumpton-Plains ;  one, 
of  the  same  date,  from  generiu  Sullivan,  at  Ramapaugh ;  and  one  from  coL 
Spotswood,  of  the  10th  regiment  of  Virinnia  forces,  were  read  : 

Ordendj  That  the  letter  from  colonel  Spotswood  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war, 

Mtaolted,  That  general  Nash  proceed  immediately  with  the  Virginia  and 
l^orth-Carolina  troops,  together  with  col.  Proctor's  corps  df  artillery,  to  join 
gOkeni  Washin§rton. 

Coogreta  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  11th  and  12th,  from 
gen. Arnold;  and, after  debate, 

Maolwd,  That  it  lie  for  fartiier  consideration. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Arnold,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  referred  to  the  com- 
nittee  of  intelligence,  and  afterwards  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  the  governor  of  Virginia,  to  the  delegates  of  that  state,  was- 
ud  before  Congress  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Sullivan  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  Mons.  de  la  Balme,  an4 
0  Mons.  Vallenais,  bis  aid,  each  to  be  accountable. 
In  consequence  of  an  aldjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the 
iditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  for  the  j^y  of  four  companies  of  city  euards,  from  the 
i  of  June  to  the  2d  of  July  instant,  and  to  be  paid  to  col.  Lewis  Nicola, 
£45  2-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sum  be  accordingly  ^aid. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred.  Wing  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  July  15,  1777. 

A  memorial  from  James  Byers^  and  one,  from  Herman  Zedwitz,  and  an 
plication  from  col.  Proctor,  were  read : 
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Ordered,  That  the  first  he  referred  to  the  nuriiie  rwnmittfier  aad  6e 
two  last  ta  the  bcmrd  of  war. 

Ordered^  That  the  hoard  of  treaaofy  prepare  and  report  to  C«BgitHyi 
draught  of  instructions  to  the  imy-inaster  and  deputy  paj-isaalera  geaeni 
of  the  respective  departments  for  regulating  the  aommces  to  be  nade  to  tin 
recruiting  officers  of  the  battalions  in  the  aervke  of  tke  United  States. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  conaidr  fsrtkr 
tlie  contract  made  with  Mons.  du  Coudray,  and  the  other  papera  refiureif  is 
tiiem ;  and,  after  soHie  time,  the  president  resusMd  the  chur»  aad  Mr. 
Harrison  reported,  that  the  conuaitteo  have  had  under  oooaideniioB  tto' 
papers  referred  to  them,  but  have  come  to  no  farther  resolution  therern. 

Meaolvid,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  Moo. 
du  Coudrajr ;  that  thej  inform  him.  Congress  cannot  comply  with  theagrM- 
ment  he  has  entered  into  with  Mr.  Dean ;  but  that  sensiue  of  the  servicei 
be  has  rendered  these  states,  and  having  a  fevonMe  (qMWon  of  his  mtni 
and  abilities,  tiiejr  will  cheerfully  give  him  soeh  rank  and  appoiBtmeati  u 
shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  honor  and  safety  of  these  states,  or  interfat 
with  the  great  duties  they  owe  to  their  constituentB. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  of  the  committee  be  postponed  till  Is- 
morrow 

A  plan  of  the  works  at  Biilingsport  was  laid  before  Coagreas : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Matniew  Irwin,  aeent  to  the  commissai;- 

Sneral  of  purchases,  50,000  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  h%  him  m 
e  president  of  Congress,  dated  2rth  June,  towards  supplies  for  tne  ana;, 
the  said  commissary -general  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  capt.  William  Beal,  of  the  6&  MaiyJaad  le- 
giment,  commanded  by  col.  Otho  Williams,  400  dollars,  for  the  ase  of  « 
detachment  of  the  said  regiment,  now  on  their  march  to  join  Ae  army,  and 
fbr  which  the  said  regiment  is  to  be  charged : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  major-general  Arnold,  2700  doUnra,  fee  wUc^ 
he  ia  to  be  accoontable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Mr.  John  Bayntoo,  deputy  pay-master  geocol 
for  the  troops  on  the  western  frontiers,  15,000  dollars,  for  the  pej  of  the 
said  troops,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  eapt.  Jacob  Weaver,  of  an  independent  esv^ 
pany  of  foot,  raised  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  contioental  service,  and  attttitt- 
od  at  Lancaster,  2000  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poa^oned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jultf  16,  1777. 

Congress  nroceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  to  confer  with  Mo«a.da 
Coudray,aocl,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  wore  elec^: 

Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
deration;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  surgeons  in  the  navy,  be  ec, 
the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  lieuteBnnts  of  the  vessels  to  which  tkej- 
respectively  belong.  , 

Resolved^  That  the  marine  committee  be  eaipoiiered  to  fit  o^t  two 
ships  at  the  continental  expense.  .  ^     •  ^ 

Congress  took  into  consideraCfenike  report  of  t6e  board  of  4&  oTth^i^ 
of  Jane  last ;  Wher^ipoQ, 

Resolved^  That,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  resolve  respectiag  cm 
Nicola's  corps  of  invalids,  the  following  plan,  for  raising  one  comp^o 
Itdopted  for  raising  the  whole  of  the  said  corps : 
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1.  That  the  ilirector-^neral  of  the  eontlnenta)  hospital  be  desired  to^ve 
directions  to  the  Physicians  and  surgeons,  in  the  diftcrent  departments  at  a 
reaseiiable  distance  from  Philadelphia,  that,  before  thej  discharge  anj  ser- 
jetBt9,  corporals,  or  private  men  from  the  horoitals  as  uniit  for  service,  thejr 
consider,  whether  stich  men  are  actaallr*  or  Itkelj  soon  to  be,  capable  of  do- 
in^  gsrrtson  daty ;  and,  if  thought  so,*  to  mention  it  in  the  discharge,  thai 
tbe^majnot  be  entirely  discharged  from  the  service,  but  transferreil  from  the 
regiment  to  which  thej  actualljr  belong,  to  that  of  invalids;  and  in  case 
nchmett  are  at  a  distance  from  their  respective  regiments,  that  the  director 
or  steward  of  each  hospital  send  such  men  to  Philadelphia,  in  the  best  man- 
ner ctrciimstances  will  admit: 

2.  That  notice  be  sent,  bj  the  board  of  war,  to  the  generals  commanding^ 
tile  armies,  of  the  raising  a  corps  of  invalids,  and  that  tnej  be  desired  to  give 
orders  to  the  officers  commanding  regiments,  that,  in  case  they  have  any 
Serjeants,  corporals,  drummers,  or  private  men,  deemed  incapable  of  doing 
fiefd-dtitv,  such  men  be  examined  by  the  director  of  the  hospital  or  some 
other  phvsician  or  surgeon,  and,  if  judged  fit  for  garrison  duty,  that  they  be 
not  discharged,  but  transferred  to  the  invalid  corps,  and  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia as  soon  as  possible. 

Men  having  only  one  leg  or  one  arm  each,  if  otherwise  capable  of  doing 
gtrrison  duty,  are  to  be  deemed  proper  recruits  for  this  corps. 

3.  That  the  following  advertisement  be  published  in  tne  several  news-^ 

Sapera  as  soon  as  possible,  viz.  ••War-Office,  June,  1777:  Congress,  beine 
esirous  to  make  provision  for  such  men  as  suffer  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  have  directed  a  regiment  of  invalids  to  be  immediately 
raised  for  the  reception  of  such  as  have  already  been,  or  may,  in  future,  be 
rendered,  by  wounds  or  disorders,  incapable  of  doing  field -duty,  but  are  yet 
it  for  garrison  service.  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  all  persons  in  Phila- 
delphia, or  within  dO  miles  round,  who  are  under  continental  half-pay,  on 
account  of  incapacities  contracted  in  the  service,  must,  within  fifteen  days, 
repur  to  Phtlaaelphia  and  shew  themselves  to  colonel  Nicola,  in  Front-street, 
foar  doors  below  the  Coffee-house,  that,  if  judged  capable  of  duty,  they  may 
be  put  on  full  pay.  All  other  persons,  who  have  aerved  in  the  armies  of 
the  doited  States,  within  the  above  description,  though  not  on  half-pay,  may 
present  themselves,  and,  /if  judged  capable,  they  will  be  immediately  re- 
ceived. All  such  as  are  above  20  from  Philadelphia-  must  apply  to  the 
Dearest  continental -general,  field -officer,  physician  or  surgeon,  who  are  de- 
sired to  forward  such  as  they  judge  fit  for  the  corps  of  invalids.  Officers 
wbo^  from  wounds  or  disorders  contracted  in  the  service,  are  rendered  unfit 
for  field-dutj,  must  signify  their  pretensions,  with  certificates  from  conti- 
aental  physicians  or  surgeons  to  the  boar(|  of  war.  As  this  corps  is  intend- 
ed, not  only  as  a  provision  for  disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  but  as  a  school 
for  propagating  military  knowledge  and  discipline,  no  officers  need  apply 
bat  such  as  produce  ample  certincates  of  their  having  served  with  reputa- 
tion, and  having  supportd  good  characters,  both  as  citizens  and  soldiers* 
Officers  and  soldiers  who  have  engaged  during  the  war  will  be  preferred.'^ 

Resolv^,  That  Enoch  Welsh  be  appointed  an  ensign  in  the*  corps  of  in- 
valids. 

Ordered^  That  880  dollars  b6  advanced  to  captain  Matthews,  who  is  un- 
der orders  to  go  to  VirgiBia  on  the  recruiting  service,  and  that  the  same  be 
charged  to  the  4th  battalion  of  Virginia  forces,  commamled  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Lawson. 

A  letter,  of  the  t5th,  from  John  M^Kinley,  president  of  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware, was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideratton ;  Whereupon, 
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Ordered^  That  ^0,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Beiyamin  Flower, 
commissary -general  of  military  stores^  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Anthony  Butler,  af;ent  to  major-general 
Mifflin^  quarter-master  general,  100,000  dollars,  agreeable  to  the  quarter- 
master general's  draught  on  the  president  of  Congress,  daited  the  10th  in- 
stant, and,  for  which  money,  the  quarter-master  general  is  to  be  account* 
able : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  on  their  application  for  that  purpose. 
60,000  dollars,  for  which  the  said  commonwealth  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  plan  of  the  works  at  Billingsport  was  re- 
ferred, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  considered ;  Whereupoii, 

Resolved^  That  Mons.  du  Coudray's  plan  of  the  14th  inst  of  the  fort  at 
Billingsport,  be  approved  and  immediately  carried  into  execution. 

A  letter,  of  the  I4th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Yanauler's,  eight  miles 
from  Pumpton-Plains ;  and  one,  of  the  6th,  from  Richard  Varick,  depaty 
muster-master  general  in  the  northern  department,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
,  Orderedy  That  the  board  of  war  lay  before  Congress  as  soon  as  possible 
a  list  of  the  foreign  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  relative  rank  they  held  in  the  armies  of  the  king  of  France,  or 
other  European  power,  and  tiie  rank  they  now  hold. 

A  memorial  from  Monsieur  du  Portail  and  otherengineers,  together  with 
observations  on  the  treaty  made  with  them  in  France,  were  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  July  17,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  general  Washington,  dated  camp,  near  the 
Clove,  and  of  tliis  day  from  Monsieur  du  Coudray,  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Monsieur  du  Coudray,  reported 
verbally,  that  they  have  executed  that  business,  and  communicated  to  him 
the  .resolution  of  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  take  into  consideration,  the  sitnalion 
of  Monsieur  du  Coudray,  and  rejMrt  what  proposals  it  will  be  proper,  in  their 
opiniop,  for  Congress  to  make  him : 

Resolved,  That  two  more  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

A  memorial  from  a  committee  of  the  trustees  of  the  college  in  New-Jer- 
sey, was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Monsieur  du  Coudray,  having  applied  by  a  letter  to  the  president  for  the 
articles  of  agre^nent  entered  into  between  him  and  Mr.  Deane,  and  the 
bundle  of  original  papers  referred  to  in  his  account,  which  he  delivered  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  applications,  and  which  were  by  them  laid  before 
Congress: 

Ordered;  That  the  said  papers  be  delivered  to  him  by  Mr.  Lovell,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  committee  on  foreign  applications. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  states  not 
represented  in  Conercss,  informing  them,  that  the  confederation  of  the 
states,  and  several  other  important  matters,  are  put  off  for  want  of  a  full  re- 
presentation of  all  the  states ;  and  earnestly  recommending  it  to  them,  to 
send  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  represent  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  memorial  of  Monsieur  du  Portail, 
and  the  other  engineers ;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial,  for  a  rank  higher  thaa  that 
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agcted  on  in  die  treaty  made  with  them  bj  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Deane>  at 
Paris,  be  not  complied  with* 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  examine  the  accounts  of  the  said  en- 
giiieen,  and  report  a  draught  of  money  in  their  favour. 

A  nemorial  from  baron  Holtzendor^  together  with  a  treaty  made  with  him 
bj  Silas  Deane,  esq.  at  Paris,  25th  Novembery  17^6,  was  read,  and,  the  same 
being  taken  into  consideration,  it  was,  thereupon, 

Maohed,  That  the  said  treaty  be  agreed  to  so  far  only  as  to  make  the  said 
baron  Uoltzendorf,  a  lieutenant-colonei  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  his  pay  commence  from  the  date  of  the  said  agreement. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration;  Whereupon, 

Ordend,  That  in  lieu  of  the  advance  ordered  on  the  12th  to  be  made  to 
Dr.  W.  Shippen,  director-general  of  the  hospital,  a  warrant  be  drawn  on 
tlie  loan-officer  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  his  favour,  for  8000  dollars, 
for  which  the  said  Dr.  Shippen  is  to  be  accountable. 

Jo  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims^  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  captain  Jacob  Fjiuns,  of  lieutenant-colonel  John 
Lawrence's  battalion  of  the  flying-camp,  for  subsistence  of  the  recruits  of 
bis  company  while  recruiting,  irom  the  27th  August,  to  the  20th  September, 
1776,  56  37-90  dollars: 

To  James  Aitken,  his  pav  and  rations  as  chaplain  to  the  4th  North-Caroli- 
na regiment,  from  the  1st  July  to  the  14th  August,  being  one  month  and  an 
half,  at  41  1-Sd  dollars  per  month ;  also,  an  allowance  of  2  dollars  a  day  for 
SO  days,  allowing  him  for  his  expenses  returning  to  North -Carolina,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  122  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Coi^;ress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  2d 
and  3a  instant;  Whereupon, 

Bemdved,  That  general  Spencer  be  informed,  in  answer  to  bis  letter  of 
&e  80th  May,  that  Congress  confirm  the  appointment  by  him  of  William 
Peck,  esq.  deputy  adjutant-general  to  the  militia  and  state  troops  of  Rhode- 
islaod,  kept  in  continental  pay ;  that,  for  money  to  pay  the  said  troops,  he 
is  to  make  application  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.  at  Boston,  deputy  pay- 
master-general  to  the  troops  in  the  eastern-department ;  and  that,  as  the 
quarter-master  eeneral  lias  the  appointment  of  all  his  deputies,  application 
is  to  be  made  to  him  for  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  ouarter  master  general. 

Resolved^  That  CJongress  approve  of  eeneral  Schuyler's  conduct  as  to  cap- 
tain Whitecomb's  corps  of  rangers,  and  that  3066  2-3d  dollars,  the  sum  the 
general  has  paid  over  the  usual  bounty  allowed  by  Congress,  be  charged  to 
the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  and  that  the  corps  be  considered  as  part 
of  their  quota  of  continental  troops  : 

That  Congress  approve  and  ratify  general  Schuyler's  engagements,  to  the 
uen  draughted  out  of  the  regiments  at  Ticonderoga,  to  act  as  artillery  men : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  inform  the  French  gentlemen  men- 
tioned in  his  letter  of  the  25th  June  last,  that  Congress  will  promote  them, 
when  they  receive  authentic  intelligence  of  their  meriting  promotion  by  some 
signal  services ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  general  Schuyler  be  empowered 
to  grant  them  such  pay  as  he  shall  think  they  respectively  deserve,  not  exceed- 
ing that  of  a  captam. ' 

Ordered,  That  in  consideration  of  the  scarcity  of  salt,  and  the  quantity 
necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  army,  the  committee  of  commerce  take  the  most 
effectual  and  speedy  measures  for  importing,  into  different  parts  of  this  conti- 
nent, lai^  quantities  of  that  article,  and  that  the  commissary -general  of  pur- 
chases be  informed  of  this  order. 
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Ordered,  ^Fhat  20,000  dollirs  be  advanced  to  colonel  Bei^amin  Flower, 
comniissarj-general  of  military  stores,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accoaatable: 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Anthony  Butler,  agent  to  mi^or-genenl 
Mifflin,  quarter-master  general,  100,000  aollars,  agreeable  to  the  quarter- 
master general's  draught  on  the  president  of  Congress,  dated  the  10th  in- 
stant, and,  for  which  money,  the  quarter-master  general  is  to  be  account* 
able: 

That  there  be  cdyanced  to  the  president  and  supreme  executiTecoiuiciiof 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  on  their  application  for  that  paipsse, 
60,000  dollars,  for  which  the  said  commonwealth  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  plan  of  the  works  at  Billingsport  wai  re- 
ferred, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  considered ;  Whereupoi|» . 

Be9olved,  That  Mons.  du  Coudray's  plan  of  the  14th  inst.  of  the  finiit 
Billingsport,  be  approved  and  immediately  carried  into  execution. 

A  letter,  of  the  I4th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Yanauler's,  eight  uiilef 
from  Pumpton-Plains ;  and  one,  of  the  6th,  from  Richard  VarudL*  depatf 
muster-master  general  in  the  northern  department,  were  read: 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  \tkj  before  Congress  as  soon  as  jposnUe 
a  list  of  the  foreign  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  relative  rank  they  held  in  the  armies  of  the  king  of  FrmDce,Qr 
other  European  power,  and  the  rank  they  now  hold. 

A  memorial  from  Monsieur  du  Portail  and  other  engineers,  together  witk 
observations  on  the  treaty  made  with  them  in  France,  were  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pos^xmed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  July  17,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  general  Washington,  dated  camp»  near  the 
Clove,  and  of  this  day  from  Monsieur  du  Coudray,  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Monsieur  du  Ck>udraj,  reported 
verbally,  that  they  have  executed  that  business,  and  communicated  tobxm 
the  .resolution  of  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  take  into  consideration,  die  ntaaiiott 
of  Monsieur  du  Coudray,  and  re^rt  what  proposals  it  will  be  proper,  in  their 
opiniop,  for  Congress  to  make  him : 

Resolved,  That  two  more  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

A  memorial  from  a  committee  of  the  trustees  of  the  college  in  New-Jer- 
sey, was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Monsieur  du  Coudray,  haying  Applied  by  a  letter  to  the  president  fior  Aa 
articles  of  agre^nent  entered  into  between  him  and  Mr.  Deane,  and  te 
bundle  of  origiual  papers  referred  to  in  his  account,  which  he  delivered  ti 
the  committee  on  foreign  applications,  and  which  were  by  them  laid 
Congress : 

CMered;  That  the  said  papers  be  delivered  to  him  by  Mr.  Lovell, 
the  members  of  the  committee  on  foreign  applications. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  tlie  executive  powers  of  the  states 
represented  in  Congress,  informing  them,  that  the  confederation  c€  Ai 
states,  and  several  ouier  important  matters,  are  put  off  for  want  of  a  roll  m-« 
presentation  of  all  the  states;  and  earnestly  recommending  it  to  them, li 
send  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  represent  them  as  soon  as  p€»ssi\ilfr 

Congress   took  into  consideration  the  memorial  of  Monsieur  du  PortA 
and  the  other  engineers ;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial,  for  a  rank  hi^ier  than  IImC 
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agreed  on  in  the  treaty  made  with  them  bjr  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Deane*  at 
Paris,  be  not  complied  with. 

Orieni,  That  the  board  of  treasury  examine  the  accounts  of  the  said  en- 
^neera,  and  report  a  draught  of  money  in  their  favour. 

A  memorial  from  baron  Holtzendor^  together  with  a  treaty  made  with  him 
bj  Silas  Deane,esq.  at  Paris,  2^th  Noyember,  177^6,  was  read,  and,  the  same 
being  taken  into  consideration,  it  was,  thereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  said  treaty  be  agreed  to  so  far  only  as  to  make  the  said 
baron  Uoltzendorf,  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  his  pay  commence  from  the  date  of  the  said  agreement. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  in  lieu  of  the  advance  ordered  on  the  12th  to  be  made  to 
Dr.  yf,  Shippen,  director-general  of  the  hospital,  a  warrant  be  drawn  on 
the  loan-officer  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  his  favour,  for  8000  dollars, 
for  which  the  said  Dr.  Shippen  is  to  be  accountable. 

Jo  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  captain  Jacob  Fjiuns,  of  lieutenant-colonel  John 
Lawrence's  battalion  of  the  flying-camp,  for  subsistence  of  the  recruits  of 
lus  company  while  recruiting,  irom  the  £rth  August,  to  the  20th  September, 
1776, 56  37-90  dollars: 

To  James  Aitken,his  pay  and  rations  as  chaplain  to  the  4  th  North -Caroli- 
na regiment,  from  the  1st  July  to  the  14th  August,  being  one  month  and  an 
half,  at  4l  l-3d  dollars  per  month ;  also,  an  allowance  of  2  dollars  a  day  for 
SO  days,  allowing  him  for  his  expenses  returning  to  North -Carolina,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  122  dollars : 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Coitt;ress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  2d 
and  3a  instant ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Spencer  be  informed,  in  answer  to  bis  letter  of 
the  20th  May,  that  Congress  confirm  the  appointment  by  him  of  William 
Peck,  esq*  deputy  adjutant-general  to  the  militia  and  state  troops  of  Rhode- 
Island,  kept  in  continental  pay ;  that,  for  money  to  pay  the  said  troops,  he 
is  to  make  application  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.  at  Boston,  deputy  pay- 
master-general to  the  troops  in  the  eastern-department ;  and  that,  as  the 
^oarter-master  eeneral  lias  the  appointment  of  all  his  deputies,  application 
is  to  be  Blade  to  him  for  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  Quarter  master  general. 
.Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  of  e;eneral  Schuyler's  conduct  as  to  cap- 
taio  Whitecomb's  corps  of  rangers,  and  that  3066  2-3d  dollars,  the  sum  the 
general  has  paid  over  the  usual  bounty  allowed  by  Congress,  be  charged  to 
Uie  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  and  that  the  corps  be  considered  as  part 
(»f  their  quota  of  continental  troops  : 

That  Congress  approve  and  ratify  general  Schuyler's  engagements,  to  the 
nen  draughted  out  of  the  regiments  at  Ticonderoga,  to  act  as  artillery  men : 
Xhat  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  inform  the  French  gentlemen  men- 
ioned  in  his  letter  of  the  25th  June  last,  that  Congress  will  promote  them, 
rhen  they  receive  authentic  intelligence  of  their  meriting  promotion  by  some 
ignal  services;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  general  Schuyler  be  empowered 
9  grant  them  such  pay  as  he  shall  think  they  respectively  deserve,  not  exceed- 
ig  that  of  a  captain. ' 

Ordered,  That  in  consideration  of  the  scarcity  of  salt,  and  the  quantity 
eceasary  for  the  supply  of  the  army,  the  committee  of  commerce  take  the  most 
flTectual  and  speedy  measures  for  importing,  into  different  parts  of  this  conti- 
ent,  lar^  quantities  of  that  article,  and  that  the  commissary -general  of  pur- 
liases  he  informed  of  this  order. 
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Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  respect* 
ing  the  rank  of  officers  in  the  service  of  tne  United  States : 

Ordered,  That  a  copjof  the  said  report  be  transmitted  torencral  Wash- 
ington, who  is  desired  to  peruse  the  same,  and  give  his  sentiments  thereot 
and  objections,  if  any  he  has,  to  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  July  18, 1777. 

A  petition  from  John  Riordon,  of  the  island  of  Santa-Croir,  who  came 
from  thence  to  Philadelphia  in  a  flag  of  truce,  was  read,  praying  for  \wt^ 
go  to  New -York,  to  obtain  from  admiral  Howe  a  permit  to  sail  with  his  vesad: 

Ordered,  That  leave  t>e  granted  him  by  the  board  of  war,  he  giving  tben 
a  parole  on  the  terms  by  them  prescribed. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  June,  from  W.  Aylett,atWil1iamsburgf),wasreid: 

Ordered,  That  the  president  inform  Mr.  Aylett,  that  Congress  appren 
of  his  giving  colonel  Braxton  the  price  he  agreed  with  him  for  the  5000 
barrels  of  flour. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Mons.  du  Coudray  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  three  gentlemen,  not  members  of  Congress,  be  appebtei 
to  conduct  the  business  of  the  board  of  war,  under  the  direction  of  the  pre- 
sent board : 

That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  appointing  the  said  gentlemen. 

A  petition  from  James  Le  Mare  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  papers  accoropanjing  it»  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Resolved,  That  the  case  of  persons  applying  for  leave  to  go  to  New-York, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  clirected  to  take  such  precaiitf0i»f 
and  lay  those  to  whom  they  shall  think  fit  to  grant  libertj  under  sack  re- 
strictions as  they  judge  proper  to  prevent  their  giving  intelligence  to  Hbt 
enemy. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o*clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  July  19,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  the  Clove,  and  one,  of  (be 
1 1th,  from  general  Spencer,  at  Providence,  were  read,  giving  an  accomsltf 
the  capture  of  major-gen.  Prescot : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  colonel  Proctor,  with  a  list  of  the  officers  of  kv 
coqis,  was  read,  reauesting,  as  the  said  corps  is  transferred  by  the  sapreae 
executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  taken  into  tiie  service  of  the  cosi* 
nent,  that  continental  commissions  and  warrants  be  granted  to  the  officM^ 
in  lieu  of  the  commissions  formerly  issued  to  them  by  Uie  council  of  safe^it 
the  said  state : 

Ordered,  That  commissions  and  warrants  be  granted  to  the  said  off 
and  that  they  bear  the  same  date  as  those  issued  to  them  by  the  state. 

Ordered,  That  1749  50-90  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  James  H^ 
of  the  5th  Maryland  regiment,  commanded  by  colonel  Richardson,  for  the 
and  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  said  regiment 

Resolved,  l%at  major-gen.  Putnam  be  directed  to  cause,  without  deiaj. 
return  to  be  made  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  troops  under  his  commantL 

Resolved,  lliat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  to  take  into  consid 
tioB  the  services  performed  by  lieutenant-colonel  Meigs,  and  lieutenant-^ 
lonel  Barton,  ana  the  troops  under  their  command,  and  report  what  markB 
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honor  it  wiB  be  proper  to  bestow  upon  them  for  their  gallant  exploits  and 
meritorious  services. 

Ordend,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
cendflctof  the  enemy,  with  the  affidavits  annexed,  be  published  in  a  pam- 
phlet, and  that  4000  copies  in  English,  and  2000  in  German,  be  struck  off 
aod  distribnted  through  the  several  states. 

Orderti^  That  the  committee  aforesaid  continue  their  enquiries,  and»  in 
case  thej  come  to  the  knowledge  of  other  fiicts  well  attested  before  the  said 
publication  »  made,  that  they  annex  them  to  the  pamphlet  by  way  of  ap- 
pendix. 

The  cotmmttee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report,  which  wag 
taken  into  consideration ;  and,  after  debate,  the  determination  thereof^  at  the 
request  of  a  state,  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  board  of  war  reported,  that  they  have  examined  into  the  matter  set 
forth  in  the  deposition  of  Thomas  M'Arthur,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  horses 
by  a  certain  Davis,  and  although  it  appears  from  Davis's  confession,  that 
the&cts,  as  to  taking  receipts  for  more  than  the  sums  actually  paid,  are  true, 
jet,  whatever  might  have  been  intended  by  the  said  Davis,  who  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  horses  were  intended  for  the  public,  it  does  not  appear  that  Da- 
^  was  authorized  to  purchase  the  said  horses  for  the  use  ot  the  United 
Slates,  nor  were  the  horses  ever  delivered  to  any  person  employed  in  the 
service  of  these  states.*' 

Ordered,  That  1600  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Thomas  Butler,  public  ar- 
morer, for  the  use  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  further  report;  Whereupon, 
i?«w/t'erf,  That  the  memorial  of  a  committee  of  the  trustees  of  the  college 
of  New- Jersey,  which  was  committed  to  the  board  of  war,  be  referred  to  the 

3 narter-mtster  general,  and  that  he  be  directed  immediately  to  give  such  or- 
ers,on  the  premises,  as  may,  for  the  future,  prevent  any  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Belton  be  dismissed. 
Raolved,  That  theiarther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 
^  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  10th 
instant;  Whereupon, 

S^ved,  That  the  artillery  company  of  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  be 
teken  into  the  pay  and  service  of  trie  continent,  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the 
troops  to  be  raised  by  that  state,  and  that  they  be  ordered  to  march  and  joiti 
jen.  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  lie  for  further  consideration*. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by,  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
litor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  William  M'Creigh  and  Richard  Gomel,  two  desert- 
r»  from  the  enero v,  for  their  two  muskets,  amounting  to  28  dollars,  deliver- 
<1  to  colonel  Moyian,at  Woodbridge,  of  whom  they  received  one  dollar,  27 
olhrs  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
•iwideration  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  Eichelberger,  of  one  of  the 
^battalions  commanded  by  tolonel  Hartley,  800  dollars,  to  be  charged  to 
e  said  battalion : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  by  the  president  on  the  deputy  pay-master  gene- 
l  in  the  southern  department,  in  favor  of  major  Seth  John  Cuthbert,  for  4000 
liars,  to  be  chargetl  to  the  state  of  Georgia  : 

l*hat  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  in  favor  of  colonelJoht^ 
Vol.  If.  26 
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White,  for  15,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  regimeDt,  to  be  charged  to  the 
state  of  Greorgia: 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  in  favor  of  William  Blowii, 
esq.  acting  paj-master  to  the  North-Carolina  bri^de,  for  5000  dollars,  to  be 
charged  to  Jacob  Blount,  esq.  pay-master  to  the  r^orth-Carolina  troops : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  2200  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  state : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Ausustis  Mottin  de  la  Balme,  307  doUan, 
45-90ths,  being  for  two  months'  advance  pay,  as  inspector  of  cavaliy,  iiid 
for  a  horse  hire  : 

That  32p  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Yalanais,  aid  to  Mons.de UBilme, 
for  two  months'  advance  pay,  and  for  a  horse : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  by  the  president,  on  the  •commissioner  of  tk 
loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bav,  in  favor  of  the  delegates  e( 
South-Carolina,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  state  of  Soatk- 
Carolina. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
'    Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jttiy  21,  1777. 

Mr.  Folsoro,  from  New-Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Chase,  from  Maryland,  ii- 
tended,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Johnson,  colonel  Humpton,  and  colonel  BroadhcKf, 
and  the  other  field  officers  of  their  battalions  of  Pennsylvania  forces,  v» 
read,  recommending  Dr.  Jones  to  be  brigade-chaplain  to  those  three  battalioiis. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  proposals  ought  to  be  made  to 
Mons.  du  Coud  ray.  Drought  in  a  report,  which  was  read ;  and  after  debate. 

Resolved^  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  tiJl  to- 
morrow. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  copj  of  m 
letter,  of  the  14th,  to  him  from  general  St.  Clair,  at  Fort  Edward,  with  ti\e 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  council  of  war  for  evacuating  Ticouderoga  and 
Mount-Independence,  ivas  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  St.  Clair,  with  the  paper  enclosed, 
be  committed  to  the  committee  of  intelligence ;  and,  afterwards*  that  tbe 
same,  together  with  the  letter  from  generiu  Washington  and  the  papers  ea- 
closed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  July  2^,  1777. 

Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  from  South-Carolina,  and  Mr.  Cornelius  Harnett  fnm 
Korth-Carolina,  attended  and  took  their  seats. 

A  letter,  of  the  £Oth,  from  brigadier  Forman ;  one.  of  the  1 1th,  from  9- 
Temor  Henry;  one,  of  the  15th,  from  brigadier-general  Conway  and  ni 
field  officers  of  his  brigade;  one,  of  the  18th,  from  Alexander  Ai'DondL 
of  Ringsburgh,  and  one  trom  William  Edmeston,  major  of  the  48th  re^nettlf 
and  sundry  other  officers,  prisoners  at  Reading;  and  one,  of  the  Su.lnB 
bri«idier-fi;eneral  Howe,  were  read: 

Urderea,  That  the  letters  from  A.  M'Donald  and  the  prisoners  at 
and  that  from  brigadier-general  Howe,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 

That  the  letter  from  governor  Henry  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasaitt 
and  that  colonel  W.  Finnic,  lay  his  accounts  before  the  said  board,  wko  «• 
to  proceed  to  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  the  said  accounts. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  Dr.  Rickman  to  Mr.  Harrison,  was  laid  befa^ 
Congress  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 
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The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read ;  and  after  debate* 
Rmivtdt  That  tiie  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to* 
morrow. 

l*he  order  of  the  day,  for  appointing  three  gentlemen  to  conduct  the  bu- 
sioess  of  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Orimd,  That  the  appointment  of  the  said  gentlemen  be  postponed  to 
Tocsdiynext. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  ihe  committee  On 
foreign  applications ;  Whereupon, 

J&olvMtj  That  the  chevalier  du  Portail,  colonel  of  engineers,  take  rank 
and  command  of  aU  engineers  heretofore  appointed. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Mons.  du  Coudray  2666  £-3d  dollars, 
for  the  support  of  himself  and  the  gentlemen  who  came  with  bim  from 
France;  for  which  Mons.  du  Coudray  Itf  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  to  transmit,  from  Maryland  to  the 
auditor-general,  one  million  of  dollars,  for  which  the  said  auditor-general  is 
to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  auditor-general  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war, 
^  SOO,000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general  for 
the  use  of  the  northern  department,  and  for  which  the  said  deputy  pay- 
»Mter-general  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan -office  in  the  state 
•f  Pennsylvania,  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  the  additor-general,  for 
which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Augustus  Mottin  de  la  Balme,  inspec- 
tor-general of  cavalry,  claimed  for  his  and  monsieur  Ricault's  expenses  to 
America,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  736  dollars,  for  whicn  colonel 
de  la  Balme  is  to  be  accountable. 
J^e  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  23,  1777. 

A  /effer,  of  this  day,  from  captain  Thomas  Dorsey,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the  casting  of 
cannon,  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  all  the 
contracts  they  have  made,  together  with  an  account  of  the  advances  made 
jpd  cannon  received  in  conseauence  of  such  contracts ;  and  that  they  be 
hscharged  from  proceeding  farther  in  that  business,  and  tiiat  the  board  of 
w  and  ordnance  be  vested  with  the  poW^rd  mnted  to  the  aforesaid  com- 
nrtlee,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  attend  to  the  execution  of  the  said  coil- 
i^ts,  and  to  take  such  measures  as  they  shall  judge  proper  and  effectual 
^  procuring  a  proper  supply  of  cannon  for  the  land  and  sea  service,  and 
^t  the  marine  committee  apply  to  the  said  board  for  such  cannon  as  they 
•ay  want  for  the  continental  ships  of  war,  under  their  direction. 
The  marine  committee  having  laid  before  Congress  a  petition  from  sun- 
ry  lieutenants  in  the  navy,  which  had  been  some  time  under  the  considera- 
on  of  the  said  committee,  and  represented,  that  before  any  determination 
as  had  thereon,  a  number  of  the  said  lieutenants  refused  to  proceed  in  the 
:ecution  of  their  duty,  until  what  they  call  their  grievances  should  be  re- 
essed,  as  more  fully  appears  by  a  paper  now  produced  to  Congress,  dated 
1st  of  July,  directed  to  John  Barry,  esq.  senior  commander  of  the  navy  in 
e  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  signed  by  twelve  of  the  said  lieutenants,  viz. 
Dbert  French,  Robert  Martin,  Robert  Hume,  John  Fanning,  Matthew 
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Tibbs,  George  Batson,  Luke  Matthewman,  Willura  Gamble,  Thonas 
y^jighan,  Joseph  Greenwaj,  R.  Pomoroj,  James  Arinitage ;  and  wliems 
such  combinations  of  officers  to  extort  increase  of  pay  and  allowances  froai 
the  public,  are  of  Hie  most  dangerous  tendency,  it  is  necessary  fwr  the  pib- 
lie  service  to  make  examples  of  such  offenders ;  therefore, 

Me8Qlv$d,  That  the  paid  Robert  Frei^ch,  Robert  Martin,  Robert  Hane, 
John  Fanning,  Matthew  Tibbs,  George  Batson,  Luke  Matthewcnau,  Wil- 
Uam  Gamble,  Thomas  Vaughan,  Joseph  Green  way,  R.  Pomoroy,  and  Jaofs 
Armitage>  be  dismissed  the  continental  service,  and  they  are  herebf  dis- 
missed aocordingly,  apd  their  coramisaiqns  rendered  void  aad  of  none  eftct. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Robert  French,  Robert  Martin,  Robert  Bm, 
John  Fanning,  Matthew  Tibbs,  George  Batson,  Luke  Matthewoian,  Wil- 
liam Gamble,  Thomas  Vaughan,  Joseph  Greenway,  R.  Pomoroy,  and  JanH 
Armitagf,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  rendered  inca^ble  ofholdiQs  any  con- 
^ussion  or  warant  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  several  states  not  to  employ  any  of  them  in  any  oict 
civil  or  military. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  takea  is- 
to  consideration :  Whereupon,  Coneress  came  to  the  following  resolntiow: 

Whereas,  no  continental  general  offi^r  is  stationed  in  or  near  the  con- 
monwealth  of  Vii^nia,  which  prevents  the  issuing  of  money  for  the  pibbt 
service  out  of  the  military  chest  in  the  southern  department :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  col.  David  Mason  be  authorized  to  draw  warrants  apa 
the  depaty  pay-master  general  of  the  said  department,  for  public  servioeft, 
arising  in  the  said  commonwealth,  until  a  general  officer  be  stadoned  there, 
always  specifying  in  such  warrants  the  narticular  uses  for  which  the  moaej 
so  drawn  shall  be  intended  or  a^^i^  i^r. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  col.  Lewis  du  Portail,  chevalier  Der- 
fiord,  ^75  dollars ;  to  lieutenant-colonel  la  Radiere,Baileul,S0O  dollars ;asi( 
to  major  Gouvion  Obry,  250  dollars ;  for  which  sums  they  are  respectively 
to  be  accountablie* 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  empowered  te  oontmct  with  ba- 
kers to  bake  into  biscuit,  for  the  use  of  the  army,  the  flour  which  they  were 
ordered  to  sell : 

That  the  4»mmissary -general  of  purchases  be  directed  to  have  die  fitsr 
stored  at  Yorktown,  Lancaster,  Downin^town,  and  Valley -Forge,  in  P»o* 
sylvania,  and  which  is  in  danger  of  perishing,  baked  into  biscuit  for  tk 
use  of  the  army. 

A  letter,  of  die  19th,  from.general  Green,  and  one,  of  the  aame  daie*  fn^ 
Joseph  Tru^ihiiU,  were  read : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Christopher  Ludwig,  superintendent  of  bakers,  being  sent  by  gen.  Wash- 
iaetoato  Philadelphia  to  prociH'ea  number  of  journeymen  biMcers  ;  aoAil 
^emg  repoesented  by  him  that  he  cannot  be  supplied,  as  most  of  tbem  ut 
ai^i^ed  in  tlie  militia, 

Ordered,  Th^  Mr.  Ludwig  af^ly  to  the  supreme  ei^ecutive  council  of  ^ 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  council  41 
finroish  him,  witn  such  a  number  of  jura4*ymen  bakers,  out  of  the  nailitiaaif' 
ployed  in  4he  service  of  the  continent,  as  he  may  want. 

Orderedf  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  to  the  baron  d^Asttdt 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  applicatiox^. 

The  mariiie  oommittee  brought  in  a  report 

,0fdm4.  To  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

The  board  ,qf  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read :    , 

Ordenady  Tb{it  tlie  considerajtion  thereof  be  postiponed  till  to-9>ttrrow. 

T^e  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  t>ei^  pos^ned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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THflRSDAY,  July  24,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  £2d,  from  fi;en.  Washington,  at  the  Clove,  was  read  : 
Orimd,  That  a  copj  of  the  same  m  sent  to  the  supreme  executive 
coancil  of  Pennsylyania. 

A  petition  af  Thomas  Vanghan  waa  read,  wherein  he  declares,  tiiat  he 
did  not  fien  the  paper  addressed  to  John  Barry,  esq. 

Ordeml,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Phil  brick  was  read  : 

Ofdenit  That  the  same,  together  with  the  papers  enclosed,  and  therein 
refermi  to,  be  committed  to  the  board  of  treasury* 

OrdtTtd,  lliat  the  letter  from  general  Wamingtou  be  referred  to  the 
boudof  war,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  executive  powers 
of  Peauylvania,  and  take  immediate  and  efiectnal  measures  to  carry  into 
execotioa  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  general. 

Mr.  Liyingston,  one  of  the  committee  sent  to  camp,  being  returned,  laid 
before  Congress  a  letter  from  general  Washington  to  the  said  committee, 
wliich  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  SSd,  from  brigadier  Forroan,  was  read,  informing,  that  the 
eneaiy'g  fleet  sailed  yesterday  moraing  from  the  Hook. 

CoDjp-ess  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  board  of  war  ; 
and,  after  debate, 

Roolcti^  That  the  fiu^er  consideration  thereof  be  posponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

la  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  ^  claims,  the 
uditDr-general  reports. 

Tint  there  is  due  to  William  Smith,  copperplate-printer,  for  printing 
lotn-ofBce  certificates  at  Baltimore,  from  16th  Nov.  1776,  to  17tii  July,  1777) 
forsondnes  he  supplied  for  the  use  thereof,  23  59-90  dollars  : 

To  Christopher  Ludwig,  superintendent  of  bakers,  for  sundry  expenses 
incured  in  Uie  said  service,  and  for  Us  pay  for  tliree  months,  ending  the  3d 
ivlj)  737  36-90  doUars : 
Ordmd,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Apetitkn  from  Thomas  Bramal,  and  one  from  Robert  Towers,  were  read : 

Orimdt  That  the  fonner  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  the  latter  to  the 
i»«nJ  f^  treasury. 

Apetidonfrom  Luke  Matthewman  and  the  other  lieutenants  of  the  navy, 
wlwwere  yesterday  dismissed  the  service,  and  a  letter  from  John  Nelson  to 
the  lurine  committee,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  the  chevalier  la  Radiere  was  read : 

Ordered,  Ta  lie  on  the  table. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  July  25,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  brigadier  Muhlenbur^;  one,  of  the  2d,  from 
^e  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  an  application  of  tlie  general  assem- 
ly  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  for  a  sum  of  money  to  redeem  the  bills 
sued  by  that  state,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  apidication  from  the  general  assembly  of  New-Hamp- 
Hre  be  referred  to  the  ooard  of  .treasury. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war| 
id,  after  debate, 

fiesolved.  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
testate  of  Georgia: 


' 
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The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  HaniBon,  Mr.  Wii' 
son  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report^  which  was  taken  intoconridemtioD; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Congress  have  a  just  sense  of  the  merit  of  lieuteiuBit- 
colonel  Meigs,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  who  distiimisb- 
ed  their  prudence,  acttvitj,  enterprise  and  valor,  in  the  late  expeditiM  to 
Long-Island ;  and  that  an  elegant  sword  be  provided  bj  the  cobib^wt- 
general  of  military-stores,  and  presented  to  lieutenant  colonel  Meigs: 

Resolved,  That  Congress  have  a  just  sense  of  the  gallant  behavi«v  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Barton,  of  a  militia  regiment  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Isbni 
and  Providence-Plantations,  and  the  brave  officers  and  men  of  his  ptrtj, 
who  distinguished  their  valor  and  address  in  making  prisoners  of  nijor- 

feneral  Prescot^of  the  British  army,  and  major  William  Barrington,  hisiid- 
e-camp;  and  that  an  elegant  sword  be  provided  by  the  commissary -gmenl 
of  military  stores,  and  presented  to  lieutenant^colonel  Barton. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  contract  with  proper 
persons  to  supply  the  army  with  beer,  cyder,  vegetables^  soap,  TtBe|ir 
and  sour-crout ;  and  tliat  they  be  directed  to  advertise,  in  the  sev^:^  P^^^ 
that  all  persons  whom  it  may  suit  to  suj^ly  the  army  with  those  articles, 
may  make  their  proposals  to  the  board. 

Mesolvedf  That  general  Washington  be  empowered  to  increase  the  latioo 
of  soap  according  to  his  discretion : 

That  so  much  of  general  Washington's  letter  as  relates  to  an  aoditor'kAt* 
tending  the  army  to  settle  and  adjust  accounts  before  warrants  be  drawn  for 
payment,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury : 

That  general  Washington  be  empowered  to  appoint  Mr.  Robert  Erskine, 
or  any  other  person  that  he  may  think  proper,  gec^rapher  aad  surveTor  of 
the  roads,  to  take  sketches  of  the  country,  tne  seat  of  war,  and  to  hare  the 
p|x>curing,  governing  and  paying  the  guides  empleved  under  him;  die  gene* 
ral  to  fix  the  pay  of  the  said  geographer,  &c.  and  the  allowance  that  sbiA 
be  made  to  the  guides. 

Resolved,  That  the  part  of  the  report  respecting  a  supply  of  clotiung  be 
re-committed,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  report  lie  for  farther  cmisidera* 
tion. 

The  marine  committee  having  represented  that  the  extravagant  {trices  asv 
demanded  for  all  kinds  of  materials  used  in  ship-building,  and  the  enoneeis 
wages  required  by  tradesmen  and  labourers,  render  the  building  of  the  dbsfi 
of  war  already  ordered  by  Congress  not  only  excessively  expensive,  batabo 
difficult  to  be  accomplished  at  this  time,  and  that  it  appears,  by  inforai^M 
lately  received,  that  some  of  the  frigates  have  been  set  on  the  stocks  ia  m- 
proper  places ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  put  a  stop  ie  te 
building  of  such  of  the  continental  ships  of  war  already  orderedbj  te 
Congress  to  be  built,  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  and  to  resume  the  I>aild9| 
of  them  again  when  they  shall  find  it  consistent  with  the  interest  of  tk 
United  States  so  to  do. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  marine  committee,  on  m. 
application  of  sundry  comnumders  in  the  navy ;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedt  That  the  commanders  of  continental  vessels  of  war  of  ten  aaA 
and  upwards,  be  allowed  5  l-3d  dollars  per  week,  for  subsistence  whtk  m 
domestic  or  foreien  ports : 

That  commanders  of  vessels  under  ten  guns  be  allowed  4  dollars  per  wmk 
for  subsistence  while  in  domestic  or  foreign  ports : 

That  commanders  of  continental  vessds  of  war  of  ten  guns  and  apwax^ 
be  allowed,  whilst  at  sea,  2  2-3ds  dollars  per  week  for  cabin  expenses  : 
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ThitUeuteaants,  susgeons,  captaitis  of  marines  and  chaplains^  be  allowed 
4  dollars  a  week  subsistence  in  (lomestic  ports»  during  such  time  as  the  shipe^ 
they  respectively  belong  to  are  not  in  condition  to  receive  them  on  board : 

That  tfle  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  allow  such  cabin  furniture 
for  cootinental  vessels  of  war  as  they  shall  judge  proper: 

That  when  agents  for  the  United  8tateB»  or  any  persons  in  authority  un- 
der tbeiii»pat  passengers  on  board  any  continentdJ.  Tessel  of  war,  they  shall 
lay  in  the  necessary  stores  for  tlieir  acconuoodationi  to  prevent  expense 
and  inconvenience  to  the  commandeoB. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  oVlock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  July  26, 1777- 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter to  general  Howe,  proposing  to  exchange  major-&;eneral  Present  for 
ma/or-eeoeral  Lee ;  and  a  copy  of  a  letter,  ofthe  22d,  from  general  Schuy- 
ler; a  Tetter  of  the  24th,  from  J.  M'Kinley,  esq.  president  of  Delawai-e, 
were  read : 

(hderei^  That  so  much  of  general  Washington's  letter  as  relates  to  the 
calling  out  militia,  be  sent  to  the  executive  powers  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Delairare: 

That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  to  general  Howe  be  published. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  colonel  Proctor  of  the  artillery,  was  read : 
Whereupon, 

BesdvedtThfit  an  order  be  drawn  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  for  3096  dollars,  irt 
lavor  of  Matthew  M*Gui  re,  pay -master  to  col.  Proctor's  regiment,  for  the 
tise  of  the  said  regiment,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  July  28,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  one  of  the  22d, 
from  William  Franklin,  in  Litchfield  gaol,  Connecticut ;  also  another  letter, 
without  date,  from  general  Washington,  at  the  Cross-Roads,  sixteen  miles 
from  MorristowD  ;  one,  of  the  17th,  from  the  council  of  safety  of  New-York, 
at  Kingston,  with  resolutions  passed  by  the  said  council ;  and  a  letter  of  the 
27th,  from  Mens,  du  Coudray,  were  read. 

Congress  togk  into  considcFation  the  letter  of  the  25th,  from  fi;en.  Wash- 
ngton,  and  that  from  W.  Franklin,  desirins  leave  to  go  to  New- York  to  visit 
lis  wife,  who  is  in  a  declining  state  of  health  :  Whereupon, 

Raolved,  That  a  certified  copy  ofthe  certificate  granted  by  William 
^ranklin,  esq.  whilst  under  a  parole,  to  Robert  Betts,  be  transmitted  to  ^n. 
'Vashia^on,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  inform  Mr.  W.  Franklin,  that,  uter 
uch  a  TiolatioD  of  so  sacred  a  tie  as  that  of  honor.  Congress  cannot  think  it 
Msistent  with  the  safety  ofthe  states,  to  permit  him  to  have  an  opportunity 
r  conferring  with  our  open  enemies  under  any  restriction  whatsoever. 
Resolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  purchase  such  powder 
id  military  stores  offered  for  sale  in  any  of  these  states,  as  they  may  judge 
K^essary  for  the  public  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  and  directed  to  pro* 
de  and  get  ready,  with  all  possible  expedition,  ten  fire-ships,  to  be  under 
e  direction  of  the  commodore  commanding  in  the  nver  Delaware. 
The  niarine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  lieute- 
Dts  of  the  ships  of  war  now  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  reported,  <*  That 
ey  have  called  in,  before  them,  the  signers  of  the  said  petition,  who  ac- 
i«iwledged,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  that  the  ofience  for  which  they 
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were  disrnisBed  is  highlj  reprehenstbk,  ind  could  not  be ju9tifi*d  onder  snj 
circumstaDcM  or  on  an<r  pretence  whatever,  and  that  thej  were  exceedhf 
Buiry  for  the  raflhneas  which  betrayed  them  into  sach  behavioun"  Whereupoi, 

Resjlitd,  That  the  said  lieutenants  be  restored  t«  their  former  rank  and 
command. 

Rtsolvtd,  That  it  be  recmnmended  to  the  eiecutire  council  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  call  out  4000  of  the  militia,  in  addition  to  those  aJreidr 
called  forth  ;  and,  as  their  service  h  immediately  wanted,  that  tbey  ^ 
forth  such  as  can  be  soonest  collected. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY.  Julg  29,  1777- 

A  letter,  of  the  38th,  from  Joseph  Tmmbull,  esq.  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  t»e  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Oriererf,  That  the  letters  of  the  15th  and  23d,froD)  J.  M'Kinley.  esq.  pre- 
sident of  the  state  of  Delaware,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  an  enquiry  be  made  into  the  reasons  of  the  evacuation  if 
Ticonden^a  and  Mount- Independence,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  geoetil 
officers  who  were  in  the  northern  department  at  the  time  of  the  evaosatioB: 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  digest  and  report  the  mode  of  condoct- 
ing  the  enquiry. 

A  letter,  ofthe  12th,  from  P.  I%ilips,  at  Providence,  was  read,  whereitk 
informs  Congress,  that  his  infirm  state  of  health  obliges  him  to  decline  te 
office  of  commissary  of  hides,  with  which  Congress  honored  him :  TPbne- 
apon: 

Renolvtd,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referrea,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  30,  1777. 

A  petition  from  lien  tenant-col  on  el  Jotham  Loring.  was  read  ;  BettinKfoT^ 
that,  in  the  Danbury  expedition  in  which  \         '  '    "  ... 

a  horse  killed,  and  praying  that  another 
make  up  his  loss : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boai 

The  governor  of  Virgiaia  having  repres 
ander  Telfair,  two  of  the  gentlemen  app 
coonts  of  Viipnia  aninst  the  United  Stat 

Reeolved.  That  Whitmell  Hill  and  Eat 
their  room,  and  that  they,  and  Wyllie  Ji 
cinpowcred  to  act. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by 
auditor -general  reports. 

That  uie  account  of  William  Finnic,  di 
snndries  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  qua 
amounts  to  170,331 3S-90  dollars ;  thathel 
deputy  pay-master  general,  154,543  78-9 
horses,  wooden  tents,  and  goods  sold  b; 
that  there  is  a  tmlance  due  to  him  amot 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  treasury 
services  in  purchasins  clothing  and  nece 
dispming  of  such  articles  as  were  unfit 
making  in  the  whole  6509  87-90  dollars  ; 

Reeved,  That  there  be  paid  to  colonel 
master  general  fur  the  soutnern  departme 
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halaoce  of  his  accounts  with  :the  United  States,  as  settled  by  the  commis- 
sioners  at  the  treasary  c^loe,  under  the  directioi^  of  the  committee  of  the 
tres8urj»and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  discharge  the  said  de- 
puty quarter-master  general  upon  the  said  account  accordingly. 

UK  consequence  of  an  acyustmtnt  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general farther  reports, 
That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Jewell,  for.  subsisting  prisoners  in  the  new 
iol,  for  fire-wood,  candles,  &c*  and  for  his  and  his  two  assistants'  pay>from 
e  irth  June  to  the^Sd  July*  75Z  as-90  dollars : 
ihdertd.  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  which  was  taken  into 
consideration;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  ne  paid  to  George  Ciymer,  esq.  130  40-90  dollars,  for 
his  and  Mr.  Stockton's  expenses  as  a  committee  of  Congress  to  Ticondero- 
ga,  between  the  2rth  September  and  2Qth  November  last : 

Hiat  there  be  advanced  to  col.  Lewis  Nicola,  of  the  battalion  of  inTalids, 
500  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  said  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  olftcersof  the  cavalry,  2  2-dds  dol- 
lars for  their  tfooble  and  expense  in  recruiting  every  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer and  private,  and  purchasing  each  horse. 

J2^8ofoe<i,..That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  managers  of  the  lottery  for 
45,000  dollnjrs^  in  favor  of  the  auditor-general,  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paiil  to  Lewis  Casimir  de  Holtzendorf,  retained 
bj  Mr.  Deane  as  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  service  of  die  United  States,  for 
eight  months'  pay  and  rations,  commencing  the  20th  November,  and  ending 
the  20tb  July,  deducting  900  livres  which  Mr.  Deane  advanced  him,  439  40-90 
dollars. 

Raolvedj  That  there  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-col.  Holtzendorf  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  120  dollars,  for  two  months'  pay^  commencing  the  £0th  inst. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  a  petition  from  Mary  Giddens  was  re- 
ferred, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read ;  Whereuixm, 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  200  dollars  be  pid  to  Marv  Giddens,  widow  of 
John  Giddens,  a  petty  officer,  killed  on  board  the  Alfrea,  in  the  engagement 
with  the  Glasgow  man  of  war,  she  being  entitled  to  this  sum  out  of  uie  prize- 
iDoney  taken  by  the  sauadron  during  com.  Hopkins's  cruize,  the  cannon  and 
nilitary  stores  appliea  to  continental  use  being  part  of  the  said  prize  goods,  of 
which  no  valuation  has  been  obtained. 

WhereaSf  the  states  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  are  in 
danger  of  an  immediate  invasion  from  the  enemy's  army,  a  powerful  fleet  be- 
ing daily  expected  within  the  capes  of  Delaware,  and  there  is  the  strongest 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  enemy  will  endeavor  to  secure,  without  delay,  all, 
the  cattle,  horses,  and  teams,  which  are  exposed  to  the  water,  in  order  to  sub- 
ftst  their  army  and  facilitate  their  military  operations  ;  and  whereas,  the 
pceventiDfl;  of  this  measure  is  not  only  highly  conducive  to  the  general  weal, 
hot  will  unimately  tend  to  secure  the  property  of  the  good  people  of  these 
states  from  cruel  ravages : 

Reeolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  states  of 
Pennsylvania,  New-Jersey,  and  Delaware,  to  cause  the  horses,  wagons, 
carts,  cattle,  and  other  live  stock  contiguous  to  the  bay  and  river  Delaware, 
ti»  be  removed  into  the  icterior  parte  of  the  country,  whenever  the  arrival  of 
the  enemy's  forces  at  the  capes  shall  announce  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
sach  a  measure. 

Reeolvedf  That  all  continental  officers,  and  officers  of  militia  in  continen- 
tal paj,  in  the  said  stetes,  do  affiird  the  said  elecutive  powers  such  aid  and 
asaisunce,  in  performing  this  service,  as.  they  msy  require. 
Vol  IL  27 
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A  memorial  from  Brjan  Lcftertj  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  memorial  as  relates  to  an  extensiM  tf 
the  limits  in  his  parole,  "be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  reflniB* 
der  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  ioto 
consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  col.  Moses  Hazen  1497  57-90  dollars,  for 
the  paj  of  the  6eld  officers  and  four  companies,  of  which  bis  battaliOB  then 
consisted,  from  the  18th  of  June  to  the  Ist  of  November : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Isaac  Guion,  esc[.  pay-mastor  to  the  9th  battdioii  of 
continents  troops  raised  in  North-Carolina,  on  account  of  the  pay  of  (heiiid 
battalion,  2500  aullars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Isaac  Guion,  agent  for  John  Spicer,  paj-master  «f 
the  2d  battalion  of  continental  troops  raised  in  North-Carolina,  on  accaait 
of  the  pay  of  the  said  battalion,  3500  dollars,  for  which  the  said  pay-mastei 
is  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Isaac  Guion,  agent  for  James  Spicer,  paj-naster  af 
the  5th  battaliort  of  continental  troops  raised  in  North«Carolina»*on  aecont 
of  pay  for  that  battalion,  5000  dollars,  the  said  pay-roaster  to  be  accoontable: 

That  there  be  paid  to  Richard  Bradley,  pay-master  to  the  Ist  battalion  tf 
continental  troops  raised  in  North-Carolina,  commanded  by  colonel  ThMUS 
Clarke,  for  one  months' pay  of  the  said  battalion,  3000  dollarvtl^e  said  piy- 
master  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  continental  treasurer  at  Baltimore,  ia  h- 
vor  of  Stephen  Stewart,  for  the  use  of  the  secret  committee,  10»666  d-3di 
dollars^  and  to  be  charged  to  the  secret  committee  : 
'  That  40|000  dollars  be  paid  to  Cornelius  Sweers,  d^raty  coraroissary  of 
military  stores,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  colonel  B.  Flower,  the  com** 
missary-generalof  military  stores : 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  ef  Georpa, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  major-gen.  St.  Clair,  who  commanded  at  Ticonderost  aad 
Mount  Independence,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  forthwith  to  repair  to 
head-quarters. 
,   The  sereral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ton  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  July  31,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th,  from  general  Washington  at' Coryell's  Ferrr; 
of  the  30th,  from  brigadier  Ceesan  Rodney,  at  Dover ;  and  one,  of  tie  l 
date,  from  H.  Fisher,  at  Lewistown,  intorming  that  the  enemy's  fleeC^ 
peared  in  the  offing,  about  four  leagues  from  the  light-house,  were  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considei    ' 
Wherieupon, 

^  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  council  of  the  . 
of  FeuMjAvania,  forthwith  to  make  prisoners,  such  of  the  late  crown 
proprietary  officers,  and  other  persons  in,  and  near  this  city,  as  are  € 
Mcted,  or  may  be  dangerous  to  the  public  liberty,  and  send  them  back 
the  country,  there  to  t^  confined,  or  enlii^ed  upon  parole,  as  their 
ters  and  behaviour  may  reauire : 

That  it  be  recommendea  to  the  said  executive  council  to  remove,  ^ 
^ard,  all  the  stato  prisoners  in  the  gaol  of  this  city,  to  Mmie  safe  place  L 
into  the  country,  and  that  they  cause  the  guards  to  be  doubled  until  the 
toners  can  be  removed : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  executive  council,  immediately  to 
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der  two  coiD|Maiies  of  miKtia  to  Btrengthen  the  guard  over  the  prisoners 
at  Lancaster,  and  also  two  companies  of  militia  to  guard  the  prisoners  at 
York-town. 

Ordered^  That  100,000'  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  sapreme  extoutive 
coancil  of  the  state  of  Pennsjivanta  for  public  service,  the  said  state  to  be 
accosntable. 

Haolvedj  That  the  militia  of  the*  stated  of  N^-lersev,  Pennsjlvania, 
Delawatv  and  Maryland  be  immediatelj  called  forth,  to  repel  anj  invasion 
ef  the  enem J  in  the  said  states* 

Ordered,  That  80,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  continental  navy  board 
in  Pennsjlvaiiia,  for  public  service,  theisaid.  boand  to  be  accountable. 

BaiUved,  That  the  cdntiimital  navy  board  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
take  such  measures  as  theyjudse  necessary  and  exjuedient;  for  securing  the 
continental  vessels  that  cannot  be  employed  in  the  aefenoe  of  the  river,  and 
also  for  secaring  the  continental  property  afloat  in  the  river. 

Whereas,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  out  ef  his  great  zeal  to  the  cause  of 
Hbertj,  in  which  the  United  States  are  engjt^goA,  has  left  his  family  and  con- 
nexions, and,  at  bis  own  expense,  came  owet  to  oier  his  service  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  without  pension  or  particular  allowance,  and  is  anxiu^s  to  risk 
his  life  in  our  cause : 

ReiUced,  That  his  serrice  be  accepted,  and  that,  in  consideration  of  his 
zeal,  ilhisttiOQS  famrly  and  connexions,  he  have  the  rank  and  commission  of 
najor-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  colonel  S.  Moylan ;  one,  of  the  25th«  from  ge* 
neral  Washington,  introducing  Moos.  d'Avoux  to  the  notice  of  Congress  ; 
oae,  of  the  8th,  from  governor  Henry  of  Yirgiaia ;  one,  of  the  £rth,  from  xo- 
looel  Gibson,  at  Alexandria ;  one,  of  the  £8th,  from  J.  M'Kinley,  president 
of  Delaware ;  and  a  letter  and  memorial  from  Or.  Morgan,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  letters  from  president  M'Kinley,  brigadier  Rodney, 
garvtnua^  Henry,  and  colonel  Oibson,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war;  that 
the  letter  (horn  general  Washington,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  refertM 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  applications;  and  the  memorial  of  Dr.  Morgan 
to  the  medical  committee. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  24th ; 
Whereupon, 

Xeiohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authorities  of  the 
United  States,  to  divide  their  respective  states  into  districts,  and  to  appoint 
t  proper  person  in  each  district  to  recruit  men  to  fill  up  the  regiments  raised 
in  sudh  state ;  that  they  take  good  security  of  the  persons  so  appointed,  for 
the  fdthful  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  rendering  just  accounts  of  all  public 
monies,  that  shall  come  to  his  hands ;  and  that  they  allow,  for  each  able* 
bodied  recruit  so  raised,  who  shall  iniist  for  3  years,  or  during  the  war,  the 
sum  of  8  dollars,  in  full  for  his  trouble  and  expense;  that,  where  no  provi* 
fion  for  securing  deserters  has  already  been  made  by  the  laws  of  the  state, 
they  give  to  each  person  so  appointed,  full  power  to  take  up  and  secure  all 
deserters  that  shall  come  within  -their  respective  districts,  and  where  force 
is  necessary  for  this  purpose,  that  they  direct  the  oScers  of  the  militia  to 
give  such  assistance  as  shall  be  required ;  that  they  allow  him  the  iTum  of 
5  dollars  for  every  deserter  so  taken  op  and  secured,  in  full  for  his  trouble 
rati  expense  therein ;  and,  for  the  encouragement  of  men  to  enter  the  ser- 
vice, they  shall  have  liberty,  at  the  tiihc  of  their  inlistment,  to  make  choice 
of  the  regiment,  troop  or  company  in  which  they  will  serve,  provHed  such 
regiment,  troop  or  company  is  not  full  j  if  it  is,  they  may  chuse  any  other 
regiment,  troop  or  company  which  is  not  full,  which  shall  be  entered  against 
their  names  and  returned  to  the  officer  appointed  to  I'eceive  such  recruits, 
who  shall,  at  the  time  they  are  sent  to  join  tneir  corps,  transmit  the  same  to 
the  general,  or  commanding  officer. 
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Resolved^  That  it  be  reconimended  to  the  executive  amthorities  ot  Hm 
United  States,  to  appoint  convenient  places  of  rendezvous  in  tkeir  respee- 
tive  states,  for  receiving  recruits  and  deserters,  and  that  th^  transmit  to 
general  Washington,  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible^  uie  Dunes  of 
such  places  of  rendezvous,  in  order  that  proper  officers  may  be  aent  tore- 
ceive  recruits  and  deserters. 

Risolvtd^  That  general  Washii^n  be  direct^  to  order  all  centnendl 
officers,  now .  absent  from  their  corps,  forthwith  to  join  them,  except  ooij 
such  as  the  general  shall  think  necessary  to  receive  recruita  and  imrd  ifcen 
to  the  army. 

Ordered^  That  the  two  first  articles  in  the  requisition  otf  Moim.  daCei- 
dray,  of  the  27th  instant,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Acyoumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  August  1,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  31st  July,  from  general  Washington,  at  CoryelPs  Feny; 
one,  of  the  8th  April,  from  S.  Deuie,  recommenduig  the  visoompte  Mas- 
Toy ;  one,>>f  the  30th  July,  from  brigadier  J.  Dagworthy ;  and  a  nsemonil 
from  colonel  Hazen ;  were  read. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  tbe  letlcn 
that  have  passed  between  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence  and  Mr. 
Deane,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress,  and  that  the  committee  meet  stik 
office  of  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  8.  Adams,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Laueiis. 

A  letter  from  the  baron  de  Kalb,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  appiiaitiflos. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  affiiirs  in  the  northern  departseiit} 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  ro^.  gen.  Schuyler  be  directed  to  repair  to  head^saiters: 

That  eeneral  Washington  be  directed  to  order  such  general  officer  ss  We 
shall  think  proper,  to  repair  immediately  to  the  northern  departmoita  ts  re- 
lieve major-general  Schuyler  in  his  command  there : 

That  origadiers-eeneral  Poor,  Patterson,  and  de  Roche  Femioy,be£- 
rected  to  repair  to  bead -quarters. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  to  be  appointed  to  digest  and  repoit  tke 
mode  of  conducting  the  enquiry  into  the  reasons  of  the  evacuation  ot  Tictt- 
derog^  and  Mount-Independence,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  <Mfficers  ate 
were  in  the  northern  department  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation,  consist  of  fni 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Jdr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Dyer.  Mr.  RdKC- 
deau,  and  Mr.  Folsom. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  thtils!b» 
of  Georgia;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  immediately  struck  and  twiM 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  redoem  ' 
the  certificates  abd  bills  of  credit,  issued  by  the  state  of  Georgia,  for  thei 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  supporting  the  continental  forces  in  that  i 
that  400,000  of  the  said  dollars  be  sent  to  the  gOTcrnment  of  the  aaid 
for  sinking  or  redeeming  the  said  certificates  or  bills  of  credit ;  that  a 
pajr-master-general  be  appointed  in  the  said  state  of  Georgia,  and  the 
mainicg  600,000  dollars  sent  to  him  for  the  use  of  the  continental  forces: 

That  the  quarter-master  general  be  directed  to  appoint  a  depatj  qi 
master  general  in  the  said  state,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  use  his  ai 
endeavors  to  procure  tents  and  other  essential  articles,  for  the  use  of 
droops  there,  without  delay : 

That  the  clothier-general  be  directed  to  appoint  an  agent  in  the  said 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  troops  there  with  cTotkea :  that  the 
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mitlee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  order  a  supplj  of  clothing  and  other  ne- 
cesMTj  articles  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  the  said  state : 

Thata  deputj  commissaiy-general  oi  porchases,  and  a  deputy  commissary- 
general  of  issues  of  provimons  be  appointed  in  the  said  state  i 

That  Windier-general  Howe  be  directed  to  send  a  general  officer ^to  re- 
liere  brigaaier-general  Mcintosh  in  his  command  in  Georgia^  and  that  he  as- 
a^wme  other  oommand  to  bri^ulier-general  Mcintosh :  ^ 

Tbatthe  commanding  officer  m  the  said  state,  for  the  time  being,  be  di- 
rected, as  be  shall  think  it  proper,  to  establish  a  post  in  the  soathern  p^rt  of 
the  said  stato)  at  the  most  convenient  and  healthy  situation : 

That  three  persons  in  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  be  appointed  to  audit 
aad  settle  the  public  accounts  in  Georgia,  and  that  the  auditor -general  be 
directed  to  acquaint  them  with  the  method  adopted  for  settling  public  ac- 
couita: 

Ordenif  Hiat  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  nominating,  and  Monday  next» 
for  appointing,  the  officers  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  resolutions. 
Tkeaeveral  matters'to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Aiyeiinied  to  tea  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jlugust  2,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Charles  Stewart  and  W.  Buchanan,  was  read* 

A  memorial  from  Isaac  Jones,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  owners,  ma- 
rines and  mariners  of  the  private  sloop  of  war  called  the  Retaliation,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  frooqi  Joseph  Trumbull,, at  Philadelphia,  was  read, 
desiring  that  he  may  nave  leave  to  resign  his  commission  of  commissary- 
g^neraT;  and  informing  Congress,  that  he  cannot  consider  himself  as  obliged 
lo  hold  the  office  he  now  acts  in,  lonser  than  the  .20th  day  of  this  month. 

^fnlved,  That  all  proceedings  oi  Congress,  and  all  questions  agitated 
and  determined  by  Censress,  be  entered  on  the  iournal,  and  that  the  yea  or 
1^7  of  each  member,  if  required  by  any  state,  be  taken  on  every  question 
tt  vtatedand  determined  by  the  house. 

Bteoived,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  appointing  officers  in  the 
commissaiy's  department. 

^^MmJ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  the  state  of 
*^^  in  the  northern  department : 

'Hie  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
Doane  and  Mr.  Law. 

Mered,  That  the  committee  confer  with  general  Washington,  and  report 
>«  soon  as  possible. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  J.  M*Rinley,  president  of  Delavi'are,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Orderedj  That  a  warrant  for  100,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  John  Lawrence, 
^*  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of 
Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  for  the  public  service,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  .the  28th  of  July,  from  governor  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut, 
rasread: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  northern  department. 
The  committee  for  foreign  affiurs  laid  before  Congress  sundry  letters,  which 
i^erc  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SUNDAY,  Mgust  3, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  of  July,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Moses-Creek,  4 
liles  below  Fort-Edward ;  one,  of  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  from  mi\)or« 
eneral  Arthur  St.  Clair,  at  the  same  place,  were  read. 
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The  committee  on  the  state  of'  the  Dortherti  department  tntragki  io  a  report^ 
which  was  taken  into  considettttion;  Wheretipbn,  '     - 

Resolved t  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order  the  geaerftl  vfibn 
he  shall  judge  proper  to  relieve  general  Schajler  in  hi«  conmiand,  io  rejmr, 
with  all  possible  expedition,  to  the  northern  department,  girinr  Itm  dnk- 
tions  what  nambers  of  the  militia  to  call  forth  firbm  the'states  of  New^Han^ 
shire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Cunnecticat,  New-York,  New-Jersey  and  Peiffl* 
sylvania:  *  '  •     '  ..... 

Tliat  notice  be  un^^diatelj'  Sent  to  the  exMutiTe'pow^s<^  th^  siiid  stitts^ 
and  that  they  be  cfdmestly  requested  to  get  the  milina  in  those  ptiSttM  of  1^ 
respective  states  most  contiguous  to  the  northern  dqiartment;remdy'tonitdi 
at  a  moment's  warning,  and  to  send,  witli  all  pototble  expedition,  socif -"firti 
of  them  as  the  general  commanding  in  the  northern  department  thM  ret^wm, 
to  serve  till  the  15th  of  November,  if  not  sooner  relieved  by  contSnMii 
troops,  or  dismissed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department^  nod  be 
entitled  to  continental* pay und  rations.' 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  depairtmerit  have  di8erYfio&- 
ary  power  to  make  requisitions  on  thq  states  aforesaid ^  from  time  to  time,  for 
such  additional  numbers  of  the  militia,  to  serve  in  that  department,  as  he  shall 
judge  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  to  Con^re^s,  iWiit  general  WasSiiiigMi'yof 
oiiinion,  that  th^  immediate  recal  of  all  the  brigadiers  flrom  flie  aoitheni  de- 
partment may  be  productive  of  inconvenience' to  the  pabKc  senriee: 

Hesolved,  That  the  order  of  Congress,  of  tiie  Ist  nay  of  thil'  afaotb,  m- 
pebtln^  the  said  brigadiers,  be  suspended  nntjl  general  Washinfftan  Ml 
judge  It  may  be  earned  into  effect  with  safety.  * 

Ordered,  That  the  tetter  from  B.  Franklin  and  S.  Deane  to  lord  StormoB^ 
and  the  despositi6ns  therein  referred  to,  which  were  among  the  papes  /ead 
yesterday,  be  published :  *    '        '  ■ 

*'  That  the  committee  for  foreign  affiiirs  extract,  and  lay  before  Cqapthsits 
morrow,  such  odier  parts  of  the  said  letters  and  papers  as  they  judge  profK 
iorjpublication.  '  -*• 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

MONDAY,  Jiugust  4,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  general  Washin^on,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  into  consideration  at  one  o^clock. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  July,  from  William  Sever,  es<}.  president  «r*#t 
council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  with  a  list  of  the  troops  raised  by  that  stsAe; 
one,  of  the  26th  of  July,  from  Blisha  Avery,  in  which  lie  foegs^  leave  tb  de- 
cline accepting  the  office  of  deputy  commissary-general  of  issuer ;  owC^ 
this  day,  from  R.  Bache ;  a  memoir  from  Mons.  da  Coudray ;  a  measwid 
from  Cnristopher  Ludwig;  and  a  letter,  of  the  25th  of  July,  firom  brigadier 
de  Roche  Fermoy,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  letter  from  the  council  of  Massachv^ettl- 
Bay,  as  relates  to  money,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  ^e  le* 
maindcr  to  the  board  of  war ;  that  the  letter  fi^m  Mr.  Bsehe  tie  referled  It 
the  board  of  treasury  ;  that  the  memoir  from  Mons.  du  Condray,  thef»en>eridl 
from  Christopher  Ludwig,  and  the  letter  from  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoyyka 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  encjuire  iiit%  aarf 
report  the  number  of  muskets  and  field-pieces,  and  the  quantity  of  sokltei^ 
clothing  imported,  or  manufactured,  or  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  armii 
the  time  of  import&tion  and  the  place,  and  the  persons  to  wbom  datWereS  , 
together  with  tne  number  of  arms  in  the  several  magaxinestfnd'i^the  c^re  of 
the  board  of  war,  the  number  in  the  stores  of  the  commissary-gejaeral  of 
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mUitarjr  stores,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  continental  troops,  and  what  num- 
ber has  been  lost  pr  condemned^  and  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Gerr^and  Mr.  Vandjke. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Daniel  Bucklin,  and  the  memorial 
of  Isaac  Jones,  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con.- 
ttderation ;  Whereupon, 

Resfdved,  Tl\at  Joseph  White,  commander  of  the  privateer  Revenge,  ap- 
pear before  the  committee  of  appeals  within  40  days  after  a  ^opy  of  tli^ 
petition  of  Daniel  Bucklin,  and  oi  this  resolution,  is  served  on  the  said 
Joseph  W^hite,  the  agent  or  one  of  the  owners  of  the  said  privateer,  to  shew 
cause  why  theprayer  of  the  petition  should  not  be  srantea. 

Resolved,  That  William  Dennis,  commander  of  the  privateer  sloop  called 
the  America,  appear  before  the  committee  of  appeals  within  40  days  after  a 
copy  of  the  memorial  of  Isaac  Jones,  and  of  this  resolution,  is  served  upon 
him,  the  said  William  Dennis,  the  agent,  or  one  of  the  owners  of  the  said 
privateer,  to  shew  cause  why  the  prayer  of  tlie  said  memorial  should  not  be 
granted. 

A  motion  was  made,  '*  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  revise  the  regu- 
lations of  the  commissary's  department,  so  far  as  respects  tlie  appointment 
of  officers;  that  they  ^confer  with  general  Washington  on  the  subject,  and 
report  such  alterations  as  they  may  judge  necessary." 

A  motion  was  made  for  postponing  the  consideration  thereof: 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  striking  out"  the  appointment 
of  officers"  and  inserting  "  the  salaries  to  be  given  and  the  oaths  to  be  taken 
by  persons  employed  in  the  issuing-department :"    Passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  so  far  as  respects  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers :"  Passed  in  the  negative. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  original  motion.  Passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  geo.  Washington,  where- 
in he  wishes  to  be  excused  from  making  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to 
command  ibe  northern  army ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  proceed  to.tlie  election ;  the  ballots  being  taken, 
major-gen.  (jvates  was  elected  bv  the  vote  of  eleven  states. 

Hemved,  That  senerai  Washington  be  informed  of  this  appointment,  and 
that  he  be  directed  to  order  gen.  Gates  to  repair,  with  all  possible  expedition, 
to  the  northern  department,  to  relieve  major-gen.  Schuyler. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  letter  from  gen.  Washington  be  re<> 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  the  northern  denartment. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Sugust  5,  1777. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  audi- 
tor-rcneral  Tejqrts, 

That  there  is  due  to  major  William  West,  for  his  pay  and  rations  as  a 
captain  in  the  3d  Pennsylvania  regiment,  from  1st  September  to.dSth  Octo- 
ber, 1776,  and  for  his  pay  and  rations  as  major,  frpm  95th  October,  1776,  to 
13th  July,  1777,  540  56-90  dollars :    .' 

To  Cornelius  Robinson,  for  his  services  as  ah  express  from  brigadier  Dag- 
worthy  to  this  place,  and  for  the  hire  of  horses  pressed  oa  the  road,  and  ^s 
expenses,  34  30-90  dollars : 

To  William. Hurrie,  for  his  attendance  as  door-keeper  to  Congress,  for 
candles, &c.  which  he  bought  between  1st  May. and  3]iaLt  July,  and  for  nine 
days'  attendance  omitted  in  his  last  accoun^^  90  7^-90  dollars : 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treasurj  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considen- 
tion;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Cheesboroo^,  pay-nis- 
ter  of  the  6th  regiment  of  North  Carolina  continental  troops,  for  the  pajof 
the  said  regiment,  the  said  pay-master  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  allowance  be  made  to  Brjan  Leffertj,  one  of  Ae 
hostages  from  Trjon  county,  for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  county,  as  is  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  made  to  the  M'DonaMs,  tad 
that  Z57  30-90  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Lefferty  accordingly,  in  full  for  his  laih 
sistence  to  the  1st  inst.  inclusive. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Mons.  du  Coudray,  for  the  ase  d&e 
following  genUemen,  who  came  over  with  him  to  America : 

Captatn  Rogers  and  cant  Fleury,  each  200  dollars ; 

Capt.  Le  Bnin,  cant  V areigne,  and  capt.  Tousard,  each  250  dollars ; 

Capt.  Loyaute  and  capt  Pierre,  each  200  dollars ; 

Lieut.  Le  Blanc,  250  dollars,  and  lieut.  Mathio,  150  dollan ; 

Lieut.  Rivau  and  lieut.  Fonfrede,  each  250  dollars ; 

Lieut.  Oanot,  150  dollars,  and  lieut.  Matigni,  250  dollars ; 

Lieut.  Coyete,  lieut.  Pansy,  lieut.  Begard,  each  150  dollars ; 

Lieut  Pommereul  and  lieut.  Boshard,  each  150  dollars ; 

Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  3600  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  account  of  Msv. 
du  Coudray,  Deing  advanced  on  his  application. 

Besolveiy  That  a  commissary  of  hides  be  appointed  in  the  room  of  Peter 
Philips,  esq.  who  declines  acting ;  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Geom  Ewing  was  elected. 

Reeohoed,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  to  take  into  consideratieB  tiie 
propriety  of  establishing  a  court  of  appeals. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  commissary's  (kpsrt- 
ment ;  and  tne  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Buchanan,  esq.  was  elected  commissary-general  ofpurc^iaan. 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  other  officers  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideia- 
tion  the  letter  from  B.  Franklin  and  S.  Deane,  esqrs.  to  lord  Stormont,  aad 
the  depositions  therein  referred  to,  and  report  thereon : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.Witherspoon,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  deposition  of  John  Barret,  1st  lieutenant  of  the  armed  brig  Raleigh  take 
commanded  by  Edward  Travis,  esq.  fitted  out  by  and  belonging  to  the  sttk 
of  Virginia,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foreeoing  committee. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report,  which  !■ 
taken  into  consideration  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  chevalier  de  Failly  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  maiflrm 
the  army  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  returned  from  camp,  brought  in  a  report,  which  ii 

Con0*e8S  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  theboud  of  war  of  Ae 
July  5  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Dorsey's  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  committee  on  the  northern  department,  to  whom  general  Wi 
ton's  letter  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coi 
ration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  tho  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  department  be 
rected  to  apply  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  respective  states  d  Nt 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  M 
P-ennsylvania,  for  such  a  number  of  their  respective  militia  as  he  shall  jr^"^ 
sufficient  to  reinfiwce  the  army  under  his  command : 


JOURNALS  OP  CONGBBdS.  1777.  417 

That  such  mtlttia  be  entitled  to  contineDtal  pay  and  rations,  and  be  con- 
tinued in  service  until  the  last  day  of  November  next,  unless  sooner  relieved 
by  continental  troops,  or  discharged ;  and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  executive  powers  of  the  said  states,  to  exert  their  most  vigorous  ef- 
forts in  complying  with  the  requisition  of  the  said  commanding  officer,  with- 
out delay,  that  a  speedy  and  effectual  stop  may  be  put  to  the  progress  of  the 
enemy  in  that  quarter. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Mgmt  6,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read. 
A  letter  from  the  continental  navy -board  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Mesolvtd,  That  John  Rodeg  be  appointed  a  second-lieutenant  in  the  navy 
of  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  major-general  Gates,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to 
bim  given  and  granted  by  Congress,  did,  on  the  1st  of  May  last,  grant  to 
I«oois  Jean  Baptist  Cham  baron  d'Antignac  the  commission  of  captain  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved,  That  a  continental  commission  be  granted  to  him,  the  said  Louis 
Jean  Baptist  Cham  baron  d'Antignac,  in  lieu  of  the  warrant  given  to  him  by 
nuyor-general  Gates. 
A  memorial  from  Mons.  du  Coudray,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  dismissed. 
A  letter  of  the  5th,  from  Henrich  Klean,  was  read  :    - 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved^  That  John  M'Coomb,  of  Princeton,  be  authorized  to  act  ad 
quarter-master  at  that  place,  for  such  detachments  of  the  army  as  may  be 
fiassing  that  way,  until  the  quarter- master  general  shall  give  ftirther  direc- 
tions on  this  subject;  and  that  he  take  care  that  no  damage  be  done  to  the 
college  at  that  place. 

Bnohed,  That  major-general  Gates  inform  those  states  to  whom  he  shall 
apply  for  militia,  that  Congress  think  it  imprudent  to  adhere  to  settled 
M^uotMB  which  ought  to  be  caUed  forth  from  each  particular  state. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  commissary -general 
of  purchases,  a  deputy  commissary-general  of  issues,  and  a  deputy  pay-mas- 
ter general  of  Georgia :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  James  Roe,  esq.  be  commissary -general  of  purchases ; 
John  Bohun  Garardeau,  deputy  commissary-general  of  issues ;  and  Joseph 
Clay,  deputy  pay -master  general  in  Georgia. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  R.  Howe  be  directed  to  order  brigadier  M'Intosh  to 
repair,  with  all  expedition,  to  head-quarters,  where  his  service  is  necessary. 
Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  4000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  officers  and  men  on 
board  every  fire-ship  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  to  the  officer  and  crew  of 
any  chain  of  fire- rafts,  which  shall  actually  set  on  fire  and  destroy  any 
ooe  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  of  20  guns  and  upwards;  and  3000  dollars 
for  every  ship  or  vessel  of  war  under  20  guns ;  and  1 500  dollars  for  every 
transport ;  tne  proof  of  the  execution  .done  to  be  certified  by  the  commo- 
dore, or  commanding  officer,  or  by  die  oath  of  such  person  or  persons,  as  may 
have  been  a  witness  to  the  fact. 

Resolved,  That  th^  rewards  aforesaid  shall  be  divided  in  the  following 

proportions ;  one-fourth  to  the  captain  or  commander,  one-seventh  to  the 

lieutenant,  and  the  remainder  to  the  crew,  to  be  equally  divided  among  them. 

A  petition  from  John  Green  and  Peter  Knight,  was  read,  praying  that 

they  may  have  leave  to  enter  an  appeal  against  ^  sentence  of  a  court  of  ad- 
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miralty  for  the  state  of  Georgia,  on  the  20th  daj  of  December  Ust,  od  the 
libel  John  White,  &c.  vs.  the  sloop  Poilj : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  mi  appeals. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  commissary's  d«yvt* 
ment ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Ephraim  Blaine, esq.  was  elected  deputy  commisaary-gjeneral  of purckiNS, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Buchanan : 

Archibald  Stewart,  esq.  deputy  commit sary-igeneral  of  issues,  in  hnoa 
of  Mr.  Hoops,  who  has  resigned  : 

James  Blicker,  esq.  deputy  commissary -general  of  issues  in  the  mm  of 
Mr.  Avery,  resigned : 

Resolved,  That  in  case  Mr.  Blicker  decline  the  office,  &•  comnaiiBI 
officer  in  the  northern  department  be  authorized  to  appoint  another  peiM 
in  his  stead,  and  inform  Congress  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  another  deputy  commissary -general  of  issues  be  ^ipoiitfi^ 
for  the  eastern  department :  the  ballots  being  taken,  Samuel  Gray,  esq*  vi» 
elected* 

Resolvedj  That  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  commissary-genenil  of  p 
chases,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Wadsworth,  be  postponed,  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  William  Palfrey,  esq.  ptT-ntt^ 
general,  500,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  army,  be  to  be  accountable: 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Richard  Bache,  esq.  post-master  geoffil, 
2000  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war,  for  300,000  dollars,  to 
be  transmitted  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  geoenl  u 
the  northern  department,  for  the  use  of  the  said  department,  he  to  be  <C' 
countable : 

l*hat  a  warrant  issue  from  tlie  president  on  the  commissioner  oS&t^' 
office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  favor  of  William  Si^ef>^ 
president  of  the  council  of  the  said  state,  for  30,000  dollars,  fur  bfittB|)^ 
nagasune,  laboratory,  and  barracks  in  that  state,  agreeable  to  the  or4er  ol 
Congress,  for  which  the  said  council  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Richard  Bradley,  esq.  pay-master  of  the  Sd  btttaiioB 
9f  continental  troops  raised  in  North-Carolina,  3500  dollars,  be  to  te  t^ 
countable:  '  ,     , 

That  there  be  paid  to  John  Taylor,  pay-master  of  the  &th  battalia  « 
continental  troops  raised  in  North-Carolina,  1000  dollars,  for  whicli  be  i^^ 
be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Dr.  W.  Shippen,  director-general  of  thehtffi^ 
50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  hospital,  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  the  chevalier  de  Failly,  100  dollars,  ftf^ 
months'  pay,  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  the  president  issue  a  warrant  on  the  commissioner  of  the  cootiiieB^ 
loan-office  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  in  favor  of  Daniel  TiUins^iUt»t% 
for  10,059  4-90  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  ImII  drawn  by  Abraham  l^^^^^ 
and  William  Turnbull,  agent  for  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-geaeral>  eoiv* 
bert  Morris,  esq.  chairman  of  the  secret  committee,  ami  tendered  for  ^f 
meat  to  Conffreas,  dated  Boston,  June  l6tU  1777 ;  the  cMUer-geDerai  ^ 
be  accountable : 

That  the  president  issue  a  warrant  on  the  commissioner  of  the  lo*""^ 
in  tlie  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier*gen^ 
for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  farther  report,  "That  they  have  conferred  with  tb«»* 
nagers  of  th^  state  lottery,  and  find  that  a  considerable  nvmber  of  tk^'^ 
remain  unsold,  in  the  hands  of  the  managers,  as  well  as  their  ageo^  in  r 
l^everal  states ;  that  from  the  present  state  of  the  lottery^  and  the  uncectv* 
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ty  of  the  eneraj's  iBieDtioKui»  the  conmittee  reoomnkciul  the  drawing  to  be 
postponed  till  the  6th  daj  of  November  next,  and  that  a  farther  quantity  df 
tickets  be  transmitted  to  the  several  states  $  and  that  itiie  recommended  to 
their  several  exeoative  powers  to  give  all  thejisaistance  thej  can  to  expedite 
the  sales  thereof  2 

Hadvedy  That  Congress  asree  with  the  committee,  and  that  the  board  of 
treisurr  take  measures  accordingly. 

JUsohed,  That  the  commtssarj-general  of  musters  be  hereafter  allowed 
iht  paj  aad  rations  of  a  colonel ;  that  the  pay  of  bis  deputy  commissaries  be 
increased  to  60  dollars  a  month,  and  diat  of  the  muster-masters  to  45  dol- 
lars per  month. 

Rtsohed,  That  the  several  muster-masters  be  directed  to  omit  making  re- 
ioms  to  the  pay-master  and  deputy  pay-nasters  general. 
On  motion,  it  was  resolved  as  follows : 

Whereas,  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  having  resigned  his  commission  of  eoift- 
missarj-^neral  of  purchases  under  the  new  regulations,  has  signified  hie 
intentions  of  discontinuing  his  service  under  the  former  establishment  on 
the  20th  day  of  the  present  month ;  and  whereas  the  commissaries-general 
of  purchases  and  issues,  who  are  to  succeed  him  in  office,  may  not  be  pre- 
pared with  their  respective  assistants  to  proceed  in  the  business  at  the  time 
aforesaid,  and  a  failure  of  supplies  may  be  attended  with  the  most  dangerous 
consequences  s 

Saoivid,  That  Mr.  Trumbull,  with  the  officers  under  him»  be  desired  to 
continue  in  the  business  of  supplyinff  the  army  umler  the  former  establish- 
ment, until  the  commissaries-general  of  purchases  and  issues  shall  signify 
their  readiness  ta  proceed  therein  under  tne  new  regulations,  which  they  are 
reauired  to  do  as  speedily  as  possible : 

It  vas  then  moved,  *'  that  general  Washington  be  authorized,  during  the 
present  campaign,  to  remove  such  officers  and  make  such'  appointments  in 
the  commissary's  department,  as  he  shall  judge  necesstiry,  reporting  their 
nvnes  to  Congress ;  and  if,  in  carryii^  into  execution  the  resolutions  afere- 
^isaj  alteratioas  shall  appear  to  him  essential  to  the  service,  he  is  further 
aathorized  to  propose  the  same  to  Congress ;"  and  on  the  question  put^ 
passed  in  the  negative. 
^  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjonrned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Au^pkA  7, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Washinston,  was  read,  enelosing  a  copy  of  k 
\  letter  ef  the  1st, from  gen.  Schuyler,  m  Saratoga,  and  sundry  other  papers : 

Qrdersd^  That  copies  thereof  be  sent  to  major-gjSHeral  Gates. 

Sesolved,  That  raigor-general  Preseot  be  retained  as  a  pledge  for  the  good 
reatinent  and  selease  of  ma|or-general  Lee,  and  that  he  be  treated  as  nearly 
s  circumstances  will  admit,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  enemy  shall  treat 
be  officer  last  mentioned. 

Mesolved,  That  general  Washtngton  be  authorized  to  negotiate  theex- 
^ngt  of  prtsoners  with  the  enemy,  in  such  manner,  and  on  such  terms^  aa 
.'  shall  judge  expedient,  notwithstanding  tlie  resolution  of  CoOj^ess  res^ 
acting  Ueutcsiaat-coionel  Camf^U,  and  the  ftve  Hessian  field  officers. 
Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  commissaries-general  of  issues,  be 
creased  to  100  dollars  a  month,  and  the  pay  of  the  clerks  to  the  commisaa- 
es -general,  to  50  dollars  a  monlb. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Angust  8,  1777. 
A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  governor  Johnson,  at  Annapolis,  enclosing  a 
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letter  from  Darby  Lux,  was  read;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to tke ill- 
lowing  resoLtttion :  • 

It  having  been  represented  to  Congress,  that  Darbj  Lux,  AnooBiticf, 
Nicholas  liaite,  ThoroaH  James,  and  Nathaniel  Owings,  of  Baltimore  contj, 
in  the  state  of  Maryland,  gentlemen,  have  in  company  nndertaken  to  opa 
a  lead-mine,  and  to  erect  works  for  smelting  the  ere,  and  that  th^inyiitioti 
in  the  neighborhood  have  refused  to  permit  them  to  proceed  in  the  prwci- 
tion  of  their  design,  without  credentials  from  Congress,  that  they  mMs 
to  the  United  States ;  and  it  appearing  to  Congress,  by  the  represeodtMof 
the  governor  and  delegates  of  Maryland,  that  the  said  gentlemen  iittttk- 
ful  friends  to  the  American  cause, 

Reaolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  in  Ae  ueigUiaM 
of  the  lead -mine  afoi'esaid,  to  permit  the  same  to  be  worked  by  the  ikm 
gentlemen,  and  to  give  them  every  encouragement  in  the  prosecstioD  of  i 
work  of  such  public  utility^  and  from  which  a  supply  of  lead  majbednn 
for  the  service  of  these  states. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Janes  le  Mare  wis 
referred,  report,  « that  they  enqnired  into  the  merits  of  his  dtin  on  tk 
United  States,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  said  James  le  Mare,  vdw 
sloop,  the  Mary,  were  in  the  continenal  service  at  the  time  she  was  takes  no 
burnt  by  the  enemy  in  Chingoteague  inlet,  and  that  be  ought  to  be  paid  ana* 
sonableValue  for  the  said  sloop,  with  such  reasonable  charges  and  expeoiei 
as  may  have  arisen  to  him  in  consequence  of  this  misfortune ;"  WheRipMt 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  empowered  to  nab  v^ 
said  James  le  Mare,  a  reasonable  and  just  compensation  for  his  looses  ii  v 
public  service,  and  to  despatch  him  on  the  business  in  which  he  waiea* 
ployed  by  the  secret  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  brigadier  ^general  Scott,  to  B.  Harrisoo,  eiq.  w' 
laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered t  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  William  West,  major,  James  M*Hcnry  and  Hug^^jTi 
surgeons  of  the  4th  and  6th  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  forces,  conn***" 
by  colonels  Magaw  and  Cadwallader,  prisoners  on  parole,  praji^^^^lj* 
formed,  whether,  as  continental  officers  holding  commissions  only  ^^^^ 
by  this  or  a  future  Congress,  they  are  not  entitled  to  pay  while  on  |»*» 
as  well  as  when  in  the  bands  of  general  Howe : 

Ordered^  To  lie  for  consideration  till  Monday  next.  , 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  March,  from  Recules  de  Basvneireen  Raimbeaint* 
Bourdeaux,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  July,  from  brigadier-gcneral  Hand,  at  Yoxi-W 
Thomas  Wharton,  esq.  president  of  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  withn** 
dry  papers  enclosed,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Dr.  J.  Morgan  vasr^ 
ferred,  brought  in  a  report. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  new  commission  be  made  out,  and  sent  to  i^ 
jor-general  Benedict  Arnold,  giving  him  the  rank  of  major-general  io  tP 
iMrmy,from  the  1 9th  February  last:  ,     . 

To  this  it  was  moved  to  add,  *'  On  account  of  his  extraordinary  merit  tP 
former  rank  in  the  army :" 

Question  put,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 

Question  was  then  put  on  the  first  motion,  and  passed  in  the  negatite. 

At  the  request  of  Rhode-Island,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  as  fbtlo**' 

YEAS. 
Mr.  Folsom,  |Mr.  Dyer.  IMr.  RobddeMi*  IMr.  Walton. 


Merchant,  }        Duane, 


IMr.  Roberdeauy         11 


Ifr.  S.  Adams, 
J.  Adaam, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 


Mr.  R.  Morrifl^ 

Mr.  Chase, 

WUaoiu 

W.  Smith, 

Clymer,  • 

Burke, 

Vandyke; 

HametU 
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NAYS. 

Mr.  P.  liTUigston, 
Duer, 

Seigeant, 
Ehner, 

A  memorial  from  J.  Jaj  and  Gouverneur  Morris  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  mcmbecs  chosen,  Mr  Chase,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Servant. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  immediately  sit  on  the  business,  and  that 
they^  confer  with  general  Washington  and  the  memorialists. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due. 

To  maior  Samuel  Nichols,  for  himself  and  a  detachment  of  three  compa- 
nies of  marines  which  he  commanded  on  artillery  duty,  for  which  they  were 
to  receive  additional  pay,  viz.  captain  Porter's  company,  from  the  1st  Feb- 
roary  to  1st  July ;  captain  Mullen's  company,  from  1st  February  to  1st 
March;  and  captain  Deane's  company,  from  1st  February  to  1st  April,  895 
15-90tlis  dollars : 

To  William  Hurrie,  door-keeper  to  Congress,  for  a  balance  of  his  account^ 
26  60-90thB  dollars : 

To  Allan  M' Donald,  his  son  and  senrant,  for  their  allowance  as  prison- 
ers, from  18th  September,  irr6,  to  5th  August,  1777,  being  46  weeks,  230 
dollars : 

To  Daniel  Smith,  of  the  cit^  tavern,  for  his  bill  of  expenses  of  Congress, 
on  the  4th  of  July  last,  including  a  balance  of  an  old  account,  72968-90th8 
fioll&ra ;  also  a  bill  for  materials,  workmanship,  &c.  furnished  for  the  fire- 
works on  the  4th  July,  102  69-90ths  dollars ;  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
852  4r-90ths  dollars : 

To  the  Rev.  John  Hart,  chaplain  to  the  6th  Vir^nia  regiment,  for  his  ex- 
tra services  in  officiating  to  the  4th  and  5th  Virginia  regiments,  from  3d 
November,  1776,  to  28th  April  last,  beine  5  months  and  26  days»  at  41 
60-90ths  dollars,  per  month,  24S  52-90ths  dollars : 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  to  the  treasurer,  to  transmit  from  Mary- 
land to  the  auditor-general,  one  million  of  dollars,  for  which  the  said  auditor 
is  to  account. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  August  9,  1777. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  medical  committee  on 
the  memorial  of  Dr.  John  Morgan,  wherein  they  set  forth,  that  Dr.  Mor- 
gan was  appointed  director-general  and  chief  physician  of  the  hospital,  in 
the  room  of  Dr.  Church,  October  17, 1775 ;  that,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1777, 
he  was  dismissed  from  the  said  appointment ;  that  though  no  cause  is  as- 
signed for  his  discharge,  yet,  upon  enquiry,  they  find,  that  the  general  com- 
plaints of  persons  of  all  ranks  m  the  army,  and  not  any  particular  charges 
against  him»  together  with  the  critical  state  of  afiairs  at  that  time,  rendered 
it  necessary  for  the  public  good  and  the  safety  of  the  United  States,  that  he 
should  be  displaced,  and  were  the  reasons  of  his  dismission ;  that  the  doc- 
tor's memorial  appears  to  be  a  hastj  and  intemperate  production  ;  notwith- 
standing which,  as  he  conceives  himself  injured,  and  reauests  an  enquiry 
into  his  conduct,  they  are  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be  neard,  and  that  a 
committee  of  Congress  should  be  appointed  for  that  purpose: 

Bewlved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 
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The  medicat  cominittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Dr.  W. 
Rickinan,  report,  ^'  that  as  the  establiihmeiit  of  the  nllitarj  hospital  m% 
ginia,  by  a  resolution  of  Congresft  of  the  18th  of  May,  1776,  is  tntirel^dis- 
tinctfrom,  and  independent  of,  the  general  ettaMiahnient  of  hoftpitaiiutlie 
other  states,  they  are  of  opinion,  the  same  was  not  affected  by  thenewngo- 
lations  of  the  7th  April  last,  and  that  Dr.  Rtckman  still  continaes  diret^ 
of  tliat  hospital ;"  Whereupon, 

Btsolved^  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  conevrrenee  rfCoo- 
gress  be  sent  to  Dr.  Shippen,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  withdraw  few  Vir- 
ginia such  phjsicians,  surgeons,  or  assistants,  as  Ke  may  have  sent  tlnto. 

Resolvea,  That  the  •  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  order  Mr.  Hilkpi 
the  treasurer,  t(^ther  with  the  treasury  and  printing-press  antler  hb  cuct 
to  remore  to  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  they  judge  the  state  and  ntnUMot 
public  affairs  will  admit : 

That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  take  into  consideratioii,  tAdT^ 
port,  a  proper  compensation  to  Mr.  Hillegas,for  his  past  and  futare seniccs* 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  commissary-general  of  p 
chases,  in  the  room  of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  esq.  resigned  ;  and,  (hebill«<' 
being  taken, 

Peter  Colt,  esq.  was  elected. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Washington,  with  sundry  papcrt  ei- 
closed,  was  read. 

Besolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  confer  with  Mr,BowW» 
the  commissary  of  prisoners,  and  report,  as  so6n  as  possible,  on  themmKr 
in  which  the  prisoners  under  his  charge  ought  to  be  treated. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coaaifefl' 
tion  ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved^  That  such  troopers  of  the  North-Carolina  light-hoi^  ■*^ 
the  command  of  capt.  Martin  Phifer,  capt.  Cosmo  Medici,  and  captSun^ 
Ash,  as  shall  inlist  for  three  years,  or  daring  the  war,  be  ftimi^e^  ™ 
horses,  and  properly  accoutred,  and  that  those  men  who  will  notsoiot^^' 
turn  home  to  North-Carolina  under  proper  officers. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Mgust  11,  1777. 
Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  three  of  the  W- 
gates  from  Virginia  ^ttendin^,  produced  the  credentials  of  their  tff^ 
ment,  which  were  read,  as  fculows : 

^*  Virginia.    In  €kner^  Jhs^mUy^^M  Mag,  1777 • 

Misolvtdy  That  Benjamin  Harrison,  George  Mason,  Jooeph  JoneSifa^ 
Lightfoot  Lee,  and  John  Harvie,  esqrs.  be  appointed  delegates  to  repre^ 
this  state  in  Congress  for  one  year,  from  the  11th  August  neit,  they  hap 
been  chosen  for  that  purpose  by  joint  beUot  of  both  housee.    Jone  9^  1^' 

Sesolved,  That  Richard  Henry  Lee,  esq.  be  appointeii  a  delegate  t*^ 
present  this  state  in  reneral  Congress,  from  the  11th  of  Ausnst  oeit)  *^ 
the  10th  day  of  May  following,  he  havine  bees  chosen  for  wmt  f^'l'^? 
joint  ballot  of  both  houses,  in  the  room  oTGreorge  Mason,  esq.  who  w^ 
clined  the  said  appointment  ^^ 

A  copy,  JOHN  TAZBWBLU  C.  SL  D' 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  een.  Schuyler,  at  Stillwater ;  two,  o^*^^ 
from  gen.  Washington ;  one  from  the  viscount  de  Mouroy  ;  one  from  »«* 
de  Vngny,  and  one  from  Mons.  Valfort,  were  read. 

The  marine  committee  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  28th  Jul/?  ^ 
iaac  Smith,  Ebenezer  Storer  and  William  Phillips,  commis  si  oners  tppoa^ 
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ed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  continental  agents,  which  were  read,  and 
wherein  they  set  forth,  that  tliej  have  settled  William  Bartlett's  account, 
and  find  a  balance  due  to  him  from  the  states,  of  15,013  60-90  dollars,  and 
to  Jonathan  Glover,  esq.  55^091  47-90  dollars,  being  the  balance  of  his  ac- 
count; that  they  would  have  complied  with  the  orders  of  the  marine  com- 
mittee to  paj  these  balances,  but  cannot  find  any  person  who  wants  the  mo- 
ney in  Philadelphia,  and  as  Messrs.  Bartlett  and  Glover  are  in  ^reat  want  of 
the  money,  in  order  to  settle  with  the  captors,  they  have  advised  tliem  to 
send  a  person  express  for  this  purpose ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan -office, 
in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  favor  of  Uaac  Smith,  Ebenexer  Storer, 
and  William  Phillips,  for  70,105  1-6  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  the  balances 
due  to  Messrs.  Bartlett  and  Glover. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington*  with  the  memorial 
from  the  boanl  of  general  officers  respecting  rations,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  and  Mr.  W.Smith. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington  was  readi  relative  to  the  defence  of  the 
river  Delaware. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Arch.  Stewart  to  Charles  Stewart,  was  laid  be- 
fore Congress  and  read,  wherein  he  mentions  the  declining  state  of  his  healthy 
and  eipresses  his  concern  that  it  is  not  in  his  power,  on  account  tliereof,  to 
accept  of  the  office  of  deputy  commisi'iary-generat  of  issues,  and  hopes  he 
will  not  incur  blame  for  not  accepting  an  office,  the  duties  of  which  he  has 
not  the  least  prospect  of  being  able  to  perform ;  Whereupon, 

Hesolved^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  to-morrow  be  assign- 
ed for  appointing  a  deputy  commissary -general  of  issues. 

A  manorial  from  Mons.  du  Portail  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Heaelvedt  That  Mons.  du  Coudray  be  appointed  inspector-general  of  ord- 
isaiice  ami  military  manufactories,  with  the  rank  of  major- seneral. 

Rees^oed,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  define  the  powers  to 
be  granted  to,  and  exercised  by  Mons.  du  Coudray  :  ' 

Tlie  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Doane,  Mr.  Hey  ward,  and  Mr.  S. 
Adams. 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  M<Coy,  and  one  from  James  Wilson,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  the 
latter  to  the  board  of  wait 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  and  petition  of  P.  Minis  be  referred  to  the. 
board  of  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  respecting  the  defence 
of  the  river  Delaware,  be  referred  to  the  board  m  war,  and  that  they  be  dir 
rected  to  carr^  into  execution  the  general's  plan  with  all  possible  despatch. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JingHst  12,  1777. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  attended  and  took  his  seat. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  general  Mifflin,  and  one,  of  the  8th,  from  Mr.  J. 
Hudson,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury* 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  count  Pulaski  was  read. 

A  letter  froai  gen.  Washington  to  brigadier «gen.  Thompson,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  was  laid  before  Consress  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

ReBolved,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  treasury  : 
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The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Folsom,  Mr.  Harnett,  and  Hr.  < 

Dyer.  , 

'Resolved,  lliat  William  Molliston  be  appointed  a  third  lieutenant  in  tte  I 

navy  of  the  United  SUtea,  and  commiuioned  accordinglr.  ' 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  takes  iit* 
consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Isaac  Guion,  acting  as  paj-roaater  te  tie 
4th  and  Tth  battalions  of  continental  troops,  raised  in  flie  state  effforA- 
Carolina,  6000  dollars,  one-halT  thereof  for  the  use  of  each  of  the  ni^  bat- 
talions respectively,  the  said  pay-master  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  oe  drawn  by  the  president  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  na- 
missioner  of  the  loan-office,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  iSmmI 
Downe,  esq.  one  of  the  coinmissioners  of  accounts,  for  600  dolUn,  Iv 
which  he  \s  to  be  accountable  *. 

Resolvfd,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report,  together  with  the  resolatiiiBl 
passL'd  the  1st  instant,  respectinz  the  emission  aud  appropriation  of  Mt 
million  of  dollars,  be  re-committeS  to  the  board  of  treaaary. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Heyward  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  c«b- 
mittce  of  commerce. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  excused,  and  that  Mr.  Laurens  be  appointed  a  um- 
ber of  the  said  committee  in  his  stead. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  conmisaioners  of  claims,  the  a- 
ditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Ezra  Patterson,  a  seiieant  in  colonel  Hart*s  batt^ea 
of  flying-camp,  for  his  pay  from  I7th  October,  1776,  to  1st  January,  17TT, 
being  3  months  and  14  cfays,  at  8  dollars  a  month,  19  60-90  dollars : 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Murdic,  for  his  eitra  services  in  officiating  as  Wt^j^™ 
to  colonel  Jacob  Clootz's  battalion,  from  18th  October,  1776,  to  1st  Jaaauy' 
1777,  3  month  and  13  days,  at  20  dollars  a  month,  48  60-90  dollan.- 

To  the  R«v.  Mens.  Lotbinier,  for  one  month's  pay  and  rations  as  '•'-p'"". 
from  10th  July  to  lOth  instant,  48  dollars,  also,  for  the  difference  m  ^5 
which  took  place  tlth  April  last, in  the  pay  of  chaplains,  he  having  rectned 
only  at  the  rate  of  33  1  -3d  dollars  per  month,  whereas  the  pay  was  40  M- 
lars  per  month,  the  difference  6  2-3  dollars  per  mondi,  fw  taree  months,  a 
SOdollare: 

To  brigadier-general  Weedon,  a  balance  of  his  contingent  accaant, 
amDuntingtn£  387  17  6,  of  which  he  received  by  brigadier-general  Lewis^ 
warrant  at  Williamsburg,  £  250 ;  the  balance,  in  Vii^nia  currency,  is  £  S7  IT 
6,  equal  to  126  23-90  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

An  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  ^^ 

^Ivania  was-laid  before  Congress,  and  read  as  follows  ; 

"  In  Council,  Philadelphi 

Ordered,  That  information  be  given  toC 

esq.  late  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and 

justice,  register  of  wills,  and  of  the  gove 

been  made  prisoners,  agreeable  to  the  ret 

both  refuse  to  sign  a  parole  of  any  kind ; 

immediately  to  order  them  to  be  removed  ( 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

TIMOI 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  board  of 

veyance  of  those  gentlemen  under  guard  t 

and  that  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requei 

for  the  reception  of  those  gentlemen,  and  to 

and  entertained,  agreeable  to  their  rank  am 
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CoDgreas  took  into  consideratioD  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of 
thearmj,  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 
Baomdf  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  plostponed, 
Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  tu-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jugust  13,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  l£th,  from  general  Washington,  at  the  Gross  Roads ;  one 
of  this  day,  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette ;  and  one,  of  the  12th,  from  W. 
Buchanan,  with  a  list  of  provisions  stored  by  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  were  read ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  was  made,  "  that  the  execution  of  the  order  of  Congress  rela- 
tive to  the  removal  of  John  Penn  and  Benjamin  Chew,  esqrs.  be  suspended, 
till  such  time  as  the  board  of  war  shall  deem  essential  to  the  public  safety  to 
carry  it  into  execution  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  while  they  be  authorized,  on 
an  application  in  writing  from  those  gentlemen,  to  admit  them  to  such  pa- 
roles as  they  shall  deem  necessary  to  secure  the  public  safety ;"  and  the  pre- 
TiouB  question  being  moved  and  put,  whether  that  question  be  now  put? 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows :  Whereas  it  is  represented  to  Congress, 
that  tiie  honourable  John  Penn,  esq.  and  Benjamin  Cnew,  esq.  who  were  or- 
dered yesterday  to  be  conveyed  by  the  board  of  war  to  Fredericksburgh,  in 
Yinrinia,  are  now  willing  to  eive  their  parole : 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  such  parole  from  the  said  gentlemen 
as  they  may  think  proper,  and  thereupon,  that  the  order  of  yesterday  for  the 
removal  to  Virginia  be  suspended : 

The  previous  question  was  moved.  Whether  that  question  be  now  put  ? 
on  which  the  states  were  equally  divided,  12  being  present. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion,  and  the  states  were  divided. 

At  the  request  of  Maryland  and  New-Jersey,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  cal- 
led for  and  are  as  follows : 


» 

YEAS. 

.DQaae, 
Duer, 
Uonk, 
WUmni, 

Mr.  CTymer, 
Tandyke, 
Chase, 
liiddleton. 

Mr.  W.  Smith, 
Paca, 
Hatrison, 
Jone% 

Mr.  Burke, 
Penn, 

Harnett 

NOES. 

Fobom, 
"FrotX, 

J.  Adama, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Lovell. 
Marchant, 
Dyer, 

Mr.  Lav, 

Serg^eant, 

Elmer, 

Roberdeau, 

Mr.J.B.  Smithy 
p.  L.  Lee, 

Laurens, 
Heyward. 

Ilie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  chevalier  du  Portail,  150 
dollars  to  lieutenant-colonel  de  la  Radiere,  and  150  dollars  to  major  Gou- 
voin  ;  for  which  they  are  respectively  to  be  accountable : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  viscount  de  Mouroy,  for  himself  and  his 
suite,  for  which  he  is  to  b^  accountable : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  baron  de  Kalb,  for  himself  and  his  suite, 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  esq.  commissary- 
general  of  purchases,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  issue  for  150,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Anthony  Butler, 
agent  to  major-^neral  Mifflin,  quarter-master  general,  for  the  use  of  his  de- 
partment, and  [or  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  agreeable  to  his  application 
ro  Congress  by  letter,  dated  the  9th  instant : 
YoL.  H.  29 
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That  there  be  paid  to  Elbridge  Oerrj.  esq.  114  45-90  doUtrs,  for  then 
pense  of  a  committee  of  Congresd  to  the  army  in  iMs  month : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Jacob  Blount,  appointed  by  the  state  ©fN«t^ 
Carolina,  pay-master  to  the  continental  troops  raised  in  that8tatft,indtobe 
delivered  to  William  Blount,  his  a^ent,2000  dollars,  for  arrears  of  piTW 
to  the  said  battalions,  incurred  while  he  officiated,  and  before  the  afpoiat 
ment  of  regular  regimental  pay-masters ;  he  to  be  accountable: 

That  there  be  paid  to  Dr.  Elmer,  35  dollars,  for  his  expenses  a  nsrtu^ 
the  hosbitals,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  medical  committee: 

Begoivedj  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  ^tponed  tilltiHWWr. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report : 

Orderedf  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-monw. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  cousideration^thereof  be  postponed  till  to-nMWW- 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  beii:^  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  dugust  14,  1777. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  cUiiis>  ^ 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  tiiere  is  due  to  colonel  I^wis  Nicola,  for  the  pay  of  feor  conpff^ 
of  city  guards,  to  the  2d  inst  being  one  month,  2070  50-90  dollars. 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Jonathan  JoneSt  his  pay  as  aa|or,  in  the  tdBEti- 
sylvania  regiment,  from  the  25th  of  December,  1776,  to  the  £5th  of  Feknvr. 
1777,  being  two  months^  at  50  dollars  a  month,  100  dollars;  and  ^^K 
as  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  said  regiment,  from  the  25th  of  Febnitn»^ 
5th  of  April,  one  month  and  tiine  days>*  at  60  dollars,  78  dollars;  tie «w* 
amounting  to  178  dollars :  . 

To  Charles  Thomson,  for  sundries  paid  for  by  him  to  Andit»  JWw|^ 
late  door-keeper  to  Conmss;  to  Benjamin  Randolph,  for  boxestiWito^ 
papers  of  Congress ;  to  David  Evans,  for  two  tables  ;  and  for  fr«^  ^ 
porterage  of  a  box  of  papers  from  Baltimore,  56  30-90  dollars : 

Orderedj  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid.  . 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  commissarj-geiMW^ 
issues,  and  the  ballots  being  takien, 

Robert  White,  esq.  was  elected.  .  ^ 

A  letter  from  the  hon.  John  Penn,  esq.  requesting  Congress  toids^'* 
to  his  parole,  and  a  memorial  from  B,  Chew,  esq.  containing  thetti^ 
quest,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read :  Whereupon,  a  motion  was  ^ 
'<  that  it  be  ordered  that  the  board  of  war  take  such  parole  from  Ait 
gentlemen  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  that  the  order  Of  Tuesdaj  M"' 
their  removal  to  Virginia,  be  superseded  :**  ^        ^ 

An  amendment  was  then  moved,  after  "  the  board  of  war,"  to  inseri*'* 
the  concurrence  of  the  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania :" 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

At  the  request  of  Rhode -Island*  the  yeas  and  nays  were  caDed  fo 
are  as  follows : 


Mr.Folsoni) 
8.  Adams, 
Oeny, 

Mr.  Frost, 
J.  Adams, 
Duane, 
Duer, 
Morris, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Marchant, 
Dyer, 

M^.  Wilson, 
Clymer, 
Vand}'ke, 
Chase, 
Paca, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Law, 

Serg^eant, 
J.  B.  Smith, 

NAY3. 

Mr.  W.  Simth, 
Harrison, 
Jones, 
F.  L.  Lcc, 
Burke, 


Mr.RobeiAs* 
Lamtii. 


Mr.  Harnett, 
Penn, 

Mcyw«A 
Waiioo 
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shall  extend  to  the  said  one  million  to  be  emitted,  subject,  however,  to  such 
directions  and  instructions  as  the  board  of  treasury  may  judge  expedient: 

Resolved,  That  all  former  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  the  pre- 
mises be  repealed. 

A  memonal  from  Nicholas  Grarret,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Knight  and 
John  Green,  report,  ^  That,  having  heard  the  argument  of  counsel  upon  the 
said  petition,  they  are  of  opinion,  from  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
cas^  that  the  appeal  of  the  said  Knight  and  Green,  from  the  sentence  of  the 
court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Geoif  ia,  in  the  cause  major  John  White 
andlieut.  Hardy,  against  the  sloop  Polly,  &c.  should  be  received  and  heard, 
notwithstanding  the  said  appeal  was  not  entered  within  five  days,  or  lodged 
within  forty  days,  as  directed  by  the  resolve  of  Congress ;  Whereupon, 

Hesolvea,  That  the  appeal  be  received. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

SATURDAY,  Jugua  16,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  general  Washington,  at  the  Cross-Roads ;  one, 
of  the  10th,  from  genend  Schuyler,  at  Albany  ;  one,  of  the  7th,  from  colonel 
G.  Mofgan,  at  Fort-Pitt,  with  the  minutes  of  a  treaty  held  with  the  Indians ; 
also,  a  letter  from  brigadier-general  Hand  to  the  board  of  war,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  sent  to 
the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  they  be  requested 
to  have  the  general's  views  carried  into  execution  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  western  frontiers,  and  the  northern  department,  and  re- 
port thereon  with  all  convenient  despatch: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  J. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Chase. 

Retehedj  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration 
the  articles  of  confederation. 

Resoboedj  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  treasury,  on  the  ways 
and  means  of  raising  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Ordtred,  That  the  letters  lately  received  from  tlie  commissioners  at  Paris, 
be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Coneress  was  then  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some 
time,  die  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  matters  referred  to  them,  but 
not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  agun. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  ways  and  means  for  raising  sup- 
plies to  carry  on  the  war. 

Besolved,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  Daniel  Joy,  for  public  service, 
he  to  be  accountable : 

That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  R.  Peters,  esq.  secretary  of  the  board 
of  war,  for  contingent  expenses,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  western  frontiers  and  northern  department,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  informed,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
Congress,  500  riflemen,  under  the  command  of  an  active  and  spirited  officer, 
should  be  immediately  sent  into  the  northern  department,  to  assist  in  op- 
posing the  incursions  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 

The  committee  report,  that  tliey  have  not  had  time  to  consider  the  whole 
matter  referred  to  them,  and  therefore  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 
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Coneress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasii7(if 
the  IStn,  and  thereupon,  came  to  tlie  following  resolutions : 

Whereas,  the  state  of  Georgia  has  advanced  verj  considerable  iqmo( 
monej,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  continental  troops  employed  bj  (Ik 
directions  of  Congress,  in  the  defence  of  that  state,  ana  for  that,  and  idier 
continental  uses,  emitted  bills  of  credit  and  certificates,  which  thej  ire mj 
desirous  should  be  redeemed  and  cancelled ;  and  it  being  just  and  nnooiMe 
that  the  accounts  of  such  expenditures  should  be  forthwith  settled,  todtbe 
balance  which  shall  appear  to  be  due  from  the  United  States  paid,i!uitkit 
a  further  provision  stiould  be  made  for  suppljine  the  militarj<bt,  m 
Georgia,  with  money,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  troops  statiMcl'iB 
that  state  for  the  future : 

Resolved^  thereforej  That  commissioners  of  accounts  be  appointed  tiitite 
and  settle  all  accounts  and  claims  respecting  the  United  States,  whtckhin 
arisen  or  shall  arise  in  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georpai  in 
that  they  repair,  without  delay,  to  Georgia,  and  examine  and  adjost^ill  coo- 
tinental  accounts  with  that  state,  or  any  officers  or  individaafs  witbiafte 
same,  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  receive  and  pay  the  balances  oC  k* 
counto,  as  they  shall  be  respectively  owing  to,  or  from,  the  United  SUte, 
and  report  their  proceedings  to  the  treasury  board,  in  order  to  their  bwi 
laid  before  Congress  and  finally  confirmed. 

Resolved,  That  400,000  dollars  be  remitted  to  the  state  of  6«®T^JJ 
account  of  the  monies  so  advanced  by  that  state,  for  the  use  of  fte  WW 
States;  that  such  sum  be  paid  out  of  the  money  hereafter  directed Hk 
emitted,  unless  the  board  of  treasury  shall  be  of  opinion,  thatitnitw 
sooner  spared  from  the  treasury,  in  which  case  a  warrant  shall  issue  ooD|eir 
application  without  respect  to  the  said  emission :  ITiat  the  wamot  ww 
be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  at  Baltimore,  or  auditor-general,  as,  ^^l^^f^ 
of  the  board  of  treasury,  shall  be  roost  convenient,  and  in  favor  of tfcewsro 
of  war,  who  are  to  transmit  the  money  to  the  said  state,  for  the  ^?"JI!? 
of  calling  in,  exchanging  and  cancelling  all  such  bills  of  credit  aodo^ 
cates  as  have  been  emitted  by  that  state,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence «»( 
troops  of  the  United  States  and  other  continental  purposes  i  ^, 

That  another  warrant  shall  issue  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  fte  J«^ 
ing  resolution,  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war,  for  300,000  dollars,  to  bej*^ 
mitted  by  them  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general,  for  the  pay  andsidwR 
ence  of  the  continental  troops  in  Georgia :  . 

That  if,  on  the  settlement  of  accounts  between  the  United  StatesiJwJ| 
state  of  Georgia,  less  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  that  state  than  the  iw^ 
rected  to  be  transmitted,  the  surplus  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  state  ist*' 
hands  of  Joseph  Clay,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  Georgia,  wb^'^ 
ceipt  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher ;  but,  if  more  shall  appear  to  be  d«(^^ 
said  state,  the  balance  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  state  by  the  said  depitji 
master  general,  on  the  warrants  of  the  commissioners  who  shall  adjtft 
account. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  fund  for  the  above  and  other  purposes,  one  onni^^ 
dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  treasury -board,  ande* 
faith  of  the  United  States :  that  the  bills  shall,  excepting  thenuBib0«| 
^  the  sf^e  tenor  and  date  as  the  emission  now  executing,  b^  numbered 

^  the  last  number  of  each  respective  denomination  of  that  emissioo  r^ 

siveTy,  and  consist  of  the  foilowins  denominations,  to  wit :  15,384 
the  denomination  of  3  dollars,  the  Rke  number  of  4  dollars,  the  like 
of  5  dollars,  the  like  number  of  6  dollars,  and  the  like  nnmber  of  T 
respectively,  and  15,385  of  the  denomination  of  2  dollars,  and  theUit 
ber  of  8  dollars,  and  the  like  number  Df  30  dollars  respectively:     . 

That  alt  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hiile^,  esc).  and  of  ^'^^^J^ 
tors  of  the  preso,  signers  and  printers  of  the  saul  emission  now  esecvtuf 
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shall  extend  to  the  said  one  million  to  be  emitted,  subject,  however,  to  such 
directions  and  instructions  as  the  board  of  treasury  maj  judge  expedient: 

Besolved,  That  all  former  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  the  pre- 
mises be  repealed. 

A  memorial  from  Nicholas  Grarret,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasuiy. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Knight  and 
John  Green,  report,  ^  That,  having  heard  the  argument  of  counsel  upon  the 
said  petition,  they  are  of  opinion,  from  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case,  that  the  appeal  of  the  said  Knight  and  Green,  from  the  sentence  of  the 
court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Georgia,  in  the  cause  major  John  White 
and  Ueut.  Hardy,  against  the  sloop  Polly,  &c.  sbonid  be  received  and  heard, 
notwithstanding  the  said  appeal  was  not  entered  within  five  days,  or  lodged 
within  forty  days,  as  directed  by  the  resolve  of  Congress ;  Whereupon» 

JR^Bolvedf  That  the  appeal  be  received. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Mgust  16,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  general  Washington,  at  the  Cross-Roads ;  one, 
of  the  10th,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Albany  ;  one,  of  the  7th,  from  colonel 
G.  Morgan,  at  Fort-Pitt,  with  the  minutes  of  a  treaty  held  with  the  Indians ; 
also,  a  letter  from  brigadier-general  Hand  to  the  board  of  war,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  ^neral  Washington  be  sent  to 
the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  they  be  requested 
to  have  the  general's  views  carried  into  execution  with  all  possible  despatch. 
Betolvedf  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  western  frontiers,  and  the  northern  department,  and  re- 
port thereon  with  all  convenient  despatch : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  J. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Chase. 

itesoloed.  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  takbg  into  consideration 
the  articles  of  confederation. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  treasury,  on  the  ways 
and  means  of  raising  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Ord^redj  That  the  letters  lately  received  from  the  commissionere  at  Paris, 
be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Concress  was  then  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some 
time,  we  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
ccymmittee  have  had  under  consideration  the  mattera  referred  to  them,  but 
not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Xesolvedf  That  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  ways  and  means  for  raising  sup- 
plies to  carry  on  the  war. 

Xesolvtd,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  Daniel  Joy,  for  public  service, 
le  to  be  accountable : 

'Xtiat  300  doUara  be  advanced  to  R.  Peters,  esq.  secretary  of  the  board 
if  ^urmr,  for  contingent  expenses,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  western  frontiers  and  northern  department,  brought 
n  at  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

jBesolted,  That  general  Washington  be  informed,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
;ress,  500  riflemen,  under  the  command  of  an  active  and  spirited  officer, 
id  be  immediately  sent  into  the  northern  department,  to  assist  in  op- 
ing the  incursions  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 
'X^he  committee  report,  that  they  have  not  had  time  to  consider  the  whole 
.Cter  referred  to  them,  and  therefore  desire  leave  to  sit  again ; 
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Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Resolved,  That  the  pre»ident  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pemi* 
Bylvania,  be  requested  to  give  brigadier-general  Hand  such  assistance  froa 
the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Northumberland  and  Bedfbnl, 
as  ^neral  Hand  may  think  necessary. 

The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  4ugust  18,  \777. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Schuyler,  with  a  copy  of  a  l^^iivi 
ffeneral  Lincoln ;  one,  of  the  I6th,  and  two,  of  the  ITih,  from  general ^'idi« 
ington  ;  one,  of  the  6th,  from  S.  Hopkins^  with  a  copy  of  the  joomidrfpt^ 
ceedings  of  a  committee  from  the  four  New-England  states  and  New-Tori; 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  foregoing  letters  as  relate  to  the  nortbera 
department,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  western  froo* 
tiers  and  northern  department;  that  the  remainder  of  the  eeneraFs  letten 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ;  that  the  letter  from  the  hon.  S.  Hopkins,  0^ 
with  the  journal  accompanying  it,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

A  memorial  from  J.  Wynkoop  was  read  1 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury* 

A  letter,  from  governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  to  the  delegates  of  that  l(itc# 
witli  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  laid  bcJore  Congress,  and  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  being  moved  to  pass  sundry  resolutions, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  traamy; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  capt.  George  Price,  of  col.  Iforpa^ 
11th  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  use  of  his  company  lately  raised,  and  Mm  on 
their  march  to  camp,  2000  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  trie  sum  of  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commis&iHKrt 
of  accounts,  at  the  treasury-office,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  arrearages  te 
to  prisoners,  for  which  the  said  commissioners  are  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  Samuel  Kearslej,  of  an  io- 
dependent  company  of  continental  troops,  1000  dollars,  to  purchase  blanketi 
for  the  said  company  and  captain  Irwin's  independent  company,  hj  the  ^ 
cial  order  of  general  Washington,  and  the  approbation  of  the  clothier-genft- 
ral ;  the  said  captain  Kearsley,  to  be  subject  to  the  directions  of  the  cloSiier^ 
general,  and  to  account  to  him  for  the  expenditure  of  the  money,  whickil 
to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  clothier-general : 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  le  chevalier  de  Lesaer  aai^ 
colonel  le  chevalier  de  Yalcourt,  respectively,  450  dollars ;  and  to  r^^ 
de  Vrigney,  240  dollars,  for  which  they  are  severally  to  be  accountaMe* 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  tha  lA- 
ditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  to  captain  George  May,  of  colonel  Haller^s  battaliaaif 
Berks  county  flying-camp,  for  sundry  meals  supplied  his  company  previan 
to  their  joining  the  flyins  camp;  also,  for  sundry  flints  delivenBa  eobflri 
Haller,  and  for  three  gun-Tocks,  lost  at  Fort- Washington,  75  8-90  dollw 

To'Abraham  Holmes,  for  sundry  meals  supplied  the  militia  on  tiiiur  ipw 
through  Lancaster  to  camp,  1 1  12-90  dollars : 

To  Thomas  M'Coy,  late  ensign  in  the  7tb  Pennsylvania  r^men^  t 
balance  of  his  account,  for  pay  and  rations,  from  the  1st  October,  1776,  la  As 
10th  of  August,  1777,  the  said  M'Coy  having  been  made  prisoner  in  ^ 
da,  and  lately  exchanged  at  Halifax,  185  23-90  dollars : 
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To  Iteut  Willam  Allen,  of  captain  Green's  company  of  the  Lancaster 
countj  flying-camp,  for  subsistence,  paid  by  him,  for  men  of  his  company,  for 
flints,  powder-horns  and  shot-pooches,  lost  on  Long-Island^  and  for  the  pay 
due  to  one  lieutenant  and  three  privates,  which  he  advanced,  83  dollars: 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  14th  be  re-committed. 

CoD|i;resa  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  raising  supplies  for 
carryifig  on  the  war,  and  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  tne  chair» 
and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  considered  farther  the 
report  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to 
8it  again. 

B^ved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  report  of  the  treasury,  on  the  ways  and  meant 
of  raising  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war. 

Ordered^  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  to  be 
paid  to  the  delegates  of  tJiat  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition,  from  William  Pyot,  and  one  from  Lawrence  Greenholm,  were 
presented  to  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  several  matters  to  thi»  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

TUESDAY,  August  81,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  Idth,  from  general  Washington,  was  read. 
Resolved,  That  the  Hessian  field -oflicers  and  colonel  Campbell,  be  admit- 
ted  to  their  parole,  on  the  terms  prescribed  for  officers  who  are  prisoners. 

The  committee  appointed  to  digest  and  report  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
enquiry  into  the  reasons  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Fort-Inde- 
pendence, and  into  the  conduct  of  the  general  officers  in  the  northern-depart- 
ment, at  the  time  of  the  evacuation,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  for  consideration. 
.  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther 
the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  on  the  ways  and  means  of  raising  sup- 
plies for  carrying  on  the  war,  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  considered 
iarther  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion*  de- 
sire leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  on  the 
ways  and  means  of  raising  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war. 

llie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  tliere  be  advanced  to  captain  William  Peery,  of  an  inde- 
pendent company,  stationed  at  Lewistown,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  500  dol- 
lars, for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  said  company,  for  which  he  is  to  bo 
Kccountable. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  theau^ 
9  itor-generai  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  captain  William  Peery,  of  an  independent  company, 
i  ppotnted  by  Congress  to  guard  Lewistown,  and  the  pilots  and  others  in  that 
\  liat-ter,  on  a  pay-roll  doe  to  a  company  of  militia  which  he  commanded, 
i  Iso  on  a  pay  and  subsistence  roll  due  to  his  independent  company  to  the 
I  St  inst.  also  on  a  doctor's  and  blacksmith's  bills,  amounting,  in  the  whole, 
to  3542  63-90  dollars,  of  which  he  received  of  president  M^Kinley,  of  the 
»tate  of  Delaware,  1500  dollars ;  a  balance  of  2042  63-90  dollars : 
To  James  Hopkins,  his  account  of  eight  men's  services  for  30  days  each. 
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by  order  of  general  Wtshington*  on  a  secret  expedition  down  the  ri?er  Del- 
aware 491  75-90  dollars : 

To  Robert  Lunn,  late  a  seijeant  in  captain  Vernon's  company  of  colooel 
Wayne's  battalion,  10  months  and  26  days  half-pay,  being  from  the  time  he 
was  regularly  discharged  to  the  time  of  his  inlisting  in  colonel  Nicola's 
corps  of  invalids,  amounting,  in  the  whole*  to  43  42-90  dollars,  of  wbicfihe 
received,  from  Mease  &  Caldwell,  4  dollat^ ;  the  remainder  S942-90(iollirs. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considcntioi  ; 
Whereupon, 

Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  letter  from  governor  Heir], 
Vimnia,  to  the  delegates  of  that  state,  in  Congress : 

Fesolvedj  That  any  officer  now  in  colonel  flarrison's  regiment  of  irtt- 
lery,  shall  have  liberty  to  leave  the  said  regiment  on  being  appointed toiftj 
office  or  command  in  uie  corps  of  artillery  raisinK,  or  to  be  raised  in  Virgin, 
by  the  said  state,  and  that  the  said  col.  Harrison's  reginient  be  under  the  di- 
rection of  his  excelleny  gov.  Henry,  during  the  time  of  its  stay  in  that  stafc 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  all  occasions,  dicounteninceMd 
punish  any  indecent  behaviour  of  any  officer  or  officers  in  the  contioeDtil 
service,  towards  the  civil  authority  of  the  several  states.  , 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  ^n.  Lincoln's  Ustter  be  forthwith  tranWjittedtB 
the  council  of  New- Hampshire,  and  that  they  be  informed  that  the  imfrw- 
tions  which  general  Start  says  he  has  received  from  them,  arc  destrectjie 
of  military  subordination,  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  common  cause  itw 
crisis ;  and  therefore  that  they  be  desired  to  instruct  general  Stark  to  iha- 
form  himself  to  the  same  rules  which  other  general  officers  of  the  nm^ 
are  subject  to,  whenever  they  are  called  out  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordered^  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  lie  for  farther  considerw* 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY.  August  20,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  Benjamin  Harrison,  esq.  deputy  pay-mister  S^ 
neral  in  the  southern  department,  was  read.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  pay-master  general  be  increased  to  i50<)«' 
lars  a  mondi : 

That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  pay-master  general  be  increased  to  75  douis 
«  month. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  certain  motions  were  referred,  bioap^^ 
a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  for  consideration. 

A  letter,  from  the  president  and  council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  del^ 
of  that  state  in  Congress,  was  laid  before  Conjgress  and  read :  ^^ 

Ordered^  That  fte  consideration  thereorbe  postponed  till  to-mofljlj 
and  that  the  deputy  muster-master  general  imm^iiately  muster  the  vm^ 
of  Pennsylvania,  that  are  now  in  the  field,  beginning  with  those  at  ^^^ 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  *^]JJ* 
of  conducting  the  enquiry  into  the  reasons  of  the  evacuation  of  TicondeFV 
and  Fort-Independence,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  general  officers  ^ 
were  in  the  northern  department  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation ;  and,  inn 
debate  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  re-committed.  ^ 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  western  frontiers  and  the  northe^* 
partment^  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  taken  into  conrideratw" 
Whereupon, 
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Bemdved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  call  on  the  governor 
of  New  Jersey  for  1000  men,  to  relieve  a  like  number  of  the  militia  of  the 
state  of  New- York,  at  present  employed  in  garrisoning  the  forts  on  Hud- 
son's HTer,  in  order  that  the  said  militia  may  be  employed  in  repelling  the 
invasion  of  the  enemy  on  the  frontiers  of  that  state : 

That  an  eitract  of  col.  George  Morgan's  letter,  which  relates  to  a  farther 
sopply  of  money,  be  referred  to  the  bwird  of  treasury. 

'fhe  several  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jiugust^l,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  dOtli,  from  gen.  Washington,  enclosing  an  extract  of  a  let- 
ter, of  the  I5th,  from  general  Schuyler,  was  read ;  also  a  letter,  of  the  15th, 
from  gen.  Schuyler,  with  an  address  to  him  from  six  general  officers,  request- 
iDff  him  that,  on  his  being  relieved,  previous  to  his  leaving  the  country,  he 
will  ose  his  influence  with  the  militia,  that,  without  loss  of  time,  they  join 
the  army,  a  measure  necessary  for  their  own,  as  well  as  for  tiie  safety  of  the 
public,  relying  on  it,  should  be  be  detained  on  this  important  business,  his 
doing  it  will  be  approved  by  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  extract  of  the  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler  to  gen.  Wash- 
ington, be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence ;  and  tliat  theletter  from 
gen.  Schuyler  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

Congress  being  informed  that  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  tar  collected  at 
Wilmington,  in  North- Carolina,  and  that  the  enemj's  fleet  is  now  upon  the 
southern  coast: 

Resolved^  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  executive  power  of 
North-Carolina,  to  cause  all  the  military  and  naval  stores  in  the  said  state, 
to  be  removed  to  places  of  security,  with  all  possible  expedition,  it  bein^  of 
great  consequence  to  the  United  States,  that  the  same  should  not  fall  into 
the  enemy's  hands ;  that  the  said  stores  be  destroyed  rather  than  possessed 
by  the  enemy. 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  the  state  of 
South-Carolina  and  Georgia : 

Tne  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Har- 
nett, and  Mr.  Chase : 

Ordered,  That  tiie  committee  sit  this  afternoon,  an4  report  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Congress  took  Into  consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  2Sd 
July ;  whereupon, 

befolved^  That  Allan  M'Donald,  of  Kin^orough,  North-Carolina,  a  cap- 
tain in  the  British  regular  service,  be  permitted  to  go  into  New- York  to  ne- 
gotiate an  exchange  for  himself  and  his  son,  a  lieutenant  in  the  same  ser- 
%ice ;  he  to  give  his  parole  not  to  convey  to  the  enemy  or  brii^  back  any  in- 
teUigen(*e  whatever  of  a  political  nature,  and  to  return  in  a  certain  time  to 
be  fixed  by  his  parole  or  when  called  for,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  marine  committee : 

Resolved,  That  if,  upon  due  consideration,  jointly  had  by  the  navv-board 
for  the  eastern  department,  and  the  governor  and  council  of  war  for  the  state 
of  Rhode-Island,  and  for  which  purpose  the  said  navy-board  are  directed  to 
attend  upon  the  said  governor  and  council  of  war,  the  preparing  fire-ships  be 
judged  practicable,  expedient,  and  advisable,  the  said  navy-^rd  immiedi- 
atelj  purchase,  upon  as  reasonable  terms  as  possible,  six  ships,  or  square- 
rigged  vessels,  at  Providence,  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  the  best  calculated  for  fire-ships  ;  that  thejr  employ  proper  per- 
sons to  fit  and  prepare  tlie  said  fire-ships  with  all  possible  expedition ;  that 
the  said  navy-boara  pravide  proper  materials  for  tlie  same,  and  employ  a 
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proper  captain  or  commander,  one  lieutenant,  and  a  »uitabLe  number  of  ma 
for  each  of  the  said  ships  or  vessels,  of  approved  coura^  and  prudence ;  and 
that  notice  be  given  to  all  the  commanders  of  the  continental  ships  and  res- 
sels  in  the  port  of  Providence,  to  be  in  readiness  to  sail  at  a  moment's  win- 
ing: That,  as  soon  as  the  said  fire-ships  are  well  prepared,  the  first  ftfon- 
ble  wind  be  embraced  to  attack  the  British  ships  and  navj  in  the  riren  and 
bays  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providente  Plantations :  that  tie  offi- 
cers of  the  continental  navy  there  favor,  as  much  as  possible,  thiiMgo, 
and  use  their  utmost  eflforts  to  get  out  to  sea,  and  proceed  upon  suchcniite, 
or  to  such  ports  as  the  said  navj-board,  or  the  marine  committee,  Mip- 
point  or  order. 

Resolved^  That  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  ProvUcKS 
Plantations  and  the  council  of  war  of  that  state,  be  acquainted  with  the  fote- 
going  resolve ;  and  that  thejr  be  requested  to  afford  every  assistance  in  tbeir 
power  in  effecting  the  above  purposes. 

Resolvedy  That  general  Spencer  be  informed  of  the  fore^ing  resolns, 
and  that  he  be  instructed  to  favor,  as  far  as  possible,  the  said  designs,  bj 
such  attacks  or  feints  as  he  may  judge  proper  with  the  troops  and  hMtsva* 
der  his  command. 

Resolved,  That  secrecy,  as  much  as  possible,  be  recommended  in  carrjii( 
into  execution  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  4000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  officers  and  men  on  boini 
every  fire-ship  or  vessel  which  shall  actually  set  on  fire  and  destroy  anjwe 
of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war,  in  any  of  the  bays,  rivers  or  harborSii*^ 
state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  of  20  guns  or  npvu^; 
and  $000  dollars  for  every  ship  or  vessel  of  war  under  20 guns;  and  1300 
dollars  for  every  transport ;  the  proof  of  the  execution  done  to  beccrtifiw 
by  the  commander  or  commanding  officer,  or  by  ^e  oath  of  such  perM*"  ^ 
persons  as  may  be  witness  to  the  fact. 

Resolved,  That  the  rewards  aforesaid,  shall  be  divided  in  the  6Af^ 
proportion :  one-fourth  to  the  captain  or  commander  of  such  fire  ibip  ^ 
vessel,  one-seventh  to  the  lieutenant,  and  the  remainder  to  the  creW|tob^ 
equally  divided  amongst  them. 

Oraered^  That  the  marine  committee  collect  the  best  intellij;cnce  ^^' 
structions  they  can,  respecting  the  best  method  of  constructing  fire^^ 
and  send  the  same  to  the  navy-board  of  the  eastern  department. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  direct  Messrs.  Hughes,  of  MarjlMA* 
deliver  to  the  order  of  the  governor  of  that  state,  4  twelve  pounders,  tos^ 
paid  for,  or  returned  by  that  state. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications,  brought  in  a  report,  wttck*** 
taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  immediatdjf^ 
to  the  chevalier  de  Failly,  and  that  he  be  paid  in  that  rank  from  the  \^^ 
December  last,  and  ordered  to  repair  forthwith  to  the  northern  army: 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  Epiniers  receive  a  commission  of  captain. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  lie  for  farther  consideration 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  memorial  of  colonel  Hazen,  v* 
repKirt  thereon  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  die  commissioners  for  aodit^ 
claims  i  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Washington,  was  read :  Wheitap^ 
Congress  adjourned  tot  two  hours. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  general  Washingtoi***' 
the  proceedings  of  a  council  of  war  enclosed  tlierein : '  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  'fliat  Congress  approve  the  plan  of  marching  tlie  army  tofstd 
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Hudson's  river,  and  then  that  general  Washington  act  as  circumstances 
maj  require. 

A  Letter,  of  the  18th,  from  general  Schujler,  was  read : 

Orieredj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelli^nce. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postpone^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  ^u^is^  22,  1777. 

Two  letters,  of  the  21st,  from  General  Washington,  one  of  them  enclosing 
a  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Newcomb,  were  read  : 
(hrdertd^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Orderedy  That  the  board  of  war  send  to  Virginia,  with  all  possible  des* 
patch,  four  brass  field-pieces,  if  the  public  service  will  admit. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  inter 
consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedy  That  there  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Butler,  continental  armor- 
er, 1600  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Everhart  Michael,  esq.  pay-master  of  the  Ger- 
man battalion,  2000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  said  battalion,  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Jacob  Hincle,  for  136  meals  supplied  the  militia  of 
Camberland  county,  on  their  march  to  camp,  13  54-90  dollars : 

To  lieutenant  Nicholas  Garret,  late  of  col.  Magaw's  regiment,  a  balance 
of  his  account  for  his  pay  and  for  bounty  money  advanced  to  ten  men  he 
recruited,  as  also  their  subsistence  and  inlisting  money,  &c.  amounting  to 
d6  178  7  9,  of  which  he  received  from  major  Benezet,  j6135,  the  balance 
being  115  63-90  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  him,  and  charged  to  the  said  regiment : 
Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Advice  being  received  that  the  enemy's  fleet  are  in  Chesapeake-Bay 
between  Rock-Hall  and  the  mouth  of  Patapsco  river, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  rive  immediate  orders  for  removing  the 
prisoners  and  public  stores  from  Lancaster  and  Yorktown,  to  places  of 
greater  security : 

That  the  board  of  treasury  take  immediate  and  effectual  measures  for  the 
security  of  the  treasury  at  Baltimore : 

That  the  president  write  to  captain  Nicholson,  and  inform  him,  it  is  the 
desire  of  Congress,  in  case  his  vessel  cannot  be  saved  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  otherwise  than  bv  destro^ng  her,  that  in  that  case  he 
destroy  her,  saving  as  much  of  her  taclcle,  furniture  and  stores  as  he  can. 

Resolved.  That  general  Washington  be  informed,  bv  express,  of  the  intel- 
ligence Congress  hath  this  day  received,  of  the  British  fleet  being  advanced 
iijjkk  up  the  bay  of  Chesapeake,  and,  therefore,  that  it  is  probable  that  the 
^caemy  have  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  contemplation  ;  that  as  the  distance 
rtf>m  the  head  of  the  said  bay  to  this  city  is  so  small.  Congress  wish  the 
l^neral,  in  consequence  of  this  information,  to  proceed  in  such  manner,  as 
ih  all  appear  to  him  most  conducive  to  the  general  interest,  notwithstanding 
h«  resolution  of  yesterday,  concerning  his  progress  to  the  North-River. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Chase,  ami  Mr.  Roberdeau,  be  a  committee 
:o  prepare  a  resolution  for  calling  forth  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
Qe^boring  states. 
Congress  adjourned  to  five  o'clock. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Besolved,  That  Lodowig  Sprogle  be  empowered  and  directed  to  muster 
he  militia  of  Pennsylvania  instead  of  the  deputy-muster  master  general^ 
Mrhose  indisposition  prevents  bis  performing  that  service. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  resolution  for  calling  forA  theni- 
litia,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whercopw, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Marybd, 
immediately  to  call  out  not  less  than  2000  select  militia,  to  repel  tiie  eipttt- 
ed  invasion  of  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryltnd;  tint 
1250  of  the  militia  on  the  Western-shore  of  Maryland,  repair,  ai  won  m 
possible,  to  Baltimore  and  Hartford  towns ;  that  750  of  the  militkfflBde 
Eastern -shore,  repair  as  soon  as  possible  to  Georgetown,  on  SasMfna,  ttere 
to  wait  the  directions  of  general  Washington :  *  a  •   • 

That  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  reauested  to  keep  up  4000  of  Oi«rii- 
Utia  to  assist  in  repellinjr  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  enemy  bjtttnj 
of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays;  that  these  rendezvous  at  uaoite, 
Downing-town  and  Chester,  as  the  council  of  the  said  state  shall  (iirect,m 
that  they  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  general  Washington :  ,  .    r^ 

That  the  state  of  Delaware  be  requested  to  call  out  1000  of  their  miliM 
to  rendezvous  at  New-Port  and  Christiana-Bridge,  there  to  wait  the  ordert 
of  general  Washington :  ^  , .  .  r  iw    • 

That  the  state  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  draw  out  one-third  of  mm- 
litia  of  each  of  the  counties  of  Prince-William,  Fairfax,  London,  Berk* 
Frederick,  Dnnmore,  Fauquier  and  Culpepper,  and  march  thcnrto  Fredenct- 
town,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  tliere  to  wait  the  orders  of  gen.  WashiDgtM. 

That  the  militia  requested  from  the  states  aforesaid,  be  in  the  pay  «  "f 
continent  to  the  30ih  November  neit,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Conft», 
or  the  commander  in  chief:  „ .  ^ 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  above  states,  to  remove  all  m 
and  other  craft,  provisions,  grain,  naval  and  military  stores,  provender,  owe 
and  live  stock,  wagons,  carts  and  horses,  in  the  way  of  the  enemy  8»«^' 
to  places  of  safety,  and  to  destroy  what  cannot  be  removed.  - 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order  brigadier-gcneiil  wj«»^ 
wood  and  colonel  Gist,  to  repair  immediately  to  the  state  ofMarjltt^^ 
arrange,  march  and  command  the  militia  reauired  of  that  state. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


r^ 


SATURDAY,  Jugust  23,  177: 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  general  Washington,  was  read : 
Also,  u  letter  of  the  21st,  from  colonel  J.  E.  Howard,  at  Baltiroore;  w 
from  governor  Johnson ;  and  sundry  other  letters  from  divers  persow 
Baltimore,  respecting  the  enemy's  fleet  in  Chesapeake-Bay ;  were  read. 

A  letter,  from  lieutenant  Edward  Cowan,  of  captain  Weaver's  comp' 
was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  resign  his  commission : 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  resign.  ^  ^ 

JResolvedy  That  the  president  inform  general  Washington,  that  Coi?^ 
never  intended  by  any  commission  hitherto  granted  by  them,  or  by  ""ij^ 
blishment  of  any  department  whatever,  to  supersede  or  ^^'^"™51"^- 
power  of  general  Washington  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  cobb 
nental  land  forces  within  the  United  States. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  eeneral  Washington,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  o?  war.  .  j 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  on  the  niO"* 
conducting  the  enquiry  into  the  pauses  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticondw 
and  Fort-Independence,  and  into  tiie  conduct  of  the  general  officers  in 
northern  department,  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation,  brought  in  arep" 
which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon,  ,        ^ 

It  was  moved  instead  of  ••  three  members  of  Congress,'^  to  ^^"^^\^ 

<;  judge  advocate  with  the  assistance  of and "  should  coofl" 

ihe  enquiry:    Passed  in  the  negative* 
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It  was  then  moved,  that  three  commissioners,  not  members  of  €ongre8% 
should  conduct  the  enquiry : 
On  this  the  states  were  equally  divided. 
The  yeas  and  nays  are  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr,  Chase, 
Harrison, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
Jones, 

NAYS. 

Hr.Hoberdeau, 


Mr.  Geny, 
Uuane, 


Mr.  Diier, 

Witherspoon, 

Wilson, 

Clymer, 


Mr.  f Tamett, 
Penn, 
Middlcton, 
Walton. 


Mr.  Fobom, 
Froad, 
8.  Adin% 

Marcfaant, 


Mr.  Dyer, 
Wiliiami, 
Seman^ 
Clark, 


W.  Smith, 


Mr.  Heywarc^ 

Laurens^ 
Brownson. 


He  several  mattera  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 
Adjvanied  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jugust  25,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  gen.  Washington,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
of  the  llth,  from  gen.  Schuyler,  respecting  some  Caghnawaga  Indians ;  also^ 
a  letter  of  the  dOth,  from  sen.  Gates,  at  Van  Schaack's  island ;  one,  of  the 
24tb,  from  colonel  H.  UolTingsworth,  at  the  Head  of  Elk;  one,  of  the  13th. 
from  col.  G.  Morgan,  at  Fort-Pitt«  with  a  copy  of  sundry  conferences  held 
with  the  Indians ;  and  one,  of  the  I6th,  from  Dr.  Shippen,  were  read  i 

Ordered,  That  general  Washington's  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  Indian  affitirs ;  that  so  much  of  colonel  Morgan's  letter  as  relates  to  mo- 
ney, be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  the  remainder,  with  the 
Spert  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ;  that  tlie  letter  from  Dr. 
ippen,  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

Inconsequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Peter  and  Daniel  Mallet,  a  balance  of  their  accounts 
for  supplying  and  paying  the  nine  regiments  from  North-Carolina,  their  ra« 
tions  from  the  time  of  leaving  that  state  to  the  1st  of  August  instant,  amount- 
ing to  14,613  39-90ths  dollars,  of  which  they  received  from  Benjamin  Har- 
rison, esq.  deputy  pay -master  general  in  Virginia,  10,000  dollars,  and  credit 
for  rations  drawn  out  of  the  public  stores,  1020  50-90ths  dollars,  and  for 
over  charge  in  rations  supplied,  171  2-90ths  dollars ;  the  balance  is,  3421 
77-90tha  dollars : 

To  colonel  Ha^en,  800  dollars,  being  for  one  hundred  half  Johannes  he 
faid  to  lientenant-colonel  Edward  Antilof  his  regiment  in  February,  177S, 
to  be  emptbyed  in  raising  recruits  for  a  regiment  of  Canadians,  and  for  which 
Mm  colonel  Antil  is  to  be  accountable ;  this  sum  was  charged  in  colonel 
Hazen's  account,  reported  the  30th  of  last  month,  but  the  comnussioners  de- 
ducted it  from  the  balance,  until  colonel  Antil's  receipt  should  be  produced^ 
^ch  is  nM»w  done : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  the  delc^tes  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Virginia  19,168  dollars,  agreeable  to  an  application  from  governor  Hen- 


Hiat  there  be  paid  to  the  chevalier  de  Failly  380  dollars,  in  addition  to 
IQO  dollars  advanced  him  by  a  warrant  the  6th  instant,  it  being  in  full  of  his 
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pay  as  lieutenant-colonel,  for  eight  months^  from  the  Ist  of  December  lut, 
and  for  which  he  is  to  be  charged  : 

That  a  warrant  be  issued  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war  for  500,000  dollars, 
to  be  sent  to  the  paj-master  general  for  the  use  of  the  armj,  and  for  wkick 
the  said  pay-master  general  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  pay  be  allowed  to  the  officers  who  serred  ob 
board  the  fleet  on  Lake-Champlain,  as  is  allowed  to  officers  of  eqBi/rui 
belonging  to  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  William  BucJianan,  esq.  commtr- 
general  of  purchases  100,000  doUani,  f^^  ^^  use  of  his  department,  be  to  be 
accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  speedy  and  effectual  vmsm^ 
having  six  thousand  stand  of  arms  brought  from  the  magazine  at  Spnagk^ 
to  head-quarters. 
.    A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  St  Clfur,  was  read. 

A  petition,  from  Henry  Sherer;one,  from  Jonathan  Pearson; one, fi« 
Juliana  Zed  witz ;  one,  from  Conrad  Millet ;  one,  from  captain  Tenet;  lo^ 
one,  from  William  Bunting,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  dismissed. 

A  petition,  from  John  Rodgers ;  and  one,  from  Bersheba  Parsons,  wererd: 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  petitioners  have  lei?e  tofii' 
draw  them. 

A  petition,  from  John  Cox,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  count  Pulaski,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  appliciti6ii< 

A  memorial  from  Lewis  John  Baptist  Chamberon  de  Dantignic  i«p^' 
tion,  from  Margaret  Crohon ;  one,  from  Thomas  Hill ;  one  firomSbewKit 
Armitage ;  and  one,  from  Mary  Quick,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  lieutenant  Jean  Baptist  Moargues;  and  one,fii*^ 
Holtzendorf ;  also  a  petition  from  Elizabeth  Parsonsr;  and  one,  fitHBcaftm 
Buisben,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasunr*  . 

A  memorial  from  Leonard  Prime  and  others,  officers  of  the  fleet  «il^ 
Champlain,  was  read  :  I 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee.  | 

A  petition  from  Levi  HoUingsworth  and  Nicholas  Rusk,  was  reid: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  vA^' 
ryland. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Washington,  at  Chester,  eiicli*f  *  | 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  20th,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  with  i^  | 
of  the  northern  army ;  also  a  copy  of  one  of  the  19th,  from  geneni  liic*^ 
to  general  Schuyler,  with  a  copy  of  general  Burgoyne's  instroctioB< 
lieutenant-colonel  Baum,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  instructions  of  general  Burgoyne  to  lieuteniBt- 
Baum,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

Congress  resumed  the  report  on  the  mode  of  condocting  the  enqsi?' 
the  causes  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Fort-lndependeoce, 
into  the  conduct  of  the  general  officers  in  the  northern  department  it j 
time  of  the  evacuation,  and  the  question  being  put  to  agree  to  the  Mr 
ragraph. 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  the  state  of  New^Hampsltf^^ 
as  follows : 


J0UBNAL8  OF  CONGRESS,  1777. 


239 


Mr.  LoTeUy 
MarrJiant, 
Dyer, 

Clark, 

Mr.  Chase, 

W.Simth, 


TEAS. 

>Ir.  Sergeant, 
Blmer, 
Roberdeau, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
F.  L.  Lee, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Jones, 
Burke, 


Mr.  Laurens, 
Brownson. 


Mr.  Harnett, 
Perni. 


Mr.  Frost, 
FobcsD, 
9.  Adams, 
J.  Adams, 
Geny, 

Mr.  Duer, 
Wilson, 
Mortis, 

Tlie  seYeral  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjoamed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Jugust  26, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  general  Wa8hinfl;ton,  at  Wilminffton,  enclosing 
a  copj  of  a  letter  from  H.  Hollingsworth ;  a  Tetter,  of  the  24th,  fromxolonel 
Hollingswortii ;  one,  of  the  13th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Carrington,  at 
Yorktown,  Virginia ;  and  an  application  from  Mons.  da  Coudraj,  were  read. 
Ordered,  That  so  m^ch  of  Monsieur  du  Coudray's  application  as  relates 
to  money,  be  referred  to  the  boiurd  of  treasury,  and  the  remainder  to  the  board 
of  war : 

That  the  copy  of  the  letter'from  colonel  Hollingsworth  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  intelligence. 

The  delegates  of  Georgia  laid  before'  Cone;resB  a  letter  from  Ebenezer  S. 
Tlatt,  dated  Newgate,  in  London,  16th  of  May,  1777,  and  directed  to  Seth 
Cathbert,  merchant  in  Georgia,  representing  that  he  had  been  apprehended 
and  imprisoned  on  account  of  having  acted  under  the  authority  ofCongress, 
and  reauesting  to  be  supplied  with  a  sum  of  money,  and  that  he  may  be  de- 
mandeu  in  exchange ;  Whereupon,    , 

Resolved,  lliat  the  American  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France  be  di« 
rected  to  supply  the  said  Ebenezer  S.  Piatt  with  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  pounds  sterling ;  and  that  they  demand  his  person  in  exchange  for 
some  person  in  our  power : 

Sesolved,  That  tne  sum  so  to  be  advanced  be  charged  to  the  state  of 
Geoipa. 

A  memorial  from  col.  A.  Spotswood,  of  the  2d  Viigioia  regiment,  with 
sondry  papers  therein  referred  to,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read : 
Orderea,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  motion  was  made  to  order  the  1st  and  3d  battalions  of  New-Jersey 
troops,  to  be  stationed  in  New -Jersey,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress^ 
and  to  take  such  posts  as  will  be  most  effectual  for  securing  the  parts  of  New- 
Jersey,  lyin^  to  the  northward  of  Amboy,  from  the  frequent  excursions  of 
the  enemy  l?»m  Staten-Island ;  and  that  gen.  Washington  be  mformed  of  the 
said  battalions  being  detained  for  the  alj^ve  purpose : 
Question  pot,  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved^  That  if  any  member  chooses  to  have  the  ayes  and  noes  taken  up- 
on any  question,  he  shall  move  for  the  same  previous  to  the  president's 
taking  the  ^ense  of  the  house  on  such  question,  and  if  the  motion  be  second- 
ed, the  individual  members  of  each  state  shall  be  called  upon  to  answer  ay  or 
DO  to  the  question,  which  answer  shall  be  entered  on  tne  journal,  and  the 
question  be  determined  by  the  majority  of  states,  as  the  majority  of  votes  in 
eacli  shall  make  appear. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  excellency  the  president  and  the 
honorable  the  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  lend  the 
commander  in  chief  two  brass  twelve  pounders  belonging  to  the  said  state. 
Bfsolvedf  That  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  be  request- 
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ed  to  order  all  the  leaden  spouts  in  Philadelphia  to  be  takea  down  for  the 
use  of  the  Iaboraton% 

A  petition  from  Charles  Craig  and  Thomas  Dorsey,  waf  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  from  col.Hazen»  the 
report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  die  report  of  the  commissioners  of  claims 
on  the  account  of  col.  Hazen  ;  and,  after  aebate, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  reports  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  claims  be  instructed  to  distinguish 
between  the  sums  due  to  col.  M.  Hazes  for  hard  money  advanced  by  mm, 
and  those  due  to  him  for  commodities  furnished  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  ar- 
my in  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  the  former  sums  be  repaid  to  him  in  hard  money,  with  in- 
terest, at'Six  per  cent,  from  the  Ist  May,  irrS. 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland, 
/or  the  use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Whereas,  the  states  oi  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  are  threatened  with 
an  immediate  invasion  from  a  powerful  army,  who  have  already  landed  at 
thehead  of  Chesapeake-Bay ;  and  whereas,  the  principles  of  policy  and  self 
preservation  require  that  all  persons  who  may  reasonably  be  suspected  of 
aiding  or  abetting  the  cause  of  the  enemy,  may  be  prevented  from  pursuing 
measures  injurious  to  the  general  weal : 

Resolved,  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  states  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Delaware,  be  requested  to  cause  all  persons  within  their  respective  states 
notoriously  disaffected,  forthwith  to  be  apprehended,  disarmed,  and  secured* 
till  such  time  as  the  respective  states  think  they  may  be  released  without  in- 
jury to  the  common  cause. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  supreme  executive  council  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  cause  a  diligent  search  to  be  made  in  the  houses 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  who  have  not  manifested 
their  attachment  to  the  American  cause,  for  fire-arms,  swords,  and  bayonets ; 
that  the  owners  of  the  arms  so  found  be  paid  for  them  at  an  appraised  value, 
and  that  they  be  delivered  to  such  of  the  militia  of  the  state  of  reansylvania 
who  are  at  present  unarmed,  and  have  been  called  into  the  field. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  furnish  the  state  of  Maryland  with  as  ma- 
ny fire-arms  as  can  be  spared  for  arming  their  militia  now  called  into  service. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consi- 
deration ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-col.  baron  de  Holtzendorf 
dOO  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  col.  G.  Morgan  20,000  dollars,  for 
the  use  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-col.  the  chevalier  de  Failly  184  dol- 
lars, for  three  months'  pay  from  the  1st  of  this  month  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  major  de  Bois  150  dollars,  for  three  months* 
pay,  commencing  the  first  of  this  month. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  ofclaims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  James  Mitchel,  late  a  seijeant  in  colonel  Stewart's 
regiment,  three  months'  half-pay,  being  from  the  1st  day  of  May  last,  the 
time  he  settled  with  the  pay-master,  to  £e  1st  inst.  at  which  time  neinlisted 
in  colonel  Nicola's  corps,  he  being  an  invalid,  12 dollars: 

To  the  commissioners  of  claims  eight  dollars,  which  they  advanced  to  Sa- 
muel Hamel,  James  M^Callister,  &c.Tor  taking  up  a  certain  Robert  M'Cann, 
a  deserter  from  captain  Robert  Smith's  company  of  colonel  Feebucker's  re- 
giment, and  delivered  him  to  Robert  Jewell,  keeper  of  the  state  prison,  viz : 
5  dollars  for  taking  him  up,  and  3  dollars  for  expenses : 
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■  ir^ 

To  Nathaniel  Jones^  a  balance  for  the  hire  of  his  wagon  impressed  to  bring 
monej  from  Baltimore,  11  days  out  and  home,  42  dollars,  of  which  he  re- 
ceifed  fromM.  Hillegas,  esq.  20  dollars ;  the  balance  is  22  dollars : 

To  sundry  persons  ot  Northumberland-  county,  belonging  to  colonel  Pot- 
ter's battalion  of  militia,  for  rifles,  guns  and  blankets,  taken  and  appraised 
for  the  use  of  captain  William  Gray's  company  of  the  said  battalion,  some 
time  in  December  last,  which  articles  were  not  returned  to  the  owners,  but 
delivered  up  to  the  continental  store,  as  appears  by  certificates,  1208 12-90th8 
dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  brigadier  Potter,  or  his  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  August  27. 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  J.  M*Kinley,  president  of  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware ;  one,  of  the  ^th,  and  one,  of  the  lOtn,  from  brigadier-general  de  Roche 
Fermoy,  were  read : 

OrJeredt  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Frances  de  Bois  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  dismissed. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Bailor  to  colonel  Harrison,  was  laid  before  Congress 
and  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  the  petition  of  Lewis  John  Baptiste  Chamberon 
de  Dantignac  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  dismisseo. 

A  petition  from  Mons.  de  (xanot,  was  read. 

Congress  resumed  the  cousidenction  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  enquiry  into  the  causes  of  tlie  evacuation  of  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Mount^ndependence,  &c. 

Ib  considering  the  2d  paragraph,  it  was  moved  to  add  these  words,  ''and 
his  reasons  for  absence  irom  Ticonderoga  at  the  time  of  the  enemy's  ap- 
proach to  that  post :"    Question  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

In  debating  the  7th  paragrapn  sundry  amendments  were  moved  and 
agreed,  viz. 

After  **  number"  insert  "  equipment." 

After  **  militia"  insert  '*  and  the  term  of  service  for  which  they  were 
engaged :" 

On  motion  to  strike  out  **  where  the  general  officers  marched  in  the  re- 
treat" and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  *^  and  the  manner  in  which  the  retreat  was 
conducted." 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 


^^Ban^Mre,  Mr.  Frost, 

Fobom, 

^fas&t^ttt'Bajf,  Hr.  S.  Adams, 

J.AdaiDfl^ 
Gcny, 
Lovell, 

fh^de-Aiand,   Mr.  Marchant, 

roftnectieut,      Mr.  Dyer, 

Iaw, 
Williams, 

ilrw-Jeney,      Mr.  Clark, 

Sergeant, 
Elmer, 

*eim9j^ttma,  Mr.  Morris. 

Wilson, 
Clymer, 
B<M>erdean, 

Vol.  II, 


no 


no 


ay 


^.'Carolina, 


S.-CaroUna 


Georgia, 


Mr.Chase^ 

W.Smith, 
Mr.  Harrison,  - 

R*  n.  LcG, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Jones^ 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke,    . 

Hfu-nett, 
Mr.  Hejrward, 

'Laurens, 
Mr.  Brownson, 


31 


24^2 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

In  debating  the  8th  paragraph,  it  was  moved  and  agreed,  after  **  number,'' 
to  insert  ••  and  size :"  After  "  cannon,''  to  insert  *•  and  whetiicr  an j  were 
removed  before  the  evacuation." 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  last  paragraph,  viz. 

<^  That  if,  upon  such  enquirj,  a  well  grounded  suspicion  shall  arise,  that 
the  loss  of  those  important  posts  was  owing  to  neglect  or  miscondact  ofaof 
officer  or  officers  in  said  department.  Congress  maj  give  the  necessur  di- 
rection for  bringing  such  officer  or  officers  to  trial,  according  to  the  i^  and 
articles  of  war  :"  and,  instead  thereof,  insert, 

**  That,  upon  such  enquiry  and  collection  of  facts,  the  whole  betus-  . 
mitted  by  the  said  committee  to  general  Washington,  with  direction  forte 
to  proceed  thereupon,  either  by  court  of  enquirjr  or  court-martial,  assbilA 
be  most  proper  and  conformable  to  the  law-martial,  for  examining  intotbe 
conduct  of  the  general-officers  who  commanded  in  the  northern  department, 
at  the  time  Ticonderoga  was  evacuated  :" 

It  was  moved  to  amend  this,  by  striking  out  '^  either  bj  court  of  enqiiir 
or  court-martial,  as  shall  be  most  proper  and  conformable  to  tlie  law-nar* 
tial,"  and,  instead  thereof,  to  insert  these  words,  '*  agreeable  to  the  rules  ud 
articles  of  war :" 

Another  amendment  was  moved,  to  strike  out  what  follows  the  md 
'*  facts,"  and  insert  "  a  copy  of  the  whole  be  transmitted  b^  the  M 
committee  to  general  Washington,  and  that  thereupon  he  appoint  a  owt 
martial  for  the  trial  of  the  general  officers  who  were  in  the  northen  de- 
partment when  Ticonderc^a  and  Mount-Independence  were  evacBiteOi 
agreeable  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war:" 

Question  put  on  the  last  amendment,  resolved  in  the  affirmatire. 

Question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  as  amended ; 


^.-ffampthire,  Mr.  Frost, 

Folsom, 

•llbtf a'Mt-J9a9^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 

Bhoik-hlttfid,    Mr.  Marchant, 

CotmecHcutj      Mr.  Dyer, 

Law, 
Williams, 

J^'ew-Jerafy^       Mr.  Clark, 

Sergeant, 


no 

110 


HO 


oy  r^ 

OifJ 

no  yno 

oy\ 
oyj 

ay 

«y 


ay 


Penruyhxtnia,    Mr.  Wilson, 

CljTner, 


Maryland^ 
Virgima^ 


J^.-CaroUndf 
S.'CaroHnOf 


Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Chase, 

W..Smith. 
Mr.  Harrison, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Jones, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Harnett, 
Mr.  Heywaixl, 

Laurens, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  report  as  amended  and  agreed  to,  is  as  follows : 

Hesohvedf  That  a  committee  of  three  members  of  Congress  be  apptUel 
and  authorized  to  correspond  with  public  or  private  persons,  bj  lettnv 
othem'ise,  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  states,  in  order  to  collect  the  ciewtft 
and  fullest  evidence  of  the  state  of  the  army  in  the  northern-departmeot,  mi 
also  of  the  state  of  the  troops,  military  stores  and  provisions,  at  the  sail 
posts,  before  and  at  the  time  when  the  evacuation  was  determined  upon : 

To  call  for  and  examine  the  minutes  of  the  c6uncil  of  war,  to  enqMt 
what  orders  were  given,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  commander  in  chief  U 
that  department : 

To  enquire  particalarly  if  the  barracks  and  stores  were  destroyed  or  1^ 
standing : 

To  enquire  of  the  quarter-master  general  and  commissary-^cral 
quantity  of  provision  had  been  laid  up  at  Ticonderoga,  or  near  it,  for  Uw 
of  the  garrison,  and  what  measures  were  taken  or  taking  f(ir  throwing 
farther  supplies : 
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To  iDforin  themselves,  as  fully  as  possible,  of  the  number,  appointment 
and  movements  of  the  enemy,  from  the  time  of  their  landing  to  the  time  of 
evacuating  the  fort,  and  also  of  the  number,  quality  and  condition  of  the 
garrison;  and  if  any,  and  what  measures  were  taken  to  gain  intelligence  of 
the  strength  of  the  enemy  by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commanding 
officer  at  Ticonderoga : 

To  enquire  of  the  clothier-general  what  clothing,  from  time  to  time,  had 
been  issued  for  the  use  of  the  northern  deparment,  and  from  other  public 
officers,  into  the  expenditure  of  such  general  issues : 

To  enquire  into  the  number,  equipment  and  behaviour  of  the  militia,  and 
the  term  of  service  for  which  they  were  ensaeed,  at  and  before  the  time  of 
the  evacuation  ;  into  the  situation  and  condition  of  the  lines  at  Ticondero- 
ga, and  the  fortifications  upon  Mount-Independence ;  what  works  had  been 
thrown  up  by  the  enemy,  what  ^sts  they  had  taken,  and  the  distance  of  their 
works;  what  orders  had  been  given  by  the  commanding  ofilicer  for  directing 
and  regulating  a  retreat,  and  tlie  manner  in  which  the  retreat  was  conducted  $ 
what  orders  were  given  relative  to  the  sick,  what  care  taken  of  them ;  whether 
any  continental  troops,  and  what  number  were  at  Albany  or  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, how  long  they  had  been  there,  and  why  they  were  not  ordered  to 
Ticonderoga : 

To  enquire  into  tlie  number  and  size  of  cannon,  and  whether  any  were 
removed  before  the  evacuation ;  the  quantity  and  species  of  military  stores; 
the  state  of  the  arms,  both  of  the  continental  soldiers  and  militia,  whether 
the  troops  were  furnished  with  bayonets,  and  whether  there  were  any  and 
what  number  of  pikes  or  spears  proper  for  defending  lines : 

That,  upon  such  enquiry  and  collection  of  facts,  a  copy  of  the  whole  be 

transmitted  by  the  said  committee  to  general  Washington,  and  that,  tbere- 

-  upon,  he  appoint  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  the  general  officers  who 

were  in  the  northern  department,  when  Ticondero^  and  Mount-Indepen- 

dence  were  evacuated,  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

The  several  matters  to  tliis  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjonrned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Mgust  28,   1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  21  st,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  copy  of  alet** 
ter  of  the  29th  of  May,  from  B.  Franklin  at  Paris,  respecting  the  count 
Pulaski ;  also  a  letter  of  the  25 th  from  count  Pulaski ;  one,  of  the  I4th, 
from  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  at  the  Cross-Road«^  and  a  petition  from  John 
VooDg,  were  read  :  also  a  letter  from  baron  de  Kalb,  enclosing  a  letter* di- 
rected to  general  Howe,  and  a  letter  of  the  25th  from  M.  Hillegas,  treasurer 
at  York- town,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Trumbull  and  that  from  Mr.  Hillegas 
be  referred  to  tlie  board  of  treasury ;  that  the  petition  from  J.  Young,  anif  80 
fDttch  of  the  baron  de  Kalb's  letter  as  relates  to  his  application  for  leave  to 
return  to  France,  by  the  way  of  New  York,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war: 

That  the  remainder  of  the  baron  de  Kalb's  letter  and  the  letter  from  ^n. 
Washington,  witli  the  one  enclosed,  and  the  letter  from  count  Pulaski,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  applications. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  brigadier  A.  Buchanan,  at  Baltimore,  was  read. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
htate  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  be  also  empowered  to  consider  and  re- 
port upon  the  state  of  North-Carolina. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  committee  to  collect  evidence 
*  and  facts  reUtive  to  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount-Indepen- 
dence ;  and,  tlie  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  R.  H  Lee,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  were  elected. 
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Ordered,  That  a  copj  of  the  resolutions  respecting  the  mode  of  condvd- 
ing  the  enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderosa  and  Movnt- 
Independence,  &c.  be  sent  to  each  of  the  general  officers  wno  were  in  the 
northern  department  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation,  and  that  they  be  publish- 
ed in  the  news-papers. 

Ordered,  I1iat  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  secretary  of  the  board  of 
:iirar9  for  public  serrice,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  ^n.  Sullivan,  at  Hanover,  with  sundrjppen 
enclosed,  also,  another  from  him,  without  date,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  25th,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  beicfemd 
to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  when  a  state  is  unrepresented  in  Congress,  and  the  yeu 
and  nays  are  called  for,  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  state  nnrepit- 
sented  shall  be  called  for,  and  entered  on  the  journal,  the  name  of  such  men- 
bers  being  distinguished  by  an  asterisk. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow  morning,  immediately  afler  rai- 
ing  the  public  letters,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  con* 
der  farther  the  report  of  the  treasury,  on  the  ways  and  means  of  raising  np* 
plies,  and  the  letters  of  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  referred  to  there. 

Ordered,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  president,  for  pfoblicsff- 
vice,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general,  was  nri'* 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  tiie  «- 
ditor-genenil  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Abraham  Berlin,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Norti)- 
ampton  county,  for  his  account  of  rations  supplied  col.  Hand's  battiitioe  list 
winter,  at  Easton,  as  well  as  the  militia  who  were  on  their  way  tv  amp, 
834  22-90  dollars,  and  for  his  trouble  and  expenses  in  advancing  greit  put 
of  the  money,  and  for  paying  the  remainder^  40  dollars,  the  whole  amoon^ng 
to  864  22-90  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

Consress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  .the  committee  if 
pointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  army :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  be  directed  forthwiUi  to  inform  \a^ 
self,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  the  number  of  blankets,  shoes,  hose,  and  slotii 
that  will  be  wanted  tor  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  the  fall  and  wiaHv 
next  ensuing,  exclusive  of  those  now  in  store,'  or  for  which  he  has  emr^ 
tracted ;  that  he  apply  for  the  same  to  the  several  assemblies  or  execai* 
authorities  of  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  IS^ 
Island,  Connecticut,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  in  propflffeft 
to  the.  number  of  inhabitants  of  each  state,  and  send  to  pach  an  attested  a|f 
of  this  resolve ;  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  states  rfvr 
said,  to  call  on  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective  counties,  cities,  towns^it 
districts,  to  manufacture,  or  furnish  their  J>roportions  of  the  said  articles ;  tfl 
the  said  states  are  desired  to  appoint  suitoble  persons  to  inspect  the  q«lB- 
ty  of  the  articles  thus  supplied,  and  to  order  them  to  be  delivered  tm  Ai 
clothier's  agent  in  each  state,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  for  the  a 
the  delivery  thereof : 

That  the  dothier-general  be  directed  forthwith  to  apply  to  the  com« 
er  in  chief,  and  commander  of  each  continental  district,  and  inform  lu 
of  the  nuniber  of  assistant-clothiers  necessarv  for  the  army  and  detacM 
parts  within  their  several  commands;  that  he  appoint,  without  delajfc«0' 
many  assistants  as  they  may  respectively  judge  necessary,  and  rcjiort  dMk 
mimes  to  Congress ;  that  he  tak^  effectual  care  to  send  to  each  assistasl,  a 
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proportion  of  the  clothing  on  hand,  and  full  supplies  as  soon  as  may  be,  or- 
dering the  said  assistants  to  give  receipts  for  the  same ;  tliat  he  be  careful 
to  direct  the  several  assistants  to  give  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and 
soldier  the  clothing  due  to  him  bj  the  articles  of  iniistment,  and  take  re- 
ceipts; and  that  they  supply  thearmy  with  such  other  clothing  as  shall  be 
necessaiyat  the  average  cost  and  charges  thereof ;  that  he  furnish  each  as- 
sistant with  the  names  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
divisions  or  corps  to  which  he  may  be  assigned,  who  hi^ve  received  the  boun- 
ty of  clothing,  or  any  part  thereof*,  and  also  with  the  account  of  each  officer 
and  soldier  in  such  division  or  corps,  who  is  indebted  to  the  United  States 
for  articles  of  clothing ;  that  he  airect  each  assistant,  on  the  first  day  of 
every  month,  to  render  to  the  respective  re^mental  pay-masters  in  the  di- 
visions or  corps  to  which  he  is  assigned,  particular  accounts  of  all  the  cloth-, 
ing  for  which  the  officers  and  men  are  respectively^indebted ;  and  the  several 
regimental  pay -masters  are  hereby  directed  to  make  the  proper  stoppages 
from  the  pay-rolls,  for  discharging  the  said  accounts,  and  to  deliver  the  mo- 
ney to  the  assistant  clothiers  respectively,  taking  their  receipts,  and  deliver- 
iBS  them  to  the  pay-master  or  deputy  pay-master  general,  to  be  filed  in  his 
office  until  required  by  the  commissioners  of  accounts  or  other  proper  autho- 
rity ;  that  the  several  assistants  deliver  the  money  so  received  to  the  clo- 
tliier-general,  and  account  with  him  for  all  the  clothing  which  they  may  re- 
ceive as  aforesaid. 

Jlesolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

Baolved^  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed,  if  the  service  will  permit,  to 
order  a  skilful  engineer,  and  an  experienced  artillerist,  to  repair  immediate- 
ly to  the  citv  of  Annapolis,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  there  to  obey  the  di- 
rections of  me  governor  and  council  of  that  state. 

Ordered,  That  Mons.  P.  F.  de  Bois  repair  immediately  to  the  northern 
department. 

Congress  adjonmed  to  five  oVlock. 

^  Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

In  pursuance  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
^tor-general  reports, 

Hist  there  is  due  to  Abraham  Terrill  and  Charles  Tooker,  for  the  da- 
mages they  sustained,  in  a  small  schooner  belonging  to  them,  in  her  sails,  rig- 
llingand  hull,  the  said  schooner  beine  emploved  by  ^neral  Mercer,  in  an 
mtended  attack  on  Staten-Island,  July,  1776,  in  which  she  was  sunk,  and 
saflTered  the  said  damages,  agreeable  to  appraisement  and  certificates,  134 
60-90  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Abraham  ClarK,  esq. 

To  Belcher  P.  Smith,  for  three  months  services  to  gen.  Maxwell  last  win- 
ter in  Jersey,  in  capacity  of  his  clerk,  and  for  other  services,  150  dollars : 

To  Robert  Jewell,  his  account  of  diet  for  prisoners  from  ££d  July  to  29th 
instant,  inclusive,  371  52-90  dollars : 

To  Allen  Cameron,  a  balance  of  his  allowance  as  a  prisoner,  from  24th 
December,  1776,  to  25th  July  last,  54  77-90  dollars  2   _         . 

To  ensign  Enoch  Welsh,  his  expenses  conducting  British  prisoners  to  their 
lines  and  on  his  return  to  this  city,  being  six  days,  for  himself  and  horse,  17 
12-90  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brougtit  ina  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  pay-master  general  of  the  northern, 
eastern  and  southern  departments,  be  augmented  to  80  dollars  per  month : 

That  the  assistants  to  the  pay -master  ^neral  and  deputy  pay-masters  ge- 
9rral»  whom  th^y  are  respectively  authonzed  to  appoint,  where  such  oflicers 
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shall  be  necessary,  shall  receive,  for  the  time  of  their  actaal  service,  50  dol- 
lars a  month : 

That  the  paj-master  general  and  deputy  paj -masters  general  shall  be 
oblig-ed  respectively  to  take  bond  of  tlieir  respective  assistants  appointed  bj 
Ihem,  for  the  faithfiii  performance  of  their  trust,  in  such  penalties  as  tk 
commander  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  tlie  department,  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  advanced  to  col.  Flowers,  commissarv-generai  of 
military  stores,  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  ioiwhsi^ht 
is  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Sullivan,  with  tbefipers 
enclosed,  was  referred,  report, 

^<  That  the  several  testimonies  which  have  been  published  since  the  ghi" 
mencement  of  the  present  contest  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  Ainerici,iiA 
the  uniform  tenor  of  the  conduct,  and  conversation  of  a  number  of  peneoft 
of  considerable  wealth,  who  profess  themselves  to  belong  to  the  society  of 
people  commonly  called  Quakers,  render  it  certain  and  notorious,  that  twee 
persons  are,  with  much  rancor  and  bitterness,  disaflfected  to  the  Araericn 
cause  :  that,  as  these  persons  will  have  it  in  their  power,  so  there  is  nodoobt 
it  will  be  titeir  inclination,  to  communicate  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  ib^> 
in  various  other  ways,  to  injure  tlie  councils  and  arms  of  America : 

That  when  the  enemy,  in  tlie  montli  of  December,  1776,  were  ben^ 
their  progress  towards  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  a  certain  seditious  publicaM, 
addressed  *<  To  our  friends  and  brethren  in  religious  profession  in  thesasd 
the  adjacent  provinces,"  signed  *^  John  Pemberton,  in  and  on  behalf  rftbe 
meeting  of  sufterings  held  at  Philadelphia  for  Pennsylvania  and  New-JerscT, 
the  26th  of  the  12th  month,  1776,"  was  published,  and,  as  your  connittM 
is  credibly  informed,  circulated  amongst  many  members  of  the  society  called 
Quakers,  throughout  the  difterent  states : 

That,  as  the  seditious  paper  aforesaid  originated  in  the  citj  of  Pbilaife/* 
phia,  and  as  the  persons  whose  names  are  under  mentioned,  haveamfemly 
manifested  a  disposition  highly  inimical  to  the  cause  of  America,  tkerrfoR, 

Resolved t  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  supreme  execntiTe 
council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  forthwith  to  apprehend  and  secareike 
persons  of  Joshua  Fisher,  Abel  James,  James  Pemberton,  Henry  Dnakcr, 
Israel  Pemberton,  John  Pemberton,  John  James,  Samuel  Pleasants,  Tboat» 
Wharton,  sen.  Thomas  Fisher,  son  of  Joshua,  and  Samuel  Fisher,  soo  d 
Joshua,  together  with  all  such  papers  in  their  possession  as  may  be  of  a  p- 
litical  nature. 

And,  whereas,  there  is  strong  reason  to  apprehend  that  these  persons  bm* 
tain  a  correspondence  and  connexion  highly  prejudicial  to  the  public  siMvb 
not  only  in  this  state  but  in  the  several  states  of  America, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  R^l^ 
tive  states,  forthwith  to  apprehend  and  secure  all  persons,  as  well  amosgflls 
people  called  Quakers  as  others,  who  have,  in  their  general  conduct  and 
versation,  evidenced  a  disposition  inimical  to  the  cause  of  America ; 
that  the  persons  so  seized,  be  confined  in  such  places,  and  treated  in 
manner,  as  shall  be  consistent  with  their  respective  characters  and 
of  their  persons : 

That  the  records  and  papers  of  the  meetings  of  sufferings  in  the 
tive  states  be  forthwith  secured  and  carefully  examined,  and  that  such 
of  th^m  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature,  be  forthwith  transmitted  toC 

The  said  report  being  read,  and  the  several  paragraphs  consioere 
debated,  and  the  question  put  severally  thereon,  the  same  was  agreed 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  remove,  under  guard,  to  a  place  of 
rity  out  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  hon.  John  Penn,  esq.  and  Beii^ 
Chew,  esq.  and  that  they  give  orders  for  having  tliem  safely  secured*  and 
tertained  agreeable  to  their  rank  and  statioa  in  life. 
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A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  Wilmington,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Mgust  29,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  Wilmington,  was  read. 

A  motion  being  made  respecting  the  militia. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tke  board  of  war. 

Rtsolvtd^  That  governor.  Livingston  be  requested  to  lend  Congress  such 
namber  of  arms  as  can  be  procured  in  the  state  of  New-Jersej,  or  if  arms 
can  be  purchased  in  that  state,  that  he  will  appoint  proper  persons  to  collect 
and  pay  for  them  at  continental  expense. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  'consider  the  re- 
port of  the  commiitee  on  ways  and  means,  &c.and,  after  sometime,  the  pre- 
sident resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported  that  the  committee  have 
considered  farther  the  report  to  them  referred,  but,  not  having  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Bescived,  That  to-morrow  Congress  will  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  report  of  the  committee  on  ways  and 
means,  &c. 

Raolved,  That  each  assistant-clothier  be  allowed  50  dollars  a  month,  and 
tfae  rations  of  a  captain. 

Hie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  there  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel  chevalier  de  Frau- 
ral  540  dollars,  for  nine  months'  pay  commencing  1st  December  last,  ending 
1st  September  next- 

That  there  be  advanced  to  James  Mease,  eso.  clothier-general,  20,000 
dollars,  to  be  remitted  by  him  to  Georgia,  for  clothing  the  continental  troops 
in  tiiat  state ;  which  sum  is  part  of  the  money  directed  to  be  sent  to  that 
state,  for  the  use  of  the  said  troops. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  August  30,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Wilmington,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  captain  w endal  Owry  was  presented  to  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrispn  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther 
consideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  have  made  some  progress- 
therein,  bat,  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  ajgain. 

Resolved,  That  on  Monday  next  Congress  will  resolve  itself  into  a  comr 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  report  of  the  treasury,  on  the 
ways  and  means  of  raising  supplies,  &c. 

The  board  of  war  report,  '*  that  there  are  in  Philadelphia  between  2  and 
3000  arms  which  might,  in  a  short  time,  be  repaired,  if  workmen  could  be 
procured  to  perform  the  service,  but,  as  great  numbers  of  the  artificers  are 
m  the  militia,  few  of  those  arms  will  be  speedily  repaired,  unless  the  work- 
nien  are  permitted  to  leave  the  field,  and  work  on  the  arms ;"  Whereupon, 

Hesohed,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  detach  from  the  militia, 
as  soon  as  possible,  such  a  number  of  workmen  as  he  shall  think  necessary 
to  repair,  with  despatch,  the  arms  now  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  there 
is  no  other  mode  ot  stipplying  the  demands  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania, 
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Delaware  and  Maryland  states,  great  numbers  of  whom  are  now  in  the 
-without  arms. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  John  Young,  *'  for  loave  to  depart  from  ik 
continent,^'  be  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made  to  advance  a  sum  of  monej^to  the  delegates  ofGearpk: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  medical  committee  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  cob- 
sideration;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  issuing  commissaries  be  directed  to  foniish 
die  director-general,  or  any  of  the  deputy  directors,  or  their  assistoti,  vith 
such  provisions  as  any  of  tnem  shall,  from  time  to  time,  demand  by  norto 
in  writine,  for  the  use  of  any  temporary  hospital  which  shall  be  estabfekd, 
which  order,  with  the  receipt  of  the  steward  endorsed  thereon,  shall  k  x 
sufficient  voucher  for  such  issuing  commissary,  who  is  also  required  ti 
keep  such  vouchers  separate,  and  make  a  separate  entry  of  the  sane  ia  \k 
books,  charging  the  director  who  ordered  the  same  therewith. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  SeptemJber  1,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th  of  August,  from  general  Washington,  at  WiUii: 
ton  ;  one  of  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  mm  general  Gates,  endosiiy  tit- 
ter of  the  2Sd  from  general  Arnold,  at  Mohawk  river,  ten  nules  above  fttt- 
Dayton;  and  one,  of  the  22d,  from  colonel  Gansevoort,  at  FortSdajkt; 
another  letter,  of  the  28th  of  Au^st,  from  general  Gates,  enclosiiig  oae  of 
the  24th  from  general  Arnold,  eivmg  an  account  that  the  enero^r  haTecetrol- 
ed  from  Fort-Schuyler  with  ue  greatest  precipitation,  leaying  their  tests 
standing,  their  provisions,  ammunition,  &c.  were  read. 

Anotlier  letter,  of  the  28th  of  August,  from  jgeneral  Gates,  wkiMp^f& 
enclosed,  respecting  the  clothing  granted  to  soldiers ;  one,  of  thii  dale,  mm 
general  Arthur  St  Clair ;  one,  of  the  27th  of  August,  from  Jonatibaa  BsAr 
son,  at  Baltimore ;  one,  of  the  28th,  from  R.  White,  deputy-commisttrjga- 
eral  of  issues,  respecting  the  rations  claimed  by  the  soldiers ;  and  one,  of 
the  31st,  from  general  Sullivan,  giving  an  account  of  his  expedition  on  States- 
Island,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  the  northern  department,  and  that  ^rea 
general  Sullivan,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence : 

That  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  August  from  gen.  Gates,  with  the  papers  et- 
closed,  respecting  clothine,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.    ^ 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy's  letter  of  the  iA 
of  July,  be  delivered  to  general  St.  Clair. 

That  the  letter  from  Jonathan  Hudson  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
and  that  from  R.  White  to  the  board  of  war. 

Besolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  appoint  a  court  of 
quiry  on  the  late  expedition  by  general  Sullivan  against  the  British  h 
on  Staten-Island. 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine  committee  ir 
public  service  at  Baltimore,  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Resolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  a  plan 
suppljring  the  army  with  necessaries  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  and  '^ 
they  sit  on  tliis  business,  and  report  as  soon  as  possible : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Duer. 

Eesolved,  That  three  commissioners  be  appointed  immediately  to  c 
der  of  the  practicability  of  burning  the  enemy's  fleet  in  Chesapeake-] 
that  they  consult  with  general  Washington  on  this  subject,  and,  if  \t 
peai-s  likely  t6  be  effected,  that  they  proceed  with  all  diligence  to  the  exf 
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tion  thereof;  that  thejbe  authorized  to  purchase,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms 
the  J  can,  or  employ  anj  vessels  that  maj  be  convenient  for  the  purpose  of 
fire  ships,  and  tnat  they  have  power  to  make  use  of  any  of  the  contmental 
merchant-ships  or  vessels  that  may  be  near  the  place  for  the  same  service ; 
ami  that  they  have  authority  to  pursue  all  such  measures  as  may  be  effectual 
to  the  right  execution  of  this  important  business ;  and,  in  case  it  shall  be 
judged  proper  to  undertake  the  project,  that  the  same  rewards  be  given  to 
those  employed  in  the  execution,  as  are  offered  for  the  same  purpose  in  De- 
laware river  and  at  Rhode-Island. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  of  commissioners  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  president  issue  a  warrant  to  the  treasurer  to  transmit 
to  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  884,000  dollars,  for  which  the  said 
auditor-general  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  Siere  be  advanced  to  Matthew  Irwin,  agent  to  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq. 
latd  commissary-eeneral,  50,000  dollars,  which  Mr.  TrumouU  represents  to 
be  necessary  to  discharge  contracts  he  is  engaged  in  for  provisions,  and  for 
which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Wliereas  two  bills  have  been  presented  to  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  drawn 
on  them  by  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  both  dated  the  12th  day 
of  July  last ;  by  one  of  which  the  said  delegates  are  i^quested  to  pay  to 
Thomas  Scott,  esq.  or  order,  the  sum  of  14,000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  ot 
recruiting  men  for  the  third  battalion  of  the  continental  troops  in  tnat  state ; 
and  by  the  other  to  pay  capt.  Clement  Nash,  or  order,  5000  dollars  for  the 
same  purpose ;  and  trie  said  delegates  having  applied  to  Congress  to  advance 
the  said  money  on  account  of  the  said  state,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  the 
said  bills : 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  of  the  said  two  bills,  being  19,000  dollars,  be 
accordingly  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  which  that  state  b  to 
be  accountable,  and  diat  the  same  be  considered,  and  chareed  as  part  of 
the  money  agreed  to  be  transmitted  to  Georgia,  for  the  use  of  me  continental 
troops  in  that  state. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  capt.  D'Aitignac  120  dollars,  for 
thre»  months'  pay,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

'According  to  the  order  of  the  day,. Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  tlie  whole,  and  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair« 
and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  nave  had  under  their  further 
consideration  the  matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, desire  leave  to  sit  again.    - 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  Congress  will  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  tlie  report  of  the  treasury,  on  the  ways  and 
means  of  raising  supplies. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  2,  1777. 

Two  letters,  of  the  1st,  from  general  Washington,  at  Wilmington,  one  of 
them  enclosing  a  declaration  of  een.  Howe  of  the  27th  of  August,  also  intel- 
ligence from  capt.  Hopkins,  anaa  deposition  of  Francis  Alexander,  relative 
to  brutal  behaviour  of  some  of  the  enemy ;  also  a  letter  of  the  26th  Aurust, 
from  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  president  of  the  council  of  safety  of  New-York, 
vith  sundry  papers  enclosea ;  one,  of  the  27tii  of  the  same  month,  from  gen. 
Putnam,  with  the  proceedings  of  (ourts-martial,  on  Amos  Rose,  and  Lemuel 
Ackerly ;  and  a  letter  from  J,  Hudson,  at  Baltimore,  were  read  : 
Vol.  11.  32 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  J.  Hudson  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treasury. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  gen.  Putnam,  and  inform  him,  thit 
in  consequence  of  his  recommendation.  Congress  agree  to  his  pardooiBg 
Amos  Rose  and  Lemuel  Ackerly,  who  are  sentenced  to  death  by  iht  judg- 
ment of  a  court-martial. 

Besolved,  Tliat  the  allowance  of  a  major-general  in  a  separate  deput- 
ment  be  extended  and  allowed  to  major-een^al  Putnam  frooci  tiw  time  he 
took  the  command  of  the  forces  at  Peeks-Rul,  to  be  continued  to  hia  lo  Iod^ 
as  he  remains  in  that  command. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington,  with  the  papenea- 
closed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  memorial  from  James  Viellon  and  John  Tennet,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  petition  from  capt.  John  Brisben,  was  read,  praying  for  leare^oa  ac- 
count of  his  domestic  affairs,  to  resign  his  commission : 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  resign. 

A  petition  from  Pierre  Bums,  William  Douglass,  and  others,  was  reii: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury : 

A  petition  from  Belcher  P.  Smith,  was  read,  praying  for  an  angmentate 
of  his  salary  as  clerk  in  the  secretary's  office : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported,  that  there  should  be  advaocetf^ 
Mons.  du  Coudray,  for  himself,  and  the  following  gentlemen,  who  came  vitk 
him  to  America,  Mons.  du  Coudray  to  be  accountable,  viz.  for  Mm*  d^ 
Coudray,  1000  dollars ;  for  captain  le  Brun,  Augustin  le  Bmn,  YsragDe, 
Tousard,  de  6oy,  Picard.  Loyaute,  and  Parrison,  each  250  dollars;  Mwi^ 
Noel,  surgeon-major,  300  dollars ;  lieutenants  Parriss^,  Coyeti,  MttigBj, 
Bouchard,  le  Blanc,  Nivan,  Fonfrede,  Pomereul,  Mattris,  Begarieic&dtX> 
dollars;  ten  Serjeants^  each  50  dollars ;  midcing  in  the  whole,  5800<Miar9: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

A  motion  being  made  for  employing  the  gentlemen  who  came  with  Mobs. 
du  Coudray : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered  J  That  there  be  paid  to  James  Millegan,  or  his  order,  1236  doQm* 
in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Jon.  Trumbull,  jun.  deputy  pay-master  geoeol 
in  the  noraiem  department,  5th  August  last,  in  favor  of  John  Carter,  «r«- 
der,  for  that  sum,  it  beins;  for  so  much  received  of  him  by  the  said  defos 
pay -master  general,  for  the  public  service  of  the  United  States,  for  whidi  v 
said  deputy  pay-master  general  is  to  be  accountable. 

In  consequence  of  an  adiusfknent  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  then^i- 
tor-ffeneral  reports,  that  there  is  due, 

T%}  Thomas  M^Intire,  an  ensign  in  capt  Lennox's  company  of  the  3t 
Pennsylvania  battalion,  a  balance  of  pay  and  rations  due  to  him  from  ^ 
1st  of  September,  1776,  to  the  7th  of  August,  1777,  when  he  arrived  6«« 
Long-Island,  198  dollars,  of  which  he  received  from  Japies  Hunter,  f^ 
master  to  the  4th  Pennsylvania  battalion,  72  dollars,  the  balance  is  ]£6  A 
lars,  and  for  rations  due  to  him  from  the  1st  of  October,  to  the  16th  of  K»* 
vember,  1776,  beine  46  days,  at  Bd  per  ration,  is  8  16-90  dollars,  both 
makine  134  16-90  dollars : 

To  Allan  McDonald,  Alexander,  Allan,  jnn.  Renald  and  Archibald 
nald  prisoners  at  Reading,  and  their  tliree  servants,   12  weeks'  alio 
from  the  4th  of  June  to  the  27th  of  August,  at  28s  each  for  themselves, 
7s  6  for  their  servants,  260  dollars  : 

To  Willing,  Morris  &  Co.  for  10,000  quills  for  the  use  of  the 
war  and  secretary's  ofi&ce,  266  60-90  dollars : 
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time 

the  time  he  inlisted  In  colonel  Nicola's  corps 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  report  be  made  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  of  the  re* 
solatido  they  have  come  to  on  the  report  referred  to  them : 

The  resolution  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  generd  Washington  be  empowered  to  dispose  of  colonel 
Richardson's  battauon  in  such  way  as  he  shall  think  proper^  and  that  he  send 
orderB  to  colonel  Richardson  accordingly. 

Coneress  was  then  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after  some 
time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  considered  farther  the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  have 
made  some  progress  therein,  but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire 
leave  to  sit  aeain. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  consider  farther  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  on  the  ways 
and  means  of  raisine  supplies. 

Iq  consequence  of  a  report  from  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

Ordered,  That  general  Sullivan's  letter  be  published. 

A  motion  was  made  to  apply  to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pean-^ 
lylvania  for  a  quantity  of  copper : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on*the  table. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  S,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  6.  Bryan,  esq.  vice-president  of  the  supreme 
executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read,  informing  that,  '^  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  and  their  own  persuasion  of 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  measure,  the  council  have  taken  up  se- 
veral persons  inimically  disposed  towards  the  American  states ;  that  few  of 
the  Quakers,  among  these,  are  willing  to  make  any  promise  of  any  kind ; 
and  desiring  the  advice  of  Congress,  particularly  whether  Augusta  and 
Winchester,  in  Virginia,  would  not  be  suitable  places  in  which  to  secure  these 
persons;"  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  Congress  approve  of  the  Quaker  prisoners  being  sent  to 
Virginia,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  that  Staunton,  in  the  county  of 
Aus;usta,  is  the  most  proper  place  in  the  state  of  Virginia  for  their  residence 
andsecurity ;  and  with  refi;ard  to  the  other  prisoners  mentioned  in  their  let- 
ter, Coneress  leave  it  to  the  supreme  executive  council  to  do  with  them  as 
th^in  their  wisdom  shall  think  best. 

The  supreme  executive  council  having  sent  to  Congress,  by  one  of  the 
delates  of  their  state,  sundry  original  letters  and  papers  found  in  the  pos- 
session of  some  of  the  Quakers  taken  into  custody,  the  same  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  general  Sulli- 
van's letter  of  the  25th  of  Aueust  was  referred. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to  take 
effectual  measures  for  importing  or  otherwise  procuring,  during  the  ensuing 
]vinter,  such  supply  of  arms,  tents  and  other  military  stores,  blankets,  cloth- 
ing, medicines,  and  other  necessary  articles  for  their  respective  militia,  as 
may  be  wanted  for  the  next  campaign,  and  that  the^  repnort  to  Congress  the 
^cies  and  quality  of  military  stores  manufactured  in  their  respective  states: 

That  the  boanl  of  war  be  directed  forthwith  to  lay  before  Congress  a  list 
of  the  military  stores  now  in  the  magazines,  and  an  estimate  of  such  articles 
of  foreign  manufactures  or  produce  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  next  campaign. 
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Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  into  consideration  the  merits  of 
brigadiers  Stark  and  Harkemer,  and  of  colonel  Gansevoort  and  lieutenant' 
colonel  Willet,  and  report  to  Congress  what  testimonies  of  public  gratitude 
should  be  shewn  to  those  officers  for  their  late  signal  exertions  io  the  defence 
of  their  country. 

Coneress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after  some 
time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  thit  the 
committee  have  considered  farther  the  matters  referr^  to  them,  tod  hire 
come  to  a  resolution,  which  he  was  ordered  to  deliver  when  Congroi  woold 
receive  it : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  now  received. 

The  resolution  beipg  received,  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  tudia 
consideration.  * 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  SepUmber  4,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  ^en.  Washington,  at  Wilmington,  nvii^an  ac- 
count of  a  skirmish  at  Ironhill,and  one,  of  the  31st  of  August^  &om  J.  Had- 
son,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  general's  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intcSi- 
gence. 

A  memorial  from  capt.  Jacob  Bower,  and  one  from  Charles  Seitzan,  ad^- 
tant  in  major  OttendorTs  corps,  were  rekd,  jdesiring  leave  to  r^^  ti!eir 
commissions : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  officers  apply  to  gen.  Washington. 

A  memorial  from  E.  Blaine  was  presented  to  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tne  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  takei  io^o 
consideration  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  Belcher  P.  Smith,  clerk  in  the  secretarjH  oS- 
fice,  be  augmented  to  55  dollars  a  month. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Lewis  Nicola,  of  the  uxnSA 
regiment,  658  4-90  dollars,  for  the  pay  of  that  corps  for  two  months,  from  tk 
520th  of  June  ta  the  19th  of  Augusts  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  ander  wbt 
regulations  and  restrictions  regimental  officers  shall,  for  the  fatnre,  vtcan 
their  rations : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.Grerry,  and  Mr.Folsom. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  the v  have  taken  into  consideratioD  the  ^ 
pute  with  renird  to  the  relative  rank  of  the  colonels  Cortlandt,  Ganaev^trf* 
bubois,  and  Livingston,  commanding  four  of  the  New- York  regiments,  ^ 
find  that  a  committee  of  the  convention  of  that  state,  being  properly  antktfra- 
•d  for  that  purpose,  did  appoint  the  officers  above  mentioned  to  their  r^ 
spective  regiments,  in  the  loUowing  order,  viz.  colonel  Cortlandt  Sd,  td- 
Gansevoort  3d,  col.  Dubois  4th,  and  col.  Livingston  5th.  As  this  a^ral|^ 
ment  must  be  presumed  to  have  been  founded  on  principles  of  jostire  m 
.public  utility,  the  board  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  highly  inezpeUieiiM 
make  any  alteration  in  the  relative  rank  of  these  officers : 

Besolvedf  That  Congress  agree  with  the  board  in  their  report* 

A  memorial  from  Georse  Emerson  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter  from  count  Pulaski  was  read.  ' 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  from  the  board  of  war.  of  ^ 
9Pth  of  August. 
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Theqnestion  put,  to  appoint  a  commander  of  the  horse,  passed  in  the  ne- 
gatiTe. 

Id  coBseqnence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners,  the  auditor-gene* 
ral  reports,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Isaac  Snowden,  for  Alexander  Brown's  account  of  124  meals  sunplied 
the  militia,  and  for  Robert  Patterson's  account  of  boarding  two  sick  soldiers 
of  col.  Weeden's  battalion,  52  76-90  dollars : 

Order^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  make  such  dispositions  as  the  j  shall  judge 
prudent  and  necessary  for  removing  at  the  shortest  notice,  to  a  place  of  se- 
curity, all  the  military  stores  belonging  to  the  continent,  in  case  tne  exigency 
of  sindrs  should  render  it  necessary. 

JZnolvoI,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  give  orders  that  all  the  militia  of  their  state  hold  themselves  in  rea- 
diness to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  that  their  arms  be  put  in  as  good 
condition  as  possible ;  that  it  be  farther  recommended  to  tiie  said  executive 
council,  to  call  out  5,000  militia  from  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  counties  most  adjacent : 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  militia  to  appear  with  what  arms 
they  have  or  can  procure,  and  otherwise  equipped  in  the  best  manner  thev 
may  be  able,  and  that  they  rendezvous  on  tne  heights  of  Derby,  or  at  such 
other  place  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct. 

Mesfdvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  of  New- Jersey  forth- 
with to  order  out  3000  militia  of  Jhat  state  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  the 
aroiy  under  gen.  Washington,  the  said  militia  to  rendezvous  at  Bristol,  with 
as  much  despatch  as  possible. 

On  motion,  bj  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  that  the  president  order 
payment  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treasurer  of  North-Carolina,  agreeably  to 
the  resolve  of  the  14th  of  March  last,  without  applyina;  to  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bills  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponedr 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  5,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  4tb,  from  gov.  Livingston,  at  Haddonfield,  and  a  letter 
from  col.  Mason  to  col.  Harrison,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  col.  Mason  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  account  of  colonel  Dugan,  on  which  the 
board  of  treasury  reported  on  the  11th  of  February,  be  re-committed  to  the 
said  board. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read, 
and,  after  sundry  amendments  made,  and  part  agreed  to, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Thomas  Wharton,  president  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  read,  informing  tnat  the  persons  detained  in  the  Mason^s  Lodge,  have 
had  notice  of  their  going  to-morrow  to  Augusta,  and  desiring  an  answer, 
whether  the  removal  of  those  persons  may  not  be  relaxed  as  to  such  as  would 
yet  swear  or  affirm  allegiance  to  this  state?  also  enclosing  a  remonstrance 
to  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  from  twenty  persons  in  the  Lodge ;  Where- 
upon, 

Memlved,  That  the  supreme  executive  council  be  informed,  that  Congress 
have  no  ol^ction  to  the  enlai^gement  of  such  persons  now  confined  in  the 
Lodge  as  will  swear  or  affirm  allegiance  to  this  state. 

A  remonstrance  from  (srael  Pemberton,  James  Pembertoa,  John  Pember* 
ton,  Thomas  Wharton,  lienry  Drinker,  Thomas  Fisher,  Samuel  Pleasants, 
and  Samuel  R^  Fisher,  was  read : 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  \7Tf. 


Ordertd,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  comniittee  to  whom  tlie  papers  sent  to  CoDgresa  by  tiie  saprene  eic- 
cntiTecDUDCtl  of  Pennaylvania  were  referred,  brought  id  areport,  wUch  wt> 
read: 

Ordered,  That  the  coniideratioD  thereof  be  poatponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pos^oed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  oVIock  to-raorrow. 

SATURftAY.  Septemher  6. 177T, 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Wilmington,  miter 
of  the  same  date  from  Thomas  Wharton,  Jan.  president  of  Penasjliutt, 
were  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasary  brought  in  a  report ;  Wherenpvn, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  David  Nesbi^  or  order,  350  doUan,  a 
dischaige  of  a  bill  drawn  m  his  favor  by  J<^d  Ashe,  esq.  public  trasaftr 
of  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  on  the  continental  treasurer,  expressed  tek 
for  the  use  of  the  United  states ;  the  farther  sum  of  500  dollars  in  diachaije 
of  another  bill  drawn  in  his  favor  by  the  said  public  trea«tirer  of  Nocih-Cin- 
lina  on  tiie  continental  treasurer,  both  the  said  bills  bearing  date  the  lOtk 
of  May  last;  and  the  further  sum  of  125  dollars  in  discharge  of  aDotherhiB, 
without  date,  drawn  in  favor  of  the  said  David  Nesbit  by  the  said  poUic 
treasjrer  of  North-Carolina  on  the  continental  treasurer;  tfie  two  last  bill* 
being  expressed  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina  ;  tite  «We 
of  the  said  sums  amounting  to  BT5  dollars,  for  which  the  said  state  is  U  be 
accountable;  these  sums  being  in  part  of  the  500,000 dollars  ortlered  tsbe 
advanced  to  that  state. 

Onlered,  That  there  be  paid  to  James  Hillegan,  esq.  or  hia  order,  SS 
IB-90ths  dollars  being  so  much  disbursed  by  him  at  the  request  of  tfecsn- 
mittee  of  Congress  un  Indian  affairs,  towards  making  up  a  present  far  tte 
Caghnawaga  Indians,  and  an  Oneida  who  paid  a  visit  to  Uoneress  laatmooA- 

Orderea,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  £e  loan-eftcein 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee,  for  7000  dtl- 
lare,  in  consequence  of  their  having  drawn  on  the  said  commissioner  tmn 
warrant!,  dated  the  ISth  December  last,  for  the  said  sum,  one  in  (aver  ef 
John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams  and  £lbridge  Gerry  for  1000  dollars*  aid 
the  other  in  favor  of  the  said  Elbridge  Gerrj  for  6000  dollars,  which  sua* 
were  borrowed  by  the  marine  committM 
Brown,  of  Massachnsetts-Bay,  for  Ae  use 
nittee  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  H 
for  the  use  of  that  department,  and  for  wh 

The  committee  un  the  treasury  farther 
consideration  the  letterofSSlh  August  froi 
ing  for  the  army  under  his  command ;  t 
general's  report,  that  he  has  ordered  cons 
forwarded  to  the  army  in  the  northern  d 
he  has  tittle  doubt  of  being  able  to  fumi 
specific  articles  of  clothing  directed  to  be 
and  as  it  will  be  equally  diaadvaDtageoua 
•hould  they  receive  money  instead  of  su 
of  the  stoppages  made  by  the  deputy  pay-i 
IHTtment,  out  of  the  pay  of  the  troops  in  th 
ing,  and  djrect  the  money  to  be  returned, 
shall  have  been  furnished  with  more  clothi 


e  ou^t  to  be  taken  to  do  justice  to 
in  this  essential  article :  it  is  not  sufficien' 
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the  clothier-^neral  cbaives  the  regiment  with  the  articles  delivered  and 
takes  the  receipt  of  the  cofonel  or  commanding  officer^and  that  the  colonel, 
or  commanding  officer,  on  delivering  the  clothing  to  the  captains  or  com- 
manding officers  of  each  respective  company,  takes  bis  receipt ;  ever^  com- 
manding officer  of  a  company  ought,  moreover,  strictly  to  be  required  to 
keep  a  clothing  account  with  his  company,  distinguishing  the  several  arti- 
cles delivered  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  private,  and  taking 
receipts  for  the  same  as  his  vouchers ;  and  when  each  non-commissioned 
officer  and  private  respectively  shall  have  received  his  bounty  of  clothing, 
the  commandinp;  officer  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs  shall  deliver 
the  account  and  receipts  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  r^ment,  to  en- 
able him  to  settle  the  clothing  account  with  the  clothier-general,  as  well  as 
to  discover  whether  equal  justice  has  been  done  to  the  company : 

That  such  troopjS  as  have  not  been  supplied  with  clothing,  ought  to  be 
furnished  with  their  full  bounty  without  delay,  which  the  board  have  earn- 
estly recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  clothier-general,  and  he,  on  his 
par^  has  engaged  to  exert  every  means  in  his  powe^  to  accomplish ; 

That  such  of  the  troops  as,  at  their  own  expense,  shall  have  provided 
themselves  with  any  of  the  articles  of  clothing  allowed  as  a  bounty,  or  shall 
not  draw  their  clothine  in  the  course  of  the  year,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  full  value  tliereoi  at  the  average  price  which  the  clothing  of  the  army 
shall  cost  the  public. 

And,  whereas,  when  the  bounty  of  clothine  was  provided  by  Congress, 
it  was  conceived,  that  it  might  be  impracticable  to  obtain  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  cloth  for  regimental  coats  for  the  troops,  and,  for  that  reason,  two 
bunting  shirts  were  substituted ;  but,  in  the  event,  so  considerable  a  supply 
has  been  procured,  that  the  clothier-general  has  been  enabled  to  furnish  most 
of  the  troops  with  regimental  coats  instead  of  hunting  shirts,  and  experience 
has  shewn  that  a  further  alteration  of  the  articles  of  clothing,  allowed  as  a 
bounty,  may  be  made  to  the  advantage  of  the  soldiers,  and  without  loss  to 
the  public ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  it  be 

Hesolved,  That  the  clothier-general  be  directed,  as  far  as  he  shall  have  it 
in  his  power,  to  furnish  all  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  the 
service  of  the  Unite;d  States,  who  have  not  .yet  received  their  bounty  of 
clothing,  at  their  election,  either  with  tire  several  articles  allowed  by  Con- 
gress, in  the  resolution  of  8th  October,  1776,  or  in  lieu  thereof,  the  follow- 
ing vticles,  viz. 

Dne  regimental  coat,  at  8  60-90ths  dollars;  one  jacket,  without  sleeves, 
2  6O-90ths  dollars ;  one  pair  buckskin  and  two  pair  linen  or  woollen  breeches, 
8  dollars;  one  hat  or  leather  cap,  2  60-90ths  dollars;  two  shirts,  8  dol- 
lars ;  one  huntine  shirt,  4  dollars ;  two  pair  overalls,  6  dollars ;  two  pair 
of  stockings,  4  dollars ;  two  pair  of  shoes,  o  dollars ;  one  blanket,  6  dollars ; 
Biaking  in  all  56  dollars : 

Bat,  as  the  cost  of  the  articles,  last  specified,  exceeds  that  of  the  clothing 
allowed  as  a  bounty  to  the  troops  by  8  S0-90ths  dollars,  so  much  shall  be 
stopped  out  of  the  pay  of  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  private,  who 
shall  be  supplied  in  the  manner  last  directed,  as  will  make  tne  amount  of 
clothing  he  snail  receive  equal  to  the  value  of  the  bounty  of  clothing,  which, 
upon  an  average  of  the  price  of  the  several  articles,  is  estimated  at  47  60- 
90ths  dollars : 

The  said  report  and  resolves  being  read  twice,  on  the  question  put, 

Bisolvedj  That  Congress  agree  to  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  to  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  treasirer  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  6th  day  of  August,  1776,  when  Mr.  Clyiner  resigned 
the  office  of  joint  treasurer,  a  salarv  after  the  rate  of  3200  dollars  per  an- 
num, for  discharging  the  duties  of  tnat  office. 
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Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to  wbiw 
were  referred  the  papers  transmitted  bj  the  supreme  executive  comicil  rf 
Pennsylvania ;   Whereupon, 

Oraeredy  That  the  papers,  as  reported  by  the  committee  from  No.  1  to  No. 
11,  inclusive,  be  published. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  remonstrance  from  Israel  Pember- 
ton,  James  Pemberton,  John  Pemberton,  Thomas  Wharton,  Henrj  Ufifiter, 
Thomas  Fisher,  Samuel  Pleasants,  and  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  who  were  tiifa 
into  custody  upon  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  praying  to  be  bevd; 
Whereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  supreme  executive  conndirftibe 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  hear  what  the  said  remonstrants  can  allege,  to  re- 
move the  suspicions  of  their  being  disaffected  or  dangerous  to  the  Unitei 
States,  and  act  therein  as  the  said  council  judge  most  conducive  to  the  pohhc 
safety. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications,  to  whom  their  report,  wiOi  fte 
amendments,  was  re-committed,  brought  in  another  report,  which  was  reid: 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  t>eing  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  September  8,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  R.  H.  Harrison,  secretary  to  gen.  Washi^tis, 
at  Newport ;  one,  of  the  7th,  from  governor  Livingston,  of  New-Jersey ;  ose, 
of  the  30th  August,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia ;  one,  of  the  same  date, 
from  col.  Morgan,  at  Fort-Pitt;  one,  of  the  1st  September,  from  gov.  Tono- 
bull,  at  Lebanon  ;  one,  of  the  13th  August,  from  the  council  of  BfasMcbo- 
setts-Bay,  with  sundry  papers  therein  referred  to ;  one,  of  the  Tth,  from 
Mons.  du  Coudray  ;  one,  of  the  6th,  from  the  council  of  Pennsjlfaini,  vitft 
a  list  of  the  persons  arrested  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congms  of  the 
28th  August,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  general  Putnam  be  directed  to  order  immediately  a  de* 
tachment  of  1500  continental  troops,  under  the  command  of  a  bnga<fier,tB 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  cross  the  North-river,  when  ordered  by  geo. 
Washington. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  of  gov.  Livingstoo^ 
letter,  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  gen.  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  sov.  Trumbull's  letter  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  ive: 

The  meml)ers  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Ger- 
ry, and  Mr.  Wilson. 

Ordered,  That  Mons.  du  Coudray's  letter  be  referred  to  gen.  Washor 
ton,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  give  such  directions  thereon  as  he  shall  4w 
most  conducive  to  the  public  good. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  the  council  6f  Massachusetts-Baj,  widi  Aa 
papers  accompanying  the  same,  and  also  the  letter  from  col.  Morgan,  be  fc* 
ferred  to  the  boara  of  war. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Mifflin  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  T.  Wharton,  president  of  Pennsylvania,  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  took  into  tonsideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  f< 
applications,  wherein  they  set  forth. 

That,  besides  a  number  of  officers  who  are  come  from  Europe  and 
West-Indies  of  their  own  accord,  to  solicit  for  rank  and  employment  ii 
American  army,  there  are  otiiers  who  have  proceeded  upon  the  encoui 
ment  of  conventions  made  and  signed  at  Pari?,  by  Silas  Deane,  esq.  as  a 
for  the  United  States  of  North- America ;  that  Mr.  Deane  had  no  authority 
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Biake  aoch  coaveDtioos,  and  that  Coagressy  therefore*  are  not  bound  to  rati* 
.  f  J  or  fulfil  them  : 

Tour  committee  further  report*  that  the  baron  de  Kalb  and  the  viseount 
de  Maorojr,  with  a  number  of  officers  who  came  with  them  from  France,  haTe 
offered  their  service,  provided  their  engagements  with  Mr.  Deane,  in  respect 
to  rank,  are  fulfilled ;  but  that  tlie  American  army  having  been  arrangea  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  these  gentlemen  in  America,  their  expectations  cannot  be 
complied  with  without  deran^ng  it,  and  thereby  injuring,  at  so  critical  a  junc- 
ture, the  American  cause ;  uiat  the  zeal,  however,  of  these  gentlemen,  and 
their  consequent  expenses,  merit  the  attention  of  Congress ;  wherefore,  your 
committee  import  the  following  resolve : 

Bx»olved^  lliat  the  thanks  of  Confess  be  given  to  the  baron  de  Kalb  and 
the  viscount  de  Mauroy,  with  the  officers  who  accompany  them,  for  their  zeal 
in  passing  over  to  America  to  offer  their  service  to  these  United  States,  and 
that  their  expenses  to  this  continent,  and  on  their  return  to  France,  be  paid 

Jietolved^  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report  and  resolve. 

Ordered,  That  the  miron  de  Kalb  and  the  viscount  de  Mauroy  be  furnish- 
ed with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  resolution,  attested  by  the  secreta- 
ry ;  also,  that  any  of  the  officers  accompanying  them,  who  may  desire  it,  be 
iumished  with  such  a  copy. 

VThereas  William  Imlay,  a  prisoner  of  the  United  States  upon  suspicion 
of  disaffection,  has  offered  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  state  of  New- 
York,  of  which  he  is  a  citizen ;  therefore, 

Mesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  supreme  executive  council  of 
tiie  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  discharge  the  said  William  Imlay  on  his  parole 
of  honor,  that  he  will  forthwith  repair  to  Kinsston,  in  the  state  of  I4^ew- 
York,  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  saia  state* 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  6th  from  the  council  of 
Peonsylvania,  wherein  tliey  inform,  *'  that  at  the  time  the  resolves  of  Con- 
n-ess of  the  6th  came  to  them,  the  council  were  disposing  of  every  thing 
lor  the  departure  of  the  gentlemen  confined  in  the  Mason's  Lodge ;  that  the 
bearing  of  some  mav  be  censured  as  a  partial  proceeding,  and  therefore  they 
wish  the  same  indulgence  may  be  granted  to  all :  That  as  this  may  be  te- 
dious, and,  in  the  midst  of  the  present  load  of  important  business  before 
council,  of  which  that  of  embodying  the  militia  is  not  the  least  part,  they 
have  not  leisure  to  undertake  it ;  that,  as  much  injury  will  ensue  to  their 
coDsmonwealth  if  council,  at  present,  yield  any  further  attention  to  this  mat- 
ter, they  therefore  earnestly  request  that  Congress  may  hear  and  dispose  of 
the  gentltmtn  prisoners  in  the  Mason's  Lodge,  and  also  of  those  who  are  on 
promise  or  parole,  in  such  manner  as  to  their  wisdom  shall  seem  best,  and 
that,  for  this  purpose,  a  list  of  the  prisoners  is  herewith  sent;''  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  improper  for  Congress  to  enter  into  any  hear- 
ine  of  die  remonstrants  or  the  other  prisoners  in  the  Lodge,  they  being  in- 
habitants of  Pennsylvania ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  council  decline  giving:  &em 
a  hearine  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  their  letter  to  Congress,  that  it  oe  re- 
commended to  the  said  council  to  order  the  immediate  departure  of  such  of 
the  8^  prisoners  as  yet  refuse  to  swear  or  affirm  allegiance  to  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  Staunton,  in  Virginia. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  libel  "  Andrew  Caldwell  against  Wingate  Newman," 
vaa  lodged  with  the  secretary,  and  referred  to  the  committee  for  hearing 
and  determining  appeals. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  9,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  S6th  of  August,  from  colonel  O.  Morgan,  with  two  letters 
Vol.  IL  33         • 
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to  him  from  brigadier  Hand^  ordering  him  to  laj  in  provisioQi  for  2000 
for  6  months,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  delegate  from  Rhode-Island  and  Proridence  Plantations  laid  befim 
Congress  a  resolution  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  wkick 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  In  the  LoiifER  House,  Jiugust  22, 1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  appointed,  or  who  may  be  appointed  le  repre- 
sent this  state  in  Congress,  be,  and  they,  or  either  of  them,  are  hcrdij  em- 
powered to  represent  said  state  in  Congress,  until  they,  or  either  of  then, 
shall  hare  due  notice  of  their  re-election,  or  until  the  delegates  whom] be 
appointed  in  their  room,  shall  take  their  seats  in  Congress;  the  act  dire^B| 
the  election  of  the  said  delegates  for  one  year  to  the  contrary  notwithstasdiiii|. 
Voted  and  past ;  per  order,  J.  LYNDON,  Cfa*. 

In  the  Upper  House,  read  the  same  day  and  concurred. 

By  order,  R.  J.  HOLME,  deputy  SecTetanf.^ 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  eeneral  Putnam ;  and  one,  of  the  2d,  firtNB  P^ 
ter  Colt,  both  directed  to  W.  Buchanan,  commissary-general  of  purdttses, 
were  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Gerrj. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  resolution  reported  trom  the  cmmit- 
tee  of  the  whole ;  Whereupon,  it  was  moved,  that  it  be  divided,  and  tbe 
sense  of  Congress  taken  on  it,  reduced  to  distinct  propositions:  it  ^ns 
then  moved, 

That  the  interest  which  shall  arise,  after  the  date  of  tfiis  resolntiiO  oa 
loan-office  certificates  which  shall  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  former  reMla' 
tions  of  Congress,  be  anually  paid  at  the  respective  loan-offices  is  b^  o^ 
exchange,  on  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  in  Paris ; 


^ew-Han^hirt,  Mr.  Frost, 

FoLsom, 
Matta^ttU'Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Adamfl, 
Gcny, 
LovcU, 
yb.  Merchant, 
Blr.  Dyer, 

Williams, 
BfR  Duane, 
Mr.  Clark, 


JRhodC'Iiland^ 
Connecticut, 


JVWp-r«Hb, 


\Perm9yha1ua, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


^,'CarMina, 
S*- Carolina, 


Mr.  Wilson, 

Morris, 

Roberdcm, 

Clymer, 
Aur*  Reed* 
Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Harrison, 

R.H.Lee, 

Jonea, 
Blr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Middlcton» 

Ueyward, 

Lauren^ 


Witherspoon,  ay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  such  interest  be  piud  in  bills  of  exchange,  at  lil 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum ;  Whereupon,  an  amendment  was 
to  stike  out  '*  six"  and  insert"  five ;" 


J^ew-Ban^ohire,  Mr.  Folsom, 

Frost, 

Matoa'ttto-Bay  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Adams, 
Geny, 
Lorell, 
Marchant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Williams, 


Hhode-Mmd, 
Connecticut, 


Mw^ertey, 


Penmo^Boma,  Mr.  Iforris^ 

Clymer, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


^,- Carolina, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  nolj:^  l  S.^CaroSna, 
Clark,    *^         oyS^I 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Roberdeui; 

Wilson, 
Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Chase, 
Ifr.  Harrison, 

R.  H. 

Jones, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Bfr.  Heyward, 
Laurens, 


J 
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Congress  being^informed  that  colonel  Forman  was  at  the  door,  and  had  a 
messi^^e  fromeeneral  Washington : 

Ordered,  That  he  be  introduced. 

Colonel  Forman  being  introduced,  delivered  the  message  and  withdrew. 

Congress  having  received  information  from  general  Washing^n,  that  a 
sreat  part  of  the  enemy's  fleet  have  sailed  with  intention,  as  it  is  appre* 
bendea,  to  come  round  into  the  Delaware  river;  and,  whereas,  een.  Wash- 
ington hath  requested  that  a  proper  look*ottt  be  kept  up,  and-intelngence  sent 
him,  with  as  much  despatch  as  possible,  of  the  movements  of  the  said  fleet. 

Ordered,  That  the  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  in- 
formed thereof,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  attend  to  this  matter. 

Ordered,  That  gen.  Washington  appoint  a  proper  person  at  head -quarters 
to  write  to  the  president  twice  a  day,  or  oftener  if  necessarv,  and  give  in- 
formation of  the  position  and  movements  of  the  armies ;  and  that  the  board 
of  war  appoint  proper  expresses  for  conveying  the  said  letters  with  the  ut^ 
most  expedition. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

\^^EDNESDAY,  September  10,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  (^n.  WashingtoUi  eight  miles  from  Wilmincton ; 
one,  of  the  9th,  fron^  Dr.  Shippeii,  director-eeneral  of  the  hospital ;  also,  a 
return  of  sundries  received  from  Christiana-Bridge,  seized  by  col.  E.  Blaine, 
deputy  commissary-general  of  purchases,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army, 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Shippen,  and  the  return,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Andiony  nutler,  agent  to  major^en. 
Mifflin,  quarter-master  general,  agreeable  to  his  application  by  letter  to  Con- 
l^ess,  dated  6th  instant,  150,000  dollars  for  the  use  of  his  department,  and 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  commissary-^neral  of 
purchases,  100,000  dollars  for  the  use  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable : 

To  John  Mackenzie,  a  prisoner,  20  dollars,  to  defrav  his  travelling  ex- 
penses to  Fredericktown,  in  Maryland,  to  wUch  place  he  is  ordered  to  re- 
pair by  the  board  of  war. 

To  lieut.  de  la  Colombe,  for  his  pay  as  lieutenant  from  1st  December, 
1776,  to  Ist  September,  1777,  nine  months,  243  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be 
accountable : 

To  col.  Dugan,  by  the  hands  of  his  wife,  300  dollars  on  account  of  his  ar- 
rears of  pay, and  for  which  he  is* to  be  accountable: 

To  the  secret  committee  2500  dollars,  for  which  they  are  to  account,  and 
that  the  same  be  paid  by  warrant  on  (he  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Rhode- 
Island. 

Ordered,  That  the  quarter-master  general  lay  his  accounts,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  before  the  board  of  treasury,  in  order  for  adjustment,  and  immediately 
lay  before  Congress,  a  list  of  all  deputies  and  assistants  employed  in  the 
quarter-master's  department,  and  how  and  where  employed. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

Tbat  there  is  due  to  Dr.  John  Morgan,  lafe  director-general  of  the  Ame- 
rican hospitals,  the  balance  of  his  account-current  as  ^justed  by  die  com- 
missioners of  accounts  at  Hartibrd,  12th  July  last,  the  sum  of  613  40-90  dol- 
lars, and  the  farther  sum  of  200  dollars  which  he  advanced  to  Dr.  Warren, 


26e 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1777. 


ftorgeen  of  the  seneral  hospital,  to  defray  eipentes,  6kc.  which  sam  wms  st»leii 
from  the  said  Warren,  as  per  certificates  taken  on  oath  before  the  commi- 
sioners  at  Btamford,  and  which  the  board  of  treasarj  agrees  ahovkl  be  al- 
lowed to  Dr.  Morgan ; 

Alsoihe  pa?  ofdirector-general  from  Slst  December,  1776,  to  19th  Jo^r, 
lT77j  being  194  dajs,  at  6  dollars  a  day,  which  time  he  employed  in  ttkis^ 
accounts,  and  delivering  up  the  medicines,  hoopital-stores,  ami  aettlis^  ac- 
counts with  the  surgeons,  mates,  &c.  and  attending  the  commlsBiMers  at 
Hartford,  1164  dollars;  for  1179  rations  from  Slst  December,  1776, to  10th 
May,  at  8-90  dollar,  104  72-90  dollara,  and  for  567  rations,  from  lOth  May 
to  ISth  Jaly,  at  10-90,  is  63  dollars,  making  in  the  whole  2145  32-90d<AUi%: 

To  George  Everson,  his  account  for  removing  military  stores  from  diferent 
parts  of  New-Jersey  to  Philadelphia,  Itc.  last  winter,  also  expenses  as^ 
waces  as  assistant  commissary  ot  miliurr  stores,  from  10th  July,  1776,  t» 
16th  January,  1777^  he  having  been  employed  in  that  capacity  by  gov.  U- 
vinffston,  and  the  commissary-general  ot  the  department,  272  6S-90diillan: 

To  Adam  Good,  46  meals  supplied  continental  troops  oo  their  mardi  to 
camp,  5  18-90  dollara : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Jost  Driesbach,  and  a  letter  from  John  Smitkto 
R.  H.  Lee,  esq.  were  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  pay-master  for  the  North -Cantisa 
lig^t-horse,  m  the  service  of  the  continent ;  and,  the  ballots  being  takes, 

William  Hardy  was  chosen. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  from  1» 
committee  of  the  whole :  Whereupon, 

It  was  moved,  **  that  the  interest  which  shall  arise  after  the  date  ef  t^ 
resolution  on  certificates  already  issued  be  paid  in  bills  of  eichao^  f 


jn 


MvhEampihirei  Mr.  Folsom, 

Frost, 

•MoMo^fHt-Jiki^,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Adams, 


C9nneedcut, 


^cnhJirwsff 


•    Loveii 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Dver, 

Willkuns, 

Law, 
Mr.  WitherroooB, 

Clark, 


PenmylvatdOf 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


S.-CaroUna, 
Crtorgia, 


Mr.  Morris, 

Roberdeau, 

Wilson, 
Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Harrisoa, 

R.H.  Lce^ 

Jones, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 
Ifr.  Heywavd, 

LAurens, 
llr.  Brownson, 


•J 

a» 


"•3 

«|* 

So  il  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolution  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  read  and  amed  to^  vo* 

MiMolved,  That  the  interest  which  shall  arise  after  the  date  of  this 
iioa  on  loan-office  certiQcates  already  issued,  or  which  shidi  be  tai 
fore  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  be  annually  paid  at  the  respective  L 
ilces,  in  Inlls  of  exchange  on  the  commissionera  of  the  United  States  in 
at  the  rate  of  five  livres  of  France  for  every  Spanish  milled  dollar 'd« 
interest  as  aforesaid,  or  in  continental  bills  of  credit,  at  the  c^tioo  « 
respective  tendere : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  published. 

Ordered,  That  five  membere  be  added  to  the  committee  appmnted  to 
aider  the  letter  of  S.  Hopkins,  ^q.  and  the  proceedings  of  &e  comnai. 
from  New-Hampshire,  Masaachuaetto-Bay,  lUiode-Uand,  Connecticvt^ 
New- York : 

The  membera  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Gerry.  Mr*  Marchant,  Mr.  Mi 
and  Mr.  Dyer. 
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Oriendf  That  the  committee  prepare  an  earnest  recommendation  to  the 
seTeral  states  to  proceed  to  taxation,  and  that  the  said  committee  prepare 
an  estimate  of  the  quotas  to  be  raised  in  each  state  bjsuch  taxation,  having 
r^ard  to  their  present  circumstances,  condition  and  abilities,  but  with- 
out respect  to  the  ouota  hereafter  to  be  assigned  to  each  state  for  defray - 
inff^the  expense  of  the  war. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjoamed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow; . 

THURSDAY,  SepUmher  11,  1777.    * 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  and,  one,  of  the  11th,  from  R.  H.  Harrison,  were 
read,  the  last  informing,  that  the  enemy  are  advancing,  and  that  their  pre- 
sent appearance  indicates  a  disposition  to  pursue  the  route  by  Chad's  Ford  : 
Oriered,  That  the  last  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 
The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  **  to  consider  under  what  regula- 
tions and  restrictions  regimental  officers  shall  for  the  future  receive  their 
rations,"  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and* agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  bjr  the  24th  article  of  the  regulations  of  the  department  of  the 
commissaries,  it  is  provided,  "  That  no  provisions  be  issued  to  any  persons 
but  by  the  written  order  of  th^  commander  in  chief,  the  commander  of  any 
department,  the  quarter-master  general,  any  of  his  deputies  or  assistants,  the 
commanding  officer  of  a  party,  describing  the  person  in  whose  favor  such 
order  shdl  be  8;iven,  or  upon  a  return  sfgned  by  the  commanding  officer  of  a 
corps  or  detachment  thereof,  whether  commissioned  or  non-commissioned 
officer^  or  by  the  re^mental  quarter-master :"  and  whereas,  by  the  last 
clause  of  the  said  article,  the  issuing  commissaries,  upon  receiving  such  re- 
turns, have  considered  themselves  authorized  or  obliged  to  issue  provisions 
i  ndiscriminately  to  the  officers  and  privates  therein  contained,  and  many  in* 
conveniencies  have  arisen  therefrom; 

Bemlveds  That  the  officers  of  each  regiment,  corps  and  detachment,  be  em- 
fwwered  to  divide  themselves,  as  often  as  they  shall  think  proper,  into  messes, 
not  exceeding  six  to  a  regiment,  and  to  signiiy  the' same  to  the  officer  signing 
the  provision  return,  who  shall  thereupon  distinguish  in  each  return  the 
names  of  the  officers  so  divided  into  messes ;  and  the  issuing  commissaries 
are  respectively  directed  to  deliver  to  the  head  of  each  mess,  as  aforesaid, 
the  rations  due  to  the  same,  or  .such  part  thereof  as  the  head  of  the  mess 
shall  require,-  taking  receipts  for  the  same  en  the  respective  i)eturns,  and 
charging  the  whole  of  the  rations  delivered  to  the  officers  and  privates,  con- 
tains in  each  return,  to  the  proper  regiment,  corps,  or  detachment,  as  di- 
rected  in  the  22d  article  of  the  said  regulations. 
A  motion  being  made,  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Jones. 
Hie  committee  on  foreign  applications  laid  before  Congress  the  demands 
of  the  baron  de  Kalb  and  the  viscount  de  Mauroy,  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  the  gentlemen  who  accompanied  them,  for  their  expenses  on  this  conti- 
nent and  return  to  France : 
Ordered,  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
A  memorial,  from  IlavitI  Forman,  for  himself  and  partners,  was  read, 
praTiBg  for  a  nard  of  100  men  to  protect  salt-works,  which,  on  obtaining 
sttcn  a  guard,  they  undertake  to  erect : 
Ordmd,  That  it  be  dismissed. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Dr.  Allison  and  others  was  re- 
ferred, report,  ^  That  they  have  conferred  folly  with  the  printers,  &c.  in 
this  city,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  proper  types  for  printing  the  Bible  are 
uot  to  be  had  in  this  country,  and  that  the  paper  cannot  be  procured,  but 
^""^  such  diffieulties  and  sufcyect  to  soch  casualties,  as  render  any  depend- 


^ 


5^d 
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ance  on  it  altoj^ther  improper :  that  to  import  tjrpes  for  the  pvrpoae  of  set- 
ting  up  ao  entire  edition  ot  the  bible,  and  to  stnke  offSQ^OOO  GO|»et,  wHk 
paper,  binding,  &c.  will  cost  £.  10,272  10,  which  must  be  advanced  bj 
Congress,  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  sale  of  the  books :  that,  in  the  onintoo  sf 
the  committee,  considerable  difficulties  will  attend  the  procuring  uie  hrpci 
and  paper;  that,  afterwards,  the  risque  of  importing  them  will  coBsimit* 
bly  enhance  the  cost,  and  that  the  calculations  are  subject  to  sadi  laeer- 
tainty  in  the  present  state  of  afiairs,  that  Congress  cannot  nuckrel/mi 
them  :  that  the  use  of  tlie  Bible  is  so  universal,  and  its  importance  lo  great, 
that  your  committee  refer  the  above  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  ud  if 
Congress  shall  not  tliink  it  expedient  to  order  the  importation  of  types  anifi- 
per,  the  committee  recommend  that  Congress  will  order  the  couimittettf 
commerce  to  import  20,000  Bibles  from  Holland,  Scotland,  or  elsewhve, 
into  the  different  ports  of  tlie  states  of  the  Union :" 

Whereupon,  it  was  moved.  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed 
to.  import  20,000  copies  of  the  Bible  ; 
J^An^-Sompikire,  Mr.  Folsoro,  ^Inv     P^i*n*ifh)ama,     Mr.  WUson,  as'> 


Jita$8a*9tU'Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Adams, 


Conuecdcuif 


Mr$-Jer9ey9 


Geny, 

LoveU, 
Mr.  Marchtnt, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Law, 

Williams, 
,Mr  Duane, 
Mr*  Witberspooiii  atf' 

Clark, 


fly 


<V 


ay 


Delaware, 

Maryland^ 

Virginia, 


^.'CaniUna, 
S.- Carolina, 


GtOTgia, 


Mr.  Wilson, 

RoberdcMi, 
Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Haniaon, 

F.L.Lec, 

Jones^ 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Bfr.  Middleton, 

Hejnrard, 

Laurens, 
Mr.  Brownaofi, 


i» 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmati%'e.    A  motion  beine  made. 
Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponea  to  Satnrdaj  next 
Adjourned  to  six  o'clock^  P.  M.  at  which  time  met. 
And,  postponing  the  several  matters  to  this  day  referred, 
Adjoamed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  12,  1777. 

Congress  being  called  by  the  president  at  six  o'clock,  A.  M. 

A  letter,  of  tiie  11th,  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  from  R.  H.  Harrison  at  ChadV 
Ford,  and  one  of  the  same  date,  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M.  from  generml  Wash- 
ington, at  Chester,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  published. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock. 

T£N  o'clock,  a.  M. 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  New-Hiw^ 
shire,  for  the  use  of  their  state,  which  is  to  be  accoontude* 

Resolved,  That  an  express  be  immediately  sent  to  general  Patnan,  wiA 
orders  to  send  forward  the  1500  continental  troops,  lately  directed  to  beksli 
in  readiness,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  reinforce  the  army  under 
ral  Washington ;  and  that  general  Putnam  be  directed,  for  the 
pedition,  to  disencumber  the  troops  of  all  heavy 'baggage  and  su 
absolutely  necessary ;  the  heavy  bag^ijge  to  be  sent  after  them : 

That  an  express  be  sent  to  generalDickinson,  desiring  him  to 
ward,  with  all  possible  despatch,  with  the  miUtia  of  New^eraey,  to 
he  army  under  general  Washington. 

That  expresses  be  immediately  sent  to  bri||adier-general  Small  «ri 
coU  Gist,  directing  them  to  come  forward,  with  all  possible  despatch. 
the  continental  troops  and  militia  under  their  re^ctiyve  commands^  te 
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inforce  gen.  Washington's  army,  and  that  for  greater  despatch,  tliej  dis- 
encumber themselves  of  all  heavy  and  unnecessary  bae^ge : 

That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  be  re- 
quested, in  the  name  of  Coneress,  to  call  upon  the  militia  ot  Philadelphia, 
and  parts  adjacent,  to  so  fortn  immediately,  and  reinforce  general  Washing- 
ton's army,  for  the  de^nce  of  this  city : 

Tliat  an  express  be  sent  to  colonel  Gibson,  of  the  battalion  of  Viipnia 
troops  at  Alexandria,  to  desire  him  to  proceed  immediately  with  his  regi- 
ment to  reinforce  the  army  under  general  Washington,  provided  the  orders 
received  from  the  government  of  Virginia  do  not  prevent  him ;  and  if  he  is 
restrained  by  any  such  orders,  that  he  despatch  an  express,  without  delay, 
to  Williamsbarg,  and  inform  the  governor  and  council,  that  it  is  the  desire 
of  Cowess  that  the  said  regiment  be  immediately  sent  forward  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid ;  and  that  henold  himself  in  readiness  to  execute  the  orders 
ne  shall  receive  from  the  governor. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  there  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  governor,  S0,000  dollars,  the  Said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in 
the  state  of  Maryland,  in  favor  of  the  governor  of  the  said  state,  upon  his 
application,  for  30,000  dollars,  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  there  be  paid  to  Abner  Nash,  esq.  650  dollars,  in  discharge  of  two 
bills  drawn  by  John  Ashe,  esq.  public  treasurer  of  the  state  of  North-Caro« 
Una,  on  the  continental  treasurer,  expressed  to  be  for  payment  and  support 
1^  the  continental  troops  in  the  said  state ;  the  one  aated  the  5th  Muifeh, 
1777,  for  500  dollars,  m  favor  of  William  Drv,  esq.  the  other  dated  10th 
May,  1777,  for  150  dollars,  in  favor  of  James  Payenneville,  and  both  trans- 
ferred to  ike  said  Abner  Nash,  and  for  which  the  state  of  North-Carolina  is 
to  be  accountable ;  the  same  being  in  part  of  the  money  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress for  the  use  of  that  state : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Messrs.  Rudolph  &  Co.  3000  dollars  on  ac- 
count of  a  debt  due  to  them  from  the  United  states,  and  for  which  the  v  are 
to  be  accountable. 

An  appeal  from  a  sentence  passed  in  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state 
of  South-Carolina,  on  the  libel  Edward  Weyman  against  George  Arthur, 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  committee  for  hearing  and  determining 
appeals. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Ordered^  That  the  continental  navy-board,  without  delay,  provide  a  pro- 
per boat  or  vessel  for  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  one  for  Mons.  du  uou- 
drar»  to  con^^  them  and  their  attendants  and  bamge  to  New-Jersey. 

iesolvedt  lliat  the  commissary-general  of  purcnases  be  directed  to  por- 
diaae,  on  tiie  most  reasonable  terms  he  can,  30  hogsheads  of  rum,  and  that 
the  same  be  presented  to  the  army,  and  distributed  among  the  soldiers  in 
such  manner  as  the  general  shall  direct,  in  compliment  to  the  soldiers  for 
their  gallant  behaviour  in  the  late  battle  of  Brancly  wine. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Beptmher  13,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  gov.  Livingston,  was  read ;  also,  a  letter,  of  the 
^,  from  gov.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  to  gen.  Washington. 

A  memorial  from  George  Ewing,  commissary  of  hides,  was  read ;  Where- 
vpoD, 
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Ordered,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  G.  Ewiog,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  J.  Shallus,  at  Lancaster;  onei  of  the  13th, 
from  Mbns.  da  Coudray ;  and  one»  of  the  same  date,  from  the  contineAtai  na- 
vj-t»oard»  were  read. 

Hesolvedt  I1iat  gen.  Washineton  be  directed  to  giTe  the  necessary  orders 
for  completing  the  defences  of  Delaware  river,  and  to  employ  for  that  pur- 
'  pose  such  officers,  engineers  and  troops  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  Tliat  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  continental  nafj-board 
for  public  service,  the  said  board  to  be  accountable. 

Whereas,  Congress  have  received  information  that  Mons.  Lewis  deFlen- 
ry,  during  very  gallant  exertions  in  the  late  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  near  Bir- 
mingham meeting-house,  had  his  horse  shot  under  him : 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-master  general  present  him  with  a  horse,  as  a 
testimonial  of  the  sense  Congress  hare  of  Mons.  de  Fleurv's  merit. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  Dr.  Shippen,  director-general  of  the  hos- 
pital, for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  vmd  to  Thomas  Patton,  1 36  dollars,  for  102  days*  attendance 
as  messenger  of  Congress,  at  1  l-3d  dollars  day : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Mons.  Lotbinier,  chaplain  in  the  senrice  of  the 
United  States,  48  dollars  on  account  of  his  pay  ana  rations,  and  for  which  he 
is  to  be  accountable'. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  Mons.  du  Coudray,  with  im  account  of  the 
Flinch  officers  enclosed,  of  whom  he  proposes  to  lonn  a  company  of  toIuq- 
teers  to  join  tlie  army,  and  for  whom  he  solicits  brevet  commissions,  be  re* 
ferred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Besolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  order  a  court  of  enquiry  in- 
to the  conduct  of  brigadier-gen.  de  Borre  since  his  appointment,  and  that,  in 
the  mean  while,  brigadier-gen.de  Borre  be  recalled  from  the  army. 

A  letter  from  Mons.  du  Coudray  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SUNDAY,  September  14, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  13  th,  from  gen.  Wa&hington,  at  Germantown,  and  two,  of 
the  same  date,  from  ^en.  Dickinson,  were  read. 

The  president  informed  Congress  that,  in  consequence  of  the  resolution 
passed  yesterda^y,  brigadier-gen.  de  Borre  had  waited  on  him,  and  offered  to 
resign  his  commission : 

lUsolvedt  That  iiis  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  nom  Thomas  Wharton,  jun.  esq.  president  of  the 
council  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read,  requesting  an  adyance  of  200,000  dollars 
for  public  service ;.  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Pennsylnuua, 
forpublic  service,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  die 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  immediately  to  appoint  proper  and  discreet  persons 
to  take  into  possession  any  linens,  blankets  and  other  woollens,  shoes,  spirits 
and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  army,  which  they  may  find  in  any 
stores  or  ware-houses  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  giving  a  certificate  ex- 
pressing the  quantity  and  value,  and  to  cause  the  ^ods  so  taken  to  be  con- 
veyed to  some  secure  place  to  prevent  their  fkllmg  into  the  hands  of  tbe 
enemy. 

A  letter  of  the  3d,  and  one  of  the  10th,  from  gen.  Gates,  enclosing  copies 
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bf  sundry  tetters  that  passed  betweea  him  aod  lieutenaat-gen.  Burgojne  and 
brigadier-een.  Simon  Frazer,  were  read  : 

Ordered  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  jntelligence. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  direct  the  commissary-general  of  military 
stores,  to  apply  to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia,  for  an  order  to  remove  all  public  beJls,  in  Philadelphia,  to  a  place  of  se- 
cu  ritj,  upon  a  near  approach  ox  the  enemy  to  the  city. 

Congress  being  informed  that  some  of  the  towns  in  the  wegtern  division  of 
New-Jerser  are  plentifully  supplied  widi  blankets,  which  the  inhabitants  cat 
spare  for  tne  use  of  the  army, 

JRetolved^  That  the  president  write  to  the  governor  and  council  of  New- 
Jersey,  and  request  tnem  to  call  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  abovementioned 
^aces»  for  as  many  blankets  as  can  be  spared,  to  supply  the  soldiers  of  gen. 
Washington's  army,  many  of  whom  have  lost  their  blankets  in  the  late  battle 
of  Brandy  wine»  and  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  and 
that  the  cost  of  the  said  blankets  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  tfie  board  of  war  give  directions,  and  take  proper  measures, 
to  have  ten  pieces  of  brass  cannon  brought,  as  speedily  as  possible,  from 
Springfield,  to  the  west  side  of  Hudson's  river. 

Resolved,  That  general  Sullivan  be  recalled  from  the  army,  until  the  en- 
quiry, heretofore  ordered  into  his  conduct,  be  duly  made. 

Resolved,  That  if  Congress  shall  be  obliged  to  remove  from  Philadelphia* 
Lancaster  be  the  place  where  thej  shall  meet 

A  petition  from  the  Chevalier  de  Preudhommede  Borrewas  read,  praying 
to  have  his  wagon  till  hia  arrival  at  Charlestown,  atid  an  order  to  have  for- 
sge  for  his  horses,  he  engaging,  on  his  arrival  at  Charlestown,  to  send  the 
wan>n  back  to  the  continental  army ; 

Mesob^,  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted. 

llie  committee  on  the  treasury  brouo^ht  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  draw  bills  of  exchange  on  the  commissioners 
of  Congress  at  Paris,  in  favour  of  the  several  officers,  and  for  the  several 
sums  hereafter  mentioned,  the  said  bills  to  be  made  payable  at  thirty  days 
after  sight,  and  to  express  value  received  by  and  chargeable  to  Congress,  viz. 

A  set  in  favor  of  baron  de  Kalb  for  6000  livres  tournois ;  a  set  in  favor 
of  viscount  de  Mauroy  for  6000  do.  a  set  in  favor  of  Mons.  de  Leser  for 
7613  dOb  a  set  in  favor  of  Mons.  de  Valfort  for  7393  do.  a  set  in  favor  of 
the  chevalier  de  Franval  for  7200  do.  a  set  in  favor  of  the  chevalier  de  Fa- 
yolle  for  2400  do.  a  set  in  favor  of  Mons.  de  Vrigny  for  3200  do.  a  set  in 
nvor  of  the  chevalier  de  Buysson  for  4712  do.  a  set  in  favor  of  Mons.  du 
Bois  Martin  for  6353  do.  and  a  set  in  favor  of  Mons.  Canden  for  1800  do. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  following  gentlemen,  the  several  sums 
hereafter  specified,  to  defray,  with  the  sums  above  directed  to  be  drawn  in 
bills  of  exchange  on  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  in  their  favor,  the  expenses 
of  their  coming  from  France  and  returning  thither,  viz. 

To  baron  de  Kalb  500  dollars ;  to  Mons.  de  Leser  765  do.  to  Chevalier  de 
Fayolle  300  do.  to  chevalier  du  Buysson  200  do.  to  viscount  du  Mauroy 
500  do.  to  Mons.  de  Valfort  822  do.  to  Mons.  Vrigny  410  do.  to  Mons. 
Canden  300  do. 

Resolvedj  That  the  public  papers  be  put  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Clark,  and 
that  he  be  empowered,  upon  the  Congress  removing  to  Lancaster,  to  procure 
wagons  sufficient  for  conveyinjg  them  thither,  and  apply  to  general  Dickinson, 
or  any^  other  officer  commanding  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
who  IS  hereby  directed  to  furnish  a  guard  to  conduct  the  said  papers  safely 
to  Lancaster. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Afliourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
Vol,  II.  34 
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MONDAY,  Sfpttntber  15,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  TtiomaB  Wharton,  iao.  president  of  the  ciMidl 
«f  PennsjIvBuU ;  one,  of  the  8th,  Trom  John  Carter,  one  of  the  coumh- 
sioners  for  aud'tiiD^  kccouciIb  in  the  northern  department,  requesting,  as  ia- 
portaat  business  requires  his  immediate  presence  at  Boston,  th»t  another 
commisBioner  may  be  appointed  in  his  room  ;  also,  a  petition  from  II«krt 
White,  deputy  com misflary -general  of  issues,  requesting,  as  vpoo  (ri*l  Ae 
^lads  it  impossible  for  him  to  do  the  duties  of  the  office,  that  be  mMj  ban 
leave  to  resigri  hia  commiitBion,  were  read  : 

.    Raotetd,  That,  fnr  the  reasons  assigned,  Mr.  Carter  and  Mr.  Wlitchate 
feiTC  to  resigB  thejr  commisaions. 

A  letter,  from  Muds,  du  Couclrar  to  Mr.  Chase,  was  laid  before  ConiJTM 
and  r«ul,  wherein  he  requests,  for  himself  and  lundiy  gentlemea  who  u- 
companied  him  to  this  countrv  from  France,  to  have  an  opportunity  uf  fifitit- 
ing  in  the  Arherican  army,  wuhnot  running  the  risque  of  not  being  snWrcB 
oTexchKnge,  should  they,  by  the  fortune  ofwar,  be  made  prisoners  ;  iauia- 
W  that  any  rank  whicli  Congress  may  think  proper  to  give  hiiu  and  tkas 
will  t>e  acceptable,  Asking  fur  himself  only  the  rank  of  captain,  for  the  caa-  | 
utissioned  omcers  who  accompanied  him,  the  rank  of  lieutenants,  and  for  tfct 
non-commianiuned  officers  the  rank  uf  eosiEns;  Whereupon,  j 

Raalced,  That  his  request  be  complied  with,  and  tnat  cooiiuisaioai  he 
made  out  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  1^00  dollars  be  advanced  to  Uons.  du  Condraj,  far  iiai- 
telf  and  the  icentlemen  uho  accompanied  him,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Xetuloed,  That  a  commander  of  the  horse  be  appointed  with  ttverukofa 
brindier;  the  ballots  being  taken,  count  Pulaski  was  elected. 

Reinilved,  That  Mr.  fredertck  de  Bedauli  be  appointed  i  captua  br  , 
brevet,  and  receive  the  pay  and  rations  annened  to  that  rank  from  the  Mia 
May  last. 

A  deposition  being  laid  before  Con^s»,  containing  in  fomi  at  ion  tfaMA- 
spiracy  being  formed  against  the  United  States,  ancfintended  to  be  put  \a 
execution  within  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  whereas  it  may  hapeea  that 
aome  persons  may  be  concerned  in  it,  who  are  not  under  the  jarisdictioa  of 
that  state; 

Jtesotvul,  ThatCoDgTHs  will  co-operate  with  the  said  state  in  tracnwlW 
said  conspiracy,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  other  states,  v^ithiK  wMic 
jurisdiction  any  of  the  conspirators  may  reside,  to  co-operate  in  tb«  i 
manner  with  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  )oaM-aS< 
tbestate  of  Penasyivania.in  fi 
of  purchases,  for  3200  dollars, 
to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  100,000  dol 
shira,  and  that  the  same  be  p 
loan-oflice  in  the  said  state  li 
the  confmisaioner  of  the  loan- 
50,000  dollars,  the  said  state  o 

The  assembly  of  Peonsylva 
their  state,  an  extract  from  tht 

"II*  OENERAL  ABaEUBI.V  Of  P 

"  Agreeable  to  the  order  of 
fion  of  the  choosing  new  deleg 
was  resolved,  thit  new  delegi 
than  B.  Smith,  esq.  who  has 
Clymer,  esqrs.  who  are  hereby 
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ed  to  the  said  electio9  by  baUot,  when  Josefih  Reed^  esq.  William  Cliagap» 
eaq.  and  Dr.  Samuel  Dumekd,  were  dul j  elected. 
^Extract  from  the  minutes, 

"  J.  MORRIS,  CUstk  of  Ji$8mHif:' 

Jlesalvedy  That  another  major-general  be  appointed  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States;  the  ballots  being  taken,  baron  de  Kalb  was  elected. 
7'he  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed} 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  16, 1777. 

A  letter^  of  the  15th,  from  governor  Livingston,  at  Haddonfield,  wfis  read? 
requesting  a  supply  of  ammunition  :  Whereupon, 

llesohed.  That  the  commissary-general  of  military  stores  be  directed  to 
supoly  the  state  of  New -Jersey  with  the  quantity  of  cartridges  mentioned 
in  me  resolve  of  the  assembly  of  that  state,  dated  the  15th  of  September, 
taking  care  that  a  sufficient  quantity  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  army  un- 
der general  Washington  ;  but  if  the  quantity  of  cartridges  aforesaid  cannot 
safely  be  spai-ed,  that,  in  that  case,  he  supply  the  quantity,  of  powder  and 
lead  mentioned  in  the  said  resolve. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  general  Dickinson,  at  Trenton;  one,  of  thja 
15tb>  from  gen.  Washington,  at  the  Buck-Tavern,  and  another  of  the  same 
day,  from  him»  dated  camp>  between  the  Warren  and  White*Horse-Tavern8, 
were  read. 

Betoi^ftd,  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsyl- 
▼aw  be  informed  of  general  Washii^tou's  desire,  tliat  the  provisions  in 
this  city  should  be  removed  to  a  place  of  safety  ;  reserving  only  what  may 
be  nece9^ary  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  and  for  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand; and  that  the  president  and  council  be  desired,  in  the  name  of  this 
Confess,  to  take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  have  the  same 
earned  into  execution  ;  also,  that  the  president  and  council  be  requested 
to  exert  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to  obtain  from  this  city  as  many  Uank- 
eU  as  possible,  and  with  the  greatest  expedition,  as  the  general  represents 
ininv  of  the  soldiers  to  be  without  blankets,  and  that  their  health  will  be 
much  exposed  by  remaining  so. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-o£Bce  in 
the  stite  of  Connecticut^  for  200,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  William  Budianan, 
esq.  commissary -general  of  pufcbases,  for  the  use  pf  the  northara  depart* 
mta^,  the  said  coriimisaary-aeneral  to  be  accountable  i 

That  thtMre  be  advanced  to  the  said  W.  Buchanan,  esq.  commissary rge- 
neral  of  purchases,  fiOO^OQO  dollaf  s,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  he  to  ha. 
aixoniitahle. 

Sundry  letters  and  invoices  of  cargoes  imported  in  the  Neptune,  eaptaia 
laaae  Im,  and  the  Success,  captain  Cabbot  Qerrish,  from  Bilboa  to  Boston, 
were  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

MeaUped,  That  tiie  oommissary-fieReral  of  issues,  the  quartar-master  ge- 
neral, the  coosmisaary -general  of  military  stores,  the  director-'general,  and 
alothter-generai,  be  severally  directed  to  remove  without  delay,  to  Bethle- 
hem, or  some  other  place  of  safety,  the  patients,  or  staires  belonging  to  their 
respective  departments,  ordered  lo,  or  aepo^ted  in,  Trenton. 

Ordered^  That  a  wairSint  issue  on  the  commiasiotier  of  the  loan<^ffice  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  fhvor  of  the  committee  of  commerocy  for 
5000  dollars,  for  which  they  are  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  said  U>an-officer  for  ftOQO  dollars,  in  favor  of 
the  continental  navy -board  in  Philadelphia,  they  to  be  accountable ; 
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That  there  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  25,000 
dollars,  to  discharge  a  bill  drawn  oo  them  bj  that  state,  in  favor  of  col.  Job 
White,  and  that  it  be  considered  as  part  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  tk 
military  chest  in  the  said  state,  and  for  which  the  saia  state  is  to  be  ic- 
countable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  for  the  state  of  Georgia,  SOOOdol- 
lars,  out  of  the  sum  appropriated  to  that  state  on  account  of  its  claim  igmst 
the  United  States  for  expenditures  for  the  public  service,  forwhicb  smn  &e 
said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  15th  from  g;eiLWttk- 
inffton :  Whereupon,  it  was  moved  to  be  resolved, 

That  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  for  the  recall  of  geeenl 
Sullivan  from  the  armyia  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs,  be  left  t0 
the  discretion  of  general  Washington  until  further  orders : 

To  which  it  was  moved  to  add,  *'  And  that  Congress  submit  to  the  dtscre- 
tion  of  general  Washington,  whether  it  would  not  be  adviseable  to  place  tlie 
Maryland  and  Delaware  troops  under  the  command  of  some  other  major•*^ 
neral,  it  being  at  the  request  of  the  delegates  of  those  states  ?''  The  qoestM 
put  on  the  aciaition ; 


no  yn» 


Delaware, 
Maryland^ 

firginiat 


^■.'CaroHnOt 

S.-CaroUnOi 
Chprgia, 


Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Chase, 

W.  Smithy 
Mr.  Haniaoii, 

Jones, 

R.  H.  La^ 
Mr.  Borke, 

Penn, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Wsiton, 

Brownaoiiy 


\v 

3*- 


^,'Ham^hire,  Mr.  Folsoro, 
Mana^Ut'Bayt  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Adams, 

Gerry, 

Lovell, 
JRhode^Aland,    Mr.  Marchant, 
Connecticut^     Mr.  Dyer, 

WSliams, 

Law,- 
^ew-Jlenejft      Mr  Elmer, 
Pennoyhmiaf  Mr.  Morris, 

Roberdeau, 

8o  it  was  passed  in  the  negative. 

Question  to  agree  to  the  first  motion,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  SepUmber  nA777. 

A  letter,  of  tiiis  daj,  from  governor  Livingston^  and  one  enclosed  toll* 
from  general  Dickinson,  were  read ;  Whereupon, 

Hesolvedj  That,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  it  be  left  to  theii- 
cretion  of  governor  Livingston,  to  retain  the  whole  of  the  milttim  of  1^* 
Jersey  for  Sie  defence  of  that  state,  or  to  send  a  part  of  the  said  odfitf* 
reinforce  the  arm j  under  general  Washington,  as  circumstances  anajB^ 
it  necessary: 

That  governor  Livingston  be  requested  to  afford  every  assiatasee  VaNiR 

Eower  for  the  speedy  removal  of  the  public  stores  from  Trenton  to  Bn^ 
em,  or  some  other  place  of  safety. 
Chrdered,  That  copies  of  the  letters  received  from  gov.  Livii^stss  tf 
gen.  Dickinson,  be  forwarded  immediately  to  general  Washingtiui. 
Whereas,  Mons.  du  Coudray,  colonel  tsiiisaaier  in  the  tenrice  of 
Christian  Majesty,  the  king  of  France,  and  commander  is  diief  of  the 
tillery  in  the  French  colonies  of  America,  gallantly  offered  to  jma  tkft "" 
rican  army  as  a  volunteer,  but,  in  his  way  thither,  was  most  un 
drowned  tn  attempting  to  cross  the  Schtiylkill : 

Resolved,  That  the  corpse  of  the  said  Mons»  du  Coudray  he  intensi 
the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the  honors  of  war ;  and  thst' 
town-major  carry  this  order  into  execution. 
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Whereas,  notwithBtanding  the  brave  exertioiiR  of  the  American  arroj^ 
the  citj  of  Philadelphia  maj  poasibl  j,  bj  the  fortone  of  war,  be,  for  a  time, 
poeBcascd  by  the  enemy's  army,  which  availing  itself  of  the  provisions  and 
other  necessarr  supplies  now  in  it,  may  be  enabled  to  prosecute  the  war 


supplies  now  in  it,  may  be  enabled  to  prosecute 
with  vigor ;  and  whereas  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  liberties  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  most  effectual  and  speedy  means  should  be  adopted 
forsecnrine,  for  the  use  of  the  American  army,  every  article  which  may  be 
necessary  ror  their  equipment  and  subsistence ;  and  whereas,  from  the  near 
approach  of  the  enemy's  army,  and  by  the  wicked  arta  of  extortioners,  en- 
grossers and  others,  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America,  it  may  be  impracti- 
cable to  collect  in  time,  and  by  wajr  of  regular  purchase,  a  competent  sup- 
ply ;  and  whereas  it  may  be  essential  to  the  public  welfare,  that  Congress 
should  adjourn  to  some  place  more  remote  than  this  citv  from  the  scene  of 
action,  in  order  that  its  deliberations  may  be  conducted  without  intemip- 
tion;  therefore, 

Renloedt  That  seneral  Washington  be  authorized  and  directed  to  sus- 
pend all  officers  who  shall  misbehave,  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  the 
American  army,  under  the  rank  of  (brigadiers,  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress 
shall  be  communicated ;  to  take,  wherever  he  may  be,  all  such  provisions 
and  other  articles  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  comfortable  subsistence  of  the 
anny  under  his  command,  paying  or  giving  certificates  for  the  same :  to  re- 
move and  secure,  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners,  all  goods  and  effects  which 
may  be  serviceable  to  the  enemy ;  provided,  that  the  powers  hereby  vested 
shall  be  exercised  only  in  such  narts  of  these  states  as  may  be  within  the 
drcnmference  of  70  miles  of  the  head -quarters  of  the  American  army,  and 
shall  continue  in  force  for  the  space  of  60  days,  unless  sooner  revoked  by 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  die  public  fiiith  be  pledeed  for  the  payment  of  the  pro- 
visions or  other  articles  to  be  taken,  and  lor  which  certificates  shall  have 
been  given,  at  such  prices  as  are  expressedin  the  certificates ;  or,  if  the 
piices  are  not  expressed,  to  be  paid  for  as  the  same  shall  be  valued  by  com- 
misnonera  for  that  purpose  to  be  hereafter  appointed  by  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Bir.  Frost  have  leave  of  absence  for  recovery  of  his  health. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  executive  cqnncil  of  Pennsylvania,  in  an- 
swer to  ^e  resolves  of  yesterday,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  general  Washington. 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  met,  and,  postponing  the  several  matters  to  this  day  referred, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  September  18,  1777. 

A  tetter,  of  the  17tb,  from  general  Washington,  at  the  Yellow-Springs, 
was  read. 

Beeolvedj  That  the  order  for  removing  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  hos- 
pital stores  from  Trenton,  be  suspended. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  colonel  Joseph  Wood,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  transmitted  to  general  Washin^on. 

A  memorial  from  col.  Flower  was  read,  together  with  a  list  of  the  corps 
of  the  artillerr,  artificers  and  other  officers  under  the  command,  and  in  the 
deurtment  oi  the  commissary -general  of  military  stores ;  Whereupon, 

metdvedj  lliat  commissions  be  granted  to  the  said  officers,  agreeable  to 
their  respective  ranks. 

RemAved,  That  chaplains  be  appointed  to  the  hospitals  in  the  several  de- 
partments, and  that  their  pay  be  each  60  dollars  a  month,  and  three  rations  a 
day,  and  forage  fur  one  horse  : 
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TKe  Rev.  Mr.  Noah  Cuok  wti  elected  ch«pl»in  of  the  bMfHtaU  ifi  the 
Mttcni  department. 

AewJtW,  Thnt  inajor-geo.  Amutron^  be  directed,  forthirith.  to  cwiltaU 
the  prinliDE-preitea  and  types  in  thu  city  and  GermantowD,  t»  be  ivwatntl 
to  lecure  placei  in  the  csuntrj',  eicepting  Mr.  Bradbtd'e  press  in  tkis  citj, 
with  £ng;l»h  tvpe*. 

Haolved,  l^t  there  be  paid  to  Knbert  Towers,  acting  aa  cvmmiinr^  «f 
military  store),  and  continental  armourer,  from  19th  NoTembar,  lTTSftml9A 
May,  iTT7,  two  dollars  a  day,  including  the  keepine of  a  hone. 

Aietter,  of  the  16th,rro)ngeu.  Putnam, at  Feekwill,  was  rMit. 

The  leverd  matters  to  this  day  roferred,  being  puetpODt^ 

Adjourned  (o  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

During  the  adjournment,  the  president  received  a  letter  from  caI.  Haail- 
ton,one  uf  gen.  Washin^ii's  aids,  which  intimated  the  neceasitr  «  " 
inc  the  Congress  immediately  Irom  Philadelphia  ;  Whrreupaa,  the 
left  the  city,  and,  agreeaUj  to  the  reaoWe  of  the  14th,  repaired  to  ' 

LANCASTER,  SATURDAY.  Septmber  i7,  1777-  ' 

A  letter,  of  the  l.'ith,  from  R;eneral  Ostes,  at  the  hmghts  above  BehnMolir    ' 
one,  of  tfae  16th,  from  culoa^  Gist,  at  diristtona-bridge  t  one.  of  the  Ifidt,    | 
from  cu).  Gibson,  at  Alexandria  ;  and  one,  of  the  23d,  frcm  ^en.  Weah^lae, 
at  Poitflgrure,  were  read  ; 

A  letter  from  brigadier-gen.  Conway,  oi|e  from  oil.  G.  Morgan,  it  Fwt- 
Pitt,.  with  several  papers  enclosed,  and  a  letter  Iron  tkt  baron  de  Uh  to 
col.  R.  H.  Lee,  were  read  ; 

Ordtred,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  nf  the  t6th,from  Joseph Tmnibu  11,  was  read: 

Ordtrid,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  oftrcssary. 

Mtaolt%d,  That  the  board  of  war  he  directed  to  co-opente  wilfa  gMmt 
Washington  in  devising  and  carrying  into  execation  eiectanl  ■M-iirasfcff 
supplying  the  army  with  lire -«rm 8,  shoes,  blankets,  stockings,  \ — -ririrtns,  li 
other  necessaries  ;  sad  that,  in  executing  this  business,  tkese  colIoeliaBsbe 
confined,  as  nueh  as  circuuiatJtnces  will  admit,  to  persooi  mt  diaiBlrlu^  aai 
equivocal  characters. 

Rtsoh'td,  Thai  thn  trrninrj  hnarrl  dirrrt  thn frnitmrnr  with  all  liii iwiiasi.   ' 
formN,  &c.  to  repair  lo  the  town  of  York,  in  Pennayivaaia. 

AdjuDrned  to  York -town,  there  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  at  teoo'clock-- 

yORK-TOWN,  TUESDAY,  BrfUmber  30,  1777. 
Met  and  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Octofrn- 1, 1777. 

Congress  having  appointed  the  Re 
lisoD  (hdr  chaplains,  and  the  latter  h< 

JUsolrtil,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.Oeoi] 

Reaolcfd,  That  the  appointments  < 
as  to  chaplains  of  the  hospitals  in  the 

Hetolved,  That,  till  furtlier  orders, 
M.  sit  till  one,  then  adjourn  to  four. 

A  memorisi  from  Daniel  and  Sama 
de  Kalb,  were  read ; 

Ordtred,  That  they  be  referred  to 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broi 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on 
Connecticut,  and  another  on  the  cum 
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in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  each  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Joseph  Trum- 
bull, esq.  late  commissary-general,  on  his  application  bj  letter,  ilated  Hart- 
ford, September  I6th,  177/ f  to  discharge  his  engagements  in  tliat  depart- 
ment, and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  18th,  one  of  the  19th,  and  one  of  the  29th,  of  September* 
ArongeD.  Washington  ;  two,  of  the  22d  of  September,  from  geneial  Gates, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed  ;  five  from  brigadier-gen.  R.  Howe,  at  Charles- 
ton, viz.  one  of  the  25th  August,  two  of  the  £8th,  one  of  the  29th  August,  and 
one  of  the  12tli  of  September  ;  a  letter  and  memorial  from  A.  Gwinnett,  of 
Geoi|pa ;  a  letter  from  Jolin  Adam  Treutlan,  governor  of  Geoi7i;ia,  with  sun- 
dry Bapers  enclosed ;  one  from  lieutenant-col.  Hale ;  one  from  col.  Lewis 
Nicola,  and  one  from  Barnabas  Deane,  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  Monsieur  de  Borre  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  dismissed. 

A  petition  from  Abraham  Kimham,and  one  from  James  Hallet,  were  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  oVlock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  October  2,  \777. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Gates  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter,  of  the  25th  August,  from  brigadier-gen.  Howe,  be  referred 
lo  the  medical  committee. 

Besolved,  That  the  resignation  of  brigadier-geh.  Gadsden  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  28th  and  29th  August,  and  12th  September, 
from  brigadier-gen.  Howe,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  wax*. 

That  tlie  letters  from  Mrs.  Gwifiuett,  and  the  governor  of  Georgia,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Brown8or>,and  Mr.  Harnett. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  lieutenant-col.  Hule  be  referred  to  the 
committee  for  conducting  the  efiquiry  into  the  causes  of  the.  loss  of  Ticonde- 
roga,and  the  conduct  of  the  general  officers  in  that  department. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Mr.  Lawrence,  commissioner  of  the 
loan-office  in  Connecticut,  for  20,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Barnabas  Deane, 
the  same  being  in  liea  of  a  like  order  in  his  favor,  dated  6th  May  last,  which 
was  presented  for  payment  18th  August,  but  has  not  been  paid,  the  order  be- 
ing lost. 

^  A  letter,  of  17th  September,  from  Jeremiah  Powell,  president  of  the  coun- 
cil of  Massachusetts- Bay,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Joshua  Loring, 
British  commissary  of  prisoners,  to  Or.  Benjamin  Church,  proposing  an  ex- 
change 4)f  Dr.  M* Henry,  of  Philadelphia,  for  him,  was  read ;  Whereupon^ 

It  was  moved  to  comply  with  the  proposal ; 

Question  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th  Sept.  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th  August,  and  two«  of  the  llth  September,  from  J.  Rut- 
ledee,  president  of  South-Carolina,  were  read : 

Ordered,  lliat  the  letter  of  the  llth,  respecting  prisoners,  be  referred  to 
the  marine  committee,  and  the  other  two  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  30th  September,  from  Issac  Melchior,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Daniel  Batwel,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  or  auditor-general  of  the 
United  States^,  or  on  either  of  them,  to  pay  to  Josias  Clapham,  esq.  colonel 
of  a  reg:iment  of  militia  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  2000  dollars,  for  the 
use  of  the  said  regiment,  he  to  be  accountable. 
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A  memonal,  from  Mons.  le  Bran,  and  a  letter  from  Jokn  Dorsius,  and  one, 
from  brigadier-xenerai  Howe,  relative  to  eight  French  officers,  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  memorial  from  the  ReT.  Mr.  Daniel 
Batwef,  setting  forth,  **  that,  on  a  charge  of  being  concerned  in  a  conspiracy 
to  destroy  the  continental  magazines  in  this  state,  he  was  in  custody  of  the 
keeper  of  the  gaol  of  York  county,  by  virtue  of  a  commitment,  until  Con- 

Sress  or  the  supreme  executive  councu  of  this  state  should  take  further  or- 
er  touching  him,  or  until  he  should  be  otherwise  discharged  according  to 
law ;''  and  it  appearing  to  Congress,  by  the  certificate  of  Dr.  Ja^ieson  that  the 
ntemorialist  is  so  much'  emaciated,  by  a  complication  of  disorders,  that  his 
life  will  be  endagered,  unless  he  be  removed  from  the  said  gaol : 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  president  and  supreme  exe- 
cutive council  of  this  state,  to  take  such  order  relative  to  the  memorialist  as 
they  shall  think  proper ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  keeper  of  the  gaol 
be  directed  to  remove  the  petitioner  from  the  sidd  gaol  to  some  other  safe  and 
proper  place,  and  there  grant  him  every  indulgence  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation of  his  health,  consistent  with  the  safe-keeping  of  his  person ;  and 
that  the  commanding  officer  in  this  place  afford  the  necessary  assistance  of 
guards  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  articles  of  confederation  be  taken  into  consideration 
to-morrow  morning,  at  1 1  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary-general  of  provisions,  the  quarter-master 
general  and  their  deputies,  respectively,  be  directed  to  provide  and  supply, 
in  the  places  where  Congress  may  meet,  such  articles  of  their  respective 
departments  as  may  be  required  by  the  several  meuibers  thereof,  for  the  use 
of  themselves,  their  servants  and  horses,  the  said  members  paying  the  cost 
of  the  said  articles ;  and  that  this  resolution  extend  to  the  secretaries, 
treasurer  and  the  officers  of  the  several  boards  and  committees  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  lliat  the  treaty  made  by  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Silas  Deane, 
at  Paris,  the  17th  February,  \777,  with  the  chevalier  du  Portail  and  others, 
be  confirmed  and  ratified  as  far  as  it  relates  to  Mons.  de  Laumoy. 

Abetter  from  W.Buchanan,  commissary  general  of  purchases,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  the  chevalier  de  Preudhommede  Borre  was  read. 

"^The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  3,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  Ist,  and  one  of  the  12th  September,  from  captain  N.  Bid' 
die,  of  the  Randolph  frigate,  the  first  containing  charges  against  lieut- 
Panatier  de  laFolconer;  one,  of  the  26th  August,  and  one,  of  die  12th 
September,  from  John  Dorsius ;  also,  two  letters  of  intelligence  respecting 
stores  and  clothing,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  Qie  intelligence  respecting  stores  and  clothing  be  kept  se- 
cret, and  that  the  committee  of  commerce  pursue  such  measures  as  they 
juds;e  proper  in  consequence  thereof. 

The  committee  on  tne  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  James  Hays,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  of  ex- 
change assigned  to  him  by  John  Ashe,  esq.  public  treasurer  of  the  state  of 
North-Carolina,  on  the  continental  treasurer,  250  dollars,  being  for  pay  and 
subsistence  of  the  continental  troops  raised  in  that  state ;  tiie  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  in  part  of  the  money  heretofore  ap- 
propriated for  the  use  of  that  state. 
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Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Xesolvedp  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  appointing  commissionen  to 
audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  Georgia  a^inst  the  United  States. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report^  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
IVhereupon,  it  was  moved, 

"  That  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  board  of  war,  respectinj; 
the  baron  de  Kalb,  be  postponed ;  that  a  copy  of  the  baron's  letter  to  R  nl 
Lee,  esq.  of  the  28th  September,  and  of  brigadier-general  Conway's  letter 
to  Congress  of  the  25th  September,  be  transmitted  to  general  Washington, 
and  that  he  direct  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  priority  of  rank  between 
the  baroa  de  Kalb  and  general  Conway  in  France^  and  report  the  same  to 
Congress:" — Question  put; 


^ew^&unptMre^  Mr.  Fokom, 
Mant^iU'Say^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Admis, 
Gerry, 
Lorell, 
Jik9d6-Mandf   Mr.  Marchant, 
CvtmtcHeuit      Mr.  Dyer, 

Law, 
Williams, 
AV«-r»rJb,        Mr.  thiane, 

Ihicr, 
Pama^tdmOi   Mr.  Koberdeau, 


MtfyUmdf 
Virginia^ 

vV.-Caroffna, 
S.-CaroSnat 

Gewrgia^ 


Mr.  Chase, 
Carroll, 

Ifr.  Harrison, 
Jones, 
T.  L.  Lee, 
R.  H.  Lee, 

Jrfr.  Pcnn, 
Hslm^ft, 

&tr.  Middleton, 
Hfejrward, 
Laurens, 

^.  Brownson, 


d^. 


no 

fly. 

noj 

ayy 

fioS.fto 

no  VfE0 


flf 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  seYeral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjo«rned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Octoh^  4,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th  September,  from  Charles  Stewart,  commissary^ge- 
neral  of  issues,  and  one  of  this  day  from  the  Gheratier  de  Borre,  were  read : 

OnferMt,  That  such  part  of  Mr.  Stewart's  letter  as  relates  to  moiiey,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  the  remainder  to  the  beard  of  war. 

Congreas  took  into  consideration  ^e  letter  of  the  1st,  from  MonSi  Preod:* 
homme  de  Borre,  wherein  he  asks  to  be  made  a  major ^^neral,  and  complatM 
of  being  condemned  before  he  was  heard ;  and  considering  that  Congreso 
liftd  ordered  an  enquiry  into  the  condact  of  Mr.  de  Borre,  and  that  he,  feing 
notified  thereof,  did,  on  the  1 4th  of  September,  wait  on  the  president  with  air 
ofer  to  resiipi  bis  commission  of  brigadier-geHeral ;  and  h»  res^atioa  be*- 
ing  acce|>te3, 

Beaolvtdp  That  Congress  do  not  consider  hinr  asan  officer  in  the  servicer 
of  the  United  States,  lie  having  resigned  his  commission ;  and  Mmt  his  re- 

Snestto  be  made  a  major-eeneral,ortobe  further  employed  in  the  service  of 
^e  United  States,  cannot  be  complied  with. 

A  motion  was  made,  "  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order 
3000  stands  of  the  arms  expected  from  Springfield,  to  the  state  of  Maryland, 
to  bo  delivered  to  the  governor  and  council  of  that  state,  thft  arms  so  deli* 
Tered  to  be  charged  to  that  state;"  on  motion  made,  and  question  put, 

Baobfed,  That  tlie  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Congress  was  moved  to  pass  the  following  resolution :  "  Whereas,  it  ap- 
pears by  letters  to  Congress  from  John  Adam  Treutlan,  esq.  ^vernor  of 
Georgia,  and  particularly  by  ^ne  dated  19th  Jone'last,  that  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  exectttive  powers  of  government  in  die  state  of  Georgia,  that  Congress' 
should  take  under  their  consideration  the  several  accusations  against  George 
M4Btosh,  and  determine  on  the  case,  and  for  that  pnrpose  have  transmitted 
to  Congress,  divers  minutes  of  council  and  assembly,  together  with  certified 
copies  of  depositions  relative  to  the  said  case,  and  had  for  that  purpose  order- ' 
ed  that  the  said  M^ntosh  shouldbe  condi^cted  under  guard  to  Philadelphia; 
Vol.  II.  35 
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and  whereas,  the  said  George  M'lntoshhas  signified  his  con&ent  to  sabmittd 
an  enquirj,  br  a  committee  of  Congress,  into  the  causes  of  his  commitmeit: 

Besolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  tk 
letters,  depositions,  and  other  papers  which  have  been  received  tromgoremr 
Treutlan,  be  authorized  to  inform  the  said  G.  M'Intosh,  now  atteDdiogtk 
orders  of  Coneress,  of  the  accusations  allied  against  him,  and  to  mnii 
him,  if  he  shall  require  it,  with  copies  of  the  depositions  and  other  erw/fflce 
in  support  of  the  charge,  to  hear  and  receive  such  answers  ashenayoi^rin 
his  defence,  and  report  the  whole  to  Congress." 

The  question  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  governor  Trediii, 
with  the  papers  accompanying  them,  were  referred,  be  discharged  fnmcMb 
sidering  them ; 


no' 


no 


^ew-Eamp»ldretMr-  Fo)80in» 
MioMio^sttt'Bayt  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Adams, 
Geny, 
LoveU, 
ICr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Law, 
Williams^ 
Mr.  Duane, 
Duer, 
Pmrntyhvama,     Mr.  Roberdeau,    nB\na 


Connecticut^ 


^ew'Tork 


Manfland, 


Virginia, 


^.'CaroUna, 
S,'Cqtolinaf 


Oemrgia, 


Mr.  Chase, 
Carroll, 
8mith» 

Mr.  HarrifOOf 
F.  L.  Lee, 
Jones, 
R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Pemi, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Middkton, 
Heyward, 
Laurens, 

Mr.  Brownson, 
Walton, 


'I 

m 
m 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  res|>ectine  George  M^Tntosh ;  and,  on  motion 
jResolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  tilt  Mondf  b^- 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Mons.  de  Romanet,  Mohs.  dv  V^ 
Mons.  Viliefraiiche,  Mons.  Ffinfant,  Mons.  Niverd,  Moos,  fosff^^ 
Mons.  Fooquet,  jun.  lately  arrived  from  France,  to  tender  their  ^^^^ 
t^  United  States,  each  100  dollars,  for  which  they  shall  be  respectlTelji^ 
€o«ntable. 

Resoh^,  That  the  commissary-general  of  issues  be  supplied,  frfs^ 
to  time,  wit^  money  Ibr  the  payment  of  the  several  officers  and  ^^' 
penses  c^his  department,  out  of  the  continental  treasnry,  for  which  p>^ 
he  is  to  apply  to  Congress,  and  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditsni^ 
^t  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  him  or  his  agent,  oa  account  of  tte^ 
department,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Four  o'clock,  P.,  M. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  two  letters  to  Willita^ 
nan,  esq.  commissarv-general  of  purchases ;  one  from  Peter  Colt,  ftf^ 
the  other  from  gen.  Putnam,  on  the  subject  of  the  commissary's  dtfU^ 
brought  in  a  report,  wluch  was  taken  into  consideration ;  WhereapoOi 

Resolved,  That  if  the  deputy  commissary-ffeneral  of  purchases,  or^ 
sues,  appointed  for  the  eastern  district,  shall  decline  to  accept  of.  ^^j^ 
in,  their  respective  offices,  major-gen.  Putnam,  the  commanding  ofr^ 
Peekskill,  or  the  commanding  officer  there  for  the  time  being,  beaith^ 
and  directed  to  appoint  suitable  persons  to  those  respective  offices,  QC 
of  tliem ;  and  that  maior-gen.  Gates,  or  the  commanding  officer  ^<^^^ 
beingof  the  northern  department,  have  similar  power  with  r««P^^^j^ 
puty  commissarv-general  of  purchases  and  of  issues  for  the  northeradeFj 
ment,  and  that  they  respectively  certify  the  names  of  the  coniroi*8*"^'» 
tUey  may  appoint,  to  Congress,'  for  approbation. 
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Resolved^  That  everj  assistant  appointed,  or  that  hereafter  may  be  ap- 
pointed bj  the  respective  deputy  commissaries-general  of  purchases  and  of 
issues,  shall  enter  into  bond  to  the  president  of  Congress,  m  the  penaity  of 
5000  dollars,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty ;  and  such  bond,  being 
taken  by  the  deputy  commissary-general,  and  lodged  with  the  pay-master 
general,  or  deputy  pay-master  general  of  the  district,  to  be  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  the  treasury  board,  the  deputy  commissary -general  shall  no  longer 
be  chargeable  or  accountable  for  the  good  behaviour  of  such  assistants : 

That  every  deputy  commissary-general  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint  as 
many  clerks,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  three,  as  the  respective  commis- 
saries-general shall  judge  necessary,  who  are  directed  to  report  the  same  to 
Congress. 

And  whereas  it  is  represented  that  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  com- 
ply with  the  regulations  of  Congress,  for  branding  and  numbering  cattle  on 
the  horns : 

Besolved,  That  the  purchasers  of  live  stock  be  respectively  directed  to 
adopt  such  other  mode  for  marking  the  same  as  they  snail  judge  expedient, 
and  to  transmit  to  Coneress,  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  the  regulations  for 
that  purpose  by  them  adopted  : 

That  each  of  the  deputy  commissaries-^neral  of  purchases  be  authorized 
to  allow  to  the  purchasers  of  live  stock,  in  his  respective  district,  a  longer 
time  for  making  the  returns  required  by  the  10th  article  of  the  regulations  of 
the  department  of  the  commissaries,  than  is  therein  specified ;  provided  such 
deputy  commissary-general  shall  judge  it  necessary,  and  the  time  further 
allow^  does  not  exceed  one  montn.  And  if,  in  the  hurry  of  a  march  or  en- 
gagement, or  at  any  other  time,  any  deputy  appointed  to  receive,  kill,  and 
deliver  live  stock,  shall  be  unable  to  weigh  the  meat,  hides,  and  tallow  there- 
of, beahaH  be  indemnified  from  any  charge  of  neglect,  upon  producing  to  the 
respective  purchaser  of  cattle,  a  certificate  from  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  army,  post,  or  detachment,  of  the  fact  aforesaid ;  and  such  certificate 
shall  also  excuse  the  purchaser  of  live  stock  from  producing  the  receipt  of 
the  issuing  commissary,  required  by  the  14th  article  of  the  said  regulations : 

That  it  never  was  the  intention  of  Congress  to  make  any  purchaser  of  live 
stock,  or  officer  of  the  department,  liable  for  unavoidable  loss  of  all  or  any 
part  of  such  live  stock,  wnen  such  purchaser  or  officer  shall  make  appear 
that  proper  care  bath  been  taken  to  prevent  such  foss. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  marquis  Calmes,  commander  of  the 
division  of  Virginia  militia  from  Frederick  county,  1000  dollars,  for  the  use 
of  the  said  division,  the  said  M.  Calmes  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  Weaver,  appointed  to  con- 
duct the  prisoners  of  war  to  Virginia,  SOOO  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  depart- 
ment under  his  command,  and  tlie  support  of  the  prisoners  in  the  march  ; 
and  for  which  he  shall  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  board  of  war ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  baron  de  Kalb  be  at  liberty  to  j^ive  up  his  commission 
of  major-seneral,  if  the  contingency  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  28th  of 
last  month  should  happen : 

That  the  baron  de  Kalb's  commission  be  dated  the  same  day  with  that  of 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  agreeable  to  the  baron's  request : 

That  a  compliance  with  the  4th  and  5th  articles  of  oaron  de  Kalb's  letter 
woald  be  improper  at  this  time,  as  Congress  have  not  made  any  provision  fpr 
their  own  officers,  with  whom  foreign  officers  of  equal  merit  ana  service  will 
always  be  considered  on  a  footing. 

Jiesolved,  That  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  employ  a  proper  per- 


276  JOURNALS  OF  CONORKSS,  ITTT. 

Bon  to  receive  all  tlie  wlie&t  belaneing  ta  the  United  States  in  tke  bctoiI 
mills  and  store-houssi  in  the  nei^borhood  of  York- Town,  and  hiTe  mA 
p4rU  u  are  good  tnanufRctured  into  flour  and  delivered  tu  the  coiniBiuu;- 
geaeral  of  issues  ;  the  bran  and  damaged  wheat  to  tw  delivered  to  tkc  (•■■ 
DUBsary  offorase/ 

liesolted.  That  major  Henrj  Brockholat  Livingston,  aid-de-camp  tsu- 
jor-general  Schujier,  be  proiuoted  to  the  rank  of  a  lieuteiiant-coloKJ.u  i 
reward  for  his  merit  and  services  in  the  American  armj.  . 

Btsolved,  That  major  Troup,  aid-de-carop  to  naijar-geDeral  GatH,kprr- 
sented  with  a  cornmission  of  lieutenant-colunel,  as  a  reward  of  hia  Btiidii 
services  in  the  Araericau  army. 

Sesolved,  That  the  chevalier  de  Buisson  shall  have  a  commissiun  asm- 
jor,  qnd  tvhenever  he  shall  think  proper  tu  return  to  France,  he  sh^J,  if  h1 
promoted  before  t^t  time  to  a  higher  rank)  receive  a  commisaioa  of  a  lifi' 
tenant-colonel. 

Beaolved,  I'hat  it  be  referred  to  g«n.  Washington  in  make  sack  pnniM 
for  (juarterinir  the  troops  in  thr  winter  season,  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

TIesoh'uI,  That  a  standing  committee  for  Indian  aflairs  be  amminted,  »d 
that  the  petition  of  Abraham  Nimham  be  referred  to  them  : 

That  Monday  nest  be  assigned  for  appmnting  the  said  committee. 

£esolved.  That  die  governor  sn^  council  of  New-York,  be  desired  ta  enA 
a  monument,  at  continental  expense,  of  the  vaUie  of  500  dollar*,  ti>  (k 
nenorj  of  the  late  brigadier  Herkemer,  who  commanded  the  miiitk  «f 
Trron  county,  in  the  state  of  New-York,  and  was  killed  fitting  pUsslIy 
in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  these  states. 

Seaolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Gate*,  iofbrmiog  Ua.tM 
Congress  highly  apfirove  of  the  prowess  and  behaviour  of  the  troefs  ai^ 
tuscommaod,  in  their  lategallant  repulse  of  the  enemy  nadergea.BvmK- 

Reaotred,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  gen.  Stwt«t^ 
New-Hampshire  militia,  and  the  officers  and  troops  under  his  comm^dte 
their  brave  and  successful  attack  upon,  aqd  signal  victory  over,  the  «S^ 
in  their  lines  at  Bennington  :  and  that  brigadier  Stark  be  appoiotcJ  atn- 
g^dier -general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

In  passing  the  Isst  clause,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  and  takes: 

Jlfav-Aw^tAtrej  Mr.  Folioni,  oji  ^  ^ 

Ma—a'tOt-Bas,  Mr.  S.  Aiknu, 


Locell,  agj 

CHnretfoir,        Mr.  Dyer,  ojrl 

L»w.  fljf 

Williim^        ^y 
Jifat-TBrh,         Mr.  Dujuk,  as 

Duer,  ay 

Ptntayhiania,  Hr.  nobcrdeui,  05 
Buolvtd,  That  the  thanks  of 
to  the  officers  and  troops  under 
ranee  which  they  have  so  consp 
Schuyler : 

That  col.  Gansevoort  be  appo 
gallantly  defended. 

Jleiolved,  That  ConEress  hav 
lieutenant-colonel  AVillet,  for  a 
in  Ilia  late  successful  sally  on  tl 
the  commissary-general  ofmilit 
sword,  and  preacnt  the  same  t 
these  United  Status. 

ilesolred,  That  the  commiss 
tion  of  the  tmard  of  war,  log  bai 


Marylmut,  Mr.  C«tn^ 

Clwse, 

Firsima,  Mr.  Jones, 

K.  H.Lee, 
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already  are»  or  hereafter  maj  be,  seut  to  the  commonwealtli  of  Virginia*  at 
such  place  or  places  as  the  governor  and  council  of  that  state  shall  approve ; 
that,  in  the  construction  thereof,  regard  be  bad  to  the  health  and  s^fe-keeping 
of  the  prisoners,  and  tliat  a  convenient  space  of  ground,  surrounding  or  ad* 
joining  thereto,  be  set  apart  for  benefit  oi  air,  and  so  enclosed,  as  to  prevent 
all  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants ;  that  until  such  barracks  be  pi-ovided,  the 
prisoners  be  sent  to  the  count j  lieutenants  of  Frederick  and  Augusta  coun- 
ties, in  Virginia,  to  be  bjr  tliem  secured,  at  the  continental  expense,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  suitable  for  prisoners  of  war,  and  until  the  governor  and  . 
council  of  Virginia  shall  take  further  order  therein. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  beiog  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Idoodaj. 

MONDAY,  October  6,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  general  Washington,  SO  miles  from  Philadelphia, 
enclosifig  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  by  sir  William  Howe,  dated  28th  oept. 
a  letter  of  the  29th  Sept.  from  gen.  Putnam,  at  Peeks*Kill ;  and  one,  of  the 
5th  inst,  frotn  chevalier  de  Preudhomme  de  Borre,  were  rewl : 

Ordered^  That  the  copy  of  the  proclamation  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
inteUigence ;  and  that  tnev  be  directed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  inhabit 
tanta  of  Pennsylvania,  and  report  the  same  to  Congress. 

(hdendp  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  seneral  Putnam,  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  general  Washington ;  and  Uiat  he  pursue  such  measures  in 
consequence  thereof,  as  he  judges  most  conducive  to  the  public  safety,  and 
that  he  inform  gen*  Grates  of  the  steps  he  may  think  proper  to  betaken. 

Oriered»  That  a  copy  of  the  said  fetter  be  sent  to  gen.  Gates,  and  that  he 
be  directed  to  ^ve  sucn  assistance  for  strengthening ,the  defences  of  Hudson's 
river,  as  the  circumstances  of  his  own  department  may  admit,  of  which  he 
is  to  judge. 

Muolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed,  if  the  sitqation  of  his  army 
will  admit,  to  send  one  of  the  four  engineers  to  do  duty  at  Fort-Montgomery 
and  the  defences  on  Hudson's  river. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  Irom  the  chevalier  de  Preudhomme  de  Borre,  b^ 
referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  report  thereon  as 
MOD  as  possible. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 
Mesoived,  That  two  companies  be  raised  on  continental  establishment  fi>r 
the  purpose  of  guarding  the  stores  at  Carlisle;  these  companies  to  have  no 
bounty,  and  to  be  inlisted  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress^ 
under  an  engagement  from  Congress  that  they  shall  not  be  removed  from 
Carlisle,  nor  be  ordered  on  any  other  service.  That  James  Armstrong  WiU 
son  be  appointed  to  one  of  the  said  companiea,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  major> 
and  that  Samuel  Postlethwaite  be  appointed  captain  of  the  other  company. 

Baolved,  That  the  commiasaries-general  of  purchases  and  issues,  and  their 
deputies  and  assistants,  have  power  and  authority  to  impress  and  seize  wa- 
gons, shallops,  and  proper  store-houses,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  for  the 
use  of  their  departments ;  this  authority  to  extend  to  the  distance  of  70  miles 
from  head-ouarters,  and  to  be  in  force  to  the  1st  of  January  next,  and  no 
longer;  ana  that  they  respectively  be  directed  not  to  contravene  a  former 
resolution  of  Congress,  relative  to  wagons  eoing  with  necessaries  to  the 
army ;  and,  aa  far  as  circumstances  will  admit,  tliat  they  exercise  their  au- 
thority on  peraons  who  have  not  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance 
to  the  respective  states,  in  compliance  with  the  laws  of  such  states. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered^  That  there  be  advanced  to  George  Eichelberger,  es^.  deputy 
quarter-master  general  at  Vorktown,  2500  dollars,  on  his  application  in  be- 
half of  the  quarter-master  general,  for  the  use  of  that  department,  and  fbr 


\  ( 
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which  the  quarter-master  general  is  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  a  copy  of 
this  order  be  sent  to  general  Mifflin,  qaarter-tnaster general. 

Ordered^  That  there  be  paid  to  William  C.  Houston,  or  his  order,  333 1  -3 
dollars,  for  his  salary  as  deputy  secretary  of  Congress,  from  the  1st  April 
to  1st  September  last,  being  five  months,  at  the  rate  of  800  dollars  per  ann. 

Resolved,  That  the  drawing  of  the  United  States'  lottery  be  deterred  to 
the  6th  January  next,  on  account  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  occasioned  by  the  invasion  of  the  enemy ;  and  that  the 
managers  of  the  said  lottery  ^ve  notice  thereof  by  advertisement  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  several  states. 

Four  o'clook,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Mifflin,  enclosing  one  of  the  4th,  from 
colonel  Lutterloe,  was  read. 

Congress  proceeded  to  tiie  election  of  a  committee  for  Indian  affiiirs ;  amd, 
the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Duane»  Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Jones  and 
Mr.  Law,  were  elected. 

A  petition,  from  Charles  M'Davitt,  Patrick  Smith  and  others,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  of  accounts  for  the 
northern  department,  and  that  they  or  any  two  of  them  enquire  into  the 
facts  su^ested  by  the  petitioners,  and  also  into  the  objections  made  by  ge- 
neral Gates  against  allowing  the  claims  of  the  petitioners^  and  make  report 
thereof  to  Congress,  delivenng  a  copy  of  their  report  to  general  Gates. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  19th  June,  and  that  of  the  14th  August;, 
from  governor  Treutlan,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.' 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  morning,  at  II  o'clock.  Congress  take  into  con- 
sideration that  part  of  the  article  of  confederation  which  relates  to  the  mode 
of  voting  in  Congress. 

JResolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  23d  March,  1776,  as  di- 
rects that  the  wages  of  seamen  and  mariners  taken  on  board  British  mer- 
chant vessels,  be  paid  and  deducted  out  of  the  prize-money,  be  repealed 
and  made  null  ana  void. 

Resolved^  That  all  masters,  officers  and  mariners,  and  all  subjects  of  the 
king  of  Great -Britain,  taken  on  board  any  prize  made  by  any  continental 
vessel  of  war,  be  hereafter  considered  as  pnsoners  of  war,  and  treated  as 
such,  and  that  the  seamen  and  mariners  of  such  prize  be  confined  in  the 
l^ls  or  some  other  secure  place  in  the  state  to  which  the  prize  shall  be  car- 
ried ;^  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  consider  and  treat  all 
captains,  officers  and  mariners,  and  all  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain, 
taken  on  board  any  prize  made  by  any.  vessel  fitted  out  by,  or  carried  into, 
any  state  by  any  privateer  or  letter  of  marque,  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  informed  of  this, 
resolve ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  appoint  a  deputy  in  each  state. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  Uie  several  states 
to  pass  laws,  declaring,  that  any  person,  bis  aider  or  abettor,  who  shall  wil- 
fully and  maliciously  burn  or  destroy,  or  attempt  or  conspire  to  burn  or  de- 
strov,  any  magazine  of  provisions,  or  of  military  or  naval  stores,  belonging 
to  the  United  States ;  or  if  any  master,  officer,  seaman,  mariner  or  other 
person  entrusted  with  the  navigation  or  care  of  any  continental  vessel,  shall 
wilfully  and  maliciously  bum  or  destroy,  or  attempt  or  conspire  to  bum  or 
destroy,  any  such  vessel,  or  shall  wilfully  betray  or  voluntarily  yield  or  de- 
liver, or  attempt  or  conspire  to  betray,  yield  or  deliver,  any  such  vessel  to  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  such  person,  his  aider  or  abettor,  on  legal  con- 
viction thereof,  shall  suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th  September,  from  brigadier-generaf  Parsons,  was  read, 
recommending  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dwight  to  be  appointed  chaplain  to  his  brigade; 
'VVhereupon, 
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Radved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dwight  be  appointed  chaptaih  to  brigadier- 
general  Parsona'  brigade. 

Ordered^  That  the  reselation  of  the  10th  September,  for  paying  the  in- 
terest of  money  lent  to  the  continent  b^  bills  of  exchange  on  the  coromis- 
ftioners  at  Paris,  be  without  delay  transmitted  to  the  executive  powers  of  the 
several  states,  with  a  request,  that  thej  will  order  the  same  to  oe  published 
in  their  respective  gazettes  for  six  months,  successively. 

T^e  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjonraed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  October  r,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Peter  Tarlan,  deputy  quarter*master  general 
for  Georgia,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trieasury. 

Ordered,  That  390  dollars  be  advanced  to  R.  Peters,  esq.  secretary  of  the 
board  of  war,  for  contingent  expenses,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial,  from  Mons.  le  Brun,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Con^r^ss  took  into  consideration  that 
part  of  the  articles  of  confederation  relative  to  the  mode  of  voting  in  Con- 
gress ;  and  after  debate,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to 
the  afternoon. 

Ordered^  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  and  charged  to  the  committee 
of  commerce,  bv  a  drausht  on  the  commissioner  of  tne  loan-office  in  the 
state  of  Massachaaetts-Bay,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  John  Bradford,  agent  for  the 
committee,  he  to  be  accountable  to  the  committee. 

Four  o'ctooK,  P.  M. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  confederation  relai» 
live  to  the  mode  of  voting  in  Congress ;  Whereupon,  it  was  moved, 

**  That  in  determining  questions,  Rhode-Island,  Delaware  and  Geoi^a 
shall  have  one  vote,  ana  every  other  state  shall  have  one  vote  for  everv 
SOfiOb  white  inhabitants  therein,  taken  and  transmitted  according  to  the  di- 
rections of  the  9th  article ;  and  when  the  white  inhabitants  of  Rhode-Island^ 
Delaware  and  Geoma  shall  exceed  50,000,  the  number  of  votes  to  be  given 
by  such  state  shall  be  encreased  in  the  proportion  of  one  vote  for  every 
50,000  such  inhabitants,  that  an  equality  in  tnis  national  assembly  may  be 
preserved  as  nearly  as  possible,  and  that  those  who  are  bound  by  measures 
and  are  to  pay  taxes  demanded  by  an  assembly,  the  members  oi  which  are 
elected  not  by  all  the  people,  but  by  those  of  a  particular  district,  may  have 
the  same  proportionable  number  of  votes  as  they  would  have  if  they  were 
personally  present.  If^in  process  of  time,  the  people  shall  so. multiply  as 
that  the  Consress,  consisting  of  one  dele^te  for  every  50,000  white  inhabi- 
tants, would  be  too  numerous^  the  proportions  shall  be  again  adjusted,  where* 
in  die  same  rule  of  equality  in  the  representation  shall  be  observed }" 


Mm-Mampffdrtf  Mr.  Fobom, 
Mat$a*siS9-Bay  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Adams, 


Cotmeclieui, 


.Vem^Urk, 


Gcmr, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Law, 

WiUiana, 
Mr.  Duane 

Duer, 


JVrm^Jcneg,        Mr.  Withenpoon,  no 
I*mn9ytr(vda,     Mr.  Roberd^au,      ay 


\ay 


MaiTfland, 


Virgi$dd% 


S^CanSna, 


GtTgiat 


Mr.  Chase, 

CarroU, 

Smith,  no 

Mr.  Hacriaon, 

T.  L.  Lee, 

Jonea^ 
'  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Penti, 

Harnett, 
Mr.  Middleton 

He3rward, 

Laurens, 
Mr.  Walton,  no 

Brownson,      no 


no 


ay 


div, 

no 
9M>  no 


no 
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80  it  {Msaed  in  the  Mntive. 

It  was  then  moved,  "That  each  state  shall  hare  a  right  to  send  one  M^ 
gate  to  CongreM  for  every  SO,0O0  of  it>  inhabitants,  and  in  dftterainif 
qaeatioDs  in  Congraas  each  delegate  shall  have  one  role  r" 


«^"' 

Marybmd. 

^■9^. 

MouaUlf-Bas 

Mr.  9.  Adwns, 

CktM, 

J.Aduni, 

^J» 

Smith, 

Gerry, 

r«-sinu. 

Bhad^btanJ, 

Mr.  Msrchui^ 

(U>fU 

JODCT, 

Camec^aU, 

Ur.  Dyer, 

"? 

'r.L.I^e, 

L.% 

no    n» 

K.HLee. 

Williuns, 

Y-CmnSna, 

Mr.Pcnn. 

JAwTtrk, 

He  Duwie^ 

Hwncn, 

Diier, 

S^CanSna, 

Mr.  Hiddkton, 

Mr.  WMierspoon, 

Ueyvud, 

llr.  Koberdeau, 

Of*rgia, 

L»urtiiV 
Mr.  Wilton, 

80  it  passed  in  ^e  negative. 

It  was  theo  moved,  "'HiHt  the  qaanturo  of  representation  for  each  stilt 
flhati  be  compated  by  numbers  pro^rtioned  according  to  its  CQBtrilwtioi  rf 
money  or  tax  levied,  agreettble  to  this  confederation,  and  paid  into  tfie  mUc 
treasury  towarda  the  annual  expenses  necessaryfor  the  support  of  the  Douai'" 
JVnu.floBi^iM'^,  Mr.  Foliom, 
JUona'tttt-£as,  Mr.  3.  Aduiu, 
J.  Aduiu, 


tu  }n»    IMaiyland, 


GcJTV, 
Mr.  Muciunt, 


Mrm-r»rh,  Mr.  Duine,  "•  t  _, 

.      Duer,  IM  ( 

JiTm-Jerrii,        Mr.  WiUiMSpoon,  nt  >«• 
J'atruvhiania,     Mr.  Moni^  "*  i  -, 

Itoberdeau,    n«  ( 

So  it  passed  in  the  native. 
The  question  put  on  the  article  ai 

A'en^OtnjMib'rc,  He.  Fobom,  <V  ^"9 

Muta'tltt-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Aduni,        ay) 

J.  AduiM,       n«>>aji 

lli*dt.bland,     Mr.  Marciunt,  ag  yai 

C*ii»et1itai,        Mr.  Dyer,  ajrl 

Law,  or?  oji 

WilliamJ,  (ly ) 

..Atnr-ront,  Mr.  Duane,  "JiaB 

Duer,  ay  5^ 
^ng-Jn-Ky,        Mr.  Witha^MMii,  ay  >  oy 

Pmtuglveiiia,     Mr.  Morrit,  ^vl^a 

Boberdeui,  ay)   ' 

So  it  was  resolved.  That  in  detet 
one  vote. 

The  several  mattnrs  to  this  day  n 
Adjourned  to  ten  •'cUtck  to-mam 

WBDNBWAY 

A  letter,  of  the  sth,  from  general 
Redic,  were  read : 


Mr.CbMc, 

CUTOU. 

Smith, 


F.L.i,ee, 

R-H.L«e, 
Mr.  Penn,  ■/ 

Harnett,         af 
Mr.  ICdaetDK, 


I' 

i 

■IV 
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Ordered^  That  tke  petition  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Whereas,  the  fonrta  Georgia  battalion  of  coDtitiental  troopa,  commanded 
by  coL  John  White^  is  about  to  inarch  from  the  state  of  PenBayWania  to  its 
station  in  the  state  of  Georsia;  and,  whereas,  it  may  be  necessary  for  tha 
good  order  of  the  said  battanon  tfatot  genera)  courts-*niArtial  may  be  held  tO 
trjr  and  punish  offenders  for  breach  of  the  articlies  of  War  on  the  march  of  tbe 
said  battalimi ;  and  whereas^  there  is  no  general  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  stationed  on  or  near  the  route  of  its  march,  without  whose 
aathorttj,  according  to  the  articles  of  war^  no  aenerat  eourt-nartial  can  be 
held  for  the  trial  and  punishnMnt  -of  sack  oObnders : 

Besfolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  colonel  lohn  White  be  empowered,  at 
any  time  in  the  course  of  his  said  march,  to  order  a  general  court-martial  to 
consist  oC  his  own  oficers,  if  none  others  of  the  continental  army  can  h^ 
conTeniently  aomaoned,  and  to  try  any  non-commissioned  officer  and  sol- 
dier belonging  to  the  said  battalion,  who  shall  be  charged  with  breaking 
any  of  the  articles  of  war ;  and  to  confirm  the  sentence  of  an^y  such  court- 
martial,  to  discharge  the  said  court-martial,  or  to  confirm  any  such  sentencOf 
and  afterwarda  to  remit  the  punishment  that  shall  be  so  sentenced^  as  he 
shall  think  proper ;  provided  that  the  powers  hereby  |i;iven  shall  cease  and 
deteranine  so  soon  as  the  said  battaUooi  shall  arrive  at  its  station  in  Georgia* 

A  motion  was  made,  to  prevent  an  intercourse  between  Ihe  towns  in  the 
possession  of  the  enemy  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  oountt^y ; 

Ordgrtdf  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  memhers  chosen»  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mv.  i.  Adams  and  Mr.  Chaae. 

Four  o'clock,.  P.  M. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred-  the  motion  for  preventiAg  an  inter- 
course between  tlie  towns  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  brought  in  atesolution  for  that  purpose ;  which  was  agreed 
to  as  follows: 

Whereas,  it  is  of  essential  consequence  to  the  eeneral  welfare  that  the' 
BMist  eftsetnal  measures  should  be  forthwidi  pursued  for  cutting  off  all  com- 
mnniaatwn  of  supplies,  or  intelligence  to  the  enemy's  army  now  in»  and  near 
the  city  of  Philadelphia ;.  and  whereas,  it  has  been  found,  by  the  experience 
of  all  states,  that,  in  times  of  invasion,  the  process  of  the  nronicipal  law  ia 
too  feeble  and  dilatory  to  bring  to  aoondign  and  exemplary  puniskment per- 
sons guilty  of  such  traitorous  practicea:. 

Maolved,  That  any  person,  bein|;  an  inhabitant  of  any  of  these  states, 
who  shall  act  as  a  guioe  or  pilot  by  land  or  water  for  the  enemy,  or  shall 
give  or  send  intelligence  to  them,  or  in  imy  manner  furnish  tkem  witk  mp- 

Cies  of  provisions,  money,  clothing*  arnis,.tora|pe,  fuel*  orady  kind  of  stevest 
\  considered  and  treated  aa  an  enemy  and  traitor  to  these  United  States  & 
and  that  general  Washington  he  empowered  to  order  suck  person  takei^ 
within  thirty  milea  of  any  city ».  town  or  pbce  in  the  atates  of  Fennsylvaniasi 
Jersey  or  Delaware,  which  is,  or  may  be  in  the  pesseesion  of  any  of  thft 
enemy's  forces,  to  be  tried  by  a  couit-maitial,  and  such  oonrt-nartial  are 
hereby  authoriated  to  sentence  any  such' persons  oonvtcted  before  theni>  of 
any  of  the  offences  aforesaid,  to  suffer  deaw  or  such  other  punishment  aa  to 
them  shall  seem  meet. 

Thb  resolve  to  remain  in.lbrce  until  the  finst  day  of  January  nexi,  unless 
sooner  revoked  by  Congress. 

And,  whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  Congress,  that  many  evil  dis-* 
posed  persons,  enemies  to  these  United  States,  make  a  practice  of  passing, 
to  and  from  the  enemy's  quarters,  propagating  fiilse  intelligence,  thereby  ta 
dispirit  the  people  ana  aid  the  cause  of  our  enemies, 

iSesofoed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  magistrates  and  officers,  civil 
Vol.  IL  36 
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and  military,  and  to  all  the  good  people  of  these  states  to  be  vwlant  in  ip- 
prehending,  securing  and  bringing  to  condign  pnnishmeBt  all  suck  ofeoden, 
in  order  mat  a  speedy  and  efiectual  stop  may  be  put  to  such  a  penuciMS 
practice. 

Besolvedj  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  giTem  to  geoail 
Washington,  for  his  wise  and  well  concerted  attack  upon  the  eneinj^  imj 
hear  Germantown,  on  the  4th  instant,  and  to  the  officers  and  soldim  of  Ae 
iirmy,  for  their  brave  exertions  on  that  occasion ;  Congress  being  ve/i  ^ttt- 
fied  that  the  best  designs  and  boldest  efforts  may  foraetimes  fail  by  u&ce- 
seen  incidents,  trustingthat,  on  future  occasions,  the  valour  and  TirtieifdM 
army  will,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  be  crowned  with  complete  and  dcsened 
success. 

Mesolved^  That  Mr.  Hey  ward  and  Mr.  Laurens  be  added  to  tbe  oommitfre 
appointed  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolution  of  Congress,  ordering  t 
medal  to  be  struck  and  presented  to  general  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  Congress  take  into  consideration  thntpirtsf 
the  articles  of  confederation  that  relates  to  taxation. 

A  letter,  of  the  d7th  September,  from  gen.  Schuyler,  at  Albany^  was  rcid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Wherenpon, 
'  Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer,  in  fiivor  of  \%^liaffi  Hm- 
by,  for  20,0p0  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  on  the  president  of  Ca- 
gress  by  the  president  of  Georgia,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  kmpt'n 
Siat  state ;  the  said  sum  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  300^900  doflan  ap- 
propriated to  supply  the  military  chest  in  that  state,  and  die  said  state  ts  be 
accountable  : 

That  another  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  treasuter  in  favor  of  W.  Hsnkr. 
for  500  dollars,  to  defray  his  expenses  in  coming  and  returning  from  Gesr- 
gia  to  York -town,  in  Pennsvlvania,  agreeable  to  Uie  request  of  the  laiawlnii 
of  Georgia,  he  said  sum  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  400,000  dAKkf- 
propriated  to  reimburse  the  state  of  Georgia  its  expenditures  for  tfee 
nent,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Peter  Tarian,  deps^ 
ter-master  general  to  the  troops  in  Georgia,  he  to  be  accountable  $  ud  tbt 
the  same  be  considered  as  part  of  the  300,000  dollars  appropriated  for  tks 
ef  the  continental  troops  in  timt  state. 

Hie  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pos^nmed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY.  October  9,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  gen.  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  27th  of  _  _ 
as  relates  to  Indian  affairs,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian 

and  that  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  his  request  of  being  Ail 

wHh  a  copy  of  the  accusations  against  him,  be  referrra  to  the  committae 
pointed  to  collect  evidence  and  facts  relate  to  the  evacuation  of  '*^  ~ 
roga  and  Mount- Independence. 

A  petition  from  captain  Silas  Talbut,  vras  r^d : 

Onkred,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  Hiemqrial  from  George  M'Intosh  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

A  n»otion  was  made,  tliat  it  be  resolved,  that  Congress  have  no 
try  and  determine  the  case  of  George  M*Intosh,  he  being  a  citizen 
gia ;  on  which  the  previous  question  was  moved,  whether  that  q 
now  put  ?  ^ 


JSr,'Bamp9Mre,  Mr.  Fobom, 
MaHa?tt9'Bay,  Ifr.  8.  Adams, 

J.  Adams, 
Gcny, 

LOVQJI, 


Rhode'Mind,   Mr.  Marchant,         nm  ^m 
CMneetUut,     Mr.  Dyer, 

Law, 

Wimams 


=  - 
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.'Ww-Fo»*, 

Mr.  Duane. 

<qf 

JDuer, 

no 

JWv>Xr«3f, 

Mr.  Witherspoon, 

no 

Penngtfhjama, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

no 

^farylund. 

Mr.  Chase, 

fly 

Carroll, 

«y 

J^rgwia^  - 

Mr.  HaniMm. 

^ 

Jonea^ 

ay 

F.  L.  Lee, 

ay 

R.  H.  Lee, 

fly 

'710 

fly 
fly 


Al-CorofiiM,     Mr.  Fenn,  ^^^dfc; 

Harnett, 
S.'CaroUnaf      Mr.  Middlcton, 

Hey  ward,         no^no 
■    Laurens, 
Georgiot  Mr.  Brownflon, 

Walton, 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Upon  coDsidering  the  papers  received  from  the  president  of  the  state  of 
Geor^La^  respecting  George  M'Intosh,  taken  into  custody  in  consequence  of 
information  transmitted,  and  a  request  made  by  Congress  to  the  government 
of  the  said  state ;  and  the  memorial  of  the  said  George  M'lntosh,  praying 
Congress  to  take  his  case  into  consideration  : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  said 
papers  and  memorial,  and  report  their  opinion,  whether  ther^  is  sufficient 
cause  before  Congress  for  the  detention  oi  the  said  George  M'Intosh,  in  or- 
der that,  if  such  cause  appear,  he  may  be  sent  a  prisoner  to  the  state  of 
Georgia,  of  which  he  is  a  citizen,  for  his  trial ,  or  otherwise  may  be  discharged  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Williams. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  article  relative  to  taxation  in  the  confederation  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Congress,  was  read  as  follows : 

'^  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the 
'  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  as- 
sembled, riiall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treasury,  which  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  the  several  states,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  eve- 
ry age,  sex,  and  quality,  except  Indians  not  paying  taxes  in  each  state  ;  a 
true  account  of  which,  distinguishing  the  white  inhabitants,  shall  be  trienni- 
ally  taken  and  transmitted  to  the  assembly  of  the  United  States.  Tlie  taxes 
for  paying  that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and 
direction  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  within  the  time  agreed  up- 
on by  the  United  States  assembled." 

After  debate  thereon, 

Metolvtd,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  * 

FRIDAY,  October  ,10, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th  September,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  enclosing  a 
bundle  of  papers,  was  read. 

A  memorial,  from  George  Ewing,  commissary  of  hides,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered^  That  12,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine  committee,  for 
the  public  service  in  Baltimore,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  the  said  committee 
to  be  accountable. 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  said  marine  committee,  to.  discharge 
'bills  drawn  upon  them,  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable* 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  received  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  state  of  Georgia,  respecting  George  M'Intosh,  taken  into  custody 
in  consequence  of  information  transmitted,  and  a  request  made  by  Congress 
to  the  government  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  the  memorial  of  the  said 
George  M'lntosh^  praying  Congress  to  take  his  case  into  consideration,  re- 
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porty  '^  That  thej  have  examined  into  the  aaid  papers  and  memorial,  and  are 
of  opioion,  that  there  is  not  sufficient  cause  before  Congress  for  the  deten- 
tion of  the  said  George  M4ntosh ;''  Whereupon, 

Jiesolp^d,  That  the  said  George  M'Intosh  be  discharged. 

T^e  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  ^ere  be  advanced  to  major  James  Armstrong  Wilson,  ap* 
pointed  to  command  two  companies  to  be  raised  in  the  state  of  Pennsjl- 
vaniafor  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  continental  stores  at  Carlisle,  1000 
dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  said  companies,  he  to  be  accountable. 

flesolved.  That  John  Montgomery,  eso.  at  Carlisle,  be,  and  he  is  hereby- 
appointed  and  authorized,  to  muster  the  two  companies  under  the  command 
01  major  J.  A.  Wilson,  for  the  discharge  of  which  doty  a  reasonable  allow- 
eiice  shall  be  made  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  auditor-general,  in  favor  of  the  board 
of  war,  for  300,000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  bv  them  to  the  deputy  pay- 
muster  general  of  the  northern  department,  for  the  use  of  the  said  depart- 
ment, and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  state 
of  New -York,  in  favor  of  the  commissary-general  of  purchases,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  Peter  Colt,  e^q.  deputy  commissary -general  of  purchases  in  the 
eastern  department,  for  200,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  said  department, 
for  which  the  commissary-general  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Benjamin  Walker,  or  order,  500  dollars 
in  tiie  discharge  of  a  bill,  dated  the  17th  of  July  last,  drawn  by  governor 
Treutlan,  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  on  the  continental  treasurer,  expressed  to 
be  for  the  expenses  incurred  in  recruiting  and  mustering  a  company  of  Heht- 
horse  for  the  said  state ;  for  which  sum  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable  ; 
and  the  same  is  to  be  considered  ^s  part  of  the  300,000  dollars  appropri- 
ated for  supplying  the  military  chest  in  the  said  state. 

Ordered,  Tliat  there  be  paid  to  Daniel  Mallet,  or  order,  1000  dollars  in 
discharge  of  a  bill,  dated  8th  of  February  last,  drawn  in  his  favor  by  John 
Ashei  esq*  public  treasurer  of  the  state  or  North-Carolina,  on  the  continen- 
tal treasurer,  expressed  to  be  for  provisions  furnished  the  continental  troops 
raised  in  the  said  state  ;  for  which  sum,  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable, 
and  the  same  is  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  heretofore 
appropriated  for  the  use  of  that  state. 

That  there  be  paid  to  Robert  Ralston,  or  order,  250  d<illars,  in  discharge 
of  a  bill,  dated  10th  May  last,  drawn  by  John  Ashe,  esq.  public  treasurer 
of  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  on  the  continental  treasurer,  expressed  to  be 
for  the  use  of  that  state,  for  which  the  state  is  to  be  accountable,  and  the 
same  is  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  500,000  doliaro  appropriated  for  the 
^pe  of  that  state. 

Resolved,  That  800  dollars  be  presented  to  Monsieur  Preudhomme  de 
Borre,  to  defray  his  expenses  to  Charleston,  South-Carolina,  and  from  thence 
to  France. 

^  Besblved^  That  100  blank  commissions  for  privateers,  be  signed  and  de- 
livered by  the  president  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  them  trans- 
mitted to  such  of  their  agents  and  correspondents  abroad  as  they  may  think 
proper  to  entrust  tlierewith. 

FotjR  o'clock,  p.  M. 

A  letter*  of  the  8th,  from  general  Mifflin,  was  read,  wherein  he  represents, 
that  his  health  is  so  much  impaired,  and  the  probability  of  a  recovery  so 
4istaht,  that  be  thinks  it  his  duty  to  return  to  Congress  their  commissions  te 
him  of  major-general  and  quarter-master  general. 

^  Congress  being  informed  of  great  irregularity  committed  by  the  4 A  Geor- 
gia battalion,  commanded  by  colonel  White*  contrary  to  all  order  and  disci- 
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plitte,  and  to  the  great  anncijance  and  injury  of  the  good  people  of  the  coun- 
try through  which  the  said  regiment  hath  passed : 

ReMolved,  That  colonel  White  be  ordered  imfnediatel  j  to  join  h^s  regiment, 
and  continue  with  it  until  the  regiment  shall  arrive  in  Georgia :  that  he 
take  the  most  effectual  care  to  prevent  future  irregularities  of  any  kind 
beii^  committed  by  the  said  re^ment  on  its  march :  and  that  his  excellen- 
cy we  governor  of  Marylaud»  be  requested  to  appoint  proper  persons  to 
value  the  damages  done  by  the  said  reg^nkent  since  it  entered  the  state  of 
Maryland,  and  that  the  same  be  sent  to  the  regimental  pay-masteri  who  is 
directed  to  deduct  the  amount  from  the  pay  of  the  said  regiment,  and  pay 
the  same  to  the  order  of  governor  Johnson,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sufferers. 

Ordered,  That  the  boara  of  war  prepare  a  resolution  for  preventing  the 
inhabitants  being  plundered  by  troopsin  the  pay  of  the  continent. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  Wtiereupon, 

Resolved^  That  captain  Silas  Talbut^  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  be  pro- 
moted to  the  rank,  and  have  tlie  pay  of  a  major  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  in  consideration  of  his  merit  and  services  in  a  spirited  attempt  to  set 
fire  to  one  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  in  the  North-River  last  year ;  and  that 
he  be  recommended  to  gen.  Washington  for  employment,  agreeable  to  his  rank. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report :  Wherenpon, 

Reselvedj  That  capt.  Silas  Talbut  make  an  estimate  of  the  expense  and 
loss  incarred  by  him  in  the  attempt  to  destroy  the  said  ship  of  war,  to  be 
laid  before  the  treasury  board  for  tneir  consideration. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  confederation  under 
debate  yesterday ;  and,  after  some  time, 

Besofved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postpwied. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  11,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  gen.  Putnam,  at  Peeks-Kill,  and  one,  of  the  4tb« 
from  Peter  Colt,  were  read. 

Mwdred,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  of  the  com- 
missary-general of  purchases,  the  measures  aJopted  by  him  for  obtaining  the 
necessary  supplies  of  provisions  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  report  thereon  to 
Consress: 

T%e  members  chosen,  Mr,  Gerry,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  and  Mr.  Law. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary -general  of  issues,  his  deputies  and  assist- 
ants, and  all  persons  employed  uncfer  him  or  them,  deliver  over,  on  demand, 
to  the  commissary  of  hides,  all  hides,  tallow,  feet,  and  offal  of  all  cattle  killed 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  takins  a  rec^pt  for  the  same,  any  order  or  direction 
of  any  person  or  persons,  to  tne  contrary  notwithstanding : 

That  the  said  commissary  of  hides  be  supplied  with  money  for  carrying 
on  the  business  of  his  department,  from  time  to  time,  upon  his  application 
to  Congress,  and  that  he  shall  settle  his  accounts  once  a  year,  or  oitener,  if 
required,  with  the  treasury  board : 

That  be  or  his  deputies,  at  any  principal  department  or  post,  be  autho- 
rized to  hire  or  impress  one  or  more  wagons  or  carriages  lor  the  use  of  hia 
department,  as  occasion  may  require,  which  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  im- 
pressed for  any  other  service  by  any  officer  of  the  army,  unless  by  special 
direction  of  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being ;  and,  if  any  officer 
shall  (except  as  before  excepted)  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  impress, 
withoot  his  consent,  any  wagon,  cart,  or  carriage,  in  the  service  of  the  said 
commissary  of  hides,  he  shall  immediately,  on  appUoation  to  the  command- 
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ing  officer  nearest  the  place  where  the  tranucdoa  ha{^ns,  be  pat  tinde 
^rrest,  b«  liable  to  paj  all  loss  the  states  snstaio  by  such  imprewMU, 
and  suffer  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  deemeti  proper  by  a  canrt- 
martial 

That  the  commsnder  in  chief,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  mny  depsrt- 
ment  post  or  detachment,  be  directed  to  supply  the  commissarT--getKni  of 
hides  and  his  respective  deputies  with  guards  tor  their  wagons,  when  tht  lud 
commissary  shsll  spply  for  the  same,  and  they  shall  appear  to  be  ntatarj: 
That  the  said  commiSMry  of  hides  shall  mate  a  return,  once  in  ererjlbre 
months,  to  the  board  of  war,  of  his  whole  tranaacdons,  specifying  the  unbcr 
of  workmen  employed,  the  quantities  uf  hides  On  hand,  the  qiuuititiaa- 
changed  for  leather  and  shoes,  what  quantity  is  made  up  into  shoes,  ul 
what  otherwise  disposed  uf ;  and  to  enable  him  to  do  this,  his  depatiei  ui 
•  assistants,  whose  names,  occupations  and  pa^  or  wages  he  is  stso  to  retail 
shall  make  monthly  returns  to  the  said  commissary  of  hides : 

That  the  said  commissary  of  hides  diall  receive  and  take  care  of  the  til- 
low,  and  all  other  useful  offal  of  the  cattle  belong;inz  to  the  United  StiW, 
and  see  that  the  said  tallow  is  properly  rendered  aacT  made  fit  to  be  mm- 
factured  into  candles  and  soap  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  shall  deliTcrlfe 
said  tallow,  so  rendered,  to  die  commissary  general  of  nnrchaaes,  or  his  v- 
der,  taking  receipts  for  the  same,  reserring  so  mucnof^e  said  tallfv, 
M  may  be  necessary  for  the  nuaafactory  of  the  leather  and  the  use  of  kit 
own  department ; 

That  the  commissary  of  hides  havethe  appointment  of  all  d^mtieBudii- 
aistanla  to  be  employed  under  him,  for  whose  conduct  he  shall  be  respao^tafe, 
and  have  authority  to  displace  them  at  pleasure. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 
Orin-ei, That  there  "be  advanced  to  George  Ewing,  esq.   iiimmiiMi  <f 
hides,  8000  dollars,  for  tlie  use  of  his  department,  and  for  which  kkts 
be  accountable. 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  that  Mons.  dn  Goadrav  had  in  his  podcet4itk. 
the  day  he  was  unfortunately  drowned,  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  tSth  rf 
September,  for  paying  to  him  1500  dollars  for  the  use  of  tlie  gentlensm  «hs 
accompanied  him  from  France,  named  in  the  aaid  order,  and  Aat  tbe  wii 
order  nas  never  been  paid,  but  is  lost. 

Onkred,  That  the  money  mentioned  in  the  said  order  be  paid  to  HMfc 

le  Brun,  for  the  use  of  the  gentlemen  therein  named  ;  he  to  be  accoontable: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Thomas  Heyward,  esq.  one  of  the  ce» 

nittee  of  foreign  affairs,  S9  64-90  dollars  advanced  by  him  to  an  expfi* 

for  bringing  despatches  to  Congress. 

Ordtred,  That  there  be  paid  to  Silas  T 
his  account  of  expenses  and  losses,  in  cui 
mand  of  a  fire-ship  in  tlie  North-River,  ai 
British  ships  of  war  in  the  said  river. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Arcbibak 
prisoners,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  tbe  bt 

A  memorial  from  col.  de  la  Balroe,  inspi 

Congress,  and  read,  wherein  he  entreats  C 

and  to  order  the  payment  of  what  is  due  U 

Reaolvtd,  That  the  resignation  of  col.  de 

the  arrears  due  to  him  be  paid. 

Ordertd.  That  the  committee  appointe 
tnendation  to  the  several  states  4a  procee 
estimate  of  tiie  quotas  to  be  raised  in  each 
that  business,  and  report  on  Tuesday  next 
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Four  o'clock^  P.  M* 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  article  of  confederation  last 
under  adiate ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereom, 

Hesolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday 
Deit. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  13,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  general  Washington,  near  Pennibaker's  mill, 
with  sandry  papers  enclosed ;  another,  of  the  10th,  from  general  Washings 
ton,  S6  miles  from  Phihuielphia,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  300,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them 
sent^  18  speedily  as  possible,  to  the  pay -master  general,  for  the  use  of  the 
army  under  the  command  ofgeneml  Washington. 

Another  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Wartitngton ;  one,  of  the  4th, 
from  goy.  Livingston ;  one,  of  the  5th,  from  gen.  Gates,  at  Behman's-Heights, 
enclosing  sundry  papers ;  one,  of  the  6th,  and  one,  of  the  12th,  from  gen. 
Svlliyan ;  one,  of  the  1st,  from  John  Smith,  lieutenant  of  Frederick  county, 
Vii^nia,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read ;  also,  a  remonstrance 
from  Israel  Pemberton,  and  others,  and  a  memorial  from  chevalier  du  Por- 
tal!, were  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Washin^on,  governor  Living- 
ston, general  Gates,  and  Mr.  Smith,  and  the  memorial  from  Israel  Pember'^ 
ton,  and  others,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  colonel  Nicola,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Tbe  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  who  ae« 
companied  Mons.  du  Coudray  from  France,  have  the  ranks  proposed  for 
thm  in  France,  together  with  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  officers  of  equal 
raaka  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

That  in  case  the  said  officers  shall  decline  accepting  the  above  propo- 

.sals,  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  consider  what  gratifications 

shall  be  given  to  the  said  officers,  respectively,  in  compensation  for  their 

loss  of  time  and  expense,  and  to  defray  the  charges  of  their  voyage  to  France. 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the 

late  Mons.  du  Coudray. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  apply  to  the  executive  power  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  request  their  co-operation,  to  supply  the  army  with  shoes* 
atockinps  and  other  necessaries,  and  that  the  boara  maintain  a  oonstant  oor- 
responaence  with  the  executive  powers  of  the  said  state,  and  with  general 
Washington,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  and  for  die  service  of  the 
iTsnj  in  general. ' 

Four  o'clock.  P.  M.' 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  safety  to  permit 
)r.  John  Connolly,  at  present  a  prisoner  on  parole,  to  remain  any  longer 
t  larjge,  and,  therefore,  that  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  him  into 
afe  custody  immediately,  taking  care  to  seize  such  of  his  papers  as  may  be 
»f  a  political  nature. 

Whereas,  a  number  of  the  members  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  ap- 
leais  are  absent ; 

Hesolved,  That  a  new  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  be  appoint- 
d,  and  that  they  or  any  three  of  them  be  empowered  to  hear  and  finaUy  de- 
ermine  upon  appeals  brought  to  Congress : 
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The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Atknw,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Law, Mr.  Mircbut 
and  Mr.  Lkureoa, 

Congress  resumed  the  eaasiderttion  of  the  article  of  coBJedecatiM  Bdda 
debate ;  Whareapoit,  it  wu  moved. 

That  the  proportiuQ  of  the  public  expense,  incurred  b^  tlie  United  8tMei 
for  tlieir  common  defence  aad  general  welfare,  to  be  paid  bj  «B«k  iktiiBl* 
Ihe  treasury,  be  ascertamed  bv  the  value  of  ill  property  except  IwHeWd 
goods  and  wearing  apparei  witnin  each  state,  to  be  ascertained  agieeiUe  t* 
Bie  directions  of  Congress:  Question  pat,  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  amendtaeat  was  moved ;  tad,  afte*  debate,  the  deteniufiKi 
thereof,  at  the  request  of  a  state,  was  poa^ned  till  to-raMtwir. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poatpoiied. 

Adjourned  t»  tea  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Oetober  14, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  13tl)ffrum  coIomI  G,  Morgan,  wkhaiiiidrjpiq>en  aadic- 
counts  anclesed,  was  read  : 

Ordertd,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaaor^. 

Congress  resumed  the  coDsideradon  of  the  amendment  worad  yoUidy, 
viz.  "That  the  proportiuo  of  the  public  expense  incurred  \iy  tfae  Uvtt^ 
States  for  their  common  defence  and  general  wal&re,  to  be  paid  br^  oA 
state  into  the  treasury,  be  ascertained  by  the  value  of  all  land  widaacMi 
state  granted  to,  or  surveyed  for  an^  persoM,  as  »nch  land,  the  Imildiagi  w^ 
impruvemeQts  thereoB  shall  be  estimated,  accnnling^  to- sndi  nodeaCw- 
gresB  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  appoint  ^" 


> 


J.  Adan^         >»  1 

JM«ifrJUini(    Hr.  Muchuil, 
Cntnrcttcu^      Mr.  l^er, 

Wlil'ianw, 
Jfra-Ttrk,        Mr.  Duuic, 

Duer,  oy  J 

ffnhJtrtty,      Mr.  Wittienpoon,   ay  J 

Elmer   '  <,»]"» 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmativ< 

A  memorial  from  W,  Buchanan,  coi 

Ordertd,  Thatit  be  referred  to-thect 

Segolved,  That  Mr.  PolBom,  Mr.  P< 

marine  eenmitlee,  in  the  room  of  the 

heretofore  appointed  on  the  said  comn 

Whereas,  tne  BHtisli  nation  have  t«i 

in  their  courts  of  admiralty,  as  lawful 

«»es  belonging  to  these  states,  whidt  I 

the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  th« 

officers  of  the  British  crown: 

Besotved,  therefore.  That  any  veast 
subject,  not  an  inhabitant  of  Bermuda 
into  an^  of  the  ports  or  harbors  of  anj 
or  manners,  sliall  be  adjudged  lawful 
in  the  same  proportion  as  iftaken  bj  c 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broi 
Ordertd,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  t 


Roberdeau, 
llr.  Cbue, 
CuTolt, 


,V^Ciir*A'iM,      Mr.  Penn, 
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the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  10»000  dollars,  in  favor  of  William  Henry, 
esq.  appointed  to  purchase  shoes  and  leather,  and  to  superintend  the  repara- 
tioD  oTcentiBentai  arms,  for  the  use  of  hia  department,  and  for  which  ne  is 
to  be  accoantable. 

Otdered^  That  there  be  paid  to  Robert  Tumer«  or  his  order,  462^  dollars, 
IB  diseliaiige  of  a  bill  drawn  on  the  continental  treasurer  by  John  Ashe,  esqr 
public  treasurer  of  the  state  of  Morth-Carolina,  in  his  favor,  dated  9th  May, 
and  ^opoeMeA  to  be  for  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  for  which  sum  the 
said  state  is  to  be  accountable,  and  the  same  is  to  be  considered  as  part  of 
the  50Q|000  deilars  .appropriated  for  that  state. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  articles  of  confederation 
relative  to  the  manner  of  constituting  tne  Congress  of  the  United  States : 
.    On  the  onestion  put. 

Resolved^  That  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being  a  delegate  for  more 
than  three  years  in  any  term  of  six  years. 

It  was  then  moved,  *'  That  no  state  shall  be  represented  in  Congress  by  less 
than  two  nor  by  more  than  seven  members : 


Mm-IhmpMre,  Mr.  Fobon, 
Mtt9$a*9tt9'Si^  Mr.  S.  Aduiu, 

J.  Adama, 
Gcny, 
LoTell, 
Mr.  Marctuuit, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Law, 
WiUiama, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Duer, 


JUMe-IHaid, 


Xcw-Tork, 


•\>v-JS!n€3f,        Mr.  WitheffBpoon,  no 


no  ^no 

nof 

ay  J 
no  yno 

fly) 
""Hog 


Elmer, 


no 


I 


no 


Pinmy^vtuuGt 
Maryland^ 


Vtrgifdot 


^•'CaroUnti, 


S.^CarothtOf 


,]<^P 


Mr.  Morm,  ay 

Roberdeau,  ay 

Mr.  Chase,  ay 

CarroU,  ay 

Smith,  ay 

Mr.  Jones,  ay 

F.  L.  Lee,  ay 

R.  H.  Lee,  i^ 

Mr.  Penn,  ayf 

Burke,  ay>ay 

Harnett,  ayj 

Mr.  Ifiddleton,  ay  f 

Heyward,  ay  \  ay 

Laurens^  ay) 


ay 


«y 


So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  Dorset,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  applications. 

The  several  matters  to  thia  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  15,  1777. 

Mr.  Harvie,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended  and  took  his  seat : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  take  effectual  measures  to 
make  as  public  as  possible  the  resolutions  passed  yesterday,  for  making  law- 
fat  prize  British  vessels  or  cargoes  brought  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  by  the  master  or  mariners. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Putnam,  at  Fishkill,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  motion  was  made  for  recruiting  the  army ; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Orderedj  That  the  committee  sit  on  this  business  this  evening,  and  report 
to-morrow  morning. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  William  Buchanan, 
commissarj-general  of  purchases,  dated  the  14th,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  consideration:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  commissary  •general  of  purchases  and  a  deputy 
commissary-general  of  issues  be  appoint^  for  supplying  the.  forts  and  pos& 
on  tlie  western  frontiers  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  and  that  the  limits  of 
the  district  be  assigned  by  the  respective  commissaries-general ; 


Vol.  If. 


S7 
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That  sBBiBUnt  purchasing  cammissaries  be  not  allowed  in  ti>e  diMiid 
aforesaid: 

That  the  Mid  deputy  commiMary-general  of  iasuMba  directedtBTMOw  | 
from  col.  G.  Morgan,  all  the  proTisionH  in  his  posKsaion  beloogicE  t>  (k  I 
United  States,  who  IS  directed  to  take  receipts  ibr  the  same,  and  ddntrta  I 
accounts  and  vouchers  to  the  board  of  treasury,  in  order  fw  setticBotai 
for  charging  the  said  proriBinDs  to  the  comBiissarj' of  issues.  '■■\ 

Ordtred,  That  to-morrow  be  aesiguetl  for  appointing  the  deptttyaauf- 
sariea -genera]  aforesaid. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  article  of  coBfedemtisa  retails 
the  powers  of  Congress  j  end,  after  debate, 

Jleaolved,  That  tile  farther  consideratioa  thereof  be  povtpwwd  totheite- 
Fouu  o'clock,  P.m. 

Ordered,  lliat  Mr.  Morris  hare  leave  of  absence  till  Monday  next. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  WilJiain  Buchuian,  esq.  rmniaiwff- 
general  nf  purchases,  100,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  htsdepartmeBt,  hetiH 
accountable.  I 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  of  saiR- 
port  a  competent  allowance  to  sapport  the  extraordinary  expense  of  tbe^ 
flident  of  Congress  in  the  execution  of  his  office  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Laurens,  and  Mr.  Horns. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  article  of  confedcratieeute 
debate  this  morning;  whereon  it  was  moved. 

That,  in  order  to  render  the  present  union  and  confederacy  firm  ui  ^  \ 
{wtual,  it  is  essential  that  the  Umits  of  each  respective  te irt tonal  ivW' 
tion  should  be  ascertained  b^  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and,  neidK^  i 
it  is  recommended  to  thelegislaturesof  every  state  to  lay  before  CsipM^  i 
description  of  the  territorial  lands  of  each  of  their  respecdve  states,  n^  ' 
summary  of  Uie  grants,  treaties,  and  proofs  upon  which  they  are  daiw '  ~ 
eatablished : 


.  Mr.  Folrotn. 

IM>fU 

Hr.Honis. 

V>'! 

Jfawo-rtf-jBaj  Mr.  S.  Ad«iw, 

Mr.CbMei 

±i' 

J.Ad<™, 

"•tn. 

CmtoU, 

Geny, 

«?■" 

e_;.k 

Lovell, 

no> 

1 

Slud-.I,knd, 

Mr.  Hirclumt. 

nej-no 

Mr.  Dyer, 

3" 

; 

AV«-rw*. 

Mr.  Duane 
Duer, 

Z^" 

! 

Hr.  Witherapoon. 

Etaer, 

Mj" 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  "  that  the  United 
have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  p 
boundary  of  such  states  as  claim  to  the 
beyond  the  boundarv  so  ascertuned,  fa 
question  put,  passea  in  the  native. 

It  was  then  moved,  "  that  the  Unitec 
have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  p 
boundary  of  such  states  as  claim  to  tiie 
the  land  beyond  the  boundary,  so  aacert 
states,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  numb 
thereof  may  require:" 
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J^ew-Bdm^thirefitr.  FqIsoid, 
Mana*Hi9-£a!f,  Mr.  S.  AdaniSy 

J.  Adams, 
Gcny, 
Lovelt 
Ifr.  MarciiMit, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
JLaw, 
Wiliiuiu^ 
BIr.  Duane, 
Duer, 


Rhtde-'Idatdt 


JCewJkney^ 


Mr. Witherapoon,  no}  ,. 
Elmer,  ay\^''' 


Pemujflvaidat 

Mai-yUmd, 


VtrgifdOf 

nAT.-CaroUTtat 


Mr.  Morris* 

Mr.  Chase, 
CarroU, 
Smithr 

Mr.  Jonesy 
F.  L.  Lee, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Harvie, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Middleton, 
Upward, 
Laurens, 


no 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Oett^er  16,  1777. 

A  letter, of  the  13th,  from  general  Wasliington,  with  the  copy  of  the  judg* 
ment  of  a  court  of  enquiry,  appointed  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  major- 
general  Sullivan  in  the  expedition  commanded  bj  him  to  Staten-Islana  in 
we  month  of  August  last,  and  sundrj  other  papers ;  also,  a  letter  of  the 
lOth,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  deputy  paj-master  general  in  the  north- 
em  department,  and  one,  of  die  14th,  irom  general  Mifflin,  at  Reading,  with 
sundrv  papers  enclosed,  were  read. 

Ortferaf,  That  S249  dollars  be  paid  to  Messrs.  Livingston  &  TunAuU, 
or  order,  in  discharge  of  a  bill,  in  tneir  favor,  drawn  bj  J-  Bradford,  dated 
Boston,  2rth  August,  1777,  on  the  marine  committee,  expressed  to  be  for 
value  received  for  the  naval  department  in  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
Ae  said  J.  Bradford  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  Icftter  from  general  WasHinston,  with  the  papers  en- 
closed, be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  Uie  judgment  ot  the  court 
of  enooirj  be  published. 

Oriered,  Tnat  the  letter  from  general  Mifflin  and  J.  Trumbull,  esq.  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordtredj  That  a  warrant  for  200,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  commis- 
sioner of  ^e  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  favor  of  Jo- 
nathan Trumbull,  jun.  deputy  pay-master  general,  for  the  use  of  the  army 
in  the  northern  department,  and  for  which  the  said  J.  Trumbull  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  general  Washington's  letter  of  the  Idth,  and  the 
returns  relative  to  clothing  wanted  for  the  army,  be  sent  by  express  to  each 
of  the  states  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Connecticut,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  that  thev  be  respectively  requested  to  send  to 
the  general,  with  ail  possible  despatch,  as  many  of  the  several  articles  men- 
tioned in  the  return  as  can  be  collected  and  are  not  immediately  wanted  for 
their  respective  reffiments  which  have  not  joined  the  arm^,  and  to  order  the 
officers  in  the  clothier's  department,  in  the  states  aforesaid,  to  use  their  ut- 
most exertions  in  forwarding  the  clothing  in  their  possession. 

Four  o'olopk,  P.  M. 

Congress  took  into  considerat&oii  a  rsport  of  the  committee  on  depart- 
ments relative  to  the  board  of  war  anci  ordnance,  which  was  debateid  by 
paragraphs : 

In  detMitinK  the  6th  paragraph,  it  was  moved,  after  records,  to  add  **  and 
papers,^  andafter  board,  to  add  *' except  the  returns  of  the  army,  militarv- 
fttores  or  provisions :"  in  lieu  of  this,  it  was  moved  only  to  add  tiiese  words^ 
^  and  to  take  copies  thereof,  excepting  copies  of  returns  4>f  the  armiesi  pro- 
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visions,  or  mi liUrr -stores,  which  shall  not  be  delirered  to  tnj 
ont  the  order  of  Congress;"  the  question  being  pat  on  the  last 


JVn-OBm/iMrt-,  Mr.  Fbboin .  ojr  }  oy 

Maaa'iiii-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adam^  ay  1 
/.  Aduiui,  oyt 
G«iy,  asS." 

LorcU,  a« } 

Jlhade-Itliuid,     Mr.  Harcbuit, 

CaiBttrtiaa,  Mr.  Dyer, 
L*w, 
WilUanw, 

JA»-Ttrt,  Mr.  Duuie, 

JidwJenes,         Mr.  Withenpoon,! 


«#7 


Maryland,  Mr.  Chuc, 

CUToU, 

firrMa,  Mr.  Jon«% 

F.  L.L.ee, 
RH.  L«c. 

A^-Corefino,       Mr.  Penn, 


'..Carina,        Mr.  MidtUetoi^ 


J- 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  farther  coDsideratioii  of  the  report  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  tea  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Octobtr  IT,  1777. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Wliereapon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Ebenezer  Hazard,  caq.  mnrjm- 
Keneral  of  the  post-office  of  the  United  Sutes,  3000  doll&rs,  for  the  uc  rf 
the  said  department,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Joseph  Holmca,  esq.  deputy  camnamtaij-fit- 
ral  of  prisoners,  1 500  dollars  towards  the  expense  of  hinng  bouses  aicnci- 
ing  barracks  with  palisades  for  the  habitation  of  the  prisoners  of  warorin' 
to  be  removed  into  Virginia,  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  G.  Morgan  14,000  dollars,  m  ia*ui 
of  expenses  incurred  bj  him  for  the  public  service  at  Fort-Pitt,  fct  Hie 
accountable : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Messrs.  Price  &  Haywood  S48  dollars,  on  Ktaol 
of  a  balance  due  to  them  from  the  United  States : 

That  four  sets  of  exchange  be  drawn  by  the  president  on  the  bo*.  Btt- 
iamin  Franklin,  Arthur  Lee  and  Silas  Deaoe,  esqrs.  commiaaioncis  ii  ^  i 
United  States  in  France,  and  countersigned  by  the  auditor  or  asustsat-*- 
ditor general;  one  set  for  18,796  Spaniah  milled  dollars,  one  set  for  IV* 
Spanish  milled  dollars ;  one  set  for  4G99  Siunish  milled  dollan.  aai  »  I 
other  set  for  2349  Spanish  milled  d 
ish  milled  dollan,  in  favor  of  Hesi 
full  payment  of  all  demands  whic! 
United  SUtes : 

That  the  president  issue  the  foil 
Mifflin,  quarter -master  ffeneral,  fo 
on  thecommisgionerof  ue  loau-tdi 
dollars,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  dt 
one,  on  the  commissiooer  of  the  lo 
for  50,000  dollars,  to  be  tnosmitl 
at  Hartford  ;  one,  on  the  commii 
Virginia,  for  50,000  dollars,  tube 
general  at  Williamsborg ;  one,  on 
state  of  New-Jereey,  ^r  40,000 
quarter-master  general  at  Easton  ; 
office  in  the  state  ot  Pennsylvania, 

And  that  there  be  paid  to  the  « 
sury,  or  moneys  in  the  hands  of 
103,000  dollars,  for  the  ue  iM*  his  i 
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coantable ;  the  said  several  sums  amountuig  to  352,000  dollars,  for  whick 
the  said  qoarter-master  general  has  made  application  by  letter  to  Congress, 
dated  the  14th  instant. 

Resolved^  Tiiat  Congress  htghlj  approve  of  the  braveand  spirited  conduct 
of  commodore  Hailevrood,  and  the  other  officera  and  men  concerned  in  the 
defence  of  the  river  Delaware,  and  of  their  undaunted  perseverance  and  re- 
solation  to  maintain  that  pass  to  thecttj  of  Philadelphia  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tremity. 

Resolved,  That  four  meabera  be  udded  to  the  board  of  war : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Williams,  and 
Mr.  Jones. 

A  letter,of  this  day,  from  Joseph  Pennel,  was  read ; 

Ordertdg  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  for  recruiting  the  army, 
brongfat  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon,  Con- 
gress came  to  tne  following  resolntions : 

Whereas,  tiie  deficiency  of  the  several  battalions,  now  in  the  service,  has, 
in  the  present  campaign,  been  attended  with  manifest  disadvantages  to  die 
United  States ;  and,  whereas,  the  divided  state  of  the  enemy's  troops,  their 
vedneed  number,  and  distance  from  their  ships  of  war,  afford  the  most  favora- 
ble opportunities  for  attacking  and  subduing  them  before  reinforcements 
can  be  sent  to  their"  aid  ;  which  salutary  purpose  may,  under  Providence, 
be  obtained  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  several  states  for  speedily  filling 
their  several  battalions : 

Retolvedp  That  it  be  earnesUy  recommended  to  the  said  states,  to  use 
their  utmost  endeavora  for  immediately  completing  their  several  quotas,  and 
to  address  their  inhabitants  on  the  advantages  that  will  result  therefrom : 

Tliat  to  the  premium  of  5  dollara  offered  by  a  resolution  of  Consress  of 
the  Slit  of  July  last,  for  apprehendinc  and  securing  desertera  from  tJie  con- 
tinental  army,  an  addition  be  made  of  5  dollars  fpr  each  deserter  so  appre- 
hended and  secured,  and  12*90  of  a  dollar  for  each  miie  between  the  place 
in  which  he  may  be  taken  and  that  to  which  he  may  be  conveyed : 

That  the  premium  and  other  expenses  for  apprehending  desertera  be  stop- 
ped  out  of  tne  pay  which  may  be  already  due  to  such  deserters  respectively, 
of  them  or  that  sfiall  become  due  to  such  as  may  receive  a  pardon  : 

Tbit  it  be  rec<mimended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  pro- 
vide by  law  for  more  eftctually  detecting  and  punishing  any  person  who 
shall  knowingly  harbor,  conceal  or  assist  any  deserter  from  the  land  or  sea- 
service  of  these  states,  or  who  shall,  knowingly,  detain,  buy,  exchange  or 
receive  any  horse,  arms,  accoutrements,  or  clothes  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  from  any  soldier,  trooper,  mariner,  deserter,  or  any  other  person  ; 
and  tlmt  the  penalties  for  such  offences  be  exemplary,  and  the  mode  of  re- 
covery easy  and  expeditious :. 

That  copies  of  the  above  resolves,  with  duplicates  .of  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  31st  of  July  last,  be  sent  to  the  respective  states,  and  that 
they  be  desired  to  publish  such  parts  thereof  as  they  shall  judge  necessary : 

That  general  Washington  be  directed,  forthwith,  to  order  one  or  more  of 
his  officera,  that  are  or  may  be  appointed  to  receive  recruits  and  deserters, 
agreeable  to  tiie  resolution  of  the  Slst  of  July  last,  to  apply  to  the  supreme 
execntive  authority  of  each  respective  state  for  the  names  of  the  recruiting 
officera  and  of  the  places  of  rendezvous,  which  the  said  executive  authorities 
were  requested  to  appoint  by  the  resolution  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  said  ex- 
ecutive authorities  are  requested  to  furnish  such  commissioned  officer  or  of- 
ficera with  sufficient  sums  of  money  to  pay  the  premiums,  mileages,  and 
subsistence  of  the  recruits  and  desertera,  which  they  may  receive,  agreea- 
ble to  the  said  resolve ;  to  draw  on  Congress  for  sncn  advances ;  to  call  to 
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account  for  tlie  same,  the  officer  or  officers^  aod  arrest  sucb  as  iImIIk- 
fuse  to  account;  and  the  said  officer  and  officers  are  respectivelj  dkfd- 
ed  punctually  to  pay  the  premium  for  each  recruit  and  deserter  ss  aforeniii; 
to  take  receipts  for  the  money  paid,  and  to  atyast  their  respective  sccouts 
with  the  supreme  executive  authority  aforesaid  bet&re  they  lesTe  tbe  state, 
and  constantly  to  fniblish  tiie  names  of  the  places  of  their  residence  aid  its- 
dezvous  as  aforesaid : 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  publish  a  proclamation^  vtaiag 
pardon  to  such  as  have  deserted  from  the  cootiBental  army,  anddbilLoD 
or  before  such  day  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  fix  in  his  procljfa6»,re- 
turn  to  their  respective  corps,  or  surrender  themselves  to  the  ofteen  if* 
pointed  to  receive  recruits  and  deserters  in  4iie  respective  states,  or  to  Mj 
other  continental  commissioned  officer. 

Some  packets  from  Martiniaue,  directed  to  Willing,  Morris,  4c  Cs.b^ 
ing  brouffht  into  Congress  while  Mr.  Morris  was  absent,  and  it  bei^npc- 
sented,  that,  from  the  information  of  the  person  wbo  bronght  tiie  |m«M) 
there  was  reason  to  believe  they  contained  despatches  tor  Congrcis,  ff 
soine  of  its  committees : 

Ordertdt  That  the  covers  be  sipened. 

The  committee  on  thefiost-office  brought  in  a  report. 

Four  o'clook^  A.  M. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  die  report  of  tbe  comntiittee  on  the  pit- 
office;  Whereupon, 

Betolvedj  That  the  post-master  eeneral  be  authorized,  dnring  tbe  pnmt 
exigence,  to  appoint  two  additions  surveyors  of  the  post-office,  aMilhitsfi 
the  surveyors  be  allowed  6  dollars  a  day  each,  in  full  consideraitioa  iif  lis- 
veliing  expenses,  and  all  other  allowances : 

That  the  tour  of  the  whole  be  as  follows :  one  ^m  Casco-Baj  to  fVUif- 
phia,  or,  during  the  enemy's  being  in  m)S8e8sion  of  that  ci^,  to  Lsacater; 
one  from  Philadelphia  or  Lancaster,  to  Edenton,  in  North'darolina,  aiAte 
third  from  Edenton  to  Savannah^  in  Georgia : 

That  an  inspector  of  dead  letters  be  appointed,  with  a  salary  of  100  dri- 
lars  a  year :  to  examine  all  dead  letters  at  the  expirati6n  of  each  quarter ;  ti 
communicate  to  Congress  such  as  contain  inioiical  schemes  or  iateUigeicf; 
to  preserve  carefully  all  money,  loan^office  cei;tificates,  lottery  tickets,  imIb 
of  hand,  and  other  valuable  papers  enclosed  in  any  of  them,  and  be  acuuenft 
ble  for  them ;  and  ^o  keep  a  book  containing  an  exact  account  of  sodi  fi* 
pers,  &c.  so  found,  the  date  of  the  letters,  from  whence  and  by  whom  writtBi 
and  to  whom  directed ;  that  he  be  under  oath  fiuthfslly  and  inpaitiaiiy  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  office ;  that  he  be  eti}oined  to  take  ao  copy  ' 
letter  whatever,  and  not  to  divulge  their  contents  to  any  bnt  "" 
those  whom  they  may  appoint  for  the  purpose : 

That  the  post  go  not  out  of  his  regular  and  usual  course  in  order  t» 
by  head-quarters,  but  that  the  post-masters  on  each  side  of  bead- 
and  nearest  to  them^  have  authority  to  hire  expresses  fertke  purpose  sf 
ryinc  letters  for  the  army  to  the  post-office  there  : 

TW  the  rate  of  postage  be  increased  fiftv  per  icent. 

Ihsoived,  That  an  allowance  of  250  dollars  1>e  nAde  to  tbe  pcesmt  i 
veyor  of  the  post-office,  for  past  extraordinary  services. 

Besolv^dy  fhat  the  committee  of  intelligence  be  authorised  to  take 
most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  getting  a  mintipg  press  erecUA^ 
York-town,  for  the  purpose  of  conv^ng  to  the  puUic,  the  intelUgeDce*^ ' 
Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  receive. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  war-office^ 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
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Resolved^  That  a  board  of  war  be  eatablibhed,  to  coasist  of  three  persons 
not  members  of  Congress  : 

lliat  there  shall  be  a  secretary  to  the  said  board,  to  be  appointed  bj  Con- 


That  the  board  shall  reeomnend,  for  the  approbation  and  appointment  of 
Congress,  as  manj  clerks,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  assisting  them  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  bQsmesa  in  their  department  t 

That  the  power  and  duties  of  the  said  board  be  as  follows :  To  obtain  and 
keep  an  alphabetical  and  accurate  register  of  the  names  of  all  officers  in  the 
lana  forces  in  the  senrice  of  the  United  States,  with  their  ranks  and  th<b 
dates  of  their- commissioiis;  to  fill  up  all  military  commissions  which  shall 
be  ngned  by  the  president  of  Congress,  and  counters^ed  by  the  secretary 
of  the  war  office,  and  to  publish  annually  a  renster  ofall  appointments  ;  to 
obtain  and  keep  r^lar  and  exaot  acconnts  of  the  numbers  and  disposition 
of  the  forces  oC  the  United  States ;  to  i>btaia  and  keep  exact  accounts  of 
all  the    artillery,   arms,   ammunition,    warlike    stores,    clothing,   medi- 
cines, and  provisions,  belongine  to  the  United  States,  and  of  the  manner 
in  which*  and  the  places  where  tne  same  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  lodged 
and  employed ;  to  take  the  immediate  care  and  direction  of  all  such  artille- 
ry, arms,  ammunition,  and  warlike  stores,  as  shall  not  be  employed  in  actual 
service ;  to  superintend  the  boilding  and  management  of  laboratories,  arse-^ 
nals,  foanderies,  magaaines,  barracks,  and  other  public  buildings,  theneces- 
sitj  of  which  they  are,  from  time  to  time,  to  report  to  Congress  ;  to  forward 
all  despatches  from  Congress  to  the  states  and  armies,  and  all  moneys  order- 
ed by  Uonmss  to  be  transmitted  for  the  public  service,  and  to  provide  guards  , 
for  the  sa^  conveyance  of  su<sh  despatches  and  moneys,  whenever  it  shall 
appear  to  the  board  to  be  necessary ;  to  superintend  the  raising,  recruiting, 
and  despatchins,  of  the  land  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ;  to 
take  care  and  mrection  of  prisoners  of  war ;  to  lay  before  Congress  proper 
aihd  seasonable  estimates  of  such  artillei|^,  arms,  ammunition,  and  warlike 
stores,  cl<^inff  and  medicines,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  wanted  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States }  to  execute  all  such  matters  as  they  shall  be  di- 
rected ;  to  give  their  opinion  on  all  such  subjects  as  shall  be  referred  to  them 
by  Congress ;  and,  in  general,  to  superintend  the  seveml  branches  of  the 
military  department ;  and  if.  at  any  time,  they  think  a  measure  necessary  for 
the  public  service,  to  which  their  powers  are  incompetent,  they  shall  com- 
manieate  the  same  to  Congress,  for  their  direction  therein ;  to  Keep  fair  en- 
tries of  all  the  business  transacted  by  them  : 

The  said  board  shall  sit  in  the  place  where  Congress  shall  be  held,  and  no 
member  of  the  board  shall  absent  himself  without  leave  of  Congress  $ 

All  the  proceeding  of  the  board  shall  be  inspected  by  Congress,  or  a  com- 
nuttee  by  them  appointed  for  that  purpose,  once  a  month,  or  oftener,  as  may 
be  thoagnt  proper  and  convenient ;  ana  every  member  of  Congress  may  have 
free  access  to  the  records  of  the  said  board,  and  take  copies  thereof,  except- 
ing copies  of  returns  of  the  armies,  provisions,  or  militaiy  stores,  which  shall 
not  be  delivered  to  any  member  without  the  order  of  Congress : 

Resolved^  That  all  military  and  other  officers  attending  upon  or  connected 
with  the  army  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  and 
enjoined  to  observe  the  directions  of  the  said  board,  in  makine  and  trans- 
mitting proper  returns,  and  such  other  matters  as  may  tend  to  facilitate  the 
boatneas  of  the  said  board : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  United  States,  to  rive  the  said  board 
all  necessary  assbtance  in  tlie  execution  of  the  business  of  their  department. 
Maolved,  That  the  salary  of  each  of  the  three  gentlemen  who  shall  con- 
duct the  business  of  the  board  of  war,  be  SOOO  dollars  per  annum. 

Ordertdf  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  commissioners  to  audit 
and  settle  the  accounts  of  Georgia  against  the  Unit^  States 
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The  several  mattera  to  this  Anj  referred,  being  poatpnud. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY.  October  18. 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Gates,  xt  Samtogs,  ud  anndrr  jnfta  co- 
closed,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  thej  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

Besolved,  That  all  letters,  returns  and  despatches  relative  to  (kai 
a&iur§  of  these  United  States,  in  the  department  of  the  trcanrj  tan, 
board  of  war,  the  marine  committee,  the  committee  of  commerce,  k  taa- 
mittee  of  foreign  affiiirs.and  all  other  committees  and  dcpartmeBts,k,fM: 
the  future,  directed  to  Congress  w  the  president;  any  rasMutian  rfCwtmi 
to  (he  contrary  nothvithstuiding. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Cotwrns  a  letter  froB  Mr.  Bb(- 
htm,  at  Martinique,  containing  a  copy  of  sani&y  reaolutieiis  passed  by  the 
assembly  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  the  S6th  May  last,  and  sudry  otint  pi- 
pers, which  were  read ;  Whereupon, 

Con^gress,  taking  into  consideration  a  resoire  of  tke  boose  of  asaemtalj  d 
Georgia,  of  the  Sbth  May  last,  purporting, "  that  captun  de  U  PtayK  bt 
empowered  to  engage  two  or  three  engineers  of  character,  with  seose  sCen 
for  the  artillery  service,  and  that  there  be  delivered  to  him  seme  blank  <»■ 
tinental  commissions,  which  he  may  bestow  on  such  officers  as  he  may  tbi^ 
proper  for  recruiting  men,  both  soldiers  and  sailors,  which  bnnitess,  if  cm- 
pleled,  the  officers  and  men  shall  be  received  into  the  continental  ballilit 
and  service  of  that  state ;  and  that  he  do  also  receire  cadets  aceerfigla 
the  usual  custom  of  the  army." 

Sesotvtd,  That  Congress  highly  disapprove  of  contiBental  comnMiwwi 
being  sent  abroad  in  the  manner  and  for  the  use  mentLoned  in  tbe  mi  it- 
solve,  as  well  as  of  the  design  to  recruit  soldiers  for  dw  contineatal  saws 
in  foreign  parts,  without  application  to  Congress,  and  pemisatoBfaMfa 
princes  ana  governments  within  whose  dominions  snch  recmtts  m^bc^ 
tained. 

Ordered,  That  this  resolve  be  transmitted  to  the  American  comBusnatn 
at  Paris,  by  the  committee  for  foreign  afiairs : 

That  a  copy  thereof  be  tent  to  the  state  trf  Georgia. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  and  papers  be  referred  to  theboard  of  war. 

A  letter  to  the  medical  committee,  from  William  Shinnen.  direetlH--ta^ 
nl,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boi 

The  several  matters  to  this  dsT  referrt 

A4iounied  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY.  OOoh 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Washinj 
a  letter  of  the  8th,  and  one  of  the  ISth.  fi 
the  11th,  from  colonel  David  Mason,  encli 
tial  on  the  trial  of  John  More,  a  deserter. 

Ordered,  That  the  judgment  of  thecou 
of  war,  and  the  letter  from  colonel  Masoi 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
read,  wherein  he  declares  his  acceptance  o 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
middle  department,  and,  the  ballots  being 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Elihn  Spencer  was  elect) 

llie  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ; 

Beaolvtd,  That  the  governor  and  conn 
the  artilleiy  regiments  m  the  service  of  t 
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much  in  the  late  eogagementB,  that  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  to  do 
the  dutj  of  artillerj-men  in  the  army,  and  therefore  that  the  government  of 
that  state  be  earnestlj  requested  to  order  the^companies  of  matrosees  in  the 
serrice  of  the  state  of  Maryland  to  join  the  army  immediately,  and  that  the 
said  companies  shall  be  ordered  to  return  whenever  the  government  of  that 
state  shall  require  it* 

JUsolved,  That  the  result  of  the  court  of  enquiry  into  the  expedition  of 
Staten-Island,  so  honorable  to  the  character  of  general  Sullivan,  is  highly 
pleasing  to  Congress,  and  that  the  opinion  of  the  said  court  be  published  in 
justification  of  me  injured  character  of  that  officer. 

Resolved^  That  brigadier-gen.  R.  Howe,  and  brigadier-gen.  M^Dougal,  be 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Massey  be  appointed  deputy  muster-master 
general  to  the  continental  troops  raiseu  or  to  be  raised  in  the  state  of  South- 
Carolina  and  €r«)rffia. 

Ordered,  That  those  parts  of  Mr.  President  Rutledge's  letter  of  August 
the  8th,  and  the  whole  of  the  11th  of  September,  to  the  delegates  of  South- 
C^^rolina,  relative  to  Indian  affairs,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs: 

That  »en.  R.  Howe's  letter  of  August  the  29th  last,  relating  to  the  general 
hospital  in  Suuth-Caroiina,  be  referred  to  the  medical  commi^ee. 

Congress  taking  into  consideration  gen.  R.  Howe's  letter  of  the  4th  of 
Septeiuber,  1777,  to  the  speaker  and  assembly  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and 
another  of  the  28th  of  Aufi;ust  to  the  president  of  Congress,  in  whicn  he  re- 
presents the  danger  of  an  Indian  war,  being  provoked  by  the  wantonness  and 
indiscretion  of  several  persons  in  that  state ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  president  and  assembly 
of  the  state  of  Georgia,  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  cultivate  peace  and 
harmony  with  the  Indian  nations;  and  to  enable  them  to  effect  this  salutary 
purpose,  that  they  forthwith  enact  laws  inflicting  severe  penalties  on  such  of 
their  inhabitants  as  may  endeavor  to  provoke  a  war  which  may  endanger  the 
state  of  Geoma,  and  entail  ei:eat  injury  and  expense  on  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Allen  M'Crosky  and  George  Stevenson,  jun.  be 
appointed  first  lieutenants;  Andrew  Colhoon  and  John  M'Curdy  second 
lieutenants,  and  William  Montgomery  and  David  Holmes  ensigns,  in  the  two 
r^lar  companies  appointed  to  be  raised  on  continental  establishmeaty  for 
the  nnrpose  of  guarding  the  stores  at  Carlisle ;  and  that  commissions  be  filled 
op  tor  uiem  accordingly* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  tiey ward  have  leave  of  absence  to  convey  hia  family 
to  South-Carolina. 

The  committee  on  foreirn  affairs  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  11th 
August  frote  W.  Lee,  at  Nantes,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  October  21,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one,  of  the  16th,  from 
gen.  Putnam,  at  Fishkill,  both  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  15th  from 
gov.  Clinton,  at  Kingston,  giving  an  account  of^a  capitulation  signed  on  the 
erening  of  the  14th,  for  the  surrender  of  gen.  Burgoyne,  and  his  army ;  a 
letter,  of  the  17th,  from  gen,  Sullivan,  at  Metuchin-Iiills,  with  sundry  pa- 
pers enclosed ;  one,  of  the  19th,  from  gen.  Mifflin,  enclosing  a  letter  firom 
col.  Lutterloe,  giving  an  account  of  gen.  Howe's  retreat  from  Germantown ; 
one,  of  the  14th,  from  gov.  TrumbuU,  at  Hartford ;  one^  of  the  9th,  from 
Vol.  II.  38 
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€oL  Mason,  at  Williamburgh ;  and  a  message  from  captain  White-Ejes; 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  message  from  captain  White -Eyes  be  referred  to  tiie 
committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  Jesse  Brown,  who  hath  been  employed  as  an  express bj 
his  excellency  governor  Trumbull  to  the  different  departments  and  to  mi 
from  Congress,  and  who  hath  proved  himself  faithful  and  alert  in  that  iwsi- 
ness,  submit  his  account  for  past  services  to  the  commissioners  o[  Mcmnis 
for  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  account  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  he  be  continued  as  an  express  rider  in  the  ctnti* 
nental  service. 

Jiesulved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the   United  States  in  Frmctuil 
Spain,  have  full  power  to  superintend  and  direct  the  several  agents  andk- 
tors  of  the  said  states,  employed  in  the  kingdoms  aforesaid ;  to  remove 
as  they  shall  judge  disqualified  for  this  office,  and  to  appoint  others  in 
room. 

A  motion  being  made  for  importing  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-genenI.i<! 
favor  of  the  board  of  war,  for  50,000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  by  tbestt 
Benjamin  Harrison,  jun.  esq.  deputy  pay -master  general  in  the  sou  thai  ik^ 
partment,  who  is  to  be  afccountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  colonel  Jeremiah  Di^i 
to  bepatd  to  Mrs.  Dugan,  for  the  sum  of  £00  dollars,  advanced  on  accsBBt 
of  his  pay  as  major  commandant,  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  John  Baynton,  esq.  deputy  pay -master  geseiii 
at  Pittsburgh,  10,000  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  con federati4)a,i«i^ 
ported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  i  in  debating  the  sixth  article,  it  fss 
moved,  that  instead  of  "  no  state  shall  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  whicki&y 
interfere  with  any  stipulations  in  treaties  hereafter  entered  into  by  the  li^' 
ed  States  assembled,  with  any  king,  prince  or  state,''  it  should  run  thtts,**!)* 
state  shall  lay  any  impost  or  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,^ 
ported  or  exported  by  any  foreign  nation  with  whom  the  United  Stateiij^ 
sembled  shall  enter  into  any  commercial  treaty,  other  than  what  shall  beli^ 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  such  state ;  provided  that  any  state  may  totally  f 
hibit  the  exportation  or  importation  of  any  particular  species  of  goods,  v^ 
or  merchandise;  and  provided  also,  that  it  any  foreign  nation  shall  D«t^ 
low  the  same  privileges,  exemptions  or  advant^es,  to  the  people  and  vet^ 
of  any  state  trading  in  their  ports,  as  to  their  own  people  and  vessels,  '^ 
said  state  may  disallow  the  like  privileges,  exemptions  and  advantaget^ 
those  foreigners:"  after  some  debate  thereon,  the  consideration  thereof^ 
postponed  to  the  afternoon. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commissary -general  of  p^ 
chases,  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-monw 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendment  moved  this  bh^ 
ing,  and  the  question  being  put. 

The  states  were  equally  divided. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Octoher  22,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  4000  dollars^  i*** 
vour  of  George  Ross,  esq.  and  company,  owners  of  the  Mary  Ann  fiif»** 
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in  part  pajment  of  cannon  ball  madebj  them  for  the  use  of  the  nayj.  agree* 
able  to  a  contract  with  the  navy  board  for  the  middle  department,  which 
board  is  to  be  charged  with  this  sum,  and  the  said  George  Ross  and  compa- 
ny to  be  accountable  to  them  for  the  same.. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  case  of  John  More,  a  private  in  the  4th,Virsinia  regi- 
ment, tried  and  condemned  to  be  shot  for  desertion,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court-martial,  be  referred  to  general  Washington  for  his 
determination  thereupon. 

A  petition,  from  Daniel  Shelly,  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  of  Carlisle,  in  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  copy  of  his  examination,  were  laid  before 
Congress  and  read : 

Chrdered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  executive  council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

A  letter  from  Daniel  Clyroer  to  Richard  Bache,  respecting  the  confine- 
ment of  Mr.  William  Franklin,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  and  memorial  of  Cumberland  Dugan,  of  Baltimore,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  commissary-general  of  purchases,  on  the  measures  to  be 
adopted  by  him  for  obtaining  the  necessary  supplies  of  provisions  for  the 
ensuing  year,  together  with  a  proposed  alteration  in  the  ration ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  be  authorizeu  and 
empowered  to  apply  to  the  governor  and  council  of  safety  of  Connecticut, 
or  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  or  to  empower  the  depu- 
ty commissary -general  of  purchases  for  the  eastern  district,  to  import  or 
contract  with  persons  who  shall  import  and  supply,  on  reasonable  terms,  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  salt,  for  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  middle 
«listrict ;  that  the  masters  of  the  vessels  to  be  employed  for  this  purpose,  be 
.severally  directed  to  deliver  their  cargoes  of  salt  at  such  ports  in  the  mid- 
dle or  southern  districts  as  the  commissary -general  shall  think  most  con- 
\enient,  and  tliat  he  order  cargoes  of  flour  or  grain,  on  the  arrival  of  those 
vessels  at  the  ports  aforesaid,  to  be  provided  and  shipped  in  them  for  the 
army  in  the  eastern  distnct : 

And  the  said  governor  and  council  of  safety  and  board  of  war  are  severally 
requested  to  assist  the  commissary  in  accomplishing  these  purposes,  and  to 
grant  or  procure  permits  for  exporting  cargoes  to  purchase  the  salt. 

And,  whereas,  there  is  an  immediate  demand  for  the  article  aforesaid  in 
the  middle  district : 

Resolved,  That  the  supreme  executive  authorities  of  the  states  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay and  Connecticut,  be  respectively  requested  to  assist  the  com- 
missary-general of  purchases  in  procunng  wagons  or  teams  for  removing 
12,000  bushels  of  salt  from  the  eastern  to  the  middle  district,  that  the  said 
commissary  be  directed  to  employ  the  wagons  or  teams  procured  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, to  remove  the  salt  from  thence  to  Connecticut ;  and  those 
procured  in  the  states  last  mentioned  in  removing  the  salt  from  thence  to 
such  places  on  the  North-River  as  he  shall  judge  most  convenient;  and  the 
said  commissary -general  is  directed  to  procure  wagons  or  teams  in  the  mid- 
dle district,  snd  load  them  with  flour,  to  be  delivered  at  the  North-River, 
and  sent  by  the  teams  bringing  the  salt  from  Connecticut  to  the  magazines 
of  the  army  in  that  state  ;  and  that  the  wagons  or  teams  from  the  middle 
di8trict  be  employed  to  bring  from  the  North-River  the  salt  to  be  deposited 
there  as  aforesaid: 

That  the  commissary-general  of  issues  be  directed  to  apply  to  general 
Washington  for  a  certificate  of  the  provisions  allowed  for  each  ration  drawn 
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by  the  army,  previous  to  the  appointment  of  himeelf  to  the  office  af(»r«u4, 
and  to  direct  the  several  issuing  commissariea  UQder  him  to  deliver pniviiioBi 
to  the  armj  agreeably  to  the  said  certificate,  till  the  farther  orden  oTCm- 
eress,  any  resolution  of  Congress  to  the  cuDtrary  aotwithstaodiDg  ;  and  tlat 
ue  commisaary-^neral  of  issues  transmit  to  Cunrress  by  the  eju-liest  op- 
portunity,  a  copy  of  the  certificate  which  he  shall  receive  fram  guu^ 
Waahington. 

fieso/fed.  That  the  alteration  proposed  by  the  commiaury-gefienf  of 
purchases  in  the  ration  at  present  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  isMcdbitlw 
army,  be  transmitted  to  general  Washington,  and  tliat  he  be  desired  ttCM- 
municate  to  Congress  his  sentiments  on  this  subject  as  soon  as  poasililc. 

Ordtred,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  foregoing  report  ]nfn 
a  plan  for  establishing  a  board  to  superintend  the  departneots  ef  twcM- 
missarieB  and  quarter-master-general. 

FouB  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Whereas,  reports  injurious  to  the  character  of  colonel  George  M«p. 
agent  for  Indian  aifairs  at  Fort-Pitt,  ha ve^pre vailed,  representing  htm  un- 
fnendiy  to  the  cause  of  America : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enqnire'into  IhtM- 
duct  of  colonel  Morgan  ;  and  that  he  be  required  forthwith  to  repair  ti 
Congress  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  a  proper  person  be  appointed  ta  per- 
form the  duties  entrusted  to  colonel  Morgan  until  the  event  of  such  eatfisj- 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Roberdeaa  and  Mr.  Lav- 

Orderedf  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  appointing  a  proper  pen"t» 
perform  the  duties  entrusted  to  colonel  Mo:^n  andl  the  event  Of  ibed- 
quiry  ordered  to  be  made  into  his  conduct. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Wherenpoo, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  lieu  ten  ant -colonel  Levin  Powrft  ftr 
the  use  of  part  of  the  Virginia  regiment  comoianded  by  colonel  ffilEa» 
Grayson,  now  on  their  march  to  join  the  main  army,  400  do!lara,teiM 
colonel  Grayson  to  be  accountabre : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  major  James  Armstrong  Wilson,  5S0  M- 
lars,  to  purchase  blanltets  for  the  use  of  the  two  companies  under  hb  co«- 
mand,  stationed  at  Carlisle, to  guard  th<       ■  ■-      -  ■        •■    ■  ■• 

The  board  of  treasury  report,  "  Uiat 
best  information  they  can  ontain,  that  ] 
mis  aioners  of  claims,  has  not  removed  fi 
Uiat  private  concerns  of  Fitzsimons,  am 
vented  his  necessary  attendance  to  the 
upon, 

Reiolved,  That  two  commissioners  a 
places  of  the  gentlemen  aforesaid : 

Ordered,  "Hiat  to-morrow  be  assigw 
flioners,  and  also  a  commissioner  for  a 
northern  department,  in  the  room  ofMr 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  refe 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Oe 

Application  beingmade  on  behalf  of] 
rector  of  the  hospital  in  the  district  of  Q 
ral  Wooster*g  order*,  dated  Albany,  M 
of  his  accounts: 

Ordered,  That  tihe  settlement  of  bis 
treasury. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  n 
10th  July  last;  Whereupon. 
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SOI 


Besohedj  That  the  navy -board  for  the  eastern  department  be  empowered^ 
to  suspend  anj  commander  or  other  officer  in  the  continental  navy  within 
their  aistrict»  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  shall  be  known,  giving  immedi- 
ate notice  thereof  to  the  marine  committee,  with  the  causes  of  such  suspension* 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  the  petition  and  memorial  of  Cum- 
berland Duean  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  mi  the  treasurer  for  5000  dollars,  in  favor 
of  the  committee  of  coflMuerce,  to  enable  them  to  settle  the  claims  of  Cum- 
berland Dugan,  specified  in  his  petition  and  memorial  refeired  to  them ;  the j 
10  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  confederation. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  word  **  hereafter/'  and  to  add  to  the 
para^ph  under  debate  on  Tuesday,  these  words,  ^'  in  pursuance  of  any 
treaties  already  proposed  by  Con^ss  to  .the  courts  of  France  or  Spain  ;'' 
and,  on  the  question  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ONd  the  paragraph  restraining  the  several  states  frdm  grantine;  commis- 
sions to  vessels  of  war,  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  it  was  moved  to 
add,  ^  aniess  such  state  be  infested  by  pirates,  in  which  case  vessels  of  war 
may  be  fitted  out  for  that  occasion,  and  kept  so  long  as  the  danger  shall  con- 
tinue, or  until  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  determine 
otherwise ;"  on  the  qaestionput,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  ^e  article  respecting  tne  powers  of  Congress,  a  motion  was  made,  to 
add  to  the  first  paramph,  **  provided  that  no  memt^rs  of  Congress  shall  be 
appoint«l  a  judge  of  any  of  the  said  courts ;"  question  put,  resolved  in  the 
amnnative. 

Anotfier  amendment  was  moved,  after  the  word,  **  entering  into  treaties 
and  alliances,"  to  insert,  ^*  provided,  that  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be 
made  whereby  the  legislative  power  of  the  respective  states  shall  be  restrain- 
ed from  imposing  such  imposts  and  duties  on  foreigners  as  their  own  people 
are  sulgected  to,  or  from  prohibitiDg  the  exportation  or  importation  of  any 
species  of  eoods  or  commodities  whatsoever :" 

After  debate,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the 
afternoon. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 
Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  die  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Fuller- 
ton  for  160  dollars,  being  for  the  payment  of  her  husband  Humphrey  Ful- 
lerton's  draught,  dated  Long-Island,  the  1st  May  last,  on  the  pay -master  of 
the  flying-camp,  for  £  €0,  on  account  of  his  pay  as  surgeon  to  col.  Swope's 
Pennsylvania  battalion  of  the  flying-camp,  he  lieing  taken  prisoner  at  Fort- 
Washington,  and  yet  remaining  so ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  paragraph  in  the  confederation, 
under  debate  this  morning,  which  being  divided,  and  the  question  being 
put  on  the  first  part,  as  far  as  the  disjunctive  *'  or ;" 


A''e»-'Mamp§hire,  Mr.  FoIsoiQ, 
Mat$a^HU'JSajf,  Mr.  S.  Aduns^ 

J.Adams, 


Rffde-hlandf 


Xew-Tvrk^ 


Lovell, 
Mr.  Maichant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Willuuni^ 
Mr.  Dtiane, 
Duer, 


A>»-/«rBfy,        Mr.  Witherspoon,  no 

Elmer,  ay 


PcnntybHxniaj 

Maryland^ 
Virgima, 


^.'Carolinot 
S.-CaroUnfh 


Mr.  Morria, 
Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Jones^ 
R.  H.  Lee, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
llarrie, 

Mr.  Peon, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Iley'ward, 
Laurens, 


8o  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  puton  the  second  partand  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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Reaotoed,  lli&t  the  farther  consideration  of  the  article  be  postponed  dU 


The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

OrAtred,  That  a  warrant  is§ue  on  Natnaniel  Appleton,  esq.  < 
of  the  loan-olfice  in  the  sUte  of  MossachuflettB-fia^,  for  50.000  dollin,n 
favor  of  the  navy -board  fur  the  eastern  department,  for  the  aervice  <rf  Ih 
navy  under  their  direction  ;  they  to  be  accountable  ; 

that  a  warrant  issue  on  Joseph  Clark, commisaioner  of  the  coDtinHUllau- 
office,tn  theetate  of  Rhode -Island,  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  thtaiTT- 
boardforthc  eastern  department,  for  the  aerriceof  thenavy  ander^Moi- 
rection  ;  thej  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  esq.  commiBsioner  «f  te 
loaQ-ofhce  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts- Baj,  for  3160)  dollftra  in  fnwrf 
Isaac  Smith,  Ebenezer  Sturer,  and  William  Phillips,  esqrs.  agents appobtid 
by  the  marine  committee,  for  settling  the  accoanta  of  the  prizes  taken  bitlie 
vessels  fitted  out  by  order  of  gen.  ^\  ashinglon,  to  pay  offa  balance  whi(«  lb 
said  agents  certify  to  be  due  to  capt.  Winthrop  Sargent  oq  his  accotmt 

Raolved,  That  any  two  being  a  majority  of  the  navy  board,  for  thewt- 
era  department,  in  the  absence  of  the  other,  be,  and  they  are  herebj  enptr- 
ered,  to  do  and  transact  all  and  every  matter  and  'thing,  whicb,  by  t^  M- 
stitution  of  thesaidboard,  all  the  members  jointly  were  empowered  to  do. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  navy  board  for  the  eaatcni  departsat 
instead  of  the  salary  heretofore  ordered,  be  allowed  55  dollars  a.  moolli.a' 
that  the  said  navy  board  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  to  appeiatw 
other  clerk,  if  they  shall  judge  it  absolutely  necessary,  and  to  allorkia 
such  salary  as  they  shall  judge  adequate  to  ba  services,  not  exceedi^  i' 
dollars  a  montli. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponedi 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  84,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  ^Ist,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  White-Marsh,  wu  read: 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  thereof,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  recruitingKi- 
vice  and  taking  up  deserters,  be  sent  to  the  executive  powers  of  each  aUU- 

A  memorial  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  deputy  pay-master  general  i> 
he  northern  department,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.  | 

A  memorial,  from.  Mons.  de  Crenis,  was  read,  praying  to  be  appoint^' 
lieu  tenant- col  on  el  of  cavalry; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  th 

Congress  resumed  the  considerai 
pecting  the  powers  of  Congress,  and 
tion  thereof  was  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on 
Dr.  William  Shippen,  director-senei 
to  the  said  Dr.  shippen,  and  tor  w 
to  indemnify  the  treasurer  for  so  r 
Shippen  on  account  of  the  military  I 
15tli  October,  1777. 

The  president  informed  Congress 
inittee,  he  had,  on  the  7th  January  li 
3000  dollars,  in  favor  of  James  Mori 
men  who  re-toolc  the  brig  Lexington 
pay  on  account. of  wages  due  to  tht 
to  be  accountable;  with  an  order  t 
the  public  books,  till  the  books  of  th 
money  would  be  properly  charged ; 
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Ordered,  That  the  warrant  be  entered  and  the  mone^  charged  by  the 
treasurer  in  the  public  books. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  brigadier-general  Conway,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  lx»ard  of  war. 

Congress  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the  article  of  confederation  rela- 
tive to  the  powers  of  Congress,  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Adjourn^  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  25,  1777. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  reported,  that  they  have  audited  the  ac' 
counts  of  Mr.  President  Hancock,  tor  expenditures  by  him  for  the  use  of 
Congress,  and  there  is  due  to  him  on  balance  of  accounts,  1392  32-90  dollars ; 
AYhereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  pay  the  said  balance  to  the  president  on  a  copy 
of  tliis  report  bein^  presented  to  him,  certified  by  the  secretary  of  Congress. 

The  said  committee  brought  in  a  farther  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Simon  Hancock,  captain  of  a  company 
in  colonel  Josias  Clapham's  battalion  of  Virginia  militia,  50  dollars,  the  said 
colonel  Clapham  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  in  favor  of 
Archibald  McDonald,  for  the  sum  of  260  dollars,  it  beins  for  the  allowance 
due  to  himself,  Allan,  Reynold,  Allan,  jun.  and  Alexander  M'Donald,  and 
their  three  sen-ants,  prisoners  from  Tryon  county,  in  the  state  of  New-York, 
from  the  27th  August  to  19th  November,  inclusive. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  application  of  Abraham  Nimnam  and  his  companions, 
in  behalf  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  be  referred  to  major-general  Gates,  to  whose  army  they  are 
requested  to  repair. 

Ordered,  That  200  dollars  be  paid  to  the  said  Abraham  Nimham,  for  the 
use  of  himself  and  his  companion,  and  as  an  acknowledgment  for  tlieir  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  the  United  States. 

A  letter,  from  W.  Stockton  and  others,  prisoners  in  Carlisle  gaol,  and  a 
letter,  of  the  22d,  from  the  coAnmittee  of  Carlisle,  with  one  enclosed  from 
Dr.  John  Kearsly,  were  read,  representing  the  uncomfortableness  of  the  gaol, 
on  account  of  the  windows  not  being  glazed  ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  president  write  to  the  committee  of  Carlisle,  and  re- 
quest them  to  apply  to  the  commissioners  of  the  county,  and  desire  them  to 
nave  the  gaol  made  as  comfortable  as  circumstances  will  admit,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  prisoners. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  article  of  confederation  res- 
pecting the  powers  of  Congress ;  Whereupon, 

It  was  moved  to  strike  out  "coining  money  and  regulating  the  value  there- 
of,^' and  insert,  "  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin  struck  by  their  own 
authority,  or  by  that  of  the  respective  states :"  and  the  question  being  put,  ^ 
resolveci  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  articles  of  confederation^ 
be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

'^rhe  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  27,  1777. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  from  the  hon.  Stephen 
Hopkins  and  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from  New-Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut  and 
New-York,  and  for  other  purposes  mentioned  in  a  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  10th  September  last,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 
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Chdered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  eeneral  Washington,  enclosing  the  copy  of  t 
letter  of  the  2dd,  from  commoaore  Hazleweod ;  one,  from  Samuel  Ward,  and 
one,  from  Robert  Ballard,  both  of  the  same  date,  at  Read-Bank,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  article  of  confederation,  res- 
pecting the  powers  of  Congress;  Whereupon,  it  was  mored  to  strike  oat 
these  words,  <^  deciding  all  disputes  and  diflferences  now  subsisting  or  that 
hereafter  may  arise  between  two  or  more  states  concerning  boundaries,  ju- 
risdictions, or  any  other  cause  whateyer,"  and  instead  thereof  to  insert 
'*the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  also  be  the  last  resort  on 
appeal  in  all  disputes  and  differences  now  subsisting,  or  that  hereafter  may 
arise,  between  two  or  more  states  concerning  Boundary,  jurisdiction,  or  any 
other  cause  whatever ;  which  authority  shall  always  be  exercised  in  the  man- 
ner following ;  whenever  the  legislative  or  executive  authority,  or  lawful 
agent  of  any  state  in  controversy  with  another,  shall  present  a  petition  to 
Congress,  stating  the  matter  in  question,  and  praying  for  a  hearing,  notice 
thereof  shall  be  given  by  order  of  Congress  to  the  legislative  or  executive 
authority  of  the  other  state  in  controversy,  and  a  day  assigned  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  parties  by  their  lawful  agents,  who  shall  then  be  dfrected  to 
appoint,  byjoint  consent,  commissioners  or  judges  to  constitute  a  court  for 
hearing  and  determining  the  matter  in  question ;  but,  if  they  cannot  agree. 
Congress  shall  name  three  persons  out  of  each  of  the  United  States,  and 
from  the  list  of  such  persons  each  party  shall  alternately  strike  out  one,  the 
petitioners  beginning  until  the  number  shall  be  reduced  to  thirteen ;  and  from 
that  number  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  nine  names,  as  Congress  shall 
direct,  shall  in  the  presence  of  Congress  be  drawn  out  by  lot ;  and  the  per- 
sons whose  names  shall  be  so  drawn,  or  any  five  of  them,  shall  be  commis- 
sioners or  judges  to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  controversy;  so  always 
as  a  major  part  of  tiie  judges  who  shall  hear  the  cause  shall  agree  in  the  de- 
termination : 

And  if  either  party  shall  neglect  to  attend,  at  the  day  appointed,  without 
shewing  reasons  which  Congress  shall  judge  sufficient,  or,  being  present, 
shall  refuse  to  strike,  the  secretary  of  Congress  shall  do  it  in  behalfof  such 
party,  and  the  judgment  and  sentence  of  the  court  to  be  appointed  in  the  man- 
ner before  prescribed  shall  be  final  and  conclusive ;  and  if  any  of  the  parties 
shall  refuse  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  such  court,  or  to  appear  or  defend 
their  claim  or  cause,  the  court  shall  nevertheless  proceed  to  pronounce  sen- 
tence or  judgment,  which  shall,'in  like  manner,  be  final  and  decisive,  the 
judgment  or  sentence  and  other  proceedings  being  in  either  case  transmitted 
to  Congress  and  lodged  among  the  acts  of  Congress,  for  die  security  of  the 
parties  concerned ;  provided  that  everj  commissioner,  before  he  sits  in  judg- 
ment, shall  take  an  oath,  to  be  administered  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme or  superior  court  of  the  state  where  the  cause  shall  be  tried,  well  and 
truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  in  question  according  to  the  best  of 
his  judgment,  without  favor,  affection,  or  hope  of  reward ;  provided,  also^  tiiat 
no  state  shall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States.'' 

.V-ZTafn/toAtre,  Mr.  Folsom,  tto  ^  lyeut-Jenet,      Mr.  Withenpooiw  ^X^. 

Masta'tu-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adorns,  af^  Elmer  ayy       ' 

J.  Adams,  ay  >ay  Pemuyhania,  Mr.  Robetdeau,  ogr  yay 

Gerry,  ay  J  Virgiiaa,  Mr.  Jones,  ay  \ 

Hhode-Itland,    Mr.  Marchknt,  oy  ^ay  R. H.Lee,  ayf 

Cmtnectieui^      Mr.  Dyer,  "\  F.  L.  Lee,  ayl^ 

Law,  no  V  Harvie,  ay} 

Williams,  J  J\r.' Carolina,     Mp.Pcnn,  oy"?^^ 

ATfTP.r«*,        Mr.Duane,  ^!flau  Harnett,  oy5*^ 

IKier,  ayS^  JS^Car&lTna,      Mr.  Hey  ward,  '^l  g£  ^ 

'  Lai^reas,  nay  ^*' 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

CoDcresg  resumed  the  consideratioQ  of  the  article  in  confederation  last 
tinder  debate. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  words  "  not  members  of  any  of  the 
states,"  and  instead  thereof  to  insert  <<  not  residing  within  the  limits  of  anj 
of  the  United  States ;"  another  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  clause  so  as 
to  read  thus,  *'  managing  all  affairs  relative  to  war  and  peace  with  all  In- 
dians not  members  of  any  particular  state,  and  regulating  the  trade  with 
such  nations  and  tribes  as  are  not  resident  within  such  limit?  wherein  a  par- 
ticular state  claims,  and  actually  exercises  jurisdiction  :"  after  debate, 

Resolved,  Tlutt  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Hie  several  jnatters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  October  «8, 1777. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  and, 
after  debating  on  the  amendments  moved  yesterday,  adjourned  to  four  o'clock. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Hie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer,  in  favor  of  Robert  Jew* 
ell,  for  maintaining  prisoners  in  Philadelphia  new  gaol, 'from  the  19thof  Aa« 
gust  to  the  d4th  ot  September,  for  the  salary  doe  to  him  and  his  two  assbt- 
ants  for  mending  a  pump,  for  candles,  &c.  933  37-90  dollars.  ^ 

A  petition  from  Henry  Watts,  and  a  memorial  from  chevalier  Dorset,  were 
read: 

Ordered,  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  the  latter 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  applications. 

Conrress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  and 
instead  of  the  two  amendments  proposed,  it  was  moved  to  add  to  the  clause 
these  words,  '*  provided,  that  the  legislative  right  of  any  state  within  its  own 
limits  be  not  infringed  or  violated ;''  and  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  29,  1777. 

A  petition  from  Mens,  le  Brun,  was  read,  praying  that  the  president 
woula  grant  him  a  certificate  to  verify  tlie  deatn  of  the  late  Mons.  Charles 
Tnmaondtt  Coudrajr*  brigadier,  colonel,  and  adjutant-general  of  artillerv  in 
Ffan6e,bom  in  Rheims,  in  the  province  of  Champeigne,  which  happened  the 
I5th  day  of  September,  1777,  and  representing  that  such  a  certificate  is  ne- 
cessary for  his  fiimily,  and  that  he  would  wish  to  have  it  triple,  in  order  to 
send  it  to  his  brother  by  different  ways  : 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  ^nted. 

Coneress  resumed  tne  consideration  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  when 
the  following  amendments  were  moved  and  agreed  to:  instead  of  *< general 
officers"  to  read  *'all  officers:"  after  ^United  States,"  to  add  "excepting 
rmmental  officers,"  *<and  commissioning  all  officers  whatever." 

Mr,  President  Hancock  then  took  leave  of  Congress. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Bemdved,  That  the  secretary  officiate  as  president  until  a  new  choice  is 

ttadc* 
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On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  secret&nr  wait  on  the  president  And  W{uA 
him  to  furnish  the  house  with  a  copy  of  the  speech  witn  which  he  tookleaie 
of  Congress. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  confederatioD,  ui 
after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  October  30,  1777. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Wherevpoa, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Stevens  Thompson  Mason,  esq.  de- 
puty commissary  for  the  prisoners  of  war  in  Virginia,  2000  dc^hni  for 
maintenance  of  the  said  prisoners,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accoantitte; 
and  that  a  copy  of  this  order,  signed  by  the  secretary,  be  a  sufficieiit  fovcbtr 
to  the  treasurer  to  pav  this  sum. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Hesolvedf  That  the  government  ot  the  state  of  Connecticat  be  reqvotei 
to  permit  the  workmen  at  Salisbury  iron-works  to  cast  mortars  for  coBtiMi* 
tal  use  of  such  calibres,  and  in  such^  numbers,  as  shall  be  directed  by  liri|^* 
dier-general  Rnox,  and  that  he  be  informed  of  this  resolution,  and  6ism 
to  write  to  governor  Trumbull  oh  the  subject: 

That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  board  of  war  to  the  government  d  tk 
state  of  New- York,  representing,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  g;reat  wtiii^ 
lead,  and  the  absolute  necessity  there  is  for  providing  seasonable  luiwffi 
of  that  article :  that  it  be  therefore  earnestly  recommended  to  the  »^ 
government  forthwith  to  take  measures  for  having  the  lead-mines  is  <^ 
state  worked  ;  and  that,  in  case  a  sufficient  number  of  labourers  caaaot  ht 
procured  for  that  purpose,  the  commissary -general  of  prisoners  be  directed 
to  furnish  a  competent  number  of  prisoners  of  war  for  that  end. 

Mesolvedp  That  William  Feltman,  second 4ieutenant  in  captain  Wiatter^^ 
independent  company,  be  advanced  to  the  rank  Qf  first-lieutenant: 

That  ensign  Bachinstone  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  secoud-lieotesiit 

That  Joseph  Bank  be  appointed  an  ensign  in  the  said  companj. 

Conmss  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  contederatioii,  «hs 
the  following  amendments  were  moved  and  agreed  to,  viz.  strike  ont*^  can- 
cil  of  state,  &c."  and  read  *'  The  United  States  in  Congress  asseakM, 
shall  have  authority  to  appoint  a  committee  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Cusps< 
to  be  denominated  a  committee  of  the  states,  and  to  consist  of  one  dihy* 
from  each  state,  and  to  appoint  such  otiier  committees,  &c." 

In  the  next  clause  strike  out "  and  a  suitable  person  for  a  secretary  *«^ 
read  "  to  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  preside :" 

To  change  the  words  ^  agree  on  and  nx"  for  the  word  "  ascertsii,*^ 
to  amend  the  clause  to  read  thus,  '<  to  ascertain  the  necessary  sums  of 
to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appropriate 
ply  the  same  for  defraying  the  public  expenses  s" 

In  the  clause  for  adjoumroent  to  add,  **  so  that  no  period  of  ad 
be  for  a  longer  duration  than  the  space  of  six  months :" 

In  tlie  clause  for  borrowing  or  emitting  money  to  add, 
every  half  year  to  the  respective  states  an  account  of  the  siinia  oC 
borrowed  or  emitted :'' 

To  amend  the  clause  for  calling  upon  the  states  for  their  quota  of 
80  that  each  state  may  '*  clothe''  as  well  as  arm,  &c.  its  quota  of 

It  was  then  moved  after  the  words  **  unless  nine  states  shall 
same,"  to  insert "  provided  that  the  nine  states  so  assenting  shall 
hend  a  majority  of  tlie  people  of  the  United  States,  excluding  d 
Indians,  for  which  purpose  a  true  account  of  the  number  of 
«ach  state  shall  be  triennially  taken  and  transmitted  to  the 
United  States ;'' 
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jRkttk-ldaml, 


JWw^rM^, 


no 


PenfiMytvamOy 

Maryland^ 

VirgimOy 


^.'Carolirm, 


Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Jones, 

K.  H*  L^c, 

F,  L.  Lee, 

Harvie, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

Mr.^YIeyward, 

'  Laurens, 


^ew-Haa^Mre,  Mr.  FoIboid, 
JUas$t;^Mtt»~£a^,  Mr.  S.  Adains, 

J.  Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Law, 
Williams, 
Mc  Doane, 
Duer, 
^em-Jeney^        Mr.  Witherspoon,  no 

Klmer,  nt 

So  it  passed  in  the  negatire. 

It  was  moTed  and  agreed  to  amend  the  clause,  ^  no  person  holdinc  any 
office  under  the  United  States,  for  which  he  or  another  for  his  benent  re- 
ceives anjr  salary,  fees  or  emolument  of  any  kind,  shall  be  capable  of  being 
a  delegate,"  and  read '^  no  person  being  a  dfelegate  shall  be  capable  of  hold- 
ing anj  office  under  the  United  States,  for  which  he  or  any  other  for  his 
benefit  receiTes  any  salary,  fees  or  emolument  of  any  kind :" 

On  the  clause  ror  entering  the  yeas  and  nays  it  was  moved,  after  the 
words,  **  on  any  question,''  to  insert  '*  except  on  a  previous  question,"  and 
instead  of  **  when  it  is  desired  by  any  delegate,"  to  read,  ^  when  it  is 
desired  by  any  state ;"  and  the  question  being  severally  put,  passed  in  the 
nentive. 

The  question  was  then  put  to  agree  to  the  clause ; 


J\r.'Bictmp9kire^  Mr.  Folsom, 
MoMacfttM-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Adam% 
Oeny, 
Lovell, 
JUodb-/«&TSu^    Mr.  Marchant, 
Cmnedicutf      Mr.  Pyer, 

Law, 
Williams^ 
•Yew^rmie,         Mr.  Duane, 

Duei^ 


^ewSeney^      Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Ehner, 
PenKtyhama,  Mr,  Roberdeau, 


Maryland, 
Virgima, 


^,'CaroUn<h 
S.- Carolina, 


Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Jones, 
R.  H.Lee, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
Hanrie, 

Mr.  ^enn, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Heyward 
Laurens, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  51,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Ghites,  with  the  copy  of  the  convention  of 
Saratoga,  and  another,  of  tfie  20th,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  him  to 
maior-general  J.  Yauehan,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  gen.  Gates,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  tmit  the  committee  of  intelligence  publish 
the  convention.  . 

Baolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  several  states,  to  set  apart  a  day  for  thanksgiving,  for  the 
signal  success,  lately  obtained  over  the  enemies  of  these  United  States : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Roberdeau. 

A  letter  from  R.  Towers,  to  Mr.  Roberdeau,  was  laid  before  Congress. 
and  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Orderedy  That  col.  Wilkinson,  who  brought  the  despatches  from  gen. 
Gates,  be  directed  to  attend  Congress : 

CoU  Wilkinson  attending,  was  admitted,  and  having  informed  Congress 
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that  he  had  sundry  papers  to  laj  before  Congress  as  soon  as  he  t^oald  hin 
time  to  dieest  and  arrange  them,  and  having  answered  snndrr  qaestions  re- 
lative to  the  situation  of  our  army,  and  that  of  the  enemy,  before,  aadattbe 
time  ef,  and  since  the  convention,  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  an  express  be  immediately  despatched  to  gen.  Wailiii^- 
ton,  with  a  copy  of  gen.  Gates's  letter  and  the  convention  of  Sarmtogt. 

Four  o^clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brou^t  in  a  report :  WberenpM, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  William  Buchanan,  esq.  commitniy-te- 
neral  of  purchases,  100,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  ua  w 
which  he  IS  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  a  copy  of  this  order,  certified  bj  11^ 
secretary  and  pUssed  at  the  board  of  treaaui^r,  be  a  sufficient  voucher  brtke 
payment  ef  the  said  money. 

The  secretary  laid  before  Congress  a  copy  of  the  speech  with  which  Mr. 
Hancock  took  leave  of  Congress,  which  was  ordered  to  be  entered  oaik 
journals,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  Chnilemen:  Friday  last  completed  two  years  and  five  months  since  jn 
did  me  the  honor  of  electing  me  to  fill  this  chair.  As  I  could  never  flitter 
myself  your  choice  proceeded  from  any  idea  of  my  abilities,  but  rather  km 
a  partial  opinion  of  my  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  America,  I  felt  mn& 
under  the  strongest  obligations  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office,  unA  ^ 
accepted  the  appointment  with  the  firmest  resolution  to  go  through  the  te- 
siness  anneiea  to  it  in  the  best  manner  I  was  able.  Every  argosieatao- 
spired  to  make  me  exert  myself^  and  I  endeavored,  by  industry  and  ittfli' 
tion,  to  make  up  for  every  other  deficiency. 

^  As  to  my  conduct,  both  in  and  out  of  Congress,  in  the  exeortM  of 
your  business,  it  is  improper  for  me  to  say  any  thing.  You  are  ih  hett 
judgen.  But  I  think  I  shail  be  forgiven  if  i  say  I  have  spared  nopiiti  ^' 
pense,  or  labor,  to  gratify  your  wishes,  and  to  accomplish  the  ne«i  ^ 
Congress. 

*' My  health  being  much  impaired,  I  find  some  relaxation  absolutely  ae- 
cessary,  after  such  constant  application ;  I  must  therefore  request  jv^ 
indulgence  for  leave  of  absence  for  two  months. 

*'But  I  cannot  take  my  departure,  eentlemen,  without  expressing  vj 
thanks  for  the  ciTility  and  pohteness  Ihave  experienced  from  you*  n i^ 
impossible  to  mention  this  without  a  heartfelt  pleasure. 

*'  If,  in  the  course  of  so  long  a  period  as  I  have  had  the  honor  to  U^ 
chair,  any  expressions  may  have  aropped  from  me  that  may  have  givca^ 
east  offence  to  any  member,  it  was  not  intentional,  so  1  hope  his  at^ 
will  pass  it  over. 

^'May  everjr  happiness,  gentlemen,  attend  you,  both  as  members  ffi^; 
house  and  as  individuals ;  and  I  pray  heaven,  that  unanimity  and 
verance  may  go  hand  in  hand  in  this  house ;  and  that  every  thing    ' ' 
tend  to  distract  or  divide  your  councils  be  forever  banished." 

It  was  then  movod»  "  that  the  tha^iks  of  Congress  be  presented  to 
Hancock,  esq,  for  the  unremitted  attention  and  steady  impartiality' 
he  has  manifested  in  discharge  of  the  vari6os  duties  of  his  office,  is 
dent,  since  his  election  to  the  chair  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1775." 

Previous  to  the  determination  of  this  motion,  it  was  moved  "to 
as  the  opinion  of  Congress,  that  it  is  improper  to  thank  any  prettdeatiot'i 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office ;" 


J^em-EompBhirei  Mr.  Folsom, 

^}ay 

Hhode-Itlimd, 

Mr.  Marchaot, 

Ma99a'tt$9'JBaif,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

fly) 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

J.  Adams, 

^y>/,« 

Iaw, 

Geny, 

fl^S^ 

WUfianui, 

I/)veU, 

atf) 
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^nW'xoiHCf 


J*etuuyhania, 
yirgtma. 


no 


no 


^.'CaroUnot 
S^'CarQUna^ 


Hr.  Duane, 

I>uer, 
Mr.  Blmer, 
Mr.  Roberdeau* 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Jones, 

R.  U.Lee, 

P.  L-Lee, 

Harvie, 

So  the  states  were  equally  diTided. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  first  motion ; 


Mr.  Peiui, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Heyward, 
Laurens, 


no 
no 


no 


(Uv, 


JiTew'BamffoMre,  Mr.  Folsom, 
MtuuCttU-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adanu^ 

J.  Adam% 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Law, 
WimaiDfl, 
Mr.  Diiane, 
Duer, 


no 


-Conneeticuty 


no  }no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no  ^no 


PenMylvaniOj 

MaryfaTulf 

Virginia^ 


^»-CaroUna, 
S.-CaroUnOj 


Mr.  Elmer, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Jones, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Harvie, 
Mr.  Penn, 

flamett, 
Mr.  Heyward, 

Laurens, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  J^ovtmher  1,  1777. 

Mr.  Clingan,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  took  his  seat. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  president;  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken. 

The  hon.  Henry  Laurens  was  elected. 

The  committee  apnointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  the  several 
states,  to  set  apart  a  clay  of  public  thanksgiving,  brought  in  a  report ;  which 
was  taken  into  consideration,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Forasmuch  as  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  all  men  to  adore  the  super- 
intending providence  of  Almighty  God ;  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  their 
obllndon  to  him  for  benefits  received,  and  to  implore  such  farther  blessings 
as  they  stand  in  need  of;  and  it  having  pleased  nim  in  his  abundant  mercy 
not  only  to  continue  to  us  the  innumerable  bounties  of  his  common  provi- 
dence. But  also  smile  upon  us  in  the  prosecution  of  a  just  and  necessary  war, 
for  the  defence  and  establishment  of  our  unalienable  rights  and  liberties; 
particniarlj  in  that  he  hath  been  pleased  in  so  great  a  measure  to  prosper  the 
means  used  for  the  support  of  our  troops  and  to  crown  our  arms  witn  most 
ngnal  success:  It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  executive 
powers  of  these  United  States,  to  set  apart  Thursday,  the  18th  day  of  Decem- 
bernext,  fdr  solemn  thanksgiving  and  praise ;  that  with  one  heart  and  one  voice 
the  good  people  may  express  the  grateful  feelings  of  their  hearts,  and  con- 
secrate themselves  to  the  service  of  their  divine  benefactor ;  and  that  toge- 
ther with  their  sincere  acknowledsments  and  offerings,  they  may  Join  the  pe- 
nitent confession  of  their  manifold  sins,  whereby  tney  had  forfeited  every 
favor,  and  their  humble  and  earnest  supplication  that  it  may  please  God, 
through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  mercitully  to  forgive  and  blot  them  out 
of  remembrance ;  that  it  may  please  him  graciously  to  afford  his  blessings  on 
the  i^vernments  of  these  states  respectively,  and  prosper  the  public  council 
of  the  whole ;  to  inspire  our  commanders  both  by  lancl  and  sea,  and  all  un- 
der them,  with  that  wisdom  and  fortitude  which  may  render  them  fit  instru- 
ments, under  the  providence  of  Almighty  God,  to  secure  forHhese  United 
the  greatest  of  all  blessings,  independence  and  peace ;  that  it  tnay 
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|ileuehim  to  prosper  the  tnde  uid  iiiuiur&ctures  of  the  people  uid  titeUhv 
of  the  husbandman,  that  our  land  maj  jield  its  increue;  to  take  ttimii 
and  seminaries  of  education,  so  necessary  for  cultivating  the  priocipleigf 
true  liberty,  virtue  and  piety,  under  hii  nurturing  hand,  and  to  jpmspti  tbt 
means  of  religion  for  the  promotion  and  enlarsemeDt  of  that  kingdon  wUii 
consisteth  in  righteousness,  peace  and  joy  in  tite  Holy  Ghaat. 

And  it  is  further  recommended,  that  servile  labor,  and  such  recieattaai^ 
though  at  other  times  innocent,  may  be  unbecoming  the  purpose  of  Ite^- 
pointment,  be  omitted  on  so  solemn  an  occasion. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  t>eing  poatponed, 

Adjonrned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY.  Jybventber  3,  1777- 

A  letUr,  of  the  34th  of  October,  from  R.  Bache  ;  one,  of  the  20th  of  tbt 
game  month,  from  governor  Trumbull,  enclosing  a  resolution  passed  in  Ik 
bouse  of  assembly  of  Connecticnt,  the  11th  of  the  same  month;  oDe,ofte 
asth,  from  gen.  Sullivan,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  r«ad : 

Ordered,  That  the  president  return  an  answer  to  major-eeaeral  SnUim, 
and  enclose  him  a  copy  of  the  resolution  passed  the  ZOth  of  October  Uit: 

That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  r- 
ferred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commissary-genenl  ri 
purchases,  and  that  they  m  directed  to  confer  farther  with  him  on  tiw  9*^ 
ject,  and  report  this  afternoon  : 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Bache  be  referred  to  the  board  of  tteMuiy. 

Ordered,  That  col.  Wilkinson  be  admitted  to  lay  before  Congress  d«  >f- 
ternoon  the  papers  relative  to,  the  affairs  in  the  northern  departaient 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

According  to  order,  colonel  Wilhinson  attended  and  delivered  atssige 
from  gen.  Gates,  in  the  following  words  ; 

"  J  have  it  in  charge  from  major-general  Gates  to  represent  t«  the  hsMn- 
ble  the  Congress,  that  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  at  the  time  be  i^iti- 
lated,  was  strongly  entrenched  on  a  formidable  post,  with  twelve  days' pv- 
vision  ;  that  the  reduction  of  Fort-! " 
<inent  prepress  up  the  Hudson's  river 
reflection  which  lett  general  Gates  n 
lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  but  ind 
ing  with  his  nroposals,  hazarding  a  di 
his  position  for  the  security  of  our  ma{ 
our  conquests,  and  procured  lieutena 
joys.    Had  our  attack  been  carried  ag 
dismemberment  of  our  army  must  nei 
incapacitated  it  from  further  action, 
spirits,  major-gen.  Gates  now  waits  tl: 

Col.  Wilkinson  then  laid  before  Co 
to  the  convention,  which  were  read,  v: 

1.  A  message  from  lieu  ten  ant- gen. 
gen.  Gates's  answer,  of  the  13th  of  O 

S.  A  message  from  lientenant-genei 
14th  of  October : 

3.  Another  message  accompanying 

4.  Gen.  Gates's  proposals  to  lieute 
Burgoyne's  answer ; 

5.  A  message  from  lieutenant-gen. 

6.  Gen.  Burgoyne's  proposals,  and 

7.  Message  irom  gen.  Burgoyne  to' I 
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8.  Another  message  from  gen.  Bargojne  to  gen.  Gates,  October  16t>i : 

9.  Message  from  gen.  Gates  to  gen.  Burcojne : 

10.  Return  of  gen.  Bnrgoyne's  armj,  which  surrendered : 

11.  Return  of  ordnance,  &c.  taken  and  surrendered : 

12.  Articles  of  convention : 

13.  Gen.  Gates's  explanation  to  include  gen«  Burgoyne  in  the  convention : 
After  which  col.  Wilkinson  withdrew. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull, 
with  the  enclosed  resolution  of  the  generaJ  assembly  of  Connecticut,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  considered ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  4th  t)f  October 
last,  relative  to  the  department  of  the  purchasing,  and  issuing  commissa- 
ries, be  forthwith  transmitted  by  exptess  to  the  governor  and  council  of 
safety  of  Connecticut,  who  are  authorized  and  requested  to  appoint  a  depu- 
ty commissary-general  of  purchases,  and  a  deputy  commissary-general  otis- 
sues  for  the  eastern  distnct,  provided  the  appointments  of  Congress  to  the 
respective  offices  aforesaid  are  not  accepted,  and  gen.  Putnam  has  not  made 
sucli  appointments,  agreeable  to  the  powers  givenliim  by  the  resolution  last 
mentioned,  or  that  the  officers  so  appointee!  should  appear  to  the  said  go- 
vernor and  coancil  incompetent  to  the  business : 

That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolution  be  transmitted  by  the  express  afore- 
sud  to  major-^n.  Putnam,  who  is  directed  to  inform  his  excellency  governor 
Trumbull  of  his  conduct  relative  to  the  premises,  and  to  direct  the  officers 
who  may  have  accepted  the  appointments  aforesaid,  forthwith  to  apply  to  the 
gpvemor  and  council  of  safety  for  instructions,  and  that  gen.  Putnam  cease 
to  proceed  further  in  the  business  aforesaid : 

That  a  duplicate  warrant  for  200,000  dollars,  on  the  loan-office  in  the 
state  of  New- York,  be  issued  by  the  president  in  favor  of  William  Buchanan, 
esq.  commissary-general  of  purchases,  to  serve,  in  case  a  warrant  of  the 
10th  October  last,  drawn  for  tne  same  sum  in  favor  of  him  on  loan -office  afore* 
sud,  by  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  es<|.  late  president  of  Congress,  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolve  of  Conrress  of  the  said  lOtli  day  of  October,  should  nave  mis- 
carried ;  and  that  ue  commissary-general  of  purchases  be  directed  to  trans- 
mit the  same  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Connecticut  for  the  deputy  com- 
missarj-ceneral  of  purchases  of  the  eastern  district : 

That  the  governor  and  council  aforesaid  be  requested  to  affiird  such  as- 
sistance to  me  officers  in  the  purchasing  and  issuing  departments  of  the  east- 
em  district,  as  shall  be  requisite  for  obtaining  the  necessary  supplies  of  pro- 
visions for  the  anny,  and  furnishing  them  therewith,  and  that  they  be  farther 
reqaested  to  advance  such  supplies  of  money  as  may  be  immediately  wanted 
by  the  deputy  commissary-general  of  purchases  aforesaid,  and  take  his  order, 
for  the  same  on  the  commissary -general  of  purchases. 

A  motion  being  made  for  directing  the  future  operations  of  gen.  Gates : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Tlie  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morow. 

TUESDAY,  JVofemfter  4,  1777. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant;  issue  in  favour  of  Thomas  White,  for  500  dol- 
lars, in  discharge  of  the  following  draughts  of  John  Ashe,  treasurer  of 
North-Carolina,  on  the  continental  treasurer,  in  favour  of  the  said  T.  White, 
expressed  to  be  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  which  the  said 
s^te  is  to  be  accountable,  and  which  is  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  500, 
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OOU  doltara  heretofur«  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  aaid  state,  to.  ok 
dated  the  9th  of  Maj,  for  100  dollars,  one,  dated  the  10th  of  MBj.fwIIIO 
dollan,aDd  one  dated  the  11th  of  Mar,  for  SCO  dotlara. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iiaue  io  luvor  of  Hobert  Morris,  cm).  f«  li, 
2S1  30-90  dollars,  bein^  fur  the  payment  of  95  barrels  of  powder  ud  Itt 
nunkets  parchased  of  him  by  the  order  of  the  board  of  war  and  otdiuct: 

That  a  warrant  Usue  in  favour  of  R.  Bache,  esq.  poit -master  gaiiAtt 
be  paid  to  James  Brvsun,  one  of  the  surveyort  of  the  post-offic«^  6r  JW 
dutlars,  for  the  use  of  the  poet -laaater  general's  department,  i^itgbt 
accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  for  300  dollars  in  favor  of  colonel  Josias  bri 
Hall,  to  be  paid  to  captain  John  Sulman,  of  hia  regiment,  for  the  Vtii 
party  nnder  his  command,  the  said  col.  Hall  to  be  accoantaMe. 

A  letter,  of  the  lUth  of  Octuber,  from  cvlooel  SMd on,  frith  nvDdrjfifn 
euclosed,  was  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Beaolved,  That  bis  excellency  eovemor  Caswell  of  North  Can>liN,b 
requested  to  erect  a  monument  otthe  value  of  500  dallara.  at  the  enW 
irf  the  United  States,  in  honour  of  the  memory  (^  brigadier-^ nerml  m 
cis  Nash,  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Germantown,  on  the  4di  daj  of  Oc&hii 
1^77,  bravely  contending  for  the  independence  of  his  country. 

Besolvfd,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress,  in  their  own  name,  and  in  ktf 
of  the  inhabitants  of  tJie  thirteen  L'liited  Statea,  be  presented  to  majocfi-  | 
eral  Gates,  commander  in  chief  in  the  nortberti  department,  uid  to  m^  I 
general  Lincoln  and  Arnold,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  troops  wk 
his  command,  for  their  brave  and  successful  effnns  in  support  of  theai^ 
pendence  of  their  country,  whereby  an  army  of  the  enemy  of  I0fi00» 
an  been  totally  defeated,  one  large  detachment  of  it,  strongly  pati 
and  entrenched,  havine  been  conquered  at  Bennington,  another  n^W 
widi  toss  and  disgrace  from  Fort  Schuyler,  and  the  main  army  of  6000  atL 
nnder  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  after  being  beaten  io  different  actieH  Hi 
driven  from  a  formidable  post,  and  strong  entrenchments,  redaced  tsAt 
necessity  of  surrendering  themselves  upon  terms  honourable  and  advaati^ 
ous  to  these  states,  on  the  1 7th  day  of  October  last,  to  major-general  Gtv: 
and  that  a  medal  of  gold  be  struck  under  the  direction  of  the  board  sf  W 
in  commemoration  of  this  great  event,  and  in  the  name  of  these  Unie'  | 
States,  presented  by  the  president  to  major  general  Gates.  I 

Rrsolved,  That  Congress  have  an  high  sense  of  the  merit  af  calM^ 
Green,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  in  their  late  cdb' 
defence  of  the  fort  at  Red-Bank,  on  Delaware  riven  and  that  an  a^ 
sword  be  provided  by  the  board  of  "'■'  ■«'•  ■•~"»"»"'f  ♦-  -«j~— i  j^— 

Resolved,  That  Congress  have 
colonel  Smith, and  the  officersand 
lant  defence  of  Fort-Mifflir.  on 
sword  be  provided  by  the  board  of 

Xesolved,  That  Congress  have 
Hazlewood,  commander  of  the  na 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsvl 
his  command,  in  their  late  gall; 
British  fleet,  whereby  two  of  th« 
others  compelled  to  retire;  and  I 
mariue  committee,  and  presented 

Four  i 

The  proceedings  of  a  general 

SOth  of  August,  1777,  by  order  i 
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•  • 

\y alter  Butler,  an  ensign  in  the  king's  or  8th  regiment,  being  transmitted  to 
Congress: 

Ordered,  That  ijt  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  |to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  for  directing  the  future 
operations  of  tlie  armj  under  the  command  of  major-general  Gates,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and,  after  debate. 

Resolved,  1*hat  ijt  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  Duer  be  added  to  the 
committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  the  president  of  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
read : 

Ordered,  Tha]t  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  marine-committee  reported,  ^ihst  they  have  received  a  letter  from 
the  navy  board  at  Bordenton,  dated  the  27th  of  October  last,  informing  them 
of  orders  ^ven  by  general  Washinston  to  scuttle  the  frigates  in  the  river 
Delaware,  m  order  to  prevent  their  railing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  having  taken  the  same  into  consideration,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
frigates  should  be  lightened  as  much  as  possible,  and  either  run  into  some 
adjacent  creek  or  hauled  as  high  Upon  shore  as  may  be  without  ballast,  and 
a  battery  constructedVith  the  guns  of  the  Washington  on  the  tnost  conve- 
nient ground,  to  cover  the  frigates  from  the  enemy ;  that  the  frisates  should 
be  charged  properly  with  combustibtes,  and  a  careful  watch  employed  under 
a  vidlant  omcer  to  burn  them  rather  than  suffer  them  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy ;  and  lest  this  should  fail,  that  a  sufficient  number  of  small 
craft  should  be  sunk  in  the  channel  below  the  frigates,  effectually  to  obstruct 
the  enemy  from  moving  them  down  the  river,  if  they  should  happen  to  gain 
possession  of  them ;  and  a  battery  be  constructed  in  the  most  convenient 
manner  to  cover  the  obstructions  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  removing  them  ; 
that  all  the  vessels,  of  whatever  kind,  should  be  run  up  as  high  above  the 
batteries  and  obstructions  aforesaid  as  possible,  and  the  most  raectual  pre«- 
cauUons  taken  immediately  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy ;''  Whereu^n, 

Ordered,  That  a  copjr  of  the  said  report  be  sent  to  general  Washington 
for  his  approbation,  and  if  he  approve  the  same,  .that  a  detachment  of  troops 
^be  sent  td  assist  in  constructing  and  managing  the  batteries  aforesaid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JAtvember  5,  1777. 

A  letter  from  Monsieur  de  la  Balme,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  for  directing  the 
future  operations  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  e^nerai  Gates,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and  thereupon, 

Mesolvedf  That  general  Washington  be  informed  tiiat  it  is  the  earnest 
wish  of  Congress  to  regain  the  possession  of  the  forts  and  passes  of  Hud- 
son's river,  and  to  secure  the  communication  thereof;  and  for  thatpuipose, 
that  gen.  (Htes  should  remain  in  command  in  that  quarter ;  and  that  gen.  Put<- 
nam  be  called  upon  to  join  the  main  army  with  such  a  detachment  from  the 
army  under  the  command  ol  gen.  Gates,  as  gen.  Washington  may  think  can  be 
spared,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  2500  men,  including  col.  Morgan's  corps ; 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  sent  to  general  Gates,  and 
that  he  be  directed  to  make  a  proper  disposition  of  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand for  reducing,  forthwith,  the  posts  of  the  enemy  on  Hudson's  river, 
and  that  he  order  such  of  the  continental  troops  and  militia,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  as  are  posted  on  or  n^  the  said  river,  to  join  him  for 
the  service  aforementioned : 

VoA.  II.  40 
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That  general  Gates  be  empowered  to  apply  to  the  respective  states  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  Connecticut,  New-York  and  Ncw-Jersey,  for  such  a 
number  of  their  mUitia  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  to  maintain  the  posts 
which  he  shall  order  to  be  taken  on  the  said  river,  to  the  end  that  his  army 
may  be  in  readiness  to  pursue  such  operations  as  Congress  shall  direct ;  and 
that  the  said  militia  be  inlisted  to  serve  until  the  15th  day  of  March  next, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress  or  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  general  Washington  be  Erected  to  order  one  or  more  able  engineers 
to  Hudson's  river,  to  attend  the  army  under  the  command  of  general  bates : 

That  general  Gates  be  empowered  to  order  such  a  number  of  g^li^^jP***" 
boats,  fire-rafts,  chains,  cassoons,  and  chevaux-de-frize  to  be  provided,  and 
such  fortifications  to  be  erected,  for  obstructing  and  keeping  possession  ol 
the  North-River,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary :  ,    ,  .     i-      -  v  j 

That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  New-York  be  funiisbed 
with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  and  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  ot 
three  active  judicious  persons,  to  assist  general  Gates  in  obtaining  such  ar- 
tificersand  materials  for  accomplishing  these  purposes  as  he  shall  direct;  and 
the  said  committee  are  empowered  to  apply  to  the  several  states  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts -Bav,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  fJew-York  and 
New- Jersey,  for  their  assistance,  who  are  requested  to  afford  the  same  Dy 
furnishing  the  said  committee  with  such  artificers  and  materials  as  they,  by 
direction  of  general  Gates,  shall  apply  for ;  and  the  said  states  are  respective- 
ly requested  to  furnish  such  a  number  of  men  as  general  Gates  shall  require, 
to  accomplish  the  important  and  salutary  purpose  of  maintaining  the  commu- 
nication between  the  northern  and  southern  states,  by  keeping  possession  ot 
Hudson's  river:  *  *     r 

That  general  Gates  be  authorized  and  directed  to  apply  to  the  state  ol 
New- York,  and  the  states  eastward  of  the  North-River,  for  such  aids  as  be 
shall  judge  necessary  for  the  reduction  of  Ticonderoga  and  ^^^'}^^^?^: 
dence,  if  not  reduced  by  general  Stark,  at  such  time  as  he  shall  deemlMsst 
adapted  for  that  expedition  ;  and  that  the  said  states  be  requested  to  sup- 
ply general  Gates  with  such  a  number  of  their  militia  as  he  shall  judge  ne- 
cessary for  the  purposes  intended :  ,       .    r   x-c     *• 

That  general  Gates  be  directed  to  take  effectual  care  that  the  fortifications 
which  shall  be  erected  on  Hudson's  river  be  not  too  extensive,  and  that 
each  be  completed  with  a  well,  magazines,  barracks,  bomb-casements,  &c. 
sufficient  for  a  determined  defence :  i  g>.  j,         a 

That  if  genearl  Washington,  after  consulting  with  general  Gates  and 
governor  Clinton,  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  a  reinforcement  exceeding  tfte 
number  above-mentioned  can  be  detached  to  the  main  army,  consistent  wiia 
thfe  attainment  of  tHe  objects  specified  in  the  preceding  resolutions,  m  sucu 
case  he  be  directed  to  order  such  further  reinforcements  to  tlie  mam  army 
as  may  be  thought  conducive  to  the  general  welfare,  any  thing  in  the  pre- 
cediue  resolutions  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  ^  ■•„  ^^  •      ^ 

In  debating  the  last  resolution,  it  was  moved  after  '*  directed"  to  insert 
•'  with  their  concurrence  j"  , 


J^evhMampaldre,yiT-  Folsom, 
Mutd'tUt'Soif,  Mr.  8.  Adams, 

J.  Adams, 
Geny, 
LoveU, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  l>yer. 
Law, 
IVilUama, 

Mr.  Duanc, 
Duer, 

Mr.  Elmer, 


Ehode-hkindt 
Connecticut, 

Mffto-Tork 
Mrof-Jeracyt 


Pentuyhania, 


Maryland, 


VirginiOi 


J^.'CaroUnOf 
S^'CaroUna, 


Mr.  Morris, 

Koberdcau, 

Clingan, 
Mr.  Smith 

Rumsey, 
Mr.  Jones, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Harvie, 
Mr.  Peiin, 

Harnett, 
Mr.  Laurens, 


no 

MO 


fl« 


no 


n> 


no 
no 

no 
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So  it  passed  in  the  neg;ative. 

The  jeas  and  nays  being  required  on  the  resolution  ; 


^ew-BoH^Mre,  Mr.  FoUoniy 
Massa^HU-Ba^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

J.  Adam% 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Mr.  Marckant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Law, 
Williams, 
Mr.  Duane 
Duer, 
Mr.  Elmer, 


Khode-Island, 


PemuyhfafdOy 

Maryland^ 
Virgitda^ 

A".-  CaroUna, 
S.'CttrolinOf 


Mr.  Moms, 
Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Smitn, 

Riimsey, 
Mr.  JoDes, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Har\ie, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett; 
Mr.  Laurenfl^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  Conner,  late  a  fifer  in  the  invalid 
regiment,  14  60-90  dollars,  for  two  month's  pay  due  to  him  before  his  beine 
discharged,  as  per  col.  Lewis  Nicola's  certificate,  the  said  sum  to  be  chargea 
to  the  colonel : 

Thslt  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  W.  Buchanan,  esq.  com- 
missary of  purchases,  for  52,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  he 
to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer,  in  favor  of  Belcher  P.  Smith,  for 
^5  48-90  dollars,  being  for  his  services  as  a  clerk  in  the  secretary's  office, 
from  the  1st  of  July  to  tiie  5th  of  November,  and  for  sundry  contingent  ex- 
penses: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Joseph  Borden,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan -office  in  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  in  favor  of  the  continental  na- 
vy-board, for  40,000  dollars,  for  the  use  ot  the  navy  department,  the  said 
board  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  for  the 
use  of  that  state,  for  1000  dollars,  it  being  advanced  on  the  application  of 
C.  Harnett,  esq.  the  said  state  to  be  accountable,  and  themonev  to  be  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  appropriated  for  the  use  of  that  state : 

That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  Abraham  Clark,  esq.  to  be  delivered  to 
Mr.  Elmer,  for  £05  30-90  dollars,  it  being  the  amount  of  eleven  barrels  of 
pork  he  paid  for  in  New; Jersey,  which  were  delivered  to  captain  Francis 
VVade,  who  was  directed  to  purchase  provisions  in  that  state,  the  said  F. 
Wade  to  be  accountable. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  JVoremfter  6,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  continued  to  the  3d,  from  gen.  Washington^  with 
sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  recommendation  in  favor  of  Mons.  de  Yrigny,  being 
one  of  the  papers  enclosed  in  the  general's  lettet,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  applications : 

That  the  senerars  letter,  with  the  other  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to 
the  board  otwar. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  col.  James  Wilkinson,  adjutant-general  in  the  northern 
army,  in  consideration  of  his  services  in  that  department,  and  beine  strongly 
recommended  by  gen.  Gates  as  a  gallant  officer,  and  a  promising  military  ge- 
nius, and  having  brought  the  despatches  to  Coneress,  giving  an  account  of 
the  surrend«r  oflieutenant-general  Burgoyne  and  his  army,  on  the  17th  day 
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of  October  last,  be  continued  in  his  present  employment,  with  a  bnnt  4 
briMdier-naeral  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

ReaotvM,  That  the  nnremitted  attention  shewn  by  Dr.  Potts,  and  (berf- 
ficersjof  the  general  hospital  in  the  northerif  department,  as  reprcMiitcd  b 
general  Qatee'g  letter  to  Congresg,  of  the  SOth  of  October,  to  the  sick  ukI 
wounded  under  their  care,  ia  a  proof  not  only  of  their  nnmanity,  btttf 
their  zeal  for  the  serrice  of  th»  United  States,  bo  deeply  interertetf  n  lie 
preservation  of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  gallant  asserten  of  their  cantij'i 
cause;  and  that  Congress,  therefore,  cannot  but  entertain  a  hightmeof 
the  services  which  tliey  have  rendered,  during  this  caropaign*  by  a  ^^t 
discharge  of  their  respective  fanctioos. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  Jalj  tht 
SSd  ;  and,  after  some  debate  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Congress  being  informed  that  the  commiBsary-^ncral  of  issues  hii  H 
assigned  districts  to  his  several  deputies,  agreeably  to  the  reg;alatioDio(b 
department, 

Beaolvtdy  That  the  said  commissary-general  of  issues,  be  directed  to  tsiie 
forthwith  such  assignments^  and  communicate  the  same  to  the  goTenmral 
Goancil  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  his  respective  deputies. 

A  motion  being  made  respecting  the  convention  of  Saratoga, 

Ordati,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four : 

The  member*  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Joti6s,  and  Ir. 
A.  H.  £ee. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  H. 

A  letter,  of  the  35th  of  October,  from  the  council  of  Massachnseffs-Ih/' . 
intone,  of  the  tanie date,  from  general  Heath,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Heath,  be  referred  to  the  M«»itt« 
on  the  motion  respecting  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  and  that  the  lettdhw 
tfafe  council  of  Massachusetts 'Bay  be  referred  to  the  board  of  w^r. 

Tha  committee  on  the  treasury  nrnught  in  a  report,  which  was  read; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Congress  took  into  consldaration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  bra^ 
in  yesterday  ;  Whereuppn, 

,  Reaolvat,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  immediately  to  setHeAt 
telative  raqks  of  the  ol&cers  of  the  cavalry,  and  to  issue  their  commiMM 
accordingly,  and  that  he  be  furnished  with  copies  of  the  several  resohiw 
of  Congress  on  that  sul'     ' 

Ordered,  That  the  ai 
to-morrow. 

The  committee  on  tiif 

Ordered,  That  there  I 
agreeable  to  the  request 
and  blankets  for  ^e  use 
tfiQ  command  of  brigadi 
ney  advanced : 
, .  That  a  ^i^rapt  issue 
battalion  of  militia  vndi 
for,loqo  dollar?,  the  sail 

That  there  be  paid  to 
4oUarp,  for  their  expenii 
to  Bmnswick,  in  New-J 

That  there  be  paid  to 
direction  of  Mr.  Haacocl 
said  L.  Ban7  to  be  char 
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That  tfiere  be  advaiicefl  to  idjutapt  Thomas  Taylor,  of  the  Georgia  bat- 
talion, commanded  by  coioiel  J.  White,  200  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  bring 
in  deserters  of  the  said  redineilit,  the  said  spm  to  be  chamed  to  the  state  of 
Geoipa^  and  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  306,000  dollars  appropri>ted 
for  the  use  of  ttiiit  state. 

The  several  matters  io  this  day  rete^r^d,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRliJAt,  JV^mder  7, 1777. 

Oriered,  Ttiat  a  daplicaie  of  the  fect^mmendatibn  to  the  several  states  to 
set  apari  a  dkj  of  thahlcsd^ving,  signed  by  the  president,  be  sent  to  the  se* 
vend  states,  ^nd  to  general  Washington  and  general  Gates. 

Congress  resumed  th6  ^dbsideratioil  of  &e  report  of  the  board  of  treasury ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of 
the  treasury  board  and  bii  the  fkiih  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  t^tior  and  date 
as  the  emission  directed  on  th6  l5th  of  August  last,  and  be  numbered  from 
the  last  number  of  each  respective  denomination,  viz. 

15,384  bills  of  the  denomination 

of  3  dollaxi  46^152 

15,384  ditto  4  ditto,  61,536 


15,384  Stto  5  ditto,  76,920 

15,384  ditto  6  ditto,  92,304 

15,384  ditto  7  ditto,         107,688 


15,385  ditto  2  ditto,  30,770 

1 5,38^  ditto  8  ditto,  1 23,080 

15,385  £Btto  30  ditto,  461,550 


1.000,000 


That  all  powets  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  and  of  the  inspector^ 
of  th^  press,  signers  and  printers  of  the  said  emission,  directed  on  August 
the  15tb,  shall  extend  to  the  said  one  million  to  be  emitted ;  subject,  however, 
to  such  directions  and  instructions  Sis  the  board  of  treasury  may  judge  ex- 
pedient. 

Whereas,  major-general  Mifflin,  by  his  letter  of  October  the  8th  last,  has 
requested  leave  to  resijpi  his  commission  of  jnajor-general,  and  office  of 
qtiarter-mastcr  general  in  the  army,  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health : 

Baolvidt  That  his  resigtiation  of  the  office  of  qiiarter-mastcr  general  be 
accepted,  but  that  his  rank  and  commission  of  major-sjederal  be  continued  to 
him,  wittiout  the  par  anneted  to  that  office,  uritil  farmer  order  of  Congress^ 

Congress  ph>ceeded  to  the  election  of  a  board  of  war,  and  the  ballots  be- 
ing taken. 

Major-general  Mifflin,  colonel  Timothy  Pickering,  and  colonel  Robert  H. 
Harrison,  tirere  elected. 

Ordmif,  That  the  president  inform  the  several  gentlemen  of  their  ap- 
pointment, and  desire  their  attendance  with  all  convenient  despatch. 

A  memorial  from  John  Richards,  in  behalf  of  himself,  James  Taylor  and 
company,  and  Hall  and  Hornet,  was  laid  before  Congress,  aod  read. 

Congress  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Houston  has  declined  the  office  of 
deputy  secretary,  on  account  of  his  being  elected  a  member  ojf  assembly, 
for  die  state  of  New -Jersey : 

Resolvdtj  That  another  deputy  secretary  be  appointed : 

That  the  bay  of  the  deputy  secretary  be  75  dollars  a  month. 

Rt^lved,  That  Jacob  Rush,  esq.  be  apt)ointed  deputy  secretary. 

Revived,  That  Mr;  Johii  Eustace,  who  has  served  with  honour,  fidelity 
and  bravery  ad  aid'dfe-camp  to  general  Lee  and  general  Sullivan,  have  the 
commission  6(  A  major,  iii  tne  service  of  the  United  States. 

Reiolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  fofc*  electing  a  quarter-fcnaster  gen- 
eral in  the  room  of  general  Mifflin. 

The  board  of  trelkflury  report, "  That  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Coti^ress, 
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referring  to  the  board  the  claims  of  Mons.  le  Brun  and  tiie  other  Frend 
gentlemen  who  accompanied  the  late  Mons.  du  Coudray  from  France  ia 
consequence  of  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Deane»  they  have  been  attended  bj 
Mon.  le  Brun,  who  is  agent  for  the  other  gentlemen : 

That  the  board  offered  Mons.  le  Brun  to  report  it  as  their  opinion,  and 
which  they  had  reason  to  believe  would  be  agreeable  to  Congress,  notwith- 
standing they  declared  that  the  United  States  were  not  bound  by  Mr.  Deine  s 
convention,  that  Mons.  le  Brun  and  all  the  other  ^ntleroen  whom  he  repre- 
sents should  be  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  ouoy  the 
several  ranks  and  employments  which  bad  been  stipulated  for  them  1^  Mr. 
Deane,  and  the  same  pay  and  appointments  which  were  allowed  to  omi  of- 
ficers of  similar  ranks  and  employments  in  the  American  ariny»  explaimi^ 
at  the  same  time,  the  mischiel  which  must  arise  from  partial  distinctioDS  m 
the  appointments  of  the  officers  of  the  army ;  that  they  had  made  the  si:b» 
propositions  and  remarks  with  respect  to  him  and  the  gentlemen  whom  be  re- 
presents, to  Mr.  du  Coudray,  in  his  life  time,  which  they  presumed  had  bea 
communicated ;  that  Mr.  le  Brun,  in  answer  to  this  proposal,  declared  thd 
he,  and  the  gentlemen  whom  he  represented,  were  determined  to  retoni  ti 
France  as  soon  as  possible,  and  presented  a  paper  setting  forth  their  daias 
against  the  United  States,  which,  with  the  account  referred  to  them  by  C«- 
eress,  the  boanl  took  into  consideration  :  that  Congress,  on  the  ISth  day  if 
October  last,  did  pass  the  following  resolution :  *^  tmit  the  commissioned  and 
non-com missionea  officers  who  have  accompanied  Mons.  du  CondraT  tai 
France,  have  the  ranks  proposed  for  them  in  France,  together  with  die  p^ 
and  emoluments  of  equal  ranks  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  z^  that  it 
appears  from  a  memorial  presented  to  Congress  by  Mons.  dn  Condray,  Ast 
he  received,  at  Havre -de-Grace,  in  France,  from  Mr.  Montieu»  by  «rder  sT 
Mr.  Deane,  26,541  livres,  as  well  for  himself  as  the  officers  who  ueompt" 
nied  him;  which  sum  was  intended  to  have  been  applied  to  defiajthe  ex<^ 
pense^of  their  voyage  to  America,  and  of  furnishing  themselves  witkiiieQ»- 
sary  camp  equipage  on  their  arrival,  and  for  which  the  committee  agreed  to 
make  no  chaise  against  them.    On  these  principles  the  board  submit  to  C«ft- 
gress  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

JResolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  retaro  «f  be 
said  gentlemen  to  France,  at  their  own  request,  be  facilitated,  and  that  k 
infill  be  doin^  full  justice  to  allow  them  continental  paj  according  to  tbnr  ie> 
spective  stations,  from  the  time  of  their  agreement  with  Mr.  Deane,  t»  ^ 
1st  of  November,  1777,  their  expenses  in  travelling  to  the  eastward  or  saA- 
ward  for  embarkation  for  Europe,  and  a  farther  sum  in  IhIIs  of  excbaniiB 
their  passages  to  France  and  travelling  charges  to  Paris ;  that  tiie  li&%i 
drawn  in  their  favor,  by  the  president,  on  the  commissioners  in  *" 
thirty  days'  sight,  and  that  these  allowances  shall  be  in  full  sati 
iheir  several  claims  against  the  United  States ;  and  the  committee 
made  an  estimate  of  the  allowances  according  to  this  resolution,  subwi  fti 
same,  in  manner  following : 


Dr.  Noel, 

Mr.  Le  Brun,  adj.  gen. 

Le  Brun,  capt  engin. 

Yillefranche,  do. 

Varaieue,       do. 

Frontfreyde,  lieut.  eng. 

Rivaud,  do. 

Le  Blanc,  do. 

L'Enfaut,  do. 


Travelling 
Amount  of  pay.  expenses.  expenses  to 

600      dollars    100  dollars  900 


1000 

do. 

100 

do. 

900 

700 

do. 

100 

do. 

900 

700 

do. 

100 

do. 

900 

075 

do. 

100 

do. 

900 

437  2-3 

do. 

100 

do. 

900 

43r2-3 

do. 

100 

do. 

900 

437  2-3 

do. 

100 

do. 

900 

437  2-3 

do. 

100 

do. 

900 

do. 
do. 
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Mr.  Niverd,  capt  mine.  •  650      dollars  100  dollars  900  livres  toum. 

Caiijjett,heut.do.  43^2-3  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Parisis,             do.  4S7  2-3  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Des  Espiniers,  capt.  675  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Romanett,        do.  650  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Lojaate,  capt.  artillery  600  do*  100  do.  900  do. 

Touzard,            do.  550  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

De  Goy,  capt.  It.  do.  520  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

'  Pierre,            do.  520  "do.  100  do.  900  do 

ParisoDy          do.  520  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Matthiot,  lieutenant,  325  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Boichardy       do.  325  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Ganot,            do.  325  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Mattignj,      do.  283  1-3  do^  100  do.  900  do. 

Pommereail,  do.  300  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Bufiallat,      do.  383  1-3  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Fouquet,  capt.  bomb.  520  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Fouqnet,  lieutenant,  325  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Begard,  It  workmen,  325  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

12  Sergeants  of  artillery,  1625  do.  000  000 

15,622  2-3  2800  25,200 

Of  which  they  have  been  paid  11,421,  so  that  there  remains  a  balance  of  pay 
4201  2-3  dollars,  for  expenses  2800  dollars,  and  for  taking  a  draught  at  Mar- 
cus-Hoak  219  dollars,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  7220  2-3  dollars ;  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report  and  resolution,  and  that 
the  said  balance  of  7220  2-3  dollars  be  paid,  and  bills  drawn  for  25,200  livres 
accordingly. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  farther  report ;  Whereupon, 
Besolved,  That  the  provision  made  for  Mr.  le  Brun,  and  the  officers  who 
accompanied  him  from  France,  be  extended  to  Mr.  le  Balme,  who  has  re- 
signed his  commission  as  inspector-general  of  horse  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  intends  to  return  to  Paris,  and  thattliere  be  paid  to  the 
said  Mr.  de  la  Balme  the  balance  of  his  pay  167  45-90  dollars,  100  dollars 
for  his  travelling  expenses  to  Boston  or  Charlestown.  and  a  further  sum  of 
900  livres,  in  bills  of  exchange,  for  his  passage  to  France,  and  charges  to  Pa- 
ris, and  that  the  bills  be  drawn  in  his  favor  on  the  commissioners  in  France, 
^t  thirty  days'  sight,  and  that  these  allowances  shall  be  in  full  satisfaction  of 
bis  claims  against  the  United  States. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  motion  being  made  for  supplying  col.  Dayton  with  a  horse. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Application  being  made  by  Mr.  le  Brun  for  two  wagons  to  carry  his  and 
the  otner  gentlemen's  effects  to  Boston,  or  to  the  southward : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  with  power  to  grant 
his  request,  and  to  employ  the  wagons  on  their  return  in  such  public  service 
as  they  think  proper. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  confederation : 
Whereupon,  it  was  moved,  after  the  words  <*  to  appoint  one  of  their  number 
to  pre8iae,"to  add  '^  provided  that  no  person  be  allowed  to  serve  in  that  of- 
fice more  than  one  year  in  any  term  or  three  years :"  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required ; 
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.V.-Hampthin,  ilr,  FoJsom, 
Miuta'm-Bay,  Ht.  S.  Adams, 

Gem*. 

Lovell, 
Jthade-bland,    Mr.  Ikhrctunt, 
"Ir.  Uyer, 


AV»-r««,       Mr.  Dume.- 

Duer, 
.Vnfl-Arwf,      Mr.  tUmeF 


Mr.Moi™, 

M^nfiond, 

M,.SX- 

Bumicy, 

F.L.Lee, 

H.me, 

JV..CanSna. 

Mr.  Penn, 

Hantett. 

S.-ConS«a, 

Ht.  UOKiu. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  tlie  sffirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  whole  article  relative  to  the  ftmi 
the  committee  of  the  states,  and  ioetead  thereof  to  wlntitute, "  The  cduol- 
tee  of  the  states,  or  any  nineoftHem,  shall  be  authorized  to  execale,iide 
recess  of  Congress,  such  of  the  powere  of  Congress,  as  the  United  Stiktis 
Coneress  assembled,  bjr  the  consent  of  nine  states,  shall  from  time  to  tiw 
thiDK  leSpedienf  to  vest  them  with,  provided  no  power  be  delt^ltd  b 
the  said  committee  for  the  exercise  of  which,  by  the  articles  of  confec- 
tion, the  voice  of  nine  states  in  the  Congress  of  the  yoited  States  iniifhH  , 
is  requisite  ;"  aiid  the  question  bein^  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmatife. 

In  the  article  respecting  Canada  it  was  moved  to  strike  oat  thend  I 
"  entirely"  before  "joining"  and  read  "  Canada  acceding  to  this  confedcn-  I 
tion  and  joining  in  die  measures  of  the  United  States,"  resolved  in  tkeif-  I 
firmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  S.  AdamB,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  have  leave  of  ilMie 
to  visit  their  families. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY.  JVhvemba-  8,  i77T. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  resjiKCtiDg  Attaatt- 
lion  of  Saratoga,  brought  in  a  report ;  which  was  read : 
Qq  motion,  tliat  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  i 


Jifra-HampihiTr,  Mr.  Poltom, 
rMaua'ttf-Bay,  Ur.  S.  Aduna, 
J.  Adams, 

nhede-blen'I,     Mr.  Jiilc"'*' 
CmhmvUcu^        Mr.  Dyer, 

WllUams, 
^'ht-rtrh,  Mr.  D.iaiie, 

Duer, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmat 
Four  o' 

CongresB  resumed  the  considerat 
ing:  whereupon, 

AuotiW,  That  mqor-geneial  He 
taken  down  the  name  and  rank  of  e' 
fiirmcr  place  of  abode,  occupation, 
commissioned  officer  and  private  sol 
ed  in  the  convention  made  between 
general 'Gates,  on  the  16th  day  of  0 
copy  thereof  to  the  board  of  war,  in 
person,  as  above  mentioned,  of  the 
arms  against  these  states  in  North- 


.AVv-JWwy, 

Mr.  Ebner. 

oy     "* 

Rum^y, 

»)„. 

nrpnia. 

F-f-Lee, 

fin 

Hiipvie, 

.,1 
Si" 

y-Ca^aa, 

Bamctt. 
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maybe  convicted  of  the  ofTence,  and  suffer  the  punishment  in  such  case  in- 
flicted bj  the  law  of  nations : 

That  major-general  Heath  be  directed  to  take  the  parole  in  writing  of  the 
officers  according  to  the  convention,  and  transmit  authenticated  copies  of 
such  paroles  to  the  board  of  war. 

Otaertdi  That  the  committee  hav^  leave  to  sit  asain. 

A  memorial  from  sundry  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  was  read : 

(Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  general  Mifflin  be  desired,  notwithstanding  his  resigna- 
tion of  quarter-master  general  is  accepted,  to  continue  in  the  exercise  of 
that  office,  and  that  he  be  invested  with  full  powers  to  act  until  another  quar- 
ter-master general  is  appointed  and  enters  upon  the  duties  of  the  office. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  reported  a  memorial  and  pro- 
posal from  Mr.  Fouquet  and  son,  to  continue  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  tliat  they 
be  empowered  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  ll^Ir.  Fouquet  and  son,  and  en- 
ga^  them  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  JVoremfter  10,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th,  and  one  of  the  31st  of  October,  from  gen.  Gates  at 
Albany,  with  one,  of  the  26th  enclosed,  from  governor  Clinton  to  gen.  Gates : 

A  memorial,  from  Mons.  le  Brun  ;  and  a  letter,  of  the  8th,  and  one,  of  the 
10th  inst.  from  W.  Buchanan,  commissary-general  of  purchases^  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Clicton  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war;  that  the  letters  from  een.  Gates  an&  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  i^  memo- 
rial from  Mr.  le  Bmn,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Sundry  depositions  relative  to  the  conduct  of  lieut  Reynolds,  of  one  of 
the  additional  regiments,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  gen.  Washington,  and  that  he  be  di« 
rected  to  cause  a  strict  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  lieut.  Rey- 
nolds, as  set  forth  in  the  said  depositions,  that  if  found  guilty  he  may  be 
punished  as  his  crimes  deserve. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  6th ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affiiirs  be  directed  to  write  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States,  in  France  and  Spain,  to  purchase  and 
ship,  on  continental  account,  in  armed  vessels,  in  addition  to  wnat  has  here- 
tofore been  ordered  by  Congress,  500  tons  of  lead,  400  tons  of  powder,  one 
million  of  gun-flints,  tents  for  50,000  men,  and  10,000  j^ards  of  flannel  for 
cartridges,  to  be  sent  to  such  ports  and  places  as  the  said  committee  shall 
direct ;  and  that  the  former  orders  of  Congress,  and  of  the  commercial  com- 
mittee for  clothing,  fire-arms,  equipage,  brass  field-pieces,  salt,  and  other 
articles,  and  for  130,000  blankets,  be  completed  as  soon  as  may  be : 

That  the  committee  be  also  directed  to  write  to  the  commissioners,  and 
instruct  them  to  contract  with,  and  send  over,  bv  different  conveyances, 
two  or  three  persons,  well  acquainted  with  the  mailing  of  gun-flints,  in  or- 
der to  instruct  persons  in  that  business,  and  introduce  into  these  states  so 
useful  a  manufacture ;  likewise!  tliree  or  more  proper  persons,  skilful  in 
workiDf^  lead-mines  and  refining  lead-ore,  and  three  or  more  persons,  skilful 
in  the  discovery  of  sulphur-mines,  and  manufacturing  and  renning  sulphur. 

Ordered,  That  the  commercial  committee,  and  the  committee  of  foreign 
affairs,  immediately  report  to  Cong;ress  what  orders  thev  have  transmitted 
to  the  commissioners  ot  the  UnitedStates,  in  France  and  Spain,  for  military 
Vou  II.  41 
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supplies,  deaignatiiii;  wluit hive  arrived,  vid  such  Mthejinitfinw^lwi 
beeo  taken  bj  tiie  enemy,  or  hive  miacarried. 

Xaolval,  That  gen.  Gates  be  authorized  to  order  the  dcptlj  W-Mtn  I 

Snenl  to  paj,  upon  the  certificates  of  such  officereas  he  shill  thukp^, 
e  sums  due  to  the  officers  and  soldier;  of  the  annj,  under  hiicMiM 
for  rations  or  parts  of  rations,  allowed  to,  hot  not  drawn  b;  Ibcu,  mfu- 
tlTelf,  provided  the  regulations  of  the  commissar^'t  departoHDt reiUm (» 
the  pajment  of  rations  as  aforesaid,  be  no  longer  dispensed  wiA  thspo. 
Gates  shall  judge  neceasarj. 

OrtUrtd,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  appointinfj  a  depgtf  Msai- 

2 -general  of  purchases  and  a  deputy  commissarj  of  issues  is  A(vM 
strict. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  H. 

Snndrv  propositions  being  laid  before  Congress  in  addidoD  U  tbeif^ 
of  confederation ; 

Raolvtd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  tticnwiri) 
consideration,  and  report  such  as  they  shall  judge  proper  to  be  wiWh* 
articles  of  confederation,  not  changing  or  altering  aDjr  of  tiiearfeks^ 
agreed  on. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Law,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Du«.        i 

A  memorial  from  Mr.de  Vernejour,  was  read:  I 

Ordertd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  (hej  bW  | 
ed  to  consider  the  merit  and  services  of  Mr.  Flenry,  and  Hr-  di  FH  | 
and  report  to  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

,  TUESDAY,  JVtmmber  II.  1777. 

A  membrisl,  from  chevalier  Dorset,  and  a  memorial  fnim  the'^"' 
accompanied  Mr.  du  Coudray,  were  read  :  .,_ 

Segotved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appmnted  to  take  ■ots'**-'' 
tion  the  applications  of  the  commissioned  and  non-commiuioM'  *'f 
vho  accompanied  Mr.du  Coudray  from  France;  to  revise  the  "V^^. 
treasury  and  the  resolutions  of  Congress  thereon  respecting  thNsw^ 
and  as  soon  as  possible  report  to  Congress  what  farther  anros,  >f  ■°T>'^f! 
apprehend  it  just  and  expedient  Congress  should  grant  them;  »''^ 
committee  also  take  into  consideration  the  memorial  of  the  chenlif"" 
and  the  applications  of  anyotherforeign  gentlemen  now  attending Ctif 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  Dn» 

Four  o'ctocK,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasur'  •»-™'"*>»  !~  •  ■—»* 

Ordertd,  That  a  warrant  issu 
secretary  to  the  marine  committ 
committee,  who  are  to  be  accoui 

That  the  president  issue  a  wi 
af  the  loan-office  for  the  state  of 
acent  to  Joseph  Trumbull,  eso.  1 
advanced  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
to  enable  him  to  pay  his  contract 
be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor 
the  payment  of  Joseph  Simon's 
last,  in  bis  favor,  for  olankets  de 
for  the  use  of  the  hospital  there, 

The  committee  appointed  to  ti 
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posed  to  be  added  to»  or  included  in^  the  confederation,  brought  in  a  report 
which  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow  morning. 
Coogreas  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  commiBsarj-eeneral  of 
iflsoea.  for  supplying  the  forts  and  posts  on  the  western  frontiers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia,  and  the  ballots  behig  taken, 

John  Erwing  was  elected. 

The  president  laid  before  Congress  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  in  Con- 
mas  on  S^tember  the  18th,  ordering  commissions  to  be  granted  to  a  num- 
ber of  officers  in  the  department  of  the  commissary-general  of  military 
stores,  which  was  deliTered  to  him  by  colonel  B.  Flower,  C.  6.  M.  together 
with  tiie  list  of  the  officers,  who,  notwithstanding  the  resolution  aforesaid, 
have  not  yet  receiTed  their  commissions ; 

"Whereupon,  Ordend,  That  commissions  be  granted  to  the  following  per- 
sons in  the  department  of  the  commissary-general  of  military  stores,  with 
the  dates  annexed  to  their  respective  names,  agreeably  to  the  said  list,  viz. 

Of  the  company  to  work  in  the  laboratory,  inlisted  to  serve  durine  the 
warns  artillery  men,  Isaac  Coren,  captain,  February  the  1st,  1777;  nilL 
E.  Godfey,  captain-lieutenant,  Ji^ly  the  1st,  1777;  Anthony  Wright,  first- 
Hentenant,  March  the  1st,  1777;v^ndrew  Caldwell,  second-lieutenant, 
April  the  1st,  1777 : 

Of  the  company  of  artillery  artificers,  inlisted  during  the  war,  to  be  at- 
tached totiie  artillery  in  the  field,  Jesse  Roe,  captain  February  theSd,  1777 ; 
Valentine  Hoffman,  captain-lieutenant  February  the  12th,  1777-;  Christian 
Beackly,  first-lieutenant  February  the  3d,  1777;  and  Will.  Preston,  second 
lieutenant  April  7, 1777. 

Of  the  companies  of  artillery  artificers,  inlisted  to  serve  for  one  year,  and 
ordered  to  be  re-inlisted  to  serve  during  the  war :  Nathaniel  Irish,  captain^ 
February  74, 1777 ;  Thomas  Wylie,  captain  lieutenant,  February  17th,  1777  ; 
George  Norris,  first-lieutenant,  Febniarv  8th,  1777 ;  James  Sweiney,  second 
lieutenant,  February  2dd,  1777;  David  Pancoast,  captain,  February  10th, 
1777:  John  Jordan,  captain-lieutenant,  February  17th,  1777;  James  Gib- 
son, first-lieutenant,  February  17th,  1777: 

Jonathan  Gostelow,  major,  commissary  of  military-stores,  February  1st, 
1777 ;  Joseph  Watkins,  major,  commissary  of  ordnance-stores,  February 
5th,  1777 ;  Wollory  Ming,  captain,  superintendent  of  leather  manufactory, 
April  1st,  1777 ;  Samuel  Sei^ieant,  superintendent  of  the  public  works  at 
Carlisle,  and  keeper  of  all  the  stores,  August,  1777,  his  pay  60  dollars  a 
mondi  and  4  rations  a  day : 

Charles  Lukins,  major,  commissary  of  militarv-stores  and  pay -master  to 
the  commissary-general  of  military-stores  in  the  department  at  Carlisle, 
March  8th,  1777»  his  pay  60  dollars  a  month  and  4  rations  a-day : 

Johnson  Smith,  contractor  and  procurer  of  all  the  lumber  and  some  other 
materials  wanted  for  the  public  works  at  Carlisle,  July  21st,  1777,  pay  60 
dollars  a  month  and  S  rations  a  day : 

Cornelius  Sween,  assistant-commissary  of  military-stores  at  Philadelphia, 
Febniary  1st,  1777 : 

Alexander  Power,  quarter-master  to  the  corps  of  artillerv  artificers  at  Car- 
lisle, July  90th,  1777,  same  pay  and  rations  as  regimental  quarter-master: 

Samuel  French,  major,commissary  of  military-stores,  January  18th,  1777, 
with  the  army : 

George  Everson,  captain,  deputy  commissary  of  military-stores,  January 

18di.  1777 : 

Alexander  Henderson,  captain  deputy  commissary  of  military  stores, 
September  10th,  1777.. 

A  memorial,  from  Thomas  Hite,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Jacob  Bite,^ 
deceased,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  deceased,  was  read : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JS'ovember  12,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Whke-Mank,  id» 
ing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Dickinson ;  one,  of  (he  Slit  dOc- 
ix&ety  from  general  Heath ;  also,  a  letter  of  the  SOdi  of  Oi#er,  (nm 
Ebenezer  Hancock;  and  one,  of  the  16th  of  October,  fromJ.BnM;wm 
read:  \ 

Ordered^  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  and  E.  Hacidk 
referred  to  the  board  of  treasury ;  and  that  the  letter  fron  J.  BndMk 
referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Resolved,  That  a  co|7  of  general  Heath's  letter  of  the  3Ut  of  Octitok 
transmitted  ta  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Massacbosetts-Bitw 
are  requested  to  afford  Samuel  Allen  Otis,  esa.  agent  of  the  (W 
general  in  tiie  said  state,  the  necessary  assistance  tor  procttriogtbecwii; 
mentioned  in  the  said  letter,  and  for  having  it  made  op  for  the  srmjfVn** 
in  great  want  thereof. 

An  order  drawn  on  John  Hancock,  esq.  nresident  of  Congress,  bj  vmf 
Morgan,  in  favor  of  Sampson  Matthews,  dated  October  the  lit,  1777>vi 
presented  to  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasnry. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  articles  proposed  to  betdM^"' 
confederation ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  included: 

Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  Congress  shall  not  be  impeicW ' 
questioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  Congress  : 

The  members  of  Congress  shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  ^^ 
and  imprisonments  during  the  time  of  their  going  to,  and  iTtmM^' 
dance  on.  Congress,  except  for  treason,  felony  or  breach  of  the  pent 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M* 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,         ^^ 
Ordered,  That  Jonathan  Trumbull,  esq.  transmit  to  Congress  a  ce^ 


from  Mr.  Cuyler,  deputy  commissary-general  of  purchases  for  the  ■jn'^ 
district,  specifying  the  sum  supplied  the  latter  from  the  militarv-cb^ 
that  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  thereupon  to  credit  Mr.  TrtP* 
for  the  said  sum,  and  charge  it  to  the  commissary-general  of  purchii^ 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  AppletoD,  esq.  cobbu*^ 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  [^, 
Dr.  William  Shippen,  director-general  of  the  hospital,  for  67,000  (WUi^* 
the  use  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  .^^^ 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  commissioner  of  the  <^^^^ 
tal  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  favor  of  WHIiav^Bic^ 
an,  commissary-gen^Mral  of  purchases,  for  200,000  dollarsfor  the  $i«e  ^^^ 
tern  department;  an^tkat  another  warrant  issue  on  tbe^<^ntiiiefltiiv| 
surer  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war  for  200,000  dollars,  to  be  by  ***^ 
mitted  to  the  deputy  commissary -general  of  purchases  for  thenortki||j 
partment ;  that  one  other  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  tbe 
of  war,  for  200,000  dollars,  to  be  br  them  transmitted  to  the  ^^ 
missary-general  of  purchases  in  tne  southern  district ;  for  wluca 
sums,  amounting  to  600,000  dollars,  the  said  William  Buchana]i,e8q.«' 
''^Jlfwy-gcneral  of  purchases,  is  to  be  accountable.  jj 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  proposed  to  be  *n 
to  the  confederation  ;  Whereuponi 
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Resolved,  That  the  foliowing  be  included  therein :  if  anj  person  guilty  of, 
or  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  high  misdemeanor  in  any  state,  shall 
flee  from  Justice,  and  be  fonnd  in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  shall,  upon 
demand  of  the  governor  or  executive  power  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled, 
be  delivered  nn  and  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  his  offence. 

Full  faith  ana  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  of  the  states,  to  the  records,  acts 
and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  and  magistrates  of  every  other  state. 

It  was^en  moved  to  add,  ''and  an  action  of  debt  may  be  commenced  in  a 
court  of  Iftw  of  any  state  for  the  recovery  of  a  debt  due  on  judgment  of  any 
court  in  anj  other  state ;  provided  the  judgment  creditor  shall  give  bond 
with  avficient  sureties  before  the  said  court,  in  wliich  the  action  shall  be 
brought,  to  answer  in  damages  to  the  adverse  party,  in  case  the  original 
judgment  should  be  afterwards  revised  and  set  aside,  and  provided  the  party 
^^insi  whom  sueh  judgment  may  have  been  obtained,  had  notice  in  fact  of 
the  service  of  the  original  writ  upon  which  such  judgment  shall  be  founded ;" 


JVew-MampM/iire,  Mr.  Fojsom, 
Jihode-Ialand,      Mr.  MarcWt, 


Conticeticui^ 


AV».r«rfc, 
JPemuyhama, 


Mr.  Dyer, 
Law, 

Williams, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Elmer, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Clingan, 


Maryland^ 
Virginia, 


^y.-CaroUna, 
S.-CaroBnOf 


Mr.  Smith 
Bumsey, 

Mr.  Jonea, 

R.  H.  Lee, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
Harvie, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens* 


} 


tUv* 


no 

fly 

no 

no 

nv 

no 

no 

no^ 

n$  yno 


Rd 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  together  with 
the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  general  officers  for  settling  the  ranks  of  the 
Pennsylvania  field  officers,  dated  the  irth  of  August,  1777,  and  the  same 
being  taken  into  consideration  ;  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  principle  adopted  by  the  said  board 
in  settling  the  relative  rank  or  precedence  of  officers  according  to  that 
standing  uiey  held  in  the  army  immediately  before  their  present  commissions, 
except  where  persons  are  promoted  upon  a  principle  of  merit  only ;  and 
that  the  arrangement  made  by  the  said  board,  with  respect  to  the  relative 
rank  of  the  Pennsylvania  field-officers,  be,  and  it  is  hereoy  confirmed. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissions  heretofore  granted  to  die  said  officers  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  vacated. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  commissions  be  delivered  by  the  respective  officers 
to  general  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  new  commissions  be  made  out  for  the  said  officers,  with 
the  ranks  and  dates  annexed  to  their  names  respectively,  and  transmitted 
to  general  Washington : 

1st.  colonel  Magaw,  January  3d,  1776;  2d,  colonel  Irwin,  January  9fh  : 
5d,  colonel  Cadwalader,  September  7th ;  4th,  colonel  Johnson,  September 
27tk ;  5th,  colonel  Chambers,  September  £8th  ;  6th,  colonel  Broadhead, 
September  29th;  7th,  colonel  Wood,  September  30th ;  8th,  colonel  Hump- 
too,  October  1st;  9th,  colonel  Cook,  October  2d.  Lieutenant-colonels; 
1st,  Nagle,  August  2l8t;  2d,  Becker,  August  22d ;  3d,  Ross,  September 
27th ;  4th,  Richard  Butler,  September  28th ;  5th,  Craig,  September  29th ; 
6th,  William  Butler,  September  SOth ;  7th,  Frazier,  October  1st ;  8th,  Greer, 
October  2d;  9th,  Gnrney,  October  3d;  10th,  Hubley,  October  4th ;  llth. 
Gray,  October  5th,  1776.  Majors.  1st,  Smith,  September  27th,  1776; 
2d,  Miller,  September  28th;  Sd,  Williams,  September  29th;  4th,  Lamar, 
September  30tn;  5th,  Harman,  October  1st;  6th,  Robinson,  October  2d  ; 
7th,  Benezet,  October  3d ;  8th,  Bayard,  October  4th ;  9th,  Hay,  October  5th ; 
10th,  North,  October  6th;  11th,  Mentzes,  October  7th;  12th,  Crawford, 
October  8th,  1776. 
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JResolved,  That  colonel  Stewart's  regiment  be  annexed  to  the  ttmfc 
vania  line  and  form  the  thirteenth  re^ment. 
The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred^  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THITRSDAY,  J^ovemher  IS.  1777. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ue«)lved9  That  blank  commissions  be  sent  to  ^neral  Gates,  to  oilileiui 
to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  Massachusetts  regiments,  in  pamuBcetip- 
ers  given  him  for  that  purpose  bj  that  state. 

A  letter,  of  the  irth  of  October,  from  William  Ajlett,  esq.  e&€lMi(Vi 
accounts  for  the  purchase  of  flour,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  rod: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  tiliecHK 
of  the  obstructions  in  the  department  of  the  post-roaster  general,  vA  tept 
thereon  to  Congress : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Hsrcbait 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereapoa, 
Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  &e  commissioner  of  the  loan-ofitfn 
the  state  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  in  favor  of  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.depi^ 
pay- master  general  in  the  eastern  department,  for  200,000  doUan, to bep 
after  the  warrants  drawn  the  12th  instant,  in  favor  of  the  commi&sifj^ 
ral  of  purchases ;  it  being  for  the  use  of  the  said  department,  and  few 
the  said  depaty  pa^-master  general  is  to  be  accountable : 
That  a  warrant  issue  on  &e  continental  loan-officer  for  the  state  of  b** 


Island,  for  44,000  dollars,  and  another  warrant  on  the  commissioMr 
loan-office  in  the  state  of  Maryland  for  8,000  dollars,  both  in  hvit9iik» 
rine  committee,  or  their  order,  and  for  which  they  are  to  be  accon^' 
That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  col.  Jesse  E^*[j!t 

fiment  of  militia  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  109r  30-90  dollart.fK^ 
e  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  continental  loan-officer  for  theststeof)"^ 
sachusetts-Ba^,  for  20,000  dollars,  and  another  warrant  on  the  ^^^^^^^^^ 
of  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  for  10,000  doliai«t^^ 
favor  of  James  Mease,  es(j^.  clothier-ffeneral,  being  an  advance  fbrtlietie' 
his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  oe  accountable :  .  nji  ir 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  captain  David  BAIJ 
3000  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  on  Congress  in  favor  o(8a^ 
Matthews,  hj  colonel  George  Morgan,  dated  the  Ist  of  Octob^>  ^^'*tt 
count  of  provision  for  tlie  use  of  the  western  department;  coU  Morp^^ 
accountable. 

Four  o'clock.  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  gen.  Putnam,  and  one,  of  this  day,  from  Wib| 
Buchanan,  esa.  commissary-general  of  purchases,  with  one  endoMAi^ 
gen.  Putnam,  aated  November  the  3d,  were  read :  ^^ 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoiirted  to  cifl^ 
and  report  upon  the  letter  from  S.  Ho{dcins,  esq.  and  the  papers  «b^^ 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  proposed  to  be 
to  the  confederation,  and  the  following  were  aereed  to  : 

The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friendship  and  in 
among  the  people  of  the  different  states  in  this  union,  the  free  inhal 
each  of  these  states,  paupers,  vagabonds,  and  fu^tives  from  jaotice 
cd,  shall  be  entitled  to  adl  privil^s  and  immunities  of  free  citiztftf  *^ 
respective  states ;  and  the  pec^le  of  each  state  shall  have  free  ingre»  tfj 
gress  to  and  from  any  other  state,  and  shall  enjoy  therein  all  the 
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of  trade  and  cominerce«  raliject  to  the  same  duties,  impositions  and  restric- 
tions as  the*inhabitants  thereof  respectively ;  provided  that  such  restriction 
shall  not  extend  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  removal  of  property  imported  into 
any  state  to  any  other  state  of  which  the  owner  is  an  inhabitant ;  provided, 
also,  that  no  imposition,  duties,  or  restriction,  shall  be  laid  by  any  state  on 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them. 

All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  moneys  borrowed,  and  debts  contracted  by  or 
under  the  authority  of  Congress,  before  the  assembling  of  the  United  States 
in  pu^uance  of  the  present  confederation,  shall  be  deemed  and  considered 
as  a  cham  against  tne  United  States,  for  payment  and  satisfaction  whereof 
the  said  United  States  and  the  public  faith  are  hereby  solemnly  pledged. 

AU  controversies  concerning  the  private  right  of  soil  claimea  under  dif- 
ferent grants  of  two  or  more  states,  whose  jurisdictions,  as  they  may  respect 
such  lands,  and  the  states  which  passed  such  grants,  are  adjusted,  the  said 
grants,  or  either  of  them,  being  at  the^ame  time  claimed  to  have  orieinated 
antecedent  to  such  settlement  of  jurisdiction,  shall,  on  the  petition  of  either 
party  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  finally  determined  in  the 
same  manner,  as  near  as  may  be,  as  is  before  prescribed  for  deciding  dis- 
putes respecting  territorial  jurisdiction  kietween  different  states. 

JUBolvedf  That  a  6omi|fiittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revise  and  arrange 
-the  articles  of  confederation  agreed  to,  and  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  tho 
respective  states  to  accompany  the  said  articles : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

FRIDAY,  Mhvember  14, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  White-Marsh,  with  a  copy 
of  a  letter  of  the  7th,  from  ^n.  Putnam,  and  a  report  of  a  bpard  of  general  of- 
ficers on  the  subject  of  rations,  and  a  memorial  from  Mons.  du  Portail  en- 
closed, was  read ;  also,  a  letter  of  the  1 1th,  from  W.  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-mas- 
ter general,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read : 

wdtred^  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Washington,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter  from  W.  Palfrey,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treasury : 

Whereas  major-general  Schuyler  has  greatly  suffered  in  his  private  affairs 
by  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  British  army,  under  the  command  of  lieute- 
nant-general Burgoyne,  on  their  retreat  from  Saratoga: 

Rtsolvtdj  That  major-general  Schuyler  be  at  liberty  to  attend  his  private 
a&irs  until  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  loss  of 
Ticonderoga  and  Mounts  Inaependence  shall  make  their  report,  and  he  shall 
have  notice  to  attend  at  head-quarters,  in  order  to  an  enquiry  into  that  event. 

Whereas,  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  loss 
of|Ticonderoffa  and  Mount-Independence,  nave  not  yet  been  able  to  collect 
materials  and  make  their  report : 

Resolved,  That  major-general  St  Clair  be  at. liberty  to  attend  his  private 
aflUrs  until  he  shall  have  notice  to  repair  to  head -quarters,  in  order  to  an  en- 
quiry into  his  conduct. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war,  for  150,000  dol-. 
lars,  to  be  forthwith  transmitted,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  William  Palfrey, 
esq.  pay-master  general,  to  William  Bedlow,his  deputy  at  Fish-kill ;  the  said 
William  Palfrey,  esq.  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  tne  board  of  war  direct  the 
commanding  officer  at  Fish-kill  to  inform  the  troops  there,  that  money  shall 
be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  discharge  the  arrearages  due  to  them. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  and  arrange  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 
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Orderedj  That  a  fair  copj  be  made  out  accordinglj. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M- 

The  cotninittee  appointed  to  take  into  consiiieration  the  appltcatioooftlie 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  who  accompamed  Mr.^  C(m- 
dray  from  France,  to  revise  the  report  of  the  treasury  and  the  rcsilitioiisif 
Congress  thereon  respecting  those  officers,  and  as  soon  as  possible tireport 
to  Congress  what  farther  sums,  if  anj,  they  shall  apprehend  itis^ptv^ 
expedient  Congress  should  ^nt  to  them,  and  also  to  take  into  coBimn^ 
the  memorial  of  the  chevalier  Dorset  and  the  applicatioa  of  anj  <Acrii- 
reign  gentlemen  attending  Congress ;  report. 

That  thej  find  by  the  representation  of  Mr.  le  Bmn,  that  amoni  4c 
officers  of  tlie  late  general  du  Coud  ray's  corps,  there  are  six'eeatieiMiiv^ 
have  received  no  part  of  the  gratifications  allowed  to  the  otner  officers  e 
that  coq>8  out  of  the  26,541  livres  granted  by  Mr.  Deane,  which  80O«(3i 
541  livres  has  been  otherwise  expended,  as  appears  from  an  accoaDt|irtMi|' 
ed  to  Congress  by  general  du  Coudray  before  his  death :  that  the  reisii" 
these  officers  being  formerly  omitted,  except  Mr.  Tonzard  andMr.lpfflJ 
who  received  part  of  their  gratifications,  arose  from  its  being  more  i^^^ 
to  them  to  receive  their  portions  in  America  than  in  France,  havifl|ai^ 
tufficient'for  immediate  use  in  that  country,  prior  to  their  embarkatm:  w 
committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  equal  and  ngfattodi^ 
the  gentlemen  formerly  omitted,  Ratifications  proportionable  to  wbt  "^ 
already  been  made  toothers  of  similar  rank  in  the  same  corps,  as  foUo^^J'' 
To  Monsieur  des  Epiniers,  900  livres,  Mr.  Romanett,  1500  Irms,*- 
Touzard,  450  livres,  Mr.  Matigny,  600  livres,  Mr.  TEnfant,  600lintf'** 
Ganot,  600  livres,  making  in  the  whole  4650  livres : 

The  committee  also  think  it  reasonable,  that  provision  be  madefcrA^"^: 
veiling  expenses  and  the  passages  of  twelve  Serjeants  belonging  ti|^ 
du  Coudray 's  corps,  who  are  likewise  returning  to  France,  in  pwpii^* 
the  allowance  already  made  the  commissioned  officers,  which  propor^^ 
allowance  the  committee  estimate  at  60  dollars  each,  for  travell&g^ 
sea  to  Boston,  and  450  livres  each,  for  passage  and  travelling  expeoR^^ 
Pans,  amounting  to  720  dollars  and  5400  livres. 

The  committee  likewise  find  upon  examination,  that  in  the  fo^*^^ 
tlement  a  balance  of  travelling  expenses,  accruing  on  the  journey  ^j^ 
ton  to  Philadelphia,  was  omitted  to  be  credited,  which  ought  to  he  i^ 
ed,  amounting  to  1004  dollars.  ., 

The  committee  are  farther  of  opinion,  that  the  inconveniences  a** 
similar  pay  to  persons  of  similar  ranks  serving  in  the  same  armyyl)^ 
bar  at'present,  since  theojH&cers  under  considerationfare  retumiDgtoFi^ 
it  will  therefore  be  expedient  and  proper  that  they  be  allowed  tbctf^^ 
livres,  b^  which  it  appears  that  a  balance  should  be  paid  to  Mr.  le  f^ 
be  distributed  among  the  respective  commissioned  and  non-comvif'^ 
officers,  amounting  to  1-4,580}  livres;  that  the  livres  allowed  by  tUi 
be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  those  lately  reported  by  the  coi 
treasury  for  the  same  corps. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  no  settlement  of  general  da 
affairs  can  properly  be  maae  but  with  his  legal  representatives,  ai^dlbif 
le  Brun  may,  if  he  desires  it,  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  of  this  (T* 
as  well  as  that  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  comprehend  Mr.  Fleiiry 
settlement,  since  that  gentleman  is  now  engaged  in  the  continentiA  s 
and  that  Mr.  le  Brun  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  report,  attested 
secretary  of  Congress. 

The  committee  are  farther  of  opinion,  that  the  two  servants  of  Mr 
Coudray  be  furnished  each  with  a  draft  on  the  commissioners  for  450  W 
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French  livres,  to  pay  their  missage  to  France ;  which  sum  is  to  be  charged 
in  account  with  general  da  Coudray." 

The  said  report  being  read,  and  question  put  to  agree  to  it; 


Mauo^m-Bag^  Mr.  Geny, 

LoTcd, 
Rhode-lMlandi    Mr.  Harchant, 
Corme€ticui^     Ifr.  Dyer, 

Law^ 
WiUiamsy 


J^eto^eney^      Mr  Efaner, 


MaxTfiand^        Mr.  Smith,  ^\an 

Virginia^  Mr.  Jones,  ay 

R.  H.Lee,  ay 

F.  L.  Lee,  ay 

Harvie,  ay 


JV>w-rot4r,        Mr.  Duane,  no  >^        J^.-CairoUna,     Mr.  Penn,  ^\dvv. 


\ 

ay 


Harnett,  ay$ 


PermtyhxmUit  Mr«  Roberdeau,       ^ift,^    \S.' Carolina,      Mr.  Laurens,  oy  }ay 

Clingan,  '  *"' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

lUsolved,  That  the  additional  allowances  now  made  shall  be  deemed  and 
considered  to  be  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  claims  which  the  said  gentlemen, 
or  either  of  them,  have  against  the  United  States  or  against  Mr.  Oeane. 

jReBolvtd,  That  general  Washington  be  informed  that  Congress  have  long 
since  written  to  the  commissioners  in  France  for  clothes  complete  for 
80,000  men,  and  have  received  for  answer  that  the  v  might  be  expected  here  by 
the  setting  in  of  winter ;  in  consequence  of  whicn,  Congress  have  reason  to 
hope  for  this  necessary  arrival  in  a  short  time :  that  Congress  have  also  adopt- 
ed various  other  means  for  importing  clothing,  which  they  have  reasoh  to 
expect  will  be  successful ;  and,  on  the  16th  dav  of  October,  ordered  a  copy 
of  the  general's  return  of  articles  wanted  for  tne  army  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  respective  assemblies  of  the  eastern  and  middle  states,  with  a  pressing 
recommendation  to  them  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  collect  tne  same 
without  delay,  and  send  them  to  the  army.  But,  since  the  wants  of  the  ar- 
my are  immediate,  Congress  wish  the  general  may  avail  himself  of  the  pow- 
ers vested  in  him  for  obtaining  these  necessary  supplies  from  the  disaffected 
inhabitants.  Congress  being  of  opinion  that  the  well  disposed  people  of 
these  states  will  rather  be  pleased  than  dissatisfied  with  a  procedure,  by 
which  Uieir  enemies  shall  be  compelled  to  supply  those  thinp  that  are  essen- 
tial to  the  support  and  comfort  oi  the  army,  and  more  especially  as  even  the 
disaffected  wiU  be  paid  a  reasonable  price  for  what  is  demanded  of  them ; 

Bisolvedj  That  the  powers  with  wnich  seneral  Washington  was  invested 
bv  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  17th  of  September^  and  another  of  the  8th 
or  October  last,  be  continued  to  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  unless  sooner 
revoked  by  Congress. 

Besolvtdt  That  the  president  write  a  letter  to  the  hon.  Thomas  M'Kean, 
speaker  of  die  house  ot  assembly  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  requesting  him  to 
exert  his  utmost  endeavors  effectoally  to  prevent  the  disaffected  inhabitants 
of  that  state  from  fumishine  the  enemy's  fleet  or  army  with  provisions  or 
supplies  of  any  kind,  and  if  he  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  strength  of  the 
well  disposed  people  is  not  sufficient  for  the  purooses  above  mentioned, 
that  he  inform  Congress  thereof,  and  what  additional  aid  it  may  be  necessa- 
ry to  send  for  effectually  preventing  the  enemy  setting  supplies  from  the 
Delaware  state ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  be  informed  a  representation  in  Con- 
gress, from  that  state,  is  immediately  wanted. 

The  delegates  from  New-York  produced  credentials  of  their  appointment 
made  in  assembly  and  council  the  3d  of  October,  1777,  whereby  it  appears 
that  the  honorable  Philip  Livingston,  James  Duane,  Francis  Lewis,  William 
Duer,  and  Govemeur  Morris,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  empowered  to  repre- 
sent that  state  in  Congress. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'cIqcK  to-morro^. 
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SATURDAY,  AWmkAct  15,  \777. 

A  memorial  from  Edward  West,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  itberaferred  to  the  executWe  council  of  Fennsjlnaii. 

Btsolved,  That  an  extract  of  cenenl  WashiDgtan'B  letter  <rf^tha11&ii« 
relative  to  clothing,  be  forthwiUt  sent  to  the  states  of  MassachtutiU-Bi;, 
Connecticut,  New-Jersey,  PenQsjlvania,  Marjland,  and  Virginii,  who  m 
requested  tosend,  without  delaj,  to  the  army  under  his  command,  tbeUioi- 
ets  and  other  articles  of  clothing  that  mavM  collected,  agreeaUj  tiiR- 
commendatitin  of  Congress  ef  the  16th  of  October  last,  to  utawerbpN- 
ing  demands  trf'the  armj  previons  to  the  arrival  of  supplies  of  cl(itti{a' 
pected  bj  Congress ;  and  thatduplicate  receipts  be  taken  for  the  aucEna 
the  clothier-general  or  his  deputies  respectivdy. 

A  copy  of  the  confederation  being  made  out,  and  sundry  amendmenbai^ 
in  the  atction,  without  altering  the  sense,  the  same  was  aereed  to,  uid'aa 
follows : 

JkRTICLEa  OF  CO^TFEDEBAT 

Between  the  •Utri  of  Nev-Huunahre,  MuH 

atkni,  Coaueetkut,  New-yoiV,  Nevjen 
Notth-CuoUoa,  South-CaroUna,  ind  Georgi 

Ar^de  1.  The  stile  of  this  confei 
America." 

Art.  2.  Each  state  retainsitssoven 
every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  rig^t, 
iwessly  delegated  to  the  United  Stat 

Art,  S.  The  said  states  hereby  sev 
ship  with  each  other  for  thetr  commi 
ties  and  their  mutual  and  general  wel 
other  against  all  force  offered  to,  or  a 
on  account  of  religion,  sovereignty,  t 

Art.  4.  The  better  to  secure  and 
terconrse  among  the  people  of  the  i 
inhabitants  of  each  of  tliese  states  (| 
justioe  excepted)  shall  be  entitled  t< 
citizens  in  the  several  atatea ;  and  tl 
ingress  and  regress  to  and  from  ai 
in  all  the  privilegeB  of  trade  and  c 
impositions,  and  restrictions,  as  the  i 
ded,  that  snch  restrictions  shall  not  i 
of  property,  imported  into  any  state, 
is  an  inhabitant ;  provided  also,  tha 
shall  be  laid  by  any  state  on  the  pi 
of  them. 

Ifanyperson  guilty  of,  orchai^d 
demeanor  in  any  state,  shall  flee  fi 
United  States,  he  shall,  upon  demai 
of  tiie  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  i 
having  jurisdiotion  of  his  offence. 

Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  givei 
acts,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the 
state. 

Art,  5.  For  tiie  more  conyeirient 
the  United  States,  delegates  shall  be 
the  legislature  ef  each  state  shall  ( 
Monday  in  November  in  every  year, 
recal  its  delegates,  or  any  of  them,  at 
others  in  theu-  stead  for  the  remaindi 
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No  state  shall  be  represented  in  Congress  bj  less  than  two*  nor  by  more  than 
aeTen  menibers ;  and  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being  a  delegate  for  more 
than  three  years  in  any  term  of  six  years ;  nor  shall  any  person,  being  a  de- 
legate>  be  capable  of  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  for  which  he, 
ch:  any  other  lor  his  benefit,  receives  any  salary,  fees,  or  emolament  of  any 
land. 

Each  state  shall  maintain  its  own  delegates  in  any  meeting  of  ^the  states, 
and  while  thejr  act  as  members  of  the  committee  of  tne  states. 

In  determining  ifoestioas  in  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled^ 
eadi  state  shall  nave  one  vote. 

Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  Congress  shall  not  be  impeached  or 
ques^oned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  Congress :  and  the  members  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  from  arrests  and  imprisonments, 
onrins;  (he  time  of  their  going  to  and  from,  and  attendance  on  Congress,  ex- 
cept lor  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

Jirt.  6.  No  state,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
assembled,  shall  send  any  embassy  to,  or  receive  any  embassy  from,  or  enter 
into  any  conference,  agreement,  alliance,  or  treaty  with  any  king,  prince,  or 
state ;  nor  shall  any  person,  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office  or 
title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  kine,  prince,  or  foreign  state ;  nor  shall 
the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  or  any  of  them,  giMit  any  title  of 
nobility* 

No  two  or  more  states  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  confederation,  or  alli- 
snce,  whatever,  between  them,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  in 
Coi^ress  assembled,  specifying  accurately  the  purposes  for  which  the  same 
is  to  be  enftred  into,  and  how  long  it  shall  continue. 

No  state  shall  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  which  may  interfere  with  any  sti- 

Kilations  in  treaties  entered  into  by  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assem- 
ed,  frith  any  king^  prince,  or  state,  in  pursuance  of  any  treaties  already 
proposed  by  Congress  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain. 

no  vessels  of  war  shall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by  any  state,  except 
such  nnmber  only  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  United  States,  m 
Congress  assembled,  for  the  defence  of  such  state  or  its  trade ;  nor  shall  any 
body  of  forces  be  kept  up  by  any  state,  in  time  of  peace,  except  such  number 
only  a%  in  the  judgment  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shidl* 
be  deemed  requisite  to  garrison  the  forts  necessary  for  the  defence  of  such 
sti^ ;  bat  every  state  shall  always  keep  up  a  yrell  r^ulated  and  discipUaed' 
militia,  sufficiently  armed  and  accoutred,  and  shall  provide,  and  have  con* 
stantly  ready  for  use,  in  public  stores,  a  due  number  or  field-pieces  and  tents^ 
snd  a  proper  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition  and  camp  equifNige. 

No  state  shall  enniffe  in  any  war  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States, 
in  Congress  assembieQ,  unless  such  state  be  actually  invaded  by  enemies,  or 
shall  have  certain  advice  of  a  resolution  being  formed  by  some  nation  of  In- 
dians to  invade  such  state,  and  the  danger  is  so  imminent  as  not  to  admit  of 
a  delay  till  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  can  be  consulted ;  nor 
shall  any  state  grant  commissions  to  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  nor  letters 
of  marq^oe  or  reprisal,  except  it  be  after  a  declaration  of  war  by  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  and  then  only  against  the  kingdom  or  static 
and  the  subjects  thereof,  against  which  war  has  been  so  declared,  and  under 
such  reajulations  as  shall  be  established  by  the  United  States»  in  Congress  as- 
semblea,  unless  such  state  be  infested  by  pirates,  in  which  case  vessels 
of  war  may  be  fitted  out  for  that  occasion,  and  kept  so  lone  as  the  dancer 
shall  continue,  or  until  the  United  States,  in  Congress  asseniDled,  shall  de- 
termine otherwise. 

Jlri^  7.  When  land«forces  ate  raised  by  any  state  for  the  conunon  defeno^ 
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all  officers  of,  or  under  the  rank  of  colonel,  shtll  be  apooioted  bjr  thelq^ 
lature  of  each  state  respectiYely,  by  whom  such  forces  shalt  be  rraed,  or  ii 
■ttch  manner  as  such  state  shall  direct ;  and  all  Tacancies  fhaXX  be  fiUed  if 
bj  the  state  which  first  made  the  afypointment. 

«tfri.  8.  All  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expenses  that  shall  be  iscimd 
for  the  common  defence  or  seneral  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  Vfota^ 
States,  in  Congress  assembled!  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  comoMa  tremij, 
which  shall  be  supplied  bj  the  several  states,  in  proportion  to  tiis  vim  af 
all  land  withia  each  state  j;ranted  to,  or  sunreyed  for,  any  ^rsoB,iiiRb 
land  and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  shall  be  eetin&ated  aocai- 
ing  to  such  mode  as  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  sUB^itm 
time  to  time,  direct  and  appoint 

^  The  taxes  for  pajring  that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  ai^ 
rity  and  direction  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  witlunthetBe 
agreed  upon  by  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled. 

.tfre.  9.  The  United  States,  in  Con^ss  assembled,  shall  hare  the  sskad 
exclusive  rij^t  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and  war,  except  ii  ^ 
cases  mentioned  in  the  6th  article ;  of  sending  and  reoeiving  ambaasaiaif 
entering  into  treaties  and  alliances,  provided  that  no  treaty  of  oenBOtt 
shall  be  made,  whereby  the  legislative  power  of  the  respecthre  states  lU 
be  restrained  from  imposing  such  imposts  and  duties  on  foreigaers  as  ths 
own  people  are  subjected  to,  or  from  prolubiting  the  exportatioa  or  iaprti* 
tion  of  an^  species  of  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever ;  of  establishiamei 
for  deciding,  in  all  cases,  what  captures  on  land  or  water  shall  be  legd,  tfd 
in  what  manner  prizes,  taken  by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the  aenrice  sftk 
United  States,  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated  ;  of  granting  lettws  of  aiflpt 
and  reprisal  in  time  of  peace ;  appointii^  courts  for  the  triid  if  ps- 
oies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  hi^  seas,  and  establishing  conrii  Arie- 
eeiving  and  determining,  finally,  appeals  in  all  cases  of  captures ;  |fsviM, 
that  no  member  of  Con^ss  shal  I  be  appointed  judge  of  any  of  the  ssiA  cwitk 

The  United  States,  m  Conn-ess  assembled,  shaU  also  be  the  last  reMitea 
appeal  in  all  disputes  and  dinerences  now  subsisting,  or  that  hereafter  bij 
arise  between  two  or  more  states  concerning  boundary,  jnriadition  «r  mf 
other  cause  whatever;  which  authority  shall  uways  be  exercised  in  the  Hfe- 
ner  following:  whenever  the  legislative  or  executive  authority,  erbiditf 
agent  of  any  state,  in  controversy  with  another,  shall  present  a  jjUiii^ 
Congress,  stating  the  matter  in  question,  and  pravine  tor  a  hearing  bAi 
thereof  shall  be  given,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  the  f^slative  or  excc#v 
authority  of  the  other  state  in  controversy,  and  a  day  assigned  for 
pearance  of  the  parties  by  their  lawful  agents,  who  shall  then  be  dii 
appoint,  by  joint  consent,  commissioners  or  judges  to  constitute  a 
hearing  anddeterminingthe  matter  in  ouestion ;  but,  if  they  cannot  irffc 
Congress  shall  name  three  persons  out  or  each  of  the  United  States^  aauki 
the  fist  of  such  persons  eacn  party  shall  alternately  strike  out  one,  thei 
tioners  beginning,  until  the  number  shall  be  reduced  to  thirteen ;  and' 
that  numTOr  not  less  than  seven,  nor  more  than  nine  names,  as  C 
shall  direct,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  Congress,  be  drawn  out  by  tot; 
persons  whose  names  shall  be  so  drawn,  or  any  five  of  them,  shall  be 
missioners  or  judges  to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  controversyy  ' 
ways  as  a  major  part  of  the  judges  who  shall  hear  the  cause  shall  i 
Ae  determination ;  and  if  either  party  shall  neglect  to  attend  at  tbe 
pointed,  without  shewing  reasons  which  Congress  shall  judge  %wSh 
neing  present,  shall  refuse  to  strike,  the  Congress  shall  proved  to 
three  persons  out  of  each  state,  and  the  secretary  of  Congress  shall 
behalf  of  such  party  absent  or  refusing ;  and  the  jud^ent  and  sen< 
the  court  to  be  appointedi  in  the  manner  before  prescnbed,  shall  be  %juA\ 
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conclusive ;  and  if  anj  of  the  parties  shall  refuse  to  submit  to  the  authority 
of  such  court,  or  to  appear  or  aefend  their  claim  or  cause,  the  court  shall  ne« 
Tcrtheless  proceed  to  pronounce  sentence  or  judgment,  which  shall,  in  like 
manner,  be  final  and  decisiye,  the  judgment  or  sentence  and  other  proceed- 
ings being,  in  either  case,  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  lodged  among  the 
acts  of  Con^iress  for  the  securitj  of  the  parties  concerned:  provided,  that 
every  commissioner,  before  he  sits  in  judgment,  shall  take  an  oath,  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  one  of  the  judees  of  the  supreme  or  superior  court  of  the  state 
where  the  cause  shall  be  trieo,  ^'  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  mat- 
ter in  question,  according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  without  favor,  affec- 
tion, or  hope  of  reward :"  provided,  also,  that  no  state  shall  be  deprived  of 
territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

All  controversies  concerning  the  private  ri^ht  of  soil,  claimed  under  dif- 
ferent grants  of  two  or  more  states,  whose  jurisdictions,  as  they  may  respect 
such  lands  and  the  states  which  passed  such  grants,  are  adjusted,  the  said 
grants,  or  either  of  them,  being  at  the  same  time  claimed  to  have  orisinated 
antecedent  to  such  settlement  of  jurisdiction,  shall,  on  die  petition  of  either 
party  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  finally  determined,  as  near 
as  may  be,  in  the  s^me  manner  as  is  before  prescribed  foi"  deciding  disputes 
respecting  territorial  jurisdiction  between  different  states. 

The  Umted  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  also  have  the  sole  and 
exclusive  right  and  power  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin  struck 
by  their  own  authority,  or  by  that  of  tlie  respective  states ;  fixing  the  stand- 
ard of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the  United  States ;  regulating  the 
trade  and  managing  all  affairs  with  the  Indians  not  members  of  any  of  the 
states ;  provided  that  the  legislative  right  of  any  state  within  its  own  limits 
be  not  infiringed  or  violateif ;  establishing  and  regulating  post-offices  from 
one  state  to  another  throughout  all  the  United  States,  and  exacting  such 
postage  on  tiie  papers  passing  through  the  same  as  may  be  requisite  to  de- 
fray me  eirpenses  of  the  said  office ;  appointing  all  officers  of  tiie  land  forces 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  excepting  regimental  officers ;  appointing 
all  the  officers  of  the  naval  forces,  and  commissioning  all  officers  whatever 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  making  rules  for  the  government  and 
regulation  of  tiie  said  land  and  uavai  forces,  and  directing  their  operations. 

The  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have  authority  to  appoint 
a  coBimittee  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  be  denominated  *<  a  com- 
mittee of  the  states,"  and  to  consist  of  one  delegate  from  each  state,  and  to 
appoint  such  other  committees  and  civil  officers  as  may  be  necessary  for  ma- 
naging the  general  affairs  of  the  United  States,  under  their  direction ;  to 
appoint  one  of  their  number  to  preside ;  provided  that  no  person  be  allowed 
to  serve  in  the  office  of  president  more  than  one  year  in  any  term  of  three 
years ;  to  ascertain  the  necessary  sums  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  appropriate  and  apply  the  same  for  defraying 
the  public  expenses ;  to  borrow  monev  or  emit  bills  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting,  every  half  year,  to  the  respective  states,  an 
account  of  the  sums  of  money  so  borrowed  or  emitted ;  to  build  and  equip  a 
navy ;  to  agree  upon  the  number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make  requisitions 
from  each  state  for  its  quota,  in  proportion  to  tlie  number  of  white  inhabi- 
tants in  such  state ;  which  requisition  shall  be  binding ;  and,  thereunon,  the 
legislature  of  each  state  shall  appoint  the  regimental  officers,  raise  tne  men, 
and  clothe,  arm,  and  equip  them  in  a  soldier-like  manner,  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  officers  and  men  so  clothed,  armed,  and  equipped', 
shall  march  to  the  place  appointed  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the 
Unital  States,  in  Congress  assembled ;  but  if  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
assembled,  shall,  on  consideration  of  circumstances,  judge  proper  that  any 
^tate  should  not  raise  men,  or  should  raise  a  smaller  number  than  its  quota. 
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uid  that  any  other  itateahould  nisei  greater  mimber  of  BMtithuthtijicb 
thereof,  such  extra  namber  ahalt  be  rkued,  oAcercd,  ciotlwd,  imcd,  al 
equipped  in  the  uine  manner  as  the  quota  of  sach  atate,  ■iilcMdKl({;iili- 
tore  of  such  state »ha1l  judge  ttiatsiich  extniiinrnbercauMitbetaklji|M 
out  of  the  same,  in  which  cue  therahtU  raise,  officcrtcletbe,  irffliiMtfif 
asmanj  of  such  eitra  number  aathej  judge  can  beaafclf  apared.  AiJtK 
officers  and  men  so  clothed,  anned,  and  eqmipped,  ^all  march  titkcpkc 
appointed  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  ttte  United  Statai,  taC^p 
assembled. 

The  United  8tates,  in  Cangress  usenhled,  shall  nerercnmeiiim. 
nor  ^nt  letters  of  marque  iM  repriaa)  in  tiioeof  peace,  nor  «»tHi«ti«I 
treaties  or  alliances,  nor  coin  money,  nor  regulate  the  Tatue  tboM  v 
ascertain  the  anms  and  expense!  necessary  for  the  defence  and  "dCn' 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them  :  nor  emit  bills,  Bar  bontnr  bmmtm* 
credit  of  the  United  States,  nor  apprepriate  money,  nor  agree  ■nowa*- 
ber  of  vessels  of  war  t-3  be  built  or  pnrchaaad,  or  the  number  n  tenl  ■■ 
forces  to  be  raised,  nor  appoint  a  commander  in  ckkf  of  fte  anaj  "^ 
unless  nine  states  assent  to  the  same ;  nor  shall  a  qneatisit  <a  uj  ■■ 


point,  eicept  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  be  datermined,  nlwl** 
rotes  of  a  majority  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  ass«mU«d. 

ITie  Congress  of  the  United  SUtea  shall  have  power  toa^joini  tai^w 
within  the  year,  and  to  any  place  within  the  United  States,  so  thai  Hfi* 
of  adjournment  be  for  a  longer  duration  than  tiie  apace  of  six  ■m4*i'' 
shall  publish  the  journal  of  their  proceedioga  sitonthly,  cxcapt  *^1^ 
thereof,  relating  to  treaties,  alliances  or  military  operations,  ai,  ui  AibF^ 
vent,  require  secrecy ;  and  the  veas  and  nsya  of  the  delates  sf  wi** 
onanyquestion  shall  beentereaon  the  journal,  when  itis  dsvtd^'9 
delegate ;  and  the  delegates  of  a  stale,  or  any  of  them,  at  his, «  "i^ 
quest,  shall  t>e  furnished  with  a  transcript  oS  the  said  jonmal,  "^^ 
parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  the  l^slatares  sf  tk  '^ 
sUtes. 

At.  10.  The  committee  of  the  states,  or  any  trine  of  them,  ^*^ 
ttorized  to  execute,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  such  of  tl)e  powHtd'^ 
greas  as  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assrmbled,  by  the  cowtdj 
StateB,shall,from  time  to  time,  thinC  expedient  to  vest  them  with;  f^ 
that  no  power  be  dclenited  to  the  said  committee,  for  the  exercise  of"^ 
\ij  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  voice  of  nine  states,  in  tiie  0^  . 
of  the  United  Stales  assembled,  is  requisite.  ^    ^^^  | 

•tfrt.  1 1.  Canada  acceding  to  l' ' 
aures  of  the  United  Statea,  shall  bt 
tages  of  this  union ;  but  no  othei 
unless  such  admission  be  agreed 

Art.  13-  All  bills  of  credit  emit 
by,  or  under  the  authority  of  Coi 
mates,  in  pursuance  of  the  nrese 
Btdered  as  a  charge  a^nst  tne  U 
whereof  the  said  United  States 
pledged. 

Jrt.  13.  Every  state  shall  ah 
States,  in  Congress  aasemUed,  on 
are  submitted  to  them.  And  thi 
violably  observed  by  every  state.  • 
any  alteration  at  any  time  herea 
alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  Cong 
cenBrmed  by  the  lenalatures  of  i 

These  articles  sh^l  be  propose) 
to  be  considered,  and  if  approve* 
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their  delegatiB  to  ratify  ^e  same  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ; 
which  being  dane»  the  same  shall  become  conclusive* 

Orderedj  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  and  arrange  the  arti- 
ii4^  of  confederation,  have  SOO  copies  printed  and  lodged  with  the  secre- 
tarj,  to  be  subject  to  the  future  orders  of  Congress. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  G.  Bryan,  vice-president  ot  the  council  o^ 
Pennsylvania,  to  the  delegates  of  that  state  in  Congress,  together  with  sun- 
dry papers  relative  to  Indian  depredations  on  the  western  frontiers,  was 
laid  betore  Congress  and  read. 

Ordertdf  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Harvie  and  Mr.  Harnett. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  have  leave  of  absence  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health. 

Besolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  collect  and  digest 
the  late  useful  discoveries  for  making  molasses  and  spirits  from  the  juice  of 
com  stalks,  and  report  a  plan  for  communicating  the  said  discoveries  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  several  states ; 

^rhe  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Law  and  Mr.  Roberdeau. 

Bjtsolvtdt  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  J.  Bradford,  dated  Boston,  Oc- 
tober th<;  l6th,  1777 t  to  the  secret  committee,  be  transmitted  to  the  cloUiier- 
eeneral,  to  the  quarter-master-general,  and  to  the  board  of  war ;  that  die 
dothier^nerai,  without  delay,  appoint  a  deputy  in  each  state,  if  he  hath 
not  alreiuly  made  such  appointments  ;  that  tne  cloth  for  soldiers'  clothing, 
mentioned  in  tiie  said  letter  to  be  imported  into  Bedford  for  account  of  Con- 
gress, be  delivered  to  the  clothier-^eneral,  or  his  order ;  the  bales  of  tents 
to  the  quarter-master-general  or  his  order ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  give  di- 
rections respecting  the  arms  mentioned  in  the  said  letter ;  that  tiie  receipts 
taken  on  the  delivery,  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce; that  the  clothier-general  be  directed  immediately  to  give  orders  to 
his  depaty  for  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  to  receive  the  said  cloth  for  sol- 
diers' clothing,  and  procure  the  making  up  the  same  into  clothes  there  or 
elsewhere,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  to  forward  them  with  the  utmost  despatch 
iB  general  Washington's  army ;  that  the  clothier-general,  also  write  to  the 
governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  reauesting  them,  in  case 
uie  person  appointed  by  him  as  his  deputy  should  decline  actin|j;,  to  appoint 
asoitable  person  for  that  purpose,  and  for  forwarding  tlie  clothing  as  above 
directed;  and  the  said  governor  and  council  are  requested  to  make  such 
appointment  accordingly,  and  to  g^ve  every  necessary  aid  to  the  above  im- 
portant business. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  die  applications  of  foreign  officers,. 
&c.  report. 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  memorials  of  chevalier  Crenis,  Mon- 
sieur Dorset,and  chevalier  de  la  Colombo,  which  were  referred  to  them :  that 
althougli  they  are  sensible  of  the  zeal  and  good  intentions  of  the  chevalier 
Crenis  and  Monsieur  Dorset  in  their  wishes  to  serve  the  United  States,  yet 
when  they  reflect  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  American  army,  and  consider 
that  the  number  or  officers  now  in  commission  are  greatly  disproportionate  - 
to  the  soldiers  to  be  commanded,  they  cannot  venture  to  recommend  the  said 
chevalier  Crenis  as  lieutenant-colonel  and  Monsieur  Dorset  as  major  id  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  which  ranks  are  respectively  desired  by  the 
gentlemen  aforesaid : 

That  considering  the  expenses  these  gentlemen  have  incurred,  and  the  in- 
ability stated  by  Monsieur  Dorset  of  returning  to  his  own  country,  they  submit 
it  to  uie  wisdom  of  Congress,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  furnish  the 
necessary  aid  for  this  purpose  ? 
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That  with  regard  to  the  chevalier  de  la  Colombe,  for  whom  the  miniiii 
de  la  Fayette  requests  a  captain's  commission  in  the  American  senrice,  tk 
committee  think  the  same  may  be  granted : 

The  said  report  being  read,  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  fait  put- 
graph,  resoWea  in  the  affirmative. 

'fhe  third  paragraph  beingr  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  captiuirs  commission  be  granted  to  the  chenfier  deli 
Colombe. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  fiilonday. 

^  MONDAY,  JAn^ember  17,  \777. 
Mr.  Edward  Lansworthy,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Wood,  twoofthedcki^ 
from  Georgia,  attended  ana  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appoiBM 
which  were  read  as  follows: 

'*  State  of  Georgia.    House  of  Assembly,  BeAurdan,  JaiMmnjlt  I^* 

''The  house  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  continental  delegates,  ^^^^^ 
peared  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected,  viz.  Nathan  W^ 
son,  Edward  Langworthy,  Joseph  Wood,  Lyman  Hall,  and  George  Wil- 
ton, esqrs., 

"  A  true  extract  from  the  minutes, 

"  JAMES  WOOD,  JuH.  etffi' 

Mr.  Dana,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  Mr.Ellei7,a<Ui^ 
from  Rhode-Island,  attended  and  took  their  seato  in  Congress. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  second  paragraph  ]iitls(<|^ 
of  Uie  committee  on  the  applications  from  foreign  officers,  &c.  anditilf^ 
inff  that  Mons.  Dorset  had  arranged  himself  and  obtained  thecoiBaiv|i^ 
a  ueutenant  among  the  officers  who  accompanied  Mr.  du  CoudnA*^"* 
on  the  15th  of  September  last,  composed  theriiselves  into  a  corps  olWtf^ 
under  Mr.  du  Coudray,  as  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  Umted  Stttti*. 

Resolved,  That  200  dollars  be  presented  to  Mons.  Dorset  as  agntii^ 
for  his  services  and  expenses  in  America,  and  thai  a  bill  of  excbttf^"' 
drawn  in  his  favor  on  the  commissioners  of  Congress  at  the  court  of  Fni^ 
for  900  livres  to  pay  his  passage  to  France  and  to  defray  his  expeoM^^'r'. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coosUc^' 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  chevalier  du  Portail  be  appointed  to  the  rank  oW 
dier-general,  Mons.  de  Laumojr  and  Mons.  de  la  Radiere  to  that  of  cv^ 
and  Mons.  Gouvion  to  that  of  lieutenant-colonel,  in  the  army  of  (he  t# 
States ;  the  said  gentlemen  to  be  employed  as  heretofore  in  the  cafic^* 
ensineers.  uA 

Sundry  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  colonel  Kennon,  accompaiMi** 
letters  or  advice  of  the  14th  of  April  last,  from  J.  Rutle^p,  ftt^^ 
South-Carolina,  were  presented  to  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Marchant  have  leave  of  absence.  ^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  ucomp^T^ 
articles  of  confederation,  brouj^t  in  the  following  draught : 

In  Congress,  Tore-Town,  Mvember  17,  1777' 
Congress  having  agreed  upon  a  plan  of  confederacy  for  securing tkefi^ 
dom,  sovereignty,  and  independence  of  the  United  States,  aQtheotic  c^ 
are  now  transmitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  respective  legislatireir 

This  business,  equally  intricate  and  important,  has,  in  its  prop^  v! 
attended  with  uncommon  embarrassments  and  delay,  which  the  niostiB"'* 
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solicitude  and  persevering  diiiffence  could  not  prevent.  To  form  a  perma- 
nent union*  accommodated  to  me  opinion  and  wishes  of  the  delegates  of  so 
manj  states,  differing  in  habits,  produce,  commerce,  and  internal  police, 
was  found  to  be  a  work  which  nothing  but  time  and  reflection,  conspiring 
with  a  disposition  to  conciliate,  could  mature  and  Accomplish. 

Hardlj  is  it  to  be  expected  that  any  plan,  in  the  varietj  of  provisions 
essential  to  our  union,  should  exactly  correspond  with  the  maxims  and  poli- 
tical views  of  everj  particular  state.  Let  it  be  remarked,  that,  after  the 
most  careful  enquiry  and  the  fullest  information,  this  is  proposed  as  the  best 
which  could  be  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  all ;  and  as  that  alone  which 
affords  any  tolerable  prospect  of  general  ratification. 

Permit  us,  then,  earnestly  to  recommend  these  articles  to  the  immediate 
and  dispassionate  attention  of  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states.  Let 
them  be  candidly  reviewed  under  a  sense  of  the  difficulty  of  combining  in 
one  general  system  the  various  sentiments  and  interests  of  a  continent  di- 
vided into  so  many  sovereign  and  independent  communities,  under  a  con- 
viction of  the  absolute  necessity  of  uniting  all  our  councils  and  all  our 
strength*  to  maintain  and  defend  our  common  liberties  :  let  them  be  examined 
with  a  liberality  becoming  brethren  and  fellow-citizens  surrounded  by  the 
same  imminent  dangers,  contending  for  the  same  illustriouB  prize,  and  deeply 
interested  in  being  forever  bound  and  connected  toeether  by  ties  the  most 
intimate  and  indissoluble;  and  finally,  let  them  be  adjusted  with  the  temper 
and  roaenauimity  of  wise  and  patriotic  legislators,  who,  while  they  are  con- 
cenied  ror  the  prosperity  of  their  own  more  immediate  circle,  are  capable  of 
rising  superior  to  local  attachments,  when  they  may  be  incompatible  with 
the  safety,  happiness,  and  glor  v  of  the  general  confederacy. 

We  have  reason  to  regret  the  time  which  has  elapsed  in  preparing  this 
plan  for  consideration:  with  additional  solicitude  we  look  forward  to  that 
which  must  be  necessarily  spent  before  it  can  be  ratified.  Every  motive 
loudly  calls  upon  us  to  hasten  its  conclusion. 

More  than  an^  other  consideration,  it  will  confound  our  foreign  enemies, 
defeat  the  flagitious  practices  of  the  disaffected,  strengthen  and  confirm  our 
friends,  support  our  public  credit*  restore  the  value  of  our  money,  enable  us 
to  maintain  our  fleets  and  armies,  and  add  weight  and  respect  to' our  council^ 
at  home,  and  to  our  treaties  abroad* 

In  short,  this  salutary  measure  can  no  longer  be  deferred.  It  seems  essen- 
tial to  our  very  existence  as  a  free  people,  and  without  it  we  may  soon  be 
coBstrained  to  bid  adieu  to  independence,  to  liberty  and  safety ;  blessings 
which,  from  the  justness  of  our  cause,  and  the  favor  of  our  Almiehty  Creator 
visibly  manifested  in  our  protection,  we  have  reason  to  expect,  it,  in  an  hum- 
ble dependence  on  his  aivine  providence,  we  strenuously  exert  the  means 
which  are  placed  in  our  power. 

To  conclude,  if  the  l^slature  of  any  state  shall  not  be  assembled.  Con-, 
gress  recommend  to  the  executive  authority  to  convene  it  without  delay  ^ 
and  to  each  respective  legislature  it  is  recommended  to  invest  its  delegates 
with  competent  powers  ultimately  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  state  to  sub- 
scribe articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  of  the  United  States ; 
and  to  attend  Cong;ress  for  that  purpose  on  or  before  the         day  of 

On  motion  to  fillup  the  blanks  with  **  first"  and  *'  May  next ;'' 

J^ew'BampBhire^  Mr.  Folflom,  ay  \  ay 


\ 


Mana^MtU-Bay^  Mr.  Geny,  ay 

Loveu,  ay  I  ay 

Dana,  no 

Khode-bUind^     Mr.  Marchant,  no  >  ^. 

EUeiy  m  \  "^ 

Vol.  IL  43 


Cormedicui^       Mr.  Dyer,  fio'l 

Law,  no^fi# 

Williams,        ayj 


JVlew-Tork,  Mr.  Duane,  no  V* 

J^ew^ersey,         Mr.  Elmer,  no  >fia 
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Hr.  Laurena,  m  )*> 

llr.  Luipa-orthy,  ■») 
Wood.  «J" 


Pemttfieama,     Mr.  Boberfetu,  «•>„,    \JV.-CanSMi.       Mr.Penn, 

Cbngu),  no  5 

Mar^aiid,  Hr.llumMr,  n»^ 

Firgima,  Mr.  R.  U.  Lee,  nn^ 

F.  L.  Lee,  >m  S 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Besolvtd,  That  the  firat  blank  be  filled  with  « tenth,"  and  tte  Kcofld 
with  "  March  nest." 

It  was  then  moved,  after  "  next"  to  add  •■  if  practiuUe  ;" 

Pamtshiiaia,     Kr.  BobcrdeMi,     ■•')  ^ 

d,  Mp.  Bumaey, 

Mr.  R.  H.  L.M, 

F.  L.l,«,- 

Karrie. 
.V.-CareKno,       M>.  Penn, 

lUmett.  wY 

i.-CanSna,       Hr.  Luirena,  ■•>• 

Get  rgia,  Mr.  LaagwvrOty,   «) 

Wood,  a») 


v-Baa^Urt,  Mr.  FoUom,  ^  }  oy 

JUo*ni'tlu-£ay,  Mr.  Geny,  " " 

Lovcll, 

Jlte(fe.JiIan<      Hr.  Mmhuit, 

Ellery, 
Canaectiait,         Hr,  Dyer, 

Lav, 

Williung, 
,A%0-F«rfr,  He  Duuie, 

JVrvsAniw,        Mr.  Elmer, 


3" 


The  letter  ban{;  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  thirteen  co[ues  be  made  out,  signed  by  the  firesidei^  a' 
foTvarded  to  the  sereral  states,  with  ct^ies  of  the  confederation. 

^ouK  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Besolvtd,  That  Mr.  Dana,  Hr.  Eilery,  and  Mr.  Wood,  be  appmnted  mb- 
bers  9t  the  marine  committee,  in  the  nwm  of  thote  from  tn«ir  ic^ecliR 
states,  who  are  absent  or  have  leave  of  absence. 

Rttolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  afpcal),  in 
(be  room  of  Mr.  Preudent,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Marchant : 

The  members  chosen,  Hr.  Harvie,Hr.  Dana,  and  Mr.  Bllerj-. 

BexAved,  lliat  two  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  war : 

The  members  chosen,  Hr.  Dana,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 

TheBeveral  matters  to  tiiia day  referred,  beit^  postponed, 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JV^Mwmier  18,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  IKth,  from  gen.  Miffiin,  was  read,  declaricg  his  vnf- 
anceof  the  appointment  which  Coitgress  have  tteen  pleased  to  make  sflm  ^ 
as  one  of  the  new  board  of  war.  i 

A  letter,  of  the  fid,  ftom  brigadier -general  Hand  ;  one,  from  ArthMl  | 
Steel  i  and  one,  of  the  1st,  from  J.  Boreman,  at  Fort-I^tt,  to  col.  O.  Tl»n^- 
am,  of  the  lOtii,  from  ten.  Gates,  at  Albany;  with  snndry  papers  endaw*:! 
one,  of  the  6th,  from  HeMkiah  Van  Orden,  witfa  an  affidavit  end— cd ;  ■■ 
one  of  tiieSth,  from  th«  council  of  iiafetv  of  New-York  :  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  Ac 
be  referred  to  govern 

The  committee  on 

Ordtred,  That  a  i 
the  louMiffice  in  tite 
of  Lancaster,  lor  10,1 
use  of  the  armT,  said 

ThatawSRoJitiss 
fice  for  the  state  of 
30,050  dollars,  to  eni 
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That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  brigadier-general  du  Portail,  for  whic^ 
he  ia  to  be  accountable : 

That  50  doUaro  be  paid  to  R.  H.  Lee,  esq.  pursuant  to  an  order  of  P. 
Henrj,  eaq.  irovernor  of  Yirginia,  for  transporting  the  baggage  of  baron  de 
Kalb  from  Wiiliaiasbuig  to  York-town,  ana  charged  to  the  account  of  the 
baron  de  Kalb : 

That  700  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Jonathan  £lmer,  a  delegate  for  the 
state  of  New-Jersej,  on  his  request,  and  charged  to  the  said  state. 

Four  o'cl-»ok,  P*  M. 

Whereas,  Congress  is  informed  that  there  is  now  in  York -town  a  certain 
John  Brown,  who,  after  the  enemy  took  possession  of  Philadelphia,  came  out 
of  that  city,  as  he  says,  on  private  business,  and  obtained  leave  from  our  ge- 
neral to  pass  into  the  country ;  that»  after  going  throueh  a  considerable  par^ 
of  this  state,  he,  the  said  John  Brown,  returned  to  PhOadelphia,  and  is  agun 
come  out  without  a  flas  or  pass  from  any  general  or  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales,,  pretending  that  he  is  charged  with  a  verbal  message  to  Con- 
gress from  general  Howe;  and  whereas  such  conduct  administers  just  grounds 
of  suspicion  that  he  is  employed  by  the  enemy  for  purposes  inimical  to  these 
states: 

lUsolved,  That  the  board  of  war  cause  the  said  John  Brown  to  be  arrett- 
ed and  sent  under  ^ard  to  the  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  dealt 
with  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  may  deem  fit  and  proper. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

\\TEDNESDAY.  J^vember  19,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  dOth  of  October,  from  E.  Hancock,  deputy  pay -master  gene- 
ral in  the  eastern  department,  w.ith  his  monthly  account;  one,  of  the  1st  in- 
stant, from  B.  Harrison,  deputy  pay-master  general  in  Virginia,  with  his 
roontidy  acconnt,  were  read : 

Orieredt  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  gen.  Sullivan,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  Fort-Pitt  be  referred  to  the  comnattee  on 
Mr.  Vice-president  Bryan's  letter  of  the  14th. 

Orderea,  That  the  return  of  ordnance,  &c.  taken  from  the  enemv,  which 
was  enclosed  in  gen.  Gates's  letter  of  the  10th,  and  the  letter  from  the  coun- 
cil of  safety  of  New-York,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

That  the  letter  from  general  Gates,  with  the  other  papers  enclosed,  be  re-r 
ferred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  beine  informed  that  there  is  a  quantity  of  leather  on  the  way  to 
this  town  from  North-Carolina : 

(Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  purchase  the  same,  and  take  measures  to 
have  it  made  into  shoes  for  the  use  of  the  army* 

Congress  having  received  information,  tlirough  various  cliannels,  that  the 
American  soldiers  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
whom  the  fortune  of  war  hath  made  prisoners  to  the  British  army  under 
command  of  general  Howe,  are  now  imprisoned  in  Philadelphia,  and  treated 
with  such  shocking  inhumanity  that  numbers  expire  in  the  prison  yard  for 
want  of  food ;  and  whereas,  such  treatment  of  the  American  prisoners  is  not 
only  inconsistent  with  the  practice  of  civilized  nations,  but  totally  the  re« 
verse  of  that  humane  treatment  which  the  British  prisoners  have  uniformly 
received  in  these  states : 

Jteaolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  desired  to  make  strict  enquiry  into 
the  truth  of  this  information^  and  to  report  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  possible, 
the  result  of  his  enquiries. 
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The  board  of  war  brought  id  a  report,  which  W4B  taken  mtoconnltntMi 
Whereupon, 

RuHtlved,  That  Da^-td  Poe  be  appointed  quarter-roagter  fw  tlittmrf 
Baltimore,  in  the  state  of  Marjland,  in  the  room  of,  and  for  the  [NipMib 
which  Jared  Hopkini,  who  declines  actine;,  was  appointed.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  the  2d  of  Octdier  last,  htsdiij 
twice  a  day,  be  repealed,  and  that,  after  Oiis  day,  Congress  wlliimti 
day.  and  that  they  meet  precisely  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  WherenpiiB, 

Ordered,  That  300,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  wir.Ok^ 
them  forwarded  to  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  general,  *Wiitt\« 
accountable  : 

That  1000  dollars  be  adranced  to  the  president  to  pay  eipresHsud)hi 
cDDtinsent  expenses,  for  which4i'ei8tobe  accountable  ;  and  tbit  in alWi' 
ticatea  copy  of  this  order  shalHie  a  sufficient  voucher  to  the  treuwirfe'*' 
payment otthis  sum ; 

That  a  duplicate  warrant  in  favor  of  Jonathan  Tmmbnlli  iaa.  m>  ^ 
pay-master  general  in  the  northern  department,  issue  on  the  lotn-oocta^ 
state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  StW.OOO  dollars,  to  serre  in  cue  ■">• 
rant  for  the  like  bum,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  dated  the  iStii  '^^^^ 
last,  in  consequence  of  an  order  of  Congress  of  the  same  day,  »&•■" 
aforesaid,  should  not  be  received  by  him. 

Four  o'cLooa,  P.  M. 

The  medical  committee  brought  in  a  report ;  WhereupoB, 

Seiolved,  That  the  clothier- general  be  directed  to  duiver  totht^'*'''' 
general  of  the  military  hospitals,  the  deputy  directors- general,  vrtkr* 
ststants,  for  the  use  of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  several  depa*^' 
proportionable  share  of  the  blankets,  shirts,  shoes,  and  stockings  ■*"* 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  procure  for  the  supply  of  the  army : 

lliat  the  director-general  of  the  hospitals  be  authorized  to  caDaerinB« 
be  erected  in  the  different  hospital s,  in  case  he  shall  tfaink8ucb*H|f' 
will  conduce  to  make  up  for  the  present  scarcity  of  blankets  and  iWWji 
or  to  the  greater  comfort  of  the  sick  ;  and  that  tlie  wagoDS  anDUt^  k» 
hospital  department  be  employed,  as  much  as  possiUe,  in  the  tnuf*^ 
of  fuel  for  the  respective  hospitals.  , 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  major-gen.  Mifflin  to  col.  R.  H.  Lee,  m  <bt* 
ject  of  the  quarter- master's  depai'tment,  was  read  in  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  new  board  rfwar,  so  soon  as  ^jf 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  report  a  plan  for  conducting  the  buainoa*'' 
quarter -master  general.  ^^ , 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  tiie  letter  from  the  vice-pM^ 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  letters  from  Poi 
taken  into  consideration  ;  and,  after  d 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  considt 


The  several  matters  to  this  day  refei 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morow. 

THURSDAy.  A*fl 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration 
letter  from  the- vice-president  of  Peni 
Pitt,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  That  an  inroad  has  been  made  on 
Pennsylvania,  by  some  savage  tribes  of 
people  have  been  cruelly  massacred,  j 
tjrom  their  homes  and  reduced  t»  great 
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T  n    '111         '!■  T  '     .  I       , 

That  frem  a  nuinber  of  papers  styled  proclanations,  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  Henry  Hamilt<m,  lieutenant-governor  of  Fort-Detroit,  left  bj  th^ 
Indians  where  thej  committed  their  murders,  and  of  which  there  is  one  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  committee,^  as  well  as  from  other  information  and 
circomstances,  it  appears  tiiat  these  savages  have  been  insti^ted  by  British 
agents  and  emissaries,  and  particularly  by  the  said  H.  Hamilton,  to  this  bar- 
haroasand  murderous  war.  The  committee  apprehend,  that  so  long  as  that 
post  continues  to  be  garrisoned  by  British  troops  who  are  restrained  by  no 
laws  of  humanity  from  using  every  means  to  accomplish  their  purpose  of 
iufajugating  these  states,  those  frontiers  will  be  incessantly  exposed  to  the 
Murbarous  ravages  of  the  Indian  tribes  under  their  influence.  That  by  means 
>f  the  said  agents  and  emissaries  a  dangerous  spirit  of  disaffection  has  been 
excited  and  romented  among  some  worthless  and  evil-disposed  persons  on 
iie  said  frontiers,  who,  lost  to  all  sentiments  of  virtue,  honor,  or  reeard  for 
heir  country,  have  been  induced  to  aid  our  remorseless  enemy.  That  the 
$hawanese  and  Delaware  Indians  continue  well  affected  and  disposed  to 
ireserve  the  league  of  peace  and  amity  entered  into  with  us ;  for  which 
eason  they  are  threatened  with  •  an  attack  by  their  hostile  neiffhbours  who 
ave  invaded  us,  and  are  at  the  same  time  exposed  to  danger  from  the  at- 
smpts  of  ill-disposed  or  ill-advised  persons  among  ourselves.  The  com* 
littee  are  therefore  of  opiniop,  that  for  the  safety  and  security  of  the 
rontiers,  as  well  as  to  preserve  the  public  faith  of  these  United  States 
lighted  to  our  Indian  allies,  speedy  and  effectual  measures  ought  to  be 
iken  to  suppress  the  spirit  of  disaffection  among  our  own  deluded  people, 
»  repel  and  put  a  stop  to  the  hostile  invasions  of  our  enemies,  to  protect  our 
tduui  allies,  and  confirm  them  in  their  good  disposition,  and  to  remove,  if 
issible,  the  cause  from  whence  all  the  evils  in  that  quarter  arise ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  three  commissioners  be  appointed  to  repair,  without  delay, 
Fort-Pitt ;  that  they  be  instructed  to  investigate  the  rise,  progress,  and 
ctent  of  the  disaffection  in  that  quarter,  and  take  measures  for  suppressing 
te  flame,  and  bringing  the  deluded  people  to  a  sense  of  their  duty : 

That  the  said  commissioners  be  invested  with  full  powers  to  suspend  for 
liaoonduct  any  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  employed  in  that 
aarter,  ai^  appoint  others  in  their  room,  and  to  confine,  in  safe  custody, 
1  such  officers  against  whom  they  shall  have  satisfactory  proof  of  being  qi- 
oders  against  the  ri^ts  and  liberties  of  America : 
Xhat  the  said  commissioners  be  directed  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  tho 
tawanese  and  Delawares,  and  prevent  our  people  from  committing  any 
trages  agaidst  them : 

Fhat  they  be  empowered  to  engage  as  many  of  the  Delaware  and  Shawa- 
le  warriors  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  they  judse  convenient : 
ITlasU  they  be  empowered  and  directed,  for  effectually  checking  the  pro- 
ifts  of  the  enemy,  to  concert  with  brigadier-general  Hand  a  plan  tor  carry- 

tbe  vrar  into  the  enemy's  country,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  executed 
H  &II  convenient  despatch  : 

Lad  in  order  to  prevent  such  barbarous  incursions  for  the  future,  tliat  the 
i  c€»mmiB9ioners  be  empowered  to  cause  the  operations  of  the  war  to  be 
Gilded  against  the  British  garrison  at  Detroit  and  its  dependencies,  pro- 
sci  the  reduction  of  that  fortress  can,  in  their  opinion,  be  effected  at  this 
ion  of  the  year,  and  the  whole  can  be  accomplished  by  a  force  not  exceed- 
^ZOOO  men,  exclusive  of  Indian  auxiliaries : 

"bat  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislative  powers  of  Virginia 
JPennaylvania,  to  invest  the  commissioners  with  every  necessary  autho- 
o^er  their  respective  militiae,  to  empower  them  to  arrest  and  commit  for 

such  of  their  respective  inhabitants  on  the  western  frontiers  as  shall 
to  have  been  conciemed  in  any  conspiracy  or  plot  against  the  United 
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States ;  and  otherwise  to  afcrd  tke  said  coaimtaioaers  Mch  aaristance  a 
shall  be  necessarj  to  proaecate  with  vigor  the  measurea  tbat  thej  maj  idept 
in  consequence  of  these  resotatioBs* 

Resolved,  That  general  Waahiagton  be  requested  to  aeod  colottd  WiUiia 
Crawford  to  Pittsburg,  to  take  the  comanand,  under  brigadier-gencnl  Hud, 
of  the  continental  troops  and  militia  in  the  weatam  departnseat. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct^  coIoik/  6.  Mu- 
ffLU,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

ResolvHt,  That  the  case  of  colonel  6.  Morgan  be  iDcladed  ia  tktoiJMH 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  commissioners  who  are  to  be  ^fp^ 
for  various  purposes  on  the  western  frontien:  that»  in  the  meaa  vhrni^eiL 
Morgan  be  restored  to  the  appointment  for  Indian  aliaira,  aad  tint  heUi^ 
pointed  deputy  commissary-general  of  purchases  in  the  weatam  dialrict 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Alexander  €rillon,  waa  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  oomtnerce. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  oonuniasiaiiers  to  proceed  la  Fat* 
Pitt,  and  the  nallots  being  taken,  colonel  Samud  Washington*  QabrielJiicii 
esq.  and  tolonel  J.  Reed,  were  declared  to  be  elected. 

It  was  moved,  whether  colonel  J.  Reed,  being  eleded  by  ballot, 
nominated  to  the  office  before  the  balloting  was  gone  into,  ia  elected 
aUy  to  the  usage  and  practice  of  Conaress?  Reaolvad  in  the  negative. 

Colonel  Eteed  being  then  nominated,  Congreaa  proceeded  te  a  neweiac- 
tion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  colonel  Joaeph  Reed  waa  eleded. 

Resolved,  That  the  hour  of  two,  P.  M.  be  fixed  upon  for  thetunatf  ai- 
jouming. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poatponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  J\"ovemher  21,  1777. 

-  A  letter,- of  the  17th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  White-Marah,va& 
dry  papers  enclosed  ;  one,  of  the  ISth,  from  R.  H.  Harrison,  expn 
obligation  to  Congress  for  the  honor  done  him  in  appointing  hiai  a 
of  the  board  of  war,  which,  from  a  sense  of  his  beine  unequal  ta  the 
important  duties  of  the  office,  he  wishes  to  decKne;  one,  of  thelA 
from  col.  T.  Pickering,  declaring  hia  acceptance  of  the  appaintsaeat  laii 
board  of  war ;  and,  one  of  the  lldi,  from  governor  Livingston  of  NevJff 
scy,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  P.  Zantsinger  to  bricadier  Wajii«4^ 
closed  in  gen.  Washington's  letter,  together  with  seen  part  of  Iki^ 
letter  as  rdates  thereto,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treajrary  s 

That  the  letter  from  gen.  Washington,  with  the  other  puper 
and  the  letter  from  governor  Livingston,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 

A  petition  from  1  homasMoore,  with  an  account  endoaed,  vn 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  who  ore 
report  specially  thereon. 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Sharpabui]g,  aad  a  memarial 
auiidry  officers,  prisoners  there,  also  a  petition  mnn  John  Sumn«r» 

Ordered,  That  thev  be  referred  to  tlie  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  Silas  Deane,  esq.  be  recalled  from  the  conrt  of 
and  that  the  committee  for  foreign  affiiirs  be  directed  to  take 
measures  for  speedily  communicating  the  pleasure  of  Congress  bereiA 
Deane  and  the  other  ^commissioners  of  the  United  Statea  nt  the 
France. 


Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  choosing  a 
the  court  of  France,  in  the  place  of  Silas  Deane,  eaq. 
The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  return  of  ordnance,  ftc' 
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from  the  eiienj,  and  the  letter  from  the  council  of  safetj  of  New-York» 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratioD  ;  and^ after  debate. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjoamed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JVT>fe»ier  StSty  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  col.  G.  ftfoigan,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  October  last,  di- 
recting that  no  assistant  purchasing  commissaries  be  appointed  for  the  west- 
ern diatrict,  be  not  extended  to  the  temporary  appointments  of  such  oflScers, 
and  that  the  commissary-ceneral  of  purchases  oe  directed  to  authorize  the 
deputy  commissary -general  of  purchases  for  the  said  district  to  make  such 
appointments  when  he,  the  said  commissary-general,  shall  judge  it  necessary. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  W.  Buchanan,  commissary^generai  of  pur- 
chases, was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Roberdeau. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  attend  immediately  to  this  business,  and 
that  they  confer  with  gen.  Mifflin. 

A  letter,  from  Mons.  Crenis,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  letter  from  Charlotte,  wife  of  col.  An  til,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  the  return  ot 
ordnance  and  stores  taken  from  the  enemy  since  the  19di  day  of  Septem- 
ber, and  the  letter  from  the  council  of  safety  of  New- York,  report, 

lliat  there  is  no  mention  in  the  said  return  of  standards,  military  chest, 
medicines  or  tents;  that  the  quantity  of  powder  is  very  small,  being  only 
15  barrels ^;rained  and  2  b|rrels  mealed,  and  the  quantity  of  fixed  ammuni- 
tion very  inconsiderable;  that  the  muskets  amount  only  to  4647,  a  number 
not  equal  to  the  prisoners  who  surrendered  agreeable  to  the  convention  of 
Saimtoga,and  all  these  muskets  are  returned  unfit  for  service;  that  there  are 
only  6§8  cartouch  boxes ;  that  the  number  of  bayonets  is  greatly  inferior  to 
the  muskets,  and  these,  as  well  as  the  cutlasses,  are  returned  <*  without  scab- 
bards" or  belts ;  in  short,  the  whole  return  seems  very  inadequate  to  a  well 
appointed  army  and  to  what  might  be  expected  from  the  answers  returned 
by  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  to  the  first  pro|>ositions  made  by  major-ge- 
neral Gates :  the  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion,  that  an  enquiry  ought 
to  be  made  into  the  causes  of  this  deficiency  t  NVhereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  immediately  send  an  express  to  gen.  Gates, 
and  desire  answers  to  the  following  questions^  viz. 

What  is  become  of  the  standards  belonging  to  the  respective  regiments  in 
gen.  Burgoyne's  army  ? 

Where  is  the  military  chest,  and  the  medicines  ? 

What  is  become  of  the  cartouch  boxe&? 

How  comes  the  quantity  of  powder  and  cartridges  to  be  so  small  P 

How  comes  it  that  the  number  of  muskets  is  less  than  that  of  the  prisoner^, 
and  that  all  the  muskets  are  unfit  for  service  ? 

How  comes  the  number  of  bayonets  to  be  so  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  the 
muskets  P 

Where  are  the  scabbards  and  belts  of  the  bayonets  and  cutlasses  P 

Was  there  any  destruction,  waste,  removal  or  concealment  of  the  trms, 
tents,  colours,  treasure,  or  other  military  stores,  belonging  to  gen.  Burgoyne's 
anovt  froBi  the  time  the  first  proposal  was  made,  on  the  13th  day  of  October, 
tf^  the  time  ot  the  surrender  ? 
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What  wu  the  state  and  condition  of  the  amiB  uid  military  stsccii^ 
received  by  gpn.  Gatci  ? 

Were  the  arms  piled  BKreeably  to  the  articlei  sfcoDTCDtioD?  irth^mtt 
not,  did  any  dania^  neceuarily  accrue  in  cAoaequeace  of  the  fnilnre? 

And  that  gen.  Gates  be  directed  to  make  the  neceuary  eDqairiet  and  n- 
iarn  his  answers  to  Congress  as  soon  as  possible. 

ReiQlvtd,  That  it  is  not  to  be  nnderatood  that  the  embu-kaliin  i/Afl 
troops  under  lieutenant-general  Bui^yne  isinanjwisetobedelsndoau- 
count  of  the  forgoing  queries  if  tnnsporta  arrire  before  the  au«tn  >n 
returned  and  the  enquiry  directed  is  finished. 

On  considering  the  foregoing  report,  a  motion  was  made. 

That  a  committee  of  be  appointed  to  repair  immediaUy  to  Attnj 

to  confer  with  general  Gates  on  every  particular  respecting  the  exacatiiaif 
the  convention  of  Saratoga  on  the  part  of  general  Bur^yne,  and  thatuftt 
basis  of  their  joint  enquiries  the  foUowtng  punta  be  particoUriy  ntta- 
mended ;  and  then  the  questions  to  fallow  : 


MargloMl,  Hr.  Smith, 

^.-Ca^not       Mr.  Penn, 

Hunett, 


RuniBn,  m\ 

Ht.  R.  H.  Lee,       at  j 

"""     :!■ 


S-CaraSna,         Mr.  i«iii»^Mi  ■■>> 

Gfrgia,  Mr  LuigwcHlhj,  m  fm 


Mm-r»i*,  Mr.  Uuer, 

I'tmitglvama,     Mr-  RobcTdeui, 
CUngui, 

So  it  passed  in  the  ne^tive. 

Another  motion  was  made,  after  the  words"  and  return  h is  answntt 
Congress  as  soon  as  possible,"  to  add  the  following  paragraph  :  ■*  And  wkn- 
as  it  is  probable  that  sufficient  evidence  cannot  be  obtained  in  Aibujttm^- 
:__  n.g  pi-emises ;  resolved,  that  major-general  Heath  be  directed  is  aikct 
:  evidence  he  can  possibly  procure  concerning  the  state  of  Aa  ma, 
tents,  standards,  treasure,  medicines,  and  other  military -stores  b«ieipi(tB 


ing  the  I 
air the  ( 

tents,  Bfc[ -  - , or»- 

genervl  Burgoroe's  army,  before  proposals  were  macle  for  enteriif  iaka 
convention, aoa  whether  ttiere  was  any  destniclion,  waste,  concealmutsric- 
movai  of  anv  of  the  above  articles  from 
first  proposal  was  made  on  tlie  13th  (ktol 


IP 


mora!  of  any  of  the  above  articles  from  the  time  whi 
first  proposal  was  made  on  tlie  13th  (ktol 
that  he  transmit  to  Congress,  with  all  | 
tlieoticated,  the  evidence  which  he  msy  i 
A  previous  question  was  called  for,  w 

Jlf-BampMre,  Mr.  FoUnm,  as  )-n« 

JUaita'lu-Bas,  Mr,  Uivell,  no  > 

D»ii»,  no  J  " 

SAwfe-AtiH^    Mr.KUery, 
Cnnrctiru/,      Mr.  L&w, 

WUIiu 
JVinr-rerk,  Mr.  Duef, 

J'ejmtgltiania,   Mr.  Moberde&u,      na  i 

Clingwi,  iifl  5  "" 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  having  received  information 
UnitedStates  of  America  have  endeavor 
groundless  reports,  that  a  treaty  had  bcf 
GommiaeioDers  of  the  king  of  Great -Briti 
recnncilialion  would  take  place  : 

Be  it  declared  and  resolved.  That  the 
States  at  the  aeveial  courts  in  Europe  h 
courU  at  which  thej  respectively  reside, 
held  between  the  king  of  Great-Britain  oi 
Mill  United  States  since  their  declaration 
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And  whereas,  the  cause  ef  these  United  States  may  be  greatly  endangered, 
vnless  such  of  the  Bnropean  powers  as  re^rd  the  nghts  of  mankind  snoald 
interpose  to  prevent  the  nngeneroos  corotnnation  of  other  powers  against  the 
liberties  of  the  said  states : 

Mes^ffedf  That  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  seteral 
courts  in  Eorope  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  respective  courts,  and  request 
their  immediate  assistance  for  preventing  a  farther  embarkation  of  foreitjti 
troops  to  America,  and  alse  to  urge  the  necessity  of  their  acknowledging  me 
independence  of  these  states. 

Buohtdf  That  all  proposals  for  a  treaty  between  the  king  of  6reat-Bri 
tain,  or  anv  of  his  commissrenersi  and  the  United  States  of  Americ^  ineonl- 
sistent  wim  the  independence  of  the  said  states,  or  with  such  treaties  or  al- 
liances as  may  be  formed  under  their  authority,  will  be  rejected  by  Conffress. 

9^$olvedf  That  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  be  several^  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  respective  courts  the  purport  ef  their  first  and 
second  resolutions  when  they  think  it  expedient,  and  to  suspend  the  last 
until  upon  a  general  censuttation  of  the  commismners  a  majority  shidl 
judge  it  necessary. 

CoDsress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  board  of  treik» 
nary  of  the  19th ;  Whereupon, 

Henhxdt  That  the  pay  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jwn.  esq.  deputy  nay -mal- 
ter-generai  of  the  northern  department,  be  augmentc^l  to  125  deilars  ptr 
month  : 

That  the  mm  of  ISOdoltars  be  allowed  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq. 
deputy  pay-master-geuend  of  the  northern  department,  for  hvd  past  extras 
OTimary  services. 

J^€8olvidy  That  the  former  board  of  war  be  authorized  lo  proceed  on  the 
business  of  that  department  till  such  time  as  a  sufficient  number  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  war  office  shall  attend. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  the  hon.  Stephen 
Hopkins,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from  Kew-Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut  and 
New- York,  and  for  other  purposes  mentioned  in  a  resolution  of  Congress 
4>f  the  10th  of  September  last,  brought  in  a  report,  jwhich  was-  taken  into 
consideration ;  and,  thereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Pursued  by  the  injustice  and  the  vengeance  of  Oreat-Britain,  these  United 
States  hare  been  compelled  to  engage  in  a  bloody  and'  expensive  war. 
Amidst  every  distress  that  may  befal  them,  it  wiU  be  their  consolation  to 
appeal  to  Heaven  for  the  rectitude  of  their  measures ;  since  they  have  had 
recourse  to  arms,  not  from  ambition  or  the  lust  of  power,  but  to  renst  actual 
invasion  and  boundless  rapine,  and  to  secure  the  common  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  human  nature— -the  blessings  of  freedom  and  safety. 

Aided  by  venal  foreigners  and  domestic  traitors,  the  war  has  been  prose- 
cuted by  our  imjilacabie  foes  with  their  utmost  force  and  vigor,  and  aggra- 
rated  by  more  than  savage  barbarity. 

Congress,,  nevertheless,  supported  by  the  confidence  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, witiiout  burthening  them  with  taxes  or  pecuniary  contributions,  have 
hitherto  raised  all  tiie  necessary  supplies  on  the  public  faith. 

To  maintain  our  fleets  and  armies,  large  sums  have  been  emitted  in  bills 
of  credit,  and  the  same  method  has  been  embraced  by  the  respective  states 
to  answer  their  internal  wants.  By  these  expedients,  our  paper  currency, 
notwithstanding  the  solid  basis  on  which  it  is  rounded,  is  multiplied  beyond 
die  rules  of  good  policy.  No  trutii  being  more  evident,  than  that  where  the 
quantity  of  money  of  any  denomination  exceeds  what  is  useful  as  a  medium 
of  commerce,  its  comparative  value  must  be  proportionably  reduced.  To  this 
cause,  conspiring  with  the  arts  of  our  open  and  secret  enemies,  tiie  shameful 
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aviditj  of  too  many  of  oor  professed  friends,  and  the  scarcity  of  foreign  com- 
modities are  we  to  ascribe  the  depreciation  of  our  currencj :  the  consequences 
to  be  apprehended  are  equally  obvious  and  alarming.  They  tend  to  the 
depravity  of  morals*  the  decay  of  public  virtue,  a  precarious  supply  for  the 
war,  debasement  of  the  public  faith,  injustice  to  individuals*  and  thedeatruc- 
tion  of  the  honor/  safety,  and  independence  of  the  United  States.  Loudl j, 
therefore,  are  we  called  upon  to  provide  a  seasonable  and  effectual  remedy. 
Blessed  be  God,  they  are  not  irremediable.  The  means  of  repressing  them 
are  still  in  our  power.  Let  the  virtuous  patriots  of  America  reflect  on  the 
inestimable  value  of  the  prize  for  which  we  are  contending.  Hitherto  spared 
from  taxes,  let  them  now  with  a  cheerful  heart  contribute  according  to  their 
circumstances.  Let  the  sordid  wretches,  who  shrink  from  danger  and  per- 
sonal service,  and  meanly  prefer  their  own  inglorious  ease  and  emolument 
to  the  good  of  their  country,  be  despised,  and  their  ill-gotten  wealth  be 
abhorred  as  a  disgrace.  Let  the  extortioners  and  oppressors  be  ponished ; 
the  secret  traitor  dragged  to  light;  the  necessities  ot  the  army  attended  to 
and  relieved ;  and  the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation  be  reduced ;  and  we 
shall  soon  see  the  public  credit  fully  established,  and  with  the  continuance 
of  th%  divine  favor,  a  glorious  termination  of  the  present  arduous  conflict. 

To  promote  these  great  and  salutary  purposes.  Congress,  upon  mature  de- 
liberation and  with  the  most  earnest  solicitude,  recommend  the  following  pro- 
positions to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states,  to  be  immediately 
adopted  and  carried  into  effect: 

1.  JSesdfved,  That  it  be  most  earnestly  recomtnended  to  the  respective 
states  to  raise  in  the  course  of  the  year  1778,  commencing  on  the  first  day 
of  January  next,  \iy  ciuarterly  payments,  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
by  taxes,  to  be  levied  on  the  inhabitants^  of  the  respective  states,  in  the  pro- 
portions following,  viz. 


New  Hampshire  200,000  dollars,  I  Delaware  60,000  doDais, 

MassachuBettft-Bay  820,000  Maryland  520,000 

Rhode-Island  &  I^vidence 

Plantations  100,000 

Connecdcut  600,000 


New-York  200,000 

New-Jersey  270,000 

PennsylTania  620,000 


Virgima  800,000 

North-Carolina  250,000 


South-Carolina  500,000 

Georgia  60,000 


5,000,000 

That  the  sums  to  be  assessed  and  to  be  raised  shall  not  be  considered  a« 
the  proportion  of  any  state,  but  being  paid,  into  the  treasury  shall  be  placed 
to.  their  respective  credit,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum» 
from  the  time  of  payment  until  trie  quotas  shall  be  finally  ascertained  and 
adjusted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  confedera- 
tion hereafter  to  be  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  several  states.  And  if  it  shall 
then  appear  that  any  state  is  assessed  more  than  its  just  quota  of  the  said 
tax,  it  snail  continue  to  receive  interest  on  the  surplus,  and  if  less  it  shall 
be  charged  with  the  interest  on  the  deficiency,  until  by  a  future  tax  such  sur- 
plus or  deficiency  shall  be  properly  adjusted^ 

'2.  Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states  to  refrain  from  further  emissions  of  bills  of  credit,  and  where 
there  is  a  sufficient  quantity  «f  continental  bills  of  credit  for  tlie  purpose  of 
a  circulating  medium,  forthwith  to  call  in  by  loans  or  taxes  and  to  cancel  the 
paper  money,  small  bills  for  change  under  a  dollar  excepted,  which  such 
state  has  already  emitted  ;  and,  for  the  future,  to  provide  for  the  exigencies 
of  war,  and  the  support  of  government  by  taxes  to  be  levied  within  the  year, 
or  such  other  expedient  as  may  produce  a  competent  supply. 

3.  And  whereas  the  obstruction  of  the  course  of  justice  in  any  state  may 
not  only  prove  injurious  to  its  citizens,  but  also  to  the  circulation  and  credit 
of  the  currency  of  such  state  and  of  the  United  States : 
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Re9oUsedj  therefore.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  forth- 
with U^  take  effectual  care  that  justice  be  duly  administered  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions,  as  well  for  the  recovery  of  debte  as  for  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes  and  misdemeanors ;  provided,  tdat  no  suit  or  action  shall  be 
mailitainable  for  the  benefit  of  the  enemies  of  these  United  States. 

4.  Aad  whereas  signal  advantaaes  have  arisen  from  the  establishment  of 
continental  loan-offices,  on  which  Congress  continue  to  place  great  depend- 
ence ;  in  order,  therefore,  as  far  as  it  is  practicable,  to  ascertain  the  supplies 
for  the  war  which  may  be  raised  in  the  several  states  upon  loan-office  certifi- 
cates ; 

Besalvedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures,  or,  in  the  recess  of 
anjr  of  them,  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  respective  states,  to  cause  sub- 
scriptions to  be  opened  under  the  inspection  of  one  or  more  respectable  citi- 
zens within  each  town  or  district,  specifying  the  names  of  the  lendera,  and 
the  sums  they  are  willing  to  lend,  and  that  a  copy  of  such  subscription  pa- 
per shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  delivered  to  the  respective  commissioners  of 
the  said  loan-offices,  and  by  them  transmitted  to  Congress ;  provided,  that 
no  certificate  shall  issue  for  less  than  200  dollars. 

5.  Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures,  or,  in  their  re- 
cess, tp  the  executive  powers  of  the  respective  states  of  New- Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts- Bav,  Rhode-Island,  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecti- 
cut, New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  respectively,  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  convene  at  New-Haven,  in  Connecticut,  on  the 
15th  da^  of  January  next;  and  to  the  states  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
North-Carolina,  res|>ectively,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  convene  at  Fre- 
dericksburg, in  Virginia,  on  the  said  15th  day  of  January ;  and  to  the  states 
of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively,  to  appoint  commissioners  to 
convene  at  Charleston,  on  the  15th  clay  of  February  next ;  in  order  to  regu- 
late and  ascertain  the  price  of  labor,  manufactures,  internal  produce,  and 
commodities  imported  from  foreiB;n  parts,  military  stores  excepted  ;  and  al- 
so to  regulate  the  chatges  of  inn-Wders ;  and  that,  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners, each  of  the  respective  legislatures  enact  suitable  laws,  as  well 
for  enforcing  the  observance  of  such  of  the  regulations  as  they  shall  ratify, 
and  enabling  such  inn -holders  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies,  as  to  au- 
thorize the  purchasing  commissaries  for  the  army,  or  any  other  person  whom 
the  legislatures  may  think  proper,  to  take  from  any  engrossers,  forestallers» 
or  other  person  possessed  of  a  latter  quantity  of  any  such  commodities  or 
provisions  than  shall  be  competent  for  the  private  annual  consumption  of 
their  families,  and  who  shall  refuse  to  sell  the  surplus  at  the  prices  to  be  as- 
certained as  aforesaid,  paying  only  such  price  for  the  same. 

6.  And  in  order  to  introduce  immediate  economy  in  the  public  expense, 
the  spirit  of  sharping  and  extortion,  and  the  rapid  and  excessive  rise  of  eve- 
ry commodity  being  confined  within  no  bounds ;  and  considering  how  much 
time  must  unavoidably  elapse  before  the  plan  directed  by  the  preceding  re-' 
solution  can  be  carried  into  effect, 

Besolved^  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective  legisla- 
tures of  the  United  States,  without  delay,  by  their  separate  authority,  to 
adopt  and  effectually  enforce  a  temporary  regulation  of  the  prices  of  provi- 
sions and  other  commodities  for  the  supply  of  the  army,  in  such  manner  as 
they  shall  judge  reasonable  ;  and  to  continue  in  force  until  the  general  regu- 
lation before  proposed  shall  be  adopted. 

Resolved^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday* 
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MONDAY,  Jffbvembtr  S4,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  brigsdier-gen.  Hind,  at  Fort-Pitt,  totbesftn- 
t»7of  tlwbMrd  of  war;  on«  of  the  llth,  from  col.  Mssod,  at  WHiJw- 
bur^ ;  one  from  braadier  de  Roche  Fermoy,  with  nndiy  papers  endwili 
two  from  br^adier  Conway,  one  of  the  13th,  encloiing  hi»  cpiMiiaMii.  wtdi 
hebega  leave  to  resign,  the  other  directed  toC.  Cairoll,  esq.  or,  akit^ 
aence,  to  die  lecretar;  ofCongreM,  were  read  t 

Ordntd,  That  thej  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Aletter  fran  PreeioD  Bowdoin,  enclosing  a  bill  of  exchange  drawtW  W. 
Reanon,  with  a  tetter  of  advice  from  J.  Rutlcdge,  eaq.  preaidentaffim- 
Carolina,  waa  read : 

OrrfcMd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  ef  treaanry. 

The  bnatd  of  war  report,  that  they  have  had  a  conference  with  gen.  Vt- 
fliB  on  the  late  eatabliahment  made  br  Congreaa  for  conducting ttwwar^ 
partment,  and  are  ananimoualy  of  opinion,  that  a  flofficient  number  «l  n»- 
miasioaera  hare  not  been  appointed  tor  givingdue  weight  to  tb«  esecitiHif 
the  regolatio&s  which  may  be  recommended  by  the  iMard,  and  adefM^ 
Congreaa,  and  particularly  for  enabling  one  of  thetioBrd  of  comiBisneMns 
visit,  from  time  to  time,  tiie  dilTerent  armiea,  peita,  er  garrtsoBS,  is  ac^crk 
see  that  tbe  regulations  adopted  by  CoDgrew  are  carried  into  execatiaa,*' 
to  examine  what  ara  the  wants  of  the  array,  and  what  defects  or  abnci  (R- 
*ail,  fram  time  to  time,  in  the  different  departments ;  Whereupon, 

lUiolved,  That  two  additional  commisHioners  be  apptnnted  teexentottt 
department  of  the  war  office,  in  pursoance  of  die  resolution  of  tbe  I7A*f 
October  last,  and  that  any  diree  of  the  said  oommiasioners  have  fall  isMr 
to  tranaaot  business,  any  thingin  the  former  reaolutionsrespectbigtheW^ 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  WilKam  IsckaM, 
eaq.  commisasry-geoeral  of  purchases,  dated  York-tuwQ,Novemhcrthtllst. 
1777,  report  f 

That  apon  conferring  with  the  commiseary-Mneral  upon  tbe  mf^^ 
Boor  for  ute  army  in  the  middle  district,  he  info-med  the  cammittccMk 
knew  of  no  other  magazines  established  for  this  parpoae  than  thiMC  at  1^-  , 
caster  and  York-town;  that  he 
thereia,  but  auppoaed  the  former  c 
that  to  transport  these  to  the  cam[ 
employed  to  procure  as  many  mo 
ziaea  would  soon  be  exhausted,  t1 
'  800  barrels  a  day ;  that  if  by  afa 
employed. in  this  business  were  ii 
want  bread  ;  that  he  knew  not  w 
taken  place  in  Pennsylvania  from 
out  their  wheat,  or  from  the  want 
Militi\  for  foinforcii^  the  army; 
present  supplies  of  beef  for  the  am 
Md  he  had  no  expectation  of  imni' 
em  districts;  that  he  had  employ' 
tog  pork,  but  that  he  was  not  abfe 
nnrnDer  by  these  veana  would  be 
med,  as  the  seaami  waa  Mt  arv 
inlorm  the  committee  what,  or  « 
gOToriMr  and  council  of  safety  rf  I 
sachnsetts  Bay,  to  send  salt  to  th 
Congress,  of  the  22d  of  October  las 
Wver,  he  did  not  know  where  to  < 
as  some  that  he  had  aent  to  cam 
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oloytd  in  the  army :  from  all  wbteb  circttmstaaces  the  committee  appre- 
MDd  diat  the  fHreaent  prospect  of  supplies  of  provisions  for  the  armj  in  tiiis 
district  is  very  precariou,  and,  unless  more  enectual  measures  are  speedily 
adopted,  disagreeable  consequences  must  necessarily  follow.  They  are, 
theraore,  of  opinion,  that  the  immediate  attention  of  Congress  to  this  busi* 
Deas  is  necessary ;  and,  to  remedy  the  present  inconveniences,  have  re- 
commended to  the  commissary  the  advice  of  general  MifflUn,  namely,  «  to 
proceed  to  head -quarters,  and  hire  12  or  more  mills  within  six  miles  of,  and 
covered  by  the  army,  to  purchase  or  impress  wheat  in  the  sheaf,  if  the  farm- 
ers cannot  be  prevaded  on  to  thresh  for  the  troops ;  to  solicit  the  general  to 
^re  150  men  from  the  army  for  that  purpose,  and  set  the  mills  to  work." 
sy  these  means,  a  present  suppljr  may  be  obtained,  which  bad  weather  can- 
not prevent,  and  time  will  be  gained  for  establishing  at  Pottsgrove,  Read- 
ing, Lancaster,  &c*  magazines  of  flour  for  three  months,  in  which  time  the 
new  board  of  war  will  probably  take  up  the  business,  and  give  proper  orders 
for  the  supplies  of  the  next  campaign. 

The  oomndttee  farther  report, '^  That  the  cammissary -general  was  gone 
to  camp  on  this  busings,  and  that  they  have  recommended  to  him,  on  his 
way,  to  apply  to  the  executive  council  or  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  for  such 
asaiatance  as  shall  be  necessary :  all  which  they  submit  tor  Congress  :^ 
Whereupon, 

J?esoloM(,  That  Congress  concur  with  the  comni^ttee,  and  approve  the 
adrice  ajven  and  the  measures  taken  for  the  supply  of  the  army. 

Ii€9omd,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  devfse  ways  and 
means  for  proividing  a  sufikient  supply  of  provisions  for  the  army :  the  mem- 
bers diosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Roberaeau,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Harvie,  and  Mr. 
Smith. 

The  committee  appointed  to  proparo  a  plan  for  establishing  a  board  to  su- 
perintend the  departments  of  the  commissaries  and  quarter-master  general, 
report. 

That  as  a  board  of  war,  consiatine  of  persons  not  members  of  Congress,  has 
been  lately  established,  and  the  late  ouarter-master  general  is  a  member 
thereof,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  tnat  a  consideranle  expense  may  be 
saved^y  addine  to  the  board  a  person  acauainted  with  the  commissarial  bu- 
siness, and  auHioriztng  it  to  superintend  each  of  the  civil  departments  of 
the  army:  Whereupon, 

Iksolved,  That  Congress  concur  with  the  committee. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  J^ovember  25,  1777. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  by  the  auditor-general  to 'Na- 
thaniel Folsom,  esq.  delegate  from  New-Hampshire,  on  his  application ;  the 
said  state  to  be  accountaole : 

That  IflO  dollars  be  advanced  by  the  auditor-general  to  the  chevalier  do 
la  Colombe,  a  captain  in  the  army ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  4929  60-90  dollars  be  paid  by  the  auditor-general  to  Winslow  and 
Inmham>  for  a  Quantity  of  leather  purchased  of  them  by  William  Henry,  for 
poMic  service ;  Mr.  Henry  to  be  accountable. 

Hie  commissioners  for  building  ships  of  war  in  Yireinia,  having  repre- 
sented to  the  marine  committee  the  necessity  of  a  guard  being  provided  for 
the  protection  of  th^  continental  fri^tes  now  on  the  stocks  in  that  state 
a^nst  Ae  efforts  of  tiie  enemy^  shtps  of  war,  five  of  which  lie  frequently 
within  ten  miles  of  the  yard,  where  the  frigates  are  building,  and  the  com- 
mittee having  taken  the  same  into  consideration,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read  |  and  thereupon. 
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Resolvtd,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  be  requested  ta  p- 
vide  such  a  guard)  from  time  to  time,  at  the  ctmdnental  expotue,  as  mtjk 
'  deemed  necessary  by  the  said  commiBsioncrs,  upon  conaideratioB  ef  dma' 
Btances,  for  the  protection  aforeuid  ;  and  also  to  famish  the  said  caau 
sionera  with  arms  and  ammunition  sufficient  to  enable  the  men  waduog  a 
the  yard,  to  aisiit  the  guard  in  repelling  any  attempt  that  may  be  Bade^ 
the  enemy  for  the  destruction  of  the  frigates  aforesaid. 

Beaolved,  Thatthecummissionersaforesaidbeauthorizcd  tapRfOtifew 


^erai  nasningroo  oe  aireciea  to  pnoiiaa  la  pan 
«s  will  speedily  take  into  considers  boo,  the  ner«i  i 
e  distinguished  themselves  by  their  intr^iditj  andtki 
ilth  and  discipline  of  their  men ;  and  adopt  such  legih 


-rafts  far  tlie  better  security  of  the  said  frigates,  it  being  repcaatedbj 
the  com miKsioners  that  such  rafts  may  be  of  considerable  service,  tadtiM 
at  no  great  expense. 

Aesatvnj,  That  fur  the  purposes  of  laying  in  provisions,  and  other  eipms 
ot  the  said  yard,  an  order  be  drawn  on  me  loan-office  for  the  stale  of  Vi- 

E'aia,  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee,  or  their  order,  fur  lO/WO  daUan,* 
:  remitted  to  the  commiHsioners  aforesaid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Baolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  pnbliah  in  gfinl 

orders,  that  Congress  ~"" j:i-.  ^-i--  ;-•- :.i — ' —    -i-  — -—^ 

•nch  officers  as  have  d 

attention  to  the  health 

tiona  as  shall  tend  to  introduce  order  and  good  discipline  into  the  araj,«i 

to  render  the  situation  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  with  respect  to  cIsAiif 

and  other  necessaries,  more  eligible  than  it  has  hitherto  been. 

Hesolvtd,  That  governor  Caswell  be  desired  to  appoint  proper  faaM 
within  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  to  purchase,  with  secrecy  and  dtsfstdi 
all  the  merchantable  leather  and  deer-skini  in  that  state  proper  br  Hikiq 
shoes,  breeches,  saddles,  harness,  and  military  accoutrements  :  thit  ie  tt 
desired  to  detain  so  much  thereof  as  can  be  manufactured  iato  dsei  laA 
breeches  within  the  space  of  four  months,  sending  on  to  theclothiw-fMcnl, 
at  Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  the  shoes  and  breeches  which  may  bt  wAe, 
from  time  to  time,  and  delivering  the  residue  of  the  said  leather  and  skJa&M 
the  order  of  the  board  of  war  : 

lliat  be  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  treasury  for  such  smas  as  shall  h 
necessary  for  the  execution  of  this  business,  and  transmit  the  accoots  iJ 
the  prices  g^ven,  and  quantities  purchased,  to  the  board  of  war  and  dotlie- 
general. 

A  petition  from  John  Simpers  was  read,  setdiw  forth, "  that  his  bnte- 
Thomas  Simpers  of  Ccecil  county,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  was  taktsa* 
custody  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  in  the  said  county,  about  the  first  w«ek,a9p' 
tember  last,  on  suspicion  of  having  dealt  with  the  English  army  thead** 
and  carried  to  the  American  army,  then  in  the  Delaware  state,  pata^  i 
provost  guard,  and  sent  from  place  to  place,  and  is  now  confined  la  M^ 
gaol,  in  ue  state  of  Penusyl  "    '  I 

to  Ccecil  county,  in  order 
Whereupon, 

Ordered.  That  the  saidp 
he  be  directed  to  give  order 
in  the  state  of  Maryland,  tl 
that  state;  the  prisoner  to  b 

Raolvtd,  That  a  commit 
ner  the  department  of  the 
such  regulations  as  they  mi 
execution  of  that  office. 

The  members  chosen.  Mi 
and  Mr.  Duer. 

The  committee  on  the  tre 
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Ordered^  That  78  dollars  be  paid  to  Jean  Baptist  Mourgens,  late  a  lieut* 
in  colonel  Livingston's  regiment  raised  in  Canada,  as  a  recompence  for  his 
extraordinary  services  in  Canada,  performed  by  desire  of  general  Sallivan, 
and  for  his  expenses  in  performing  the  said  services. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to«morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JVbumfter  26,  1777. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Beaolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  to 
appoint  proper  persons  to  re-inlist  the  soldiers  of  their  first  nine  regiments, 
whose  times  of  service  are  near  expiring,  atid,  in  failure  thereof,  to  take 
some  speedy  and  effectual  course  of  supplying  their  places  in  the  continen* 
tal  armyi  and  Congress  a^ee  to  allow  the  men  inlisting  for  the  war,  or  three 
years,  the  usual  bounty  ^ven  to  such  recruits. 

B^olved,  That  Monsieur  Fleury,  in  consideration  of  the  disinterested 
gallantry  which  he  has  manifested  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  be 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  loan-office,  in  the  steteof  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  colonel  Isaac  Mel<* 
chior,  barrack-master,  for  lOyOOO  dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  wood,  candles, 
straw,  &C.  for  the  use  of  the  barracks ;  the  said  Isaac  Melchior  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Ordered^  That  1000  dollars  be  paid  by  John  Gibson,  esqr.  auditor-gene- 
ral, to  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  the  same  being  advanced 
to  that  state  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Law,  two  of  its 
del^ates ;  the  state  to  be  accountable : 

Tnat  35  48-90  dollars  be  paid  by  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  to 
Thomas  Hains  and  Frederick  Severs,  invalid  soldiers,  late  belonging  to  the 
invalid'  regiment,  discharged  at  their  own  request,  for  two  months'  and 
twenty-four  days'  pay  due  to  each  of  them,  as  appears  by  colonel  L.  Nicola's 
certificates  ;  the  said  colonel  Nicola  to  be  accountable. 

CoDcress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  committee  on  the 
letter  irom  S.  Hopkins,  esq.  &a  when  the  seventh  article  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

7th.  And  whereas,  notwithstandinethe  lam  quantities  of  clothing  which 
have  seasonably  been  ordered  from  Europe  for  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  such  have  been  the  obstructions,  trom  a  variety  of  causes,  that  an 
adequate  supply  hath  not  been  imported,  and  it  is  become  necessary  that 
immediate  provisions  should  be  made  to  defend  the  troops  from  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  winter,  and  to  prevent  futore  disappointmente  of  the  like  na- 
ture, and  that,  for  this  purpose,  the  several  stetes  should  be  called  upon  for 
assisUnce. 

fiesoZved,  therefore,  lliat  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  stetefl^ 
from  time  to  time  to  etert  their  utmost  endeavors  to  procure,  in  addition  to 
the  allowances  of  clothing!  heretofore  made  by  Congress,  supplies  of  blan- 
kets, shoes,  stockings,  shirts,  and  other  clothing  ror  the  comfortable  sub- 
sistence of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  their  respective  battelions ;  and  to 
appoint  one  or  more  persons  to  dispose  of  such  articles  to  the  said  officers 
and  soldiers  in  such  proportions  as  tne  general  officers,  from  the  respective 
states,  commanding  in  such  army,  shall  direct,  and  at  such  reasonable  prices 
as  «hall  be  assessed  by  the  clothier-general  or  his  deputy,  and  be  in  just 
pro|K>rtion  to  the  wages  of  tlie  officers  and  soldiers,  charging  the  surplus  of 
the  cost  to  the  United  Stetes.:  and  all  clothing  hereafter  to  be  supplied  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continentel  army  out  of  the  public  stores  of 
the  United  States,  beyond  the  bounties  already  granted,  shall  be  charged  at 
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*h«  likepricei;  the  surplus  to  be  defrayed  bw  tile  U>i ted  Mates;  pmlM 
%at  effectnal  messureB  be  adopted  bj  each  state  for  prcrcDting  tnj  caap 
Mtton  between  their  mrcha»ing  aients  and  the  clot  hier-grnerKl  orint  agcob, 
who  &re  Beverallr  directed  to  ooaerre  the  rnstructioni  of  the  re^Ktitt 
BtateB  rel&tire  to  the  pricei  of  clothing;  parahaserf  wiAiD  raefa  itate;"  w 
the  question  to  agree  to  this  part  of  the  report, 

Mne-Haiiip*hiir,Mr   Fobom,  oji  Joy 

Mattaitli-Bay,  Mr.  (.crty,  oyi 

Lov«n,  'Sf-ail 


Ctmteclietn, 


William^ 
MifT«rb  Mr.  Duane, 

Duer, 
Patugtetmia,     Mr.  noberdeaa, 

Clingin, 

So  it  was  rewlved  ift  the  afirraatiTC. 

Besolved,  That  the  farther  cMMndention  of  Ac  nport  be  fottfmd'S 


.»-jtaa4 

Hr.  Smith 

"l 

Bumsrj-, 

nv-«. 

Hr.Jonn, 

■1 

B.  H.  Ix^ 

4^fc 

K  I^Lm, 

^ 

H«v«. 

il 

Mr.  Peon. 

Huwtl, 

ff-CcMfiW, 

Jlr.L«ne>^ 

w>» 

G«r!*». 

*^r-*' 

:]• 

II" 


The  MTerm)  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poetpmed, 
Adjoamed  to  ten  o'clock  to-marrow. 


THURSDAY,  JVmembtr  27, 1777. 

A  letter,  of  die  SSd,  from  gen.  WashingtM.eKclosing  copies  of  MtoiU 
passed  between  him  and  gen.  Howe,  relative  to  the  exdwoge  and  ti         ' 
efpriMners,  and  also  extract*  of  euodrj  senttncM  of  coarts-n 
ofliicers,  w&sread. 

ConsreSB  resumed  tiie  connderatiott  of  the  report  of  the  C 
letter  fn>m  S.  Hoakins,e8q.  &c.  WherenpoB, 

6.  Samlnd,  Tnat  it  be  earnestly  recommended  t*  tbe  >ev«nl  E 
soon  as  may  be,  to  confiscate  and  make  sale  ef  all  the  real  and  pen 
tate  therein,  of  such  of  their  inhabitants  and  other  perssna  who  hftn  f( 
the  same,  and  die  right  to  theprot«ctioii  of  their  respectire,  and  t*  invsAtkt 
money  arising  from  the  Bales  in  continental  loan'OBice  c«rtiScrte»>  4a  fes^ 
propnated  in  such  manner  as  the  respective  states  shall  hereafter  difMt> 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reports  and  rewlatiaasiMpd- 
ingthe  new  board  of  war  and  col.  Harrison's  letter  ;  Whereapoo, 

Itesotved,  That  the  wieh  of  col.  Harrison  be  complied  with,  and  Ait4kfc  I 
excused  from  serving  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  war,  and  that  aasiv^  i 
elected  in  his  stead.  I 

Coi^resB  then  sroceeded  to  the  election  of  three  comnunioniNv  it  fc 
board  of  war;  and  the ballotsbain*  taken.  I 

Major-general  Gates, , 
elected. 

Beaolved,  That  major- 
of  war. 

Retired,  That  Mr.  F 
pointed  president  of  the  i 
sense  Congress  entertain 
charge  the  dutias  of  that 
the  success  of  the  Americ 
neral  Gates  that  it  is  the 
jor.genetsl  in  the  army,  ■ 
occasion  may  require  :  t 
with  all  convenient  despi 
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The  seYeral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  J>rovember  98,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  T.  M'Kean  to  coK  J.  Reed,  was  laid  before  Con* 
gress  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  take  such 
measures  as  thej  judge  proper  in  consequence  of  the  intelligence  contained 
therein. 

JUgoived,  unanimously,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  forthwith 
to  repair  to  the  army,  and,  in  a  private  confidential  consultation  with  gene- 
ral Washington,  to  consider  of  tne  best  and  most  practicable  means  for  car- 
rying on  a  winter's  campaign  with  vigor  and  success,  an  object  which  Con* 
gres .  have  much  at  heart,  and  on  such  consultation,  with  the  concurrence  of 
general  Wsihin^on,  to  direct  every  measure  which  circumstances  may  re- 
quire for  promoting  the  public  service : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Jones. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  SOSO  79-90  dollars  be  paid  by  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor- 
general  to  the  committee  of  commerce ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable  s 

That  the  following  warrants  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  viz. 

One  in  favor  of  James  Paxton,  assistant-commissary  ofissues,  for  2000  doU 
lars,  which  sum  was  advanced  him  by  Mr.  Smith,  September  i9th ;  Chariot 
Stewar^  esq.  commissary  ^general  olissues,  to  be  accountable : 

One  in  iavor  of  Michael  Hilleps,  esq.  continental  treasurer,  for  60,004 
dollars,  being  so  much  put  into  hts  hands  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  16th  of  October 
last ;  the  said  Michael  Hille^s  to  be  accountable  : 

One  in  favor  of  Blair  M'CTenagban,  for  16,400  dollars,  to  dischaijge  an  or« 
derofthe  continental  navy-boara  on  William 'Alricks,^eir  cashier,  dated 
September  the  Sd,  for  the  payment  of  two  ships  purchased  of  the  said  B» 
M'Clenaghan  ;  the  navy-board  to  be  accountable : 

One  in  favor  of  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for  49,566  60-90  dol« 
lars,  which  sum  the  said  T.  Smith  advanced  at  sundry  times,  on  a  warrant 
of  Congress  of  the  14th  of  September  last,  drawn  on  Mr.  Gibson,  in  favor  of 
the  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  the  said  J.  Gibson  tob^ 
accountable. 

Ordered,  That  S70  dollars  be  paid  by  Jehn  Gibson^  esq.  auditor-general, 
to  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Ueoreia,  for  the  use  of  the  said  ^tate,  and  bA 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  800,000  dollars  ordered  to  that  state. 

Ordered,  That  warrants  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq*  auditor-general,  for 
the  following  sums,  viz. 

One,  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war,  for  6,000  dollars,  advanced  by  him  to 
the  said  board,  the  28th  September  last,  for  the  use  of  the  Virginia  militia, 
then  on  their  march  to  join  general  Washington ;  the  said  boiurd  to  be  ac<* 
countable. 

One  in  favor  of  major  William  Roberts,  for  810  dollars,  advanced  the  1st 
of  October,  bv  the  auditor-general,  for  the  use  of  the  Culpepper  militia,  from 
the  state  of  Virginia,  then  on  their  march  to  join  gen.  Washington  ;  the  said 
major  Roberts  to  be  accountable! 

One,  in  favor  of  Charles  Thomson,  esq.  for  57  €.90  dollars,  for  the  pay 
due  to  W.  H.  Houston,  late  deputy  secretary  of  Congress,  from  the  1st  to 
the  2dd  of  September,  and  for  porterage  of  papers  of  Congress,  casks,  &c.  ^ 

One,  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,deputy  secretary  to  the  iKiard  of  war,  for  his 
salary  from  the  10th  ot  May,  to  the  lOtli  of  November,  1777,  for  d90dollars : 

One,  in  favor  of  William  Govett,  assistant-auditor,  for  161  70.90  doUartfj 
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*  for  sundry  expenses  with  two  wagons  and  the  hire  of  one  to  York-town,  with 
the  treasury  books,  papers,  money,  &€•  from  Philadelphia  to  Bristol,  aod 
round  by  fiteading  to  Lancaster,  with  his  expenses  from  Lancaster  to  Read- 
ing, and  from  thence  to  York-town,  by  order  of  Coneress,  with  the  wagons 
that  had  the  public  papers,  and  his  expenses  from  Philadelphia  to  Bristol, 
by  order  of  the  board,  for  money,  and  for  sundry  contingent  expenses  at  Bal- 
timore last  winter. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  fa^or  of  William  Bu- 
chanan, esq,  commissary -general  of  purchases,  for  15,333  30.90  dollars,  for 
an  advance  made  by  the  treasurer  to  colonel  John  Patten,  deputy  commis- 
sary of  purchases  at  Reading  the  25th  of  September  last. 

Ordered,  That  375  dollars  be  advancea  to  briaadier-general  de  Roche 
Fermoy,  for  three  months'  pay  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordired,  That  there  be  paid  to  captain  Peter  Babb,  or  Ua  order,.  88/ 
44.90  dollars,  in  full  of  his  pay-roll  of  a  company  of  militia  from  fVederick 
county,  Virginia,  sent  to  relieve  the  soldiers  of  the  12th  Virginia reaimeot, 
^rrisoned  at  Fort-Pitt,  from  the  Sd  of  April  to  the  Sd  of  June  folfowiog^ 
inclusive,  the  warrant  to  issue  on  the  auditor-general. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war,  for  300,000 
dollars,  to  be  by  them  tran3mitted  to  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-maater 
general ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  William  Govett,  assistant  auditor-general* 
be  Augmented,  and  tliat  henceforth  he  be  allowed  the  same  pay  as  a  coouais- 
aionec  for  auditing  accounts. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  in  the  room  of  Silan 
Deane,  esq.  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Johnr  Adams,  esq.  a  delq;ate  in 
Congress  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  was  elected. 

Eesolved,  That  William  Carmichad,  esq.  be  appointed  secretary  to  the 
commissioners  at  the  couii  of  France. 

Eewlved,  That  an  enquiry  be  made  into  the  causes  of  the  evacuation  of 
Fort-Mercer,  on  tlte  river  Dielaware,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  principal 
officers  commanding  that  garrison  ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
report  the  mode  of  conducting  the  enquiry. 

Besolved,  That  an  immediate  enquiry  be  made  into  the  causes  of  the  fiiilure 
of  the  late  expedition  against  Rhode- Island,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the 
principal  officers  conducting  such  expedition ;  and  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  report  the  mode  of  conducting  such  enquiry. 

Resolved,  That  an  enquiry  be  made  into  the  loss  efforts  Montgomery  and 
Clinton,  in  the  state  of  New -York;  and  of  Fort-Miffiin,  on  the  river  Dela- 
ware, in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  principal 
officers  commanding  those  forts ;  and  that  general  Washington  be  directed 
to  cause  this  enquiry  to  be  made,  and  to  transmit  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  to  Congress  with  all  possible  despatch. 

i?e8o/i;e£{,That  whenever  any  expedition  which  may  be  undertaken  eitiier 
^by  sea  or  land,  by  order^or  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  shall  fail  in 
the  execution ;  or  whenever  any  important  post,  fort,  or  fortress,  garrisoned 
and  defended  at  the  expense  of  the  Unitea  States,  ^all  be  evacuated,  or 
taken  by  the  enemy,  it  oe  an  established  rule  in  Congress  to  institute  an 
enouiry  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  such  expedition,  or  into  the  Ibas  of 
such  post,  fort,  or  fortress,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  princinal  officer  or 
officers  conducting  the  expedition  so  failing,  or  commanding  tne  post,  fort, 
or  fortress  so  evacuated  or  taken  by  the  enemy ;  the  enquiry  so  institnted,  to 
be  conducted  in  such  manner  as  Congress  shall  deem  best  adapted  for  the 
investigation  of  truth  in  the  respective  cases. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  comlucting  the  enquiry  into  the  causes 
of  the  evacuation  of  Fort-Mercer,  and  the  failure  of  the  expedition  against 
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1Uiode-Islaiid»  coosut  of  three :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Dana* 
and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  providing  a  suffi- 
cient supplj  of  provisions  for  the  army,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read ; 
Wkerenpon, 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  forthwith  to  Jjancaster, 
to  confer  with  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  best 
means  of  providing  immediate  supplies,  and  of  establishing  sufficient  maga- 
zines of  flour  and  pork  for  the  army  in  this  department ;  that  they  represent 
to  the  assembly  the  necessity  of  obt^ning  flour  and  pork  barrels,  ana  teams 
to  transport  ssit  from  the  North*River,  and  report  thereon  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Bt$olvidf  That  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  October 
and  3d  of  November,  relative  to  the  commissary's  department,  be  transmit- 
ted to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  council  of  safety  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  who  are  requested  to  order  the  salt  to  be  sent  from  the  eastern 
io  the  middle  district  agreeable  to  the  resolution  first  mentioned,  to  such 
parts  of  the  North-River,  and  to  the  care  of  such  officer  or  person  there  as 
they  shall  judge  expedient,  and  inform  Congress  or  the  commissary -general 
of  purchases  thereof;  and  the  governor  and  council  aforesaid  are  farther 
requested  to  take  effectual  measures  for  sending  immediate  supplies  of  cattle 
to  the  army  in  the  middle  district,  and  to  the  prisoners  quartered  near  Bos- 
ton ;  and  to  this  purpose  they  are  fully  authorized  to  superintend  the  deputy 
commissaries-general  of  purchases  ana  issues,  and  their  respective  deputies 
or  assistants  in  the  eastern  and  northern  districts,  and  to  remove  and  appoint 
others  in  the  room  of  such  as  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  comply  with  their 
directions* 

Besolvedf  That  general  Heath  be  directed  to  take  effectual  care  that  fresh 
provisions  be  issued  to  the  prisoners  in  the  eastern  district,  and  that  the  salt 
provisions  be  reserved  for  the  army  of  the  United  States  for  the  next  campaign. 

Beaolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  apply  to  general  Howe 
for  passports  to  convey  provisions  and  wood  to  the  British  and  German 
troops,  euartered,  agreeably  to  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  in  the  neiehbour- 
hooa  of  Boston,  and  that  he  send  such  passports  by  express  to  een.  Heath. 

Be$olved,  That  the  commissary-general  of  issues  be  directeo  to  preserve 
the  flour-barrels  of  the  army,  and  send  them  by  the  return  waa;ons  to  the 
mills  from  whence  supplies  of  flour  may  be  sent  to  the  army ;  that  he  save 
the  pork  and  beef  barrels,  and  as  much  of  the  salt  therein  as  can  be  collect- 
ed, and  that  for  this  purpose  he  employ  a  suitable  nymber  of  coopers,  and 
inform  Congress  of  his  proceedings  therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  repair  to  Lancaster  consist  of  three }  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Penn. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposals  of  Alex** 
aoder  Oillon,  esq.  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  20th  inst.  report. 

That  they  have  conferred  with  Mr.  Gillon  on  the  subject,  and  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  250,000  dollars  should  be  advanced 
to  the  said  Alexander  Gulon,  eso.  or  his  attorney,  annually  for  three  years, 
if  the  war  with  Great- Britain  shall  continue  so  long ;  the  said  advances  to  be 
made  by  this  committee,  or  such  other  as  may  hereafter  be  appointed  to  su- 
perintend the  continental  commerce,  in  such  sums  and  at  such  periods  as 
may  be  necessary  for  accomplishing  purchases  of  suitable  produce  or  other 
articles  to  be  remitted  to  Europe : 

That  the  said  Alexander  Gulon,  esq.  or  his  ^ttome^s,  shall  purchase  all 
the  remittances  they  make,  and  charter  or  purchase  ships  suitable  for  trans- 
porting the  same  to  EarOpe,  on  the  best  and  most  frugal  terms  in  their  power, 
and  under  such  orders,  restrictions,  and  lidiitations,  as  they  may,  from  time 
to  time,  receive  from  the  committee  or  board  that  superintend  the  contipen- 
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tal  commerce,  who  are  to  call  for,  examine  and  inspect  die  invoices  and 
other  accounts,  as  often  as  they  shall  thinknecessary  : 

That  the  said  Alexander  Oillon  shall  forthwith  repair  to  Europe,  and  pur- 
chase, at  proper  places,  such  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  and  otner  articles, 
as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  directed  by  the  said  committee,  or  board  of 
commerce,  to  the  amount  of  the  net  proceeds  of  all  the  remittances  he  or  his 
attorneys  in  Europe  shall  there  receive  from  his  attorneys  in  Ameriea,  sucii 
articles,  to  be  bought  on  the  best  terms,  and  shipped  for  these  United  States, 
in  such  ships,  or  by  such  conveyances,  as  may  be  taiost  likely  to  arrive  safe  ; 
the  said  Alexander  Gillon  to  conform  himseltin  the  transaction  of  this  busi- 
ness to  the  instructions  he  may  receive,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  commit- 
tee or  board  of  commerce,  to  which  he  is  to  give  regular  advice  bf  all  hia 
proceedings : 

That  the  customary  mercantile  commissions  be  allowed  for  purchasing 
and  making  the  remittances,  and  on  the  sale  thereof  in  Europe,  and  a  com- 
mission of  five  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  and  exportation  ofall  the  articles 
ordered  from  Europe,  the  said  commissions  tp  be  the  only  compensation  or 
benefit  the  said  Alexander  Gillon,  or  his  attorneys,  are  to  receive  or  derive  to 
themselves  from  this  business,  being  deemed  fully  equivalent  to  the  services 
they  are  hereby  reouired  to  perform ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  above  report  be  accepted,  and  that  the  committee  of 
commerce  be  authorized  and  directed  to  enter  into  a  contract  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  said  Alexander  Gillon,  esq.  agreeable  to  the 
tenor  and  terms  thereof: 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  as  follows : 


Maryland^ 
Virginia, 

^,' Carolina, 

8,'Carolina, 
GtorgiOf 


Mr.  Smith, 
Rumsey, 

Mr.  Jones, 
R.  II.  Lee, 
F.  I-,  Lee, 
Ilarvie^ 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Laiigworthy, 


oy 


atf 


\ 


J\r.'Uamp8hire,  Mr.  Folsom, 
Matsa^ttt-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 

Dana, 
Mhode-UUmd,   Mr.  EUeiy, 
CwnecUaa,      Mr.  Dyer,, 

Law, 

Williams, 
J^em^Tmie,        Mr.  Duane, 

Duer, 
Pemuyhxma,  Mr.  Morris, 

Roberdeau,       tto>  110 

Clingan, 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  M\n:emher  29,  \777. 

A  ktter  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Gates,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed ;  one, 
of  the  £rtb,  from  J.  Armstrong  aid-de-camp  to  gen.  Gates,  who  brought  the 
foregoing  despatches  to  Reading,  and  was  there  detained  Jl>y  sickness ;  and 
one,  of  the  24th,  from  W.  Shippen,  director-general,  at  Bethlehem,  were 
read: 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  gen.  Gates's  letter  be  sent  to  gen.  Washinghm. 

ReMbsedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  procure  atranSatioa 
to  be  made  «f  the  articles  of  confederation  into  the  French  language,  and  to 
report  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  &c.  &c. ;  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  regulate  the  rank  of  major-general  Ar- 
nold and  brigadiers-eeneral  Woodford  and  Scott,  agreeably  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  l£th  instant,  confirming  the  principle  adopted  by  tfie 
board  of  general  officers  on  the  19tli  of  August,  for  settling  the  rank  and  pre- 
cedence of  officers,  and  that  the  commissions  of  those  oncers  be  calleo  in 
and  cancelled,  and  new  commissions  granted  them  in  manner  aforesaid. 
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Btaohsed^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp  be  instruct- 
ed to  intimate  to  gen.  Washington  that  Congress  are  not  willing  to  accept 
the  resignation  of  col.  Spots  wood. 

Orderedj  That  Mr.  Folsom  have  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days,  for  the 
recover  J  of  his  health. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  following  warrants  be  drawn  on  J.  Gibson,  esq.  audi- 
tor-general, viz. 

One  in  favor  of  col.  David  Kennedy,  for  2016  76-90  dollars,  the  amount 
,of  sundry  provisions,  wood,  forage,  &c.  furnished  the  guards  to  the  British 
prisoners  in  Virginia,  and  to  the  wagoners  of  the  marching  militia  of  the 
aaid  state : 

One  in  favor  of  col.  G.  Morgan,  for  1000  dollars,  to  be  advanced  to  him 
for  the  boat  department  at  Fort- Pitt. 

Hie  several  matters  to  this  dav  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  December  1,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  36th  of  November,  from  gen.  Washingtoi),  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  gen.  Howe,  was  read. 

Congress  having  received  information  that  gen.  Howe,  or  gen.  Burgoyne, 
by  his  direction,  means  to  ffpply  for  leave  to  embark  the  troops  surrendered 
by  the  convention  of  Saratof^  at  Rhode -Island  or  some  part  of  the  souftd, 
ivhich  application,  if  made  and  complied  with,  may  be  attended  with  con- 
sequences highly  injurious  to  the  interest  of  these  United  States : 

JResolvedj  That  Mr.  President  inform  general  Gates,  the  council  of  Mas- 
aachuaetts-Bay,  and  major-general  Heath,  that  it  is  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, if  any  such  application  as  before  mentioned  is  made,  that  it  be  utterly 
rejected,  and  that  the  said  troops,  when  thev  do  embark,  must  be  shipped 
from  the  port  stipulated  by  the  convention  of  Sarato&;a  and  no  other. 

Besolved,  That  general  Washington  be  informed,  it  is  highly  agreeable 
to  Confess  that  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  be  appointed  to  the  command  of 
a  division  in  the  continental  army. 

Besolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  ship,  with  all 
despatch,  4000  hogsheads  of  tobacco  to  the  commissioners  of  tne  United 
States  at  the  court  of  France,  to  enable  them  to  comply-with  the  contract 
they  mentioned  in  their  letter  of  the  12th  of  March  last,  to  have  entered 
into  with  the  farmers-general  of  France. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  £9d,  and  that  of  the  S6th  of  November, 
from  gen.  Washington,  and  the  letter  of  Nov.  I6th,  from  gen.  Gates,  with 
the  several  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broueht  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  loan  office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  20,000  dollars,  in  favor  of 
John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  a  part  of  a 
warrant  of  Congress  drawn  on  him,  in  favor  of  the  executive  council  of  the 
said  state ;  the  said  auditor-general  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  said  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  in  favor  of  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Shippen,  director-general  of  the  hospital,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use 
of  his  department ;  the  said  director-general  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Dr. 
William  Shippen,  director-general  of  the  hospital,  for  the  use  of  his  depart- 
ment, and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  esq.  commissary- 
general  of  purchases,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  for  which  he  is  to  be 
accountable : 
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That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  BeDJamin  Flower,  comniiaMury- 
general  of  military  stores,  for  the  use  of  his  department*  and  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq*  auditor-general,  in 
favor  of  Thomas  Taylor,  adjutant  to  the  Georgia  battalion^  commanded  bj 
col.  White,  for  800  dollars,  the  state  of  Georgia  to  be^accQuntable,  and  the 
mpnej  to  be  considered  as  part  of  that  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  said  state : 

That  the  following  warrants  issue  in  faevor  of  major-seneral  Mifflin,  quar- 
ter-master eeneral,  amounting  to  450,000  dollars*  for  Uie  Use  of  his  depart- 
ment, and  wr  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  viz. 

One  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  100,000  dollars : 

One  on  Derk  Ten  Broek,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan«office  for  the  state 
of  New-York,  for  150,000  dollars: 

One  on  Joseph  Borden,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  state 
of  New-Jersey,  for  100,000  dollars : 

And  one  on  the  continental  treasurer,  for  100,000  dollars.  • 

Or(fere£f,That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  eso.  auditor-general,  in  fa> 
Yor  of  Frederick  M'Donald,a  soldier,  dischaiged  at  nisown  request  from  the 
invalid  regiment,  for  8  80-90  dollars,  being  for  one  month  and  ten  days' 
pay  due  to  him,  as  per  col.  Nicola's  certificate ;  the  said  col.  Nicola  to  be 
accountable. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TTTESDAY,  December  2,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  £8th  of  November,  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  Lancaster,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  motion  being  made  for  recommending  to  the  states  to  call  in  all  the  pa- 

Sir  mone^  emitted  by  tliem  respectively,  under  the  authority  of  the  king  of 
reat-Britain ;  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four:  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

The  committee  appointed  to  procure  a  translation  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, to  prepare  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  &c.  brought* 
in  a  partial  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Resolved^  That  a  commission  be  made  out  tor  John  Adams,  esq.  similar 
to  that  heretofore  granted  to  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France. 

A  motion  was  made  for  obtaining  a  loan  of  money: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Folsom,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Decemher  ^,1777. 

A  letter,  of  November  1st,  from  Jos^h  Trumbull,  esq.  at  Providence^ 
and  one,  of  November  tlie  6th,  from  major-eeneral  Spencer,  with  a  copy  of 
a  letter  written  bv  him  to  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  late  commiisary^general^ 
and  Mr.  Trumbull's  answer  ;  also  a  letter  from  general  Spencer  to  gover- 
nor Cooke,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  tlie  letter  from  Mr.  Trumbull^  and  such  parts  of  general 
Spencer's  letter  as  relate  to  money,  and  the  correspondence  between  him 
and  Mr.  Trumbull,  together  with  tiie  letters  tl^at  passed  between  theip, 
be  referred  to  the  board  qf  treasury : 
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That  sach  part  of  general  Spencer's  letter  as  relates  to  the  expedition  to 
Rhode-Islana»  together  with  the  c<jpj  of  the  letter  to  governor  Cooke,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  report  the  mode  of  conducting  an 
enqutrj  into  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  that  expedition. 

The  committees  to  whom  were  referred  the  motions  of  yesterday,  brought 
hi  their  reports,  which  were  taken  into  consideration : 

Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

The  quantity  of  paper  money  issued  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  war,  having  at  length  become  so  considerable  as  to  endanger  its  credit, 
and  Congress  apprehending  that  the  slow  operation  of  taxes  may  not  be  ade- 
quate to  the  prevention  of  an  evil  so  pernicio|is  in  its  consequences,  and  as 
experience  proves  that  the  method  of  paying  the  interest  by  bills  on  France 
does  not  fill  the  loan-offices  so  fast  as  the  urgent  calls  of  war  demand : 

JResolved,  That  the  commissioners  at  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  be 
directed  to  exert  their  utmost  endeavors  to  obtain  by  means  most  effectual 
to  the  end,  a  loan  of  two  millions  sterling,  on  the  faith  of  the  thirteen  Unit- 
ed States,  for  a  term  not  less  than  tea  years,  with  permission,  if  practicable, 
to  pay  the  same  sooner,  if  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  these  states,  giving  twelve 
months'  previous  notice  to  the  lender  of  such  intention  to  return  the  money, 
&C.  &c. 

Whereas,  it  is  the  uniform  practice  of  our  enemies  to  pursue  every  mea- 
sure which  may  tend  to  distract,  divide  and  delude  the  inhabitants  of  these 
states  ;  to  effect  which  purposes,  they  have,  amongst  other  arts,  promoted 
associations  for  supporting  the  credit  of  the  public  money,  struck  under  the 
autfaonty  and  sanction  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  which  associations  are 
evidently  calculated  to  sap  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  continental 
bills  of  credit,  and  in  those  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  respective  states, 
and  to  furnish  a  medium  for  carrying  on  a  pernicious  and  traitorous  com- 
merce between  the  enemy  and  the  citizens  of  these  states  : 

BusfJLvtdt  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  le^slative  authori- 
ties of  the  respective  states,  forthwith  to  enact  laws  requiring  all  persons 
within  their  respective  states,  who  may  be  possessed  of  any  bills  oi  credit 
struck  under  the  sanction  and  authority  ot  the  king  of  (treat-Britain,  on 
or  before  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  forthwith  to  deliver  in  the  same  to  a  com* 
miflsioner  or  commissioners  for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed  in  each  county 
of  tfaor  respective  states ;  authorizing  such  commissioner  or  commissioners 
give  in  exchange  for  any  sum  so  paid  in,  continental  money  or  bills  of  credit 
of  their  respective  states ;  and  to  declare  in  the  laws  so  to  be  enacted, 
that  all  bills  of  credit,  under  the  description  above  mentioned,  which  shall 
not  be  so  delivered  in  within  such  reasonable  time  as  the  respective  states 
shall  for  such  purpose  limit,  shall  thenceforth  become  utterly  irredeemable. 

A  representation  from  captain  W.  PeerVt  of  Lewistown,  to  the  board  of 
war,  was  lud  before  Consress  and  read ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  the  situation  of  the  enemy's  ships  and  forces,  and  the  arts  and 
number  of  the  malignants  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  in  the  state  of  Delaware, 
have  rendered  the  operation  of  the  civil  authority  there  utterly  ineffectual, 
wdiereby  it  has  become  not  only  essential  to  the  preservation  ot  the  indepen- 
dency of  that  state,  but  likewise  to  the  seneral  welfare  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  most  vigorous  measures  should  be  forthwith  pursued  for  repressing 
the  arts  and  violence  of  the  open  and  secret  enemies  of  these  states ; 

Mnolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  pursue  such  measures 
for  supporting  the  friends  of  America  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  in  the  state 
of  Delaware,  and  for  curbing  the  spirit  and  checking  the  evil  designs  of  the 
disaiTected,  as  they  shall  deem  most  effectual.  • 

Whereas,  tibe  baron  de  St.  Ouary,  a  gallant  gentleman  f^^m  France,  en- 
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caged  as  a  volunteer  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stated,  was  latelj,  by  the 
fortune  of  war,  made  prisoner  bj  the  British  troops ; 

Resoheds  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  propose  to  ^oeral 
Howe,  that  the  baron  de  St.  Ouary  be  permitted  to  retiirn  from  captivitj» 
agreeablv  to  the  practice  of  Europe  respecting  voiuoteers :  if  eenenil  Howe 
shall  retuse  this,  that  it  be  proposed  to  ftake  the  baron's  parole  for  his  ea- 
largement,  Congress  engaging,  when  an  exchange  takes  ^lace,  to  retam  a 
British  officer  for  the  baron  de  St.  Ouary :  and  that  seneral  Howe  be  informed, 
if  neither  of  these  propositions  be  accepted,  that  It  is  expected  the  gentle* 
man  be  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  having  respect  to  his  merit  and  rank  in 
the  French  armj. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  warrants  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor- 
general,  viz* 

One,  in  favor  of  col.  Georae  Morgan,  for  3134  86-90  dollars,  advanced  as 
the  balance  of  his  account  ror  building  boats,  purchasiiig  canoes,  and  car- 
penter's wages,  &c.  at  Fort  Pitt,  exclusive  of  £  56  S  10),  charged  by 
Thomas  Lawrence  as  a  commission  on  goods  purchased  by  him  for  the  said 
service,  and  for  paying  carpenter's  wages;  which  chai^  is  reserved  for 
consideration  ;  said  colonel  Morgan  to  be  accountable  : 

One,  in  favor  of  Thomas  Butler,  continental  armourer,  for  1800  dollars, 
advanced  for  the  use  of  his  depaHment ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

One,  in  favor  of  captain  W.  Peery,  advanced  for  the  use  of  his  indepen- 
dent company  stationed  at  Lewistown  ;  said  capt.  Peery  to  be  acconataUe  : 

One,  in  favor  of  colonel  Thomas  Polke,  for  2387  73-90  dollars,  being  the 
hire  of  two  wagons  and  the  purchase  of  one  wagon  and  four  horses,  as  ap- 

Jears  by  the  certificate  of  Joseph  Thornburgh,  wagon -master  general,  and 
acob  Hiltzheimer,  agent  for  wagons  ;  the  said  sum  to  «be  accounted  for  by 
major-general  Mifflin,  quarter-inaster-general. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  me  commissioner  of  the  continental 
loan-office,  in  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  in  favor  of  colonel  Thomas  Polke, 
or  his  order,  for  6250  dollars,  borrowed  from  him  by  brigadier-'general  Moore, 
and  represented  by  the  said  brigadier  Moore  to  have  been  lodged  in  the 
bands  of  William  Kennon,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  the  southern  depart- 
ment, as  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  said  brigadier  to  Congress,  dateodie 
9th  of  February  last,  and  a  bill  drawn  by  him  on  the  continental  treasurer  in 
favor  of  colonel  Polke,  for  the  said  sum,  which  is  to  bear  interest  from  the 
7th  of  July  last,  when  it  was  tendered  for  payment,  and  to  be  charged  to  Che 
executors  of  the  said  brigadier-general  Moore,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the 
treasury  board,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States:  that  the  bills  shall,  ex- 
cepting the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  as  the  emission  directed 
on  the  7th  November  last,  be  numbered  from  the  last  number  of  each  respec- 
tive denomination  of  that  emission  progressively,  and  consist  of  the  following 
denominations : 


15,384  bUk  of  3  dollars 
15,384  do.  of  4    ditto 
15,384  do.  of  5   ditto 


15,385  bilb  of  8  dofhn 
ISJilS  do.  of  30     ditto 


15,384  bills  of  6  dollars 

15.384  do.  of  7  ditto 

15.385  do.  of  2   diUo 

• 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hille^as,  esq.  and  of  the  inspec- 
tors of  the  press,  signers  and  printers  of  the  emission,  directed  on  the  20th 
of  May  last,  shall  extend  to  the  said  one  million  to  be  emitted,  sul^ect,  how- 
ever, to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  the  bpard  rftreasnry  may  judge 
expedient. 

Jtesolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  treasury ;  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Rumsey,  and  Mr.  Jones. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dana  be  excused  from  attending  the  board  of  war, 
that  he  may  attend  the  duties  of  the  treasury  board. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr*  Law*  Mr.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Duane  have  leave  of 
abseoce. 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  from  the 
president  of  South -Carolina,  and  sundry  other  papers,  havine  taken  thesama 
into  consideration,  reported  a  speech  to  the  Six  Nations  and  instructions  to 
the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  which  were 
taken-  into  consideration,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Brothers^  Sachems  and  JVarriors  of  the  Six  MUions  : 

The  great  council  of  the  Unitisd  States  call  now  for  your  attention.  Open 
joar  ears,  that  jou  may  hear,  and  your  hearts,  that  you  may  understand. 

When  the  people  on  the  other  side  of  the  great  water,  without  any  cause, 
sought  our  destruction,  and  sent  over  their  ships  and  their  warriors  to  fight 
against  us,  and  to  take  away  our  possessions,  you  might  reasonably  have 
expected  us  to  ask  for  your  assistance.  If  we  are  enslaved,  you  cannot  be 
free.  For  our  strength  is  greater  than  vours.  If  they  would  not  spare  their 
own  brothers,  of  the  same  flesh  and  blood,  would  they  spare  you  r  If  they  / 
burn  our  houses  and  ravage  our  lands,  could  yours  be  secure? 

But,  brothers,  we  acted  on  very  different  principles.  Far  from  desiring 
yon  to  hazard  your  lives  in  our  quarrel,  we  advisea  you  to  sit  still  in  ease 
and  peace.  We  even  entreated  you  to  remain  neuter :  and,  under  the  shade 
of  your  trees,  and  by  the  side  of  your  streams,  to  smoke  your  pipe  in  safety 
ana  contentment,  rhough  pressed  by  our  enemies,  andf  when  their  ships 
obstructed  our  supplies  of  arms  and  powder,  and  clothing,  we  were  not  un- 
mindful of  your  wants.  Of  what  was  necessary  for  our  own  use,  we  cheer- 
fully spared  you  a  part.  More  we  should  have  dfone,  had  it  been  in  our  power. 

Brothers,  Catpigas,  Seneeas,  TuscaroraSy  and  Mohawks  : 

Open  your  ears  and  hear  our  complaints.  Why  have  you  listened  to  the 
voice  of  our  enemies?  why  have  you  suffered  Sir  John  Johnson  and  Butler  to 
mislead  you  ?  why  have  you  assisted  general  St.  Leger  and  his  warriors  from 
the  other  side  of  the  great  water,  by  giving  them  a  tree  passage  through  your 
country  to  annoy  us ;  which  both  you  and  we  solemnly  promised  should  not 
be  defiled  with  olood  ?  why  have  you  suffered  so  many  of  your  nations  to 

i'oin  them  in  their  cruel  purposes  ?  Is  this  a  suitable  return  for  our  love  and 
Lindness,  or  did  you  suspect,  that  we  were  too  weak  or  too  cowardly  to  de- 
fend our  country;  and  join  our  enemies,  that  you  might  come  in  for  a  share 
of  the  plunder  ?  what  has  been  gained  by  thi^  unprovoked  treachery  ?  what 
but  shame  and  disgrace !  your  foolish  warriors  and  their  new  allies  have  been 
defeated  and  driven  back  in  every  quarter ;  and  many  of  them  justly  paid 
the  price  of  their  rashness  with  their  lives.  Sorry  are  we  to  find  that  our 
ancient  chain  of  union,  heretofore  so  strong  and  bright,  should  be  broken  by 
such  poor  and  weak  instruments  as  sir  John  Johnson  and  Butlei^,  who  dare 
not  shew  their  faces  among  their  countrymen,  and  by  St.  Leger,  a  stranger, 
whom  you  never  knew !  what  are  become  of  the  spirit,  the  wisdom,  and  the 
justice  of  your  nations  ?  is  it  possible  that  you  should  barter  away  your  an- 
cient glory,  and  break  througti  the  most  solemn  treaties  for  a  few  blankets 
or  a  little  rum  or  powder  ?  that  trifles  such  as  these  should  prove  any  temp- 
tation to  yon  to  cut  down  that  strong  tree  of  friendship,  by  our  common 
ancestors  planted  in  tlie  deep  bowels  of  the  earth  at  Onondaga,  your  central 
council  fire ;  that  tree  which  has  been  watered  and  nourished  by  their  chil- 
dren until  the  branches  had  almost  reached  the  skies !  as  well  might  we 
have  expected,  that  the  mole  should  overturn  the  vast  mountains  of  the  Alle- 
ghany, or  that  the  birds  of  the  air  should  drink  up  the  waters  of  Ontario! 

BraUten,  CajfUgas,  Seneeas^  OmmdagaSj  and  Mohawks : 

Look  into  your  hearts,  and  be  attentive.    Much  are  you  to  blame,  and 
frcatly  have  you  wronged  us.    Be  wise  in  time.    Be  sorry  for  and  amend 
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your  faults*  The  great  council,  though  the  blood  of  our  friends,  vkofell^ 
your  tomahawks  at  the  German-Flats,  cries  aloud  against  pu,  will  jet  Ik 
patient  We  do  not  desire  to  destroy  you«  Lon^  hAve  we  been  atpeice; 
and  it  is  still  our  wish  to  bury  the  hatchet,  and  wine  away  thebkod  whid 
some  of  you  have  so  unjustly' shed.  Till  time  shall  benomore,fefH&t« 
smoke  with  you  the  calumet  of  friendship  around  your  central  fecitQuoD- 
llaga.  But,  brothers,  mark  well  what  we  now  tell  you.  Let  itoilfie^iJ 
the  bottom  of  the  s%a,  and  never  be  forgotten  by  you  or  your  diiUtai.  If 
ever  again  you  take  up  the  hatchet  to  strike  us ;  if  you  join  oureiwesia 
battle  or  council ;  if  you  give  them  intelligence,  or  encourage  or  penili^ 
to  pass  through  your  country  to  molest  or  hurt  any  of  our  people,  it  W 
look  on  you  as  our  enemies,  and  treat  you  as  the  worst  of  enemies,  fen- 
der a  cloak  of  friendship,  cover  your  bad  designs,  and,  like  the  conceikdi^i 
only  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  wound  us,  when  we  are  most  Qoprepird- 

Brothers: 

Believe  us  who  never  deceive.  If,  after  all  our  good  counsel,  w^** 
care  to  prevent  it,  w^  must  take  up  the  hatchet,  the  blood  to  be  shed  lio^ 
heavy  on  your  heads.  The  hand  of  the  thirteen  United  States  is  Mt»^ 
It  will  reach  to  tlie  farthest  extent  of  the  country  of  the  Six  Nitwnsj* 
while  we  have  right  on  onr  side,  the  good  spirit  whom  we  serve,  will »■ 
us  to  punish  you,  and  put  it  out  of  your  power  to  do  us  further  miscbki 

Brothers^  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras: 

Hearken  to  what  we  have  to  say  to  you  in  particular :  It  rejoices  wrb^ 
that  we  have  no  reason  to  reproach  you  in  common  with  the  rest  of  ^^ 
Nations.  We  have  experienced  your  love,  strong  as  the  oak,  tfi  !*^ 
fidelity,  unchangeable  as  truth.  You  have  kept  fast  hold  of  the  loo^^ 
venant-chain,  and  preserved  it  Jfrec  from  rust  and  decay,  *^^^ 
silver.  Like  brave  men,  for  glory  you  despised  danger ;  you  ^^' 
in  the  cause  of  your  friends,  and  ventured  your  lives  m  our  battlcJ-JJ*^ 
the  sun  and  moon  continue  to  give  light  to  the  world,  we  shall loTe»^ 
pect  you.  As  our  trusty  friends,  we  shall  protect  you;  andsy*^*^ 
times  consider  your  welfare  as  our  own. 

Broihersj  of  the  Six  Nations :  ., 

.  Open  your  ears  and  listen  attentively.    It  is  long  ago  that  weop^ 
to  you  our  quarrel  with  the  people  on  the  other  side  of  the  great  wt^f*^ 
member  that  our  cause  is  just ;  you  and  your  forefathers  have  loDg^ 
allied  to  those  people  in  fnendsj^ip.  By  pur  labor  and  industry  ^1^ 
ed  like  the  trees  of  the  forest,  and  became  exceedingly  rich  and  wtd^ 
length,  nothing  would  satisfy  them,  unless,  like  slaves,  we  wonld^ 
the  power  over  our  whole  substance.   Because  we  would  not  yield  ti^ 
shameful  bondage,  they  took  up  the  hatchet    You  have  seen  then  (^ 
our  coasts  with  their  ships,  knd  a  part  our  country  with  their  warntf^'*^ 
fou  have  not  seen  us  dismayed  ;  on  the  contrary,  you  know,  that  w«  h««^ 
firm  like  rocks  and  fought  like  men,  who  deserved  to  be  free.   Yti  »^ 
that  we  have  defeated  St.  Leger,  and  conquered  Burgoyneand  allt^*^ 
riors.    Our  chief  men,  and  our  warriors,  are  now  fignttng  againsttbere^ 
our  cQ^Oiies,  and  we  trust  that  the  good  spirit  will  soon  put  them  iooorp^ 
or  enable  us  to  drive  them  all  far  beyond  the  great  waters. 

Brothers: 

Believe  us  that  they  feel  their  own  weakness,  and  that  they  are  bb^ 
subdue  the  thirteen  United  States.  Else  why  have  they  not  leftowB* 
brethren  in  peace,  as  they  first  promised,  and  we  wishecl  to  have  done^ 
have  they  endeavored  by  cunning  speeches,  by  falsehood  and  w««*F5^ 
tions,  by  strojog  drink  and  presents,  to  embitter  the  minds  and  daH^ 
undera^dings  of  all  our  Indian  friends  on  this  great  contmeot,  fm^ 
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north  to  the  soiith»  and  to  engaee  them  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  us 
without  ao^  provocation  ?  The  Cherokees,  like  some  of  you,  were  prevailed 
upon  to  stnke  our  people.  We  carried  the  war  into  their  country  and  foueht 
them.  They  saw  their  error,  they  repented,  and  we  forgave  them«  1  he 
United  States  are  kind  and  merciful,  and  wish  for  peace  with  all  the  world. 
We  have,  therefore,  renewed  our  ancient  covenant-chain  with  that  nation. 

Brothers : 

The  Shawanese  and  the  Delawares  give  us  daily  proofs  of  their  good  dis- 
position and  their  attachment  to  us ;  and  are  ready  to  assist  us  asainst  all 
our  enemies.  The  Chickasaws  are  among  the  nuniher  of  our  faithful  friends. 
And  the  Choctaws,  though  remote  from  us,  have  refused  to  listen  to  the  per- 
suasions of  our  enemies,  rejected  all  their  offers  of  corruption,  and  continue 
peaceable.  The  Creeks  are  also  our  steady  friends.  Oboylaco,  their  great 
chief,  and  the  rest  of  the  sachems  and  warriors,  as  the  strongest  mark  of 
their  sincere  friendship,  have  presented  the  great  council  with  an  eagle's  tail 
and  rattle-trap.  They  have  desired  that  these  tokens  might  be  Bnewn  to 
the  Six  Nations  and  their  allies,  to  convince  them  that  the  Creeks  are  at 
peace  with  the  United  States.  We,  therefore,  have  directed  our  commis- 
sioners to  deliver  them  into  your  hands.  Let  them  be  seen  by  all  the  nations 
in  your  alliance,  and  preserved  in  your  central  council-house  at  Ononda^o. 

Brothers^  Sadums^  and  Warriors  of  the  Six  Mstions  : 

Hearken  to  our  counsel.  Let  us,  who  are  born  on  tlie  same  great  continent, 
tove  one  another.  Our  interest  is  the  same,  and  we  ought  to  be  one  people, 
always  ready  to  assist  and  serve  each  other.  What  are  the  people  who  be- 
long to  the  other  side  of  the  great  water  to  either  of  us  P  They  never  come  here 
for  our  sakes ;  but  to  gratify  ^heir  own  pride  and  avarice.  Their  business 
now  is  to  kill  and  destroy  our  inhabitants,  to  lay  waste  our  houses  and  farms. 
The  day,  we  trust,  will  soon  arrive  when  we  shall  be  rid  of  them  forever. 
Now  is  the  time  to  hasten  and  secure  this  happy  -event.  Let  us  then,  from 
this  moment,  join  hand  and  heart  in  the  defence  of  our  common  country. 
Let  us  rise  as  one  man  and  drive  away  our  cruel  oppressors.  Hencefor- 
ward let  none  be  able  to  separate  us.  If  any  of  our  people  injure  you,  ac- 
quaint us  of  it,  and  you  may  depend  upon  full  satis&ction.  If  any  of  yours 
iiurt  us,  be  you  ready  to  repair  the  wrong  or  punish  the  aggressor.  Above 
all,  shut  your  ears  against  liars  and  deceivers,  who,  like  false  meteors,  strive 
to  lead  you  astray,  and  to  set  us  at  variance.  Believe  no  evil  of  us,  till  you 
have  taken  pains  to  discover  the  truth*  Our  council-fire  always  bums  clear 
and  bri^t  in  Pennsylvania.  Our  commissioners  and  agents  are  near  your 
country.    We  shall  not  be  blinded  by  false  reports  or  false  appearances. 

Brothers : 

What  may  be  farther  necessary  at  this  time  for  our  common  good,  you 
will  learn  from  our  commissioners,  who  sit  round  our  council -fire  at  Albany. 
Hear  what  they  say,  and  treasure  it  up  in  your  hearts.    Farewell. 

From  our  great  council-fire  in  Pennsylvania,  the  Sd  day  of  December, 
1777.    By  order  ot  Congress. 

LutruetkNU  to  Che  eommiaBioiien  lor  IndiaD  affiun  b  the  luntheni  department. 

The  glorious  successes  of  our  arms  in  the  north,  and  the  severe  chastise* 
raent  which  the  unfriendly  Indians  have  received,  will^  dispose  the  Six  Na- 
tions to  dread  our  resentment,  and  to  value  our  protection.  While  they  are 
under  these  impressions,  will  be  the  proper  season  to  urge  them  to  some  de- 
cisive enterprise,  which  will  effectually  tie  them  to  our  cause  and  promote 
the  public  service* 

Congress  have  therefore  sent  them  a  speech,  which  is  to  be  communicated 
to  the  different  nations,  and  their  feelings  upon  it  attentively  watched ;  and 
erery  possible  advantage  derived  to  the  states  from  fi|v6rable  circumstances. 
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CongreH  have  at  preient  twu  great  otgects  in  view  frgm  their 

Th«  Hveral  mattera  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

THURSDAY.  December  4.  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  November,  from  J,  Reed,  esq.  was  rc»J,  wieruB 
he  expresBBH  his  deaire  of  being  excused  from  ^e  office  of  contaaagKr  to 
the  western  frontiers : 

Resolved,  Thai  he  be  excused. 

A  letter,  of  the  lat,  from  general  Wa Kington,  and  one,  of  the  saw 4dc, 
from  brigadier  Vamam,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  fire:  the  membm^ 
sen,  Hr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Dnanc,  and  Mr.  Hanic. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  on  the  regniatiuH  if 
thepajment  of  tJie  army,  be  referred  to  the  new  board  of  war. 

Ine  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon,  Cong;res8  cancKtb! 
following  resolution : 

Whereas,  experience  hath  evinced  that  the  laws  which  have  been  wnti 
in  the  state  of  PeanHylvania,  permitting  the  furnishing  of  substitute*  nK- 
form  militia  doty,  have  not  only  tended  to  impede  the  march  of  diei^ 
on  critical  occasions,  but  likewise  to  impede  the  recruitiog  Bcrrke.  siJb 
encourage  desertions  from  the  continental  army : 

Retolvei,  That  it  be  submitted  to  the  coosiclenidoa  of  the  Xt^aiiim^ 
the  commonwealth  of  Penoiylvania,  forthwith  to  repeal  the  clanaeialkaU 
laws  which  permits  the  hiring  of  substitutes  to  perform  militia  daty ;  td,* 
lieu  thereof,  to  impose  and  Xaj  such  fines  on  those  persons  who  i^ftU  « 
refuse  to  march  when  called  forth  on  duty,  as  the  said  legislature  iwf  ieea 
adequate  to  personal  service  ;  the  fines  so  levied  to  be  approptialtd  >*  & 
fund  for  granting  such  additional  bounties  to  continental  recroitsasAclrot- 
lature  may  deem  expedient,  in  order  to  complete  the  deficiencies  iatts  , 
quota  of  continental  troops. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-.gHHiA  b 
favor  of  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  for  330  doliirs,  being  for  cash  he  advaatr^ 
to  lieutenant  Allen,  and  the  price  of  a  horse  and  chair  to  conTer  SflBjKC 
dollars  to  North -Carolina  in  July  last ;  the  same  to  be  accoanted  fivh*^ 
state  of  North- Carolina,  and  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  SOO^i^ 
lars  appropriated  for  the  use  of  that  state : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,    in  fi**^ 
Lieutenant  John  Allen,  for  90  60.90  dollars,  the  balance  of  his  exA*^* 
and  from  North -Carolina  ' 
state  to  be  accountable,  an 
dollars  ordered  to  tliat  sta 

That  a  warrant  issue  oi 
John  Brown,  for  his  servii 
18th,  1776,10  July  21at,l 

A  memorial  from  John  i 

Ordered.  That  it  be  disi 

Retolved,  That  it  be  ei 
states  of  New-Hampbbire, 
to  take  eSiectual  measures 
within  their  respective  ter 
or  other  purposes  of  navig 
of  that  Taluable  kind  of  bn 

The  several  matters  to  tl 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'cloc 
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FRIDAY.  December  5,  1777. 

Mr.  Francis  Lewis,  a  delegate  from  New-York,  attended  and  took  his  seat. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th  of  Norember,  from  general  Gates  at  Albanj,  with 
sundnr  papers  enclosed  relative  to  the  enemy's  retreat  from  Ticonderi^a 
and  Moant*Independence,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th  of  November,  from  captain  John  Barry,  was  read, 
enclonng  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial,  held  on  board  the  ship  Lyu^i 
the  25th  of  November : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  motion  being  made,  and  for  some  time  debated, 

Ordertdj  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  ofthree :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

Hie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  50,000  dollars  be  paid  to  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-gene- 
ral, for  the  use  of  his  department ;  and 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan- 
Ace  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favour  of  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier- 
;eneral,  for  20,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  for  both  which 
urns  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  2400  dollars  be  pud  to  captain  William  Peery,  for  recruiting 
tnd  paying  an  independent  company  to  be  stationed  at  Lewistown,  agree- 
ble  to  the  determination  of  the  board  of  war ;  capt  Peery  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  esq«  commissioner 
f  tiie  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Massachusetts-say,  in  favor  of  the  marine 
Dmmittee,for  50,000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  navy -board  at  Bos- 
m ;  the  said  marine  eommittee  to  be  accountable : 
lliat  a  warrant  issue  on  Joseph  Clarke,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan- 
B&ce  for  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee,  for 
0,000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  navy-board  at  Boston ;  the  said 
ommitlee  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  84  48.90  dollars  be  paid  to  Martin  Breniery,  door-keeper, 
>r  his  attradance  from  October  the  4th  to  December  the  1st,  and  for  cleaning 
le  rooms.  Ice 

That  1094  dollars  be  paid  to  Robert  Towers,  for  his  services  acting  as 
ommissary  of  military  stores  and  continental  armourer,  from  Noveoiber 
le  19th,  1775,  to  May  the  19th,  1777,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Congress, 
issed  the  18di  of  September  last. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  , 

SATURDAY,  December  6,  1777. 

A  memorial  from  baron  de  Fry  was  read  : 

Ordered,  'That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farUier  consideration  tl^ereof  be  postponed  to  Monday. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjoamed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  December  8,  1777. 

S.  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  gen.  Stevens,  was  read : 

Al  letter  from  the  chevalier  de  Failly,  with  a  letter  in  his  favor  from  gen. 

tea  ;  also,  a  petition  from  Michael  n  elsh,  were  read : 

Chr^Ured,  That  these  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

«kandry  intercepted  letters  from  Owen  Jonesjun.  to  sundry  persons  at 

acaater,  were  laid  before  Congress : 
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Ordered,  That  the?  be  refen-ed  to  &  committee  of  three :  the  menbtn 
chosen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Ar.  Duer,  and  Hr.  Hairie. 

Whereu,  it  is  of  the  greatest  import&nce  th&t  Conmaa  sboald,  at  Ht 
critical  conjoacture,  be  well  informed  of  the  gtate  of  affairs  i&  Barope ;  and 
whereas.  Congress  have  resolved  that  the  hon.  Silas  Deuie,  esq.  be  recalled 
from  the  court  of  France,  and  have  appointed  another  commissiDiur  to  mp- 
plj  his  place  there  : 

Ordared,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  Man  write  ta  the  hMonUe  Si. 
las  Deane,  esq.  and  direct  him  to  embrace  the  first  opportnnitj  of  teimag 
to  America,  and  upon  his  arrival,  to  repair  with  all  posMble  despatch  laC«a- 
gress. 

Conp^si  reaomed  the  coDsidemtion  of  the  report  from  the  board  of«ar; 
A\~hereupoii, 

Rtuttved,  That  ;^n.  Washin^on  be  informed  tfaatgeD.Howe'saaswb 
his  letter  of  the  14th  and  23d  ol  November,  remonstrating  against  tiie  ialM- 
man  treatment  of  the  American  prisoners,  is,  in  the  o|anion  of  CoogrtH,  bf 
no  means  eiplicit  and  satisfacterj  ;  since  it  does  not  invalidate  the  trvtk  i 
the  depositions  of  Joseph  Cloyd  and  William  Deweea,  citizens  of  the  om- 
tnonwealth  of  Peunsjlvania,  and  strongly  implies  gen.  Howe's  intcBtisMif 
makinz  a  distinction  in  treatment  between  persons  talcen  in  enns  Midtbt 
faithful  and  liege  citizens  of  these  states,  who,  bj  stratagem  or  the  foftne 
of  war,  may  fall  ioto  his  power;  ao  intention  not  ohlysoIrreTBiTe  of  the  ps- 
ciples  of  humanity,  but  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  eeu.  Howe's  fima 
sentiments  on  this  subject,  as  expressed  in  his  letter  dated  StatenJiM 
August  tiie  Ist,  1776,  viz.  "  wishing  sincerely  to  pve  relief  to  thediiVWB 
of  u\  prisoners,  I  shall  readily  consent  to  uie  mode  of  exi^auR  jm  m 
pleasea  to  propose,  viz.  officers  for  officers  of  equal  rank;  soldier  lariaMMr; 
citiKen  for  citizen ;  the  choice  to  be  made  by  the  respectiTe  i  iimiiMiJrfT  Jir 
their  own  officers  and  men." 

It  was  tlten  mnved,  "  that  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  denandrff** 
Howe  a  speedy  and  explicit  explanation  ofthe  line  of  conduct  which  hcWk 
adopted,  and  means  to  observe  in  future  to  such  persons,  whether  ofico^, 
soldiers,  or  citizens  of  these  states,  as  may  be  subjected  to  his  power.*"- 

On  motion,  JReaoived,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  poatponedtaHw- 
day  next : 


ightaaia,    Mr.  Roberdou.  sj  I^ 

Maryluiul,  Mr.  Rumaey,  ■•  ^  * 

Virginia,  Mr.  F.  L~  Lee,  mt  . 

Huvie,  «f| 

y.-Can^na,      Mr.  Harnett,  ■>* 

Jlr.  l.uirens,  *{^ 


lOtde-Itlnnd,  Mr.  EUerf, 
Ctanecticut,  Mr.  Uj  cr, 
JVar-rork,        Mr.  Ihicr, 

>     Lewis,  iwj "'      Georgia,  Mr.  Lan^aribT-, 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Lancaster  to  confer  with  the 
ral  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  report,  that  they  have  esecnted  the  ba 
cummitted  to  them,  ami  beg  leave  to  re 
said  assembly,  passed  the  3d  and  6th  inst 
they  have  despatched  an  express  to  gov.i 
salt  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  North-rivei 
late  the  movements  ofthe  wagons  to  brii 

Jiesolved,  That  a  committee  of  fire  be 
tion  the  state  of  those  counties  in  the  si 
and  Delaware,  which  border  on  the  enem; 
Washington's  army,  and  report  the  mo 
for  subsisting  the  army  under  the  comma 
tressinathatof  theeaemy-.the  members 
Dona,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Dyer. 
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A  letter  from  the  Tiscount  de  Mauroy,  at  Boston,  and  one  of  the  6th,  from 
the  committee  at  camp,  were  read. 
-  The  8e?eral  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  December  9,  1777. 

An  application  from  Mrs.  Dugan,  and  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  bj  Abra- 
ham  Livingston,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  William  Turnbul),  at  Boston,  the 
17th  of  June,  1777,  in  favor  of  captain  Pierre  de  Campe,  were  laid  before 
Congress : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  board  of  war  laid  before  Congress  a  correspondence  that  passed  be- 
tween them  and  the  8U|)reme  executive  council  of  JPennsylvania,  relative  to 
the  supplying  the  hospital  and  army  with  blankets  and  clothing;  Where- 
upon, 

I^tsolvedy  That  the  le^slature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  be 
informed,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  the  means  which  have  been  pur- 
sued in  consequence  of  the  ordinance  of  the  council  6f  safety  of  the  8tn  of 
November,  1777,  have  by  no  means  been  adequate  to  the  laudable  design 
the  council  had  in  view : 

That  the  situation  of  the  army  and  of  the  hospitals,  for  want  of  blankets 
and  other  clothing,  is  really  deplorable,  and,  if  not  speedily  remedied,  must 
be  attended  with  the  most  prejudicial  C(msequences  not  only  to  this  state 
hvit  to  the  general  interest : 

That  Congress,  therefore,  submit  to  the  assembly  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, whether  under  these  critical,  distressing  circumstances,  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  vest  the  continental  board  of  war,  or  such  persons  as 
the  said  board  may,  for  that  purpose,  appoint,  with  full  powers  to  collect 
clothing,  blankets,  &c.  agreeably  to  the  restrictions  in  tne  ordinance  of 
council  of  November  the  8th,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  trauQmit  the  foregoing  resolution  ,to  the 
legislature  aforesaid. 

A  motion  being  made  to  recommend  it  to  sundry  states  to  offer  pardons 
and  give  encouragement  to  such  of  the  members  of  their  respective  states  as 
tliey  judge  proper,  who  having  joined  the  enemy,  are  willing  to  return  to 
their  allenance  : 

Orderd,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  intercepted  letters  from  Owen 
Jones,  jun.  to  sundry  persons  at  Lancaster,  brought  in  a  report,  and  desired 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Coneress  took  into  consideration  the  report ;  Whereupon, 

Xemved,  That  the  letters  from  Owen  Jones,  jun.  a  prisoner  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  and  confined  at  Winchester  in  Virginia,  to 
sundry  persons  at  Lancaster,  be  transmitted  by  the  board  of  war  to  the 
president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  ; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  said  state,  to 
take  such  measures  on  the  premises,  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  shall  deem 
meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again  : 

Resolved^  That  the  president  write  letters  to  the  several  states  of  Cour 
necticot.  New- York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  South-Carolina,  repre- 
senting to  them  the  great  and  important  matters  to  be  transacted  in  Con- 
gress during  the  winter,  and  the  few  members  now  attending,  and  that  he 
request  them  to  s$nd  forward,  without  delay,  an  additional  number  of 
members. 


i  Btatea,  can  oa\j  impate  hU  fbrbuniKt^^- 
n  him  by  CoDgreu,  oj  their  resolutia » * 
4di  of  November,  to  a  delicac*  in  eiert*"' 
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That  he  also  write  in  presMOg  terms  to  ^e  ataiei  of  Ntw-Jmej  id 
Delaware,  who  are  unrepretiented,  to  tienil  deletes  immediatelftiCi^w 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poatponed, 
Ailjouroed  to  ten  o'clock  tu-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Dnember  10,  1777. 
A  petition  from  Christopher.  Jan.  and  Charles  Manthall,  wuraJ: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treisury. 
Tlie  committee  to  whom  it  waa  referred  to  take  iuto  coosuicni*  ^ 
state  of  those  counties  in  Pennsjirania,  New-Jersey  and  Delmni™ 
border  on  the  enemy,  &£.  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  takenaaW' 
deration,  and  agreed  to  ati  rollowa: 

Jlesolved,  I'hat  general  Washington  be  informed,  that  CoD|rw  hiiti- 
aerved,  wi  !i  deep  concern,  that  the  principal  aupfdica  for  the  anju^^ 
command  have,  since  the  loss  of  Philadelphia,  been  drawn  fnm  diiUi 
quarters,  whenby  gr«at  expense  has  accrued  to  the  nublic,  the  imj  i» 
been  irreeBlarlyandBcantiiyBBpplied,and  the  established  miguiwr'''' 
\y  reduced,  whde  large  quantities  uf  stock,  provision  and  fon^  ^'^ 
remaining  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks  and  Chester,  v^*! 
the  fortune  tif  war,  may  be  soon  subjected  to  the  power  of  the  toemj' 

That  Congress,  firmly  persuaded  of  general  WaahinetoQ'*  uaitii'^ 
ment  to  the  interest  of'^theHe  '    '        ■      ■    •■   •■  ""- 

ercising  the  powers  vested  ii 

mhof  September  and  the  14tli  o 

itary  authority  on  the  citizens  of  thexe  stat«a  ;  a  delicacy.  Which  tboi^lf 
!y  laudable  in  general,  may,  on  critical  eiigenciea,  pro^e  deslmttK*" 
anny  and  prejudicial  to  the  general  libertiea  of  America: 

That  from  these  considerations,  it  is  the  desire  and  expectstioi^^ 
gress,  that  general  Washington  should,  forthe  future,  encleavoriif'f 
possible  to  subsist  his  army  from  such  parts  of  the  country  as  arc  ii  ■''^ 
cinity,  and  especially  from  such  quarters  as  he  shall  deem  most  lil^d?^* 
subjected  to  the  power  or  depredations  of  the  enemy :  and  that  Ik  i«*  ' 
dcrs  for  such  purpose  to  the  commissaries  and  quarter- masters  bi^pt* 
the  army :  , 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order  every  kind  of  >^  . 
provisions  in  the  country  above-mentioned,  which  may  be  beDetMlK* 
larmy  or  serviceable  to  the  enemy,  to  be  taken  from  all  persons 'i'^**' 
linction,  leaving  such  (|uantities  only  as  he  shall  judge  necesttt^^' 
maintenance  of  their  families  ;  ttie  stock  and  provisions  so  taken  t>>'^ 
moved  to  places  of  security  under  tlie  care  of  proper  persons  to  be  ^ 
<dfor  that  purpose;  and  that  he  issues  proclamation,   requirinf  alll^ 
within  seventy  miles  of  head -(quarters,  forthwith  to  thresh  oat  ^^'''^ 
within  such  limited  periods  of  time,  as  he  shall  deem  reftsonable,  on  fW' 
in  case  of  failure,  of  having  the  same  seized  by  the  commiBaarict  ■*  ^ 
ter- masters  of  the  army  and  paid  f( 
That  general  Washington  be  dire 
wagons  and  teams,  which  may  be, 
and  which  cannot  be  seasonably  re< 
Whereas,  it  is  essentially  necess 
provided  in  the  in  tenor  parts  of  th< 
niotivea  of  avarice  or  disaffectioii,  i 
Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly 
commonwealth  of  Penosyivaaia,  To: 
sons  within  their  sUte,  at  the  disti 
general  Washington's  head-quart* 
thresh  their  wheat  and  other  grain, 
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said  legblatare  shall  deem  safficient  for  the  purpose ;  aDd,in  case  of  failare^ 
to  subject  the  same  to  seizure  by  the  commissaries  and  quarter- masters  of 
the  American  army,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  price  of  straw  only,  exceptinji;  from 
such  peoaltj.  such  families  onlj,  as,  from  the  absence  of  the  master,  sons 
or  servants,  in  the  service  of  their  country,  can  give  good  proof  that  their 
compliance  with  the  said  law  was  not  practicable. 

Hesolred,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  appeals : 

The  nember  chosen,  Mr.  Rumsey. 

Reaolved,  Thai  two  members  be  added  to  the  medical  committee : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Penn. 

Congress  having  received  information  that  the  inoculation  of  recruits  in 
the  hosptal  in  the  state  of  Virginia  has  of  late  been  attended  with  much  ill 
success ; 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  make  strict  enquiry  into  the  truth 
of  this  information,  and  report  to  Congress,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Ordered^  That  to-morrow  morning,  a  commissioner  be  electea  to  proceed 
to  the  western  frontiers  in  the  room  of  colonel  J.  Reed. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  144  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain^ 
for  bis  pay  and  rations  from  September  10th  to  December  10th  inst. 

That  1000  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  Martin  Pilfer,  for  the  use  of  his  own* 
captain  Ashe's  and  captain  Medici's  troops  of  North-Carolina  light-horse  ; 
the  said  captain  Pfifer  to  be  accountable : 

That  £000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Geoma,  viz.  1500  on 
the  application  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  500  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Langworthy^ 
two  of  die  delegates  of  the  said  state ;  and  that  the  same  be  considered  as 
a  part  of  the  300,000  dollars  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  said  state: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esa.  commissioner  of  the  loan« 
office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favour  ot  James  Mease,  esa.  clothier 
general,  for  12,000  dollars,  advanced  him  towards  the  payment  oi  clothing, 
purchased  by  Mr.  Zantzinger,  for  the  use  of  brigadier  Wayne's  division ; 
the  said  clothier- general  to  oe  accountable : 

That  184£  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Brown,  in  discharge  of  John  Ashe's 
foar  draughts,  dated  in  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  'March  the  15th,  1777 » 
in  favour  <^f  John  Fragneau ;  one  for  410,  one  for  422,  one  for  500,  one  for 
olO;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable,  and  that  the  same  be  considered  as  a 
part  of  the  500,000  dollars  heretofore  ordered  for  the  use  of  tliat  state. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  11,  1777. 

Mr.  A.  Ciark,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  attended,  and  produced  the 
credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

**  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  le^slative  council  and  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  New-Jersey,  held  at  Princeton,  on  the  20th  day  of  November,  1777 : 
The  joint  meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  five  dieleffates,  to  represent 
the  state  in  the  general  Conffress  of  the  United  States,  and)  the  ballots  being 
taken,  the  honorable  John  Witherspoon,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Elmer, 
Nathaniel  Scudder,  and  Elias  Boudinot,  esqrs.  were  duly  elected. 

Xesolned,  therefore.  That  the  said  John  Witherspoon,  Abraham  Clarkj 
Jonathan  Elmer,  Nathaniel  Scudder,  and  Elias  Boudinot,  or  any  one  mr 
more  of  them,  be  empowered  to  represent  and  vdte  in  behalf  of  tnis  state, 
in  the  general  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North-Amedca,  until  the 
first  day  of  December,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  unless  a  new  appointment  shall  sooner 
tike  place.  It  is,  nevertheless,  expected,  that  three  of  the  said  delegates 
Vol.  IL  47  * 
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do  GODituitljr  attend  Coogresa,  udI«w  prarcoted  bj  liciiat « tie 
VcideDt. 

Bg  orrfar  of  the  joint  Meetiiif , 

JOHN  STEVENS,  CUnui. 
Attest.  CHARLES  PBTTIT,ftrt«f" 

According  to  the  order  of  the  daj,  Congrew  proceeded  (a  titt  Mm  tl 
a  colhinisuoDer  to  go  to  Fort-Pitt,  in  the  room  of  cdonel  J.R(*l.*i*'> 
escoBed,  and,  the  b&llota  being  taken,  George  Olymer.  eK|.vttdKltL 

The  board  of  war  report,  ♦•  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  puUic  iw*™ 
be  promoted  by  erecting  in  the  town  of  York,  temporarj  bamcbvin 
Sufficient  for  containing  600  men,  for  the  parpoie  of  aceoawoJ'^™ 
recruit*,  and  othertroops,  aamaj  be,  from  time  to  time,  itatiMmlMMM 
at  the  said  place,  either  as  guards,  or  for  the  pnrpoae  of  equ^Ml'" 
discipline:"  Whereupon, 

Raolvtd,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  cause  the  sud  l«n»°J 
sheds  to  be  erected,  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  in  the  oust  tatm 
manner  thej  can  devise. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  WherMpoo, 

Ortfend:,  That  84  dollars  be  paid  to  William  Hnrrie,  for  hii  itM"  . 
as  door-keeper  to  Congress,  from  the  1st  of  Augost  to  the  19tk<fB^ 
ber,  and  for  nursing  wounded  soldiers,  &c.  .  .    . 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  mode  of  conducting  so  *''7|'T'' ' 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  against  Rhode-Islini,** 
the  conduct  of  the  general  officers  condnctiiig  such  expeditioii,  bM|*" 
report;  Whereupon, 

Rtsolvtd,  That  five  commissioners  be  appointed,  and  thil  1^'^ 
three  of  them  be  empowered  to  conduct  Ute  enquiry;  that  ^''^I^. 
that  purpose  on  the  first  Monday  in  February  next,  at  ProridfA' 
state  of  Rhode-Ialand  and  Providence  Plantations ;  ^at  they  ■""'^^ 
them  the  commanding  officer  and  all  the  general  officen  concetv** 
conduct  of  the  said  expedition,  and  such  other  officers  and  pKN**"! 
may  think  proper :  ' 

That  the  mode  of  their  enquiry  be  by  question  and  answer.:  . 

That  they  enquire  what  number  of  troops  were  assembled  f***,^ 
tion  ;  what  number  of  continental  troops,  of  fifteen  months*  '""■jf  "^ 
of  volunteers,  of  artillerists  or  train,  and  what  was  theqaantityisafflf 
of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  ;  whether  any  extra  militia  ^'^^ 
forth,  when,  why,  and  for  what  time;  what  number  of  them  did  appv^ 
posts  in  arms,  and  when  they  were  dismissed  ;  how  long  lieforewV' 
ed  for  their  rendezvous,  the  commander  in  chief  had  knowledge  of' 
ber  of  troops  to  be  employed  in  the  expedition ;  whether  the  nect^^ 
parationa  were  made  for  a  descent  on  Hhode-Island  oreTiovs  to  At*, 
rendezvous,  or  at  any  time  afte 
when  they  were  in  readiness  f< 
ready,  why  the  attack  was  poet] 
for  which  the  militia  were  orde 
was  each  day  postponed ;  what 
during  the  time  the  expedition  i 

That  they  enquire  whether  ai 
time,  and  whether  their  prooeei 
writing,  and  if  they  were,  f^t  1 
same  before  Uiem  r 

That  they  enquire  what  was  t 
time  the  troops  were  assembled 
tion  of  the  provisions  was  aaltei 
any  and  what  quantity  of  fresh 
use  of  the  army  under  the  corat 
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That  they  ask  all  sach  farther  ijuestions*  and  make  such  farther  enqui- 
ries, bj  correspondence  or  otherwise,  as  thej  may  think  will  tend  to  disco- 
ver the  causes  of  the.  failure  of  the  said  expedition ;  and  that  they  report  to 
Congress  the  questions  asked,  and  the  answers  made,  and  also  a  ccrpy  of  the 
proceedings  and  determinations  of  any  and  all  councils  of  war  that  were  held 
daring  the  time  aforesaid,  together  with  the  opinions  of  each  member  of  such 
council  upon  matters  proposed  and  debated,  if  practicable  to  be  obtained, 
and  of  all  other  papers  that  may  be  laid  before  them,  or  which  they  otherwise 
procure  respecting  the  said  expedition  ? 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners,  and,  the  ballots  be- 
ing taken,  William  Whipple,  esq.  of  New- Hampshire,  R  T.  Paine,  esq.  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  Esbert  Benson,  es^*  of  New- York ;  Olirer  Ellsworth, 
esq.of  Connecticut,  ana  Henry  Marchant,  esq.  of  Rhode- Island,  w^re  elected. 

Besolvid^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  case  of  the  officers,  whether  of  contmental  forces,  flying-camp,  or 
militia,  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  and  released  on  parole,  and  report, 
whether  any  or  what  allowance  of  pay  and  rations  ouriit  to  be  made  to  them : 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

The  del^;ates  from  New-Hampshire  laid  before  Congress  an  account  of 
the  expenses  incurred  by  that  state  for  prisoners  brought  into  the  same,  and 
also  a  state  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners : 

Ordered,  That  the  account  of  expenses  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasu- 
rjt  and^the  state  of  the  exchange  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
.   Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  December  12,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th  of  November,  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  late  commissa- 
ry-general ;  one,  of  the  1st  of  December,  from  gov.  Trumbull ;  one  of  the  19th, 
one  of  the  27th,  and  one  of  the  SOth  of  November,  and  one  of  the  Ist  of 
December,  from  gen.  Heath,  enclosing  copies  of  letters  that  passed  between 
him  and  gen.  Bui^yne ;  a  letter  from  S.  Clap,  of  New-Hampshire,  and  two 
petitions  from  prisoners  of  war  in  that  state ;  also,  a  letter  of  the  26th,  and 
one  of  the  29th  of  November,  from  S.  A.  Otis,  deputy  clothier-general  at 
Boston,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  be  referred  to  the  board 
•f  treasury : 

That  the  letters  from  gen.  Heatb>  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war: 

That  so  much  of  Mr.  Otis's  letter  as  relates  to  monev,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treasury,  and  the  remainder  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  membera 
chosen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  President  Laurens,  was  read,  informing, 
that "  the  malady  under  which  he  labors  has  made  such  a  progress  as  to  con- 
▼ince  him,  by  reflecting  upon  former  attacks,  that  he  will  not  be  able  to 
move  out  of  the  house,  nor  attend  his  duty  in  Congress,  for  some  weejLs  to 
come ;  and  informing  that  there  is  much  business  upon  his  table,  which  it  is 
not  in  his  power  to  give  despatch  to ;  that  every  day  will  accumulate  the 
heap,  business  will  be  impeded,  and  some  brancties  run  into  confusion ;  and 
therefore,  humbly  movine  Congress  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  president, 
as  an  act  of  propriety  ana  necessity :" 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Colt,  and  one  from  Mr.  Champion  to  William  Bucha- 
nan, esq.  commissary-general  of  purchases;  also,  one  from  Mr.  Buchanan  to 
Mr.  Roberdean,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 
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Ordered,  Tliat  the;  be  referred  to  tlie  cominittee  on  the  letter  frealb- 
Oti>. 
The  several  mtttera  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed* 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  December  13,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  lOth.fromeen.  Washington,  at  White-Marshy  vunaJ. 

Mr.  Smith,  a  member  of  the  coinroittee  of  commerce,  informed  Cagrcs) 
that,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  Congr«w>  the  committee  haveoundn- 
to  an  tcreement  with  Mr.  Gillon,  and  that  he  is  desirous  of  hjtviiic  ^^of^ 
on  the  Toaa-office  for  the  state  of  Soutii-CaroUna.  for  the  first  yew^&tdnm; 
Whereupon,    ' 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commisaioner  ol  the  loan-ifict'i 
thestateofSouth-Carolina.fortlie  sum  of  125,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Ala- 
anderGilloD,  esq.  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  contract  entered  intoviAib 
committee  of  commerce ;  and  that  the  said  atttii  be  chared  to  the  tuiim- 
mittee,  which  is  to  be  accountable  i 

Jtesotved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  cqb—M  '■ 

The  members  choien,  Mr.  Lewia.Mr.Ellery.andMr.  HaraetL 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  bri^ifiBCa- 
way,  brou^tina  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratiqpi :  >^kcn^ 

ifesohva.  At  the  opinion  of  this  Congresa,  that  it  is  essential  Utk^n- 
motion  of  discipline  id  the  American  army,  and  to  the  refonnatiMifi^ 
varioQS  abuses  which  prevail  in  the  different  departments,  that  an  qfii'- 
mentbemade  of  ins  pec  tors -gene  nil,  agreeable  to  the  practice  of  tbcliit^ 
ctplined  European  armies : 

Besolved,  That  this  appointment  be  conferred  on  experienced  ai  tip- 
lant  general  officers,  who  are  acquainted  with  wdiatever  relates  to  tk|0' 
economr,  manceuvres  and  discipline  of  a  well  regulated  army. 

Btaoived,  That  the  duties  of  these  officers  be  aa  follows  : 

To  review,  from  time  to  time,  the  troops,  and  to  sec  that  ertry  ifc" 
and  soldier  be  instructed  in  the  exercise  and  manceuvres  which  may  bttA- 
blished  by  the  board  of  war :  that  the  rales  of  diacipline  be  strictly  eUnW. 
and  that  the  officers  command  their  soldiers  property,  and  do  tbuajviitt- 

Resolved,  That  the  inspectors -general,  respectivelv,  sltall  giTemiiGt'  , 
the  Gommandera  of  regiments,  of  Uie  time  which  shall  be  fixed  ealvW 
reviews,  who  are  to  prepare  the  following  returns,  models  of  which  utf' 
viously  to  be  famished  oy  the  inspector,  viz* 

A  return  of  clothing ; 

A  return  of  arms  and  accoutrements; 

A  return  of  recraits,  with  anaccount  of  the  m(Aiey  laid  out  for  thatlHf^ 

A  return  of  the  number  and  names  of  the  wounded  uten,  distiaga^  I 
such  as  are  fit  for  the  corps  of  invalids,  and  such  as  are  totally  nfH*'  ] 
service ; 

A  return  of  the  loss  susti 
otherwise; 

Aretum  of  the  pay  and  ra 

A  return  of  all  the  officer 
behaviour,  capacity  and  assi( 

All  the  returns,  when  sicnc 
carefullv  scrutinized  by  Uie 
added  his  remarks  upon  the  : 

Eetolvtd.  That  the  inspect 

S*  aning  and  at  the  latter  end 
e  commander  in  chief  shal 
judge  proper,  or  shall  receivt 
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first  givioe  notice  thereof  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  obtaining  his  leave 
for  reviewiBffthe  said  troops. 

Besolved,  That  the  inspectors-general,  respectively,  shall  make  this  review 
iDinuteiy*  man  by  man,  attending  to  the  complaints  and  representations  of 
both  soldier  and  officer,  and  transmitting  to  Congress  what  petitions  and 
grievances  he  shall  think  worthy  of  notice :  that  not  solely  depending  upon  the 
accounts  and  characters  of  officers  as  given  him  by  the  colonels  of  regiments, 
the  inspectora-general  shall  examine  the  said  officers  in  person,  direct  them  to 
command  different  manosuvres,  and  take  such  measures  as  shall  enablehim  to 
give  ka  exact  account  to  Congress. 

liesoiverf.  That  these  reviews,  when  closed,  be  transmitted  to  Congress 
by  ^e  inspector-general  making  the  review,  who  is  to  furnish  the  major  of 
the  respective  regiments  with  a  copy  of  the  same,  and  to  keep  another  for 
bis  own  government  and  assistance  in  proceeding  to  the  next  review. 

Resolved^  That  the  inspectors-general  shall  examine,  from  time  to  time, 
the  pay -books  of  the  respective  regiments,  which  are  to  be  kept  in  an  uni 
form  manner,  agreeable  to  such  regulation^  as  may  be  established  for  that 
purpose,  giving  immediate  notice  to  Congress  of  any  malversation  or  misma- 
nagement which  he  may  discover. 

/Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  of  the  war  office  to  re- 
port such  furthar  regulations  for  this  office,  as  they  shall  deem  calculated 
to  extend  its  utility,  and  to  promote  the  end  of  its  institution* 

Resolved,  That  two  inspectors-general  be  now  appointed  : 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  briga- 
dier T.  Con wav  was  el  ec ted . 

Eeaolved,  Tnat  the  election  of  the  other  inspector  be  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

Besolvedf  That  another  major-general  be  appointed  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States :   the  ballots  being  taken,  brigadier  T.  Coi^way  was  elected. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  oeing  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Decentber  15,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  B.  Harrison,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in 
Virginia;  and  one,  of  the  same  date,  from  W.  Fmme,  esq.  deputy  quarter- 
master general,  directed  to  the  board  of  war,  were  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordmd,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  secretary  informed  Congress  that  Mr.  Clymer  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioner,  and  would  proceed  to  Fort-Pitt  as  soon  as  he  could 
get  ready : 

Orderedj  That  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  informed  of  Mr.  Clymer's 
appointment  and  acceptance. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Orderedj  That  6807  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  to 
enable  them  to  discharge  the  demands  on  them  from  tihJt  said  state  for  that 
sum,  which  is  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  the  siud  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  treasury  laid  before  Consress  a  letter  of  November  the  24th, 
directed  to  them,  from  gen.  Heath,  which  was  read : 

OrJerecf,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  they  be  di- 
rected to  enquire  into  the  rise  of  the  expedition  against  Rhode-Island :  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr. 
Harvie. 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  laid  before  Congress  cre- 
dentials of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  that  state,  which  were  read  as 
follows : 
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(L.  S.)  "  In  the  n&me  and  bj  the  anthoritr  of  the  corainoBweil&of  F(» 
Th  un,  -t  svlvania ;  the  supreme  executive  coancU  vt  UttvUtUt 
i/w.  iTMrum,  j^  ^u  ^^^1^  jj  concern,  aendeth  peetingi  Wba* 
rresuum.  ^^^  general  aasembl;  of  repreaentatiTeS  of  tkt  fttoMad 
Pennsrlvania  hare  elected  Dr.  Benjamin  Fnnkliil,  Robert  Hni^  DuA 
Roberdeau,  Jonathan  Bajard  Smith,  James  Smith,  of  Vork-t«n,  "^I'l'Ui 
Clingan,  and  Jose|^  Reed,  esqrs.  to  represent  this  state  in  Cn^  it^ 
hath  made  the  same  known  to  this  cooncil :  theK  arc,  therefi)n,hca1i^, 
that  the  said  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  Daud  1*^ 
Jonathan  Bajrard  Smith,  James  Smith,  of  York -town.  Williaai  Cb&nl 
Joseph  Reed,  esqrs.  are  appointed  and  inthorized  to  rcpreaeottkenM 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  die  Congress  of  the  United  SbttioilB- 
rica.  Giren  under  the  seal  of  the  commonwealth,  at  Lancaitff.aA 
thirteenth  daj  of  December,  in  the  jrear  of  ovr  Lord,  we  thouui  k" 
hundred  and  serentjr-seven. 

«  Attest,  T.  MATLACK,  flartn' 

Congress  having  received  information  that  Itiree  qnantitieofoKk^  ^ 
been  driven  upon  the  marshes  of  the  county  ofltcal,  in  tiie  sWi^B*' 
ware,  and  into  other  parts  of  the  said  county,  which  are  cxposfd  lifc  "■ 
predationa  of  the  enemy;  and  the  present  situation  of  thesbite<ifNP*i 
with  respect  to  its  internal  and  open  enemies,  rendering  it  inmc^ 
that  any  measures,  which  may  be  devised  by  the  government  rffc* 
state,  for  removing  the  said  stock,  can  be  executed  with  secrecy  sod  te^ 

Stsolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  and  directed  to  p"'. 
orders  for  securing  the  said  stock  as  they  shall  deem  most  effectill: 

That  the  owners  of  the  stock  so  removed  be  paid  for  the  sane  it  k>*' 
able  rates. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  tlie  board  of  *'  "^ 
after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Sesolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postpaned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Oecember  16, 1777. 

James  Smith,  of  York -town,  a  delegate  from  Fennsylvaniai  ittaM* 
took  his  seat  in  Congress.  .  ' 

A  letter  from  Edward  Kennedy,  an  inhaUtant  of  Providence,  <*' 
Bahama-Islands,  dated  at  Boston,  October  the  28th,  wu  laid  beto<^ 
greas,  with  samples  of  green  indigo,  a  new  manufacture  discoverd^ 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  deieg&tes  of  SogftJ><**^ 
and  Georgia.  , 

A  memorial  from  Ephraim  Marsh,  of  Elizabeth'town,  withn*^ 
enclosed,  was  laid  before  Congress,  apfl  r«"1 '  i 

Ordered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the 

Ordered,  Th«t  colonel  Rawlins  at 
eleven  o'clock,  to  give  such  informal 
apecting  the  treatment  our  prisoners! 
tnem. 

The  committee  appunted  to  repi 
report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resotved,  That  Congress  meet  twi< 

That  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  c 
three  in  the  afternoon. 

A  petition  from  colonel  Green  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the 
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The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  Mr.  Otis,  brought 
in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  connderation  thereof  be  postponed  till  t6-morrow. 
The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred*  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

WEDNESDAY,  December  17,  1777. 

Dr.  Witherspoon,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  attended,  and  took  his  seat 
in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th  and  15th,  from  general  Washington,  near  the  Gulph, 
with  a  copj  of  a  letter  to  him  from  lieutenant-general  Bui|»yne,  dated  Cam- 
bridge, November  the  25th ;  a  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  mlHam  Livingston, 
govenior  of  New-Jersey ;  and  one,  of  the  9th,  from  Charles  Alexander,  late 
captain  of  the  frigate  Delaware,  directed  to  the  marine  committee,  were  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Livingston  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war;  and  that  the  letter  from  captain  Alexander  be  returned  to  the 
marine  committee. 

Beeolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  inform  general  Bur- 
goyne,  that  Congress  will  not  receive  nor  consider  any  proposition  for  indul- 
gence or  alteringthe  terms  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  unless  immediateij ' 
directed  to  their  own  body. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  colonel  Rawlins  attended,' and  having 
informed  Confess  of  the  treatment  our  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
receive  firom  them,  he  withdrew. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
from  S.  A.  Otis,  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Beeohed,  That  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to 
prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  states,  to  accompany  the  resolution  of  Con- 


Jteeolved,  That  Mr.  Gerry  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Jiesolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  safety  of  Connecticut  be  au- 
thorized and  requested  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  lay  up  all  the  supplies 
of  salted  provisions  the;^  are  able,  and  to  employ  proper  persons  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  co-operate  with  Mr.  Colt  therein. 

Robert  Lawson,  a  colonel  of  one  of  the  battalions  of  Virginia  forces,  having 
sent  his  commission  to  Congress,  and  requested  leave  to  resign  the  same, 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  remonstrance  from  the  council  and  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow* 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  to  morrow,  P.  M. 

THURSDAY,  December  18,  1777. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  took 
his  seat  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  general  Gates,  enclosinjg  a  letter  to  him  from 
lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  dated  Cambridge,  November  the  14th,  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  the  British  and  German  troops,  that  surrendered  by  the 
convention  of  Saratoga;  also,  a  letter  of  the  12th,  and  one,  of  the  £8th  of 
Nove'mber,  from  R.  Varick,  esq.  deputy  muster-master-general  in  the  noi*th- 
^m  departmenti  witli  muster-rolls  of  tne  northern  army,  were  read  : 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Gates,  with  the  mpera  enctosed, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Withertpoon* 
Mr.Daer,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  F«  L.  Lee,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 

Besalved,  That  Mr.  Harvie  be  added  to  the  martDc-coinmitt6e»  is  the  room 
of  Mr.  R  .H.  Lee,  who  is  absent. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  from  the  committee  sent  to 
camp  to  confer  with  general  Washington,  and  the  remonstrance  from  the 
executive  council  and  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  after  some  time  spent 
thereon, 

Resolved^  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  pofttponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  the  Tth,  from  general  Heath,  at  Boston,  was  reod. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjoamed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  December  19,  1777. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  R.  Varick,  read  yesterday,  with  the  rolls  en ^ 
closed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  Monsieur  de  laBalme,  was  read. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  sent 
to  center  with  general  Washington,  and  the  remonstrance  from  the  cooncii 
and  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  committee  having,  in  their  report,  made  mention  of  letters  containiiiff 
the  opinions  of  general  officers,  which  were  laid  before  them  by  the  general^ 
and  on  which  they  grounded  tlieir  opinion  : 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  committee  be  asked,  whether  they  bad  those 
letters  ? 

The  committee  informed  Congress  that  the?  had  brought  the  letters  with 
them,  but  that  the  general,  when  he  delivered  them  the  letters,  mentiooed 
that  they  might  keep  them  to  satisfy  themselves  and  form  their  judgment, 
and  then  return  them  to  him  ;  and  that,  therefore,  they  considered  them- 
selves obliged  to  return  them  to  the  general 

Ordered^  That  the  letters  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  persual  of  the 
members. 

The  letters  were  accordingly  brought  in  and  laid  on  the  table. 

_  • 

Three  o'olock,  P.  M. 

A  certificate  from  major-genial  Gates,  of  his  having  promoted  Denis 
John  dc  Bouchet,  to  the  rank  of  major,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  committee  sent 
to  center  with  general  Washington,  and  the  remonstrance  from  the  council 
and  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania ;  and,  thereupon, 

RjMolved^  That  a  copy  of  the  remonstrance  be  tranamitted  by  express  to 

general  Washington,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  inform  Congress  whether  he 
as  come  to  a  fixed  resolution  to  canton  the  army ;  and  if  he  has,  what  line 
of  cantonment  he  has  proposed ;  in  particular,  what  measures  are  agreed  on 
for  the  protection  of  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  which  lies  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Schuylkill,  and  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey : 

That  general  Washington  be  farther  informed,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
Congress,  the  state  of  New-Jersey  demands,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  the  pro- 
tection of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  the  same  can  possdrij 
be  extended,  consistent  with  the  safetv  of  the  army  and  the  general  wel* 
fare  ;  as  tliat  state  Jies  open  to  attacks  from  so  many  quarters,  and  the  fttmg- 
gles  which  have  been  made  by  the  brave  and  virtuous  inhabitants  of  that 
state,  in  defence  of  the  common  cause,  cannot  fail  of  exposing  them  to  the 
particular  resentment  of  a  merciless  enemy. 
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Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  tiie  board  of  war  of  the 
.   ISth,  and  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  sir  Wiiliam  Howe,  commander  in  chiet  of  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty's forces,  has  required  that  provisions  should  be  sent  in  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  American  prisoners  I'jx  his  possession,  and  for  the  purchase  of  such 
necessaries  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of,  and  has  prohibitea  the  circulation 
of  the  money  struck  by  the  authority  of  these  states,  within  such  parts  of 
tiie  country  as  are  at  present  subjected  to  his  power ;  whereby  great  difficul- 
ties have  occurred  in  relieving  the  distresses  of  the  American  prisoners  ;  atid 
whereas  large  anms  of  continental  bills  of  credit  have  been  counterfeited 
and  issued  by  the  agents,  emissaries  and  abettors  of  sir  William  Howe  : 

Resolved^  That  the  accolmts  of  all  provisions  and  other  necessaries 
which  already  have  been,  or  which  hereafter  may  be  supplied  by  the  public 
to  prisoners  in  the  power  of  these  states,  shall  he  discnarged  by  either  re- 
ceiving from  the  British  commissary  of  prisoners  or  any  of  his  agents,  pro- 
visions or  other  necessaries,  equal  in  quality  and  kind  to  what  nave  been 
•uppliedy  or  the  amount  thereof  in  gold  and  silver,  a^  the  rate  of  45  6  for 
every  dollar  of  the  currency  of  these  states :  and  that  all  these  accounts  be 
liquidated  and  discharged,  previous  to  the  release  of  any  prisoners  to  whoni 
{wovisions  or  other-necessaries  shall  have  been  suppliea. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
report  of  the  committee,  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  French  legion. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jonn  Gibson,  auditor-general, 
to  enable  him  to  discharge  a  part  of  a  warrant  of  Congress  «)f  the  1st  of 
September  last,  drawn  on  him  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia  ;  the 
said  anditor-eeneral  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  400  dollars  be  paid  to  the  honorable  H.  Laurens,  to  dis- 
charge a  draught  of  William  Palfrey,  pay-mi(ster  general,  of  December 
11th,  in  favor  of  colonel  Moses  Rawlins ;  the  said  pay-master-geoeral  to  be 
accountable. 

Ordered,  -That  600  dollars  be  paid  to  Isaac  Wikoff,  in  discharge  of  John 
Ashe's  third  drau^t,  dated  state  of  North-Carolina,  the  5th  of  March  last, 
in  favour  of  William  Dry,  expressed  to  be  for  the  payment  and  support  of 
continental  troops ;  the  state  to  be  accountable,  and  the  sum  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  part  of  the  500,000  dollars,  appropriated  for  the  use  of  that  state. 

The  several  matters  to  tiiis  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  December  20,  1777. 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  to  Congress,  that  a  considerable  number  of 
die  nine  first  regiments  of  Virginia  forces,  in  the  continental  service,  whose 
times  of  inlistment  are  near  expiring,  are  willing  to  re-inlist,  and  many  of 
them  have  re-inlisted  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  upon  condition  of 
receiving  the  continental  bounty  of  20  dollars,  the  suit  of  clothes  allowed 
by  Congre<is,  and  a  farther  bounty  of  20  dollars ;  and  whereas,  the  state  of 
Virginia  have  engaged  to  pay  the  additional  bounty,  but  the  clothier-gene- 
ral has  not  sufficiency  of  clothins  to  supply  the  men ;  and  it  being  represent- 
ed that  the  men  are  willine  to  take  money  in  lieu  of  the  clothes  that  cannot 
be  supplied,  and  to  furnish  themselves  with  necessary  clothing: 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  settle  the  accounts 
of  the  s^d  men,  and  to  pay  or  order  them  to  be  paid  for  the  articles  of  cloth- 
ing, with  which  they  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  clothier-general,  agreeably 
to  the  estimate  fixed  by  Congress. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  enquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  tiie  director  of  the  hospital  at  Alexandria,  reported,  "  that  from  the 
Vol.  II.  48 
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informatioD^  of  several  officers  id  the  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  r^roents, 
which  are  annexed,  it  appears  obvious  to  the  committee  that  Dr.  Rickman, 
director  of  the  said  hospital,  has  been  guiltj  of  ereat  neglect  in  not  giving 

S roper  attendance  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  inocalatioii  at  Aiexui- 
ria:'' 

The  said  report  and  the  informations  being;  read, 

Xesolved*  That  Dr.  Rickman  be  immediatefj  suspended,  and  that  he  attend 
the  medical  committee,  to  answer  the  several  complaiata  exhibited  against 
him. 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  transmit  to  Dr.  Rickman  a  copy  of 
the  complaints  agaiQst  him,  and  direct  his  attendance : 

That  the  said  committee  write  to  Dr.  Shippen,  director-eeneral,  and  direct 
him  to  send  immediately  a  skilful  physician  to  take  care  uT  the  sick  and  su- 
perintend the  inoculation  of  the  solaiers  at  Alexandria. 

Application  being  made  by  Robert  Yancey,  to  be  reimbursed  a  sum  of 
public  money  entrusted  to  nim  as  pay-master  of  colonel  Bird's  r^ment, 
and  which  he  lost ; 

^  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  enquire  into  the 
circumstances,  and  report  specially  thereon. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Frost  be  acfded  to  the  marine  committee,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Folsom,  who  being  enga^d  at  the  treasury,  desires  to  be  excused. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  brigadier  Parsons,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
him  to  general  Tryon,  and  general  Tryon's  answer,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  brigadier  Parsons  be  directed  to  send  to  Congress  an  au- 
thentic account  of  the  treatment  which  John  and  Philip  VantasMl  and  their 
families  received  from  the  enemy. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th.  from  the  navy  board  at  Bordentown,  in  New-Jersey, 
directed  to  the  marine  committee,  was  laid  before  Congress  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  prepare  proper  resolutions  for  supporting  the  authority  of  the 
navy  board,  and  report  the  same  to  Congress.- 

A  letter  from  Fiobergue  de  la  Rocatelle,  with  a  memoir  annexed^  was 
laid  before  Congress,  and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  68  dollars  be  paid  to  Patrick  M'Closkey,  for  a  hone  be- 
belonging  to  him,  which  was  sent  with  an  express  to  the  eastward  in  Fehm- 
ary  last,  and  not  returned,  as  appears  by  tne  certificate  of  Mr.  Hanoock^ 
and  Mr.  Abeel,  assistant  quarter-master  general : 

That  39  65-90  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  A.  Clark,  for  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
penses of  himself  and  others,  with  the  public  papers,  &c.  at  Bristol : 

That  600,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  comanssarj 

Seneral  of  purchases,  of  which  sum  200,000  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Cuyler,  his 
eputy  in  the  northern  department,  200,000  to  Mr.  Colt*  his  deputy  in 
the  eastern  department,  ana  £00,000  to  his  deputy  in  the  southern  depart- 
ment; the  said  commissary  general  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Lawrence,  commissioner  of  the  cootineD- 
tal  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  200,000  dollars,  in  favour  of 
the  ^vemor  and  council  of  safety  of  the  said  stat^  for  the  purfose  of  pur- 
chasing provisions  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress;  the  said  governor 
and  council  to  be  accountable : 

That  the  following  warrants  be  drawn  on  Thomas  Smith.  conmissioDer  of 
the  loan  office  of  the  state  of  Peonsylvsnia,  viz^ 

One  in  favor  of  Elias  Boudinot,  for  5000  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  loaA-office 
certificates,  bearing  date  the  21st  of  May  last,  being  in  dbcharge  of  so  much 
borrowed  of  him  at  that  time  by  William  Palfrey,  pay-master  geaeial«  who 
is  to  be  accountable : 
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One  in  favor  of  Elias  Boudinot,  for  1200  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  loan-office 
certificates,  to  be  dated  the  Tth  of  July  last,  being  in  discnarge  of  so  much 
borronred  of  him  at  that  time  by  W.  ralfrej,  pay-master  general^  who  is  to 
be  accountable : 

One  in  favor  of  John  Morton,  for  14,900  dollars,  to  be  pi&id  in  loan-office 
certificates,  bearing  date  the  2rth  of  May  last :  and  that  there  be  paid  to 
Elias  Boudinot,  for  the  said  John  Morton,  72  80-90  dollars ;  the  two  last 
sums  being  for  14,970)  dollars,  borrowed  on  interest  of  the  said  John 
Morton,  by  William  Palfrey,  pay-roaster  general,  as  appears  by  his  two  re- 
ceipts, dated  at  Morristown,  the  27th  of  May  last,  one  for  4700  dollars,  the 
other  for  10,270  j,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable ;  and  also  in  discharge 
of  the  interest  due  on  70)  dollars,  from  the  27th  ot  May  to  the  20th  of 
December. 

The  said  committee  having  also  represented  to  Congress,  that  the  war* 
rant  drawn  in  favor  of  William  Buchanan,  commissary-general  of  purchases, 
on  the  I6th  of  September  last,  by  the  president  of  Congress,  on  John  Law- 
rence, esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan -office  in  the  atate  of  Connecticut,  for 
200,000  dollars,  is  returned  for  want  of  paypent,  and  that  Mr.  Buchanan 
desires  the  same  to  be  cancelled  ;  it  was,  tliereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  said  warrant  be  cancelled,  and  that  proper  entries  be 
accordingly  made  in  the  public  books  at  tlie  treasury  office. 

'£1ie  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  on  the  letters  from 
S.  A*  Otis,  brought  in  th/eir  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  i 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective  legis- 
latures of  the  United  States,  forthwith  to  enact  laws,  appointing  suitable 
persona  to  seize  and  teke,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army  or  the  said 
statesman  woollen  cloths,  blankets,  linens,  shoes,  stocking^,  hats,  and  other 
necessary  articles  of  clothing,  suitable  for  the  army,  which  may  be  in  th^ 
possession  of  any  persons  inhabiUnts  of,  or  residents  within,  Uieir  respective 
states,  for  the  piurpose  of  sale  and  not  for  their  own  private  use  or  family 
consumption,  giving  them  certificates  or  receipts  for  tne  same,  expressing 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  goods ;  provided,  that  such  laws  do  not  ex- 
tend to  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandises  which  are,  or  shall  be,  honafide^ 
imported  into  the  respective  states  on  account  of  anv  persons  not  citizens  of 
any  of  these  United  States,  so  long  as  the  same  sliall  continue  their  pro- 
perty, and  no  longer : ,  and  that  they  inflict  such  penalties  as  may  be  deemed 
proper  on  such  persons  possessed  of  any  of  the  above  enumerated  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  articles  of  clothing  suitable  for  the  army, 
who,  to  evade  the  good  intention  of  the  said  laws,  shall  falsely  affirm  or  de- 
clare the  same  to  be  the  property  of  persons  not  citizens  of  any  of  the  said 
United  States. 

2.  That  it  be  further  recommended  to  make  provision  in  the  said  laws  to 
empower  the  commissary-general  of  purchases,  or  any  of  his  deputies,  or 
socn  other  persons  as  the  respective  legislatures  may  deem  expedient,  to 
seize  all  stock  and  every  kind  of  provision  necessary  for  the  army,  which 
may  have  been  purchased  up  or  engrossed  by  any  person  with  a  view  of  sell- 
ing the  same,  giving  to  the  person,  from  whom  such  stock  or  provisions  have 
been  takta,  certificates  as  aforesaid. 

3.  That  the  value  of  all  sach  soods,  wares,  and  merchandise  aaare  above 
enumerated,  or  other  articles  ofclothing,  stock,  or  provisions  necessary  fop 
the  amvt  which  shall  be  so  seized  and  taken,  be  ascertained  at  the  rate  at 
which  the  aaid  articles  shall  be  stated  by  the  convention  of  the  committees 
of  the  several  states,  to  be  held  asreeabl^  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress 
of  the  22d  of  November  last :  Uie  articles  of  clothing  to  be  paid  for  by 
drauffhte  made  by  the  respective  states  upon  the  clothier-|;cneral ;  and  the 
fttocK  or  provisions  by  the  purchasing  commissaries  receiving  tiiem. 
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4.  And  it  is  further  recommendefl  to  the  respective  states,  to  csawtok 
made  up  so  much  of  the  clothing  aforesaid  as  thej  can  complete  witini  i 
reasonable  time,  and  to  send  the  whole  of  the  clothing  so  tmken  or  8eizd,ii 
well  that  part  which  may  be  made  up,  as  that  which  may  remain  oiBaiie, 
(except  80  much  a^  maj  be  necessary  for  clothing  4he  recraits  inlitted  in  tk 
states  for  their  respective  battalions  in  the  continental  service^}  te  tk 
clothier-seneral,  to  be  distributed  in  the  first  instance  to  the  sKffhUAe 
troops  belonging  to  the  state  furnishing  such  clothing,  and  the  roidie  in 
such  manner  as  the  commissioners  Qf  the  war-office  or  the  clotlikr-geMnl 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct:  provided,  that  this  resdutioB  wMt 
repeal  or  af&ct  anv  part  of  the  seventh  proposition  recommeBded  titiit 
legislatures  of  the  respective  states,  the  22a  of  November  last,  relatin  teitt 
additional  clothing  to  be  furnished  to  their  respective  battalions.    Aiditii 
further  resolved,  that  the  clothier-general  transmit,  from  time  totiBe,tilk 
respective  states,  an  account  of  the  clothing  furnished  to  tii^  faitliinf 
out  of  the  8to,ck  by  them  collected  and  sent  forward,  in  order  that  eacfcibte 

.may  be  satisfactonly  informed  that  their  troops  receive  immediate  tdnrt^ 
from  its  exertions  in  the  como^^n  cause. 

5.  And  whereas,  great  waste  of  clothing  has  arisen  from  the  matflUt- 
lity  or  skill  in  the  persons  employed  to  make  up  the  same : 

Hesolved,  Thatit  be  recommended  to  the  respective  states  to  KjfiAm 
or  more  suitable  persons  to  superintend  and  direct  the  tradesmen  fpliyH 
to  make  up  the  clothes  to  be  collected  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  coafsmto 
selves  to  the  instructions  of  the  board  of  war  r^ative  to  the  formtlaa( 
provided  that  no  delays  be  suffered  to  take  place  from  the  want  c€  *'~ 
structions. 

6.  And  whereas,  the  comfortable  support  of  the  army  of  these 
hereafter  greatly  depend  on  the  supplies  which  they  may  be  aUeto  dmrte 
their  own  internal  resources;  it  is  therefore  most  earnestly  rei  ^ 
to  the  said  states,  to  employ  a  sufficient  number  of  manufacturers 
men  to  supply  the  clothing  wanted  for  their  respective  battalions,  ei 
them,  under  proper  regulations,  from  military  duty ;  and  autfaori 
ble  persons  to  collect  and  supply,  at  the  stipulated  prices,  cotton, 
leather,  and  other  articles  for  carrying  on  tne  said  manufactures. 

7.  And  whereas,  certain  persons,  devoid  of,  and  in  repuenanoe  to  av? 
principle  of  public  virtue  and  humanity,  instigated  by  the  Inst  of  cfsift 
are,  in  each  state,  assiduously  endeavoring,  by  every  means  of  oppntfiA 
sharping,  and  extortion,  to  accumulate  enormous  gain  to  themselveik  ^ 
great  distress  of  private  families  in  general,  and  especially  of  ^^  P**"^ 
more  dependent  part  of  the  community,  as  well  as  to  the  ^p'eat  in^wj^^ 
public  service :  for  the  effectual  suppression  of  such  nefanooa  ttratJ*^* 
most  seriously  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  aforesaia,  foHri^^ 
enact  laws,  limiting  the  number  of  retailers  of  goods,  wares»  and  v*^!^ 
dise  in  their  several  counties,  towns,  and  districts,  and  obliging  tbemliW* 
license  and  enter  into  bonds  for  the  observance  of  all  laws  madeflDrlhll'* 
gulation ;  to  make  provision  in  the  said  laws  that  no  persons  be  rfk— ** 
sell  by  wholesale  except  the  importer,  and  he  only  to  persona  ha^iiy^^ 
license,  or  the  certificates  hereafter  mentioned ;  and  that  such  of  ^"^  ~^ 
bitants  as  are  not  licensed  as  aforesaid,  -be  restnuned  from 


greater  quantity  of  such  ^ods,  ware?,  and  merchandise  than  is  re 
their  own  private  or  family's  use  and  consumption  ;  and  that  it 


recommended  to  the  several  states  to  prohibit  any  persons 
citizens  of  their  re9pective  states,  from  purchasing  within  the 
cles  of  clothing  or  provision  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  army,  (onleas 
as  may  oc  requisite  for  their  own  private  or  family's  use  or  coassi 
excepting  only  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  produce  a  certifical^ 
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tlie  seal  and  si^  manual  of  the  supreme  executive  authority  of  the  respective 
states,  purporting  that  the  said  person  or  persons  are  employed  or  permitted 
to  make  purchases  either  on  account  of  the  public  or  for  the  use  or  benefit  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  which  he  or  they  are  members ;  and  to  inflict 
such  punishment  upon  all  atrocious  offenders  before  described,  as  shall  brand 
them  with  indelible  infamy. 

8.  And  whereas,  there  is  sood  reason  to  apprehend  that  many  of  the  emis- 
saries and  abettors  of  general  Howe  are  dispersed  through  the  tlnited  States, 
under  various  pretences  of  amusement  or  business,  whereby  they  are  ena- 
bled to  spread  disaffection,  intimidate  the  people  by  false  news,  depreciate 
the  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  avoid  serving  in  the  militia,  or  pay- 
ing their  fines ;  to  prevent  these  mischiefs  it  is  most  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  supreme  executive  power  of  each  state,  to  take  the  most  effectual 
measures  to  cause  all  persons  whose  character  and  business  is  not  well 
known  and  approved  of,  to  be  apprehended,  and  if  th<>y  cannot  give  a  sood 
and  satisfactory  account  of  themselves,  that  they  be  obliged  immediately  to 
return  to  their  own  states,  or  be  confined  in  gaol* 

The  committee  having  prepared  a  circular  letter  to  accompany  the  fore- 
going resolutions,  submitted  it  to  Congress,  and  the  sam^  was  read,  and 
agr^d  to  as  follows ; 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  transmit  to  your  honorable  body  the 
enclosed  resolutions,  which  the  pressing;  wants  of  the  army,  and  the  arts  and 
avarice  of  engrossers  and  extortioners  nave  rendered  indispensably  necessa- 
ry to  the  general  welfare. 

It  is  with  deep  concern  that  Con^ress^  after  having  for  some  time  contem- 
plated, in  painful  silence,  the  mischiefs  which  threatened  this  extended  con- 
tinent from  the  growing  avarice  of  the  times,  feel  themselves  constrained  to 
recommend  measures  which  the  virtue  of  all  classes  of  men  rendered  not 
long  since  unnecessary,  and  which  a  scrupulous  regard  for  security  of  pro- 

S^rty  to  every  citizen  of  these  states  has  nitherto  restrained  froih  adopting, 
ttt,  unhappy  the  case  of  America !  laws  unworthy  the  character  of  infant 
republics  are  become  necessary  to  supply  the  defect  of  public  virtue,  and  to 
correct  the  vices  of  some  of  her  sons ;  and  she  is  called  upon  by  the  grand  prin- 
ciple of  self  preservation,  to  guard  against  the  parricide  of  tliose  whom  she 
has  fostered  in  her  own  bosom.  - 

To  minds  whose  reflections  are  employed  on  the  importance  of  the  cause 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  that  feel  for  every  circumstance  which  may 
affect  the  honor  and  safety  of  these  states,  it  must  give  the  most  painful  sen- 
sations to  consider  that,  at  a  time  when  the  late  signal  successes  we  have 
been  blessed  with,  the  reduced  numbers  of  the  enemy,  the  difficulties  they 
meet  with  in  procuring  foreign  levies,  and  the  political  complexion  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  have  deprived  Britain  of  many  of  those  resources  on  which  she 
so  much  depended ;  when  the  number  and  improving  discipline  of  our  army, 
the  prodigious  augmentation  of  our  military  stores,  the  (j[uantity  of  provisions 
with  which  this  country  abounds,  and  the  large  supplies  of  clothing  which 
have  of  late  been  imported  bj^  private  persons,  afford  not  only  the  opportu- 
nity but  the  means,  under  Divine  Providence,  of  establishing  our  liberties  by 
a  few  exertions ;  this  bright  prospect  should  be  clouded  over,  and  this  great 
and  glorious  event  endangered  by  the  languor  of  too  many,  and  by  the  arts 
and  avarice  of  designing  individuals,  who,  like  the  British  nabobs  of  the  east, 
are  corrupting  the  manners  of  a  whole  nation,  and  building  vast  fortunes  on 
the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of  the  western  world. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  however*  that  the  wise  and  spirited  laws  of  the  different 
states,  aided  by  the  influence  and  exertions  of  the  real  patriots,  will  apply 
effectual  remedlies  to  these  alarming  evils ;  that  the  old  and  hardened  oKnd- 
tn  will  be  punished ;  Uiat  those  in  whose  bosoms  the  sparks  of  public  virtu<\ 
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are  not  jet  extinguished,  will  be  reclaimed,  the  langaid  nroaed  Iriii  tkt 
present  apathj ;  and  that  all  classes  of  men  will  unite  with  their  foraenpot 
and  virtue  against  an  enemy  \ihose  progress  is  marked  widi  every  Tei%i( 
barbarity,  and  whose  determined  object  is  to  establish  a  tjrtDDj  oftkeMi 
dangerous  and  debasing  nature  over  the  inhabitants  of  a  vastcoatioiit 

Congress  flatter  themselves  that  the  resolutions  herewith  traauitted  will 
tend  to  accomplish  some  of  these  valuable  purposes,  and  ihtjMmts- 
teem  it  their  duty  to  recommend  them  to  the  serious  considentia tfjNf 
honorable  house,  and  hope  they  will  be  carried  into  ezccutioiittSKRtij 
and  expeditiously  as  possible.  .  Byorder  of  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  December  22,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  11th,  and  one  of  the  22d,  from  Thomas  MQlle(»,bngi^ 
major,  to  gen.  Conway,  with  a  certificate  in  his  favor  from  lordStoGiigiB^ 

Sin.  Sullivan ;  a  letter  from  brigadier  de  Roche  Fennoy ;  one  fron  )l«^^ 
ermovan ;  two  from  the  chevalier  de  Bouchet ;  and  one  from  the  vm0^ 
de  Laumagne,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  November  29th,  from  gen.  R.  Howe,  at  Charlestsi,M- 
Carolina,  and  one  from  col.D.  Mason,  at  Williamsburg,  were  retd: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Mr.  Folsom,  a  member  from  New -Hampshire,  laid  before  Congreit^ 
ragraph  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  the  troops  from  that  state,  ^^^ 
under  gen.  Washington,  representing  the  distresses  of  the  siU  tnf  "^ 
want  of  clothing ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  paragraph,  together  with  the  remonstniueiil^ 
received  from  the  council  and  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  be  referd^' 
board  of  war.  , 

Resolved^  That  such  gold  and  silver  as  shall  be  received  in  cooief^* 
tiie  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  19th,  for  provisions  and  other  oecetf^ 
supplied  by  the  public  to  prisoners  in  the  power  of  the  United  Stittt^^ 
rica,  shall  l>e  forthwith  paid  into  the  continental  treasury,  subject  tt^''^ 
ture  order  of  Congress.  i 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereopom 

Ordered,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colon«  ^*v' 
his  pay,  he  to  be  accountable :  . 

lliat  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of  theloti^ 


the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  10,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Eliai  1^ 
commissary -general  of  prisoners,  on  applicatloB  of  the  board  of  ^ 
said  commissary -general  to  be  accountaole : 

That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  James  Armstrong  ^^^^^^ 
cruiting  two  independent  companies  to  be  under  his  command,  onfo^* 
stationed  at  Carlisle ;  the  said  major  Wilson  to  be  accountable: 

That  18S4  2-3  dollars  be  paid  to  ci^t.  John  F.  Mercer»  beiii|tkc 
of  bounty,  clothing,  and  blankets  due  to  53  non-commissioned  of^ 
privates  of  the  third  Virginia  regiment,  now  under,  the  command  d^ 
capt.  Mercer,  who  is  to  ht  accountable  for  this  sum. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee,  respecting  the 
of  a  French  legion,  be  postponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Deemher  33, 1777. 
A  letter,  of  the  8th,  and  one,  of  the  11th,  from  gen.  Gates;  otc. 
Mtb,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  witii  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  R.  P%ot  to  "^ 
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general  Bamjney  encloBed ;  one*  of  the  Sd,  from  col.  Gansevoort ;  one,  of 
the  89t|i  of  November,  from  £.  Hancock,  deputy  paj-master  general  in  the 
eastern  department,  with  a  monthly  return ;  one,  of  the  15th,  from  col. 
Mason,  at  Williamsburg ;  and  one,  of  the.l7th  of  October  last,  from  capt. 
J.  Kendrick,  at  Nantz ;  were  read : 

Qrdered,^  That  the  letter  from  gov.  Trumbull,  with  that  enclosed  from  R. 
Pigait,be  referred  to  the  committee  on  gen.  Heath's  letter : 

That  the  letter  from  col.  Gansevoort,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letters  from  £.  Hancock  and  col.  Mason,  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  treasury,  and  the  letter  from  J.  Kendrick  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

The  delegates  from  Virginia  laid  before  Congress  an  account  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  that  state  for  prisoners  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  24, 1777. 

A  memorial  from  lieutenant-colonel  Barton,  who  took  gen.  Prescot  prl« 
soner,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

R^lvedj  That  iieut.  col.  William  Barton,  on  account  of  his  enterprizing 
spirit,  and  hb  merit  in  takiae  major-gen.  Prescot  prisoner,  be  promoted 
to  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
he  be  recommended  to  gen.  Washington,  to  be  employed  in  such  services  ai 
he  may  deem  best  adapted  to  his  genius. 

The  delegates  of  Virginia  having  applied  for  an  advance  of  150,000  dol- 
lars to  their  state,  to  pay  for  goods  collected  and  seized  for  the  continental 
army,  in  consequence  of  a  recommendation  of  Coneress ; 

Application  being  also  made  by  the  delegates  of  New-Jersey,  for  an  ad-* 
vance  of  120,000  dollars  to  that  state ;  and  by  the  delegates  from  New- 
Hampshife  for  an  advance  of  150,000  dollars  to  their  state; 

Ordcrsd,  That  these  several  applications  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  600  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland  on  the 
application  of  Mr.  Rumsey,  one  of  the  said  delegates ;  that  state  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  15,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Isaac  Melchior,  barrack -master  general,  for 
the  use  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  forces  under  the  command  of  gen.  Gates,  or  the 
oommanding  officer  in  the  northern  department,  shall  be  paid  by  Jonathan 
IVnmbvU,  jun.  pay-master  in  the  northern  department. 

A  letter  from  the  president  of  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  delegates 
of  that  state,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four ;  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Mifflin,  by  his  proctor,  William  Lewis,  was  read, 
relative  to  the  brig  Sally,  captared  oy  Samuel  Champlin,  commander  of  the 
privateer,  American  Revenue,  condemned  in  the  court  of  admiralty  in  the 
state  of  North-Carolina,  alleging  that  the  condemnation  was  wnmmlly  ob- 
tained by  a  tortious  and  fraudulent  act  of  captain  Champlain,  and  praying 
the  privilege  of  an  appeal : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  memorial  from  Israel  Pemberton,  and  others,  to  the  Congress  and  exe- 
cutive council  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  pay  and  allowance  ought  to  be 
made  to  continental  flying-camp  and  militia  officers,  captivated  by  the 
enemy,  and  held  as  prisoners  or  admitted  to  return  home  on  parole,  brought 
in  a  report : 
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Ordered,  Thxt  the  coDBideration  thereofbepoatpODed. 

Rtiolved,  Thst  ■  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  CMndn 
ation  the  wants  of  the  armrj  and  the  letter  at  the  committee  latelj  mt  n 
camp,  directed  to  sen.  Washiiigtoii :  the  members  dioMn,  Hr.  Geirr,  Mi. 
J.  B.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Withcrapoon. 

The  Beveral  matters  to  this  Jar  referred,  b^ng  pM^Mtned, 

Adjourned  to  tea  o'clock,  on  Friday. 

FRIDAY,  Dteemhtr  86,  1777. 


to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  evacuation  of  llcondeniga  and  H«ai-Ii' 
dependence,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  general -officers  in  the  nw&mit- 
partment  at  the  time  of  the  eTacuation :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  \3m. 
Mr.  WitherSDHDon,  and  Hr.  fillerj. 

Resolved.'thaX  a  committee  of  three  be  apptnnted  to  devise  efectoilacai 
to  prevent  persons  disaffected  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States  fiMk- 
ing  employed  in  any  of  the  important  offices  thereof :  thcmembaitksts, 
Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  William  Lux,  was  read,  encloaing  t»Aif 
exchange  drawn  on  the  clothier-general  by  Raymond  Demere.  nat,  ia  bw 
of  John  Wright  SUnley,  for  156Sj  dollars,  dated  Savann^,  Nov.  lit,  IT*, 
and  the  other  of  the  same  date,  in  Eavor  of  Peter  Lavieo  &  C«.ti(£S^ 
dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  txeasarr. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  that  paaacri  bUiui  p- 
Heatii,  and  lieut  een.  Burgoyne,  relative  to  the  resolution  of  Coipa^ 
the  8th  Nov.  and  uie  letter  of  the  14th  Nov.  from  lieut.  gen.  Baipjw  ^ 
gen.  Gates,  brought  in  a.  report,  which  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  CongieK- 

Ramlvtd,  That  Congress  resolve  itself,  in  the  afternoon,  into  a  fMmt^ 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  foregoing  report. 

A  letter,  of  the  SSd,  and  one,  of  the  23d,  from  gen.  Wulungtsa.  *iB 
sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read  : 

Ordiendf  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  Bcikr 
chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Hr.  Harvie. 

Tuber  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
report  of  the  comniitt 
tween  gen.  Heath,  a 
Congress  of  the  8th  f 
lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne  i 
president  resumed  thi 
tee  have  had  under  co 


whole,  to  consider  far 
The  several  matter 
Adjourned  to  ten  o 

S 

A  letter,  of  the  SSd 

tte  rev.  Mr.  Israel  Ei 

Ordertd,  That  the 

A  Wmorial  from  b 
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(hdered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga*  &c. 

A  memorial  from  Mons.  de  la  Balroe,  y^as  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  Thomas  Gushing,  was  read,  enclosing  a  bill 
drawn  bj  him  on  Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  president  of  the  marine  committee, 
in  favor  of  Andrew  and  James  Caldwell,  for  13,359  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  the  rev.  Mr. Daniel  Batwell,  was  read,  setting  forth,  <*  that 
by  means  of  his  confinement,  he  is  languishing  under  a  dangerous  disorder," 
and  praying  "to  be  enlarged  on  parole,  or  on  giving  security,  or  both,  an 
indulffence  which  he  requests  for  tne  sake  of  his  private  affairs  and  tlie  re- 
estabRffhment  of  his  health  :" 

.  Also,  a  certificate  from  Dr.  Henry,  was  read,  testifyins;,  '*  tiiat  the  peti- 
tioner labors  under  a  complication  of  disorders,  and  that  clear  air  and  gentle 
exercise  are  absolutely  necessary  for  his  recovery :" 

Whereupon,  it  was  moved,  "  that  the  petitioner  be  allowed  to  go  to  his 
farm,  giving  his  parole  to  hold  no  correspondence  with  the  enemies  of  the 
UnitedStates,  nor  to  do  any  thing  whatever  to  the  prejudice  of  the  American 
cause,  there  to  remain  till  further  orders  ; 

PenMyhfoma,     Mr.  Roberdeau,  no  1  .. 

Ja».  Smith,  flyj*^'- 
rirgiiuot             Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  ^ 

Harvie,  ay  >  * 

JST.'CaroHna,       Mr.  Penn,  ay  > 

Harnett,  oyj*^ 

S,-CaroSnttj        Mr.  lAurena,  no  ^ 

Oeorgiot  Sir,  Wood,  n«  > 

Langvarthy,  no    ^^ 


JKVof'MampMldref  Mr.  Folaom,  no  1 

Frost,  no  $  "* 

JJoMo'f/l^ilay,  Mr.  Gerry,  no) 

,  Ixvell,  no/  no 

Dana,  no ) 

Rhode-Uland^      Mr.  Ellery  no  \  no 

CimnecHcHtt        Mr.  Dyer,  ay  ^ay 

C^*€»-Yark,  Mr.  Lewis,  no 


^ewnltney. 


Diier,  no  5"" 

Bfr.  'Wither8poon,ay5  .. 
Clark,   *^        noj*^- 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  the  rev.  Mr.  Batwell  should 
be  discharged  from  confinement,  on  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  state 
«>f  Pennsylvania ;  or,  on  his  refusal,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  go  with  his 
family  into  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  tlie  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  gen.  Conway,  on  account  of 
his  pay,  and  that  the  same  be  delivered  to  major  Mullen ;  gen.  Conway  to 
be  accountable : 

That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  rev.  John  Hurt,  on  account  of  his 
payas  chaplain  of  brigadier  Weedon's  brigade ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  60  dollars  be  paid  by  John  Gibson,  auditor-eeneraJ,  to  Francis  Min- 
nis,  lieutenant  in  captain  Lewis's  company  of  the  first  Virginia  regiment, 
commanded  by  col.  Hendricks,  for  which  sum  the  said  colonel  is  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them  trans- 
mitted to  Benjamin  Harrison,  jun.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  Virginia, 
for  the  use  of  bis  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of  the  loan-oifice 
in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  col.  W.  Buchanan,  coiqmissary- 
general  of  purchases,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department;  tne 
said  commissary-general  to  be  accountable :  * 

That  47,B13  25-90  dollars  be naid  to  Mons.  Rouilhac, indischai^  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Abraham  Livingston  and  William 
Vol.  n.  49 


S86  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  ITTY. 

TnrDbull.  dated  Boston  tiie  17th  of  Jane  Ust,  in  f&vor  oT  upt.  Pletn  de 
Campe,  for  value  received  of  JamM  Price,  in  sundry  merchuidiac  tar  |mUc 
service,  which  bill  is  directed  to  the  h on.  Robert  liforris,  churmu  tttk 
secret  committee  of  Congress,  and  for  parent,  to  apply  to  Jame*  UaK, 
clothier ;  for  vhich  sum  thu  siid  clothier-general  is  to  be  accoantaUe. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider &rtkr 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letters  that  passed  between  eia.  HaA 
and  lieutenant-general  fiurcoyne,  relative  to  the  resolutioD  of  Ctagmd 
the  8th  of  November,  and  the  letter  from  gen.  Burgojne  to  gen.  Gate,«f 
November  14th,  1777,  and,  after  some  tlm-,  the  president  regained  tk  dar, 
indHr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have  hid  under  tfaekMs 
consideration  the  report  to  them  referred,  and  have  co&ie  to  two  rcMlitiM 
thereon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  now  received  : 

The  resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  bdog  raad, 

Ordered,  lliat  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postpone*], 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  IhemberftQ,  1777- 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  and  two,  of  tiie  4th  of  November,  from  gencfil  i- 
Howe  atCharleston,  Sonth-Carolina,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  delentes  from  the  state  of  Virginia  laid  before  Congress  a  TtaU» 
of  the  twoliouses  of  the  general  assembly  of  that  commonwealth,  faitl 
December  12th,  1777,  empowering  any  two  of  their  delegates,  from  that  nv 
until  the  end  of  two  months'  after  the  expiration  of  that  sesaiou  of  tht^ 
neral  asaemblT,  to  represent  the  state  in  Congress. 

Saolvtd,  That  the  committee  on  the  letters  of  the  SSd  and  S3d  btmf 
neral  Washington,  be  discharged  ;  and  that  the  said  letters  be  coBDitttik 
the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  said  board,  in  conjunctina  with  Mr.  HtrWCi 
Mr.  Oerry  and  Mr.  Clark,  be  fully  empowered  to  take  the  necessary  luiaswH 
for  supplying  the  army  with  provisions  and  other  necessaries. 

A  letter  from  major  Dennis  John  du  Boucbet,  was  read,  whervin  be  R)R- 
sents,  that  his  bad  state  of  health  obliges  him  to  quit  the  service  and  R^n 
to  France,  and  praying  for  a  certificate  of  his  past  services  and  ^e  rcsssi' 
bis  return  to  France ;  ludmating,  at  the  same  time,  some  embarrassioeat  r^ 
regard  to  his  finances. 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him,  and  that  Itis  letterhff- 
ferred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  bror-*^'  ■ '■  ""■ 

Ordtrtdy  That  SOO  dollars  be  advan 
part  nf  his  demand  for  services  to  C 
countable : 

I  hat  30  44-90  dollars  be  paid  to  M 
charged  by  him  in  his  interest  account 
June  the  17th,  in  favor  of  captain  Pi 
chi^d  to  the  clothier-general : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Lawi 
in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  i 
missioners  of  accounts  for  the  eastern 
Tanced  to  him,  and  for  which  he  is  to 

That  SO^IIars  be  paid  to  Martin 
press  with  intelligence  to  Congress. 

Saolved,  That  the  several  coramiss 
of  the  United  States,  be  directed  to  pe 
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ficates»  that  are  or  majr  be  iswed  from  their  respective  offices,  taking  receipts 
and  making  returns  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TTTESDAY.  December  SO,  1777. 

The  marine  committee^  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  1 1th  from 
the  navj  board  at  Bordentown,  complaining  of  the  disrespect  and  ill  treatment 
which  one  of  the  said  board  lately  received  from  John  Barry»  commander  of 
the  frigate  Effingham,  brought  in  a  report  \  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  John  Barry  be  required  immediately  to  attend 
Congress,  to  answer  to  the  complaint  exhibited  against  him,  and  that  he  be  fur* 
nisbed  with  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  the  navy  board,  as  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  said  complaint. 

Whereas,  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  marine  service,  that  the  officers 
of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  of  America  should  pay  obedience  to  such 
orders  as  the  navy  boards  in  the  respective  departments  may  at  any  time 
^  find  necessary  to  give  them,  for  promoting  the  public  service ;  and  that  all 
the  officers  in  the  said  navy  should  treat  Uie  said  navy  boards  with  decency 
and  respect: 

Resolved,  That  the  navy  boards  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to 
suspend  any  officer  of  the  navy  within  their  respective  districts,  wh6  shall 
refuse  to  pay  obedience  to  such  orders  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  issue> 
or  who  snail  treat  them  with  indecency  and  disrespect :  and  the  said  navy 
boards  are  hereby  required  to  nve  immediate  notice  to  the  marine  committee 
of  any  such  suspension,  with  the  reasons  thereof. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  "  that  they  have  taken  into  consideration 
the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  held  on  board  the  ship  Lion, 
at  Bordentown,  in  New- Jersey,  for  the  trial  of  John  Steward,  master's  mate 
of  the  ship  Repulse,  and  James  Ledlie,  master  at  arms  of  the  said  ship,  and 
John  Pemberton,  armourer,  John  Campbell,  quarter-master,  and  Michael 
Tamey,  a  boy,  all  belonging  to  the  said  ship  Repulse ;  and  it  appearing  that 
the  criminals,  previous  to  the  offences  for  which  they  are  under  condemna- 
tion, had  behaved  themselves  as  became  their  stations,  and  no  positive  proof 
appearing  that  they  intended  to  desert  to  the  enemy ;  and  they  being  recom- 
mended as  proper  subjects  of  mercy,  it  is  their  opinion  that  they  be  par- 
doned, on  condition  they  will  inlist  to  serve  as  privates  in  the  navy  during 
the  war: 

Resolvedg  That  Congress  concur  wiUi  the  committee. 

Threjb  o'clock,  p.  M. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  inform  the  brave  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  continental  army,  now  in  camp,  that,  as  the  situation  of 
the  enemy  has  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  army  to  take  post  in  a  part  of 
the  country  not  provided  with  houses,  and  in  consequence  thereof  to  reside 
in  huts  ;  Congress  approving  of  their  soldierly  patience,  fidelity  and  zeal,  in 
the  cause  of  their  country,  nave  directed  one  month's  extraordinary  pay  to 
be  ^iven  to  each,  and  are  exerting  themselves  to  remedy  the  inconveniencies 
which  the  army  have  lately  experienced  from  the  defects  of  the  commissary's 
and  clothier's  depi^rtments :  •     • 

That,  after  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  the  commissary-aeneral  of  pur- 
chases be  directed,  from  time  to  time,  to  compute  the  cost  o?  each  part  of  a 
ration,  agreeably  to  the  prime  cost  of  the  articles  composing  the  same ;  and 
that  he  send  a  certificate  thereof  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  also  to  ti^e 
commissary -general  of  issues,  who  is  thereupon  directed  to  publish  the  same 
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to  the  issuing  commissaries,  to  be  by  them  observed,  in  lieu  of  the  estimate 
made  in  the  38th  article  of  die  commissary's  regulations,  passed  bj  Congress 
the  10th  of  June  last: 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  recommend  to  the  officers  of  the 
army  to  draw  such  a  part  of  their  rations  only  as  may  be  necessary  for  their 
respective  subsistence,  and  .to  receive  the  residue  thereof  in  money,  at  the 
estimated  cost  aforesaid,  until  the  difl^cuUies  arising  from  the  present  defi- 
ciency in  the  commissary's  department  shall  be  removed. 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  vested  in  gen.  Washington  by  the  resolutions 
of  the  17th  of  September  and  8th  of  October  last,  and  the  10th  inst.  be  ex- 
tended from  tiie  last  day  of  the  present  month  to  the  10th  day  of  April  next, 
unless  sooner  revoked  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  persons,  inhabitants  of  any  of  these  United  States,  who 
have  voluntarily  iniisted,  or  shall  so  inlist  with  or  join  the  enemy  of  the  said 
states,  and  have  been  or  shall  be  taken  in  arms,  be  confined  in  close  gaols, 
suMect  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  respective  states  to  which  they  belong,  to 
be  dealt  with  agreeably  to  the  laws  thereof,  and  tliat  the  commissary-general 
of  prisoners  and  his  deputies  be  directed,  from  time  to  time,  to  transmit  to 
the  respective  states  the  names  of  such  of  their  citizens  who  have  been  made' 
prisoners. 

A  letter  from  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy  was  read,  desiring  to  be  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  major-general ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy  be  informed  that  Congress  do 
not  think  it  expedient  to  promote  him  to  the  rank  he  solicits. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  appointing  an  adjutant-gene- 
ral in  the  room  of  col.  Pickering,  who  is  called  to  the  Iward  of  war. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Becemher^l,  1777. 

,A  letter  of  the  22d,  and  one  of  the  25th,  from  sov.  Livingston,  were  read. 
Application  being  made  by  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  for  five  field  pieces 
for  the  use  of  their  state. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Virginia,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  for  goods  collected  and  seized  for  the  continental  ar- 
my, in  consequence  of  a  recommendation  of  Congress ;  the  money  to  be  paid 
to  the  delegates,  and  the  state  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  William  Armstead,  commissioner  ot  the  loan -of- 
fice in  the  state  of  Vii^nia,  in  fayor  of  the  delegates  of  the  said  state,  for 
50,000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  foregoing  order:  the  said 
state  to  be  accountable  : 

That  20,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them  tranMiiitteA 
to  John  Smith,  esq.  county-lieutenant  of  Frederick,  in  tlie  state  of  Virginia, 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  building  barracks,  purchasing  provisions  for  pri- 
soners of  war  in  the  said  county,  and  the  guarcis  over  them,  and  also  for  pay- 
ing the  guards,  agreeably  to  tKe  letter  oi  October  SSd,  finym  his  excellency 
gov.  Henry  to  M.  WMUiam  Kennedy,  the  said  John  Smith  to  be  accountable*: 
,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Joseph  Borden,  commissioner  of  the  continental 
loan-office  in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  the  de- 
legates of  that  state,  for  the  use  of  the  said  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  5d98  dollars  be  paid  to  capt.  Williams,  in  the  North-Carolina  forces, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  officers  and  recruits  belonging  to  the  several 
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yiipDialMittalions,  under  the  coromaud  of  col.  John  Williams,  now  detain- 
ed in  York,  by  direction  of  the  board  of  war  ;  for  which  purpose  the  said  cap- 
tain WHliams  is  speciallv  appointed  pa;jr-master. 

Ordered^  That  capt.  Vv  illiams  forthwith  paj  olT  the  said  recruits,  accord- 
ing to  the  muster-rolls  attested  hj  gen.  Conway,  and  produce  receipts  from 
each  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  receiving  the  money,  specifying  the  regiment 
or  corps  to  which  they  belong,  to  be  transmitted  by  the  auditor-general  to  the 
pay-master  general,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  300,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  com- 
missary-general of  purchases,  for  the  use  of  the  middle  district ;  the  said  com- 
missary-general to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  for  200,000  dollars,  in 
favor  of  James  Mease,  clothier,  for  the  use  of  his  deputy,  Samuel  Alien  Otis, 
at  Boston  ;  the  said  clothier-general  to  be  accountable. 

Besolvtd,  That  the  clothier-general  be  directed  to  authorize  Samuel  A. 
Otis,  bis  depnty,  to  draw  bills  on  him  for  such  sums  as  shall  be  necessary  to 
answer  the  demands  on  Mr.  Otis  for  clothing,  which  cannot  be  discharged 
by  the  preceding  draught 

Whereas,  Samuel  A.  Otis,  deputy  clothier-eeneral  in  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, hath  signified  to  Congress,  that  nehath  contracted  with  sundry 
persons  in  me  said  state  for  a  large  quantity  of  clothing  for  the  use  of  the 
continental  troops,  at  the  most  extravagant  rate  of  10  to  IBOO  per  cent,  and 
that  some  of  the  holders  of  the  said  gooids  have  even  refused  to  deliver  him 
the  same  until  they  shall  receive  the  cash,  thereby  adding  to  extortion  the 
crime  of  wounding  the  public  credit  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  and  manifesting 
a  disposition  callous^to  the  feelings  of  humanity  and  untouched  by  the  se- 
vere sufferings  of  their  countrymen,  exposed  to  a  winter  campaign,  in  de^ 
fence  of  the  common  liberties  of  their  country : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  Mr.  Otis  be  directed  to  pay  only  for  such  of 
the  said  clothing  as  he  may  have  actually  received,  at  the  rate  for  which  he 
raaj  have  contracted  tor  such  clothing. 

Aestdredy  That  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislative  au* 
thority  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  immediately  to  take  and  seia^ 
the  residue  of  the  clothing  which  the  holders  thereof  have  refused  to  deliver 
to  the  said  Samuel  A.  Otis,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
20th  inst.  which  clothing  shall  be  paid  for  in  manner  and  at  the  rate  mentioned 
therein  and  not  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  the  pi*esident  write  to  the  president  of  the  council  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  in  the  terms  following : 

**  It  is  with  inexpressible  concern  that  Congress  learn  the  extortionate 
views  and  demands  of  the  proprietors  of  clothing  lately  purchased  or  at^ 
tempted  to  be  purchased  witnin  your  state  by  Mr.  Samuel  A.  Otis,  deputy 
elotfkier-^eneral,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  troops,  now  exposed  in  the 
field  to  the  severities  of  the  season ;  and  that  those  individuals  should  even 
add  to  the  crime  of  extortion  a  greater,  if  possible,  that  of  refusing  to  deliv- 
er the  goods  upon  the  credit  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  whereby  they 
Dot  only  wottn«l  the  public  credit,  but  in  all  probabilty  will  be  the  means  of 
watiy  brave  soldiers  perishing  in  the  field,  merely  for  want  of  necessary 
clothes. 

This  irrefragable  evidence  of  the  depravity  of  morals,  in  so  many  qf  the 
citizens  of  these  states,  is  a  most  alarming  circumstance;  and  if  the  several 
governments  do  not  speedily  exert  their  authority  effectually  to  suppress 
such  unheard  of  extortion,  it  will  unquestionably  issue,  and  at  no  very  dis- 
tant period,  in  the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of  this  continent*  Congress 
feel  tnemselves  obliged  to  sound  the  alarm,  however  distressing  it  may  be,  to 
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he  several  legislatures  of  these  states,  that  their  rerenoes  cunst  nifit 
such  astonishiog  extravagance.  Shall  we  then  tamely  see  oarMlTescsipd 
led,  by  the  wicked  conduct  of  some  of  the  citizens  of  theie  ftites,totk 
cruel  necessity  of  submitting  to  the  mercy  of  an  enraged  tjnnt? 

This  must,  however,  inevitablv  be  our  ftte  should  we  deltj  ifliiH' 
remedy  to  so  dangerous  an  evil.    Congress  have  jud(|;ed  it  imjasS] 
necessiu*y  to  come  into  the  resolutions  enclosed  hereiOy  tad  (toe  iii^/ 
transmitted  on  a  like  subject,  which  you  are  desired  immediateljtoii/^' 
fore  the  general  assembly  for  their  consideration,  who  are  reqimjft^ 
these  resolutions,  and  their  proceedings  thereon*  secret  tul  cvM  9^ 
execution." 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon* 
Resolved^  That  as  it  is  expedient  to  promote  a  speedy  refmtte"^ 
army,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  discipline  as  economy ;  and  teio^" 
officers  being  already  out  of  all  proportion  to  that  of  the  priviteti  i"^ 
further  emMrrassments  in  this  respect,  it  be  recommended  te  the  9^ 
ments  of  the  several  states,  to  suspend  filling  up  any  vacaocifiiii»^ 
spective  regiments,  until  they  shall  near  further  from  Congress  on ^^P 
A  motion  was  made  for  sending  a  committee  to  camp : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  iiMikat^ 
sen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Dyer.  ^_^ 

Beaolved,  That  the  appointment  of  an  adjutant-gen.  be  f'^'^^f^ft 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  de  Roche  rermoy;  oMi^^t^ 
of  November,  from  Nicholas  Gooke,  president  of  the  council  of  VJT 
state  of  Rhode-Island ;  and  one,  of  the  17th  inst.  from  Jeroiiib  ^ 
president  of  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  were  read. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  January  1,  1778. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  de  Yillefranche  vims  read,  ^^^^^v 
that  though  he  received  a  gratification  and  money  for  his  retnm  t* J^ 
yet,  upon  reconsideration,  ne  would  radierstay  in  this  country,  itf^^ 
be  employed  in  the  corps  of  engineers,  under  brigadierdu  PorWfl^ 
ciase  he  would  return  the  money  and  bill  of  exchange  granted  him;  ^^^^ 

Resolved,  That  the  chevalier  de  Yillefranche  be  appointed  iMJ*'' 
corps  of  engineers,  under  the  command  of  the  br^dier  dn  I'^'^^^ig 

An  extract  of  a  letter  from  major-eeneral  de  Kalb,  andaneaflv*' 
Lewis  Casimer,  baron  de  Holxender^  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  i^ 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  ^^^^'^ 
cember  last,  from  Thomas  Gushing,  esq.  with  a  tnll  of  ^^^^^''^^l^ 
report,  "  That,  in  their  opinion,  die  said  bill  ought  to  be  P>^.^  V?| 
on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  persons  in  whose  behalf  the  bill  ii"^' 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report  of  the  oommittee. 

Ordtred,  That  the  said  report,  with  the  bill  and  letter,  be  refen«^ " 
board  of  treasury* 

Resolvedj  Tliat  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order  die 
officers  of  the  continental  regiments,  now  in  camp,  to  make  ^^'^^^ 
the  soldiers  in  their  respective  regiments  to  the  pay-masters  thotA* 
vent  any  imposition  in  the  payment  of  the  one  month's  pay  exM 
which  Congress,  in  their  resolve  of  the  50th  of  December  iMt,  ^"^ 
to  be  given  to  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  trP/i 
count  of  their  soldierly  {nitience,  fidelity,  and  zeali  in  Mt6nSf  ^ 
pressed  in  the  said  resolve. 
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Thr£e  o'clock,  p.  M. 

A  petition  from  Daniel  Lush,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  Dec.  29th»  from  brigadier  Weedon,  was  read ; 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broneht  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  tiie  board  of  war,  to  be  by 
them  transmitted  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  iun.  pay-master  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, for  the  use  of  his  district,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable :' 

That  13,359  dollars  be  paid  to  John  Brown,  for  discharging  Thomas  Cush- 
ing's  bill  on  H.  Laurens,  esq.  president  of  the  marine  committee,  in  favor  of 
Andrew  and  James  Caldwetl,  &  Co.  dated  Boston,  Dec.  6th,  1777,  and  .ex- 
pressed to  be  for  the  use  of  tlie  continental  ships  building  in  Massachusetts^ 
bay ;  the  said  marine  committee  to  be  accountable : 

That  675  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Caldwell,  in  discharge  of  John  Ashe's 
two  bills  on  the  continental  treasurer,  dated  North-Carolina,  the  27th  of 
March  last,  in  favor  of  Francis  Brice,  one  for  9,75,  and  the  other  for  400  dollars ; 
the  state  of  North -Carolina  to  be  accountable,  and  the  sum  to  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  appropriated  for  the  use  of  that  state. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  second  resolution  passed  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  on  report  of  the  committee  on  lieu t.  gen.  Burgoyne's 
letters,  and,  sundry  amendments  being  made,  so  as  to  read  thus : 

'*  Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  embarkation  of  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  and 
the  troops  under  his  command,  be  suspended  till  a  distinct  and  explicit  ra- 
tification of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  shall  be  properly  notified  by  the 
court  of  Great-Britain." 

On  the  question  put,  to  agree  to  the  resolutions  as  amended ; 

JVWv-lKiiii^Atfv,  Mr.  Tdbova,  ag  ^ay 

Mdua^tUt'Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  ay^ 

Lovell,  ay>ay 


Dana,  noj 

Mhtde-Idand,     Mr.  EUeiy,  decUntdvoUng. 

Cormeeticttt,        Mr.  Dyer,  declined  wtting. 
Jfcw-Tork           Mr.  Lewis,  ^^  ^   v 

Duer,  ay  \  ^^ 

J^ew-Jeraey,        Mr.  Withergpoon,  ay  > 

Clark,  ay  >  ^ 


Pemuyhama,     Mr.  Roberdeaii,  ay 

J.  B.  Smith,  ayi 

Chngan,  oy  V 

Jas.  Smith,  ay 

Virgima,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  ay  I   .^ 

Harvie,  fM  J 

JV.-Carofifui,       Mr.  Harnett,  ay  ^ay 

S,-CainUna,        Mr.  Lauren^  ay  yay 

Georgia,  Mr.  Wood  ay  > 

Lang^orthy,  ay  >  ^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  passed  by  Congress,  and  the  report  on  which 
the  same  are  grounded,  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  appointing  auditors  of  ac« 
coonts  in  the  northern  and .  eastern  departments,  and  for  the  army  in  the 
middle  department. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  January  5,  1778. 

A  letter  from  Mons.  Laneuville ;  one,  of  this  day,  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bat- 
well;  one,  of  the  1st,  from  gen.  Washington  ;  one,  of  the  20th  of  December 
last,  from  gov.  Clinton,  of  the  state  of  New- York ;  and  one,  of  the  Sd,  from 
the  coanciland  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Batwell  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ; 
tiiat  the  letter  from  the  council  and  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Wither- 
spoon,  and  Mr.  Folsom. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Laneuville  be  referred  to  the  commit^ 
tee  on  foreign  applications. 
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OrderedTThai  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
TuTr  from  the  cheralier  de  Roche  Fennoy,  was  read : 
^"S  mt  t  be  ^felred  to  the  delegate.  V  M»^»««t^:B»J- 
grniret  having  no  farther  occaaion  for  the  aerri^  of  Esek  Hapkaj^. 
i»ho  on  the  22d  of  December.  1775.  was  appointed  commander » cWrf 

*)•»  flpct  fitted  out  by  the  naval  committee,       .     ,.     .       .  _      ^ . 

i?«ot«i!  That  the  said  Esek  Hopkins,  e«i.  be  dismiMed  fro»lk««« 

of  the  United  States. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Conmss  took  into  consideration  the  resolutions  agreed  to  in  a  e«wite 
of  the  Ke  and  the  6rst  resolution  being  amended  so  as  to  read. 
"  Tha^the  ;ha.^e  made  by  lieut.  gen  Burgovne.  n  h«  letter  i^g 
GatiVof  the  14th  of  Novf  of  a  breach  of  public  fa.th  on  ^V*^^^ 
ISS  is  not  warranted  by  the  just  construcUon  of  any  ^^le  rf4.» 
siaies,  ""^l  that  it  is  a  strong  indication  of  his  inteotim,JM«- 

a7usfg?S^ffif  fir  thathe  will  av\l  himself  of  such  prete^W^ 
loros  ju»i  8'"  ..  ^  •  -.jp«  to  diBeneaffc  himself  and  the  army  under lffl,« 
I'iwSnTth;  Vritd^tffi  United  StaUs ;  and  ^at*j«am^ 

k:oK  ♦K^Ip  .tates  have  had  in  h  s  personal  honor  is  hereby  desJiif^ 
'''iw!!.  rStiJJiSVided.a'nd  the  question  put  to  agr^tslfcetn 

first  rUuses.  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  .  ^.    ^  ^,  .li.  i^..' 

QueK^t^  W^  to  *»>«  '"*  <='"«•  ^'^-    ""*  *'*  ^'^  "^'^ 

Mt^tf-Sag.  Mr.  G«t>;  «"'»  •>•  "•  *"**• 

Loveli, 

Pana, 
Mh^de^TMland,  *  Mr.  FJkry, 
Cmmecti(Mt^       Mr.  Oyer, 
JVifw-rort,  Mr.  Lewia, 

Duer, 
^N-ew^emey,       Mr.  Witherspoon,  no 

Clark,  M 

go  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  ,   -      — ^ 

^e  second  resolution  was  read.  ?»<»  »"ndry  ^inendmeBte  tW^ 
Besolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postpwcd  oa 

""  Tl^Mveral  matters  to  tUs  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JimiUH^  S,  ir78.  \ 

A  letter,  of  the  15th  of  Dec.  from  Jonathan  Trnmbull.  juii.  J«|«""^ 

the  northern  department,  ''''8  ••\*«>' «»«=»»»*'«. "JIT^'l^Sli^ 
Appleton,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  stoteof  MiJii«"' 
Bay.  dated  Oct.  1 6th.  \777.  returned  for  want  of  pay: 

drierei.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.  ^^ 

Setter  of  the  rth  of  Dec.  from  P.  Colt,  esq.  at  Borton.  "<  "-*"'S 
leihKeSme  month,  from  him  at  New-Have,  both  ducted  toW.i- 
anan, commissary-general  of purdiases,  ««•  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  «»•  b«|ro  ff  ^^j„_ 
A  letter;  of  Dec.  26th.  from  the  navy-bowd,  at  Bordentowi. 
papers  enclosed,  reSBecting  the  conduct  of  l«»t- H«^'  *" ' 
K-dered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  BMmne  committee. 
Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  authorized  to  appoint  sa 
of  aids-de-camp,  as  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  judge  pecesaaiy, 
choice  of  regimeBtal  officers  fisr  that  purpose,  rf  he  ™i» to  pnpi 
:n  tarttiff  ri>antiitiong  of  Conffress  to  the  Contrary  natwioiattiwwg' 


Jaa.  Soil^ 
nrshtU^  Mr.  F.  L-  Loe, 

llwvic, 

A'.-Csrofino,  Mr.  Hamett,  «' 
S.-CaroStui,  Vb.ljtxatm,  fl 
Gnrgia,  Mr.  'Wood,  «fl, 

LBagwwA;.  if] 
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t  

Three  o'olook,  P.  M. 

CoDgress  resomed  the  consideration  of  the  report  under  debate  this  morn- 
inz ;  whereupon, 

lintolvidt  Timt the  sum  of  10  dollars  shall  be  paid  by  everj  officer,  and  the 
sum  of  four  dollars  bj  every  soldier,  who  shall  enter,  or  be  sent  into  any  hos- 
pital to  be  cured  of  tne  venereal  disease ;  which  sums  shall  be  deducted  out 
of  their  paj,  and  an  account  thereof  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  physician  or 
surgeon  who  shall  have  attended  them,  to  the  regimental  pay -master  for  that 
purpose ;  the  money  so  arising  to  be  paid  to  the  director-general,  or  his  or- 
der, to  be  appropriated  to  the  purchasing  blankets  and  shirts  for  the  use  of 
sick  soldiers  m  the  hospital. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  to  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  James  Wilkinson,  esq.  was  elected. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th  Dec.  Jast,  from  the  council  of  N.  York,  to  the  dele- 
gates of  that  state  in  Congress,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re^rred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  J.  Smith  and  Mr.  Roberdeau. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  cer- 
tain propositions,  &c.  Whereiipon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Heath  be  directed  to  order  the  deputy  quarter-mas- 
ter general  in  the  eastern  department,  forthwith  to  provide  1000  good  bell- 
tents,  and  send  them  to  the  army  under  the  copimand  of  gen.  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  the  six  first  paragraphs  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
M'bule  Congress,  and  that  the  consideration  of  the  last  para8;raph  be  postponed. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  Congress 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  it  appears,  by  a  return  made  to  the  board  of  treasury,  from  the 
managers  of  the  tottery  of  the  United  States,  that  the  invasion  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  by  the  enemy  has  obstructed  this  business,  and  produced 
consideranle  delays  in  the  sale  of  tlie  tickets,  in  so  much,  that  the  number 
vet  remaining  on  nand,  renders  it  necessary  once  more  to  postpone  the  draw- 
ing ;  and  whereas.  Congress  being  desirous,  as  far  as  possible^  to  fulfil  the 
expectations  of  the  adventurers,  think  it  proper  to  give  them  the  fullest 
assurance,  that,  at  the  time  herein  proposed,  the  managers  are  to  proceed 
on  tliis  business  without  further  delay : 

Resolved,  That  the  drawing  of  the  first  class  of  the  lottery  mentioned* 
be  postponed  to  tlie  1st  day  of  May  next,  at  which  time  the  managers  are 
directed  to  proceed  therein,  and  complete  it  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  that  all 
the  tickets,  then  unsold,  shall  be  the  property  and  at  the  risque  of  the 
United  States; 

'That  half  per  centum  upon  the  amount  of  tickets  sold  be  allowed  to  the 
persons  employed  by  the  managers,  or  by  tiie  several  states  to  sell  tickets,  in 
lien  of  the  encouragement  given  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  30th 
November,  1776. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  7, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  £0th  of  December  last,  from  general  Spencer,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  the  president  and  council  of  Pennsylvaniib  was 
read. 
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Resolved^  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Israel  Evaos  be  appointed  chaplain  tobrigi- 
dier  Poor's  brigade. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  certain  propomticma  cootiiiMdki 
letter  from  the  committee  lately  sent  to  camp,  dated  White-Marsh,  Oecca- 
ber  10th,  1777,  and  directed  to  gen.  Washington,  brought  in  a  repert,  witd 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  tlie  alimMB. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant-ffeneral,  in  fknaisf 
col.  Pickering,  who  is  called  to  the  board  of  war,  and  £e  ballots  beii{tiUi> 
col.  Alexander  Scamdiel  was  unaoimousljr  elected. 

Thrkb  o'clock,  p.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  bitraght  in  a  report ;  Wherenpen, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  warrants  issue  in  favor  of  BUur  Mdenidia 
and  James  Caldwell,  for  the  payment  of  a  quantity  of  salt-petre,  iil^t 
and  lead,  amountineto  61,719  30-90  dollars,  purchasecl  of  themfaj^te^ 
of  war  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  delivered  toLMivd 
Jarvis,  esq.  at  Dartmouth,  the  25th  of  November  last ;  for  which  lie  wil*- 
Jarvis  is  to  be  accountable,  viz. 

One  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  iKstektf 
Pennsylvania,  for  47,000  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  loan-offiee  certiical^te' 
ingdate  November  25th,  1777,  as  per  agreement ;  and  one  on  the  treuHer 
for  14,719  30-90  dollars. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  ^  fn^ 
positions,  and,  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  two  first  paragraphs  be  fn^f^ 
to  Wednesday  next,  and  the  rest  of  the  report  tillr  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  ot  auditors  be  farther  postponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  teh  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  January  6.  1773. 

A  letter  of  the  4th,  from  E.  Blaine,  deputy  commissary,  and  ^gyt,A^ 
day,  from  W.  Buchanan,  commissary-general  of  purchases,  ware  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  six :  the  membcndMi^ 
Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  tlark,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  nd  Jt 
Clingan. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  gov. 
and  Dr.  Rush,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  ci 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  TTiat  the  clethter-jgeneral  be  directed  to  deliver  to  __  ^ 
the  director-8;eneral  as  much  linen  and  as  many  blankets  as  cms  kit**"- 
to  be  retained  in  the  hospital  for  the  use  of  the  sick : 

That  the  clothier-general  be  directed  to  supply  ^e  eoavalcaceafa  ^ 
necessary  clothing,  in  order  that,  when  properly  recovered,  they  msjj^ 
the  arnyr : 

'  That  a  member  of  Congress  be  appointed  to  visit  die  hospitals  ib  AeBr 
die  department :  tiie  member  chosen,  Mr.  Penn. 

Resolved^  That  a  recommendation  be  sent  to  the  clergy  of  all 
tions  in  the  middle  district,  to  solicit  charitable  denatioBS  of  w< 
linens,  made  or  unmade,  for  the  sick  soldiers  in  the  hospital ;  asd  to 
sam«  to  the  board  of  war,  or  any  hospital,  as  may  be  most  cooveincBt- 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Shippen  and  Dr.  ^sh  bedireoted  to  atteoii  '^ 
on  the  26th  day  of  January  inst  to  be  examined  touchii^  certain 
to  prevail  in  the  hospital .  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  tiie  report  be  postponed  •• 
afternoon. 
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Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the 
bcMird  of  treasury  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emission  directed  on  the  Sd  day  of  December  last,  be  numbered  from 
the  last  number  of  each  respective  denomination  of  that  emission  progres- 
sively, and  consist  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


1^84  bills  of  the  denominAtion 

of  SdoUan  46^152 

15,384   do.  of  4    do.  61,536 

15,384   do.  of  5    do.  76,920 

15,384   do.  of  6    do.  92,304 

15,384   do.  of  7    do.  107,688 


15,385  bills  of  the  denomination 

of  2doIlarB  30,770 

15,385   do.  of  8    do.  123.080 

15,385   do.  Qf30    do.  461,550 


1,000,000 


That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  and  of  the  inspectors 
of  the  press,  signers,  and  printers  of  the  said  emission,  directed  on  the  £Oth 
day  of  May  last,  shall  extend  to  the  said  one  million  to  be  emitted,  subject, 
however,  to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  the  board  of  treasury  may 
judge  expedient. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  18th  of 
November  last  from  the  navy-board  in  the  eastern  department,  brought  in  a 
report;  Whereupon, 

^  Resolved^  That,  considering  the  necessity  of  the  case,  the  encouragement 
given  by  the  said  board,  to  man  the  ship  Providence,  be  approved : 

That  the  bounties  given  to  seamen  by  the  jresoive  of  Congress  of  the  29th. 
of  March,  1777,  is  not  to  be  stopped  out  of  their  wages,  but  deducted  from 
their  prize  money,  where  anv  future  prize  money  is  obtained : 

That  the  said  navy  board  oe  supplied  with  a  number  of  blank  commissions, 
and  that  they  bq  empowered  to  grant  commissions  to  officers  not  above  the 
rank  ot  lieutenants,  where  vacancies  may  happen,  and  the  eood  of  the  service 
absolutely  requires  that  they  should  be  immediately  filled,  but  not  otherwise : 

That  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  be  direct^  to  eive  an  order 
upon  the  late  commissary,  J.  TrumnuU,  for  500  bushels  of  salt,  in  favor  of 
the  navv  board  in  the  eastern  department,  unless  they  should  be  already  pro- 
vided therewith. 

Rtsolved^  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  postponed* 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  letters  that  passed  between  ^neral  Heath  and  lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne,  to  general  Gates,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  took  in  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  read  just  be- 
fore the  adjournment  this  morning,  whicn  was  as  foUuws: 

"<  That  they  have  considered,  with  mature  attention,  the  convention  en- 
tered into  at  Saratoga  betwixt  major-general  Gates  and  lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne,  in  October  last,  and  find  numbers  of  tlie  cartouch  boxes,'  and 
several  other  articles  of  military  accoutrements,  annexed  to  the  persons  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  in  general  Burgoyne's  army, 
have  not  been  delivered  up,  and  that,  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  the  technical  interpretation  of  the  word  ^'  arms,''  they  ought  to  have 
been  delivered  up : 

This  opinion  is  warranted  not  only  by  the  judgment  of  the  most  approved 
writers,  but  by  the  interpretation  and  practice  of  British  officers  in  similar 
cases  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  particularly  in  the  capitulation  of 
St.  John's  on  the  2d  of  November,  \775x 

Your  committee  farther  report,  that  there  are  so  many  other  circumstances 
attending  the  delivery  of  die  arms  and  military  stores,  which  excite  strong 
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Thkbe  o'olock,  p.  M. 

The  committee  OD  the  treuur;  brought  in  a  report,  which  wasmd.ahet' 
upon  CongreBB  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  the  iBBuing-commisur;  who  wis  stationed  at  Port-MN^aactT: 
has  deserted  to  the  enemj,  bj  which  circumstance,  the  officers,  atdat  fail, 
have  not  had  it  in  their  power  to  receive  pay  for  their  bacL^mticH  Ar  wtat 
of  proper  certificates ;  therefore, 

Baolved,  That  the  ptj-master  general,  orhisdeputr,  be  ^ndritipf 
t)ie  said  back,  rations,  on  an  account  thereof  being  exhibited  oa  otA  haj 
of  the  sud  officers  to  brigadier  Clinton,  or  the  commandiiigafica.Mlt 
warrant  drawn  by  him  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  Thomas  Harwood,  esq.  amMS- 
■ioner  of  the  continental  loan-ofGce  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  in  knmi 
Stephen  Steward,  for  6000  dollars  advanced  him  on  account  of  ^cmmb' 
cial  committee,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

The  delentes  from  Massachusetts- Bay  laid  before  Congress  a  riwWw 
of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  respecting  the  powers  of  their  del«*>'i 
Congress,  which  was  read  as  follows : 

"State  of  Massachusetts -Bat,  In  the  House  ot  RKPSEsmunK. 

December  IS,  i777. 

Whereas  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  John  AdaBS,UK 
Treat  Paine,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Francis  Dana,  and  James  Lovell,  eM|iili^ 
been  chosen,  byjoint  ballot  of  the  two  houses  of  this  assembly,  tor^c^ 
the  state  aforesaid,  in  the  American  Congress,  for  one  year,  to  tamaa 
on  the  Istdayof  January  nest  ensuing: 

Resolved,  That  the  above  named  gentlemen  be,  and  they  ho^  b. 
fully  empowered,  with  other  delegates  from  tiie  American  states  fr^ 
term  above  mentioned,  to  concert,  direct  and  order  such  fiirther  aovs 
as  to  them  shall  appear  beat  calculated  for  the  establishment  of  right,BKV 
and  independence  to  the  American  states,  upon  a  basis  permanent  and  v^ 
for  prosecuting  widi  vigour  the  present  just  and  necessary  war,  taschAf 
peace,  contracting  alliances,  regulating  commerce,  and  nardiag  ^^^■ 
encroachment  and  machinations  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  Ststei.i' 
to  adjourn  to  such  times  and  places  as  shall  appear  moat  condacivc  i*A^ 
public  safety  and  advantage :  and,  it  is  further  resolved,  that  not  los^ 
three  of  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen  shall  make  a  represeatatiaBtf  ^ 
State ;  the  majority  of  those  present,  after  consultation,  to  |^tc  At^ 
of  the  state,  notwiuis  tan  ding  it  is  expected  that  five  of  them  wilti*^* 
generally  as  may  be.     Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

"J.  WARREN,  Bj^- 
*'In  Counoii.,  Deeewher  IS,  1777.    Read  and  concurred, 

"JOHN  AVERY,  iJe^ntfy  Stantv}-'' 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  general  Washington,  with  copies  of  letttnV- 
tween  faim  and  general  Conway,  were  i 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  t 

A  letter  of  the  lath  of  Dec.  last,  fr 

'Ilie  several  matters  to  this  day  ref 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 

THURSDAY,  Ji 

A  letter,  of  the  S8th  of  December  la 
Port-Pitt,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the 

A  letter,  of  the  16th  of  December  lasi 
vrasread: 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1778. 


397 


Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the 
board  of  treasury  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emission  directed  on  the  Sd  day  of  December  last,  be  numbered  from 
the  last  number  of  each  respective  denomination  of  that  emission  progres- 
siyely,  and  consist  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


1^84  bills  of  the  denomination 

of  3  dollars  46,152 

15,384   do.  of  4    do.  61,536 

15,384   do.  of  5    do.  76,920 

15,384   do.  of  6    do.  92,304 

15,384   do.  of  7    do.  107,688 


15,385  bills  of  the  denomination 

of  2  dollars  30,770 

15,385   do.  of  8    do.  123,080 

15,385    do.  of  30    do.  461,550 


1,000,000 


Hiat  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  and  of  the  inspectors 
of  the  press,  signers,  and  printers  of  the  said  emission,  directed  on  the  20th 
day  of  May  last,  shall  extend  to  the  said  one  million  to  be  emitted,  subject, 
however,  to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  the  board  of  treasury  may 
judge  expedient. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  18th  of 
November  last  from  the  navy-board  in  the  eastern  department,  brought  in  a 
report;  Whereupon, 

^  Resolved^  That,  considering  the  necessity  of  the  case,  the  encouragement 
given  by  the  said  board,  to  man  the  ship  Providence,  be  approved : 

That  the  bounties  given  to  seamen  by  the  j-esolve  of  Congress  of  the  29th 
of  March,  1777,  is  not  to  be  stopped  out  of  their  wages,  but  deducted  from 
their  prize  money,  where  any  future  prize  money  is  obtained : 

Thftt  the  said  navy  board  be  supplied  with  a  number  of  blank  commissions, 
and  that  they  bQ  empowered  to  ^nt  commissions  to  officers  not  above  the 
rank  ot  lieutenants,  where  vacancies  may  happen,  and  the  good  of  the  service 
absolutely  requires  that  they  should  be  immediately  filled,  but  not  otherwise: 

That  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  be  directed  to  give  an  order 
upon  the  late  commissary,  J.  TrumDull,  for  500  bushels  of  salt,  in  favor  of 
the  navv  board  in  the  eastern  department,  unless  they  should  be  already  pro- 
vided therewith. 

Besolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  letters  that  passed  between  ^neral  Heath  and  lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne,  to  general  Gates,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  took  in  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  read  just  be- 
fore the  adjournment  this  morning,  which  was  as  follows : 

'*  That  they  have  considered,  with  mature  attention,  the  convention  en- 
tered into  at  Saratoga  betwixt  ma^or-general  Gates  and  lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne,  in  October  last,  and  find  numbers  of  the  cartouch  boxes,'  and 
several  other  articles  of  military  accoutrements,  annexed  to  the  persons  of 
the  noB-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  in  general  Burgoyne's  army, 
have  not  been  delivered  up,  and  that,  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  the  conven- 
tioD,  and  the  technical  interpretation  of  the  word  ^'  arms,^'  they  ought  to  have 
been  delivered  up : 

This  opinion  is  warranted  not  only  by  the  judgment  of  the  most  approved 
vrriters,  but  by  the  interpretation  and  practice  of  British  officers  in  similar 
cases  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  particularly  in  the  capitulation  of 
St.  John's  on  the  2d  of  November,  1775: 

Your  committee  farther  report,  that  there  are  so  many  other  circumstancefl 
attending  the  delivery  of  the  arms  and  military  stores,  which  excite  strong 
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suspicions,  that  the  conventiua  has  not  been  strictly  coraplicd  wiUi  toil 
part  of  ^neral  Burgoyne.  agreeably  to  its  true  spirit  and  intcotiwaf  if 
contracting  pkrties,  &nd  an  man;  instances  of  fornier  fraud  in  fbc  CMdm 
of  our  enemies,  as  to  justify  Congress,  howerer  cautions,  to  avouleTu  itt 
suspicion  ol'  want  of  good  fitith,  in  taking  every  measure  for  ttaiiMg  At 
perfonnfince  of  the  convention,  wlitch  did  not  impose  an^  new  cudtiiHaar 
tend  to  (leUy  its  execation.  Of  this  nature  tout  committee  con«dHtkRM- 
lution  of  Congress  of  the  tjth  of  November  last,  directing  geaeni  Haft  *  to 
cnuse  to  be  taken  down,  the  naroe  and  rank  of  every  commissiMKi  Aer, 
and  the  name,  furmer  place  of  abode,  occupation,  size,  age,  andilaaifaH 
of  every  non-com  missioned  officer  and  private  soldier,  aad  all  otbcrfMl 
comprcnended  in  the  coijventioD  of  Saratoga." 

This  cannot  be  considered  as  imposing  any  new  conditian,  bst  niwi' 
sure  naturally  resulting  from  the  articles  of  convention,  which  thecn^ 
ing  party  has  a  right  to  avail  itself  of,  and  which  is  atricU;  jnttifiiUt,  U 
no  just  suspicion  of  the  want  of  good  faith  in  the  party  surrendering  |nin^ 
itself.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  reasons,  which  gatmiBu- 
goyne  adduces  for  refusing  a  compliance,  are  iaappticable  to  SeoKiaJ 
they  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  he  is  totally  mistaken  in.  hta  aj)^  V  ^ 
conduct  of  sir  Guy  Cirleton  and  himself  with  respect  to  the  [mii«W  re- 
leased from  Canada  in  August,  I7~6 :  for,  notwithstanding  Ini  Ktfoi  ! 
declaration  to  the  contrary  in  his  letierof  the  23d  of  November  tafttopft 
Heath,  it  appears  from  the  original  listof  the  prisoners  released  frwaCnn 
which  is  herewith  presented,  the  provinces,  counties,  and  towas,  to^wi 
the  prisoners  released  that  belonged,  were  annexed  to  their  ity»* 
names,  which,  fur  the  greater  security  of  the  conquering  partr,  wenai' 
hand-writing  of  the  respective  prisoners.  Your  committee.  ttwreCmiC* 
not  but  consider  general  Burgoyne's  refusal  to  give  descriplivc  lisbif  ^ 
non-commissioned  oiiiccrs  and  soldiers  belon^ng  to  his  army,  when  taM^ 
ed  with  his  former  conduct  and  ill-grounded  assertion  on  this  m  i  iM  T 
an  alarming  point  of  view  ;  more  especially  when  they  consider,  tbata> 
days  previous  tu  this  refusal,  lie  had,  withoutjust  cause  given,  decUreia> 
letter  to  general  Gates,  that  the  public  faith,  plighted  in  the  coniialiw* . 
Saratoga,  was  broken  on  the  part  of  these  states : 

'llils  charge  of  a  breach  of  public  faith  is  of  a  most  serious  natan  f^ 
nant  with  alarming  consequences,  and  deserves  greater  attention,  as  it  as* 
dropped  in  a  hasty  expression,  dictated  bj  sudden  passion,  bat  ia  deft** 
as  a  deliberate  act  of  judgment,  committed  to  writing,  and  sentto  dnf>*^ 
with  whom  he  made  the  convention ;  and  if  credit  is  to  be  given  ^iff^ 
Hui^oyne's  account  of  himself  in  his  letter  to  general  Heath  of  fc*** 
November,  he  cannot  be  considered  "of  so  light  a  character  as  to  hn*^ 
in  a  serious  matter  of  state  upon  a  sudden  impression."  ^^  . 

The  reason  on  which  be  grounds  this  chai^  u,  that  the  offic««  iaM* 
in  the  convention,  have  not  since  dieir  arrival  in  MassachasetU-Bayi^l 
accommodated  with  quarters  agreeab 
your  committee  beg  leave  to  observe, 
expected  arri\-Bl  of  so  large  a  body  of 
and  near  Boston,  the  devastation  and 
army,  not  long  since-  blocked  up  in  t 
which  besieged  them  ;  and  considerin 
rated  from  their  men,  and  that  the  tro 
convenience  in  any  otiier  place  within 
in  the  convention,  as  there  are  not  a 
other  part  of  that  state ;  though  from  I 
cumstancEs,  the  accommodation  of  gei 
be  such  as  tlie  public  could  wish  or  Be 
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the  pablic  faith,  on  this  accouDt,  is  not  ivarranted  either  by  the  letter  of  the 
prebminarj  articles  agreed  on  between  himself  and  gen.  Uates,  on  the  1 4th 
daj  of  October*  or  bj  the  spirit  of  the  convention,  signed  on  the  16th  of  the 
flame  moath;  since,  bj  an  examination  of  these  articles,  it  will  appear,  that 
the  stipulation,  with  respect  to  the  (juarterins  of  officers,  was  not  to  be  con- 
strued in  that  rigorous  sense  in  which  gen.  Burgojne  aifects  to  consider  it; 
iiut,  on  the  concur,  that  it  was  "  agreed  to  as  far  as  circumstances  would 
admit" 

Your  committee  forbear  to  lay  anj  stress  on  the  attempt  of  the  enemy  to 
alter  the  place  of  embarkation  from  the  port  of  Boston  to  that  of  Rhode* 
Island  or  the  sound  so  contiguous  to  the  port  of  New-York,  which,  as  well  as 
that  of  Rhode-Island,  is  at  present  in  their  possession ;  on  the  seemingly  in- 
adequate number  of  vessels  (beingonly  S6  transports  sent  to  Rhode-Island, 
as  appears  in  a  letter  from  ^a.  I^igot  to  gen.  Burgoyue,  dated  the  5th  of 
December)  for  an  army  consisting  of  564S  men,  in  a  winter's  voyage  to  Eu- 
rope ;  oron  the  improbability  of  the  enemy's  being  able,  on  so  short  a  notice, 
to  victual  such  a  fleet  and  army  for  a  voyage  of  suph  length ;  since  the  de- 
claration of  lieut  sen.  Burgoyne,  **  that  the  public  faith  is  broke,"  is  of  itself 
sufficient  to  justify  Congress  in  takine  every  measure  for  securing  the  per- 
formance of  the  convention,  which  the  laws  of  nations,  in  consequence  of 
this  conduct,  will  warrant. 

These  facts  and  opinions,  your  committee,  in  a  matter  of  such  high  moment 
to  the  honor  and  safety  of  these  states,  esteem  it  their  duty  to  report  spe- 
cially ;  and  considering  that  gen.  Burgoyne  has  not  fully  complied  with  the 
convention  of  Saratoga,  particularly  in  not  delivering  up  the  cartouch-boxes 
and  accoutrements ;  that  he  has  expressly,  and  without  just  foundation, 
chained  these  states  with  a  breach  of  public  faith ;  that,  in  consequence  of  * 
tliis  declaration,  whilst  ill  our  power,  he  may  deem  himself,  and  the  army  un- 
der him,  absolved  from  their  compact,  and  may,  therefore,  have  refused  com- 
pliance  with  a  measure  naturally  resulting  from  the  convention,  and  which 
only  tended  to  render  his  officers  and  men  insecure  in  case  the  convention, 
on  their  part,  was  not  complied  with ;  considering,  farther,  that,  from  the 
distance  between  America  and  Great-Britain,  there  is  no  opportunity  of  ac- 
commodating this  dispute  in  any  reasonable  period  of  time  with  the  sover- 
eign of  the  state,  in  behalf  of  which  this  convention  was  made,  and  that  the 
operations  of  gen.  Burgoync's  army  in  America  would  not  only  defeat  the  main 
ooject  of  the  convention,  but  prove  highly  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  these 
states ;  your  committee  submit  the  whole  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
in  order  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  are  consistent  with  the  safety 
and  honor  of  die  United  States." 

Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Besolvea,  lliat  as  many  of  the  cartouch-boxes  and  several  other  articles 
of  military  accoutrements,  annexed  to  the  persons  of  the  non-commissioned  . 
officers  and  soldiers,  included  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  have  not  been 
delirered  up,  the  convention,  on  the  part  of  the  British  army,  has  not  been 
strictly  complied  with ; 


Mia99a*^U9-Baif  Mr.  Dana, 

Lovell, 


Bkode-Itfand, 
Connecticut, 


PenmyhamOt 


llT.  EUery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 


declined  votttiffA  Virginia^ 


! 


ou 


fio  >no 
no}7U 

ay . 

Mr.  IVitheTspooniayV  .. 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  aif 

J.  B.  Smith,  ay 

Clingan,  ay 

J.Smith,  ay^ 

Sq  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 


«J 


^.•Carolina, 

S^-CaroSnOf 

Georgia, 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Harvie, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr  Langpvorthy,  ay 

"Wood,  ny 


oy 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay  >ay 


div. 


ay 


ay 
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Resolved,  That  the  refusal  of  Heat.  gen.  Baivoyne  to  give  deacriptWe  lists 
of  the  noD-commissioDed  officers  and  privates  Detongine  to  his  arniv,  subse- 
quent to  his  declaration  that  the  public  faith  was  broKe,  is  considered  bj 
Congress  in  an  alarming  point  of  view;  since  a  compliance  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  Conf!;re8s  could  only  have  been  prejudicial  to  that  annj  in  case  of  an 
infraction  of  the  convention  on  their  part. 

Resolvedj  Thaf  the  charge  made  bj  lieut  gen.  Borgoyne,  in  his  letter  to 
major-gen.  Gates,  of  the  14th  of  November,  of  a  breach  of  the  pablic  &ith 
on  the  part  of  these  states,  is  not  warranted  by  the  just  construction  of  any 
article  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga;  that  it  is  a  strong  indication  of  his 
intention;  and  affords  just  ground  of  fear,  that  he  will  avail  himself  of  suck 
pretended  breach  of  the  convention,  in  order  to  disengage  himself,  and  tiie 
army  under  him,  of  the  obligation  they  are  under  to  these  United  States; 
and  that  the  security,  which  these  states  have  had  in  his  personal  honor,  is 
hereby  destroyed. 

Besolveds  therefore,  That  tiie  embarkation  of  lieut.  gen.  Buigoyne,  and 
the  troops  under  his  commandj  be  suspended  till  a  distinct  and  explicit  ra- 
tification of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  shall  be  properly  notified  by  tlie 
court  of  Great-Britain  to  Congress. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  9,  1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Baynton,  pay-master 
at  Fort-Pitt,  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  in  the  western  department;  the 
said  sum  to  be  delivered  to  major  Ewing,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  said  pay- 
master, who  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Harwood,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan- 
ofiice  ip  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  6492  66-90  dollars,  in  favor  of  Gnorvlon  8t 
Patton,  saddlers,  in  dischaive  of  col.  George  Baylor's  order  of  the  27th  of 
Dec.  last,  for  that  sum,  in  tneir  favor,  for  eauipping  his  regiment  of  lig^t 
driigoons ;  the  said  col.  Baylor  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  cbnsideration  the  letter  of  the  2d, 
from  the  council  and  assembly  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  William  Buchanan, 
'Commissary -general,  and  £•  Blaine,  deputy  commissary-general  of  purchases, 
brought  in  li  report,  which  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Confess  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  propositions  of  the  committee  lately  sent  to 
camp,  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chur, 
and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  reported,  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress  have 
had  under  consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but,  not  having  come 
to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  consider  farther  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  proposition 
from  the  committee  lately  sent  to  camp. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  January  10,  1778, 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  and  28th  of  Dec.  from  brigadier  Hand,  at  Fort-Pitt, 
to  the  board  of  war ;  and  one,  of  the  9th,  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay -master  gen. 
to  the  board  of  treasury»  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  reao : 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  u*om  gen.  Washin^on,  at  Valley-Forge,  was  read,  re* 
commending  major  Clark  to  th^  notice  ot  Congress : 


JOURNAXiS  OF  CONOapS,  irrs.  401 


Ordered^  That  the  letters  from  gen.  Washiogton  and  brigadier  Hand,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war* 

Bisoived,  That  his  excellency  gov.  Henry  be  requested  to  enquire  of  Ga- 
briel Jones  and  John  Walker,  esqrs,  two  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
repair,  without  delay,  to  Fort-Pitt,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  20th  of 
Norember  last,  whether  they  accept  the  appointment,  and  if  they,  or  either  of 
them,  decline,  to  appoint  a  proper  person  or  persons  in  his  or  their  stead, 
who  shall  enter  on  the  business  without  delay. 

Congress  proceeded,  to  the  election  of  two  auditors  to  audit  and  settle  the 
public  accounts  in  the  main  anny,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Matthew 
Clarkson  and  John  Clark,  esors*  were  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  W.  Palfrey  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treasary. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  M'^hereupoo, 

Ordered,  That  S76  45-90  dollars  be  advancecl  to  John  Penn,  esq.  dele- 
gate from  tiie  state  of  North -Carolina,  and  charged  to  the  said  state,  as  part 
of  the  500,000  dollars,  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  said  state : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  auditor-general,  for  500  dollars,  in 
favor  of  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  general,  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

Tha  40  dollars  be  paid  to  Moqs.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  Chaplain,  for  his 
pay  due  this  day : 

Fbat  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  capt.  William  Scott,  for  the  pay,  and  to 

Eurchaae  blankets  for  the  use  of  his  company,  belonging  to  one  of  the  16 
attalions,  commanded  by  col.  Thruston ;  the  said  capt.  Scott  to  be  ac- 
countable* 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  to  whdm  was  referred  the  motion  for  appointing  a  commit- 
tee of  Con^ss  to  repair  to  camp,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration,  and,  tnereupon.  Congress  cume  to  the  following  resolution :  • 

Whereas,  it  is  essential  to  the  promotion  of  good  discipline  and  economy 
in  the  army  of  these  states,  that  the  roost  speedy  and  effectual  measures 
should  be  adopted  for  reducing  the  number  of  regiments  in  the  continental 
service,  and  for  reforming  the  abuses  which  have  too  long  prevailed  in  the 
different  departments  belonging  to  the  army : 

Rw^lvtd,  That  three  members  of  Conj;ress,  togetlier  with  three  members 
of  the  board  of  war,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  repair  to  gen.  M^ashington's 
head-quarters,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and,  in  concert  with  him,  to  form  and  ex- 
ecute a  plan  for  reducing  the  number  of  battalions  in  the  continental  ser- 
vice, reporting  to  Congress  the  names  and  ranks  of  such  oflScers  of  merit 
now  in  the  service  as  cannot  t>e  annexed  to  the  battalions  retained  on  the 
establishment,  taking  particular  care  in  the  appointment  of  officers  to  these 
battalions  not  to  annex  officers  belonging  to  one  state,  to'the  battalions  raised 
by  another  state ;  to  recommend  to  Congress  the  necessary  appointments  of 
general  officers ;  to  remove  officers  in  the  civil  departments  of  th  army  for 
misconduct,  negligence,  or  incompetency,  and  to  appoint  others  in  their 
room,  till  the  pleasure  of  Congress  can  be  known ;  to  remove  all  just  causes 
of  complaint  relative  to  rank,  confining  it  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  milita- 
ry line ;  to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  appointing  brigade  instead  of 
regimental  chaplains,  and  also  to  remove  from  office  any  chaplain  for  ie- 
norance  or  negligence  in  the  duties  of  his  office  or  f6r  immoral  conduct ;  to 
determine,  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  Congress,  their  opinion  of  the  ne- 
sessary  reinforcements  for  the  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  and  the  best 
mode  of  obtaining  them ;  to  report  such  alterations  as  they  shall  deem  expe- 
dient in  the  regulations  of  the  several  departments,  and,  in  general,  to  adopt 
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Beaolved,  That  the  refutal  of  lient.  gen.  Buvorne  to  |in  dacriffotb 
of  thenon-commiaBioDed  officers  and  miTitcs  DelQnsiiu  to  hit  tniT,  ii» 
queot  to  hit  declaratioo  that  the  pnblic  faith  wat  brou,  ii  u«nM^ 
UoDgireas  in  an  alarming  point  of  view;  since  a  compliuKCvi&fttn*^ 
tion  of  Cont^BB  could  only  have  been  prqadicial  to  tiiatanij  aaitia 
iofraction  of  the  convention  on  their  part. 

Resoloid,  Thaf  the  charge  made  hj  lienLgen.  BumjnciBhikOk 
majar-gen.  GateB,  of  the  14th  of  November,  of  a  breuh  of  At  ftcbi 
on  the  part  of  th^  states,  iB  not  warranted  by  the  joBt  cwutntM^u; 
article  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga;  that  it  u  a  strong  indicatii^H 
intention ;  and  aGTorda  just  ground  of  fear,  that  be  will  avail  hiudiJi^ 
pretended  breach  of  the  convention,  in  order  to  disengage  tia^  ti* 
armj  unHer  him,  of  the  obUgation  they  are  under  to  thete  CnittJ  !U): 
and  that  the  security,  which  these  states  have  had  in  his  ptriHilkw.i 
hereby  destroved. 

Suolved,  tnerefore.  That  tiie  embarkation  of  lieat.  gen-SnpjK* 
the  troops  under  his  cammand,  be  BQBpended  till  a  distinct  *^^'''^ 
tification  of  the  convention  of  Sarati^  shall  be  property  mtm'.'* 
court  of  Great' Britain  to  Congreas. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Jamars  9,  1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Wherrtpn. 

Ordered,  That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Baynhn,  fi^^f 
at  Fort-Pitt,  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  in  the  weBtem  depsrW*  " 
said  sum  to  be  delivered  to  major  Ewiog,  to  be  conveyed  IoAcm'I^ 
master,  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Harwood,  esq.  commii8iii«r°'^  ' 
office  in  the  slate  of  Maryland,  for  6492  66-90  dollars,  in  fitorofe*' 
Pattoo,  saddlers,  in  diBcharge  of  col.  George  Baylor's  order^tki' 
Dec.  last,  for  that  sum,  in  ueir  favor,  for  equipping  hit  r^inral*' 
dragoons ;  the  said  cot.  Baylor  to  be  accountable. 

'rhe  committee  appmnted  to  take  into  consideration  tiie  lettKa* 
from  the  council  and  assembly  of  tiie  state  of  Pennsytvanit,  bmgH"^ 
port,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  uhom  were  referred  (he  letters  from  Williia  W* 
commissary -genera  I,  and  E.  Blaine,  deputy  commissary -gencnlt'f''^ 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M.  . 

Concress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole.to  «■■*»  J 
port  of  the  committee  on  the  propositions  of  the  committee  l**^*^ 

camp,  and,  after  some  time  sper'  "■ "■ ;j— *  —» Ji»W 

and  Mr.  F.  L.  I^e,  reported,  th 
had  under  consideration  themal 
to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  t 

Stnlced,  That  to-morrow,  C 
whole,  to  consider  farther  the 
from  the  committee  lately  sent  i 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-v 

SATURDA 

A  letter,  of  the  24tb,  and  S8tl 
to  the  board  of  war ;  and  one,  of 
to  the  board  of  treasury,  were  li 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gen. 
commending  major  Clark  to  ^  i 
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Resolvedt  That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  Marjland  be  desired 
forthwith  to  take  measures  for  securing  the  said  salt  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  cause  the  same,  without  delay, to  be  delivered  to  the  commissa- 
ry-general of  purchases*  or  anv  of  his  deputies  ;  and  in  case  the  information 
given  to  Congress  should  be  illfoundcd,  and  that  the  cargo  above-mentioned 
should  be  bonajide  the  property  of  any  faithful  citizen  of  these  states,  or  of 
any  foreigner,  that  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  Maryland  be  de- 
sired to  seize  the  same,  as  well  as  all  other  quantities  of  salt,  and  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  delivered,  agreeably  to  the  directions  above  mentioned. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  January  13,  1778. 

A  letter  from  Mons.  de  la  Balme ;  one,  of  the  ISth  of  December  last,  from 
colonel  la  Radiere,  with  a  memorial  from  the  same ;  one,  of  the  6th  of  Decem- 
ber, from  banm  Steuben,  at  Portsmouth,  in  New- Hampshire,  with  sundry 
letters,  recommending  him  to  Congress  ;  one  of  the  10th  inst.  from  James 
Mease,  at  Lancaster ;  one,  of  the  1 8th  of  December,  from  lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell,  a  prisoner  at  Concord,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts- Bay ;  one  of 
the  1  rth,  ana  one  of  the  25th  of  December  last,  from  general  Heath ;  also« 
one  of  the  4th,  one  of  the  5th,  and  one  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Washington ; 
and  one  of  the  10th,  from  capt  Barry,  attending  in  York-town,  were  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  irom  Mons.  de  la  Balme,  the  letter  and  memo- 
rial from  colonel  Radiere,  the  letter  from  lieutenant-col.  Campbell,  and  the 
letter  of  the  5th,  and  that  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Washington,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Mease  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and 
the  letter  from  captain  Barry  to  the  marine  committee. 

Whereas,  the  declaration  of  lieutenant-gen.  Burgo  vne,  in  his  letter  of  the 
14th  of  November  last,  to  major-gen.  Gates,  "  that  tne  public  faith  is  broke 
on  the  part  of  these  states,  and  other  reasons  set  forth  in  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  of  the  8th  of  January  inst.  compelled  Congress  to  adopt  measures 
for  securing  the  performance  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  on  the  part  of  the 
court  of  Great-Britain,  whereby  the  embarkation  of  lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne's  army  has  been  necessarily  suspended ;  and  whereas,  the  subsistence 
of  that  armyl  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  is  not  only  extremely  bur- 
thensome  to  these  states,  but  tends  greatly  to  distress  tlie  inhabitants  of  the 
country  wherein  they  are  quartered,  and  it  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
justice,  that  tiiese  states  should  suffer  inconveniences  from  the  conduct  of 
lieutenant-gen.  Burgoyne,  which  could  not  be  foreseen  at  the  time  when  the 
convention  of  Saratoga  was  entered  into : 

Resolved^  That  general  Washington  be  directed  again  to  require  of  gene- 
ral Howe  proper  passports  for  vessels  to  transport  to  Boston,  salted  meat, 
flour,  and  rael,  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  lieutenant-jg;eueral  Burgoyne's 
army,  during  the  time  they  shall  be  necessarily  detained  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts- Bay,  in  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  8th 
of  January  instant,  and  that  general  Howe  be  informed,  that  in  case  of  his 
refusal  to  comply  with  this  just  request,  these  states  will  not  deem  themselves 
answerable  for  subsisting  general  Burgovne's  army,  agreeably  to  the  terms 
of  the  convention  of  Saratoga ;  but  shall  think  themselves  at  liberty  to  re- 
move or  separate  the  said  army,  to  such  parts  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  as  they  nuiy  be  conveniently  subsisted  in,  till  the  convention  of  Sara- 
toga shall  be  ratified  by  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  and  properly  notified  to 
Congress. 

Three  o'oclock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  Whereupon, 
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such  other  meuures  as  they  shall  judge  uecesury  for  intredKU{NiM| 
and  promoting  discipline  and  good  morals  in  the  tnaji  the  ncaniif  (^ 
gre^a  chosen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Polsom. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jammry  12,  1778. 

The  president  laid  before  Congress  a  packet  contsininE  W|fn 
which  he  infonned  Congress  he  received  jesterdsy  from  a  Mn  Hp,'k' 
says  he  was  sent  by  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  nithdespatchtttiui^' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dana  and  the  board  of  war  examine  thewdMihl- 
ger  respecting  thi§  packet. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  three  members  of  the  tari'"' 
to  join  the  three  members  of  Congress,  and  proceed  to  camp  fortkiq* 
meotianed  in  the  resolution  passed  on  Satorday,  and,  the  ballots  M^lits 
major- general  Gates,  major-gen.  Miffiin,  and  col.  Pickering,  wendtO^ 

Resolved,  That  another  member  of  Congresa  be  added  tote^^ 
committee :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Harvie. 

A  letter,  of  the  lOtfa,  from  Samuel  and  Robert  Purrianct,  tti>*^ 
was  read. 

Trkeb  o'clock,  p.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  J.  Folger  remectincAedq^  | 
with  which  he  was  charged  by  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  wdM^^ 
gresB  his  examination,  reduced  to  writing,  which  was  read  ;  ^^^^"^  , 

Ordered,  That  the  president  inform  governor  Caswell,  of  ?i«***  I 
na,  of  the  purport  of  the  aaid  examination,  and  request  him  to  ciiV* 
peraooB  who  came  over  in  the  vessel  with  J.  Folger,  and  infona  C**  i 
every  circumstance  that  may  come  to  his  knowl^ge  respecting 4it' 
patches: 

That  theboardofwar  be  directed  to  confine  the  said  John  Tolpi** 

frison,  tilt  advice  can  be  received  from  gov.  Caswell,  or  till  firBa''' 
roin  Congress.  ^' 

Bewlvea,  That  copies  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  ">•  }|'^u 
passed  between  gen.  Heath  and  gen.  Bun^yne,  and  general  ^1*^ 
ter  to  gen.  Gates,  t(ffi;ether  with  the  resolutions  of  Congress  tlhM«*'r 
by  the  president,  andatteated  by  the  secretary,  be  transmitted  to  ^^fv 
states,  to  gen.  Washington,  and  two  copies  to  major-general  Ht*^^ 
directed  to  furnish  lieu  ten  ant -gen.  Burgdyne  with  one  of  them,  u^ 
the  vessels  which  may  have  arrived,  or  which  shall  arrive,  for  ^^ffjC 
tion  of  the  army  under  lieutenant-general  Burgoynei  to  quit,  «ilP^' 
the  port  of  Boston.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  council  "f  m.™<*«.^(b.r..  h.  rMnMtt(»1 
general  Heath  the  necessary  a 
placed  over  the  troops  of  gen 
per,  of  1500  or  more,  and  tha 
enemy  shall  have  left  the  p< 
council  shall  judge  necessary. 

WhereaB,  Congress  have  re 
avlvania-Farmer  is  arrived  al 
the  property  of  Mr.  Gerardus 
but  now  with  the  enemy  in  th 
gates  representing  the  state  i 
of  Congress,  that  proper  mea 
whereas  the  public  service  wi 
expeditious  measures  arc  not 
tiie  United  States : 
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Resolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  Maryland  be  desired- 
forthwith  to  take  measures  for  securing  the  said  salt  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  cause  the  same»  without  delay,  to  be  delivered  to  the  commissa- 
ry-general of  purchases,  or  any  of  his  deputies  ;  and  in  case  the  information 
given  to  Congress  should  be  ill  founded,  and  that  the  cargo  above-mentioned 
should  be  bona  fide  the  property  of  any  faithful  citizen  of  these  states,  or  of 
any  foreigner,  that  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  Maryland  be  de- 
sired to  seize  the  same,  as  well  as  all  other  quantities  of  salt,  and  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  delivered,  asreeably  to  the  directions  above  mentioned. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  January  13,  1778. 

A  letter  from  Mons.  de  la  Balme ;  one,  of  the  ISth  of  December  last,  from 
colonel  la  Radiere,  with  a  memorial  from  the  same ;  one,  of  the  6th  of  Decem- 
ber, from  baron  Steuben,  at  Portsmouth,  in  New- Hampshire,  with  sundry 
letters,  recommending  him  to  Congress  $  one  of  the  10th  inst.  from  James 
Mease,  at  Lancaster ;  one,  of  tlie  18th  of  December,  from  lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell,  a  prisoner  at  Concord,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  one  of 
the  17th,  ana  one  of  the  25th  of  December  last,  from  general  Heath ;  also, 
one  of  the  4th,  one  of  the  5th,  and  one  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Washington ; 
and  one  of  the  10th,  from  capt  Barry,  attending  in  York-town,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  irom  Mons.  de  la  Balme,  the  letter  and  memo- 
rial from  colonel  Radiere,  the  letter  from  lieutenant-col.  Campbell,  and  the 
letter  of  the  5th,  and  that  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Washington,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Mease  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and 
the  letter  from  captain  Barry  to  the  marine  committee. 

Whereas,  the  declaration  of  lieutenant-gen.  Burgovne,  in  his  letter  of  the 
14th  of  November  last,  to  major-gen.  Gates,  "  that  tne  public  faith  is  broke 
on  the  part  of  these  states,  and  other  reasons  set  forth  m  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  of  the  8th  of  January  inst.  compelled  Congress  to  adopt  measures 
for  securing  the  performance  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  on  the  part  of  the 
court  of  Great-Britain,  whereby  the  embarkation  of  lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyoe's  army  has  been  necessarily  suspended ;  and  whereas,  the  subsistence 
of  that  army,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  is  not  only  extremely  bur- 
thensome  to  these  states,  but  tends  greatly  to  distress  tlie  inhabitants  of  the 
country  wherein  they  are  quartered,  and  it  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
justice,  that  these  states  should  suffer  inconveniences  from  the  conduct  of 
lieutenant-gen.  Burgoyne,  which  could  not  be  foreseen  at  the  time  when  the 
convention  of  Saratoga  was  entered  into : 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  again  to  require  of  gene- 
ral Howe  proper  passports  for  vessels  to  transport  to  Boston,  salted  meat, 
floor,  and  rael,  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  lieutenant-jgeueral  Burgoy ne's 
auiny,  during  the  time  they  shall  be  necessarily  detained  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts- Bay,  in  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  8th 
of  January  instant,  and  that  general  Howe  be  informed,  that  in  case  of  his 
refusal  to  comply  with  this  just  request,  these  states  will  not  deem  themselves 
answerable  for  subsisting  general  Burgovne's  army,  agreeably  to  the  terms 
of  the  convention  of  Saratoga ;  but  shall  think  themselves  at  liberty  to  re- 
move or  separate  the  said  army,  to  such  parts  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  as  they  may  be  conveniently  subsisted  in,  till  the  convention  of  Sara- 
toga shall  be  ratified  by  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  and  properly  notified  to 
Congress. 

Three  o'oclock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report^  which  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  Whereupon, 
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order  William  Bedlow,  liig  MgiBtant, »t  PMkakiU,  to  p»y  »p  tf>e tnwpittw 
to  the  31tt  of  December  last ;  and  that  Jonathan  Tmmmill,  jsn.  tsij.dcpn 
pay-master  general,  be  directed  to  pa^  from  that  time,  all  the  inoptnie 
the  command  of  anr  officer  or  officers  in  the  northern  departtneo^  m  Mt 
ofNew-Yoric: 

That  the  pay- master  general  be  empowered  to  appoint  an  aiaaliiiliiliii 
office,  and  a  clerk  for  six  months,  in  addition  to  one  «l^etd}^e^lpl•7tl  bf  te: 

That  70  dollars  a  month,  atul  tvo  rations  a  day,  be  hereafter  dml  te 
each  acsiatant,  and  50  dollars  a  month  to  each  clerk,  in  the  office  rftkpr- 
master  or  deputy  pay -master  general. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  SOtii  ff  Dm*- 
ber  IVom  general  Spencer,  brought  in  a  report ;  Wherenpon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  states  of  Ncv-Hn^ 
shire,  Massachusetts -Bay,  Rhode-Island,  and  Connecticnt,  imBeAtil^a 
Aimish,  Bbd  keep  np  constantly  in  the  state  of  Rhode'laland  and  Prwitef 
Plantations,  for  the  defence  ofthesald  state,  their  several  qiiotai^n«s> 
as  adjusted  by  the  resolalion  of  a  committee  from  the  said  stafeiadne 
state  of  New-Vork,  which  met  at  Springfield, the  SOth  of  Jnlj  lut: 

That  a  deputy  quarter-master  general.a  deputy  adjutant-geaenl,ihfrt* 
muster- master  general,  and  a  deputy  commissarr-^neral  of  istnt*,  te  if- 
pointed  to  act,  pro  temporr,  for  the  troops  aforesaid:  that  the  deMtroa- 
missary-generarof  isBues  be  appointed  by  the  council  of  waroflMd^i' 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations ;  that  the  d^mtj  quantT^axr 
general,  deputy  adjutant-general,  and  deputy  moster-masler  giswtifc 
appointed  by  theoffacer  commanding  at  that  puat;  and  that  each  of  ^1r- 
goiog  officers  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  office  required  before  thtyota  i 
upon  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices :  I 

Thatgeneral  Spencer,  or  the  commander  of  the  forces  aformid,li<i- 
formed,  that  if  provisions  cannot  be  procured  at  reasonable  nte^  aik 
shall  be  obliged  to  impress  them,  he  shall  direct  certificates  to  bcgAMi  I 
promising  payment  at  such  rates  as  shall  t>e' settled  by  the  axmaim* 
committees  to  meet  at  New-Haven,  the  15th  instant,  in  porsnasce  afan*  I 
lution  of  Congress  of  the  S&l  of  November  last ;  and  that  this  resilMia  ' 
have  retrospect  as  to  all  accounts  not  liquidated  for  provisioBs  vsviie 
supplied  or  perfiimed  to  the  1st  day  of  November,  which  are  toheia'' j 
the  convention  prices,  and  all  other  unliquidated  accounts  for  senWi ' 

I)roviuons  supplied  or  perfonned  since  that  period  to  the  date  af  SiH>^ 
ution,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  prices  for  which  they  are  contracted.  , 

Eeaolvtd,  That  seneral  Spencer's  resignation,  for  Ac  reasons  (i*'^ 
him  in  his  letter olthe  20th  of  December, be  accepted,  when  he  tf  hi n- 
liered  from  his  present  command  by  a  suitable  officer  of  the  rank  sf  IwiF'  | 
general,  who  is  to  be  immediately  sent  to  take  the  command  o'"*"" 
rusedfor  the  defence  of  the  state  of  S 

Resolved,  That  such  parts  of  the 
money,  be  referred  to  the  board  ol 
allowance  as  in  a  separate  departmt 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to- mom 

WEDNESDAY 

Retolved,  That  two  members  be  a 
trasinessof  the  board  nf  war,  till  the 
can  meet :  the  members  chosen.  Id 

Conn-eas  took  into  considctation 
from  w.  Buchanan,  and  E.  Blaine  j 

Bmolced,  That  the  orxler  of  the  i 
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cicnt  voucher  to  the  commissar j,  or  deputy  commissary -general  of  purchases, 
for  the  delitrery  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  of  war. 

JResolved,  Inat  bj  the  resolution  of  the  22d  of  October,  1777,  the  com- 
missarj-general  of  purchases  is  invested  with  powers  adequate  to^  and  suf* 
ficient  for,  the  purpose  of  importing  salt  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  and  directions  contained  in  the  resolution 
aforesaid,  forprocurinff  salt,  be  extended  to  the  article  of  rum  for  the  army* 

Ordered,  lliat  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  till  the 
afternoon. 

Three  o'clooKi  P<  M. 

Sesolved,  That  the  board  of  war  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be 
requested  to  import  from  the  middle  or  southefn  department  15,000  barrels 
of  flour,  to  supply  the  magazines  of  the  eastern  district  for  the  next  cam- 
paign, over  and  above  what  may  be  imported  by  the  deputy  commissary- 
general  of  purchases  for  that  purpose ;  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  deputy 
commissary'-general  of  issues  or  his  deputies,  there  to  be  deposited  agreeably 
to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  in  that  district,  and  that  compensa- 
tion be  made  to  the  board  for  their  trouble  herem : 

That  the  said  board  be  empowered  to  purchas'ie,  charter  or  hire  on  freight, 
as  tiiey  mav  judge  most  for  the  interest  of  these  states,  vessels  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  draw  on  Congress  for  the  money  to  purchase  the  flour,  or  on  W. 
Aylett,  esq.  deputy  commissary-general  of  purchases  in  Virginia,  for  so 
much  of  the  flour  as  they  may  order  to  be  snipped  from  Virginia ;  that  if 
the  whole  auantity  of  flour  cannot  be  readily  obtained,  the  board  be  empow- 
ered to  make  up  the  deficiency  by  importing  rice  from  8outh -Carolina. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  commissioner 
of  the  loan-ofiice  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  favor  of  the  said 
board  of  war,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  commissioners  of  claims  report, 

That  there  is  due  to  Dr.  John  Houston,  for  his  and  his  assistant's  nay, 
while  tibey  acted  in  a  battalion  of  York  county  associators,  commanded  by 
col.  Donaldson,  as  per  brigadier  Mercer's  orders  to  R.  Dallam,  pay-master. 
63  45-90  dollars: 

To  the  hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  for  the  cfkpenses  of  a  committee  of  Congress, 
sent  to  the  assembly  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  on  public  business,  1^7 
39-90  dollars : 

To  the  hon.  Elbridge  Oerrv,  for  the  expenses  of  himself  and  Mr.  Jones 
on  a  committee  to  confer  with  gen.  Washington,  145  78-90  dollars : 

To  capt.  Ephraim  Pennington,  for  the  pay  of  a  detachment  of  York  coun- 
ty militia,  raised  for  tiie  purpose  of  guarding  public  stores  in  the  town  of 
York,  by  order  of  the  board  of  war,  646  67-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Whereas  baron  Steuben,  a  lieutenant-general  in  foreign  service,  has,  in  a 
moet  disinterested  and  heroic  manner,  o£ered  his  services  to  these  states  in 
the  quality  of  a  volunteer : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  present  the  thanks  of  Congress,  in  behalf 
of  these  United  States,  to  baron  Steuben,  for  the  zeal  he  has  shewn  for  the 
cause  of  America,  and  the  disinterested  tender  he  has  been  pleased  to  make 
of  his  military  talents ;  and  inform  him,  that  Congress  cheerfully  accept  of 
his  service  as  a  volunteer  in  the  army  of  these  states,  and  wish  him  to  repair 
to  sen.  Washington's  quarters  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letters  from  W.  Buchanan  and  E.  Blaine ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  commissarv-eeneral  of  purchases  be  apfiointed 
for  the  middle  district,  in  addition  to  E.  Blaine,  and  tliat  the  commissary- 
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general  of  purchiieB,  after  conaulling  with  Mr.  Blaioe,  be  directed  to  ut^ 
the  part  of  the  district  in  which  the  additional  deputy  cwmnuanrj-geied 
■hall  act. 

Betolved,  That  the  comraisury'B  sratembe  referred  to  a  committee  (Ttktt, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  revue  Uie  aame.  and  to  report  sach  thnliaH 
theretnastheyshall  deem  best  calculated  to  answer  the  end  of  its  uitilatM : 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Clark.  Hr.  J.  B.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Gerrj. 

Betolvtd,  That  geo.  Heath  be  directed  to  appropriate  t»  tMwif  tbe 
troops  in  the  continental  serrice,  and  of  the  prisoners  in  the  easteniDvt, 
Buch  of  the  salted  provisiont  there,  belonging  to  the  United  Stalc^acH- 
not  be  preserved  for  the  next  campaign. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  repiHrt ;  WliereapoD, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commiaaioacr  of  the  IouhAcc  ■ 
thestateof  Maryland,  for  10,000  dollars  in  favor  ol  the  marine  coBBiOHttt 
answer  a  demand  made  by  Samuel  and  Robert  Punriance.  contifieatal  igeu 
in  Baltimore ;  the  said  committee  to  he  accountable ; 

Aesolvcd,  That  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  geaco'ifiic 
eastern  district,  be  directed  to  appoint,  forthwidi,  an  assistant  Mr-MiHri 
constantly  to  attend  and  pay  the  army  stationed  i&  or  near  Pruiirin.hr 
t)ie  defence  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  a[^Tii|tt  be- 
gress,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  necessary  supplies  of  money  for  the  nat,  taA 
that  the  commanding  ofiicer  in  the  said  state  be  fully  empowered  u  An  n 
tlie  said  assistant  pay-master  for  the  necessary  supplies  of  the  aiB}  A^^ 
•aid. 

Ordered,  That  SSO.ODO  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  ofwar,  rfibi 
they  are  to  transmit  100,000  dollars  to  Ebeoezer  Hancock,  depoty  fj*^ 
ter  general  at  Boston,  and  330,000  dollars  to  his  assisUnt,  id  the  itattf 
ShiKde-Islanil  and  Providence  Plantations ;  the  said  Ebeoezer  Hancscl  a^ 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  and  to  be  accountable  for  the  wbtlci*- 

Ordtred,  That  700,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  titt^ 
them  transmitted,  500,000  dollars  to  William  Palfrey,  pay-master  M» 
and  300,000  dollars  to  William  Bedlow,  his  assistant,  at  PeekskiU;  tteal 
pay-master  general  to  be  accountable. 

Rtaolved,  That  gen.  Heath  be  informed,  it  ia  the  intentioa  of  Caii^ 
that  officers  in  the  departments  of  tbe  commissary,  quarter-master,  v^ 
thier-general,  should  receive  the  money  required  bv  them  to  make  the  MM- 
sary  purchases,  by  applying  to  the  officers  at  the  head  of  the  iiyil'* 
de|Mrtment8,  and  that  he  make  no  advances  in  future  to  any  of  AM** 
les  it  shall  be  absolutely  necessary,  in  which  case,  he  is  to  infoi^  '^j^ 
of  treasury  of  the  sums  advanced,  and  the  particular  circumstaoc*'** 
case. 

Orderrd,  That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Paling.  p9«^ 
general,  for  the  use  of  the  North -Carolina  light-horse ;  the  said  paj-aflBi 
general  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-raorrow.  , 

THURSDAY.  Jr "   ^"^  ' 

jBesoIved,  That  a  committee  of  thn 
tioD  the  state  of  Geoipa:  the  men^ 
Lee  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

The  committee  appointed,  in  conju 
into  consideration  the  necessity  and 
provisions  for  the  army,  brougM  in  a 
and  sundry  amendments  made  ;  after 

In  lieu  of  the  whole,  "That  the  boi 
diately  to  the  president  of  tbe  executi 
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nia  on  the  subject  of  purchasing  flour  for  the  arnij,  and  laying  up  maga- 
zines, and  if  it  should  appear,  that  the  said  state  have  taken  eftectual  measures 
for  procuring  the  same,  that  the  board  of  war  direct  the  transportation 
thereof  to  the  armj,  or  such  magazines  as  thej  may  think  proper ;  but,  if 
such  measures  have  not  been  taken  for  that  purpose,  as  the  board  of  war 
may  think  will  be  certain  and  effectual,  then  the  board  of  war  to  appoint 
suitable  persons  to  execute  that  business." 


JVl'Batnpehire^  Mr.  Folsoin, 

Frost, 
Mcuaa^tU-Bay,  Mr.  Geny, 

Dana, 

Lovell, 
Mhodt-bland,    Mr.  Elleiy, 
C^nnectiaa,      Mr.  Dyer, 
JVhtp-Toi-kt        Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 
J^ew-Jene^i       Mr.  Withenpoon,  ay 

Clark,  ay 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Pemuyhama,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 

Clingan, 
James  Smith, 

Virgirda^  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Ilarvie, 

A'.-Carofina,    Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

S.-CaroHnOf      Mr.  Laurens, 

Gtorgia^  Mr.  Langworthy, 

Wood, 


ay 


no 


ay 

ay 
no 
no 
no 

no  ^no 

no 

no 


no 


no 


Tb&ek  o'clock,  p.  M. 


Congressproceeded  on  the  report  of  the  committee  under  debate  in  the 
ibrenoon;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  one  or  more  proper  persons  be  immediately  employed  by  the 
board  of  war,  on  the  best  terms  in  their  power,  to  purchase  30,000  barrels 
of  flour,  or  wheat  equivalent,  and  have  it  ground  into  flour,  and  to  deposite 
32,000  barrels,  part  thereof,  at  or  near  Lancaster,  8,000  barrels  at  or  near 
Reading,  6,000  barrels  at  or  near  Bethlehem,  2,000  barrels  at  Downing- 
town,  and  2,000  barrels  at  Pottsgrorc : 

That  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  eniployed  to  execute  this  busi- 
ness, have  fall  power  and  authority  to  employ  all  mills,  millers,  and  coopers 
necessary,  on  the  best  terms  they  can,  to  complete  the  said  quantity  of  flour 
with  all  possible  expedition : 

That  uie  commissioner  or  commissioners  be  empowered  to  hire  or  impress 
wagons  sufficient  to  make  the  necessary  transportation  of  the  flour  to  the 
places  where  it  is  to  be  deposited,  and  to  pay  the  hire  of  the  said  wagons,  at 
the  same  rate  paid  b^  the  quarter-master  general : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  limit  the  prices  to  be  given  for  the 
said  wheat  and  flour,  and  to  give  such  orders  and  directions  to  the  commis- 
sioners as  they  shall  think  proper  or  necessary,  from  time  to  time :  provided, 
that  no  limitation  to  be  made  by  the  board  of  war,  with  respect  to  price, 
shall  contravene  any  acts  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  or  any  of  the 
regulations  which  may  be  made  hereafter  by  the  convention  of  committees 
which  is  to  meet  at  New-Haven,  in  Connecticut,  on  this  15th  day  of  Januarv : 

That  these  magazines,  being  established  without  the  interference  of  the 
commissary-general,  or  his  officers,  shall,  when  necessary,  be  ordered  under 
the  direction  of  the  issuing  commissarv-general  by  the  board  of  war : 

That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  support  the  commissioners  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty,  with  military  force,  if  necessary : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  direct  the  said  commissioners  to 
porchase  any  fat  cattle  and  salted  meat  they  may  meet  with  in  their  tours 
througli  the  country,  on  the  best  terms  in  their  power,  and  deliver  the  same 
to  the  commissary-general  pf  issues,  or  his  deputies,  taking  tlieir  accounta- 
ble receipts  for  what  they  so  deliver : 

'  That  tne  board  of  war  enquire  of  his  excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  esq. 
president  of  the  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  what  measures  have  been 
taken  by  the  legislature  of  that  state,  for  laying  up  magazines  for  the  army ; 
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and  if  it  should  appear  to  the  board,  after  such  enquiry,  that  meaaures  for 
that  purpose  have  been  taken  adequate  to  the  present  critical  situation  of  the 
armj  with  respect  to  supplies,  thej  be  authorized  and  directed  to  suspend 
the  execution  of  the  whole,  or  such  parts  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  aa  tbejr 
shall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  general  weal. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  direct  colonel  Flower  to 
make  a  contract  with  Mr.  Whitehead  Humphreys,  on  the  terms  of  the  for- 
mer agreement,  or  such  other  as  colonel  Flower  shall  deem  equitable,  for 
making  a  quantity  of  steel,  for  the  supply  of  the  continental  artificers  and 
works  with  that  necessarj^  article  $  and  as  the  iron  made  at  the  Andover 
works  only  will  witli  certainty  answer  the  purpose  of  making  steel,  that  col. 
Flower  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  government  of  New.>  Jersey  to  pat  a  proper 
person  in  possession  of  these  works,  (the  same  belonging  to  persons  who  ad- 
nere  ta  the  enemies  of  these  states)  upon  such  terms  as  the  government  of 
the  state  of  New-Jersey  shall  think  proper ;  and  that  col.  Flower  contract 
with  the  said  person  for  such  quantity  of  iron  as  he  shall  think  the  service  re- 
quires. 

Resolvedy  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  board  of  war  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  setting  forth  the  peculiarity  of  the  de- 
mand for  these  works,  bein^  the  only  proper  means  of  procuring  iron  for 
steel,  an  article  without  whicli  the  service  must  irreparably  suflfor ;  and  that 
the  said  governor  and  council  be  desired  to  take  such  means  as  they  shall 
think  most  proper  for  putting  the  said  works  in  blast»  and  obtaining  a  supplj 
of  iron  without  delay, 

Resolv^j  That  the  memorial  of  the  chevalier  Armand  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  by  Congress  to  repair  to  camp  for  the  reformation  of 
the  army : 

That  the  letter  from  col.  Alexander  Scammel  to  gen.  Folsom,  which  was 
referred  to  the  board  of  war,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to.re*- 
form  the  army ;  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  enquire,  in  their  progress  to 
camp,  into  the  state  of  the  clothing  department  at  Lancaster,  and  to  take 
such  measures  for  the  relief  of  tlie  New-Hampshire  troops  as  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  regard  to  the  general  wants  of  the  army. 

The  board  of  war  having  reported,  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolotioQ  of 
Congress  of  the  8th  of  November  last,  they  have  entered  into  articles  of 
agreement  with  Mr.  Fouquet,  the  father  and  his  son,  and  have  enga|^  them 
in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States ; 

Besolved,  That  in  compliance  with  the  said  agreement,  Mr.  Fouquet  the 
father,  have  the  brevet  rank  of  captain^  and  Mark  Fouquet.  the  son,  the 
brevet  rank  of  lieutenant  of  artillery  in  the  army  of  the  united  States,  and 
that  their  brevets  bear  date  from  the  irth  of  iNovember  last,  the  d^y  the 
contract  was  entered  into. 
A  memorial  from  W.  Buchanan,  commissair-gen.  of  purchases,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  oi  war. 

A  proposition  being  laid  before  Congress  for  supplying  the  army  with 
whiskey,  &c.  at  certain  stipulated  prices, 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  direpted  to  re- 
port thereon. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  16,  1778. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conaideratioBj 
^nd  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 
Eesolved,  That  it  be  re-committed. 
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These  o^olooK)  P.  M. 

A  tetter  of  the  1 1th,  from  eovernor  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
of  the  2d,  from  the  council  and  assemblj  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania; 
Whereupon, 

Besolvedt  That  Congress  higfalr  applaud  the  rising  spirit  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Pennsylvania,  to  regain  the  capital  of  their  state  and  drive  out  our 
cruel  invaders ;  that  Congress  are  ready  and  willing  with  all  their  power  to 
co-operate  with  them  for  effecting  this  salutary  purpose ;  that  to  this  end,  the 
committee  appointed  to  go  to  the  camp,  be  directed  to  consult  with  the  pre- 
sident and  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  with  gen.  Washington, 
on  the  subject,  and  if  upon  consultation  the  measure  shalfbe  deemed  prao- 
ticable,  that  they  be  fully  empowered  to  call  upon  the  neighboring  states  for 
8uch  aids  as  they  shall  think  necessary,  and  take  every  measure  which  they 
shall  think  proper  for  effecting  the  end  proposed. 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  be  added  to  the  committee  for  printing  the 
journals  i>f  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  of  the  18th  of  December  from  lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell,  which  was  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee going  to  camp. 

Ordmd,  That  the  letters  of  the  general  officers,,  which  general  Washing- 
ton delivered  to  the  committee  lately  sent  to  camp,  and  which  weire  laid  upon 
the  table,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  Congress,  for  the  perusal  of  the  nem- 
bers,  be  returned  to  the  general  by  the  committee  now  going  to  camp. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  January  17,  177B. 

Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Forbes,  two  of  the  dele^tes  from  Maryland,  at- 
tended and  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment,  which  were  read 
as  follows : 

"Br  THE  General  Assembly  of  the  State  or  Maryland,  JDsc.  Sdd,  177f. 

<'  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Chase,  George  Plater,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Car* 
rollton,  Thomas  Stone,  James  Forbes,  and  John  Henry,  jun.  esqrs.  or  any 
two  of  them,  be  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in  Congress,  for  and  during 
the  term  of  one  year.  By  order, 

«  A.  C.  K*.NSON,  C.  flf. 
<•  G.  DUVALL,  C.  B.  !>.»» 
Tlie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,^ 
JResolved,  That  ten  million  of  dollars  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  at  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent,  and  that  loan-office 
certificates  of  the  following  denominations  be  forthwith  struck,  under  the 
direction  of  the  treasury  board,  and  ,si^ied  by  Michael  Hillegas,  esc]^.  trea- 
surer, or  Samuel  Hillegas,  and  countersigned  oy  the  respective  commission- 
ers who  shall  borrow  the  money,  viz: 

3333  cerUficates  of  200  doUan  each,  666,6001  3333  certificates  of  600  dolls,  each,  1,999,800 
3333        do.       of  300    do.  999,900  3334       do.      of  1000    do.  3,334^000 

3333        do.      of  400    do.  1,333,200  

3333        do.      of  500    do.  1,666^500|  10,000,000 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  die 
council  of  safety  of  New- York,  be  discharged  from  that  service. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY.  January  19,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  Irom  W.  Shippen,  jun.  director-general,  and  one* 
of  the  12th,  from  Jonathan  Hudson,  at  Baltimore,  were  read ; 
Vot.  II.  52 
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Ordered,  That  the  lut  be  referred  to  the  botrd  of  treunrj. 

Beaolvfd,  That  Mr.  Forbes  be  added  to  the  committee  o(  cMrMtte, 

Xtsolved,  That  a  member  from  Maryluid  be  elected  farlbeniriitM- 
mittee;  the  member  choBcn,  Mr.  Forbes. 

Rt$olv^,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  trturr,«Jlb 

SDy  three  of  the  members  form  a  board,  and  be  empowered  Kpotdb 

buainess-:  The  members  dioseD,  Hr.  Clark,  Mr.  Roberdm.  Hi.Mfwl 

Mr.  Lao^orthy. 

Apetition  from  capt.Durkee,  lieu  t.Spaulding,andTimoATl^<K>-vit>d: 

Ordertd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  p'»^ 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whempis. 

Ordertd,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  wir,tllk(tt 
quest,  to  enable  them  to  send  off  the  several  sums  of  moDcjiriv^^  ' 
Congress  to  camp,  to  Albany,  and  to  Boston ;  the  said  board  to  beicwrtli^ 

Id  consequence  of  an  adjustment  bj  the  commiBfiionersofcluH't"'^ 
ditor-general  reports, 

'  That  there  is  due  to  a  detachment  of  Torlc  county  milhii,  '^""^^  < 
capt.  Ephraim  Pennington,  appointed  as  guards  to  the  public  aW**^  ' 
the  town  of  York,  for  parts  of  rattona  retained  by  the  usuinj  **T' 
73  66-90  dollars  ;  i 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  accountbe  paid.  ^^ 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  mniKC*''  | 
of  the  8th  inst.  Whereupon, 

Resolvfd,  That  officers  of  the  nary,  not  in  actual  sertice.tai*'  , 
their  pay,  bat  not  to  rations,  oor  to  Uie  subsiatence  money  lUMnl'"  I 
resolution  of  the  25th  of  July.  1777. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  comaiitttt  «  ■' 
lowance  to  be  made  to  officers  captured  by  the  enemy :  Whtmpa 

Sesolved,  That  all  continental  officers  in  the  land  service,  «ko in* "^ 
be  captured  by  the  enemy,  be  allowed  their  pay  while  in  dwi^pf 
aesaion,  and  also  when  admitted  oo  their  parole,  for  so  Imgl"''' 
continue  to  be  officers  of  the  United  States,  and  liable  to  be  called  i"""* 
upon  being  released  from  their  captivity ;  and  that  their  ratksiW  v^ 
tliem  during  the  term  of  their  captivity  ;  deducting  tfierefroni  ^^ 
as  they  may,  in  that  time,  have  received  from  the  enemy,  otf"** 
miliary  of  prisoners  i  j.^ 

That  all  fiying-««mp  and  militia  officers  captured  by  the  «eBT<^ 
the  service  of  the  Unite<l  States,  be  allowed  their  pay  while  inif^ 

JDSsessiun ;  and  also  their  rations  during  the  term  of  their  "f^ 
acting  therefrom  such  supplies  as  they  may,  in  that  time,  ^'"J^. 
from  the  enemy,  or  the  commissary  of  prtBoners  ;  and  also  thal]^*  ^. 
t  ed  to  such  flying-camp  and  militia  officers,  who  have  been  '•f.*^^ 
.  raitted  to  their  parole  for  so  long  time  as  the  soldien  under  tbofV^' 
.  commands  were  ordered  into  service. 


The  board  of  war,  to  wli 
red,  brought  in  a  report:  '^ 

Bt9olvai,  That  copies  < 
general  of  purchases,  for 
visions  from  South-Quay,  c 
Una,  to  El kridge- Landing, 
be  transmittea  to  the  gove 
and  that  it  be  earnestly  re 
ficient  number  of  wagons  s 
{Krsons,  for  transporting  » 
tion  in  their  respective  sta 


JOURNALS  OP  CONGRBiSB.  1779.  411 

on  SQch  other  as  thej  shall  deem  more  eligible,  and  to  open  proper  roads,  if 
necessary,  for  sach  purpose. 

Reaolved,  That  the  said  governors  be  desired  to  co-operate  with  each 
other  in  this  matter,  and  to  communicate,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  board 
of  war,  their  opinions  and  proceedings  relative  thereto : 

That  the  governors  of  tne  respective  states  above  mentioned,  be  autho- 
rized to  draw  bills  on  the  continental  treasury,  for  such  sums  as  may  be  ne- 
cessarj  for  procuring  wagons  and  proper  boats  for  the  purpose  specified  in 
the  foregoing  resolution.   - 

A  letter,  of  the  Gth,  from  brigadiers  M'Intosh,  Knox,  Maxwell,  Poor,  Wee- 
doh,  Huntington,  Scott,  Patterson,  and  Varnum,  and  a  letter,  of  the  12th» 
from  major-een«  Green,  respecting  the  promotion  of  gen.  Conway,  were  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter^of  the  Slst,  of  Oct.  last,  from  Mr.  Ferd.  Joseph  Sebast.  de  Brahme; 
one,  of  the  20th,  and  one  of  the  31st  Dec.  from  |pv  Clinton,  of  New- York, 
and  one,  of  the  7th  and  8th  inst.  from  gov.  Livingston,  of  New-Jemey, 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  of  Dec.  from  J.  Adams,  was  read,  informing  Congress 
of  his  accepting  the  office  of  commissioner  to  the  court  of  France. 

A  letter,  of  tiie  13th,  from  gen.  Washin^n,  was  read,  wherein  he  recom- 
mends the  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Plessis  to  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel,  adding  that  "  the  gallant  conduct  of  this  young  gentle- 
man, at  Brandvwine,  Germantown,  and  his  distinguished  services  at  Fort- 
Mercer,  where  he  united  the  offices  of  engineer  and  commandant  of  artillery, 
entitle  him  to  the  particular  notice  of  Congress;^  that  ".he  made  several 
judicious  alterations  in  the  works  at  Red-Bank,  shewed  great  good  conduct 
during  the  action,  in  which  the  Hessians  were  repulsed ;  that  after  the  evacua- 
tion was  determined  on,  he  became  the  means  of  saving  some  valuable  artillery 
and  stores,  and  cheerfully  undertook,  as  volunteer,  tiie  hazardous  operation 
of  blowing  up  the  magazine,  &c.  without  apparatus  nsuallv  provided  upon 
8Qch  occasions ;"  concluding  in  Mr.  du  Plessis's  favor,  "  that  he  possesses 
a  degree  of  modesty  not  allvays  found  in  men  who  have  performed  brilliant 
actions  :"  Whereupon, 

Seaolved,  That  a  brevet  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  granted  to  the  chevalier 
de  Maduit  du  Plessis,  as  a  reward  for  his  services  and  an  encouragement  to 
merit;  and  that  his  commission  bear  date  the  26th  of  November,  1777,  in 
order  that  the  recompence  may  more  immediatety  follow  the  services  which 
he  has  done* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  January  20, 177B. 

Mr.  Henry,  a  delegate  fnnn  Maryland,  and  Mr.  G.  Morris,  a  delegate 
from  New- York,  attended,  and  took  tneir  seats. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  attending  the  business  of  the  board  of  war, 
enquire  of  gen.  Gates,  whether  he  can  go  to  camp,  agreeably  to  his  appoint- 
ment, for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  resolution  of  the  10th  inst.  and  when 
he  can  set  out  on  that  business. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  Iq.  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  3022  61-90  dollars,  be  paid  to  Whitehead  Humphreys,  be- 
ing the  balance  of  his  account  for  steel  furnished  col.  B.  Flower,  commissa- 
ry-general of  military  stores,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  Cornelius 
Sweer,  col.  Flower's  deputy,  and  agreeably  to  a  contract  made  by  direction 
of  the  board  of  war ;  the  said  commissarv-general  to  be  accountable  : 

That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Dodd,  an  express-rider ;  he  to 
be  accountable. 
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That  SOO  doUan  be  advanced  to  Lewalm  Barrj,  an  expreaaridtrilfti 
be  accountable. 

Sesolved,  That  the  reMlatien  passed  yeBteHar,  mpectiagthcpjafrf- 
Cera  of  the  navT  not  in  actaal  Ber*ice,  be  rc-considentl. 

Thebcwrd  of  war  laid  before  Conpvaa  a  letMrof  the  Sth,  fnapma 
Lmnrston,  of  New-Jereer : 

OrStred,  Thatttbe  reieired  to  theboardoftreamry, 

TnaEE  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  Dec.  the  S9th,  from  een.  Schuyler,  was  r«a<I,  whrawNBg 
«ther  thinga,  he -presaes  for  aapeeoj  enquiry  into  his  conduct;  Wbtrnia, 

Onterti,  That  the  eommittee  appointed  to  pn<iaire  into  the  OHOMta 
evacoation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount-Indepemlence,  ami  into  the  catai 
of  the  general  officere  in  the  Hordiern  department,  proceed  imaeAttlTa 
tfaatboiineaa,  and  report  on  Mondavnext. 

Jttaoltxd,  That  Mr.  Lovell  be  added  to  that  comnittee,  in  fkn^t' 
Mr.  Dana,  who  is  absent 

A  letter,  of  the  I2th,  from  meral  Washington,  and  one.of  tk'A,'* 
brigadier  Smallwood,  reapecting  some  captutes  made  in  the  liraHmKr 
were  read : 

OriKfti,  "nat  they  be  refert«d  to  the  mariae  cnniniittee. 

A  tetter,  of  the  84th  of  December,  from  S.  A.  Otis,  dqmty  c)otlitrt<v^ 
ril  at  Boston,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  (m  referred  to  the  board  of  treaiury. 

Apetition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  weatern  frontiers  wuii': 

Ontend,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiasionera  appmnted  tstt|a'* 
the  western  frontiers : 

The  members  who  condnct  the  business  of  the  board  of  ww  m^*  < 
Ckmgresa  sundry  reasons  assigned  by  general  Gates,  why  the  dm 
boara  of  warought  immediately  to  enterontbe  buiineBsof  that' 
Wherenpon, 

Raolved,  That  general  (fates,  general  Miffiin,  and  colonel  Fkfcoitt'' 
excmed  from  attending  on  the  business  mentioned  in  the  resolotMS'* 
lOth,  and  tJiat general  Mifflin,  colonel  Pickering,  and  coloael  Tra^aKI> 
directed  to  repair  immediately  to  this  place. 

Baolved,  That  two'oiembers  be  added  to  the  committee  appsiaWk'^ 
fNtir  to  camp,  to  execute  the  business  prescribed  in  the  resolatMo  rftk"' 
IMtant:  tfaemembers  chosen,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  tl,  Morria.         , 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Thomas  Webb,  a  prisoner  at  Bethldiea*** 
to  Mr.  Roberdean,  waa  laid  before  Oottgresa,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  betaken  into  consideration  to>raon«w. 

Orderrd,  That  Mr.  Lewis  have  teave  of  absence  fur  eight  days- 

Adjmmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNI 

.  A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from 
one,  of  the  SOtii,  from  W.  Bt 
read: 

Ordered,  That  thelatterl 

Congress  proceeded  to  rei 
Ihe  pav  of  the  officers  of  the 

Ordrrtd,  That  the  resolut 
a  committee  of  three :  the  mi 
Mr.  Clark. 
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Orienit  That  the  Mmmittee  ftit  on  this  bysiness,  and  report  in  the  af- 
toniooB* 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Hie  Gonmittoe  ap|M»inted  to  devise  effectual  means  to  prevent  persons 
disaflfected  to  the  interest  ot  the  United  States  from  being  empioved  in  any 
of  the  important  offices  thereof,  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  IQth,  with  the 
amendments  moved,  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morroM'. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  the  commissioners  of  Indian  aftkirs  in  the  north- 
ern department,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wheeiock,  and  iutei- 
iigefice  from  colonel  Bedel;  and  one,  of  the  same  date,  from  Mr.  Ouane,  were 
read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  12th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  and  one,  of  the  6th,  from 
imrior-general  Arnold,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  as  follows : 

That  havine  conferred  with  Mr.  Elias  Boudinot,  commissary  of  prisoners, 
on  tiie  21st  of  December,  and  carefully  examined  the  evidences  produced  by 
Jrin,  the  board  esteem  it  their  doty  to  state  to  Congress  the  following  facts, 
refating  to  the  American  prisoners  in  the  power  of  the  enemy : 

That  as  far  as  can  be  collected  from  tlie  testimony  of  prisoners  and  inha- 
bitants, who  have  left  the  enemy,  there  are  aboat900  pnvates  and  300  offi- 
cers in  the  city  of  New- York,  and  aboUt  500  privates  and  dO^fficers  in  the 
-atr  of  Philadelphia : 

iHuit  the  privates  in  New-York  have  been  crouded  all  snmmer4n  sugar- 
houses,  and  the  officers  boarded  on  Lon|;-Island,  except  alH>ut  30,  who  have 
been  confined  in  the  provost-guard  and  m  the  most  loathsome  gaols : 

That  since  the  beginning  of  October  all  these  prisoners,  both  officers  and 
privates,  have  been  confined  in  prison-ships  or  the  provost : 

That  the  privates  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  have  been  kept  in  tlie  two 
poblic  gaols,  and  the  officers  in  the  state-house: 

That  from  the  best  evidence  which  the  nature  of  the  subject  will  admit  of, 
it  appears  that  the  general  allowance  of  prorisions  at  the  most,  does  not 
exceed  four  ounces  of  meat  and  the  same  quantity  of  bread,  (often  so  da- 
mi^ed  as  not  to  be  eatable)  per  man  per  daV,  and  ofttiroes  much  less ;  al- 
though the  professedf  allowance  is  from  eight  to  ten  ounces ;  and  that  the 
prisoners  have  been  treated  in  general  (officers  not  excepted,)  with  a  cruelty 
scarce  to  be  paralleled,  and  with  the  most  studied  and  illiberal  insult : 

That  it  has  been  a  common  practice  with  the  enemy,  on  a  prisoner's  bein^ 
first  captured,  to  keep  him  three,  four,  and  even  five  days,  without  a  morsd 
of  provisions  of  an^  kind,  and  then  to  tempt  him  to  inlist  with  the  new  levies 
in  order  to  save  his  life :  ^ 

That  there  are  numerous  instances  of  prisoners  of  war  perishing  in  all  the 
agonies  of  hunger  from  their  severe  treatment. 

Thatbeins  generallv  stripped  of  what  clothes  they  liave  when  taken,  they 
have  suffereS  creatly  ror  want  thereof  during  their  confinement : 

'lliat  in  the  neginniagof  last  summer,  bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount  of 
£  600  steriin^,  purchsMd  of  Oarid  Franks,  British  commissary  of  prisoners, 
residing  withm  tlie  jurisdiction  of  these  states,  were  sent  into  New- York 
for  the  relief  of  the  prisoners ;  that  every  obstacle  was  thrown  in  the  way  to 
prevent  the  negotiation  of  these  bills,  and  after  a  delay  of  two  months,  they 
wereretnmed  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  the  American  commissary  of  prisoners: 
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That  the  Americaa  commisMr^  of  priwnen  had  pcmimmUtalw 
vUiunsfrom  Hudwii's  and  Raritun  riven  into  New-Vark,uKltipaK 
clotliing  there  for  kbout  (wo  months*  past ;  but,  on  tlui  c«Mbtm,(bllk ' 
tiloop,  carrjing  the  provisions,  stopattiieman  of  war  stationediltkMlk  I 
of  Hudson's  nver,  where  the  hands  are  t^ea  on  board  of  tbcft^iiJtk  I 
agent  for  American  prisoners  in  New-York  is  oblind  tosnulWilM 
thence  to  take  the  sluup  over  t«  the  city  and  retui^  ner  igain  ttliMif 
war,  which  not  only  render*  it  verj  (edions  and  expensive,  bilinniu 
getting  sloops  for  the  purpose,  as  verjfew  ownen  cbiMise  tDtr«iinw<n- 
sels  in  the  enemjr's  hands,  and  to  remain  prisoners  on  boinl  thtwaif 
till  the  sloop  retumc: 

That  provisions,  which  have  be«D  sentinto  the  city  of  Ne«-T>Afe^ 
subsistence  of  the  American  prisoners,  have  beeo  prcveDtedbja^*^ 
nance  from  being  sold  at  a  hi^er  rate  than  45«  ner  nundred  for  Bw,itik« 
the  current  price  of  that  article  was  £  6  per  kundred,  and  it  utiiU'*' 
current  at  that  price  betwixt  individuals,  while  the  Soar  beloDgii)(  k^ 
slates  was  sold  at  the  ordinance  price  : 

That  the  American  prisoners  in  the  power  «f  the  enemj  h»v*  idHW: 
allowance  made  tu  them  for  their  subsistence,  although  theBHtisSdm 
the  power  of  these  states  have  been  allowed,  bj  a  resolutioo  •( Ci?^ 
two  dollars  a  week  for  their  subsistence  : 

That  in  consequence  of  repeated  remonstrances  from  geiL  V^^  , 
to  gen.  Howe  concerning  the  injurious  treatment  of  prisoners  is  ■!*' 
gen.  Howe,  in  his  letter  to  gen.  Washington  in  Nov.  lastt  praucA''" 
commissary  should  be  permitted  to  carry  in  a  supply  of  cIolki(*^ 
and  other  necessaries  for  the  prisoners  in  Philaaeipua,  and  k** 
places  where  they  were  confined :" 

That  on  a  conference  which  passed  betwiitMr.  Fergnaon.AcBnw^ 
missary  af  prisoners,  and  Mr.  Boudinot,  the  commissar*  ofpriwDMi'*' 
states,  who  was  ordered  by  gen.  Washington  to  visit  tfiepHSonen,**. 
to  gen.  Howe's  promise,  Mr.  Ferguson  said,  that  he  wu  daindi'^ 
Howe  to  let  Mr.  Boudinot  know,  "  that  there  conid  be  do  nectNtr  *^ 
coming  into  the  citv,  as  he  would  see  that  the  prisoners  were  prop?** 
by-,"  and  Mr.  Boudinot  was  not  suffered  to  go  >"• 
'That,  on  this  conference,  Mr.  Ferguson,  the  British  comniMri<'l^ 
soners,  complaining  of  the  inattention  paid  to  ^e  supplving  of  (M"^' 
their  hands  with  clothes,  said;  "  tliat  there  was  plenty  of  clatbisE  i>^ 
delphia,  which  we  were  at  liberty  to  purchase  for  provisions,  uJI"ir 
agents  for  that  purpose;  that  on  Mr.  Bond inot's expressing  '■■''jfj 
this  point,  Mr.  Ferguson  shewed  great  surprize  at  Ids  unbelief,  ^J^ 
him  repeatedly  tliat  full  liberty  to  purchase  clothing  would  begi^^ 

That  Mr.  Ferguson,  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  of  Dec.  says,  "  thitp^ 
will  be  ^ven  to  send  in  clothing  to  our  prisonon,  but  thatgcxi.  w""' 
Dot  think  fit  to  allow  it  to  be  purchased  in  Philadelnhia." 

Congress  takiug  into  consideratic  [ 

that  during  the  whole  time  in  which  i 

Buch  unparalleled  ri^r  and  insult,  i 
the  way  of  their  relief,  the  prisonen 
tifnlly  supplied  with  provisions,  eith 
commissaries  in  the  serviceof  tbeen 
without  controul,  within  the  jurisdit 
have  been  admitted,  on  their  parole, 
ance  made  tliem ;  that  few,  even  of 
coofioed  in  gaol ;  but,  on  the  contr 
work  abroad,  and  to  receive  the  full 

Besolved.  That  the  allowance  of 
prisoners  of  war  tg  these  United  Si 
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who  may  be  entitled  thereto  by  any  contract  made  on  or  before  their  captivity 
or  Borrender :  ^ 

That  neither  David  Franks,  nor  any  other  a^ent  or  person  whatsoever,  be 
permitted  to  negotiate  bills  within  these  United  States  for  the  supply  of 
provisions  taken  from  the  enemy,  or  to  purchase  provisions,  or  other  neces* 
9arie8  for  such  purpose,  whhin  the  jurisdiction  of  these  states,  except  in  the 
manner  herein-after  provided : 

That  every  British  commissary,  pr  any  other  persons  or  agents,  employed 
to  supply  prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy,  witn  provisions,  shall  make  re- 
turn of  the  prisoners  under  his  or  their  respective  care  to  the  purchasing 
commissary  of  the  district,  wherein  such  pnsoners  are  confined,  who  shall 
deliver  a  sufficient  number  of  rations  for  their  weekly  or  monthly  subsistence, 
as  circumstances  shall  render  necessary,  taking  duplicate  promissory  re- 
ceipts for  the  same,  paj^able  in  30  days  after  date,  one  of  which  receipts 
shall  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  commissary -general  of  purchases,  or  to 
the  deputy  comroissarv-general  of  purchases  of  the  department  in  which  the 
provisions  are  supplied : 

That  the  provisions  so  reoeived  shall  be  paid  for  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  X9th  of  Dec.  last ;  and,  in  case  the 
same  shall  be  accounted  for  in  gold  and  silver,  the  commissary-eeneral  or 
deputy  commissary  of  purchases  receiving  the  same,  shall  remit|it,  without 
delay,  to  the  board  of  treasury,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  applied  as  a 
funci  for  relieving  the  distresses  of  the  prisoners  in  the  power  of  the  enemy : 

lliat,  in  case  failure  shall  be  made  by  any  person  signing  such  receipt,  in 
discharging  the  amount,  when  it  shall  become  due,  no  fartKer  provisions 
shall  be  issued  for  the  maintenance  oi  the  prisoners  under  the  care  of  the 
person  or  persons  so  failing : 

That,  in  return  for  the  permission  hereby  given  to  purchase  provisions  of 
the  American  commissanes,  for  the  use  of  the  enemy's  prisoners,  general 
Washin^on  be  directed  to  demand  of  eeneral  Howe,  liberty  to  purchase 
clothing  in  such  places  as  may  be  under  his  power,  for  the  use  of  the  Ame- 
rican prisoners;  the  clothing  so  furnished  to  be  paid  for  either  in  gold  or 
silver,  or  in  provision,  to  be  sent  in  and  sold  at  the  market  price :  and  that 
in  case  general  Howe  should  choose  to  order  provisions  and  other  necessa- 
ries to  TO  sent  out  for  the  supply  of  the  prisoners  in  our  power,  instead  of  the 
mode  proposed  by  the  former  resolutions,  he  be  permitted  to  send  what  sup- 
plies may,  from  time  to  time,  be  necessary,  to  such  post  as  the  American 
commissary  of  prisoners  shall  direct,  which  provision  when  sent  «ut,  shidl 
be  issued  to  the  prisoners  by  persons  appointed  by  general  Howe  for  that 
purpose,  provided  that  permits  be  granted  by  general  Howe  for  transporting 
provisions  either  by  land  or  water,  as  shall  be  most  convenient,  from  the 
states  of  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Yimnia, 
for  the  use  of  the  American  prisoners  in  the  cities  of  New-Y'ork,  and  rhila- 
delphta,  and  in  the  town  of  rfewport,  in  Rhode-Island ;  and  the  provisions 
so  sent  in,  be  issued  out  by  commissaries  or  other  persons  appointed  for  such 
purpose,  by  these  states,  who  shall  be  permitted  to  resioe  at  the  places 
where  the  prisoners  are  confined : 

That,  in  return  for  the  permission  ^ven  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  21st  of  May,  1776,  for  a  commissioned  officer  from  the  British  army  to 
visit  monthly  the  prisoners  in  the  power  of  these  states,  <'  ^^  order  to  count 
their  numbers  and  certify  their  rolls,"  general  Washington  be  directed  to 
demand  peremptorily  of  general  Howe,  a  like  permission,  or  to  a^ee  upon 
any  other  equal  mocie,  for  ascertaining  the  situation  of  the  American  pri- 
soners, which  shall  be  deemed  most  expedient ;  and  in  case  of  ^neral  Howe's 
refusal  to  give  satisfaction  on  this  point,  that  eeneral  Washington  regulate 
his  future  conduct  by  the  conduct  of  general  Howe: 
That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  enquire  of  general  Howe  the 
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reasous  why  several  officerBiD  the  tervice  of  these  MatM,  tad  oAkoUk 
now  in  hia  pnwer,  have  been  so  long  confined  either  in  tht  fntrntmit 
loathsome  gaols,  and  treated  with  sach  Dnparalleleil  rigor;  udnpd 
Howe  shall  refuae  to  make  anj answer  to  tkis  re(]aiutiMi,WlbiifK 
of  five  da;s,  nr  give  soch  reuons  for  the  treatment  of  tkcM  atilMtM^ 
sons  as  shall  nut  be  jaitifiable  bj  the  laws  ef  nations.  geunlf>i|M 
be  directed  iramediatelr  to  order  a  number  of  the  ene»ps  officww^ 
equal  in  rank  and  con<}itiun  of  life  as  possible,  to  the  pensusiM 
without  just  cause,  forthwith  to  be  impnsoced,  subsisted,  asd  tndliAt 
same  manner  as  the  persons  abave  almded  to  are  impnswcd,  bUm 
treated  ;  and  that  he  be  inbnned,  that  it  is  the  eipectatioa,  ■^■f* 
order  of  Cengreas,  that  this  node  of  treatment,  ii  nentni.  binM 
changeil,  or  suHMnded,as  thecondnctofthe  enemy,  with  leytt ■ )» 
can  prisoners,  anall,  from  time  to  time,  render  just  ind  dmcbv^™ 
waiting  for  any  special  order  from  Congress  for  anch  porpoN: 

That  the  commissary -general  of  prisoners,  and  his  respsctiH  J(^'< 
forthwith  directed  to  call  in  all  the  officers  and  priTatei  Woifff* 
enemy,  and  to  confine  them  in  such  places,  and  order  then  ^1*"^ 
and  treated  in  such  manner,  as  shall  render  their  sttuatioo  mfe*" 
respects  tothatof  the  officers  and  privates  who  are  prisoncn  wilt  b^' 
and  that  they  continue  this  mode  of  treatment,  till  such  ^■'•''^^b 
conduct,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  shall  induce  Congress.  ortbetM'r 
in  chief  uf  the  armies  of  these  states,  to  give  directiooB  (or  >  difeiA ■" 
conduct  on  their  part : 

That  it  be  recommended  tnthe  govemmentof  the  retpectiTeiMn# 
prisoners  of  war  are  confined,  to  give  every  assistance  in  th«r  pN"*' 
commissary -general  uf  prisoners  or  his  deputies,  by  p>ttiD|;  tlif*."^ 
aiiiu  uf  gaols  or  other  proper  buildings,  and  by  fumisbing  tneavitP^ 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  eiecute  the  fore^ing  resolutMB.       ^^ 

And  whereas,  gen.  Howe,  by  hi*  letter  to  gen.  WashingtwisS^ 
last,  affects  to  make  a  disdnction  in  the  treatment  <rf' persons  ti^sl* 
and  of  the  faithful  citizens  of  these  states  subjected  to  hispenr.'''' 
ner  not  only  contrary  to  reason  and  the  principles  of  hnminilj,  I*** 
sistent  with  the  sentiments  expressed  by  gen.  Howe  himself,  is  "'''^ 
gen.  WaHhiiigton,  dated  Staten- Island,  1st  of  Augnst,  lf7S: 

Resolvtd,  'ihat  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  require  of  ^^^ 
explanation  of  those  parfa  of  his  letter  of  November,  177?,  "f^*^ 
ilistinction,  and  the  lineof  conduc 
with  respect  to  such  of  the  faithfi 
jected  to  his  power. 

Bnolvrd,  That  a  committee  of  I 
on  the  injurious  treatment  onr  pri 
the  enemy  i  the  members  chosen, 
Lovell,  and  Mr.  G.Morris. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-nuu 

THURSDA1 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  B.  Hai 
liamsbur^,  and  one,  of  the  21st, 
l.ancaster,  were  read  ; 

Ordertd,  That  they  be  referred  i 

Aletterofthe  19th,  from  gov.  J< 

Ordtred,  That  it  be  referred  to 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  and  one,  of  tl 
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Ordered^  That  300,000  dollars  be  pa\d  to  the  board  of  war^  to  be  by  them 
transmitted  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esa.  deputy  pay -master  general  of  the 
eastern  district,  %ho  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  two  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted,  under  the  direciipn  of 
the  board  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emission  directed  the  Tth  instant,  be  numbered  from  the  last  number 
of  each  respective  denomination  of  that  emission  progressively,  and  consist 
of  the  following  denonfinatibns,  viz. 

30,770  bills  cf  the  denomination  of 

2  doDars       61,540 
30,770  do  8    da         246,160 

30,770  do  30    do  923,100 


30,768  biUs  of  the  denomination 

of  3  dollars 
30,768  do  4    do 

30,768  do  5    do 

30,768  do  6    do 


;0,768  do 


7  do 


92,304 
153,840 
153,840 
184,608 
215,376 


2,000,000 


That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  and  of  the  inspectors 
of  the  press,  signers  and  printers  of  the  emission  directed  on  the  20th  of  May 
last,  shall  extend  to  the  said  two  millions  now  to  be  emitted,  subject,  howe- 
ver, to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  the  board  of  tieasury  may  judge 
expedient. 

Orderedj  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  com- 
missanr-general  of  purchases,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  tlie  western  dis- 
trict, for  the  use  of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  loan-officer  of  Pennsylvania,  for  100,000  dol- 
lars, and  one  other  on  the  treasurer  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  James 
Mease,  clothier-general,  to  answer  the  draughts  of  his  deputies  in  the  seve- 
ral states,  for  clothing  purchased  by  them,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  the  board  of  treasury  a  list  of  the  draughts  which  he  shall  haye  paid, 
with  the  money  aforesaid,  before  he  applies  for  further  sums  for  this  purpose ; 
the  said  James  Mease  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  be  directed  to  pay  to  Mr.  Paul  Zant- 
zin^er  the  balance  which  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  him  tor  650  suits  of  clothes, 
or  ror  any  part  thereof,  which  he  has  purchased  by  order  of  brigadier  Wayne, 
upon  Mr.  Zantzinger  producing  sufficient  vouchers  of  the  cost  of  th^  cloth- 
ing, and  proper  receipts  of  the  delivery  thereof. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Jiesolvedj  That  the  pay-master  eeneral,  or  his  deputies,  be  directed  to  pay 
the  aids-de-camp  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  according  to  their  rank,  as 
the  aids  of  other  major-genends  are  paid. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  gov. 
Johnson,  of  Maryland,  and  W.  Buchanan,  commissary-general  of  purchases, 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Ttiat  ^e  commissary-general  of  purchases  be  directed  to  pur- 
chase, in  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  upon  the  most  reasonable 
terms,  such  a  quantity  of  salt  as  he  may  think  necessary  for  the  immediate 
use  of  the  army }  and  that  the  president  write  to  the  governor  of  Maryland,  v 
thanking  him  for  the  pains  he  has  token  on  this  matter,  and  requesting  him 
to  assist  the  commissary-general  in  the  business  aforesaid. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  several  despatches  from  the  northern  de- 
partment were  committed,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  irruption  ^  made  into  Canada,  and  that  the  board  of 
war  be  authorized  to  Uke  ever^  necessary  measure  for  the  execution  of  the 
business,' under  such  general  officers  as  Congress  shall  appoint,  and  apply  for 
such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  thought  by  tnem  proper  and  requisite  for  the 
e^tpedition. 

Voiu  II.  53 
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Ordered f  That  the  appointment  of  the  general  officers  to  conduct  the  imp- 
tion,  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-^master  general,  and  one  from 
W.  Buchanan,  commissary-general  of  purchases,  and  a  petition  from  Isaac 
Zane,  Joseph  Janney,  Benjamin  Wright,  William  Jackson,  John  Parrisb^ 
and  Joseph  Wright/ were  read  :' 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  mea* 
bers  chosen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Henry,  and  Mr.  Clark. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  23, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  E.  Hancock,  deiputy  pa^ -master  ^neral,  wifti 
a  monthly  account  enclosed  ;  one,  of  the  5th,  from  William  Whipple,  *'  wish- 
ing to  be  excused  from  attending  the  enquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  failure  of 
the  late  expedition  against  Newport,^'  ana  a  petition  from  colonels  Shep- 
pard,  Bailey,  l\ipper,  &c.  were  read. 

Resoked,  That  tne  resolution  passed  yesterday,  directing  the  comroisnrj* 
general  to  purchase  salt  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  be  re-considered,  and 
that  the  same,  together  with  the  letter  from  governor  Johnson,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen^  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Witer- 
spoon,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 

The  auditor-general,  in  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commiunra- 
ers  of  claims,  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  a  detachment  of  North-Carolina  continental  troops, 
under  the  command  of  col.  John  Williams,  and  belonging  to  the  1st,  Sd, 
Sd,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  regiments  of  that  state,  up  to  tkt  1st  of 
January,  as  by  particular  muster  and  pay  rolls,  S959  dollars,  which  isto  b« 
advanced  to  capt.  Benjamin  Williams,  who  is  to  be  accountable  for  that  sum : 
Ordered,  lliat  the  same  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  continental 
loan -office  in  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  for  50,000  doUars,  in  favor  <^  the 
president  and  council  of  the  said  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Hide  Saunders,  lieutenant  in  the 
Virginia  state  regiment,  commanded  by  col.  George  Gibson,  for  the  aae  of  a 
party  of  the  said  regiment  on  their  march  to  camp;  the  said  col.  Gibson  to 
be  accoantable : 

That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  for  pitblic  service  ;  the 
said  board  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  general  officers  to  conduct  the  irrup- 
tion into  Canada,  aud,  the  ballots  beins  taken,  major-general  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  major-gen.  Conway,  and  brigadier  Stark,  were  elected. 

A  petition  u-om  Lot  Hall  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  comt;nittee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  wants  of  the  army, 
and  the  letter  from  ike  committee  at  camp,  December  10,  iT77,  to  general 
Washington,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  read  ;  after  debate, 

Ordend,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  James  Smith,  Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  January  S4,  1778. 

The  committee  to  tvhom  were  referred  the  resolution  of  the  SSd,  res- 
pecting the  purchase  of  salt  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  the  letter  of 
the  I9th  fromgov.  Johnson,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Retolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  gov.  Johnson,  thanking  him  for  the 
pains  he.  has  taken  as  to  the  purchase  of  salt,  and  excepting  the  1550  bushd 
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i9«atioiied  in  bis  letter,  to  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  commissarj-gen. 
who  hftft  andertakeiv  to  proceed  io  th^  purchase  of  what  more  is  imroeuiately 
i^eceasarj,  affreeablj;  to  the  information  given  bj  the  governor  on  that  subject. 

The  board  of  war  brought  ia  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Besolvedt  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  government  of  the 
state  of  New- York,  forthwith  to  call  out  400  militia  of  that  state,  under  the 
cooimaiMl  of  an  active  and  yigilant  officer,  to  serve  for  the  space  of  four 
months,  under  the  command  oi  the  officer  commanding  in  the  northern  de- 
partment} the  said  militia,  when  raised,  to  repair  to  Albany. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  under  debate  yesterday^ 
brought  in  their  reports  which  was  read :  after  aebate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  gen.  Washing- 
ton  and  brigadier  Smallwood,  respecting  the  capture  of  several  vessels  and 
gjDoda  by  detachments  of  the  main  army,  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  vessels  and  ^ds  lately  captured  as  aforesaid,  ought 
to  be  libelled  in  the  court  of  admiralty  in  that  state  where  the  capture  was 
made;  but  if  no  such  court  be  erected  in  that  state,  then  the  prosecution 
should  be  in  the  court  of  such  state  as  the  captors  ma^r  find  convenient,  the 
judge  whereof,  on  condemnation,  will  order  distribution  to  be  made  agree- 
ably to  the  resolution  of  Congress ;  and  that  six  printed  copies  of  the  ex- 
tracts of  the  jooinals  of  Congress  relative  to  the  capture  and  condemnation 
of  prizes,  fcc.  be  transmitted  to  gen.  Washington  and  brigadier  Smallwood. 

A  letter,  of  the  22dj  from  Samuel  and  R.  Purviance,  was  read  : 

Qriered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:.  WhereupoD, 

Ordered^  That  300,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  W.  Buchanan,  commissa- 
ry-seneral  of  purchases^for  the  use  of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  27  84-90  dollars  be  paid  to  major  John  Clark,  for  his  expenses  at- 
tending the  board  of  treasurv,  by  their  order,  and  for  two  pair  of  snears  pur- 
phased  by  him  for  the  use  otthe  auditors  at  head-quarters : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Harwood,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  20,000  dollars,  in  favor  of 
his  excellency  gov.  Johnson,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  continental 
army  in  that  state ;  tlie  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

lliat  a  warrant  issue  qq  Joseph  Borden,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan -office  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  10,000  dollars,  in  favor 
of  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  said  state,  to  be  paid  oat  of  the  first 
money  brought  into  the  office,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  continental 
battalions  of  tlie  said  sti^te ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Benjamin  Slower,  comunissarv-general 
of  military  stores,  and  paid  tp  his  deputy  Cornelius  Sweers,  for  tne  use  of 
his  department ;  the  said  commissary-general  to  be  accountable. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Congress  sit  but  once  a  day : 

The  previous  question  was  moved,  and  after  debate. 

The  determination  thereof,  at  the  request  of  a  state,  was  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  January  26,  1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupc*!, 
Ordered,  That  13,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  John  Williams,  to  pur- 
chase 12  wagons,  with  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  a  quantity  of 
goods,  purchased  by  the  clothier-general  in  tlie  state  of  rforth-Carolina ;  the 
said  cof.  Williams  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  following  warrants  issue  in  favor  of  Alexander  Rose,  for  the 
payment  of  five  bills,  drawn  by  Samuel  A.^Otis,  on  James  Meas^,  esq.  clo- 
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thier-general ;  one,  dated  Dec.  19th,  for  34,000  dollar*,  in  (mt  of  Ut 
Tncey ;  one,  dated  Dec.  23d,  in  favor  of  AlexaDder  Rom,  fw  40^ 
dollars ;  one,  dated  Dec.  S2d,  in  favor  uf  Alexander  Rose,  for  1O,000diltiB; 
one,  dated  Elec.  25tti,  in  favor  of  Jonathan  Jaclcson,  for  SS,333  3O-90Mtan; 
and  onti,  in  favor  of  Isaac  Sears,  for  13,333  30-90  dollars,  amoBilii{Bi  Ae 
whole  to  110,666  S-3  doiiars,  beine  for  the  payment  of  clothing, lankml 
ill  the' state  of  Massachugetts-Baj,%j  the  aaid  Otis,  for  the  oseaflkini/; 
-   the  clothier-general  to  be  accountable,  viz. 

One  OD  the  treasurer  for  30,666  60-90  dollars;  one  on  tbe  loiiiaiwwrr 
of  the  continental  loan-oftice  in  the  state  of  Sooth -Caroiinat  hTiiJUU- 
tare;  and  one  on  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan -office  in  tbMt 
of  Virdnia.  for  35,000  dollars. 

Or&rtd,  That  180  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  Kermovan,  ufisao,* 
bis  pa; ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  major-Eeneral  Gates,  president  of  die  imii'i 
war ;  one,  of  Dec.  20th,  from  John  Xangdon,  eaq.  at  PortsmotttK,  AtctA 
to  the  marine  committee,  with  a  bill  of  exchange  enclosed;  one,  of  d«  lift 
of  Dec.  and  one  of  the  10th  inst.  from  Jonathan  Trumbul),  jnn.  ftf-oMi 
in  the  northern  department,  vera  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  two  last  be  referred  to  the  board  of  tremsury. 

A  letter,  of  this  Any,  from  W .  Buchanan,  commissari 


one,  of  the  16th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  bj  chevalier  de  Gracev  ;  oMtf  b 
5th,  from  gov.  Cook ;  and  one,  of  the  13th,  from  gov.  Tmtnball,  wavmJ: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Seaolved,  That  Congress  highly  approve  the  condoct  of  the  govEnvfl' 


coundl  of  safety  of  Connecticut,  in  tlie  appointment  of  Mr.  ClianpiKii' 
their  other  measures  for  providing  public  stores  and  provisions;  andi^i^ 
upontheirconstant  attention  to  this  important  object. 


A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treisvry. 
A  letter,  of  the  S4th,  from  major  Clark,  was  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  col.  de  la  Balme,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  Dr.  Rush,  was  read. 

Besolvtd,  That  Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Roberdean  be  addcrf** 
committee  on  the  couimissarv's  department. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  major-gen.  G^  f* 
sident  of  the  board  of  war  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,f*<*' 
tingent  expenses ;  the  said  board  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  < 
Ticonderoga,  &c.  report,  that  they  are  not  yet  ready. 

Adjourned  to  teo  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TirESDAY.  Jo 

On  a  representation  from  the  com. 
causes  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonder 

Resohed,  That  Mr.  James  Smith  b( 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  col.  la  R 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  tn  the 
■  A  letter,  of  the  31st  of  Dec.  from 
seating,  that,  for  sundry  reasons,  he 
canses  of  the  failure  oftiie  lat«  inteu 

A  letter  from  Mon.  la  Neuville ;  oi 
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and  one,  of  the  26th,  from  major-general  Conwaj,  in  recommendation  of 
Mons.  la  Neuville,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  nntil  the  committee,  sent  to  camp,  shall  return, 
and  make  report. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  gen.  Gates,  president  of  tiie  board  of  war,  was 
read: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.  * 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Shipppen,  director  gen.  aod  one  from  Dr.  Brown,  both 
directed  to  the  medical  committee,  wei^e  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  tc^ther  with  the  letters  some  time  since  received 
from  Dr.  Shippen  and  Dr.  Rush,  and  from  ^v.  Livingston,  relative  to  the 
hospital  department,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  the  com* 
mittee  be  instructed  to  send  for  Dr.  Shippen  and  Dr.  Rush,  and  to  hear 
them^  and  to  report  specially :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr, 
Penn,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Roberdeau.* 

Three  o'clook,  P.  M. 

Revived,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the  appointment  of  a  general 
officer  to  relieve  major-^neral  Spencer,  in  his  command,  at  Rhode -Island 
and  Providence  Plantations. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  J^n  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  ot  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  and  council  of  safety  of  the  said  state,  for  200,000 
dollars  to  be  by  them  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  the  use 
of  the  continental  army ;  the  said  governor  and  council  to  be  accountable : » 

That  12,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine-committee,  to  discharge  a 
bill,  dated  the  20th  of  Dec.  last,  drawn  by  John  Langdon,  continental  agent 
at  Portsmouth,  in  New-Hampshire,  on  the  said  committee,  in  &vor  of  Ste- 
phen Hooper,  esq.  for  that  bum ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable : 

^rhat  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  commissary- 
gen,  of  purchases,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  Mr.  Colt,  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  provisions  in  the  eastern  district,  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  the 
said  commissary-general  to  be  accountable : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  on 
their  application,  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  500  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  E.  Dyer,  delegate  from  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, on  his  application ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  28, 177B. 

A  letter,  from  Jacob  Rush,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  office 
of  deputy-secretary. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the 
26th,  from  Mr.  G.  Morris,  at  camp,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  two  last  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  2Sd  of  Dec.  from  S.  A.  Otis,  directed  to  James  Mease, 
clothier-general,  enclosing  one  of  the  10th  of  Dec.  from  J.  Trumbull,  was 
read: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  Henry  Hay,  with  a  return  of  the  cannon  found 
mt  Ticonden^a,  &c.  and  one  from  £•  Allen,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  being  read,  on 
motion, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  Georgia. 
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In  piiraKuiG*  at  kb  idjiutneDt  by  the  "r"i—'"'"~"  of  diimi,&tuik' 
general  reports, 

Tttit  tber«  18  dM  to  ca]rtmin  Bcbjuud  WilliMni,  K^  >!»)'«*' 
to  the  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  troopa  in  this  towB.brltoltfi"— 
of  Ae  board  af  truMry,  for  the  balutcc  oC  pty  HntoaMKtaaK'lt' 
Ist,  2d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  9th,  10th,  1:2th,  14th,  15th,  and  l6tlin^« 
Virginia  troopg;  for  an  adrancB  to  a  ilrilt-MneMt,  MmI  tot  to*"" 
paj-Biuter  from  the  tst  to  the  £rtb  iatt.  80  (lo(lus  I 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  tM  accouBt  h«  paid. 

Mnnlvtd,  That  the  reaignation  ef  J.  Rnab  beacoc^. 

The  committee  to  whom  tha  petition  front  J'  ZaiM,  aRdofeea,«iiw 
red,  reported  verballj : 

Ordvrei,  That  the  conaideratioti  of  thia  nutter  be  paatpMedfifil'*''^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  a'clook  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  January  29.  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  brigadier  de  Roche  Fennoy.wttw': 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  . 

In  pursuance  of  an  adjuatment  by  the  comiaisuMieru  of  cliiw*"' 
tor-general  reports, 

That  tliere  is  due  to  brigadier  Thompson.  f<w  anndTj  adTSwa*'' 
bis  credit  bjr  Mr.  freeman  and  Mr.  Cord,  nierchaata  ia  Q*'*'''''*?^ 
ufHcers  and  wounded  luldiera.  who  were  thore  prisonen,  thtiu*^ 
33-90  dolUrfl,  which  sum  is  to  be  accounted  lor  as  follows,  vii. 

By  col.  Christopher  Creen,  fur  Jiimsalf  and  officer^  1340  SISO**; ' 
by  capt.  now  col.  Daniel  Morgan.  431  21-90 doUara;  hyeapt-M*"* 
Lamb,  229  1 2-90  dollars ;  bj  lieut  now  major  Francis  Niclwli, «  »f 
dollars;  by  captain  Moses  M'CIane,  34  S9-90  doiUn;  h;srB;,>f 
vBDces  to  wounded  soldiers,  252  46-90  dollars ;  add  fur  fncti(ai,ll* 
ofadollar;  making  in  the  whole,  234S  33-90  ddlara:  ; 

To  brigadier  Thompson,  for  his  pay  from  the  1st  of  Miy  <»  thj^ 
Dec.  tr77,and  fur  bis  rations  from  the  1st  of  March  to  theSlil*'^ 
1164  dollars  i 

Ordered,  That  the  s&id  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  ^^'^*'^(^. 

Ordered,  That  1300  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  del^ates  of  Nt>-T*'* 
tlie  application  of  Mr.  Duer,  one  of  the  said  delegates,  forwliick* 
said  state  is  to  be  accountable.  ^ 

A  memorial  from  lieut.  col.  Thomas  Dyer,  was  read.  ^^V"'^^ 
esrly  and  continued  services  in  the  army,  and  his  loss  of  hnith,^*, 
covery  of  which  he  had  obtained  from  the  general,  a  furlouehfor*  ,^ 
and  praying,  as  his  furlough  is  near  expiring,  and  atate  of  Q*''^*TL 
Tenders  him  utterly  unable  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  the  sernce,  tWi' 
for  that  reason,  have  leave  to  resign  his  commission : 

Orileral,  That  it  be  referred  to  f^"^"  ^  " 

Congress  resumed  the  considen 
IVhcreupon. 

Beeoieed,  That  the  prisoners  noi 
who  have  been  apprehended  by  the 
quence  of  the  resolutions  of  Congr 
cnargcd  from  their  confinement  on 
oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  as 
orthefiillawingoatUurafiirraatlon.  I 
"  I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  or  affirm,  that 
state  uf  Pennsylvania,  as  a  free  and 
things,  demean  myself  as  a  good  an 
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Ordered,  That  the  preftideat  write  to  the  governor  of  Viipnia,  and  in* 
form  htm  of  this  resolution. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
devise  effectual  means  to  prevent  persons  disaffieicted  to  the  interest  of  the 
United  States,  from  being  employed  in  anj  of  the  important  offices  thereof, 
and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

A  motion  being  made  tor  preventing  abases  bj  officers  in  the  civil  de- 
partments of  the  army, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee^ 

Three  o'clock,  P-  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  IGth,  from  Messrs.  Hewes  &  Smith,  from  Edenton,  was 
read: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  F.  Hopkinson,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
navy  board,  concerning  th^  conduct  of  capt.  Barry,  was  read :  Whereupon, 
It  was  movedi  that  captain  Barry  be  not  employed  on  the  expedition  as- 
signed to  his  conduct  by  the  marine  committee,  with  the  approbation  of  Con- 
Sresa,  until  further  orders  of  Congress :  question  put,  the  states  were  equally 
ivided. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  30,  \77S. 

Mr.  Thomas  M^Kean,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended,  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

"  Iw  CouNou.,  Weonesdat,  p.  M.  December,  17,  1777. 

**  Whereas,  Csesar  Rodney,  Nicholas  Vandjke,  and  Thomas  M<Kean> 
esqrs.  have  been  chosen  by  joint  ballot  uf  the  two  houses  of  assembly  to  re- 
present Delaware  state  in  the  Continental  Congress :  Resolved,  That  they, 
or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  for 
mod  in  behalf  of  this  state,  to  concert,  agree  to  and  execute  any  measure 
which  they  or  he,  together  with  a  majority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  shall 
iudge  necessary  for  the  defence,  security,  interest,  and  welfare  of  this  state 
in  particular,  and  America  in  general ;  with  newer  to  adiourn  to  such  times 
ana  places  as  shall  appear  most  conducive  to  tne  public  saiety  and  advantage. 
<<  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

"BENJAMIN  VINING,  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

*'  Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

"  In  the  house  or  assembly,  eodrm  die. 

'*  Read  and  concurred  in,  SAMUEL  WEST,  Speaker. 

<'I  do  certify,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the 
council.  BENJAMIN  VINING,  Clerk  of  the  Council.'' 

The  committee  of  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  20,000  dollars  l>e  advanced  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  deputy  di- 
rector-general of  the  hospital  in  the  northern  department,  for  the  use  of  hii 
district ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  SOth,  from  Edward  Stevens,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to 
resM;n  his  commission : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  sent  to  Congress  a  letter  of  the  26th,  from  gen.  Wash- 
ington to  gen.  Gates,  president  of  the  board,  which  was  read  : 

Orderea,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  be 
directed  to  enquire  immediately  into  the  number  and  rank  of  the  commis- 
sioned and  non-commissioned  officers  who  have  come  out  of  Philadelphia 
vith  clothing  for  the  prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy,  and  into  the  conduct 
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of  all  the  persons  who  compose  the  escort,  whilst  they  htfebeeBMli 
route>  and  that  they  report  speciallj  to  Congress  the  reMltofthareaqin 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  brigadier  Hand,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That 'the  consideration  tliereof  be  postponed.  ^ 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Bush  was  read,  requesting  leave  to  rengn: 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy,  aadonfeiW' 
Kermovan,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  thej  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

An  account  of  Archibald  Steel  was  presented  to  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  quarter-master  general  immdipfl^ 
pare  and  render  an  account  to  Congress  of  all  his  public  expeBditBS< 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committtefl* 
ed  to  consider  the  proposals  contained  in  a  letter  to  gen.  Waihiig^^ 
the  committee  lately  sent  to  camp,  brought  in  a  report^  which  wasiv;i» 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  M'Rean  be  tM«^ 
committee. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  January  SI,  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  James  Mease,  with  one  enclosed  bw^ 
Caldwell,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  menb«**^ 
Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  was  rcad,rtp8!P^ 
the  necessity  of  appointing,  without  delay^  a  quarter-master  geneiil' 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  boinl*'^ 

spectiDgthe  Quarter- master's  department ;  Whereupon,  itwasaff^t 

'^  That  an  ofncer  of  rank,  activity,  and  well  acquainted  bj  ^^ 
with  the  business  of  quarter-master  aeneral,  be  immediately  m^^ 
that  office,  and  that  he  be  empowered  to  arrange  the  departmek^'^ 
approbation  and  concurrence  of  the  board  of  war :"  ^^ 

An  amendment  Was  moved  ^*  immediately  to  enter  upon  tbc^f 
thereof,  under  the  present  regulations,  and  that  the  quarter-misti^^^''^ 
cd,  in  concurrence  with  tlie  board  of  war,  to  prepare  a  new  ^nug"^ 
that  department,  to  be  laid  before  Congress  lOr  consideration  •'^^'^^^ 

A  motion  was  made,  that  tlie  consideration  of  the  subject  be  p^ 
till  Monday : 

^.'ffampthire,  Mr.  Frost, 
Ma»aa*tt9'Bay,}AT,  Geny, 

LoveJJ, 
Mhode-Jahnd,    Mr.  Elleiy, 
CoimecHciU,    ^Mr.  Dyer, 
jsTeto-Ywk,        Mr.  Duer, 
^ew^trtty,       Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Clark, 
PenruyhKOua,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

J.  B.  Smith, . 

CUngan, 

James  Smith, 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 


res 


Delaware,         Mr.  M'Kean,        's 


my 


Maryland,  Mr.  Henfy, 

Virginia,  Mr.  L.ee,  *'^ 

Jsr,'Car9Bna,  Mr.Penn,  • 

S^'CaroSna,  Mr.  Lanren^       4^ 

Oeorgia,  Mr.  Wood^ 


JOURNALS  OF  GONGBESS^  1778.  427 


SeseUMd,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  fttudl,  from  time  to  time,  aa 
occasion  maj  require,  recommend  to  Go&gress  proper  persona  in  the  respeC" 
tive  states  to  act  as  attornies  in  each  state  for  recovering  all  commercial 
debts  doe  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  for  claiming  the  eontinesi* 
tal  share  of  all  prizes  libeFted  in  the  court  of  admiraltj  of  the  state  where 
thej  maj  respectireljr  reside  ;  and  upon  such  persons  tieing  approved,  that 
the  president  execute  letters  of  attorney  to  such  persons  respectively,  to  be 
transmitted  to  them  bjthe  committee  of  commerce. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieut  col.  du  Plessis,  on  the 
application  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  700  dollars  be  paid  to  lieutenant-colonel  du  Plessis,  for  pay  due  to 
lieutenant-colonel  Gimat,  as  a  major  from  the  first  of  December,  1776,  to 
January,  1778,  inclusive,  being  14  months;  the  said  lieutenant-colonel 
Gimat  to  be  accountable : 

That  260  dollars  be  paid  to  Robert  Pattoq,  for  his  wages  as  messeiq^er  to 
Congress,  and  for  his  extraordinary  services  and  expenses  from  the  IStb  of 
September,  1777,  to  the  21st  of  January  last : 

That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  magazine  of  30,000  barrels  of  flour  for  the  use  of  the  army,  agree- 
ably to  the  orders  of  Congress ;  the  said  board  to  be  accountable. 

Hesalvedf  That  two  commissioners  of  accounts  be  forthwith  appointed 
for  the  northern  district,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Carter  and  Mr.  Millegan,  th# 
first  of  whom  has  resigned,  and  the  latter  is  appointed  a  commissioner  of 
claims: 

That  one  other  be  appointed  to  act  witli  the  commissioners  of  accounts  Kt 
Hartford,  in  the  room  of  William  Denning,  esq.  who  has  declined  that 
business. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  of  commerce  having  recommended  Abraham  Livin^slotit 
Nathaniel  Russel  and  Josiah  Smith,  jun.  as  suitable  persons  to  be  appointed 
attornies  for  recovering  all  commercial  debts  due  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  for  claiming  the  continental  share  of  all  prizes  libelled  in  the 
admiralty  court  in  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  the  said  Nathaniel  Russel 
and  Josiah  Smith,  or  either  of  them,  to  act  in  case  of  the  absence  or  deadi 
of  the  said  Abraham  Livingston : 

Begolvedf  That  the  persons  above  mentioned  be  approved,  and  thai  the 
president  be  directed  to  execute  a  letter  of  attorney  to  them  accordingly. 

Congress  ]>roceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners  of  accounts,  and^ 
the  ballots  being  taken,  Joseph  Henderson  and  Eleazer  Wales,  esqrs*  Wer6 
elected  commissioners  for  tne  northern  district,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Carter 
and  Mr.  Millegan;  and  Moses  Emmerson,  esq.  was  elected  commissiondf 
of  accounts  at  Hartford,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  William  Denning. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  Appointed 
to  devise  effectual  means  to  prevent  persons  disaffected  lo  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  from  being  employed  in  any  of  the  important  ofllces  thereof; 
Whereupon, 

He$olved,  That  every  officer  who  holds  of  slwD  hereafter  hold  a  commis* 
sion  or  office  from  Congress,  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or 
affirmation : 

•*  I,  do  acknowledge  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  free,  in* 

dependent  and  sovereign  states,  and  delare  that  the  people  thereof  owe  no 
allegiance  or  obedience,  to  George  the  third,  king  of  Great-Britain ;  and  I 
renounce,  refuse  and  abjure  any  allegiance  or  obedience  to  him :  and  I  do 
swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  newer,  support,  maintain 
and  defend  the  said  United  States,  against  the  saia  king  Geoige  th^  third 
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for  200,000 doIlArs,  m  punu&nceofthe  order  of  IIm  ^Jdof  Ju.krttii«l 
and  UDcelled,  and,  in  lien  thereof,  that  a  warrant  iune  on  Jow|iCU, 
en.  commJBHoner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  atate  of  B^ode-liltnd.klWd 
dollars,  in  favor  of  Ebeneur  Hancock,  deputr  paj^-master  Ronliilk 
eastern  department;  and  that  100,000  iloUan  be  paid  to  Uieuir'tfnrr 
to  be  b J  them  traiiaiuitted  to  the  aaid  deputy  pa;-master  gnienl,ili>s 
be  acGoo stable. 

That  200,000  dollara  be  paid  ta  the  board  of  war,  to  be  bj  tkitW- 
ted  to  Jooatbaii  Trambull,  iun.  pay-tnaster  in  the  northera  i"/^ 
which  turn  the  treuurer  is  airccted  to  have  io  readineu  M  HMqaBi 
the  aald  pav-maater  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  the  pregid  eat  of  the  board  of  war*  was  read : 

Ordtnd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaniiT. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  la  Neuville,  and  one  from  Charlw  Freisiili"* 
were  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  aame,  together  with  the  letter*  from  Bb.liS«H 
read  on  Thuradajr  last,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Januarj  20th,  from  toT.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  wm r^ 

The  rommittee  tu  whoRi  waa  referred  the  letter  fraaa  (be  uM"**" 
for  IncUao  ai&irB  in  the  northern  department,  ti^therwidi  ^f^. 
cloaed,  and  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  war  thereon,  bnittbt  *IW" 

Jtesolved,  That  the  commi»ionera  be  inatructed  to  apeak  to  Iteb^ 
at  the  intended  treaty  at  Johnston,  in  langoage  becoming  the  lepua*" 
of  free,  aorereign,  and  independent  itates,  and  in  aucha  toDcu*^ 
nnce  tiwm  that  we  ieel  ouraelvea  to  be  lo;  bat  whether  it  vi^^rf 
to  insist  upon  the  Indiaas  taking  an  active  part  in  brfi^of  ft"* 
mast  depend  apon  the  temper  they  shall  appear  to  be  in ;  thittto|i''' 
therefore,  be  aubmitted  to  the  diacretion  of  the  commissi  on  era.      , 

Memlvfd,  That  an  addition  of  one  commisBiuner  be  made,  u'  <*° 
pected  by  Congress  thataeaeral  Schuyler  will  attend  the  treatj.  ^, 

SewIved,Thatgov.  Ctintaa,  of  New  York,  be  empowered  iM^ 
to  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  be  the  commissioner  of  Indian  ifi^ 
Qortbem  department, and  todirecthimtoattend  the  treaty  abon"^'^ 

i&aohxrf, That  the  commisiioners  apeak  and  act  in  auch  iim**_; 
shall  think  most  likely  to  obtain  the  friendship  or  at  least  the  p^"^ 
tlie  Indians,  and  that  Congress  will  support  the  conmissionmii'V' 
Mrea  thejy  shall  conceive  beat  calculated  toanswer  these  ends-.  ^^ 

That  the  cummiaaioners  be  authorized  to  purchase  5  or  600  tb**y 
orderthatnaaober  to  be  sent  to  Johnston,  from  any«f  thepaUie"^ 
eastward,  if  to  be  bad  there,  to  be  given  as  presents  to  the  Indis^^, 

That  the  commissioners  be  informed,  that  the  hard  money  ia  fc^ 
chest  at  Albany,  is  already  appropriated.  ,  j 

A  tetter,  of  the31stof  JapuBry,from  general  Wash  tngfon,  «il>*> 
also  a  memorial  from  colonel  Form""  t*>iiiM*ifiif«rnmmnBtaii 
works,  on  condidon  of  fiimidiiBg 
price,  the  s^t  made  at  the  said  ww 

Qritrtd,  That  the  con  sldcralion 

A^onned  to  ten  oVioGk  to-moi 

TUESDAY, 
A  letter  of  Jo9^  Simons,  at  La 
laid  before  Congress,  and  rud ; 
OMeved,  iliat  it  be  referred  to  t 
A  letter,  of  the  «4th  of  January, 
Ordtrt^  That  it  berc&rred  lo  tl 
The  committee  of  commerce  broi 
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Segolvedg  That  the  committee  of  commerce  shall,  from  time  to  time,  aa 
occasion  majr  require,  recommend  to  Congress  proper  persons  in  the  respec- 
tive  states  to  act  as  attorntes  in  each  state  for  recovering  all  commercial 
debts  due  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  for  claiming  the  contineii* 
tal  share  of  all  prizes  libelled  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of  the  state  where 
ihej  may  respectireljr  reside ;  and  upon  such  persons  being  approved,  that 
the  president  execute  letters  of  attorney  to  such  persons  respectively,  to  be 
transmitted  to  them  by  the  committee  of  commerce. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieut.  col.  du  Plessis,  cXk  the 
application  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  700  dollars  be  paid  to  lieutenant-colonel  du  Plessts,  for  pay  due  ta 
lieutenant-colonel  Gimat,  as  a  major  from  the  first  of  December,  1776,  to 
January,  1778,  incbisive,  being  14  months;  the  said  lieutenant-colonel 
Giroat  to  be  accountable : 

That  260  dollars  be  paid  to  Robert  Pattoq,  for  his  wages  as  messenger  to 
Congress,  and  for  his  extraordinary  services  and  expenses  from  the  12tb  of 
September,  1777,  to  the  21st  of  January  last  s 

rhat  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  magazine  of  30,000  barrels  of  flour  for  the  use  of  the  army,  agree- 
ably to  the  orders  of  Congress ;  the  said  board  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  two  commissioners  of  accounts  be  forthwith  appointed 
for  the  northern  district,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Carter  and  Mr.  MiUegan,  the 
first  of  whom  has  resigned,  and  the  latter  is  appointed  a  commissioned  of 
claims: 

That  one  other  be  appointed  to  act  witli  the  commissioners  of  accounts  Kt 
Hartford,  in  the  room  of  William  Denning,  esq.  who  has  declined  that 
business. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  of  commerce  having  recommended  Abraham  Livin^sloiif 
Nathaniel  Russel  and  Josiah  Smith,  jun.  as  suitable  persons  to  be  appointed 
attornies  for  recovering;  all  commercial  debts  due  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  for  claiming  the  continental  share  of  all  prices  libelled  in  the 
admiralty  court  in  Hit  state  of  South-Carolina,  the  said  Nathaniel  Russel 
and  Josiah  Smith,  or  either  of  them,  to  act  in  case  of  the  absence  or  deadi 
of  the  S!ud  Abraham  Livingston : 

Resolv^  That  the  persons  above  mentioned  be  approved,  and  that  the 
president  be  directed  to  execute  a  letter  of  attorney  to  them  accordingly. 

Congress  |>roceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners  of  accounts,  and^ 
the  ballots  being  taken,  Joseph  Henderson  and  Eleazer  Wales,  esqrs.  iter6 
elected  commissioners  for  tne  northern  district,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Carter 
and  Mr.  Milleean;  and  Moses  Emmerson,  esq.  was  elected  comiuissioneif 
of  accounts  at  Hartford,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  William  Denning. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  devise  effectual  means  to  prevent  persons  disaHected  lo  tlie  interest  of  the 
United  States  from  being  employed  in  any  of  the  important  ofllces  thereof; 
Whereupon, 

Heeolvtd,  That  every  officer  who  hoMs  or  shtll  hereafter  hold  a  commis* 
sion  or  office  from  Congress,  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or 
affirmation : 

•*  I,  do  acknowledge  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  free,  in* 

dependent  and  sovereign  states,  and  delare  that  the  people  thereof  owe  no 
allegiance  or  obedience,  to  George  the  third,  king  of  Great-Britain ;  and  I 
renounce,  refuse  and  abjure  any  allegiance  or  obedience  to  him :  and  I  do 
swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  newer,  support,  maintain 
and  defend  the  said  United  States,  against  the  saia  king  Geoige  th^  third 
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and  his  heirs  and  snccessors,  and  his  and  their  abettors,  asustintiiidi&e 
rents,  and  will  senre  the  said  United  States  in  the  oflkeof       M\ 
now  hold,  with  fidelity,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  sad  uBdcntndig 
So  help  me  God." 
On  the  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

^,-Bamp9hire^  Mr.  Frost,  ajr  \  ay 

Ma9^*tU-Baif,  Ifr.  Gerry,  ay  >« 

Lovell,  ay  $ 

Hhode-Iiland^   Mr.  EUery,  ay  ^y 

CmmecHcutj      Mr.  D^'er,  t^yr*^ 
^rahJertcy,      Mr.  Witherspoon,    ayl 

Cbu^  ayS""^ 


Dffaware^         Mr.  M<Keio,  9h 

Maryland^         Mr.  Fofbo^  "L 

HcDiy,  »i 
rtrgtmoj           Mr.  F.  LLee. 

jS'.'CaroSna^    Mr.  Peiin,  ^^ 

S.'Car^SnOt      Mr.  Laurens,  q|H 

OfTgiOt  Mr.  LingwwHj,  a) 

Wood,  ^J- 


Perm$yhama^   Mr.  Roberdeau,       ay 

CHngin,  ay>  ay 

J.B.    mith,       ay) 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiWinative. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  in  the  army  shall  take  and  subscribeiei^ 
going  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  commander  in  chief,  or  aoj^vf^ 
eral  or  brigadier-general : 

That  all  officers  of  the  navy  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  uneMR^ 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  boards,  or  before  a  judge  orjvstinti^ 
peace  of  the  state  wherein  they  respectively  reside,  or  shall  itmm 
commissions  or  warrants : 

That  all  persons,  holding  any  civil  office  of  trust,  or  profit,  nndtritui- 
gress  of  these  United  States,  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  saidoiti^'^ 
mation,  before  a  judge,  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  state  wfaerdi^^ 
spectively  reside :  '       .  y 

That  every  officer,  having  the  disposal  of  public  inoney,  or  ^'w'Bi"'"^ 
be  entrusted  with  the  char^  or  distribution  of  public  stores,  flU^^ 
time  of  taking  and  subscribing  the  foregoing  oath,  or  affirmatioo,  i^* 
an  oath,  or  affinnation  ^f  office,  in  the  following  words,  viz. 

"  I,  do  swear  for  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully,  truly  ui  *F 

tially  execute  the  office  ot  to  which  I  am  appointed,  ^^^^|^^ 

account,  when  thereunto  required,  of  all  public  monies  bj  merc^' 
expended,  and  of  all  stores  4>r  other  effects  to  me  entrusted,  which  wg^ 
the  United  States ;  and  will,  in  all  respects,  discharge  the trsstty* 
roe  with  justice  and  intejerity,  to  the  best  of  my  skilland  undeudPj^ 

That  every  officer  taking  the  foreeoing^  oaths,  Or  affirmations,  v«p^ 
them,  shall  obtain  from  the  person  administering  the  same  daplici^^ 
cates  specifying  the  time  or  his  taking  it,  or  them,  and  also  his  i*^ 
rank,  or  employment :  ^^ 

That  every  military  officer  shall  deliver  or  transmit  one  of  ^^'^Zg 
so  obtained  to  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commander  ^^^^ff'^^ 
to  such  person  as  by  ^neral  orders  shall  be  appointed  to ^^^I^'aI 
and  the  said  commanding  officers  shall  cause  the  certificates,  ion^^ 
be  sent  to  the  secretary  of  Congress,  and  shall  keep  an  exact  list  ^^ 
of  all  officers  whose  certificates  shall  be  received  and  forwinled,«^ 
^  with  their  several  ranks  and  the  times  of  their  being  qualified : 

That  every  officer  in  the  navy  shall  deliver  or  send  one  of  the 
by  him  obtained  to  the  navy  lx>ard  most  convenient,  who  are  retp* 
transmit  the  same,  and  also  a  certificate  of  their  own  qualificattoBS; 
marine  committee,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be :  ^| 

That  every  other  person  employed  in  any  civil  department  oro*^ 
above  mentioned,  shall  send  or  deliver  one  of  the  certificates  br^l*!^ 
ed  to  the  secretary  of  the  §tate  to  which  he  belongs,  or  tosudi  ^J^ 
persons  as  the  ^vemor  or  president  of  such  state  shall  «*»«^'*"J^i 
vernors  or  presidento  of  the  several  sUtes  arc  hereby  requested  ta^ 
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this  matter,  and  to  cause  the  certificates,  when  received,  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  secretary  of  Congress : 

That  eacn  deponent  or  affirmant  shall  retain  and  keep  the  other  certifi* 
cate  by  him  obtained,  as  a  youcher  of  his  having  complied  with  what  is  here- 
by enjoined  him. 

Revived,  That  every  officer,  civil  or  military,  now  in  office,  shall  take 
and  sabscribe  the  qualification  above  directed,  within  twenty  days  after  m  - 
tice  hereof;  and  every  person  hereafter  appointed  to  any  office  by  or  under 
the  authority  of  the  Congress  of  the  Unitea  States  of  America,  shall  take  and 
sabscribe  the  same  previous  to  his  acting  in  such  office ;  and  every  officer  who 
shall  continue  or  presume  to  exercise  any  commission,  civil  or  military,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  without 
taking  the  oualincation  in  time  and  manner  above  directed,  shall  be  easier- 
ed,  and  forfeit  two  months'  pay  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  be  rendered  incapable  ot  serving  in  the  army  of  the  said  states,  and  of 
executing  thereafter  any  office  under  Congress. 

And  whereas  many  persons  employed  as  deputy  or  assistant  commissa- 
ries or  quarter-masters,  or  in  other  civil  departments,  are  dispersed  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  continent,  over  whom  neither  Congress  nor  the  head  of  their 
respective  departments  can  have  tlie  immediate  inspection : 

Msolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislative  and  executive  autho- 
rity of  every  state,  to  take  effectual  measures  for  preventing  any  person 
within  theif  states  from  exercising  any  office  in  the  civil  department  of  the 
army,  or  in  any  other  civil  department,  under  Congress,  who  shall  not,  when 
thereunto  required  by  any  magistrate,  produce  a  legal  appointment  to  sucli 
office,  and  a  certificate  of  his  having  taken  the  foregoing  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions, or  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  and  subscribe  the  said  oaths  or 
affirmations  within  the  time  above  limited. 

JUsolved,  That  the  resolutions  pjissed  the  21  st  day  of  October,  1776,  pre- 
scribing the  form  of  an  oath  or  affirmation,  and  directing  the  same  to  be  sub- 
scribed by  officers  holding  commissions  or  offices  from  Congress,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  repealed. 

Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  4,  1778. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  being  laid  before  Congress,  the  same  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Be^ived,  That  the  first  paragraph  relative  to  empowering  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance  to  contract  for  the  casting  of  brass  cannon,  &c.  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  four :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr. 
Lovell,  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

It  was  then  moved,  "  that  Messrs.  Goy,  Pierre,  Boichard,  Parrison,  and 
Niverd,  together  with  ten  artillery  Serjeants,  and  ten  seijeants  of  artificers* 
bein^  of  the  corps  that  came  over  with  Mens,  du  Coudray,  be  retained  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States:"  Question  put, 


JVeuhBon^ttkiref  Mr.  Frost, 
Maua^atu-Saff^  Mr.  Geny, 

Lovell, 
Jthode-lilttttd, 
Ctmnectieut, 


no  \n» 

ayS  ♦ 
Mr.  EUery,  no  W 

Mr.  Dyer,  ay  yay 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay 

Clark,  no 

Mr.  RobevdeftUf  ay 

J.  B.  Smith,  ay 

Clingui,  ay »  ''^ 

J«9.  Smith,  ay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative 


Dflatoare^ 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Maryand, 

Mr.  Porbea, 

Ileniy, 

Virghda^ 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Jsr.'Curo&na^ 

Mr.  Penn, 

S.'CaroHtui, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Creorgia^ 

Mr.  Langrworthy, 

Wood 

agyay 
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Jlewlved,  That  Mons.  Qoj,  Mons.  Pierre,  Mons.  Boichard,  Mods.  Pani- 
son,  and  Mons.  Niverd,  be  appointed  captains  of  artillery,  and  receiTe  the 
common  appointments  of  that  command  while  in  America : 

That  the  Serjeants  be  appointed  second  lieutenants  of  artiiiery*  with  the 
common  appointment  of  that  command  while  in  America.    . 

Uesolvm,  That  captain  Isaac  Corren  receire  monthly  25  dollars  addi- 
tional pay,  besides  his  present  appointments,  in  consideration  of  his  teaching 
the  laboratory  art  to  such  officers  of  artillery  as  shall  be  sent  to  him  fiir  that 
purpose. 

Ordered^  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Isaac  Corren,  to  pay 
his  company  of  laboratory  artillery-men,  and  to  recruit  the  said  company  to 
100  men,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  general  Washington;  he  to  account 
for  the  expenditure  to  colonel  Benjamin  Tlower,  who  is  to  be  charged  with 
the  same. 

Xesolved,  Tliat  Mr.  Penn  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  Georgia. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  January,  from  Mr.  M.  Clarkson,  was  read,  signi- 
fying his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  auditor,  to  which  Congress  bad  been 
pleased  to  appoint  him. 

•  A  letter,  ot  the  20th  of  Jan.  from  gen.  Sullivan ;  a  letter,  of  the  12th  of 
Jan.  from  A.  Cary,  speaker  of  the  senate,  and  George  Wythe,  speaker  of  the 
house  of  delegates,  of  Virginia,  and  one,  of  the  29Ui,  from  the  committee  of 
Congress  at  the  camp,  were  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  contineDtil 
loan-office  for  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for  20,000  dollars,  in  fitvor  of  the 
committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  Messrs.  Hewes  and 
Smith,  for  public  service ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  es^.  commissioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  3000 
dollars,  in  favor  bf  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  ts 
James  Warren,  esq.  for  public  service ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  ^f  William 
Buchanan,  esa.  commissary-general,  for  312,000  dollars,  of  which  200,000 
dollars  are  to  be  transmitted  to  William  Aylett,  esq.  deputy  commissarj- 
general  of  purchases  for  tlie  southern  district,  and  the  residue,  viz.  112.000 
dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  middle  department ;  for  which  tiie  said  commis- 
sary-eeneral  is  to  be. accountable. 

Ordered^  That  a  set  of  bills  of  excliange  be  drawn  by  the  president  on  the 
commissioners  in  France,  for  600  livres  tournois,  in  favor  of  lieut.  Fonqoet, 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Mons.  du  Coudray's  corps,  it  being  for  his 
gratification  allowed  by  Mr.  Deane,  and  not  included  in  the  settlement  with 
Mr.  le  Brun,  on  the  13th  of  Nov.  last;  and  that  the  two  sets  of  bills,  drawn 
on  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  bearing  date  the  14th  of  Nov.  last,  one  in 
favor  of  capt  Fouquet,  for  573  livres,  and  the  otiier,  in  favor  of  lievt  Foa- 
quet,  for  287  liv red  tournois,  be  delivered  to  them,  and  be  in  full  of  their  pay 
to  the  said  14th  of  Nov.  last. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  February  5,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  applications  be  directed  to  ex- 
amine into  the  circumstances  of  the  French  officers  who  have  been  detained 
in  this  town,  under  a  promise  of  having  tlieir  expenses  borne  until  employed, 
or  until  they  can  have  a  positive  answer  that  they  cannot  be  taken  into  the 
service,  ami  that  the  committee  report  what  sums  should  be  paid  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  take  into  consideration  the  services 
of  Charles  Thomson,  esq.  in  executing  the  office  of  secretary  of  Congress 
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since  the  10th  dij  of  Maj,  1776.  the  time  he  was  last  paid  up  to,  and  report 
an  adequate  allowance. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  Irom  the  council  of  P^insjlvania,  to  the  delegates  of 
that  state,  in  Congress,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

llie  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposal  of  the  board  of  war, 
respecting  fiAinderies,  broueht  in  a  report  ;*  Whereupon, 

BAolvedf  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  directed  to  Ihj  before 
Congress  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  erecting  and  carrying  on  ^  foundery 
for  brass  ordnance,  the  number  of  persons  necessary  to  conduct  the  business, 
and  the  proper  salaries  for  each. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,    ' 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  An- 
thony BttUer,  agent  to  quarter-master  general  Mifflin,  for  12,000  dollars,  for 
the  use  of  three  brigades  of  wagons  about  to  be  despatched  to  North -Carolina 
for  clothing;  for  which  the  said  quarter-master  eeneral  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  there  be  advanced  to  col.  DonSd  Campbell,  533  30.90  dol- 
lars, for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  add  that  a  warrant  issue  on  the  trea- 
surer for  the  said  sum.  r 

Resolvtdy  That  the  pay  of  commissioners  of  accounts  in  the  several  de* 
partments  be  augmented  to  ^ve  dollars  a  day. 

Jlesolved,  That  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  each  company  in  the 
service  of  Ae  United  States,  shall,  at  the  end  of  every  month,  furnish  the 
re^mental  pay-master  with  a  pay-roll,  containing  the  names  of  the  com- 
missioned and  non-commissioned  officers  and  private)^  of  the  company,  their 
raakj  the  time  from  and  to  which  they  are  to  be  paid,  their  monthly  pay,  the 
sums  due  to  each,  and  a  column  for  casualties,  in  which  is  to  be  inserted 
the  dates  of  deaths,  desertions,  discharges,  and  captivities :  and  the  several 
regimental  pay-masters  shall  respectively  keep  true  copies  of  such  pay-rolls, 
and  cause  the  amount  thereof  to  be  added  to  the  proper  abstracts  of  field 
and  staff  officers,  that  the  whole  mHy  be  examined,  as  heretofore  ordered  by- 
Congress. 

Msolvedf  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  send  to  William  Palfrey,  esq. 
the  money  ordered  on  the  14th  of  Jan.  last,  under  such  escort  as  the  board  of 
war  shall  furnish,  the  commanding  officer  c^the  escort  to  give  his  receipt  for 
the  same  to  the  treasurer,  which  receipt  shall  be  cancelled,  by  lodging  with 
the  treasurer,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  receipt  of  the  pay-master  general. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  27th  day  of  Aug.  1777,  to  collect  evidence 
of  the  state  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department,  and  also  of  the  slate  of 
the  troops,  military  stores  and  provisions  at  the  posts  of  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount-Independence,  before,  and  at  the  time  when  the  evacuation  was  deter- 
mined on,  report,  <*  That  they  have  made  the  fullest  enquiry  in  their  power 
into  die  several  articles  enumerated  in  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  date 
above  mentioned,  and  have  collected  a  variety  of  evidence,  which  they  are 
ready  to  transmit  to  general  Washington ;''  Whereupon, 

Beaohedt  That  the  committee  be  directed  to  transmit  the  evidence  by  them 
collected  to  gen.  W^aabington,  and  that  he  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
appoint  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  the  general  officers  who  were  in  the 
nortliem  department  when  Ticonderoga  and  Mount-Independence  i^ere 
evacuated,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  : 

That  two  counsellors,  learned  in  the  law,  be  appointed  to  assist  and  co- 
operate with  the  judge^advoeate  in  conducting  the  trial. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  counsellors,  and  the  gentlemen 
following  were  elected,  viz.  Jonathan  D.Sergeant,  esq.  attorney-general  for 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  William  Patterson,  esq.  attorney -general  for  the 
state  of  Mew-Jersey. 

Besolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  transmit  to  Con- 
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Jleaolved,  That  Mons.  Goj,  Mons.  Pterre*  Mods.  Boich&rd.  Mons.  Pam- 
Bon,  and  Mons.  Niverd,  be  appointed  captains  of  artillerj,  and  receive  the 
comnnon  appointments  of  that  command  while  in  America : 

That  the  Serjeants  be  appointed  second  iientenants  of  artillery,  with  the 
common  appointment  of  that  command  while  in  America.    • 

Rasolvea,  That  captain  Isaac  Corren  receive  monthlj  25  dollars  addi- 
tional paji  besides  his  present  appointments,  in  consideration  of  his  teaching 
the  laboratory  art  to  such  officers  of  artillerj  as  shall  be  sent  to  him  ler  that 
purpose. 

Ordered,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Isaac  Corren,  to  paj 
his  company  of  laboratory  artillery-men,  and  to  reeniit  the  said  conpany  to 
100  men,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  general  Washington ;  he  to  acooant 
for  the  expenditure  to  colonel  Benjamin  Flower,  who  is  to  be  charged  with 
the  same. 

Resolvedj  Tliat  Mr.  Penn  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  Geoigia. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  January,  from  Mr.  M.  Clarkscm,  was  read,  sipii- 
fying  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  auditor,  to  which  Congress  had  been 
pleased  to  appoint  him. 

•  A  letter,  ot  the  20th  of  Jan.  from  gen.  Sullivan ;  a  letter,  of  the  12&  of 
Jan.  from  A.  Cary,  speaker  of  the  senate,  atid  George  Wythe,  speaker  of  tihe 
house  of  delegates,  of  Virginia,  and  one,  of  the  29Ui,  from  the  comnittee  of 
Congress  at  the  camp,  were  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  continentil 
loan-office  for  (be  state  of  North-Carolina,  for  20,000  dollars,  in  fitvor  of  die 
committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  Messrs.  Hewes  and 
Smith,  for  public  service ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable- 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  es^.  commiosiooer 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  3000 
dollars,  in  favor  bf  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  them  transniitted  to 
James  Warren,  esq.  for  public  service ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Orderfsd,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  William 
Buchanan,  esq.  commissary-general,  for  312,000  dollars,  of  which  dOO,000 
dollars  are  to  be  transmitted  to  William  Aylett,  esq.  deputy  comroissaiy- 
general  of  purchases  for  tlie  southern  district,  and  the  residue,  viz.  II2UX)0 
dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  middle  department;  for  which  tiie  said  commis- 
sary-eeneral  is  to  be. accountable. 

Ordered^  That  a  set  of  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  by  the  presidentoo  the 
commissioners  in  France,  for  600  livres  toumois,  in  favor  of  Heat.  Fouqoet, 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Mons.  du  Coudray's  corps,  it  being  for  hie 
gratification  allowed  bj  Mr.  Deane,  and  not  included  in  the  setttement  with 
Mr.  le  Brun,  on  the  13th  of  Nov.  last ;  and  that  the  two  sets  of  bills, drawn 
on  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  bearing  date  the  14th  of  Nov.  last,  one  in 
favor  of  capt.  Fouquet,  for  573  livres,  and  the  other,  in  favor  of  iieut.  Fou- 
quet,  for  287  livred  toumois,  be  delivered  to  them,  and  be  in  full  of  their  pay 
to  the  said  14th  of  Nov.  last. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  February  5,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  applications  be  directed  to  ex- 
amine into  tlie  circumstances  of  the  French  officers  who  have  been  detained 
in  this  town,  under  a  promise  of  having  their  expenses  borne  until  employed, 
or  until  they  can  have  a  positive  answer  that  they  cannot  be  taken  into  the 
ticrvice,  and  that  the  committee  report  what  sums  should  be  paid  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  take  into  consideration  the  services 
of  Charles  Thomsun,  esq.  in  executing  the  office  of  secretary  of  Congress 
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since  the  lOth  dij  of  Maj,  1776,  the  time  he  was  last  paid  up  to^  and  report 
an  adequate  allowance. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  the  coapcil  of  Pennsjlvattia,  to  the  delegates  of 
that  state,  in  Congress,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

llie  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposal  of  the  board  of  war, 
respecting  fcftinderies,  brought  in  a  report  ^Whereupon, 

M^ved,  That  the  boara  of  war  and  ordnance  be  directed  to  \hy  before 
Congress  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  erecting  and  carrying  on  ^  ^undery 
for  brass  ordnance,  the  number  of  persons  necessary  to  conduct  the  bu8ines^, 
and  the  proper  salaries  for  each. 

The  committee  on  the  treasure  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,    ' 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  An- 
thony Bntler,  agent  to  quarter-master  general  Mifflin,  for  12,000  dollars,  for 
the  use  of  three lirigades  of  wagons  about  to  be  despatched  to  North-Carolina 
for  clothing;  for  which  the  said  quarter-master  general  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  there  be  advanced  to  col.  Donald  Campbell,  533  30.90  dol- 
lars, for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  and  that  a  warrant  issue  on  the  trea- 
surer for  the  said  sum.  ^ 

Resolvedj  That  the  pay  of  commissioners  of  accounts  in  the  several  de- 
partments  be  augmented  to  five  dollars  a  day. 

Jtesotved,  That  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  each  company  in  tlie 
service  of  tiie  United  States,  shall,  at  the  end  of  every  month,  furnish  the 
Tegmental  pay-master  with  a  pay-roll,  containing  the  names  of  the  com* 
missioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  company,  their 
raak»  the  time  from  and  to  which  they  are  to  be  paid,  their  monthly  pay,  the 
sums  due  to  each,  and  a  column  for  casualties,  in  which  is  to  be  inserted 
tbe  dates  of  deaths,  desertions,  discharges,  and  captivities :  and  the  several 
regimental  pay-masters  shall  respectively  keep  true  copies  of  such  pay-rolls, 
and  cause  the  amount  thereof  to  be  added  to  the  proper  abstracts  of  field 
and  staff  officers,  that  the  whole  mHy  be  examined,  as  heretofofe  ordered  by 
CongreM. 

Jtooioed,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  send  to  William  Palfrey,  esq. 
the  money  ordered  on  the  14th  of  Jan.  last,  under  such  escort  as  the  board  of 
war  shall  furnish,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  escort  to  give  his  receipt  for 
the  same  to  the  treasurer,  which  receipt  shall  be  cancelled,  by  lodging  with 
the  treasurer,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  receipt  of  the  pay-master  general. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  27th  day  of  Aug.  1777,  to  collect  evidence 
of  the  state  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department,  and  also  of  the  slate  of 
the  troops,  military  stores  and  provisions  at  the  posts  of  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount-Independence,  before,  and  at  the  time  when  the  evacuation  was  deter- 
mined on,  report,  ^*  That  they  have  made  the  fullest  enquiry  in  their  power 
into  die  several  articles  enumerated  in  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  date 
above  mentioned,  and  have  collected  a  variety  of  evidence,  which  they  are 
ready  to  transmit  to  general  Washington ;"  Whereupon, 

Rewohed,  That  the  committee  be  directed  to  transmit  the  evidence  by  them 
collected  to  gen.  Washington,  and  that  he  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
appoint  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  the  general  officers  who  were  in  the 
nortliem  department  when  Ticonderoga  and  Mount- Independence  if  ere 
evacuated,  agreeablr  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  : 

That  two  counsellors,  learned  in  the  law,  be  appointed  to  assist  and  co- 
operate with  the  judge-advoeate  in  conducting  the  trial. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  counsellors,  and  the  gentlemen 
follonniig  were  elected,  viz.  Jonathan  D.. Sergeant,  esq. attorney-general  for 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  William  Patterson,  esq.  attorney -general  for  the 
state  of  Mew-Jersey. 

Besoived,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  transmit  to  Con- 
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Rewolvfd^  That  Mons.  Oojr,  Mons.  Pierre,  Mom.  Boicliird,MoiLh(i 
son,  and  Mons*  Niverd,  be  appointed  captains  of  artilkry,  wsi  wmk 
common  appointments  of  that  command  while  in  America : 

That  the  Serjeants  be  appointed  second  lieutenants  of  artiUei7,wJAA( 
common  appointment  of  that  command  while  in  America. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Isaac  Corren  receive  monthly  25  (Minid£- 
tional  pay,  besides  his  present  appmntments,  in  cemudentisnoniiivkif 
the  laboratory  art  to  such  officers  of  artillery  as  shall  be  seat  to  Mil 
purpose. 

Orderedj  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Isaac  Cotra. tiff 
his  company  of  laboratory  artillery-men,  and  to  reeniit  the  hM  cii|i!^ 
100  men,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  general  Wa8hing(oa;ktiin<it 
for  the  expenditure  to  colonel  Beit|amin  Flower,  who  is  to  be  dsq^^ 
the  same. 

Jiesolvedj  Tliat  Mr.Penn  be  added  to  the  committee  on  ih^Miti^ 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  January,  from  Mr.  M.  Clark8on,wisr4^ 
fying  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  auditor,  to  wUch  CoograiW^ 
pleased  to  appoint  him.  , 

A  letter,  ot  the  20th  of  Jan.  from  gen.  Sullinm ;  a  letter,  of  i^*| 
Jan.  from  A.  Gary,  speaker  of  the  senate,  atid  Oeorse  Wythe,  «p«te'' 
house  of  deleeates,  of  Virginia,  and  one,  of  the  29ra,  {ran  thecflsatts' 
Con8;ress  at  the  camp,  were  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Wh«tiy>.^ 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  (^<J||| 
loan-office  for  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for  20,000  dollars,  ffih*"^ 
committee  of  commerce,  to  be  bj  them  transmittMl  to  Messrs.  H^* 
Smith,  for  public  service ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable. 


Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appteton,  esq.  c'*'''^ 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  liassachnsetts-Biji  fc*^ 
dollars,  in  favor  bf  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  themtnMWJ^ 
James  Warren,  esq.  for  public  service ;  the  said  comnnittee  tebesce^ 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  &yv^^ 
Buchanan,  esq.  commissary-general,  for  312,000  dollars,  of  wBAiM| 
dollars  are  to  be  transmitted  to  Williapa  Aylett,  esq.  deputy  csaij^ 
general  of  purchases  for  tlie  southern  district,  and  the  residue,^" 
dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  middle  department;  for  which  the sul 
sary-eeneral  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  set  of  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  by  the  vrcsM^ 
commissioners  in  France,  for  600  livres  toumois,  in  favor  of  lies^^ 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Mons.  du  Coudray's  corps,  it  l#^ 
gratification  allowed  by  Mr.  Deane,  and  not  included  in  the  m^^^ 
Mr.  le  Brun,  on  the  13th  of  Nov.  last;  and  that  the  two  sets  of ^^^ 
on  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  bearing  date  the  14th  of  Nor.  M*^ 
favor  of  capt  Fouquet,  for  573  livres,  and  the  other,  in  favsrsf  Bf^ 
quet,  for  28r  livred  toumois,  be  delivered  to  them,  and  be  in  fall sfWt 

to  tlie  said  14th  of  Nov.  last. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Fdrruta^  5,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  committed  on  foreign  applications  be  £rsctrf 
amine  into  the  circumstances  of  the  French  officers  who  have  bees 
in  this  town,  under  a  promise  of  having  their  expenses  bone  m 
or  until  thev  can  have  a  positive  answer  that  they  cannot  be  tsk^* 
service,  ami  that  the  committee  report  what  sums  should  be  pwd*** 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  take  into  consideration  tie  "pJ 
of  Charles  Thomson,  esq.  in  executing  the  office  of  secretaiy  rf^*^ 
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officer  bring  bftck  a  receipt  from  the  pay-master  general,  to  be  lodged  with 
the  treasurer ;  the  paj-master  general  to  be  accountable. 

CcMigreai  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to  ^hom 
were  r^erred  the  letters  from  Dr.  Shippen,  Dr.  Rush,  and  others ;  and  there- 
upon came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

For  the  better  regulating  the  hospitals  of  the  United  States, 

Resolved^  That  uiere  be  a  deputy  director-general  for  the  hospitals  be- 
tween Hudson's  and  Potomac  rivers ;  and  that  the  superintending  care  of 
theilirector-general  be  extended  equally  oyer  the  hospitals  in  every  district, 
and  that  he  be  excused  from  the  duty  of  pfovidins  supplies,  when  the  depu- 
ty director-general  shall  be  ready  to  enter  upon  tne  omce  : 

That  the  several  officers  of  the  hospitals  shall  cease  to  exercise  such  of 
their  former  powers  as  are  herein  assigned  to  other  officers  thereof: 

^  That  in  the  absence  of  the  director-general  from  any  district,  the  physt* 
clan -general  and  sureeon -general  shall  hereafter  determine  the  numoer  of 
liospitals  to  be  provided  by  the  deputy  director-general  for  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and  shall  superintend  and  controul  the  affairs  of  such  hospitals: 

That  the  director-general  shall  consult  with  the  physician  ^general  and 
surgeon-general  in  each  district,  about  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  hospi- 
tals, and  shall  give  orders  in  writing  to  the  deputy  director-general  thereof 
to  provide  the  same ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  director-general,  the  physi- 
cian-general and  surgeon -general  shall  issue  such  orders  : 

That  each  deputy  uirector-^neral  shall  appoint  one  or  more  of  the  assist- 
ant deputy  directors,  under  him,  to  the  sole  Dusiness  of  providing  beds,  fur- 
nitore,  utensils,  hospital  clothing,  and  such  like  articles ;  and  shall  appoint 
one  or  more  to  provide  medicines,  instruments,  dressings,  herbs,  and  neces- 
saries of  a  similar  kind  : 

That  the  director-general  shall  frequently  visit  the  hospitals  in  each  dis- 
trict, and  see  that  the  regulations  are  carried  into  effect ;  shall  examine  into 
tHe  number  and  qualifications  of  the  hostiital  officers,  report  to  Congress  any 
a-j'ises  that  may  have  taken  place,  and  discharge  the  supernumerary  officers, 
if  there  beany,  that  all  unnecessary  expense  may1i)e  saved  to  the  public;  and 
when  the  director-general  is  in  any  particular  district,  the  physician-general 
and  surgeon-general  in  that  district  shall  not  appoint  any  officers  without 
his  consent : 

That,  on  the  settlement  of  hospital  accounts,  the  officers  entrusted  with 
public  money  shall  produce  vouchers  to  prove  the  expenditure,  and  receipts 
from  the  proper  officers  of  the  hospitals,  specif  jring  the  delivery  of  the  stores 
and  other  articles  purchased  ;  and  the  apotnecaries,  mates,  stewards,  matrons, 
and  other  officers,  receiving  such  stores  and  other  articles,  shall  be  accounta- 
ble for  the  same,  and  shall  produce  vouchers  for  the  delivery  thereof  from 
such  officers,  and  according  to  such  forms  as  the  physicians-general  and  sur- 
geons-general have  directed,  or  ^hall,  from  time  to  time,  direct ;  which  forms 
and  directions  the  physicians  and  surgeons^neral  shall  report  to  the  board 
of  treasury : 

That  the  director-general,  or,  in  his  absence  from  the  district,  the  physician- 
general,  and  surgeon-general,  shall  appoint  a  ward -master  for  each  hospital, 
to  receive  the  arms,  accoutrements  and  clothing  of  each  soldier  admitted 
therein,  keeping  entries  of,  and  civing  receipts  for  such  articles,  which,  on 
the  recovery  of  the  soldier,  shall  be  returned  to  him,  or,  in  case  of  his  death, 
the  arms  and  accoutrements  shall  be  delivered  to  the  commissary  or  deputy- 
commissary  of  military-stores,  and  receipts  be  taken  for  the  same ;  aim  the 
ward-maater  shall  receive  and  be  accountable  for  the  hospital  clothing; 
and  perform  such  other  services  as  the  physician-general  or  surgeon-general 
thall  direct : 

That  the  physician-general  and  surgeon -general  shall  hereafter  make  no  re- 
VoL.  ft.  •  5fi 
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grass,  the  proccdiugi  of  all  general  courts-nurtial  held  mtbe  trill  efgn 
ofiicers. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  Sd,  frra  ftcood^ 
PennsylvBDia  to  their  delrgales  in  Congress  :  Whereupon, 

Rmolved,  That  a  committee  of  thrae  be  appointed  to  tike  inU  maka- 
tion  the  said  letter ;  that  the  board  of  war  be  directed  lo  U;  btfefcnl 
committee  tlie  whole  of  their  proceedings  in  consetiuenceoflkniilia 
of  Congress  of  the. 15th  of  Janusrr  lsst,for  the  Is^'ing  up  aipamiyi 
for  the  use  of  the  army  ;  and  tliatthe  said  committee  report,  u  MIHJ 
be,  what  measures  should  be  taken  fur  that  purpose :  the  oitBbndKi. 
Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  HenrT,  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

A  letter,  of  the  SA,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  bosnltf  Ri'll' 
28th  of  Januarj :  Whereupon, 

Rnolved,  That  the  following  plan  be  adopted  forcarfjingblgnA 
execution  the  important  business  of  the  quarter -master  geoenl : 

Ut.  The  militarj  line,  to  be  styled  the  cjaarter-maater  geiwnl^^ 
IB  to  include  the  regulating  of  marches,  encampments,  order  of  bittl^k*^ 
as  described  in  the  books  of  tlie  profession  ; 

This  officer  not  to  have  the  disposal  of  public  money,  except  »!■»' 
sional  sums  for  defraying  petty  expenses  in  the  army. 

Sd.  I'he  commissary  of  forage,  who  is  to  be  confined  to  dtllvti^*'* 
purchases. 

3d.  The  commissary  for  horses  and  wagons.  , 

4th.  The  agents  for  the  purchase  of  tents,  entrenching  tooliiW' 
barracks,  and  for  all  the  smaller  supples  of  the  department. 

The  three  last  to  be  governed  in  their  purchases  by  the  eid"* 
orders  of  the  Quarter -master  general  or  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  I'nat  the  board  of  war  prepare  suitable  regulatiofli  frk^ 
ter-master  general's  department,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  plu-     . 

The  boara  of  war  having  returned  the  memorial  of  lient.  tol  D** 
tiidr  opinion  thereon.  Congress  took  the  same  into  contidcnWi" 
thereupon, 

Betolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  extend  lienttil.P 
furlough  to  the  1st  of  April ;  and  if,  at  that  time,  he.  shall  mthm"^ 
ed  hisliealth,  so  as  to  be  able  to  take  the  field,  that  his  resiguti*** 
accepted.  , 

A  lelter,  (^  Jan.  the  13th,  from  major-geDersl  Heath,  at  W** 
Bondrr  papers  encloaed,  was  read ! 

Oraerea,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjoorned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  ^.fcraflru  R.  ITTS. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  th 
l^nce,  with  power  to  extract  and 
gence  referred  to  them  as  they  ihal 
J.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Lovel),  and  Mr.  h 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  I 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  isiue  c 
of  the  Delaware  state,  for  10,000  d 
George  Read,  esq.  vice-president' 
cruiting  the  Delaware  battalion  ;  t! 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  oi 
wr  of  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay- 
by_  the  treasurer,  for  the  use  of  tlie 
ceiptfbi  the  money  from  the  officer 
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iftstte  proper  warrants  oa  the  pay-matter  or  deputy  paj-maBter-^oeral  iB 
duchajige  thereof: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  tke  legislatures  of  the  respective  states,  forth- 
with to  transmit  to  the  board  of  treasury,  duplicate  accounts  of  all  mo- 
nies heretofore  advanced  by  them  for  the  United  States,  to  regimental 
pay-masters*  or  other  officers  of  the  army  :  that  the  board  of  treasury  be 
directed  to  order  a  record  to  be  kept  of  such  accounts,  charging  the  proper 
officers  therewith ;  and  that  each  state  sustain  the  loss  which  may  arise  from 
the  detention  of  its  accounts  aforesaid,  after  the  first  day  of  July  next  x 

That  the  auditor^general,  commissioners  of  accounts,  pay-master  and 
deputy  pay  ^masters-general,  and  such  other  continental  officers  as  may  have 
monies  charged  in  their  offices  to  persons  who  are  to  account  with  the  respec- 
tive auditors,  be  directed  to  send,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next, 
and  afterwards  quarterly,  to  the  respective  auditors  of  the  army,  duplicate 
accounts  of  such  charges,  and  to  nimish  them  with  the  necessary  papers 
and  iofomiation,  when  required,  for  executing  their  office :  and  the  said  au- 
ditors are  severally  directed  to  observe  the  same  rule  with  respect  to  each 
other,  and  also  once  a  quarter  to  transmit,  to  each  of  the  officers  aforesaid, 
duplicate  lists  of  the  regiments,  whose  acceuots  they  are  to  audit,  and  to 
the  board  of  treasury,  a  list  of  accounts  received  from  the  several  offlcei)s 
aforesaid,  together  with  the  names  of  such  of  the  said  officers  as  shall  have 
neglected  to  comply  with  this  resolve,  in  order  that  the  board  may  have  the 
proper  informations,  to  the  end  that  such  speedy  and  effectual  measures  may 
be  taken  therein  as  may  be  just  and  necessary: 

That  the  auditors  shall  keep  fair  and  regular  books  constantly  posted,  and 
shall  char|;e  therein  all  accounts  referred  to  them  for  settiemeht  by  the  pre- 
ceding article,  and  all  warrants  drawn  in  favor  of  persons  who  are  account- 
able to  them  for  the  same  t  they  shall  also  keep  a  fair  record  of  all  accounts 
disallowed  by  them,  and  of  such  as  are  allowed,  but  not  stated  in  the  said 
books,  in  orcfer  to  which,  and  that  the  pay-rolls,  abstracts  and  accounts  set- 
tled by  the  auditors  may  be  filed  in  their  respective  offices,  no  warrant  what- 
ever snail  be  paid  by  the  pay-master  or  deputy  pay-master  general,  until  the 
respective  auditor  shall  have  certified  thereon  that  it  has  passed  his  inspec- 
tion, and  that  the  accounts  and  vouchers  thereto  belonging  are  lodged  in  his 
pffice : 

That  each  recruiting-officer  shall  produce  certificates  from  the  muster- 
master  or  deputy  muster-master  general,  specifying  the  number  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  soldiers,  and  if  officers  of  the  fight-horse,  the  number  of 
horses,  arms  and  equipage  belonging  to  their  respective  regiments,  com* 
panics  or  troops,  together  with  such  vouchers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prove 
the  sums  expended  for  these  articles,  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  before 
their  Joining  the  army,  the  loss  of  money  by  death,  desertions  of  non- 
comraisaioBed  officers  or  soldiers  before  muster,  or  other  necessary  ex- 
penses, ameably  to  the  resolves  of  Congress  in  such  case  provided : 

That  if  any  officer  shall  not,  within  one  month  after  application  for  that 
purpose,  render  his  account  to  the  proper  auditor,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  with- 
holains  or  embezzling  the  public  money,  such  auditor  shaft  make  report 
thereof  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army,  who  shall  order  a  court- 
martial  on  such  officer,  in  order  that  he  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  th^ 
rules  and  articles  of  war  in  that  case  provided  : 

That  each  re^mental  pay-master  or  other  officer  of  the  army  shall,  upon 
settlement  of  his  account,  refund  all  sums  of  monev,  which  he  has  drawn 
for,  but  not  paid  to  prisoners,  deserters,  and  men  who  have  died  in  the  ser- 
vice ;  and  the  auditor  shall  keep  an  alphabetical  record  of  the  names  of 
such  prisoners,  deserters  and  dead  men,  together  with  the  sums  received  on 
account  of  each ;  and  upon  application  of  any  prisoner  or  his  agent*  or  the 
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ttinis  to  tiie  deputy  dir«cIare-geoeral.  but  the  retonu  riuilbenhbrh 
said  officer!  reapectivelr  to  the  director-gene  ml,  who  iIhU  unfilliBiK 
nit  cmupB  of  ekch  with  his  mtwthlf  return  to  Congrcs*,  ud  tnfmmH 
the  officers  aforeuid  u  n^lect  thiHoranj  other  part  of  their diiti,ndii| 
report  their  names  to  Congress  : 

That  the  director  and  deputy  (J i rectors-^ Deral  forthwith  prtp4w<c 
couDts,  aod  adjust  them  with  the  cetnmiMioDers  of  claias : 

That  four  dollars  a-dar,  aud  tlte  former  allowance  of  ratios), kin^ 
allowed  to  each  assistant  deouty -director  and  the  comiaiBsaiT  of  ^^^ 
in  each  district  ;and  one  dollar  a-day.  and  two  rations,  tneiKhni'*^' 

Reaolmd.  That  Dr.  Potts  be  callnl  from  the  northern  diitri(t,iiti(^ 
ted  to  act  aa  deputy  director ^aeral  in  the  middle  districL 

Raoloed,  That  the  eldest  a ssittant  depatT-dircctnr  in  AtMltoi* 
trict  shall  eiccate  the  office  of  deputy  directer-general  in  tbc oil** 
until  the  further  orders  of  tJon^reas:  I 

That  the  salaries  of  the  hos pit al -officers  and  debts  coBttactcdhkl* 
pitals  of  the  middle- district  to  the  time  of  Dr.  Fotts'i  eatcriif|f ' 
ottce  of  depaty  d  tree  torque  ral  therein,  shall  be  adjusted  nd|i(l!l''| 
director-general,  who  shall  deliver  all  the  public  atores  in  bit  rMMl* 
the  deputy  director-general  or  his  order,  taking  dnplicitc  ma^^* 
same,  and  transmitting  one  of  each  to  the  board  of  treamrtf;iMt>* 
rule  shall  beobaerred  by  Dr.  PoUa  with  re«pect  to  thesalarieiK'w 
the  hospital  of  the  northern  district,  and  the  public  atom  tktM<* 
are  to  be  delivered  to  his  successor  in  office  in  tnat  district. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  physician -genera i  is  ii'*' 
district,  in  tke  room  of  Dr.  Rush,  and  the  ballots  beii^  taken,  DtH* 
Brown  was  elected. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refierred  tke  report  of  the  conoittti^ 
ed  to  consider  the  proposals  contain   *"      " 
the  committee  sent  to  camp,  broughi 
to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas,  itlias  been  found  by 
a  TMolution  of  Congress  of  th«  39 
■aoh  officers  as  have  been  intnete 
tinental  battalions,  has  not  hadthei 
bertieiof  the  United  States  that  di 
diture  of  dieir  public  monies,  to  ei 
that  system  of  corruption  and  tyrt 
their  annatural  enemies : 

Mnolvtd,  That  the  resolntion  af 
HnpoWers  the  commisaioilers  oTclai 
attrmations,  be  repealed. 

Tkal  a  suitable  number  of  auditi 
for  the  armies  of  tiie  United  States 

That  it  shall  be  theduty  of  each  a 
appointed,  and  not  to  be  abaent  wi^ 
to  call  to  accoont  all  ragimental-of 
have  received  and  hare  not  accon 
the  pay-roUi  and  abatracts  of  the  a 


the  dmartmenta  of  (he  quArter-mi 
barrack-roaster-general,  and  of  thf 
•oners  and  military  stores  ;  to'certil 
any  accounts,  and  to  present  such 
ing  officer,  who  shall  thereapon,  ui 
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•sue  pivper  varraBts  Oft  the  pajr-naster  or  depat^  pay-master-gcDcral  ifi 
i^tHicharge  thereof: 

f*.  That  it  be  recommended  to  tke  legidatures  of  the  re»peotive  atatcs,  forth- 

lifnih  to  trangfttk  to  the  board  of  treasury,  duplicate  accounts  of  all  mo- 

liei  heretofore  advanced  by  them  for  the  United  States,  to  regimental 

^f-mistera,  or  other  officers  of  the  army  :  that  the  board  of  treasury  lie 

^^irected  to  order  a  record  to  be  kept  of  such  accounts,  charging  the  proper 

^' Jeers  therewith ;  and  that  each  state  sustain  the  loss  which  may  arise  from 

^-e  detention  of  its  accounts  aforesaid,  after  the  first  day  of  July  next : 

,,, That  the  aoditor-general,  commissioners  of  accounts,  pay-ivaster  and 

,  jpotypayHnasters-general,  and  such  other  continental  officers  as  may  hare 

^  oaies  cliarged  in  their  offices  to  persons  who  are  to  account  with  the  resped- 

^/e  toditors,  be  directed  to  sena,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next, 

\d  atterwarcb  Quarterly^  to  the  respective  auditors  of  the  army,  duplicate 

counts  of  suca  charges,  i^nd  to  nirnish  them  with  the  necessary  papers 

^d  mfontuition^  when  required,  for  executing  their  office :  and  the  said  au- 

^  ;ors  are  severally  directed  to  otiserve  the  same  rule  with  respect  to  each 

ier,and  also  once  a  quarter  to  transmit,  to  each  of  the  officers  aforesaid, 

plicate  lists  of  the  regiments,  whose  accounts  they  are  to  audit,  and  to 

;  board  of  treasury,  a  list  of  accounts  received  from  the  several  offlcei)s 

iresaid,  together  with  the  names  of  such  of  the  said  officers  as  shall  have 

{[lected  to  comply  with  this  resolve,  in  order  that  the  board  may  have  the 

[tper  f'nfonoations,  to  the  end  that  such  speedy  and  eflfectual  measures  may 

taken  therein  as  may  be  just  and  necessary: 

That  the  auditors  shall  keep  fair  and  regular  books  constantly  posted,  and 
H  charge  therein  all  accounts  referred  to  them  for  settlement  oy  thepre- 
ing  article,  and  all  warrants  drawn  in  favor  of  persons  who  are  account- 
s  to  ihem  (or  the  same :  they  shall  also  keep  a  fair  record  of  all  accounts 
illowed  by  them,  and  of  such  as  are  allowed,  but  not  stated  in  the  said 
ks,  in  order  to  which,  and  that  the  pay-rolls,  abstracts  and  accounts  aet- 
i  by  the  auditors  may  be  filed  in  their  respective  offices,  no  warrant  what- 
r  shall  be  paid  by  the  pay-master  or  deputy  pay -master  general,  until  the 
pectife  aaaitor  shall  have  certified  thereon  that  it  has  passed  his  inspec- 
1,  and  that  the  accounts  and  vouchers  thereto  belonging  are  lodged  in  his 
'e : 

*hat  each  recruiting-officer  shall  produce  certificates  from  the  mnster- 
ter  or  deputy  muster- master  general,  specifying  the  number  of  non-com- 
ioned  officers  and  soldiers,  and  if  officers  of  the  Hght-horse,  the  number  of 
ss,  arms  and  equipage  belons;ing  to  their  respective  regiments,  com- 
ja  or  troops,  together  with  such  vouchers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prove 
tims  expended  for  these  articles,  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  before 

joining  the  army,  the  loss  of  money  by  death,  desertions  of  non- 
lissioBed  officers  or  soldiers  before  muster,  or  other  necessary  ex- 
is,  agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  Congress  in  such  case  provided : 
ai  itany  officer  shall  not,  within  one  month  after  application  for  fhatt 
se,  render  his  account  to  the  proper  auditor,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  with- 
er or  embezzling  the  public  money,  such  auditor  shaH  malcc  report 
i  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army,  n^  shall  order  a  coort- 
1  on  such  officer,  in  order  that  he  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  th^ 
nd  Brtieles  of  war  in  that  case  provided : 

t  each  reKi*nental  pay-master  or  other  officer  of  the  army  shall,  upon 
^nt  of  his  account,  refund  all  sums  of  monev,  whidi  he  has  drawn 
;  uot  paid  to  prisoners,  deserters,  and  men  who  have  died  in  the  ser- 
ind  the  auditor  shall  keep  an  alphabetical  record  of  the  names  of 
isoncca,  deserters  and  dead  men,  together  with  the  sumareceifed  on 

of  each  ;   and  upon  application  of  any  prisoner  or  his  agent,  or  the 


438  JOURNALS  (NT  C0N6BU8.  im. 

general  of  militarj  stores,  was  laid  before  Coi^fts,  and  after  some  time 
spent  thereoo, 
Adjourned  to  three  o^cIock. 

Three  6'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  farther  the  report  of  the  board  of  war.  on 
the  department  of  the  commissary -general  of  militarj  st«M:es ;  but,  not  having 
time  to  go  through  the  same, 

Hesolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morcow. 

Besolvedf  That  another  chaplain  be  chosen  tor  tne  hospital  in  the  middle 
department :  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  ReT.  James  Sprout  was  elected* 

The  delegates  from  North-Carolina  laid  before  Congress  a  resolution  of 
the  general  assembly  of  tliat  state,  recommending  col.  Jethro  Snmner  and 
col.  Thomas  Clark,  of  the  North -Carolina  forces,  to  be  elected  brigadiers. 

A  letter,  of  February  8th,  from  captain  Bedaulx.  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Fthruory  11,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major  John  Clark,  was  read,  mentioning  his 
acceptance  of  the  office  of  auditor,  to  which  Congress  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  him. 

A  petition  from  col.  John  Chandler,  of  the  continental  forces,  was  laid 
before  Congress  and  read,  setting  forth,  that  "belabors  under  a  disorder 
which  renders  him  unable  to  do  his  duty  in  the  field,"  and  expressing  his  ap- 

J  prehension  "  that  the  fatigues  of  the  camp  will  prove  fatal  to  him,"  and  there- 
ore  praying  "  that  he  may  have  leave  to  resign  nis  commission :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  col.  J.  Chandler  have  leave  to  resTgn  his  commission. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  repo^t; ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mens.  Fleorj, 
for  200  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  a  horse,  and  in  lieu  of  one  he  had  killed 
in  the  public  spr\'ice,  and  that  this  sum  be  paid  to  John  Penn,  esq. 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor- 
general,  for  13,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  residue  of  a  war- 
rant of  the  1st  of  September  last,  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia ;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  126  60.90  dollars,  in  fayor  of  J. 
B.  Smith,  esq.  the  amount  of  his  account  of  pay  and  rations  as  muster-master 
general  of  the  flying  camp  and  militia  in  177d,  as  settled  by  John  Wilcocks 
and  Peter  Chevalier,  esqrs.  a  committee  appointed  by  Congress  for  settling 
the  militia  accounts. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  Jan.  from  William  Aylett,  esq.  to  William  Bucha- 
nan, commissary -eeneral  of  purchases,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr.  Penn. 

The  committee  to  whom  ihe  letter  of  the  2d  from  major-seneral  Gates  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consiueration ;  Where- 
upon, Congress  came  to  Uie  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  gen.  Gates  hashitherto  retained  his  ai<ls-de-camp  and  secretary 
in  his  family,  having  expectations  in  a  short  time  again  to  take  the  field ; 
and  whereas,  the  removal  of  his  family  to  York -town,  and  their  manner  of 
livinz  in  a  public  house,  has  been  unavoidably  very  expensive,  before  be 
could  procure  a  house  for  them  : 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer,  payable  to  gen.  Gates, for 
1333  1-3  dollars,  in  order  to  reimburse  liis  e^itraordinary  expenses  incurred 
in  the  public  servijce. 
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Congress  rtmmed  the  consideration  of  the  reoort  of  the  bosrd  of  war,  on 
the  (lefiartnient  of  the  eonnmissarj-genend  of  militarj  stores ;  Whereupon, 

Mmolvtdf  That  there  diall  he  one  oommissarj-generai  of  military  stores, 
whose  business  it  shall  he  to  reoetve  md  deliver  all  arms,  ammunition,  and 
accoutrements,  of  every  species  and  denomination ;  to  provide  and  contract 
for  all  snch  articles  as  ma^  bt  wanted  in  this  department,  according  to  the 
direction  he  shall  receive  from  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance ;  to  receive 
and  collect  retoms  from  all  the  different  states  where  there  are  any  conti* 
Rental  arms  and  stores,  draw  them  into  one  general  return,  and,  on  the  first 
day  of  every  month,  deliver  one  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance : 

in  case  of  vacancy,  occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  of  any 
of  the  commissaries,  oommissaries'  deputies  or  conductors,  which  may  hap- 
pen in  any  department  near  to  where  the  commissary-general  may  be,  he 
shall  have  permisston  to  fill  such  vacancy,  pro  tempore,  until  it  shall  be  con- 
finned  or  disapproved  by  Congress  : 

All  moneys  to  be  drawn  on  account  of  military  stores,  to  be,  by  applica- 
tion of  the  comnnssary-general  or  his  deputies,  to  the  board  of  war  ana  ord- 
nance ;  and  all  moneys  so  drawn  to  be  accounted  fur  by  him  once  in  every 
six  months  to  the  board  of  treasury,  or  to  such  auditors  or  commissioners  as 
the  said  board  shall  direct.  All  commissaries,  deputy  commissaries,  or  con-» 
doctors,  who  may  have  money  advanced  th^m  by  the  commissary-general 
for  the  use  of  their  several  departments,  to  keep  regular  accounts,  and  pro- 
duce vouchers  and  receipts  for  the  sums  paid,  and  account  for  the  same  to 
the  c«HnBussary-eeneral  once  everv  month,  or  as  often  as  called  for. 

All  continental  armourers  shall  "be  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance, and  of  the  commissary-general  of  military  stores ;  the  armour- 
ers to  receive  fivm  the  said  commissary  all  arms  to  be  repaired,  make  re- 
turns of  the  state  of  repairs  when  demanded,  and  deliver  the  arms  when  re* 
paired  into  his  store :  the  principal  armourer  or  armourers  at  each  and  every 
armoury  to  be  accountable  for  all  such  arms  as  he  or  they  shall  receive,  un- 
til they  are  repaired  and  delivered  to  the  commissary-general,  his  deputies 
or  assistants ;  and  the  said  commissary -general  shall  see  that  every  method 
is  taken  by  the  armourers  to  hasten  the  repairs  uf  the  arms  ;  the  principal  ar- 
mourers to  receive  money  from  the  commissary-general  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  their  departments,  and  the  commissary-general  shall  produce  their 
acconttts  and  vouchers  at  the  adjustment  of  his  accounts ; 

That  there  be  as  many  deputies,  assistants,  commissaries,  deputy  commis- 
saries, conductors,  and  clerks,  as  the  exigency  of  the  service  shall  require,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance ;  and  the  said  board  are, 
from  time  to  tune,  to  report  all  such  appointments  to  Congress : 

That  the  pay  of  officers  in  the  department  of  the  commissary-general  of 
military  stores,  be  as  follows: 

Commissary- general  100  dollars  per  month,  and  six  rations  a  day ;  deputy 
commissaries-general,  of  which  there  shall  be  one  in  each  military  division 
of  the  states,  each  T5  dollars  per  month,  and  five  rations  per  day : 

Comimasiriea,  each  60  dollars  per  montli,  and  4  rations  per  day. 

Deputy  comroiaBsmea,  50    do  do  4       do 

Coaductor%  40    do  do  3        da 

Clerka,  40    do  do  2        do 

The  commissary-general  shall  be  allowed  forage  for  two  horses ;  his  depu- 
ties, assistants,  commissaries  and  conductors,  to  be  allowed  forage  for  one 
horse  each  ;  and  the  captains  of  the  artillery -artificers,  respectively,  when 
duty  requires  their  travelling  to  collect  materials,  to  have  forage  for  one 
horse  : 

That,  for  the  future,  no  rank  be  annexed  to  the  ofiicers  in  this  department, 
except  they  belong  to  the  regiment  of  artillery-artificers ;  and  then  their 
rank  only  to  take  place  as  officers  of  that  corps ;  the  pay  also  which  they  re- 
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general  of  miiitarj  stores,  wm  iftid  btfore  Cu>ftHii>  ukI  t^amtim 
spent  thereoo, 
Adjourned  to  three  o^cIock. 

Three  6'clock,  P.  M, 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  farther  the  report  of  thebottdifnr.a 
the  department  of  the  cotnmissarj-general  of  militarj  stores  ;b«t,M(br^ 
time  to  go  through  the  same, 

Hesolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  tm  to-m. 

Besolved,  That  another  chaplain  be  chosen  tor  tne  hospital  in  ^liifie 
department:  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  Rev.  James  Sprtrot  vttdfl^ 

The  delegates  from  North-Carolina  laid  before  Congress  i  nsMmi 
the  general  assemblj  of  that  state,  recommending  col.  Jethn  dnwai 
col.  Thomas  Clark,  of  the  North -Carolina  forces,  to  be  elected  btipfiet^ 

A  letter,  of  February  8th,  from  captain  Bedaulx«  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Feh-umj  11,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major  John  Clark,  was  read,  TDatiH^^ 
acceptance  of  the  office  of  auditor,  to  which  Congress  has  beeDjM^ 
appoint  him. 

A  petition  from  col.  John  Chandler,  of  the  continental  forces,  *• 
before  Congress  and  read,  setting  forth,  that  "  he  labors  onderti^ 
wh^ch  renders  him  unable  to  do  his  duty  in  the  field,''  and  expredSfM^ 

{prehension  "  that  the  fatigues  of  the  camp  will  prove  fatal  to  hun,"*^ 
ore  praying  *•  that  he  may  have  leave  to  resign  tts  commission :"  W^^ 

Resolved,  That  col.  J.  Chandler  have  leave  to  resTgn  his  conisitf^ 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  arcip6^£;  WhereojW 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favorofM«'''j5 
for  200  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  a  horse,  and  in  lieu  of  one  ^^^ 
in  the  public  service,  and  that  this  sum  be  paid  to  John  Penn,  cM). 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Gibson, «)<i^ 
general,  for  13,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  rcsidtterft* 
rant  of  the  1st  of  September  last,  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  Geot^i** 
be  accountable.  ^ 

lliat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  126  60.90  dollars,  in  fc*jj 
B.  Smith,  esq.  the  amount  of  his  account  of  pay  and  rations  as  mosl^ 
general  of  the  flying  camp  and  militia  in  1770,  as  settled  byJoluill^ 
and  Peter  Chevalier,  esqrs.  a  committee  appointed  by  Congress  il^ 
the  militia  accounts.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  Jan.  from  William  Aylett,  esq.  to  WBfiiJjJJ 
nan,  commissary -general  of  purchases,  was  laid  before  CwgnB^^^ 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  tfe  nwi^* 
sen,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr.  Penn.  ^^ 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  of  the  2d  from  major-ffenertlW': 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  intoconsideratioBf^ 
upon.  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  gen.  Gates  has  hitherto  retained  his  aids-de-camp  aadi 
in  his  family,  having  expectations  in  a  short  time  again  to  taketkei 
and  whereas,  the  removal  of  his  family  to  York-town,  and  their  r^ 
living  in  a  public  house,  has  been  unavoidably  very  expensiTe, 
could  procure  a  house  for  them  :  ^* 

Besolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer,  payable  togen.WJJ 
1333  1-3  dollars,  in  order  to  reimburse  his  extraordinary  expoMa"*^ 
in  the  public  service. 
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for  three  years,  or  during  the  war»  20  dollars  a  month,  besides  ihe  same 
bounty,  clothing,  and  everj  other  benefit  allowed  by  Congress  to  the  conti* 
nental  artillery ;  the  officers  the  same  pay  as  others  of  equal  rank  in  the 
continental  artillery ;  and  that  col.  Flower  augment  the  four  companies  or* 
dered  to  be  raised  in  January  last,  add  other  companies  to  the  said  regiment, 
and,  if  necessary,  increase  the  pay  of  officers  and  men  in  the  same,  agreea- 
ble to  such  orders  as  haye  been  given  for  that  purpose  by  gen.  Washington ; 
and  that  he  be  required  forthwith  to  transmit  a  copy  of  such  orders  to 
Congress. 

Tnat  if  the  exigency  of  the  service  makes  it  necessary  to  employ,  at  any 
time  or  place,  more  artificers  than  the  commissary  may  nave  inlisted  or  can 
inltst,  then  he,  his  deputies  or  assistants,  may  engage  them,  for  the  time  of 
such  necessity,  on  the  most  reasonable  teems  possible,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

Besoked,  That  col.  Flower  receive  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  colonel  from 
the  16th  of  July,  1776,  to  this  1 1th  day  of  February,  1778. 

JResolved,  That  a  commission  of  captain  in  col.  Flower's  regiment  of  artil- 
lery-artificers be  granted  to  Wollory  Mcng,  dated  the  1st  of  April,  1777 : 

That  captain-lieutenant  Thomas  Wylie  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rap- 
tain  of  an  additional  company  to  be  raised  in  the  said  regiment  of  artillery 
artificers,  his  commission  to  be  dated  the  1st  of  February,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  empowered  to  make  a 
contract  with  Mr.  Byers,  as  superintendent  of  a  foundery  of  brass  cannon. 

Resolved^  That  capt.  Ferdinand  de  Brahm,  who  has  heretofore  acted  as 
an  engineer  in  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  be  appointed  an  engineer  in  the 
continental  establishment,  with  the  rank  of  major  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Refers,  esq,  aid-de-camp,- have  a  commission  of 
major,  to  rank  from  the  12th  of  May,  1777,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  two 
months'  pay,  to  be  advanced  to  col.  Thomas  Hartley,  for  his  regiment,  now 
in  York-town. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  the  most  proper  mea^ 
sures  for  recruiting  colonel  Hartley's  regiment. 

A  letter,  from  Mons.  Kermovan,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  -That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

THURSDAY,  February  12,  1778. 

A  letter,  from  Mons.  de  Roche  Fermoy,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  John  Purviance,  was  read,  desiring  leavetOii  ac- 
count of  the  situation  of  his  family,  to  resign  his  office  of  manager  of  the 
United  States'  lottery. 

Resolved,  That  he  have  leave  to  resign. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  toHhe  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1th  of  January,  from  gov.  Caswell  of  North -Carolina,  en- 
closing sundry  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  re^rred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  Sd, 
from  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  de- 
legates of  the  said  state,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  war  upon  the 
resolution  of  Conffress  of  the  15th  of  January,  for  laying  up  ma^zines  of 
flour  for  the  use  of  the  army,  brought  in  a  report,  whicn  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration! Whereupon, 
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ceive,  as  efiicere  in  Hiat  regiment,  to  be  incliMied  in  tbeptjkeraiNlM 
for  the  ofliceni  of  theoommissarj-genernl's  depnrtme&t: 

That  a  return  be  made  to  the  hound  of  war  and  ordnance,  oht^mfwd, 
of  all  officers  employed  in  the  civil  bmnch  of  ordnmce  and  nDlttHjitir& 

All  commissaries,  deputy  commissaries,  conductors,  and  ckrki,  mM 
have  the  separate  charge  of  any  stores,  are,  on  the  first  day  of  eioTMBi, 
to  make  out  an  exact  return  of  all  cannon  and  militarj  stores,  ofeii^ft' 
cies  and  denomniation,  one  copy  whereof  they  shall  tranrait  ukm- 
missary-general,  who  is  to  pot  them  intoonegenenUretan^isbcfliR^ 
rected,  and  one  other  copy  thereof  the  said  commissaries,  dqntjcmifr 
ries^  conductors  and  clerks,  are  to  send  to  the  board  of  war  and  «ta 

All  the  artillery-artificers  that  are  or  may  be  employed  atujaiMtt 
laboratories,  founderiea,  or  military  magauoes,  (those  emjployed  v^t^f' 
my  in  tlie  field  excepted)  shall  be  under  the  immediate directiomisf'^ 
to  the  orders  and  command  of  the  commissary-general,  or  tbeoicol>ti 
ed  by  him  to  take  charge  of  the  same. 

*  The  quarter-master  general,  his  deputies  and  assistants,  tUIp"^ 
commissary -general  every  assistance  of  teams  for  the  remanlfF^ 
stores,  and  in  case  there  be  no  quarter-master  in  the  departmestoriji^ 
whence  the  stores  are  to  be  removed,  the  commissary-seneni  tf^^ 
power  to  procure  teams  in  the  way  and  manner  that  will  bett  pna^^ 
public  service. 

All  officers,  artificers,  and  others,  in  the  ordnance  and  niiittfjif^ 
ment  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  in  thesiae*^ 
aa  other  officers  in  the  artillery  of  the  United  States.  ^  _^ 

The  commissary -je;eneral  shall  give  such  forms  or  returns  and'oi^ 
to  his  deputies,  assistant  commissaries,  conductors,  &c.  as  the  a^*|f 
situation  of  their  department  shall  require ;  and  all  officers  iavr 
ment  are  to  attend  to  such  orders  and  instructions  as  they  shall  recfi>|2 
time  to  time,  from  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  or  the  comDiMUJ^ 

All  regulations  incidental  to  the  department,  and  not  ^^W'^r 
era  and  authorities  here  given,  shall  be  settled  and  made  by  theiw"" 
and  ordnance.  . 

I1ie  board  of  war  and  ordnance  shall  transmit,  from  tine  to  tisM 
aervice  shall  render  necessary,  transcripts  of  all  returns  recd^^ 
commissary -general  of  military  stores,  and  also  accoonts  of  all  onl*''!  ^ 
stores  under  their  care,  or  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  v^ 
where  the  same  are  deposited,  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  >^^ 
United  States,  in  order  that  he  may  make  such  requisitions  of^^ 
the  army  under  his  immediate  command,  or  for  the  separate  deptt^ 
he  shalf  think  proper,  and  give  such  advice  and  directions  astf»d>'^ 
tion  of  them,  as  circumstances  may,  from  time  to  time,  rec|aire. 


I1ie  commanding  officer  of  artillery,  for  the  time  b^n^,mtHegn^^ 
with  the  chief  engineer,  commissary  of  artillery,  and  eldest  ^ 
artillery  in  camp,  or  such  of  them  as  are  present  with  the  ^^T*^! 
subordinate  board  of  ordnfknce,  under  the  direction  of  die  ^^^'^p 
cliief  or  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  transacting  all  bs**^  ^ 
ordnance  department,  necessary  to  be  done  in  the  field,  and  ts  hi^ 
of  all  ordnance  and  stores  at  camp;  and  in  case  of  suddeaeije^ 
commissary -general  of  military  stores  shall  be  obliged  to  obey  v 
tions  as  to  any  supplies  wanted  by  the  army  out  of  the  stores  not  is  ^ 
the  said  board  shall  correspond  widi,  and  report  their  proceedn^ 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  from  whom  they  are  to  receive  oj 
assistance. 

Besoivfd,  That  the  pay  of  col.  Benjamin  Flower's  corps  of  < 
ficers  shall  be,  for  all  those  who  engage  to  serve  the  Unitid  StiW* 
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The  committee  to  wbo«  waa  referred  the  letter  of  W.  A^rlett.  esq.  deputj 
commissarj -general  of  purchases  in/Vlrginia,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  re*; 
solution : 

Whereas,  there  is  e;reat  danger  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  being 
very  much  distressed,  if  the  exportation  of  beef  and  pork  from  the  state  of 
North-Carolina  be  not  immediately  prohibited  ;  therefore, 

Bt9olvedy  That  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  of  the  state  of  North- 
Carolina  be  earnestly  requested  immediately  to  lay  an  embargo  on  all  beef 
and  pork,  except  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  vessels  use  for  tiie 
voyage,  and  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the  embargo  from 
being  evaded* 

A  letter,  of  this  day>  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupoji, 

Ordered^  That  the  10,000  dollars  ordered  to  be  advancetl  to  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance,  for  contingent  expenses,  on  the  26th  day  of  January  last, 
be  paid  to  Joseph  Nonrse,  esq.  pay-master  of  the  said  boardf,  for  the  purpose 
before  mentioned  ;  the  said  Joseph  Nourse  to  b^  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the  French 
oflicera  who  have  been  detained  under  a  promise  of  having  their  expenses 
borne,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  910  dollars  be  paid  to  Mens,  de  la  Balme,  in  full  of  all 
claims  and  demands  a^inst  the  United  States,  and  that  the  committee  on 
forei^  applications  inlorm  Mens,  de  la  Balme  that  Congress  have  no  farther 
occasion  for  his  services : 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  Charles  Cist,  to  deifray  his  ex- 
penses to  Baltimore,  and  to  a  paper-mill  on  Gunpowder  river,  on  tne  public 
account ;  he  to  be  accountable^ 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  audi- 
tor-general reports* 

That  there  is  due  to  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  for  hay  for  the  trmy^  and  wood 
for  the  hospital  at  Princeton,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  Enoa  Kelsey, 
acting  in  the  quarter-master's  department,  429  30.90  dollars : 

To  Belcher  P.  Smith,  for  his  services  as  clerk  in  the  secretary's  office,  from 
the  6th  of  November  to  the  5th  of  February,  inclusive,  being  three  months, 
and  for  some  necessaries  purchased  for  the  office,  19r  60.90  dollars : 

To  John  Dunlap,  for  printing  sundry  resolves  of  Congress  from  the  3 1st  of 
October,  1776,  to  the  10th  of  Sept.  1777,  a  balance  of  1174  69.90  dollars: 

To  the  Rev.  Mr,  Lotbinier,  as  cnaplain  in  col.  Livingston's  Cuiadian  resi* 
nent^  from  the  11th  of  January  to  the  10th  February,  1778,  inclusive,  tor 
hiajNiy,  exclusive  of  rations,  40  dollars : 

To  the  estate  of  John  Hart,  deceased,  for  71  meals  victuals,  supplied  the 
York  county  militia*  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  his  legal  representatives, 
7  9.90  dfjilars : 

To  Andrew  Nabinger,  of  the  town  of  York,  for  victualling  general  Lee's 
guard  in  1776,  44  59.90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  tlie  29th  of  January  from  Mr.  Aylett  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  to  the  marine  committee. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M.  ^ 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  pay-master 
of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  25,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  trans- 
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Hesolved,  That  300,000  doltan.  be  tnOBmitted  to  the  prttidcat  olit 

state  of  PenniTlvania,  to  enable  the  commistunen  appointed  aader  the  l» 

ofthatatatu  Tor  purchasing  proviaiuns  for  ihcarntf,  to  execute  tlwirtMHs- 

rion,  and  that  thaj  accuunt  to  the  board  of  treasury  for  the  expcDdiltRtkn^ 

Three  oVloci:,  P.  H. 

The  coinniiltee  on  (he  treaanrr,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  fiaa  tit 
board  of  war,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  cwatoiiia ; 
Whereapon, 

Baolved,  That  a  proper  penwn  be  appointed  to  act  aa  secnbijiE  vl- 
ntoce,  and  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  : 

That  his  safar;  shall  be90donaraa  month: 

That  the  laid  pay -master  shall  anawerall  warrants  drawn  on  ha  t^fc 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  oot  of  the  money  which  he  shall  receJKt^o- 
dera  of  Congress,  and  shall  keep  fair  accounts  of  his  payroentt,ui  arit 
monthly  returns  thereof  to  the  board  of  treasury :  he  shall  also  truwi  if 
tarns  once  a  month,  or  oftener,  to  the  pay -master  general,  orotbcrppr 
officer  or  officers,  of  all  advances  maQe  to  cantinental  trM^is,  vaiia. 
in  actual  servica,  in  order  that  proper  stoppases  may  be  made ; 

That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  snail,  from  time  to  time,B^«t 
the  proper  estimates  of  money  to  be  advanced  for  the  use  of  their  dtfartant. 
and  lay  the  same  before  Congress;  and  all  mooies  granted  by  Cabins* 
theirapplication,Bhall  be  apptiedto  the  purposes  set  forth  in  thcsaidniaK 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  of  ordu*Mct,mim' 
master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  and,  the  ballots  bctif  m 
Joseph  Nourse,  esq.  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  316  dollans  ^ 
of  captain  Reuben  Lipscomb,  for  the  extra  month's  pay  moled  tativf 
under  general  Washington,  by  the  resolution  of  the  S9th  of  Deceaia^ 
and  which  is  due  to  40  men  of  the  7th  Virginia  regiment  now  on  that™ 
to  Virginia,  who  were  regularly  discharged  on  the  ad  of  February,  aaiiB* 
tinned  m  a  list  signed  by  brigadier  Woodford,  and  also  to  captain  Lipi^ 
who  conducts  them ;  he  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  money,  and  to  actaast  k 
the  same. 

The  tetter,  of  the  9th  of  January  from  geo.  Washington,  betw  «■'* 
from  the  board  of  war,  the  same  was  read  ;  and,  a  motion  Iwing  maat  thv**- 

Ordered,  That  the  letter,  with  the  motion,  be  referred  to  a  coBUff<  "^ 
three  ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Ellerj. 

Mesotved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  tie  directed  vk'T 
cautious  in  recommending  or  givinK  Any  encouragement  tn  fore^'^ 
who  have  come  of  their  own  acconTto  seek  employment  in  the  aii^d**r 
United  States ;  that  if  the  board  shall  find,  among  such  forei^no^*!* 
eminent  abilities  and  merit,  who  by  their  knowledge  and  expenence.flK" 
the  opinion  of  the  board,  render  essential  service  to  these  states  insaifc^ 
as  the  board  shall  beabletopointout,  Con&ress  expect  the  board  wiBRf] 
mend  them  :  and  if  anj  foreignera  of  r 
should  offer  their  services,  it  is  also  e 
cially  respecting  them  :  bu^  as  to  all  < 
them  for  their  oners  of  service,  withoi 
incur  expense  by  aitneceasary  attends 

Seaolved,  That  300,000  dollars  ordi 
Pennsylvania,  be  paid  to  the  delegat 
uitted  to  the  said  president. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrot 
FRIDAY,  Febi 

A  letter  from  Jonathan  Hudson,  at 

Ordered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the 
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judge  reasonable,  to  inspect,  receive,  store  and  take  care  of  the  provisions 
aforesaid,  and  to  issue  the  same  upon  the  orders  of  the  board  of  war,  until 
Congress  shall  appoint  other  store-keepers  in  their  stead : 

That  the  president  and  council  aforesaid  be  re(|uested  to  cause  a  weekly 
return  to  be  made  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  quantity  of  provisions  stored  at 
each  of  the  places  above-mentioned : 

That  the  board  of  war  eive  directions  and  orders  to  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  aforesaid  law,  in  the  several  counties  on  the  west  side  of 
Susquehanna,  respecting  the  quantity  of  provisions  to  be  purchased  or 
collected  by  them,  and  the  places  to  wnich  tnesame  shall  be  conveyed ;  and 
that  the  said  board  appoint  a  suitable  person  at  each  of  the  places  they  shall 
fix  on,  with  such  a  salary  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable,  to  inspect,  receive, 
store  and  take  care  of  the  said  provisions,  and  to  issue  the  same  upon  the 
orders  of  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  commissioners  aforesaid  be  authorized  to  purchase  every  kind  of 
provisions  and  forage  wanted  for  the  army,  not  confinioe  themselves  to  the 
article  of  flour ;  that  the  said  commissioners  deliver  the  live-stock,  by  them 
purchased,  to  the  order  of  the  deputy  commissary-general  of  purchases,  or 
his  assistants,  and  the  forage,  to  the  order  of  the  commissary  of  forage,  or 
hia  assistants,  to  whom  severally  they  are  directed  to  send  immediate  notice, 
vrhen  such  purchases  are  made,  and  to  take  duplicate  receipts  upon  the  de- 
livery, one  of  which  they  shall  transmit  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  correspond,  from  time  to  time,  with 
the  president  and  council  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  the  business  aforesaid, 
and  if,  from  the  circumstances  or  situation  of  affairs,  they  shall  judge  it 
proper  or  necessary  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  provisions  to  be  laid  up  be- 
tween Susquehanna  and  Delaware  rivers,  or  to  change  the  places  of  the 
magazines,  that  they  communicate  the  same  to  the  president  and  council, 
who  are  requested  to  attend  thereto,  and  to  issue  oraers  to  the  commission- 
ers to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

And,  whereas,  the  board  of  war  have  judged  it  expedient  and  necessary, 
that  a  ereater  quantity  of  flour  and  other  provisions,  than  was  directed  by 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  January,  should  be  purchased,  and 
other  magazines  formed,  besides  those  above-mentioned ;  and  have,  agree- 
ably to  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  said  resolution  of  the  15th  of  Jan- 
uary* employed  superintendents  for  the  purchase  of  flour,  &c. 

tUsotvedf  That  the  board  of  war  proceed  in  that  business,  and  that  they 
direct  their  superintendents,  to  purchase  such  farther  cj^uantities  of  flour  and 
provisions,  ana  have  them  conveyed  to,  and  secured  m,  such  places  as  the 
board  shall  direct ;  and  that  they  instruct  such  of  their  superintendents  as 
may  purchase  in  Pennsylvania,  to  avoid  clashing  with  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  law  of  that  state,  in  the  execution  of  their  dity : 

Xhat  the  said  board  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  at  each  of 
the  new  magazines,  which  they  shall  establish,  with  such  a  salary  as  they 
shall  judge  reasonable,  to  inspect,  receive,  store  and  take  care  of  the 
provisions  purchased  and  conveyed  thither  by  the  said  superintendents,  and 
to  issue  the  same  upon  the  orders  of  the  board  of  war: 

That  the  superintendents,  appointed  by  the  board  of  war,  be  allowed  a 
commission,  not  exceeding  2)  per  cent,  on  all  purchases  by  them  made,  in 
full  for  their  trouble  and  expenses  therein ;  and  that,  in  purchasing,  they  do 
not  exceed  the  prices  established  by  tlie  laws  of  the  st£ttl  in  which  the 
purchases  are  made. 

AVhile  this  last  was  under  debate,  it  was  moved,  and,  by  a  vote,  carried, 
that  a  question  be  first  taken  on  the  fullowiiigaddition : 

"  And  tliat  the  president  and  council  of  rennsjlvania  be  empowered  to 
settle  the  pay,  or  allowance,  to  be  made  to  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
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mitted  to  Beajsmin  lUrrison,  esq.  deputr  pay-nuter-jCBCnliiAeM^ 
era  department ;  Tot  which  the  uid'B.  Harrison  is  to  be  iccnHtiUt. 
Orderof.Thata  wamntiMue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  WilliwGtnt 
for  1000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  pajing  expresses  andincidHitiltifaw 
at  the  treasury  office ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accoontable. 

Betolvtd,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  Mr.  JoiqUS"*! 
pay -master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  ttie  vaTrant  {ikSHIBM- 
lars,  dated  tiie  14th  of  Janoary  last,  and  drawn  b;j'  the  pren^s^Ca' 

f-eas,  in  favor  of  the  board  ot  war  ;  100,000  of  which  to  bt  tivmtiit 
benezer  Hancock,  esq.  deputy  paj-ma^er -general  in  the  Milni*^- 
ment,  and  230,000  to  his  assistant  indie  state  of  Rhode-liUndlsli!* 
another  warrant,  dated  the  Sd  instant,  drawn  in  favor  of  ttieBi'M^ 
100,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  said  EbenezerUiMt<^ 
is  to  be  accountable  for  both  sums. 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  Chartcs  Tb<»niMi,s|i'  , 
3500  dollars  in  considention  of  his  faithful  services,  from  the IM if V' 
1776,  to  the  10th  of  February  1778,  as  secretary  to  the  Unit«l8» 
The  committee  on  the  sjate  of  Georgia  brought  in  a  reportwhieksi*' 
Ordertdj  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  poetponeo  till  ts-Btf ' 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  ta- morrow. 

SATURDAY.  February  14.  1778. 
Beaolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appmnted  to  mi!t,<^'^ 
and  orders  for  regulating  the  conduct  of  Congress  in  transacthf  ton'' 
report  such  farther  rulea  sod  regulations  as  they  mayjsilgtp^ 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Witherspoon and  Mr.  M'Ktui'  ^ 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  board  of  wir  «■* 
report,  "  that  they  have  prepared  sundry  resolutions  for  forwiriinj'^ 
ing  up  magazines*  for  the  supply  of  the  armv,  and  preventing  "^^ 
euce  Mtween  the  commissioners  appointed  tor  that  purpose bju^** 
general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  supi^rinteDdentsapfHi^^ 
Board  of  wsr,"and  that  it  "  is  their  desire  Uiat  these  resoliDwi.ii^ 
to  by  ConKress.  supersede  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  WW*. 
Sd  from  the  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  procMinp*! 
board,  of  war  on  the  resolution  of  the  13th  of  Jaiiuary,  except  ■^'f 
to  the  grant  of  300,000  dollars,  to  the  president  of  the  state  of  PeBU^ 

The  resolutions  being  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows ; 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  to  lay  up  magazines  iit  f^ 
for  the  support  of  the  army,  and,  for  that  purpose.  Congress  ^'"^ 
12,000  barrels  of  flonrto  be  deposited  at  or  near  Lancaster,  VW^ 
or  near  Reading,  6000  barrels  at  or  near  Bethlehem,  2000  bsnttil^ 
ii»;s-town,  and  2000  barrels  at  Pottsgrove ;  and,  whereas,  is  <*]^ 
ot  the  recommendation  of  Congress  **>"  — '>~™i  -==-".KiBnf  Paw** 
have,  by  a  law,  appointed  commisuoi 
purchase  or  seize  wheat,  flour  and 
tbe  army,  p'orsuant  to  such  orders  ai 

Rttolvta,  That  the  president  and 
sylvania  be  desired  to  issue  the  mon 
be  fomishcd  bv  Congress,  to  the  sail 
they  shall  think  fit ;  that  they  tnatnii 
Susquehanna,  without  delay,  in  die 
and  that  they  instruct  them  to  whi 
shall  convey  the  flour  and  other  pi 
seize,  in  order  to  form  the  magazin< 

That  the  said  executive  council  bi 
suitable  person  at  each  of  the  above 
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A  letter,  of  the  £4th  ot  January,  from  gov.  Trumbull^  was  read,  inforining 
*<  that  coL  Joseph  Trumbull  will,  if  Coogress  think  fit  to  keep  his  seat  va- 
cant, attend  and  take  his  seat  at  the  board  of  war  as  soon  as  his  health  will 
permit :'' 

Ordered,  That  the  president  inform  the  governor,  that  Congress  expect 
col.  Trumbull's  attendance  as  soon  as  his  health  will  permit. 

A  letter,  of  the  SOth  of  January,  from  Thomas  Cusning,  esq.  president  of 
a  convention  of  committees  from  the  New-England  states,  which  met  at  New- 
Haven,  from  the  15th  to  the  SOth  of  January,  with  the  proceedings  of  said 
convention,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  11th,  from  gov. 
Caswell,  with  the  resolutions  enclosed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Lo- 
Tell,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Sundry  letters  from  the  committee  of  Congress  at  camp,  were  read,  viz. 
ooe,of  the  3d,  and  one  of  the  5thj  with  five  papers  enclosed ;  one,  of  the  6th,  with 
a  draught  of  proposed  resolutions,  and  one,  of  the  11th,  and  one,  of  the  l£th. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  laid  before  Congress,  a  letter  of  the  rth, 
from  the  council  of  their  state,  which  was  read,  containing  complaints  against 
R.  L.  Hooper,  esc|.  deputy  quarter-master  general : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  tlie  6th,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  so  far  as 
rdatea  to  the  prisoners  of  the  convention  at  Boston,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  who  are  to  confer  with  the  board  of  war :  ttie  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Wolcott,  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Richard  Peters,  esq.  late  secretanr  to  the  board  of 
wan  his  salary  from  the  Idth  of  June,  1776,  to  the  27th  of  November,  1777, 
beiDg  one  year,  five  months,  and  fourteen  days,  at  800  dollars  per  annum, 
1164  40-90  dollars,  and  for  his  fee  for  prosecuting  the  appeal  in  the  case  of 
the  ship  Elizabeth,  60  dollars ;  in  all,  1224  40-90  dollars ;  that  he  has  re- 
ceived of  the  board  of  war,  in  cash,  928  dollars,  and  in  fire-wood,  left  at 
Lancaster,  9  dollars,  making  in  all,  937  dollars,  leaving  a  balance  due  to  Mr. 
Peters  of  287  40-90  dollars  ; 

To  Mr.  Joseph  Nourse,  his  salary  as  deputy  secretary  to  the  board  of  war, 
from  the  10th  of  November,  1777,  to  the  10th  of  Februarv,  1778,  inclusive, 
being  three  months,  at  6o  dollars  per  month,  195  dollars ;  tor  cash  paid  Will. 
Handen,  express  to  Lancaster,  4  dollars ;  the  whole  amounting  to  199  dollars ; 

To  Gotliep  Ziegler,  for  victualing  Pennsylvania  militia,  in  July  and  Au- 
gust, 1776,  20  3-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  with  a  letter  from  R.  L.  Hooper,  and  sun- 
dry papers  enclosed,  was  read  t 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  M^Kean,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  brought  in  a  report;  "Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  brigadier  de 
Roche  Fermoy,  for  800  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  demands  now  against 
hioi,  and  procure  a  passa^  to  the  West-Indies  ;  and  that  his  bills  be  taken 
for  this  sum,  and  also  for  the  balance  that  may  appear  to  be  due  to  the 
United  States,  on  an  adjustment  of  his  account  at  the  board  of  treasury,  pay- 
able to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  onp  dollar  for  three, 
being  the  present  exchange. 
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the  Uw  of  tkieir  stUe,  Tor  their  tratible  mad  expeose  in  pinbiii^  wai 
and  collectiog  proTtsioni  knd  forage,  not  esceedinK  Sf  pet  cat  ■  tk 
proviBtons  aod  forage  bj  them  so  purchased,  or  Kizefl,  for  tbt  tmj ^ 

JV.-Ham^Urt,  Mr.  Frort,  <>?  >" JT 

Ma-a'lU-BaStMi.  iierry,  ag  >   , 

Love  11,  an  i 

Xhmle-Iilaml,    Mr.  Ellety,  a*  i*J 

ConiireUcirf,       Mr,  Dyer,  no  yaa 
J^ii-Y»rk,         Mr.  Lewis,  jmwnewW. 

A'cH-^fenry,        Mr.  Withcrapoon,  ojj 

Clark,  oy^oy 

Scudiicr,  ag^ 


Mr.U'Kaa, 
Mr-FoAra. 


nrgima,  Mr.  T.  L.  Ltt,     «[' 

^^Onlma,     Mt.Pciid,  «1>1 

S..CaniAia,      Mr.  Luncn,       ■)■ 
Gearria,  Mr.  LuvwcfthTi  >  . 

Wood,        ■( 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affinoaf  ive. 

Tlie  question  was  then  put  to  agree  to  the  resolution  to  whlcbAcH" 
moved  as  an  addition ; 

Jfn-HaiBfuhire,  Mr.  Frost,  gaoc  pi*  v*te.        Petmvhama,     Mi.  Bab^doi,  <l 
Maua'tltSa!/,  Mr.  Gerry,  oy  (  •  CUnpn, 

Lorel],  tfy  J  Jis-SnA 

AAod^ftFonri;      Mr.  KUny, 
Cana^enrHl,         Mr.  Ilj^, 
S'tw-JerKV,        Mr.  Withcnpoon,  ay 
Clark. 


nrfaiMirr,  Mr,  H'Eon, 

Maryland  Mr.  Poriie^       • 

Heniy  < 
JV.-C«rrfiWt  Mr.  Peniw  i 
S.-CuroAna,  Mr.  Luiren^  ' 
Ocirgia,  Ml.  Luig«irilii 


Wood, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Mondaj'. 


MONDAY,  February  16,  1778.  i 

Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Wolcott,  two  of  the  delegates  fron  C^/f^ 

attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  tlieir  appointmeut,  vw"' 

read  as  follows : 
(L.  S.)  "At  a  general  assembly  of  the  governor  and  comptaj*** 
of  Connecticut,  holden  at  Hartiurd,  by  adjournment  on  the  lltl*'^ 
ber,  Jlnno  Domini  1 777 :  . 

"Kesolved,    by    this   assembly,  That  Roger  Sherman,  ^>p^^ 

Samuel  Huntington,  Oliver  VVofcott,  Titus  Hosmer,  Oliver  w'"**: 

Andrew  AdamH,  esqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  delepW^ 

sent  this  state  at  the  general  Cif"<"->=-  -f  **>»  iinSt-J  St*tM  rfir* 

for  the  year  ensuing,  and  until  uev 

ting  ;  and  one  or  more   of  them 

hereby  fully  authorized  and  emjK 

gress,  to  counsel,  and  advise,  am 

taken  and  pursued  for  the  defenc< 

and  liberties  oif  the  said  United  S( 
'    such  their  proceedings  and  resolvi 

time  to  time,  to  the  general  assem 
"  A  true  copy  of  reci 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  Jami 
S7tb,  from  general  Heath,  at  Bosl 
gen.  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  with  tv 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred] 

A  letter,  of  the  SOth,  and  oni 
Trumbull,  esq.  pay-master  in  the 

Orderrd.  That  they  be  referred 
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suspend  the  said  R.  L.  Hooper,  Nathaniel  Falconer,  and  Jonathan  MiflKn* 
ivho  are  required  to  lay  before  Congress  their  proceedings  and  accounts. 

On  motion,  That  the  committee  tor  foreign  afiairs  be  directed  to  write  to 
the  commissioners  at  Paris,  and  direct  them,  upon  the  application  of  the  ex* 
ecutive  powers  of  any  of  these  United  States,  to  apply  to  the  court  of  France 
for  an  extension  of  tne  leave  of  absence  to  such  French  officers  as  may  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  such  state : 


Aev-iKsffijto^'nf,  Mr.  Frost, 
M'aB9a*9tt9'J3a9f,  Mr.  LoTell, 
Mhotk'bkmd, 
Cfmtdicui, 


no 

ay 

no 


yno 


no 


J^em^cnejft 


1 1 


div. 


no 


fly 


Zklirware, 
Maryandf 


Virginia, 
^.'Carolina, 
S^'CaroUnOf 
Georgia, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
HeiUY, 
Mr.  F.  l^'Lee^ 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Laurens, 


Mr.  Langworthy,  ay 


ayy-ay 

ay 

ay^ay 


Wood 


ay 


>^y 


Mr.  EUeiy, 
Mr.  Uyer, 

Huntingtoiit   ay 
Bfr.  Witherspoon,  ay, 
Clark, 
Scudder, 
JPentuyhamOf     Mr.  Roberdeau,     ay^ 
•  J.  Smith,        ay  I 

CliogaD,  ay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  petition  from  James  White  was  read : 

Remved,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  appeals  s  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  itenry,  and  Mr.  James 
Smith. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  ap- 
peals. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Shultz,  Francis  Jones,  and  others,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  of  claims. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  9th,  from  eeneral 
Washington,  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon,  Congress  came  tothefoliow- 
inff  resolution: 

Whereas,  doubts  have  arisen  in  the  mind  of  general  Washington,  to  whom 
tiie  month's  extra  pay  allowed  to  the  army  uimer  his  immediate  command, 
bj  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of  Dec.  last,  should  be  confined : 

Resolved,  That  the  general  be  directed  to  order  the  same  to  be  paid  to  all 
^e  continental  forces  under  his  immediate  command  at  the  time  of  passine 
the  said  resolution,  whedier  in  camp,  hospitals,  or  on  furlough,  excepting  all 
such  as  were  then  absent,  without  leave  regularly  obtained,  or  who  had  abus- 
ed the  indulgence  granted  them. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  of  the  StStA  of 
July,  on  the  letter  of  the  8th  of  the  same  month,  from  brigadier  R.  Howe ; 
Whereupon, 

BtmAved,  That  brigadier  R.  Howe's  appointment  of  Henry  Purcell,  to 
be  deputy  judge-advocate  general  for  the  states  of  South- Carolina  and 
Geoma,  be  confirmed. 

A  letter,  of  the  3 1st  of  January,  from  governor  Caswell,  of  North-Carolina, 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  sundry  letters  enclosed, 
which  passed  between  him  and  gen.  Howe,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
letters  from  the  committee  at  camp,  respectinc  recruiting  the  anny. 

Mr.  Lewis,  one  of  the  delegates  from  New-Yofk,  laid  before  Congress  an 
account  of  moneys  expended  by  that  state  for  the  support  of  prisoners,  with 
the  voochers : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
Vol.  n.  57 
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A  letter,  of  the  10th  of  January,  from  goT.  Clintoo,  of  New-Y«fk.tel. 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  was  laid  before  Coneress,  and  reid: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Another  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  goT.  Clinton,  was  retd. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broucht  in  a  report ;  Wherenwa, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Uie  commissioner  of  the  m4ttii 
the  sUte  of  New -York,  for  the  sum  of  50,000  dollars,  in  DiforflfMa 
Trumbull,  jnn.  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  for  the  northeindqiM; 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Femflved,  That  two  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted,  under  the  Ms^ 
the  board  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numk>ers,  be  of  the  sameteoarai^ 
as  the  emission  directed  the  21st  of  January  last,  be  numbered  fnn  Ik  l^t 
number  of  each  respectiye  denomination  of  that  emission,  progresfiTdj.a^ 
consist  of  the  following  denominations: 


30,768  bms of    edolteeich.  ^ 

30,768  do.   of    7  do.        -  2^ 

30,770  do.  of    8  do.  *2 

30,770  do.  of  30  do.  ^ 


30,770  bins  of  2  dollm  each  61,540 

30^68  do.  of  3  do.            -  92,304 

30,768  do.   of  4  do.            -  123,072 

30/68  do.  of  5  do.           -  153,840 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hill^;as,  esq.  and  <^^'^ 
of  the  press,  signers  and  printers  of  the  emission  directed  od  tkWi^ 
May  last,  shall  extend  to  the  said  two  millions  now  to  be  emitted #^ 
boweyer,  to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  the  board  of  tro*!^ 
jogde  expedient* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  February  17, 1773, 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  was  read : 
Ordered,  I1iat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  WhereopoB, 
Orderedy  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  fayor  of  c*F^^ 
Dolliver,  for  2£47i  dollars,  in  discharge  of  col.  Palfrey's  dniig^^^ 
inst.  on  the  president  of  Congress,  in  fayor  of  lient.  col.  Williin^'* 
endorsed  by  him  to  the  said  Dolliyer  for  that  sum;  William  Pitt^<^ 
to  be  accountable.  . 

A  letter  of  the  14th,  from  major  general  Mifflin,  at  Reading,  vtfi^ 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  letter  from  theboiri* 
with  the  letter  from  R.  L.  Hooper,  and  others,  brought  in  a  rep>V^ 
was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  tkeP^ 
resolution:  ^ 

Whereas,  by  the  resolutions  of  the  14di  inst.  the  commi8sioiieiiKf|^ 
by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  were  authorized  and  directed  to  V^j^ 
Btore  in  magazines,  30,000  barrels  of  flour,  on  the  east  side  of  l^tfff^ 
and  by  a  letter,  since  laid  before  Congress,  from  R.  L.  Hooper,  |^ 
falconer,  and  Jonathan  Mifflin,  jun.  three  (rfthe  saperintendestfi|f^ 
by  the  board  of  war,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  tne  15th  ^^^'^^ 
it  appears  that  the  said  superintendents  are  making  contracts  ftr0|^ 
the  business  entrusted  with  the  said  commissioners,  contrary  t>  ^r^ 
tion  of  Congress  expressed  in  their  said  resolutions :  luid  wber^*^ « 
appears  by  the  aforesaid  letter,  that  the  above  named  superinteiideBA  ^ 
out  any  authority,  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of  Pennsylvaottf  ||*|^  J 
trary  to  the  instructions  given  by  the  board  of  war,  have  presu»w|^ yjj 
ascertain  the  prices  of  several  other  aKicles  wanted  in  the  amy,*^^ 
than  fixed  bylaw  in  the  state,  directing  Aequarter-mas6rs  to  g«v«i 

selves  by  such  illegal  rates :  therefore,  a  a 

Umlved,  That  4he  board  of  war  be  directed  immediately  ^^ 
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THURSDAY,  February  19,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  18thy  from  the  board  of  war,  with  one  enclosed  firom  Cor- 
nelius Sweers,  depntj  Gommistary-general  of  military  stores,  w/is  read : 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  t:enerai  Mifflin  be  directed  to  attend  immediately  the 
board  of  war,  and  that  he  order  the  several  deputies  and  agents  under  him 
in  the  department  of  the  quarter-master  general  to  proce^l  vigorously  in 
executing  the  business  of  that  department,  without  attending  to  the  settle* 
ment  of  their  respective  accounts,  until  the  department  is  properly  arranged, 
and  they  can  attend  to  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  without  detriment  to 
.  the  public  cause. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  following  warrants  issue  in  favor  of  major-general 
Mifflin,  qaarter«ma8ter  general,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  and  for  which 
he  is  to  be  accountable,  viz. 

One  warrant  on  the  treasurer  for  250,000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  to  him 
by  Joseph  Nourse,  esq. 

One  warrant  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan- 
•iice  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  150,000  doUars. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse, 
esq.  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  the  sum  of  50,000  dol- 
lars, to  be  applied  by  the  said  board  for  the  use  of  the  department  of  the 
commissary -general  of  military  stores ;  the  said  pay-master  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Thomas  Hughes,  pay- 
master to  the  7th  Virginia  regiment,  for  9630  dollars,  it  being  in  discharge 
of  the  draught  of  W.  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  for  that  sum,  in  favor  of 
the  said  Hughes,  on  the  president,  dated  at  camp,  the  12th  instant,  the  said 
pay-master  general  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  brigadier  David 
Forman,  for  10,000  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  and  that  the 
deputy  commissarj-general  of  purchases  in  the  middle  district  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  this  order,  and  directed  forthwith  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
brigadier  Fofmau  for  provisions  supplied  by  his  order  to  the  troops  lately 
stationed  at  New-Jersey,  charging  to  him  the  amount  of  this  grant,  and  re- 
porting to  the  board  of  treasury  the  state  of  his  accounts. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  farther  reported, 

That  a  warrant  should  issue  on  Joseph  Borden,  esa.  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  in  tavor  of  major-seneral 
Mifflin,  for  80,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  quarter-master  general's  depart- 
ment :  On  tlie  question  put,  the  states  were  equally  divided. 

Three  o'clock,  P.M. 

A  motion  was  made  to  re-consider  the  report  firom  the  board  of  treasury 
for  issuing  a  warrant  on  Joseph  Borden,  esq*  in  favor  of  general  Miffiin,  for 
80,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  quarter-master  general's  department : 
Question  put,  passed  in  the  neeative. 

A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  brifcadier  Hand,  at  Fort-Pitt*  to  the  board  of 
war,  was  laid  before  Conj^ress  and  read;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedf  That  brigadier  Hand  transmit  to  the  Orkansas,  so  much  of  the 
provisions  which  were  demanded  of  him  by  capt  James  Willing,  of  the  armed 
boat  Rattle-Trap,  as  he  can  spare,  and  judges  necessary  and  proper  for  the 
purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  returned  to  the  board  ot  war,  to  do  therein 
what  they  judge  proper  and  necessary. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  6th,  from  the  com- 
mittee at  camp,  relative  to  the  prisoners  of  the  convention,  410W  at  Bos- 
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CongrfBS  took  into  conaiderttion  tbe  report  «f  th«< 
of  Georgia ;  after  deUte, 

Ord^ed,  That  the  farther  conaidentioK  thereof  be 
Adjonnied  to  ten  o'clock  to-uorrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  18.  \7Ti. 

A  letter  of  the  18th,  and  one  of  the  19th  of  Januarj,  frw  gnM" 
Boston,  with  a  letter  (o  him  from  nn.  Buivoyne,  and  tiU  aniweri^il'l- 
ter  of  the  2(1  iitst.  from  brigadiers  Poor  aiuTPatterwin,  were  teii 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  the  boani  of  war,  was  read  ;  Wktrap. 

Xtaolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  aoil  chu*^ 
Btate  of  Maryland,  to  embody  a  sufficient  numberof  militia  forna^'' 

E'risonera  to  be  stationed  at  rort- Frederick,  in  that  state ;  and  t£it  te» 
E  req^uested  immediately  to  appoint  a  conunissary  to  narcbueul^f'! 
the  uid  militia  with  provigions  during  their  service  at  that  put.         i 

That  Mods,  de  Pontiere  be  appointed  a  captain  of  bone  bTM"  ' 
that  Hona.  de  Ponceaux,  secretary  to  the  baron  Steuben,  bait  !(>"<  I 
rank  of  a  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  :  i 

That  Congress  approve  the  proceettinga  of  the  board  of  vu  ai^  i 
to  baron  Steuben. 

Another  letter  from  the  t>oard  of  war  was  read,  enclotiai  i  kUJ* 
Thomas  Wharton,  esq.  president  of  the  stale  of  Pennsylrania,  u'  '*'■ 
other  papers :  I 

Orderrd,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  M*Kean,  and  Ikw' 
from  Pennsylvania.  ,  , ' 

Besolved,  That  gov.  Clinton  be  authorized  and  renMsted  toni^ 
the  business  of  obstructing,  fortifying,  and  securing  the  paisn  <if**f'  I 
river.  a^;reeable  to  the  resoTutionB  of  ibe  5th  «f  November  laat,  i'*^ 
the  mihtia  of  the  state  of  New-York,  and  to  call  upon  the  Btitei*** 
chasetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  for  iuoh  parts  of  their  miKtia  ai  ^If^.  I 
necessarj,  and  those  statca  can  spare,  for  executing  this  iapoittf^^ 

That  the  commaiiding  <£cer  at  Peeks-Kill  be  ordered  ■w'*'* 
furnish  gov.  Clinton  with  money  from  the  military  chest.  iaJ*g^_^ 
ev«ry  assistance  in  his  power  in  forwardi^  sod  perfecti^ltekM* 
mitted  to  him ! 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commiauoner  of  th«  loan-oAu**^ 
New-York,  in  favor  of  gov.  Clinton,  for  50,000  doUnra,  tom***^ 
tke  charge  of  the  business  intrusted  to  him. 

AesofiKd,  That  th«  warrant  of  the  Sd  of  February  for  2Q0.0I»(*|, 
favor  of  the  board  of  war,  be  paid  to  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-nuBta  ••T, 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  applied  to  the  parpoee  of  partWr 
fiiona  for  the  use  of  the  grand  army. 

The  commissioners  of  claims  report. 

That  they  have  examined  the  uccniiBtsflrMr. 
to  6801  r4.90  dollars,  t<wether  witti 
making  in  the  whole,  rwl  74.90  i 
Mease,  esq.  800  dollars ;  of  John  Gi 
S8  £4.90  dollars  ;  and  after  dedncti 
is  a  balance  of  87  20.90  dollars  due 

Tocol.  Michael  Swoope.fer  his  { 
the  TOi  of  February,  1778,  a  balsn< 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  balances 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gaoei 
.  before  Congress,  and  rou] : 

Ordertd,  That  the  same,  togethei 
master's  department,  be  referred  to 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-mon 
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Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  person  who  executes  those  offices  in  the 
hospital  in  the  middle  aepartment,  be  angrnented  to  three  dollars  a  day. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  re^rt ;  Whereujion, 

Order^,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  brigadier  Wee- 
don,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  gen^ 
end,  in  his  favor,  on  the  president  of  Congress,  for  tbe  sum  of  2500  dollars, 
which  is  to  be  char^  to  the  pay-master  ^eral : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  pay- 
master to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  the  sum  of  500,000  dollars,  to 
be  by  him  transmitted  to  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay -master  general,  who  is 
to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  Ibe  sum  of  40,000  dollars,  in 
favor  of  Dr.  W.  Shippen,  director-eeneral  of  the  military  hospitals,  for  the 
use  of  the  middle  district ;  the  said  director -general  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental lean-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  sum  of  S5,000  dol- 
lars, in  favor  of  the  said  director-eeneral,  for  the  use  of  the  said  district ; 
the  director-general  to  be  accountable ; 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  Oeor- 
^  a,  for  500,000  dollars,  advanced  to  that  state  for  the  sole  purpose  of  cal- 
ing  in  the  currency  of  that  state,  which  has  been  emitted  for  the  support  of 
the  continental  troops;  this  sum  to  include  the  400,000  dollars  granted  for 
that  purpose  by  the  resolution  of  the  15th  of  August  last. 

Besolved,  Tnat  the  pay-master  general  be  directed  to  consult  with  gen. 
Washington  on  the  propriety  of  keeping  a  deputy-pay  master  at  Baltimore, 
and  if  he  shall  judge  such  an  officer  unnecessary,  to  inform  Mr.  Jonathan 
Hndson,  that  the  public  service  not  requiring  his  farther  assistance  in  that 
capacity,  he  is  excused  therefrom  by  Congress,  and  is  ordered  to  adjust  his 
accounts  with  the  pay-master  general  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  committee  on  tiie  treasury  report,  that  they  have  taken  into  consid- 
eration the  application  of  baron  de  Holtzendorf;  that  by  the  agreement 
made  at  Pans  between  Mr.  Deane  and  the  baron,  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  baron  is  entitled  to  any  sum  for  the  defraying  his  expenses  from  and  to 
Europe,  or  to  any  compensation  on  account  of  the  loss  of  his  equipage ; 
that  the  baron,  as  being  one  of  the  officers  accompanying  major-general  de 
Kalb  to  America,  does  not  appear  well  founded,  it  being  evident,  from  the 
resolves  of  Congress  of  September  the  8th,  1777,  that  those  gentlemen  were 
not  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  but,  in  consideration  of , 
tiieir  zeal  for  that  purpose,  it  was  jud|^  expedient  to  pay  their  expenses ; 
neither  does  it  appear,  on  any  other  principles  of  justice,  that  he  is  entitled 
to  the  claims  amresaid ;''  Whereupon, 

Reeolvedj  That  the  si^m  of  lOOO  dollars,  or  such  part  thereof  as  he  may 
require,  be  advanced  to  the  baron  de  Holtzendorf,  to  discharge  the  debts  he 
may  have  contracted,  and  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Paris,  he  giving  bills  of 
exchange  for  tiie  amount  of  any  balance  that  may  be  due  to  the  iFnited  States, 
in  the  same  manner  as  brindier  de  Roche  Fermoy. 

Mesohed,  That  general  Washin^on  be  directed  to  order  a  major-general 
to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  m  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  in  the  place 
of  major-general  Spencer,  resi|;ned. 

A  letter  from  ceneral  Washington  to  Robert  L.  Hooper,  Nathaniel  Fal- 
coner, and  Jonathan  Mifflin,  was  laid  before  Congress  ;  also,  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Duer  to  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  same  be  sent  by  express  to  the  executive 
council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  them 
to  exert  the  whole  powers  of  the  state  in  providing  and  forwarding  to  the 
army,  by  everynossible  means,  supplies  of  provisions,  especially  of  tSe  meat 
kind,  and  also  forage,  with  the  utniost  despatch. 
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ton,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  iDtooonndentioD;  Wknq^ 
Congress  came  jto  the  following  reiiolntionB : 

Whereat  Congreaa,  for  reasoni  set  -forth  in  Hmr  reaalatimof  tki)tkii( 
of  January  last,  have  determined  to  detain  lient  ftn.  Burigyie  id!  fc 
troops  included  in  the  conrention  of  Saratogp,  until  the  mi  mmM 
shall  be  ratified  by  the  couK  of  Great-Britain ;  and  it  will  not  ulrks- 
conyenient  for  the  said  troop9,  but  also  very  distressing  to  tke  ukmid 
the  town  of  Cambridge,  and  parts  adiacent,  to  have  so  large  t  Mtf  m 
confined  within  such  narrow  limits,  for  so  long  a  tuae  u  mn^wadj 
elapse  before  the  ratification  of  the  said  convention  caa  be  kmi;^ 
fore, 

Resolvedf  That  the  council  of  the  state  of  MassadiusettiB^ke  ■» 


ri2ed  and  re<|uested  to  remove,  separate  and  pkice  the  stidtroifiii^ 
ir  and  in  such  parts  of  the  said  stale  as  may  be  moitcfliui^' 


manner  and  in  such  parts  of  the  said  stale  as  may 
their  subsistence  and  security : 

That  general  Heath  be  directed  to  carry  into  eflect  the  ordenrf^ 
cil  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  removing,  secariog  tid|^ 
for  the  said  troops. 

JUaolved,  That  it  be  re^mmended  to  the  council  of  MumfAK^. 
to  order  the  continental  barracks  for  the  reception  of  prisoseniiAi^^ 
to  be  forthwith  finished.  , 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  tiie  committee  of  Congress  atcan^^i* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Fkhruary  20, 1778. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congress  soadfji^' 
papers  respecting  Mr.  de  Francy,  which  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  back  to  the  said  committee  to  rq^ 
on,  and  that,  for  this  special  purpose,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Laaien^"'* 
to  the  said  committee. 

* 

Three  o^clock,  P.  M. 

Resolvedj  That  the  president  immediately  send  a  letter  by  ofX*^* 
committee  at  head-quarters,  desiring  them  to  send  back  hytfe*f^ 
press  a  nomination  of  officers  proper  to  fill  the  quarter-masttf^'^^ 
agreeably  to  a  request  of  Congress  already  transmitted  totbeS' 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letters  from  die  comiutttt^^ 
and  their  plan  for  filling  up  the  army,  and,  after  ddbnte  thereost   ^ 

Orderea,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  vf  five:  tk^ 
chosen,  Mr.  Roberdeao,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Penn*  Mr.  Forbes  andMi*^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Feftntory  21,  1778.   - 

It  appearing,  by  intelligence  this  day  received  from  campi  ^^ 
consequences  are  likely  to  ensue  from  a  longer  delay  of  appttN]^ 
persons  to  fill  the  several  offices  in  the  quarter-master  genersl*»^<tfj^ 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Congress  at  the  camp,  id  cflij^ 
with  general  Washington,  be  authorized  forthwith  te  make  thefi^' 
pointments  for  the  quarter-master  general'^  department : 

A  letter  of  the  21st,  from  Dr.  W.  Shippen,  was  lead ;  Whereif*».  ^ 

Mes6lved,  That  a  surseon-general  be  appointed  for  the  '^'V^yi 
middle  department,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Brown,  promoted;  thebwik'^ 
token,  Dr.  Charles  M^Knight  was  elected.  ^ 

Whereas,  the  duty  of  the  person  who  executes  the  office  of  i^ 
and  pay-master  of  the  hospital  in  the  middle  department,  is  inponi^ 
difficult:  ^  *^ 


]o\3mi¥ALB  or  coNcnsas,  itts. 
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^%»t  tkie  fawiard  of  treasury  be  empowered,  to  iacrease  the -pa j* 

^  VaMb  of  credit  in  such  way  as  they  judge  firoper,  provided 

^ed  for  sigBiBg  anil  namberiag  1000  buls  does,  am  eiceed 

lilted  to  revise  the  svatem  of  the  ooanoiasaryof  pur** 
Tt,  which  was  read  :  « 

'deration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow, 
^v.  J.  Clinton,  of  New^York,  at  Pooghkeep8ie» 

*>  the  board  of  war. 

TOW. 

Wuary  24»  1778. 

'strator  of  Samuel  Allen,  was  read, 

may  be  directed  to  settle  his  ac- 

\  andiost  in  the  public  service ! 


^  %  the  committee  on  the  sys- 

i^rosress  being  made  therein,^ 
.  iliereof  be  postponed  to  Thurs* 

« 

.aier  Parsons,  relative  to  the  treatment  of 
winy,  was  read  : 
.erred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
wmy,  with  regard  to  the  prisoners  who  have  fallen  into 

•A  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY.  February  25, 1778. 

Ite  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  SSd, 
from  L2t\e  council  of  that  state,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  the  following 

Mper^«,vix. 

tl^.e  instructions  of  the  board  of  war  to  their  superintendents  of  provisions ; 
the  Bvlan  laid  down  by  the  superintendents  for  tne  purchase,  &c.  of  provi- 
sions ;  the  instructions  for  the  millers,  dated  the  11th  of  Januarv  last ;  a  let- 
ter Crom  the  superintendents  to  the  board  of  war,  dated  the  11th  inst  a  let- 
ter dated  the  12th  inst.  signed  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  deputy  quarter-master 
RDeraU  to  the  purchasers  under  the  superintendents  i 
^[frdered,  That  the  board  of  warfurnish  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  with 
copies  of  the  above  papers,  or  such  of  them  as  are  in  the  office  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  of  January,  from  Samuel  A.  Otis,  at  Boston,  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  the  8th,  from  general 
Wariiingtoo>  and  sundry  other  letters  which  passed  between  him  and  gen. 
Huwe,  relative  to  the  eichange  of  prisoners  and  other  matters,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  read. 

Xhe  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  and  papers  from  the 
committee  of  Cooffress  at  camp,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  token  into 
consideration,  ancC^ter  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  after- 
noon. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  M^hereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  captoin  Pasky, 
for  26,000  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  drau^t  of  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay- 
muster  general,  for  that  sum,  on  the  president  of  Congress,  dated  at  camp, 
the  fi3d  of  February  inst.  in  favor  of  col.  E.  Lutterloe,  deputy  quarter-mas- 
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Rmolved^  That  the  bcwrd  of  war  immediatelj  emploj  a  saitaUt  mk 
of  proper  peraeiie  ob  the  eeat  side  of  Siiequebeana,  to  pnrchueineita 
forage  for  the  armjr,  and  to  forward  the  sAme  to  the  cusp  vill  all  ^ 
aible  oxpedition,  having  respect  to  the  pricea  fixed  hy  the  uwiflf  ikite 
of  PenQeyivaaia. 

The  marise  comniitteey  to  whom  was  referred  the  compUintif  t^aij 
board  in  the  middle  department,  against  captain  Barrjr,  report, a ivaii- 
ioQt  **  that  oaptaiB  Barry  hath  treated  the  said  board,  ia  tbe  pemtfMr. 
Uopkioson,  one  of  that  board,  with  indeceocj  and  disrespect,  dUk 
eugtity  within  20  days  after  this  resolfe  shall  bare  btea  notified  to bilijie 
said  board,  to  make  such  acknowledgment  as  shall  be  satisfkctorftilaav 

Besohedf  Thai  Congress.ngree  to  the  said  report. 

Ad|ourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  February  23,  1778. 

▲  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  lieutenaat-colonel  Matthew  Simth,a[^^ 
PennsyWanift  regiment^  was  read,  representing  the  dedioing  stiey^ 
health,  and,  on  that  account,  praying  (or  leave  to  resign  his  cfl^* 

Mesohed,  That  leave  be  granted. 

A  latter,  of  the  £!2d,  from  brigadier  Wilkinson,  was  read* 

A  letter,  uf  the  ISth,  from  Joseph  Simons  of  Lancaster,  was  rcii: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tlie  executive  council  ot  PeoBSjta* 
do  thereon  what  they  shall  judge  proper. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Southy  Simpson,  of  Accomaccoutfj'^ 
gioia,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  B.  Harrison,  jun.  deputy  pay-master-generd  k^ 
with  his  monthly  account  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasarf* 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  governor  Caswell,  was  read,  wia  ff^^ 
dosed,  respecting  captain  Folger : 

Ordered,  That  tliey  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  tit^* 
examination  of  captain  Folger. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  WhereupA 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  tne  treasurer  in  favor  of  aft**"' 
Ham  Brown,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  William  Palfrey,  esq*^ 
ter  general,  dn  the  president  of  Congress,  dated  the  20th  instaiiia'^ 
74-90  dollars,  the  said  pay -master  general  to  be  accountable :    ^  ^^ 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  conni^F 
eral,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  Henry  Chiif^^ 
for  the  purpose  of purchasius  cattle  in  Connecticut:  . 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  we  treasurer  in  favor  of  Or.  JonathisN^ 
puty  director-general  of  the  middle  departjnent,  for  100,000  doUA* 
use  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable.        ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Sampson  MatthewSt  was  md,  I'^^'^'^y 
governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  has  appointed  him  and  col  Sanad  M^ 
commissioners  to  proceed  to  Fort-Pitt,  in  the  stead  of  Samuel  ^^^jj^ 
and  Gabriel  Jones,  esqrs.  who  have  declined  that  business,  aodtkitv! 
tend  to  set  forward  on  their  journey  the  2Sd  instant 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read.  ^ 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  aodiH''^ 
papers  from  R.  Morris,  which  were  read :  ^ 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  ti«  *'^ 
Mens.  Francy  were  committed. 


•  • 
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RuoiDeij  That  the  board  of  treaaurj  be  empowered,  to  iacreate  the  paj* 
of  the  signers  of  bills  of  credit  in  sach  way  as  they  judge  proper,  pnwtded 
that  the  sum  allowed  for  stgniag  and  oomberuig  1000  buis  doesnot  eiceed 
2r  dollars. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  system  of  the  oemmimary  of  piir<* 
chases,  brondbt  in  a  report,  which  was  read  :  * 

Ordered^  That  the  consideratiiHi  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  gov.  J.  Clinton,  of  New- York,  at  Poaghkeep8ie» 
was  read: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjoarned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  February  £4.  1778. 

A  petition  from  James  Wilson,  administrator  of  Samuel  Allen,  was  read, 
praying  that  the  commissiooers  of  claims  may  be  directed  to  settle  his  ac- 
conntsforateam  of  Samuel  Allen  employed  and'lostin  the  public  service  : 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  be  granted. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  sys* 
tern  of  the  commissary  of  purchases,  and  some  progress  being  made  therein,^ 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Thurs* 
day  ne&t. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  brigadier  Parsons,  relative  to  the  treatment  of 
Messrs.  Van  tassels,  by  the  enemy,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  with  regard  to  tlie  prisoners  who  have  fallen  into 
their  hands. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  £5, 1778. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  SSd, 
from  the  council  of  that  state,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  the  following 
papers,  viz. 

the  instructions  of  the  board  of  war  to  their  superintendents  of  provisions ; 
the  plan  laid  down  by  the  superintendents  for  tne  purchase,  &c.  of  provi- 
sions ;  the  instructions  for  the  millers,  dated  the  11th  of  January  last ;  a  let- 
ter from  the  superintendents  to  the  board  of  war,  dated  the  11th  inst.  a  let- 
ter dated  the  12th  inst.  signed  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  deputy  quarter-master 
general,  to  the  purchasers  under  the  superintendents  t 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  furnish  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  with 
copies  of  the  above  papers,  or  such  of  them  as  are  in  the  office  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance. 

A  letter,  of  the  d4th  of  January,  from  Samuel  A.  Otis,  at  Boston,  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  the  8th,  from  general 
Wa^ington,  and  sundry  other  letters  which  passed  between  him  and  gen. 
Huwe,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  and  other  matters,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  and  papers  from  the 
committee  of  Cooffress  at  camp,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
cooflideration,  and,  After  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  after- 
noon. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  captain  Pasky, 
for  26,000  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  drau^t  of  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay- 
master general,  for  that  sum,  on  the  president  of  Congress,  dated  at  camp, 
the  i23d  of  i^ebruary  inst.  in  favor  of  col.  K.  Lutterloe,  deputy  quarter^mas- 
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t«r  geatral,  endorsed  bj  hun  to  the  said  capt.  Puky ;  the  ptj-BisterpMi 
to  be  ecGountAfale : 

The  coaunissioB^Y  ef  cUums  at  the  treasnnr  report. 

That  there  is  due  to  the  admiDistrators  of  Satnuel  Allen,  deoeni^ftr 
btre  of  hts  wami  and  team  from  the  4th  of  Septomberto  tke  4iifOEe» 
ber,  1776»  92  days,  at  2  2-3  dollars,  245  30-90  doUan;  and  feAek 
horses,  wacen,  geers  a«d  cloth,  which  bj  certificate,  appear  to  bwln^ 
taioed  in  wt  senrice  after  his  decease,  and  never  retamedtoUikBSiic* 
appnised  at  408  dollars,  which,  last  sum  is  to  be  charged  to  thcimttf 
the  quarter-master  general;  also*  for  expenses  incurred  oo  Tatk-tM* 
bv  account  and  certificate,  7  62-90  dellara,  amounting  in  tkeiUi^ 
661  2-90  dollars : 

To  John  Campbell,  the  sum  of  1243  50-90  dollars,  for  col.  6eRpli> 
ean's  draught  on  the  president  of  Congress,  in  favor  of  col.  W3liiiGn>^ 
ford,  being  for  provisions  stored  at  Fort-Pitt,  which  order  or  dm^s'' 
aigned  over  to  tne  said  Camnbell ;  the  said  coL  O.  Morgan  to  be  acov 

To  Simon  and  Campbell,  the  sum  of  302  dollars,  fiMrarm  nUto^ 
William  Crawford,  for  the  use  of  the  13th  Virginia  renment,iipd^ 
Crawford's  order  on  the  board  of  treasnry :  the  said  cMonel  CitsW" 
accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter  of  the  7th,  and  one  of  the  14th,  irom  major-gen.  Heilli,it)^ 
were  read,  the  former  enclosing  copies  of  sundry  letters  that  pifledM<* 
him  and  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  and  a  letter  from  lord  )^* 
lieutonant-colonel  Anstruther : 

Ordered,  That  tbej  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  tk^^ 
chosen,  Mr.  Wolcott»*Mr«  Lovell,and  Mr.  Gerry.  ^ 

Congress  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the  rqport  on  the  lettmi*^ 
committee  at  camp ;  and,  after  debate» 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  pottpNt'^^ 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Fehruary  26, 1778. 

Seeolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  cafitnins  and  ^ —  . 
privateers,  to  annoy  the  enemj  by  all  the  means  in  their  ppwcTilfj^ 
water,  taking  care  not  to  infringe  or  violate  the  laws  of  ni&ioBi,4ri^ 
of  neutrality.  ^ 

A  letter  of  the  11th,  from  lieutenant-general  Burvoyne,  ^'''^^'[Tu. 
hon.  Henry  Laurens»  president  of  the  Congress,"  with  three  f^f^ 
ed,  was  read  :  ^u 

Ordered,  Thattbey  be  referred  toa  committee  of  five :  the  ncm^ 
sen»  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.Gewf 

Major-gen.  Gates  sent  to  Congress  sundry  letter8,.and  amoBg  90^ 
of  the  9th,  from  miyor-gen.  Philips,  which  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  last  be  referred  to  the  forq^oinc  committoe.  ^^^ 

Sundry  letters  to  the  board  of  war  from  the  norSiem  depsH^v" 
laid  before  Congress  and  read>  ^u 

Ordered,  l*hat  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  thr^ :  the  iiev<'^ 
sen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.  g 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  (he  committoeiBj^ 
of  the  8th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  the  ietteiv  which  passed  be****' 
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and  gen.  Howe,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  pt  isoners*  and  thereupon  came  to 
the  foUowiog  reeolutiona : 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  Congress,  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  gen.  Washing* 
ton  to  i^n.  Howe,  of  the  lOth  of  this  month,  that  he  has  consented  to  the 
propositions  of  gen.  Howe,  to  the  following  effect :  "  that  an  exchange  of  all 
prisoners  now  in  our  possession,  officer  fur  officer,  soldier  for  soldier,  and  ci* 
tizen  for  citizen,  so  far  as  number  andrank  will  applj,  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution as  expeditious!  J  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  and  without  re- 
gard  to  anj  controverted  point,  which  might  prove  an  impediment  to  so  desi- 
rable an  end :" 

And,  whereas,  bj  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of  December  last, 
a  release  of  prisoners  in  the  power  of  these  states  cannot  take  place  before  the 
account  of  ail  provisions,  and  other  necessaries,  which  have  been  supplied 
bj  the  public  to  such  prisoners,  are  liquidated  and  discharged  : 

And,  whereas,  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  to  accomplish  the  desirable  pur-^ 
pose  of  exch viging  the  prisoners  without  unnecessary  delaj ; 

Hesohed,  That  an  express  be  sent  to  the  several  legislatures,  or  supreme 
executiye  authorities  ot  the  respective  states,  for  such  accounts  of  money, 
proyisions,  and  other  necessaries,  which  thej  haye  supplied  to  prisoners 
taken  bj  ^e  United  States  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  as  nave  not 
been  already  transmitted  to  Congress ;  that  they  be  requested  to  make  up 
the  said  accounts  to  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  and  transmit  them  as  speedily 
as  possible  to  the  commissioners  of  claims  at  the  board  of  treasury ;  that  the 
accounts  of  each  state  from  New-Hampshire  to  Virginia^  inclustye,  be  sent 
to  the  said  commissioners  on  or  before  the  l^lhday  of  April  next,  and  of  the 
other  states,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  pf  June  next,  and  that  the  respective 
states  sustain  the  losses  which  may  arise  from  detaining  such  accounts  longer 
than  the  time  herein  allowed  them  for  rendering  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  all  officers  in  the  departments  of  the  quarter-master,  pay- 
master, and  clothier-general,  and  commissaries  of  provisions  and  prisoners, 
the  commissioners  of  accounts,  and  other  officers,  who  may  have  accounts  or 
charges  of  money,  provisions,  or  other  necessaries  in  their  respective  offices, 
for  supplies  furnished  the  said  prisoners,  be  directed  to  send  such  accounts 
to  the  commissioners  of  claims  at  the  board  of  treasury,  on  or  before  the  15th 
day^  of  April  next,  and  that  they  respectively  sustain  the  losses  that  may 
arise  from  a  neglect  hereof: 

That  the  commissioners  of  claims  be  directed  to  prepare  the  said  accounts 
for  adiustment  without  delay,  and  that  no  exchange  of  prisonera  be  made 
until  tne  balance  due  thereon  to  the  United  States  isdisehai^ed. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  committee 
of  ciimmerce  for  20,000  dollars,  advanced  upon  their  application,  for  the 
purpose  of  loading  with  rice  the  ship  Flammand,  ordered  to  SoHth*Carolina; 
the  said  committee  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Archibald  Steel,  deputy  quarter-master  general  for  the 
troops  at  Fort-Pitt,  was  read : 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letters  and  papers  from  the  committee  of  Congress  at  camp,  and  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas,  the  well  being  and  safety  of  these  states  require  that  a  powerful 
army  be  early  brought  into  the  field,  effectually  to  oppose  and  defeat  the 
public  enemies  thereof:  and  whereas  by  the  actual  invasion  of  some  of  Ibe 
~  states,  and  the  local  circumstances  of  others,  it  would  be  inexpedient 
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and  unreMonable  to  draw  forth  from  all  of  them  their  fall  praprfntft 
continental  battalions,  according  to  the  eatablishment  heretofeitMttWit 
apportioiied  in  Concreta :  ^^ 

JZeso/ved,  That  &e  several  states  hereafter  named  be  rcquMfaM 
to  fill  up  bj  drau^ts  from  their  miUtia,  or  in  anj  other  mtjMM^ 
effectnal,  their  respective  battalions  of  continental  tretfis»  acGorii|»ic 
following  arrangement,  viz. 

Pennsylvania        -       •  9 
Delaware      -       -      •      1 

Maryland      -  ^■■^ 

the  OemsB  batlalioii. 

yirginia         -       -  •    -  li 
North-Carolina      •      -      5 


New-Hampshire          ...  3 

llaasachusetts-Bay       -        -        -  15 

Bhode-Islandy  &c.        -        •       -  1 

Connecticut        -      '  •       -        -  8 

New-York           .        -        -        .  5 

New-Jersey         ....  4 


That  all  persons  draughted,  shall  serve  in  the  continental  b>ttata(|^ 
respective  states  for  the  space  of  nine  months,  from  the  tine  thcyMl^ 
pectively  appear  at  the  several  places  of  rendezvous  hereafter  tern 
unless  sooner  discharged : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  appoint  efaw* 
perintend  the  making  and  forwarding  the  said  dranghts,  and  ^^ , 
superintendents  to  procure  complete  lists  of  the  raendraiighH*"**j 
scription  of  their  persons,  their  age,  stature,  the  places  of  tkafi^* 
the  regiment  and  company  from  which  they  shall  have  beendrtip** 
to  forward  the  same  to  the  commissioners  hereafter  mentioociw*^ 
transmit  an  exact  copy  thereof  to  the  commander  in  diief. 

And  to  the  end,  the  commissioners  may  be  enabled  the  l*^^^^'?^ 
their  business,  and  the  men  draughted  as  aforesaid,  may  be  seiti*^ 
places  of  rendezvous  with  the  greater  safety  and  expedition :  ^^ 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  ^testsi^^ 
several  militia  officers,  by  whom  any  men  shall  have  ^'^^^''^'^u 
liver  to  the  said  superintendents  such  descriptive  lists  of  the  ^^^ 
respectively  draughted  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  fi]rtheri(>>^^ 
said  superintendents  to  make  similar  Ksts  of  the  men  by  tlien,6«^ 
time,  sent  to  the  places  of  rendezvous,  and  take  receipts  for  iich*^^ 
the  said  lists  from  such  officers  as  they  shall  appoint  to  ^^^^ 
aforesaid,  and  forward  copies  of  such  lists  and  receipts  to  the  f»^ 
sioners: 

lliat  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  said  states  to  appoiBt  «H^^ 
commissioners,  to  reside  at  the  said  places  of  rendezvous.  Tor  ^^^ 
receiving  the  draughts  of  their  respective  states,  and  deliverttf^ 
to  the  continental  officers,  who  may  be  appointed  by  die  conmiP^ 
there  to  receive  them ;  and  further,  to  direct  their  respective  <^*^5 
to  sive  receipts  for  such  draughted  men  as  shall  Iks  delivered  ti^^ 
make  out  such  descriptive  lists,  as  aforesaid,  of  thetsen  ^7^^^!?J 
to  time,  delivered  over  to  sQch  continental  officers,  and  take  reer*^ 
from  them,  and  transmit  copies  of  such  lists  and  receipts  to  the 
in  chief: 

•    *_M. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  sereral  states  to  make  proYin*" 
draughted  men  upon  their  march  to  the  said  places  *f  I'^'^'^^'^Li 
the  states  be  allowed,  for  such  subsistence,  l-24th  part  oft  deHfrPj 
for  each  man  actually  marching  to  the  said  places  of  rendexn**^ 
more. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  draughts  from  the  New -England  ete^sj 
desvoos  at  Ksh-Rill,  on  Hudson's  river ;  those  of  New-York*  *{ 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  those  of  New -Jersey,  PennsjIviiA 
and  Maryland,  at  camp ;  those  of  Virginia,  at  Alexandria  ind  '^ 
town,  in  the  same  sUte ;  and  those  of  North-Carolina,  at  PitUf  I 
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hoase  and  Petereiwrgh,  id  Vii^nia  ;  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief. 

Resolvedy  That  everj  person  draughted  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  supplj 
himself  with  a  good  firelock  and  bayonet,  a  cartouch-box,  hayerHack,  or 
blanket,  and  shalt»  at  the  expiration  oi  the  term  of  his  service,  produce,  to 
the  proper  paj-master,  a  certificate  from  his  captain,  or  other  commanding 
officer  of  his  company,  that  he  hath  been  constantly  provided  therewith,  shaU 
receive,  for  the  use  of  his  firelock,  bayonet,  and  cartouch-box,  two  dollars, 
and  for  the  use  of  his  blanket,  four  dollars,  and  in  a  like  proportion  for  any 
or  either  of  them.  And  in  case  any  of  the  said  articles  sliall  be  lost  or  ren- 
dered useless  in  the  service,  without  the  negligence  or  fault  of  the  proprietor^ 
he  shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons,  in  whatever  way  procured,  for  supplying  the 
deficiencies  in  the  continental  battalions,  unless  inlisted  for  three  years,  oc 
during  the  war,  be  considered  as  draughts;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  several  states  to  exert  themselves  to  procure  recruits  for  their  respective 
continental  battalions  by  inlistments  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war, 
and  that  the  draughts  from  the  respective  states  be  discharged  in  proportion 
aa  such  recruits  from  the  said  states  shall  join  the  army. 

Andy  whereas,  experience  hath  proved  that  no  confidence  can  be  placed  in 
prisoners  of  war  or  deserters  from  the  enemy,  who  inlist  into  the  continental 
array ;  but  many  losses  and  great  mischiera  have  frequently  happened  by 
tliem;  therefore, 

JReaohed^  That  no  prisoners  of  war  or  deserters  from  the  enemy  be  inlisted^ 
draughted,  or  returned  to  serve  in  the  continental  army. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  instruct  and  direct  the  commissary-general  of 
prisoners  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  examine  all  officers  and  any  of  the 
privates  of  the  United  States,  that  shall  be  hereafter  exchanged,  and  take 
such  of  their  depositions  as  may  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  treatment  our 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  have  received  during  their  captivity, 
and  report  the  same  to  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  gen.  Schuyler  at  Albany,  and  one,  of  the  SOth, 
from  the  committee  of  Congress  at  camp,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  February  £7,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Putnam,.at  West-Point,  on  Hud- 
son's river,  was  read  : 
'  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  and, 
tlicreupon,  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas,  a  few  deluded  inhabitants  of  these  states,  prompted  thereto  by 
arts  of  the  enemy,  have  associated  together,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing,  and 
secretly  conveying  to  places  in  possession  of  the  British  forces,  such  of  the 
iojal  citizens,  oflicers,  and  soldiers  of  these  states,  as  may  fall  into  their 
power ;  and  being  assisted  by  parties  furnished  by  tjie  enemy,  have,  in  seve- 
ral instances,  carried  their  nefarious  designs  into  execution ;  and  such  prac- 
tices being  contrary  to  their  alliance  as  subjects,  and  repugnant  to  the 
rales  of  war : 

Ile8olved,  That  whatever  inhabitant  of  these  states  shall  kill  or  seize,  or 
take  any  loyal  citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  and  convey  him,  her,  Or  them,  to 
any  place  within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  or  shall  enter  into  any  combina- 
tion for  such  purpose,  or  attempt  to  carry  the  same  into  execution,  or  hath 
assisted  or  shall  assist  therein ;  or  shall,  by  giving  intelligence,  acting  ^s  a 
guide,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatever*  aid  the  enemy  in  the  perpetration 


460 


JOURNALS  OP  C0NGBB88»  1778. 


thereof,  he  shall  suffer  death  by  the  joilgraeiit  of  a  ceart-ntrtial,  ttitiA 
assassin,  and  spj,  if  the  offence  be  committed  within  70  miles  tf&e  hi* 
quarters  of  the  gntnd  or  other  armies  of  these  states,  where  tgeiailiicf 
commands. 

In  passing  the  above  resolution  the  yeas  and  nays  were  reqiiid,Wi» 

follows : 


JV.-/ram^A»np, 

Mr.  Frost, 

ay  ^  ojf  • 

Delaware, 

Mr.  M<Kran, 

nil 

Ma$9a*tt9-Bayi 

,  Mr.  Geny, 

Manflandf 

Mr.  Forbes, 

'\h 

Lovell, 

Hcmy, 

r 

Xh9de^hlMd, 

Mr.  EUerjr, 

«y  >«f 

Virgimth 

Mr.F.I.Ue. 

^\n 

Cmmd€ticu$f 

Mr.  Dyer, 

«*? 

Harriet 

^v 

Wokott 

m>n9 

^.'CaroHnm^ 

Mr.Peim, 

Huntington, 

noj 

S.-Car0tinaf 

Mr.  LaureiHi 

•Ww-Tbrib, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

^yy 

Gtorjriot 

Mr.  I^igwwtby 

€, 

Mw-Jerte^ 

Mr.CUtk, 

Zl^' 

Wood, 

^  ' 

Scudder, 

Ffmuj/ktamia, 

Mr.  Robcrdemu, 
J.B.  Smith, 
James  Smith, 
Cfingui, 

Andy  whereas,  small  parties  of  the  enemy,  encoumged  by  iiJMm^ 
sitions  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  may  make  aow'** 
tlie  country  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned^  or  others  not  vanv? 
the  custom  of  war : 

Orderedf  That  gen.  Washington  determine  and  publish,  io"<^'^ 
he  shall  deem  proper,  the  number  under  which  no  party  <>^^^ 
be  suffered  to  go  beyond  their  lines,  on  pain,  if  taken,  of  beiogl^' 
inarauders  and  punisned  with  death. 

Betolved^  That  a  company  of  bakers  be  raised,  to  bake  bread  fivW' 
the  company  to  consist  of 


Twelve  foiemen,  at 

Sixty  baker% 


§30 
34 


One  directof^  st  8  ^  s  SMinthand  3  ntioQi 

a  day, 
Three  sub-directon,  at  g  40  3     do. 

That  the  company  be  inlisted  for  one  year  from  the  day  rf  ^*^ 
ment,  and  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

That  each  foreman  and  baker  have  the  same  clothing  as  is  allv**'^'^ 
commissioned  officers  in  the  continental  service :  ^ 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  appoint  tiif  director  awls*^ 
tors,  and  cause  the  company  to  be  raisea  and  set  to  work  witklli^ 
despatch.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  governor  Livingston*  of  New-JeneJ^ 
non- Valley,  was  read. 

Orderea,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Wherwf^j. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  *^JJ 
Steel,  deputy  quarter-master  general,  for  50,000  dollars,  advascM*^ 
the  application  of  the  board  of  war,  for  the  use  of  the  qsw^'f^'J 
eral's  department  in  the  western-district;  miyor  general  Mift^^ 
roaster  general,  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  board  of  wfir,  was  reftd  •  ^ 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  mesite**'^ 
Mr*  Harvie*  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Clark. 

Resolved t  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  |Hrepsrta 
dation  to  the  United  Statos,  to  set  apart  a  day  of  fasting,  l»si 

Srayer:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Huiitii|tts 
cudder. 
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-erg: 


Three  o'clock.  P.  M. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
system  of  the  commissary  of  purchases,  and  some  progress  being  made  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tomoiTOw. 

SATURDAY,  February  28,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  £7th,  from  R.  R.  Wilford,  aid -de-camp  to  general  Biir- 
goyne,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  from  iieuten- 
ant'^general  Burgojne. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordertd,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  faVor  ot  the  marine 
committee,  for  5000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  to  Nathaniel  Shaw,  esq.  con- 
tinental agent  in  Connecticut : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan -office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  the  marine  commit- 
tee, for  35,000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Nathaniel  Shaw,  esq. 
for  which  two  sums  the  said  marine  committee  are  to  be  accountable. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Haryie,  Mr.  EHery,  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Clark. 

Or^red,  That  the  warrant  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the 
state  of  New-Jersey,  dated  the  24th  of  January  last,  in  favor  of  his  excel- 
lency governor  Livingston,  for  10,000  dollars,  be  paid  in  preference  to  any 
other  warrant  previously  issued  on  the  said  commissioner,  and  that  the 
money  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  paying  the  premiums  for  apprehending 
deserters,  as  well  as  of  recruiting  the  continental  battalions  raised  by  the  said 
state : 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates 
of  New -Jersey,  for  5000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  governor 
Livingston,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  preceding  order ;  he  to  be 
accountable. 

A  petition  and  remonstrance  from  the  justices  and  field  officers  of  the 
county  of  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  county,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  William  Bu- 
chanan, esq.  commissary  general  of  purchases,  for  12,000  dollars,  for  the  use 
of  the  middle  district  of  his  department;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  the 
state  of  North-Carolina,  for  3500  dollars,  advanced  upon  the  application  of 
Mr.  John  Penn ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'  clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  March  2,  \77Q. 

A  letter,  of  February  28th,  from  Richard  R.  Wilford,  aid -de-camp  to 
lieutenant-eeneral  Burgoyne,  was  read,  enclosing  a  list  of  officers  who  were 
exchanged  by  gen.  Gates  at  Albany,  and  for  whom  gen.  Burgoyne  requires 
passports: 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  and  list  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  tlie  said  R.  R.  Wilford,  enclosing  one  from  lieu- 
tenant-general Bui*goyne,  was  read,  in  which  he  observes,  tliat  '*  altho'  he 
informed  the  president  that  the  contents  of  the  enclosed  letter  was  depen- 


46£  JOURNALS  OF  CONOIffiSS,  1778. 


dent  upon  the  resolutions  CongreM  might  come  to  with  renrd  titkis 
letter  delivered,  jet  as  this  onlj  concerns  lieutenant-senenl  Boi|9yM« 
his  family,  he  conceives^  it  may  not  be  improper  to  far  it  before  C«^ 
DOW,  as  the  Congress  will  consider  them,  eitner  together  or  sepinti^jr,  t 
they  see  just,  and  it  will  also  serve  to  prevent  any  delays  thatoajtnK^ 
his  keeping  tliis  back,  until  their  determination  with  respect  to  tkeflC^tf 
known  :'* 

I1ie  letter  enclosed  from  lieutenant-geDcral  Bargoyne,  dated  Mrii^ 
February  llth,  1778,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  former  letBlai 
general  Burgoyne. 

A  letter,  of  February  25th,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  wa*  wAf^ 
ing  a  new  arrangement  of  the  quarter-master  ceneraPs  dcpirtswl,* 
recommending  persons  to  execute  the  business  of  the  said  departMH: 

Congress  takmg  into  consideration  tlie  arrangement  proposed  b?  Aecff 
roitti^e. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  adopted,  instead  of  that  agreed  tsaiii^ 
day  of  February,  and  that  there  be  one  quarter- master-gcoenl,  lit" 
assistant-quarter •mastei's-general  : 

That  these  three  be  allowed,  for  their  trouble  and  expense,  enepff* 
upon  the  monies  issued  in  the  department,  to  be  divided  as  thejAii^ 
and  including  an  addition  to  the  pay  of  the  wagon -master-g^ienlii^i* 
deputy : 

That  major-general  Green  be  appointed  quarter-master-genenl: 

That  John  Cox  and  Charles  Pettit,  esqrs.  be  appointed  asftbtalf>^' 
masters  genei-al :  ^^ 

Thattne  forage-masters,  wagon -masters,  and  other  officers  in  fcjl^ 
ment,  be  in  the  appointment  of  the  quarter- master-general,  vh*^* 
responsible  for  their  conduct.  , 

Resolved,  Thit  major-general  Green  retain  his  rank  of  sqirf^ 
in  the  army. 

•  BesolveJ,  Thtft  maior-gen.Mifflin,  late  quarter-master-geDenlite*^ 
ed  to  make  out  immediately  and  transmit  to  Congress  and  too^vf^ 
Green,  quarter-master-general,  a  state  of  the  preparations  torfcr 
campaign  in  the  quarter-master-generaPs  department,  specifyist^'^ 
cles  are  in  readiness,  where  deposited,  where  engaged  and  in  wf||^ 
ties  ;  and  that  he  deliver  or  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  fH^I^ 
ral  Green,  quarter-master-general,  or  his  order.  ^t 

Whereas,  Dr.  Parke  and  one  Morton,  both  of  the  city  of  PUpP 
the  former  son-in-law  and  the  latter  step-son  of  James  Pembe^^ 
presumed  to  undertake  a  journey  from  Philadelphia  to  WincbesW^ 
calling  at  head -quarters,  or  obtaining  permission  from  any  lawfeliff^ 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  cause  the  saidllB** 
Morton  to  be  apprehended  and  confined  in  prison  till  farther  ordi^ 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Where«p%^ 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  m  favor  of  WilM**J 
joy,  pay-master  to  the  3d  Virginia  regiment,  for  6500  doilali»  >B 
of  the  order  of  William  Palfreyi  < 


esq.  pay-master-genend,  on  tke 
in  favor  of  the  said  Mountjoy,  for  that  sum,  dated  camp,  theSSdof 
1778  ;  the  said  pay -master  to  be  accountable.  ^^^ 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  cW 
auditor-general  reports,  • 

That  uiere  is  due  to  col.  Kermovan,  for  130^  rations,  tiie  nostf  1* 
90  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Gates  be  requested  to  lodge  »«»*ljL 
pers  of  Congress,  in  the  secretary's  office,  the  original  tetter  of  gei«»^ 
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goynte  to  hiiQ}  dated  "  Public  houge»  at  Cambridge,  November  141h,  177r.'^ 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  petition  and  remonstrance  From  the  jus- 
tices and  field  officers  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  in  Yirslnia,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  was  referred,  report, 

'*  Thai  the  circumstances  attending  the  counties  of  Accomac  and  Nforth- 
ampton,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  are  such  as  render  them  peculiarly  subject 
to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  and  that  there  being  also  tlierein  a  lar^e 
quantity  of  condnental  property,  imported  from  foreign  parts,  and  no  guaids 
regularly  established  for  the  protection  thereof  until  removal,  it  is  expedient, 
that  the  men  raised  by  draught  or  otherwise,  in  the  said  counties,  as  part  of 
the  Virsin&a  quota  of  troops,  be  ordered  to  remain  in  t^ie  said  counties,  sub^ 
ject  to  tne  order  of  governor  Henry  and  the  council  of  Virginia,  who  are 
requested  to  embody  them  under  proper  officers  who  will  attend  to  their 
government  and  discipline,  and  employ  them  in  protecting  the  property  of 
me  United  States,  or  in  other  military  services  until  the  farther  order  of 
Congress  or  the  board  of  war ;  and  that  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhYibitants 
of  the  said  counties,  on  the  subject  of  these  draughts,  be  sent  to  eovernor 
Henry,  to  be  laid  before  the  assembly  of  that  state  for  their  consideration, 
and  that  they  be  requested  to  take  measures  for  the  safe-guard  and  protec- 
tion of  the  said  countiea  in  case  the  said  draughts,  shall  be  ordered  to  join  the 
annv»" 

Utaolvedt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general  Heath, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

I&olvedp  That  tiie  president  write  to  general  Heath,  and  inform  him  that 
it  was  by  no  means  the  intention  of  Congress  that  general  Burgoyne  should 
be  prevented  from  communicating  to  lord  Howe,  or  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  British  ships  in  tiie  harbour  of  Newport,  the  intelligehce  of  the  act  of 
Congress  detaining  the  troops  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  until  it  shall 
be  ratified  by  the  court  of  Great-Britain : 

That  general  Heath  be  directed  to  permit  lieutenant-colonel  Anstruther, 
of  the  62d  British  regiment,  to  go  on  his  parole  to  Rhode-Island,  in  order  to 
n^otiate  an  exchange  for  himself;  provided,  that  if  colonel  Ethan  Allen 
shall  not  have  been  exchanged  for  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  no  exchange 
but  colonel  Ethan  Allen  shall  be  accepted  for  colonel  Anstruther. 

Whereas,  it  is  essential  to  the  operations  of  the  arm^  during  the  next 
campaign,  that  the  most  vigorous  measures  should  forthwith  be  adopted  for 
the  forming  a  body  of  horse,  upon  such  principles  as  are  most  likely  to  ad- 
vance the  public  interest  and  the  honor  otthe  officers  and  men  who  compose 
the  same  ;  and  whereas,  in  times  of  public  danser,  when  the  lives,  liberties, 
and  property  of  a  free  people  are  threatened  by  a  foreign  and  barbarous 
enemy,  it  is  the  duty  of  those,  who  enjoy  in  a  peculiar  degree  tlie  gifts  of  for- 
tune, and  of  a  cultivated  understanding,  to  stand  forth  in  a  disinterested  man- 
ner ID  defence  of  their  country,  and  by  a  laudable  example  to  rouse  and 
animate  their  countrymen  to  deeds  worthy  of  their  brave  ancestors,  and  of  the 
sacred  cause  of  freedom : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  young  gentlemen  of 
property  and  spirit,  in  the  states  of  New -Hampshire,  Massacnusetts-Bay, 
Rhode-island,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  forthwith  to  constitute,  with- 
in their  respective  states*  a  troop  or  troops  of  light-cavalry,  to  serve  at  their 
own  expense  (except  in  the  article  of  provisions  for  themselves  and  forage 
for  their  horses,)  until  the  31st  day  of  December  next: 

That  each  troop,  so  to  be  raised,  consist  of  not  less  than  £0,  nor  more 
than  60  rank  and  nle ;  that  they  have  a  right  to  choose  their  own  officers,  who 
shall  rvceive  continental  commissions ;  and  that  they  rendezvous  at  the 
main  army  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  or  at  an  earlier  period  if  possible : 
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That*  in  order  to  excite  a  proper  spirit  of  emulatien  in  these  \Mi^i 
io  give  them  an  opportonitj  of  appropriating  that  fame  which  thcb itsjc 
tive  merits  maj  entitle  them  to,  during  the  campaign,  etch  troop aUlbr 
the  name  of  the  state  in  which  it  is  raised  : 

That  these  troops,  when  raised^  shall  not  seryeasexpreS9a,ex<»(ilw 
ef  action,  nor  as  escorts  to  the  persons  of  anj  eeneral^  exce{itH<(Af 
commander  of  the  arm^  with  whom  tliey  serve,  unless  with  their  m^' 

That  every  horse  which  shall  be  killed,  and  erery  horse  and  lUiad 
Accoutrements,  which  shall  be  taken  bv  the  enemy  in  action,  M^f^ 
for  by  the  United  States ;  the  value  to 'be  ascertained  under  the  toi^ 
the  commander  in  chief;  and  all  booty  taken  from  the  enenjihilltaitfi^ 
the  troop  by  whom  it  shall  be  taken. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  <heT«^ 
states  to  countenance  and  encourage  this  design  ;  and  diat  the  )«n^f> 
transmit  to  them  forthwith,  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolatiooi,  \x^^ 
a  descriptive  list  of  the  accoutrements  necessary  ror  man  and  hont 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  lieutenant-genenlBai^* 
the  president  of  Congress,  dated  the  11th  of  February,  with  the  (fB*^ 
closed,  was  referred,  report, 

•«  That  they  have  carefully  perused  and  duly  considered  the  ^^f 
pers,  and  are  of  opinion  that  nothing  therein  contained,  is  sufficieittii** 
Congress  to  receae*from  their  resolves  of  the  8th  day  of  Jmbhj'*'*^ 
spectin^  the  convention  of  Saratoga  :*' 

Resolved,  That  Congress  aj^ree  to  the  said  report.  , 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  IMJ 
Nourse,  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  W^''^ 
to  be  by  nim  transmitted  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  deputy pj-*^^ 
neral,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  and  papers  respecting  the  northeni*fJ^ 
be  referred  back  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to  order  »<**JV 
tions  of  the  troops  there  as  they  judge  most  effectual  to  secore  ^^^^ 
passes  on  Hudson's  river,  and  the  posts  and  countries  to  the  sfftkfn^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  March  3,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  from  Connecticut  be  added  to  the  ■«•* 
mittee  :  the  member  cho»en,  Mr.  Huntington.  .  a 

A  letter  from  Dr.  R.  Harris  to  William  Buchanan,  esq.  resf«*l 
v^as  laid  before  Conj^ress  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  ^^ 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter,  of  the  HthflffjS 
from  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne, marked  numbers,  withaptptf^ 
brouglit  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  ^ 

'  Resolved,  That  lieutenant-general  Burvoyne,  on  account  of  Us  ■*\ 
health,  have  leave  to  embark  tor  England  by  Rhode-Island,  or  ttj*^ 
peditious  route,  with  the  officers  of  his  family  and  his  servants  |ty^ 
Heath  furnish  the  necessary  passports,  accepting  a  parole  froia^^*'^ 
general  Burgoyne,  lieatenant-col.  Kingston,  and  Dr.  Wood,  "tW^ 
uie  embarkation  of  the  troops  of  the  convention  of  Saratcwa  be  bf*?^ 
prolonged  beyond  the  time  apprehended,  those  officers  will  re^^^^ 
ca,  upon  demand  and  due  notice  given,  and  will  re-deUver  ' 
the  power  of  Congress,  unless  regularly  exchanged.*' 

Aesolved,  That  captain  Willoe,  of  the  8th  regiment, 
passport  to  return  to  Canada,  by  way  of  Halifax,  in  Nova-Scotiii>|2 
restriction  of  the  parole  given  by  the  Canadian  troops  io  the  con^*^ 
Saratoga,  till  he  shall  be  regularly  exchanged. 


ivcrthe««i*^ 
be  fiirBi*^3 
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Resolved^  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  grant  the  passports  requested  bj  gen- 
Burgojne,  for  capt.  Vigors,  of  the  29th  regiment,  lieut  Wheat  of  the  20th» 
or  lieut.  Bibby,  or  the  24th. 

The  committee  also  report,  upon  the  letter  from  lieut.  Wilford,  aid-de- 
camp to  gen.  Burgojne,  which  was  referred  to  them,  ^<  that  lieut.  Wilford  be 
permitted  to  deliver  to  the  board  of  war  duplicates  of  the  papers  bj  him  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  and  that  the  board  be  directed  to  forward  them  to  gen. 
Washington,  to  be  transmitted  bj  a  flag  to  gen.  Howe,  without  delay,  but 
tiiat  lieutenant  Wilford  be  not  permitted  personally  to  convey  the  duplicates 
either  to  gen.  Washington  or  gen.  Howe :"  ^ 

Rtaolvtd,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Mr.  Harvie  laid  before  Congress  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
committee  at  camp,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  the  army : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen^ 
Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smitli,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Heath  be  directed  to  accjuaint  lord  Napier,  and  any 
other  officer  who  may  apply  fQr  liberty  to  go  within  the  enemy's  posts,  to 
jnegociate  a  personal  exctianee,  that  Congress  do  not  think  it  expedient  to 
continue  to  grant  passports  for  that  purpose,  as  such  exchange  may  be  effect- 
ed in  the  customary  way. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  4,  177S. 

The  commissioners  of  claims  report, 

Tliat  there  is  due  to  Moses  Young,  for  his  services  as  clerk  in  the  secreta- 
ry's office,  from  the  21st  of  7uly,  1777 »  to  the  28th  of  August  following,  the 
sum  of  52  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer,  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse, 
esq.  pay -master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  be 
,  bj  nim  transmitted  to  Hugh  Hughes,  deputy  quarter-master  general  at  Peeks- 
Kill,  for  the  use  of  the  quarter-master  general's  department;  major-general 
Mifflin*  late  quarter-master  general,  to  be  accountable : 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  Harvie, 
for  70  ir-90  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  his  expenses  as  one  of  the  commit- 
tee from  Congress  to  head-quarters ;  and  that  another  warrant  issue  in  his 
favor  for  1800  dollars  advanced  upon  his  application ;  for  which  last  sum  the 
state  of  Virginia  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  February  the  10th,  ffom  Jeremiah  Wadsworth  to  gen.  Mifflin, 
and  one,  of  the  21st  ol  February,  from  H.  Hughes  to  A.  Butler,  were  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read  :  < 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  20th  of  February  p 
from  the  committee  at  camp,  having  made  report,  the  same  was  taken  into 
consideration;  Whereupon, 

Kesolvtd,  That  sen.  Washington  be  empowered,  if  he  think  it  prudent 
and  proper,  to  employ  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  a  body  of  Indians, 
not  exceeding  400 ;  and  that  it  be  left  to  him  to  pursue  such  measures  as  he 
judges  best  for  procuring  them,  and  to  employ  them,  when  procured,  in  such 
way  as  will  annoy  the  enemjr  without  suffering  them  to  injure  those  who  are 
friends  to  the  caufte  of  America. 

The  board  of  war  having  also  reported  on  the  letters  and  papers  relative 
to  the  defence  of  the  posts  on  Hudson's  river,  and  the  obstructions  and  work^ 
to  be  made  and  erected  under  the  direction  of  governor  Clinton ;  it  waa 
thereupon. 
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Rttolvtd,  That  the  regulation  of  the  trages  nf  artifictn  witiibMi 
the  continental  service,  be  left  to  governor  Clinton's  ditcretiaB-. 

That  the  eight  iron  field-cannon  mounted,  and  the  93BotiwinW,»^ 
the  66  pieces  of  different  calibres,  brought  and  brineiM  ina  Tmde^ 
bo  subject  to  the  orders  of  governor  Clinton,  rerthedeieDce«fd<|BaN 
Hudson's  river : 

That  the  governor  be  assisted  bjr  the  artificers  in  AUmdj  uJ  Wn 
on  that  river,  in  stocking  the  guns,  andthat  heha¥e  auiboritjtapi^)^ 
other  neceisarj  cannon  for  9ie  defence  of  the  passes  oa  ibt  iiw- 
wherever  the  same  can  be  procured. 

Ordered,  That  the  clothier-general  send  an  assistant  cldhiulk^ 
tioned  with  the  continental  army  on  Hudson's  river,  to  saMriiiUi^^P 
cnringand  distribution  uf  clotliing,  and,  in  the  mean  time, nut tbtuu*'' 
ing  officer  take  such  order  as  to  the  clothing  the  troops  andtifakai 
exigencies  require: 

That  the  issuing  commissary  of  the  army  stationed  on  or  is  Hitia?' 
Hudson's  river,  for  the  defence  thereof,  have  authority,  wi^  iheo"^ 
of  the  commanding  officer,  to  draw  for  supplies  of  provisioiiiiHtdK^  , 
ing  commissaries  in  the  eastern  or  northern  districts,  as  eii^Kiof* 
position  of  the  troops  may,  from  time  to  time,  require,  taking  S****  ^ 
not  to  interfere  witn  any  supplies  coming  forward  to,  or  inUiM"" 
grand  army.  ^ 

Sesolved,  That  the  other  parts  of  the  report  be  referred  Ucktitk* 
of  war,  that  thej  may  give  such  orders  thereon  as  they  judit  wc^* 

5 roper  respecting  tlie  plans  of  the  forts  and  batteries,  and  oatr  tf**' 
ental  thereto  j  and  also  give  such  directions  to  colonel  RadititK*?^ 
of  the  service  requires,  agreeable  to  the  niUs  established  in  tlitif 

A  letter  from  A.  Butler  to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  O^* 
read. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  MarA  5,  1778. 
Resohtd,  That  'ibe  continental  agento  in  North -Carolina  sad  Mr^ 
Una  be  respectively  directed.ontheapplication  of  col.  Kennovsa.W"*'' 
ree  passage  to  France,  in  any  continental  vessel  that  may  ofc hs*" 


of  the  ports. 

A  letter,  of  the  4(h,  from  the  board  of  war.  with  one  of  the  ff**** 
ary  from  gov.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the;  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  '^'^ 
chosen,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Harvie,  and  Mr.  Gerry.  ^ 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  J* 
of  February,  from  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  relative  to  *I**7^ 
to  clerks  for  the  said  offlce,  report,  "  that  considering  the  ""'^Ib 
penses  of  the  officers  attending  Congress,  and  that  capaUe  aadc*^ 
(rersons  should  be  obtained  for  the  purpose,  they  are  of  opi>'*'r'| 

dollars  a  month  be  allowed  to  the  cUrka  m  the  armihirv'a  offit*;  * 

to  the  first  clerks  in  the  offices  of 
and  the  marine  board  ;  and  that 
clerks  in  the  said  offices : 

That  Belcher  P.  Smith  and  Jol 
receive  tlie  pay  of  75  dollars  fron 

Jttsotved,  That  Congress  agref 

The  committee  on  the  treasury 

Jiesolved,  That  two  millions  o 
the  board  of  treasurr,  and  on  the 

That  the  bills  shall,  eicepting 
as  the  emission  directed  on  the  1 
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last  number  of  each  respective  denomination  of  that  emission  progressively, 
and  consist  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


30J68  of  S  doUaneach,  92,034 

30,768  of  4        do  123,0r2 

30^768  of  5        do  153,840 

30,768  of  6         do  184,608 

30,7168  of  7        do  215,376 


30,770  of   8  doUmeach,  246,160 

30,770  of    2        do  61,540 

30,770  of  30        do  923,100 


I 


2,000,000 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  and  of  the  inspectors 
of  the  press,  signers,  and  printers  of  the  emission  directed  on  the  10th  of 
May  last,  shall  extend  to  the  said  two  millions  now  to  be  emitted,  subject, 
however,  to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  the  board  of  treasury  may 
j  udee  expedient. 

Orderedt  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse^ 
pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  50,000  dollars,  to  be  by 
tiim  transmitted  to  Hugh  Hughes,  deputy  quarter-master  general  at  Fish- 
Kill,  for  the  use  of  the  quarter-master  general's  department;  major-general 
Mifflin,  late  quarter-master  general,  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  William  Palfrey,  esq. 
ay-master  general,  for  149,501  30-90  dollars,  fot  the  use  of  his  department ; 
e  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  South- 
Carolina,  for  20,!246  dollars,  advanced  upon  the  application  ofthe  hon.  Henry 
Xdiurens,  to  discharge  two  bills  drawn  by  his  excellency  John  RuUedge,  pre- 
sident of  South-Carolina;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commis»oner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  atate  of  Connecticut,  for  75,000  dollars,  in  favor 
ot  Jeremiah  Wads  worth,  deputy  quarter-master  general,  for  the  use  of  the 
quarter-master  general's  department;  major-general  Mifflin,  late  quarter- 
master general,  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  the 
state  of  Maryland,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  to  his  excellency 
the  eovemor  and  executive  council  of  the  said  state,  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing  die  bounty  of  troops  to  be  raised  in  that  state  for  continental  service,  and 
for  paying  the  premiums  for  tailing  up  deserters  from  the  army;  the  said 
goiernor  and  council  to  be  accountable. 

Ulie  committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  received  by  the 
committee  of  commerce,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  Monday  next 

Besolvedf  That  the  marine  committee  be  instructed  and  directed,  to  revise 
the  commission  and  instructions  heretofore  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  com- 
manders of  privateers  and  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals,  and  the  resolu- 
tions heretolore  passed,  relative  to  captures  by  sea,  and  report  such  a  form 
of  a  commission,  and  such  instructions,  as  they  juge  proper  a^d  suitable  to 
our  present  circumstances. 

A  letter,  of  February  the  27th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  an  extract  of  a 
letter  of  the  13 til  of  the  same  month,  from  gen.Futnam  at  West-Pointy 
were  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  March  6, 1778. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  gen.  Washington's  letter  of  February  the  2rth, 
as  relates  to  the  court-martial  on  the  ofiicers  in  the  northern  denartmentj 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr. 
James  Smith,  Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  Lovell : 

That  such  parts  ol  the  said  letter  as  relate  to  the  ISth  Virginia  regiment, 
and  the  ordenng  col.  Harrison's  regiment  of  artillery  to  camp,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 
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A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  James  Wilkinson,  was  read,  setting  forth,  thatite 
is  '<  informed  the  mark  of  distinction  conferred  on  him  has  occasioned  a  dis- 
satisfaction in  the  army ;"  that  ^*  to  obviate  any  embarrassment  which  maj 
result  fromlhis  disposition,  by  the  consequent  resignation  of  officers  of  me- 
rit, he  begs  leave  to  relinquish  his  brevet  of  brigadier,  wishing  to  bold  do 
commission  unless  he  can  wear  it  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  his  coon- 
try ;"  and  that  '<  this  conduct,  however  repugnant  to  fiashionable  ambitioo,lie 
finds  consistent  with  those  principles  on  which  he  early  drew  hia  sword  in 
the  present  contest :" 

Jmolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  tne  treasurer  in  favor  of  col.  William 
Buchanan,  commissary  general  of  purchases,  for  26,000  dollars,  for  the  qk 
of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  an- 
ditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  for  his  services  as  sesretarr  ib 
the  committee  for  foreign  affidrss  from  the  17th  of  April,  1777,  to  the  irtkof 
February  1778,  10  months,  at  70  dollars  per  month,  700  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  the  dd,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  was  read: 
'  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Leaming,  of  Cape-May,  New-Jersey,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  enclosing  a  plan  fortbe 
establishment  of  a  corps  of  engineers,  and  one,  of  the  19ui  oi  Febniarj» 
from  general  Heath,  at  Boston,  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Morris,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  prifateer 
Phcenix,  relative  to  a  Portuguese  vessel  captured  by  the  said  privateer,  was 
read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  choseo/ 
Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Elleiy,  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Forbes. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  March  7,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  I6th  of  Jauuarjrlast,  from  col.  W.  Cook,  of  the  12th  Pcan- 
sylvania  regiment,  was  read,  prayitig  for  leave  to  resign  his  commission: 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war  laid  before  Congress  the  following  instructions  to  colo- 
nel Nathaniel  Gist : 

"  Sir  :  You,  being  designated  by  his  excellency  gen.  Washington,  to  go 
with  a  talk  to  the  Indian  nations,  on  the  borders  of  Y ir^nia  and  the  Car^- 
Unas,  with  a  view  to  secure  them  in  the  interest  ofthese  states,  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  proceed  therewith,  and  to  eneage  in  the  semce 
of  these  states,  for  the  next  campaign,  any  number  of  Indians,  not  exceed- 
ing 200,  also  50  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  bordering  on  the  InduQ 
settlements,  to  serve  with  them,  under  officers  whom  they  shall  choose  witu 
your  approbation  ;  selecting  for  this  service,  as  far  as  possible,  such  men  as 
understand  the  Indian  languages :  but  besides  these,  you  are  to  engage  so 
many  interpreters  as  you  shall  judge  necessary,  not  exceeding;  one  to  eyerj 
50  Indians ;  these  interpreters  should  be  men  proper  to  go  with  the  Iduuds 
upon  any  military  services  in  which  they  shall  be  employed ;  and  engaged  on 
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the  best  terms  in  jour  power,  to  serve  as  long  as  the  Indians  remain  in  ser- 
yice.  As  an  encouragement  to  the  inhabitants  to  iniist,  and  to  enable  them 
to  equip  fhemselves  for  the  campaign,  you  are  to  eive  each  non-commission«> 
ed  officer  and  soldier^  a  bounty  of  20  dollars:  wey  are  to  be  inlisted  to 
serve  for  six  months  after  their  arrival  in  camp ;  and  durine  their  time  of 
service,  which  is  to  commence  five  days  before  their  march  Kom  home,  the 
officers  and  soldiers  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  officers  of  the 
like  ranks  and  soldiers  iu  the  continental  army.  And  you  are  authorized 
to  engage  the  Indians,  who  shall  enter  into  the  service  of  these  states,  a  pro- 
per supply  of  provisions,  and  such  allowances,  in  goods  and  necessaries,  as 
shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  states  to  furnish,  and  their  bravery  and  services 
shall  merit. 

**  To  enable  you  to  conduct  this  business  with  more  despatch  and  advan- 
ta^,  and  in  order  to  supply  the  Indians  and  others  whom  you  shall  engage* 
with  provisions  and  other  necessaries,  you  are  to  get  an  assistant  on  the 
best  terms  you  can.  That  you  may  accomplish  this  business  with  the  greater 
ease  and  certainty,  the  agents  from  the  different  states,  residing  in  Sie  In- 
dian countries  for  the  managing  of  Indian  affiiirs,  are  desired  and  directed 
to  give  you  all  possible  assistance. 

^  In  order  to  fulfil  your  promises  to,  and  satisfy  the  reasonable  expecta« 
lions  of  the  17  Indians  employed  last  summer  on  the  easttm-shore  of  Ma- 
ryland, you  are  hereby  empowered  to  purchase  and  deliver  to  each  of  them« 
such  articles  of  clothing,  &c.  r*^  you  shall  judge  indispensably  necessary. 

"  Tou  will  receive  herewith  ;.000  dollars,  for  defrayin^j  the  expenses  which 
you  shall  necessarily  incur  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business  above  commit- 
ted to  you.  You  are  to  keep  an  account  of  your  expenditures  of  money,  and 
as  far  as  may  be,  get  proper  vouchers  for  the  same.'^ 
Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  instructions. 
The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  the  several 
states,  for  setting  apart  a  day  of  tasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer,  brought  in 
the  same ;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

WHEREAS,  Almighty  God,  in  the  righteous  dispensation  of  his  provi- 
dence^hath  permitted  the  continuation  of  a  cruel  ana  desolating  war  m  our 
land ;  and  it  being  at  all  tipies  the  duty  of  a  people  to  acknowledge  Ood  in 
all  his  ways,  and  more  especially  to  humble  themselves  before  nim  when 
evident  tOKens  of  his  displeasure  are  manifested ;  to  acknowledge  his  right- 
eous government ;  confess,  and  forsake  their  evil  ways ;  and  implore  his 
mercy: 

Solved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  United  States  of  America  to  set 
apart  Wednesday,  the  22d  day  of  April  next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer ;  that  at  one  time,  and  with  one  voice,  the 
inhabitants  may  acknowfed^  the  righteous  dispensations  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, and  confess  their  iniquities  and  transgressions,  for  which  the  land 
moumeth ;  that  the}r  may  implore  the  mercy  and  foreiveness  of  Ood ;  and 
beseech  him  that  vice,  propnaneness,  extortion,  and  every  evil,  may  be 
done  away ;  and  that  we  may  be  a  reformed  and  happy  people;  that 
tiieymay  ui^ite  in  humble  and  earnest  supplication,  that  it  may  please  Al- 
jnighty  God,  to  ^ard  and  defend  us  against  our  enemies,  and  give  vigor  and 
success  to  our  military  operations  by  sea  and  land ;  that  it  may  please  him 
to  bless  the  rulers  and  people,  strengthen  and  perpetuate  our  union,  and,  in 
his  own  good  time,  establish  us  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our  rights  and 
liberties ;  that  it  may  please  him  to  oless  our  schools  and  seminaries  of 
learning,  and  make  them  nurseries  of  true  piety,  virtue  and  useful  know- 
ledge ;  that  it  may  please  him  to  cause  the  earth  to  yield  its  increase,  and 
to  crown  the  year  with  his  goodness. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  to  abstain, 
OQ  that  day,  from  labour  and  recreations* 
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Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commander  of  &dnvtiai 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  suspend  or  limit  the  (vwervgriB^ 
furloughs  or  leave  of  absence*  and  to  reserve  it  wholly  to  Dioself^viBi 
it  to  such  officer  or  officers,  under  him,  as  he  thinks  fit,  accordlii|  nk  m 
judge  the  eood  of  the  service  requires ;  and  that  no  officer,  uDderdrtr 
pretence  oT  authoritj,  to  him  granted^  by  the  2d  article  of  the  Aftc^ 
or  any  other  article,  in  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  presume  toptof 
furlough,  or  leave  of  absence,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  cowbi 
chief,  or  commandec  of  a  department,  on  pain  of  being  pumsbed  iiUe- 
dience. 

The  medical  committee  report,  *'  that  they  have  carefullj  exuMil 
considered  the  several  allegations  and  testimonies  for,  and  agiiDst,Di.^ 
liam  Rickroan,  deputy  director-general  in  tlie  southern  deputaeitik 
notwithstanding,  it  appears  the  North-Carolina  and  YirgiDi&tnifiSf 
culated  by  the  said  Dr.  Riclunan  at  Alexandria,  sulTered,  m  genenliei 
the  course  of  the  disease  than  is  usual,  and  that  a  number  S  imUk 
yet,  as  the  committee  are  convinced  that  it  was  impracticable  for  tbl^ 
to  obtain,  in  season,  a  variety  of  articles  for  tbeir  due  accomnoditt^* 
hospitals,  as  many  of  them  were  badly  clothed,  and  all  had,  iomef^j^ 
fore  the  operation,  undergone  a  long  and  fatiguing  march  it  asesi^ 
year  when  putrid  diseases  generally  prevail  most;  as  fromirepltfi^ 
It  appears  tnat  most  of  those  who  were  lost,  died  of  a  putrid  fereriii  * 
director  really  had  not  sufficient  assistance,  and  lastly,  ssonerfA^^ 
ants,  of  the  name  of  Parker,  who  was  employed  from  the  ^^^,^ 
case,  appears  to  have  greatly  abused  the  confidence  and  trust  nm^'^ 
by  thedbrector;  whence  a  great  part  of  the  evils  complabed  ol  1^ 
tients  may  have  arisen ;  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  Di*'^ 
ought  to  be  acquitted  of  the  charges  exhibited  against  him ;  ^tttt^ 
tion  of  the  20th  day  of  December  last,  for  his  suspensioo,  be  i^P^ 
that  Dr,  Rickman  be  directed  to  repair  immediately  to  hisdeput^^ 
resume  the  exercise  of  his  duty  there :" 

Besolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  IVherevpflB* 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  3ie  treasurer  in  favor  of  Dr*^ 
Rickman,  for  140  dollars,  in  discharge  of  gov.  Caswell's  drandtttt^ 
surer,  dated  North-Carolinia,  June  the  11th,  XTTT,  in  favor  olArAV 
&  Arell,  for  that  sum,  it  beins  for  the  hire  of  horses,  carriages,  v^ 
necessaries  furnished  to  col.  d'Erford  and  his  party  on  their  joK*?^ 
that  state  to  Philadelphia ;  the  said  col.  d'Erford  to  be  accoaD^_ 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  pr^^  J^ 
Laurens,  esq.  for  2147  60-90  dollars,  being  the  balance  of  his  *^r^ 
ney  advanced  to  a  number  of  expresses,  and  a  further  sum  ^^f^ 
advanced  for  the  pay  of  expresses  and  other  contingent  expenses  ;k^ 
sum  he  is  to  be  accountable.  ^ 

The  board  of  treasury  report,  "  that  they  have  considered  the  ^ 
of  Thomas  Learning  referred  to  them,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  tbefl^ 


States,  or  lost  in  consequence  of  the  seizure,  and  the  sum  &at 
be  allowed  for  the  same ;  and  that  E.  Blaine,  es^.  deputy-comn^i 
eral  of  purchases,  be  directed  to  pay  Mr.  Learning  tne  ^^^^^^^  Via 
salt,  upon  his  producing  a  certificate  from  the  govempr  and  coobcu  ^ 
taid,  specifying  the  sum  to  be  paid  :" 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee.    ^ 
The  president  laid  before  Congress  sundry  bills  of  exchange dn*>^ 
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late  William  Kennon,  on  John  Hancock,  esq.  president  of  Congress,  and 
moved  that  an  order  pass  for  the  payment  of  the  same : 

Mesolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Wednesday 
next,  and  that  the  board  of  treasury  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  March   9,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  the  council  of  Pennsylyania,  was  read  : 

Orderedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter;  of  Febrnary  20th,  from  brigadier  ParsoQS,  at  West-Point,  with 
the  proceedlnffs  of  a  court*martial  on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Doyle,  was  read : 

Ordendt  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr;  Lee,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  James  Smith. 

A  letter  of  February  4th,  from  the  board  of  war,  at  Boston,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  gov.  Johnson's  letter. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  pay-master  of  the 
northern  department,  with  an  estimate  of  cash  wanted  for  that  department, 
was  read  :  . 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  February  24th,  from  colonel  W.  Aylett,  and  one,  of  February 
S8th,  from  colonel  Champion,  both  directed  to  W.  Buchanan,  esq.  commis- 
sary-^neral  of  purchases,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read: 

iMered,  That  the  letter  from  colonel  Aylett  be  refen*ed  to  the  board  of 
treasury ;  and  that  the  letter  from  colonel  Champion  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  James  Smith  and 
]Vf  r.  Harvie. 

A  letter,  from  John  Lawrence,esq.  judge-advocate  general,  dated  camp 
at  White-Marsh,  November  18th,  1777,  and  directed  to  James  Duane,  esq. 
was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read :     . 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Paul  Turquand,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  li>e  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Four  o'clook,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse, 
nay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  30,603  dollars,  to  be  by 
him  transmitted  to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of 
Virginia,  to  reimburse  them  that  sum  advanced  to  Alexander  Rose,  esq. 
agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  board  of  treasury,  by  a  lettei^  of  the  24th  of 
January  last ;  the  said  governor  and  council  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  lieutenant  Thomas 
Hant,  for  4423  3-90  dollars,  it  being  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  W. 
Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  general,  dated  camp,  4th  instant,  on  the  president 
of  Congress,  for  that  sum,  in  favor  of  captain  Peter  Dolliver,  for  me  use  of 
colonel  Jackson's  regiment ;  the  said  pay-master  general  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Ananias  Hudson,  for 
B25  dollars,  in  discharge  of  John  Ashe's  three  drauehts  on  the  treasurer,  dated 
North-Carolina,  the  10th  of  May  last;  one  in  mvor  of  captain  Benjamin 
Stedman,  for  250  dollars,  one  in  favor  of  ensien  John  Williams,  for  250 
dollars,  and  the  other  in  favor  of  Jahleel  Smith,  tor  125  dollars;  the  state  of 
North -Carolina  to  be  accountable. 

The  commissioners  of  claims  report,  that  there  is  due  to  John  Benezet, 
1356  dollars,  tor  his  salary  as  a  commissioner  of  accounts  to  ihe  8th  instant, 
included; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 
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A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  Matthew  Irwin,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasarj. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  captain  W.  Nicholas,  wasread,  prtyiBrfivkR 
to  resign  his  commission;  also  a  letter  of  the  9tfa,  from  cdond  Hirtkf. 
respecting  the  filling  up  his  regiment,  and  one  from  Dr.  Ammilikiiv 
Cutter  to  Mr«  Frost,  praying  for  leave  to  resign,  were  reid: 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Cutter  have  leave  to  resign ;  that  the  lett£ri«<^ 
Nichols  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ;  and  the  letter  from  cMBst- 
iej  to  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  foreisn  aifiurs  be  directed  iii^> 
reasonable  allowance  to  baron  de  Holtzendorf  for  his  expenieatolaK^ 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  firom  cdoDdQii|>^ 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  connderation  thereof  be  postponed. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  coBBiti»«^ 
system  of  the  commissary,  and  some  progress  being  made  theran, 
Resolved,  That  the  fiirther  consideration  thereof  be  pos^MKiedtilltHtf' 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Mirch  10,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  John  Benezet,  was  read,  pnyiBgh^* 
resign  his  office  of  commissioner  of  claims : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.  , 

A  letter  of  the  7th,  from  the  executive  council  of  PennsylTi]ui,nf^ 
representing  that  *'  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsjl^'" 
circumstanced  as  to  admit  the  return  of  the  prisotiers  sent  from  Ait^ 
to  Virginia,  without  danger  to  the  common wealdi,  or  to  the  coflutf^f 
America ;  that  the  dangerous  example  which  their  longer  contiiitf^* 
nishment  may  afford  on  future  occa^ons,  has  already  given  aB^,| 
some  good  fnends  to  the  independency  of  these  states,"  and  ^f^L 
Congress  have  no  other  reasons  for  continuing  them  in  Viigios^ 
council  are  acquainted  with,  that  such  orders  maybegiventsik^fv 
people  again  under  the  direction  and  authority  of  the  president  v^ 
of  tneir  state  f^  and  further  desiring  to  be  informed  whether  ^^^^ 
any  objection  to  the  hon.  John  Penn  and  Benjamin  Chew,  esqn*^ 
wise  again  returned,  under  the  authority  of  the  state :" 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  with  a  report  from  Wa^JJ: 
in^  some  officers  in  the  department  of  the  deputy  quarter-miitff '^ 
missary  at  Princeton,  was  read :  ^ 

Ordired,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  tf^ 
chosen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr.  Gerry.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  W.  Patterson,  esq.  attorney-jpicr«i»|^ 
of  New-Jersey,  was  read,  representing  that  the  duties  of  his  oft«^j 
accepting  the  appointment  which  Congress  have  been  pleased  tef^^ 
on  him:  J 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  «rtrtctrf?J 
Washington's  letter,  relative  to  the  trial  of  the  general  ofiScert  inj^JJ 
em  department,  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticondcn>p«B^^ 
Indenendence.  .  u 

A  letter,  of  the  54,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  and  "^^^''^^ 
gen.  Washington  toVol.  Baylor,  respecting  the  purchase  of  how*  *^ 
accoutrements,  in  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.  J 

A  representation  from  the  council  and  assembly  ofPcnnsjltw*^ 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  lomf^ 
sen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  have  power  tp  caU  for  papers. 
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Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

TTie  committee  on  the  treasury,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Ordtn^ed,  l*hat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  G.  Frost, 
for  800  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  state  of  New- Hampshire : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  fa?or  of  Benjamin  Mifflin,  for 
25,000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  to  Matthew  Irwin,  agent  for  Joseph  Trum- 
bull, esq.  late  commissary-general,  for  the  payment  of  arrears ;  and  for  which 
the  said  Joseph  Trumbull  is  to  be  accountable  : 

Tliat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  fa?or  of  William  Buchanan,  esq. 
commissary -general  of  purchases,  for  the  sum  of  26,000  dollars,  for  the  use 
of  his  department,  and  lor  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of 
New- Jersey,  on  the  application  ot  the  marine  committee,  in  favor  of  the  na- 
yj  board  in  the  middle  district,  for  11,000  dollars ;  to  be  charged  to  the  ma- 
rine committee. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  the  following  persons,  to  be  paid  to  Peter  Schultz^  the 
sum  of  548  85-90  dollara,  for  transporting  the  bag^a^  of  the  York  county 
militia,  under  the  command  of  col.  James  Smith,  in  July,  1776,  viz. 

To  Peter  Schultz,  for  27  days  and  ferriage,  109  37-90  dollars;  Francis 
Jones,  23  days,  92  dollars ;  Gotlieb  Reiser,  26  days,  104  dollars  ;  Michael 
Yesel,  27  days  and  ferriage,  110  27-90  dollars ;  Philip  Winder  Meyer,  10 
days  and  ferriage,  41  21-90  dollars;  Barnabas  Hostapple,  23  days,  92  dol- 
lars ;  making  in  all  548  85-90  dollars : 

To  colonel  Nathaniel  Gist,  290  47-90  dollars,  a  balance  of  his  contingent 
account,  which  accrued  on  an  embassy  to  the  Cherokee  Indians,  by  order  of 
gen.  Washinficton : 

To  Martin  Brenise,  for  the  amount  of  his  account  for  attendance  on  Con- 

Sress,  from  the  1st  of  December,  1777,  to  the  Ist  of  March,  1778,  at  one- 
lird  of  a  dollar  per  day,  and  for  ringing  the  bell,  &c.  two-thirds  of  a  dollar 
per  day,  153  30-90  dollars  : 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  one  month's  pay,  end- 
ing this  day,  and  for  35  rations,  52  22-90  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  system  of  the  com- 
missary's department,  and,  after  'debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  paragraph  be  re-committed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'cIock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  11,  1778. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  enclosing  one  of  the  6th,  from  gov.  John- 
80D»  of  Maryland,  and  other  papers,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  letter  from  the  board  of  war  as  relates  to 
money,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury : 

T*hat  the  letter  from  gov.  Johnson  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  re- 
presentation from  the  council  and  assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  gov.  Livingston,  en- 
closing (lis  report  respecting  the  removal  of  several  officers  employed  in  the 
quarter-master's  department  at  Princeton,  in  New- Jersey,  pursuant  to  the 
recommendation  of  Congress,  ofthe  9th  of  February  last,  brought  in  a  report^ 
which  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  highly  approve  the  proceedings  of  gov.  Living- 
ston, in  removing  the  persons  mentioned  in  his  report  of  the  5th  instant,  and 
that  the  president  transmit  to  him  the  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  ready  com- 

Vot.  U.  60 
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pliauce  with  their  wishes,  in  andertakipg  a  work  so  nece«arj  totbeisteiA 
of  these  United  States,  and  for  tlie  assurance  he  gives  ofyitttiB|,ii«oiE 
p^sftiMe.  the  several  parts  of  that  state,  more  fullj  to  carry  intoeucntiNit 
aforesaid  resolution : 

Besolvedf  That  whatever  expense  maybe  incurred  by  the  cxecili»!» 
thoritj  of  anj  state  in  executing  the  resolution  of  CongreK  of  tbelli0ff^ 
bruarv  last,  authorizing  the  executive  powers  of  everj  state  to  w^^ 
misbenavior,  or  remove  as  supernumerary,  anjr  officers  of  the  stAttaj 
civil  officers,  &c.  shall  be  duly  paid  upon  the  accounts  being  laidkbtie 
board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereom 

Ordered,  lliat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  40,000  dollin.afi'^ 
of  the  president  and  council  of  Pennsylvaniai  20,000  of  which  tebeif|&' 
towann  the  recruiting  service,  and  tlte  remainder  to  pay  oflrtheiBitii;^ 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  ef  col.  Bajlor,  of  At?^ 
dragoons,  for  50,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  employed  in  the  purchase sfirt 
arms^  and  accoutrements,  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  United  State 

That  another  warrant  issue  in  his  favor  on  William  Arroisteiia^ 
missioner  of  the  loan -office  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  35,000  ^" 
tlie  same  purpose : 

That  another  warrant  issue  in  his  favor  on  James  Green,  jviucotfi^ 
of  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for  15,000  doHuij^ 
employed  in  the  same  manner ;  for  all  which  sums,  aroountiogti^ 
dollars,  col.  Baylor  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  William  BwAo*'^ 
commissary -general,  for  200,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  transaiitt^*'^ 
Henry  Champion,  for  the  purchase  of  live  stock  in  the  eastern  ^¥^[ 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer,  in  favor  of  Joseph  S^!^ 
master  to  the  board  of  war  atid  ordnance,  for  50,000  dollars,  to  bti!^ 
transmitted  to  Isaax:  Forster,  deputy  director  general  of  the  miKttn"^ 
in  the  eastern  department,  at  Danbury,  in  Connecticut,  for  vhic^^ 
said  deputy  director-general  is  to' be  accountable :  . 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Joseph  Borden,  esq.  commissioocr  rf^^ 
office  in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favor  dd^^ 
Bird,  on  the  application  of  gen.  Mifflin,  late  quarter-master  geoerA  "^ 
to  be  accountable  for  the  same.  ^ 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  relative  to  ^r\, 
of  provisions  for  the  army,  having  brought  in  a  report,  the  s*"f^^ 
into  consideration,  and,  after  debate,  the  farther  consideratiofi  tl^* 
poned  to  the  afternoon. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  col.  Ciamf^^^ 
Whereupon,  ^1 

Besolvedj  That  a  copy  of  col.  Champion's  letter  of  Februirt**^ 
col.  Buchanan,  be  referred  to  tlie  legislature  of  the  state  of  Cobimh^ 
that  it  be  submitted  to  their  wisdbm  to  devise  a  remedy  for  ^^!S 
plained  of  or  feared,  in  such  a  way,  and  by  such  means,  as  tbej  siu^" 
most  for  the  public  interest*  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roberdeaa  be  excused  from  attending  *^^\j 
treasury,  and  that  Mr.  Jonathan  B.  Smith  t>e  appointed  a  meatief' 
board  in  his  stead. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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'    ~  THURSDAY,  JIfarcfc  J  2,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  Febniarj  the  Idth,  from  Messrs.  R.  T.  Paine.  O.  Ellsworth, 
and  H.  MarchtDt;  one,  of  February  the  2Qth,  from  Eleazer  Wales ;  one,  of 
the  2d  instant,  from  Joae^  Trmnbull,  and  one  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jui). 
wiA  a  letter  enclosed  from  N*  Appleton,  were  read : 

Ordewtd,  That  the  letter  from  Joiiatlian  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  with  that  en- 
elosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  a^nd  his  deputies, 
respecting  the  supply  of  provisions  and  the  returns,  &c.  the  members  cho- 
aea,  Mr*  Clark,  Mr.  Harvie,  and  Mv<  Forbes, 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  readj  Whereupon, 

MwAmdj  That  captain  William  Nichols's  resignation  be  accepted. 

Btaeivtd,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  m  the  affairs  of  Roderique 
Hortales  &  Co.  be  re-committed« 

The  committee  of  commerce  brought  io  A  report : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  that 
to-tnorrow  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  committee  to  consider  it. 

XeMolyedf  That  a  letter  be  addressed  by  the  president  to  the  respective 
states,  informing  them,  that  the  multiplicity  aod  importance  pf  the  business 
of  Congress,  during  the  war,  will  require  the  constant  attention  of  at  least 
three  members  from  each  state ;  that,  from  the  want  thereof,  the  health  of 
members  has-been  frequently  impaired,  and  the  public  business  greatly 
obstructed  ;  and  that  Congress  request  their  immediate  attention  to  this  as 
a  matter  of  great  moment. 

The  marine  committee  laid  before  Congress  a  copy  of  a  proposed  letter 
to  capt.  Barry,  among  other  things  empowering  him  to  purchase,  for  the  use 
of  the  continent,  and  to  fit  out  a  vessel  which  he  has  lately  taken  in  Dela- 
ware-Bay : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  of  the  purchase  beinf;  made,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  marine  committee  to  give  such  directions  as  they  judge 
l>roper  respecting  the  naming,  officering,  and  manning  the  said  vessel  when 
purchased,  and  the  manner  in  which  she  is^to  be  emp^yed. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Wliereupon,       ^    . 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  col.  William 
Buchanan,  commissarv-general  of  purchases,  for  150,000  dollars,  for  the  use 
of  his  department  in  the  middle  district;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Four  q'olook,  P.  M* 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  George  Read,  esq.  pre|idei|t  of  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware, and  one,  of  the  9th,  from  Ceesar  Rodney,  both  directed  to  Mr.  M'Keao, 
the  delegate  from  that  state,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  boara  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  February  the  1 9th,  from  Mr.  Colt  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  systeoi  of  the 
commissary  of  purchases,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to*-marro|r. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  March  13,  1778. 

A  letter,  from  col.  Russel,  of  the  ISth  Vimpia  regiment,  wa^read  ir 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  o?  war. 
A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Westmoreland,  was  read  : 
oAUred,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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The  committee  on  the  treasnrj'  brouEht  in  a  report  ;  Whenim, 

Orderfd,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  S5,O0D  wtan,  kk 
paid  to  Peter  Ozeas,  for  the  nae  of  the  barrack-muler  ^cbci^  ui  k 
which  sum  the  said  barrack -master  general  is  t«  be  Kcconntablc: 

That  B  warrant  issue  on  Thoroaa  Smith,  esq.  coaraiMioncroftltln' 
office,  in  the  st&te  ofPenus^lvania,  infavorof  William BKhaiaa,^i»- 
miBsary  of  purchases,  for  £00,000  dollar* ;  and  Cbt  which  tbe  said  ^hm- 
ly-eeneral  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  th^  trial  and  condeamttiaAlt- 
mas  Dojie,  a  soldier  of  col.  8.  B.  Webb's  battalion, for  deserttif  tib<» 
mj,  in  whose  service  he  was  made  prnmier  ;  and  the  letter  ftwh^ 
S.  Parsons,  desiring  to  be  informed  whether  deserters  from  t^taniv 
permitted  to  inlist  in  the  service  of  these  United  States,  and  «lieAtr,a« 
such  are  inlisted,a  deserter  of  that  character  can  be  l^^lycaadwarJa 
executed  fur  desertion,  report  as  their  opinion,  "thatat(floaghithttkH>^ 
commended  to  the  officers  of  the  arm;  of  these  states  to  refraia  bn  sir 
ing  deserters  from  the  enemr,  jet  such  being  inlisted  end  receaiisgl^ 
and  pa;,  are  in  all  respects  subject  to  the  articles  of  war,  and  tiiUc»» 
fer  death  for  desertion;  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  goTeraBciK'' 
troops  raised  or  to  be  raised  and  kept  in  paj  bj  and  at  the  expoit'^ 
United  Slates  of  America,  making  no  distinction  between  the  iMit^ 
of  these  states  and  deserters  from  the  enemy  taken  into  the  sertict:' 

JifuAvtd,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committae. 

ConEfess  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  ca*aitef 
pointed  to  revise  the  s^Kteni  of  the  commissary's  department :  Wkn^ 

Begidved,  That  a  commissary -general  of  pnrchases  be  appMHl*'^ 
fullpowers  ta  depute  or  remove  any  (^cer  of  his  department: 

That  each  assistant  purchasing  commissary  shall  receive  the  filM*' 
lowances  for  purchasing  provisions  and  other  articles,  viz. 

Flour  or  meal,  percwt.  6-90thsofadollar;  hard  bread,  per  ertH* 
ofa  dollar  ;  fresh  pork,  per  cwt  18-90ths  of  a  dollar;  salt  petiikeA 
percwt.  34-90tha  ofa  dollar ;  fresh  beef,  hide,  and  Ullow.per  c«t*>-V 
ofa  dollar;  salt  beef  in  barrels,  per  cwt.  24'90ths  of  a  dollar;  ■>>.  if 
bushel,  6-90ths  of  a  dollar;  molasses,  per  gallon,  S-dOthsoTadoBwi  "^ 
India  mm,  per  gallon;  3-90ths  ofadollar;  American  niia  or  wki^T 

?;atlon,  3-90ths  of  a  dollar ;  rice,  per  cwt.  fr-Wtiis  ofa  dollar ;  Bcakv* 
or  packing  beef,  pork,  or  fish,  each,  4-90ths  of  a  dollar ;  bread  •**  ?' 
lining  hoops,  each,  S-90ths  ofa  dollar  ;  vinegar  per  barrel,  3-90d»^>* 
lar;  turnips  and  potatoes,  per  bushel,  4-90Uis  ofa  dollar;  beau^^ 
per  bushel,  6-90ths  of  a  dollar;  pickled  ^ad,  per  barrel.  IZ-9^ 
dollar;  onions,  per  bushel,  9-90ths  i^a  dollar  : 

That  each  assistant  purchasing  commissary  shall  be  allowed  taf?^ 
on  the  sum  which  he  shall  save  by  purchasing  good  provisions  at  taa^ 
than  such  as  are  fiied  in  the  respecti"  ■•■•-■  • 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  d 
to  superintend  the  assistant  pnrchasf 
his  department  ii  properly  conduct 
are  seasonably  procured  in  his  disti 
an  allowance  equal  to  l-5th  part  of  t 
ants  as  aforesaid. 

While  this  resolution  was  under  t 
allowance  to  the  deputy  commissary-j 

JV'ev- Banff  Idr^  Mr.  Froil,  ne  ^ne 

MoHit'iiu-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  ay  >■• 

Bh,dg-Um.l,      Mr.  EUerj-,  i»  ^ 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGSBSS,  1778. 


477 


oy 


(kv. 


VirgmUii 


^.'CaroUnOt 
8,-Car9&na, 


Lee, 
Harvie, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Lauiena^ 


fto 


no 


n9 


fly  }-«y 


JPentu!fhani4t,     Mr.  Roberdeaut 

J.  B.  Smith 

Jas.  Smith, 

Clinjg;an, 
J^aryUmd,  Mr.  Forbes, 

Henry 

So  it  passed  in  the  negatiYe. 

The  question  being  put  on  l-5th,  reaoWed  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question  put  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required. 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 
JV,'CaroUna, 
S*'CaroHna, 


Mr.  Fotbes, 
Henry, 

Mr.  F.ULee, 
Harvie, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 

Bfr.  Laurens, 


ay 


fly  >oy 


^.-Kampthire,  Mr.  Frost, 
JUbtM^ttt-B^y,  Mr.  Oercyv 
Rhadt'IiUaid,    Mr.  EUery,     ' 
Cofifaectfciily      Mr.  Dyer, 

Wolcott, 
JSTew-Jeneyt      Mr.  Clark, 

Scudder, 
Pennnfhania,  Mr.  Roberdean, 

/.  B.  Smith, 

James  Smith, 

Clingan, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 

iSeso^vec^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissary  general  of  purcha- 
ses to  superintend  all  the  officers  of  his  department ;  to  give  the  necessary 
orders  to  the  deputy-commissarie3  general,  and  see  that  the  business  in 
each  department  is  properly  executed,  and  that  full  supplies  of  provisions 
for  the  anny  are  seasonably  procured ;  and  that  he  shall  be  entitled  to  an 
allowance  equal  to  one-third  part  of  the  whole  allowance  made  to  his  depu- 
ty-commissaries general  as  aforesaid : 

That  the  allowances  herein  provided  for  the  commissai'y  and  deputy  com- 
missaries general,  and  assistant  commissaries,  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  other 
rewards  for  their  respective  services  and  expenses,  including  the  pay  of 
their  clerks  in  purchasing  provisions  : 

That  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  visit  the  armies  and  posts,  and 
that  he  be  subject  to  tne  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief;  and  that  he  be 
excused  from  residing  at  the  plaice  where  Congress  sits,  he  keeping  a  clerk 
and  office  there,  to  which  all  returns^  shall  be  made,  and  whioh  shall  be  un- 
der the  inspection  and  direction  of  the.  board  of  war : 

That  the  commissary  general,  deputy -commissaries  general,  and  assistant 
commissaries  of  purchases,  govern  themselves  in  all  other  respects  by  the 
regulations  for  the  commissary's  system  passed  in  Congress,  the  10th  day 
of  June  last,  and  the  subsequent  resqlutions  of  the  4th  day  of  October  last, 
except  such  parts  thereof  as  arc  altered  by  these  regulations. 

Re$olvtd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  tak- 
ing bonds  with  sufficient  sureties  from  4)fficers  entrusted  by  the  United 
States  with  public  monies :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Henry 
and  Mr.  Burke. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedf  That  col.  Harrison's  reriment  of  artillery  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by ordered  from  Virginia,  to  join  the  grand  army,  without  the  least  delay ; 
agreeably  to  general  Washington's  request : 

Resolved,  That  the  part  of  the  report,  which  relates  to  the  13th  Viqpnia 
regiment,  be  postponed. 

Besolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  empowered  to  order  col.  Hazen's  or 
any  other  regiment  from  the  northward,  if  he  judges  it  proper,  to  join  the 
main  army  as  soon  as  the  season  will  admit 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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SATURDAY,  Jiarck  14,  1778. 

The  committee  od  the  treasury  brought  in  i| report;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  isaue  oti  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  brigadier 
Scott,  for  2000  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  bj  William  Pufreji 
esq.  pav -master  general,  for  that  sum,  on  the  president  of  Congress,  dated 
General  Paj-Office,  the  6th  of  March,  in  favor  of  tiie  said  hngMifrfcMt, 
and  expressed  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States;  the  paj- 
naster  general  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  NourwipaT- 
master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  3000  dollars,  to  enable  the 
said  board  to  advance  that  sum  to  col.  Nathaniel  Gist,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
cruiting Indians ;  the  said  paj-maater  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Noorse,  paj- 
master  to  thetxiard  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  be  adraoced 
him  for  the  purpose  of  paying' contingent  expenses  and  other  demands  of  the 
board  of  war;  the  saia  pay- master  to  be  accountable : 

T3ie  commissioners  of  claims  report,  that  they  have  examined  theaccoants 
of  the  late  commissioners  of  claims,  and  find  that  they  have  received  from 
John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  the  sum  of  2520  dollars,  which  they  have 
paid  as  follows,  viz. 

To  sundry  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  different  regiments  of  the 
continental  army,  whose  times  were  expired,  and  who  were  taken  priaonera 
at  Fort  Washington,  as  per  receipts,  1435  85-90  dollars  ; 

To  sundry  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  different  regiments  of  the 
flying  campp  taken  at  Port  Washington,  962  59-90  dollars; 

To  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  continental  treasurer,  the  balance  for  which  he 
is  to  be  accountable,  121  36-90  dollars. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  reported  on  the  bills  of  exchange  dravabj 
the  late  col.  William  Kennon  on  John  Hancock,  esq.  president  of  Congress, 
a  motion  was  tliereupon  made,  ^ 

«« That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  pay  the  said  bills;'*  Where- 
upon, the  previous  question  vias  moved,  whether  that  question  $hailbe  now 
put»  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required. 


JWw-ifow^Aijr,  Mr  Frost, 
Mtuta'ttu-Jiatf,  Mr.  deny, 

Lovell, 
JRhode^lBlatul, 


JPentutfhama, 


S.-  Carotituif 


Mr.  Langivotthy,  fi*  r* 


Mr.  KUeiy, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Wolcott, 

Huntington, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Scudder, 
Mr.  Koberdeaii, 

J.B.Smith, 

Jas.  s»mith, 

Clingun, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved,  <'  that  the  said  report  be  re-committed,^'  and  the  ;eii 
and  nays  being  required. 


Maryltnid, 


Mr.  Forhes, 
Ifeniy, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Hurvie, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
Byrke, 

Mr.  Laiirens, 


J^ew-HtwipBhire,  Mr.  Frost,  no  }-  na 

JUdtta'atiB'Jfay,  Mr.  Gerry,  f^Vit 

Lovell,  5 

Shode-Jslanii,      Mr-  BUery,  ay  yay 

Cottnecticuti         Mr.  Dyer,  no  1 

Wolcott,  ayi  ay 

Huntington,   ay  \ 

JV««K/<?rttfy,        Mr.  Claik,  no  ^ 

Scudder,  no 


no 


Maryland. 
Virginia^ 


Mr.  Roberdeau,    •$.  ^ 
J.  B.  Smith,  ^\g^ 
James  SmitJ^     '  ^ 
Clingan. 

Mr.F«rbe8, 
Heray. 

Mr.  F.ULee, 
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Jsr.'dxroSnOf       Mr.  Penn,  "^         j  S.-C«r»tfn«,        Mr,  Laurens,         no  ^« 

Hfirnelt*  ^>oy    iG^rgio,  Mr.  Langworthy,  no  >jw 

Burkc^  fl^3         I 

So  it  wa6.r6salved  ii>  the  affirmative* 

Ordered,  That  the  UiilB  of  exchaQ|^e»  together  with  Mr.  President  Rutledge's 
letters  4}^  Aprils  1777*.  be  re  turn  eel  to  the  Rey.  Mr.  Paul  Turquand,  who  pre- 
sefited  Uiem  for  pajment,  and  abe  a  copjr  of  Mr.  Turquand'a  letter  to 
Cougress,  if  he  shall  desire  it. 

A  report  from  the  boanJ  of  war  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  4ltereof  be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  Joiin  Moore,  esq.  of  the  couutj  of  Albemarle,  in  Vii^nia, 
be  appointed  to  act  as  an  assistant-commissary  of  purchases  under  William 
Aylett,  esq.  deputy  commissary-general,  for  procuring  live  cattle  and  pork, 
for  the  use  of  the  army  under  general  Washington,  so  long  as  the  said  de« 
puty  commissary-general  may  tind  his  services  necessary,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  conform  to  tlie  rules  and  regulations  laid  down  in  the  commis- 
sary's system,  and  receive  the  same  allowance  on  his  purchases  as  is  thereby 
given  to  other -assistant  purchasers :  and  that  he  be  tiirnished,  firom  time  to 
time,  with  money  from  the  treasury  for  the  above  mentioned  purposeSt 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Mrack  16,  1778. 

Mr.  Banister,  a  dogate  from  Virginia*  attended  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th  and  8th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  with 
sandry  papers  enclosed,  viz.  a  letter,  of  February  14th,  from  general  Uowe; 
one,  of  the  23d,  containing  depositions  of  Thomas  Wileman,  of  the  17tli 
dragoons,  and  Serjeant  George  Thompson,  of  the  63d  regiment ;  a  declara- 
tion, signed  Thomas  Franklin,  agent  for  American  prisoners  in  Philadelphia* 
and  a  report  of  Mr.  Sanford,  and  one  of  the  2d  oi  March : 

Another  letter  of  the  12th,  from  general  Wasliineton,  with  copies  of  let- 
ters enclosed  titat  passed  between  him  and  general  Howe,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letters  and  papers  as  respect  the  set- 
tlement of  accounts  relative  to  prisoners  previous  to  a  general  exchange,  as 
directed  by  the  resolution  of  tne  £6th  oi  February,  be  referred  to  a^^om- 
Diittee  of  three :  the  members  chosen»  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Henry  and  Mr.  Hun- 
tington. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  I5th,  from  governor  Clinton,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  governor  Johnson's 
letter  of  the  6th. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th  of  February,  from  ^vemor  Caswell,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  one,  of  February  £rth, 
from  G.  Wythe,  were  read  : 

Orderedj  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  tlie 
latter  to  the  marine-committee 

A  letter,  of  February  15th,  from  gov.  Caswell  to  F.  L.  Lee,- esq.  was  read ; 

Ordered,  l^hat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  February  26th,  from  J.  Tazewell,  continental  agent  in  tlie  state 
of  Virginia,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  res^  his  office  ; 

Resolced,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  John  Carter,  esq.  be 
appointed  in  his  stead. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  E.  Boudioot,  esq.  commissary-general  of  pri- 
•ooers,  with  three  papers  enclosed,  directed  to  the  bo^Fd  of  war,  was  laid 
before  Congress  and  read  : 

Ordered,  ITiatso  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  aioDey  matters,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  the  remainder  to  the  boaid  of  war. 
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Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  Uie  treuarj  bnnigiit  in  a  report ;  Wbcmpa, 

Ordered,  That  a  warraot  iuae  on  the  treasorer  in  finn-of  Con^b 
nett,  esq.  for  the  Dse  of  Francis  Brice,  for  SJOOdollanindiMliH^tfMi 
Ashe's  two  dran^U  (HI  the  treasurer,  dated  the  27tiior  Mink,in:,it 
Tor  of  the  «aid  Brice,  on«  for  1000  dollars,  and  tbe  olber  for  liBiiri 
both  expreued  to  be  for  the  uie  of  the  United  States;  the  statt^M- 
Carolina  to  be  acconnUble : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  lient.  WilEahi. 
for  20,000  dollant,  to  be  b;  him  conveyed  to  the  hon.  Oeei^  KMH* 
of  the  sUte  of  Delaware,  advanced  to,  and  for  which  ^t  MMc  am 
countable. 

A  letter,  of  the  THh,  from  William  Ptifnj,  esq.  pcjr-inuterpsri' 
lected  to  the  board  of  treasurj,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  rttumed  to  the  board. 

Jtaolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  tkc*^ 
of  committeea  at  New-Haven,  in  the  room  of  Hr.  WitbenpNii'^ 
M'Kean,  who  are  absent:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  fianistauJft'* 
tincton. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  thebairdi'*' ' 
tHe  13th,  relative  to  the  I3th  Vii^nia  regiment,  and,  after  dAiK 

Snolved,  Thai  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Bemlved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  deliver  to  tte  «'('''' 
president  anct  council  of  Pecnsj'lvBnia,  the  prisoneni  sent  froafll** 
Virginia. 

Heaolved,  That  the  application,  "  that  the  hon.  John  Pena  u"!^ 
Chew,  may  be  delivered  over  to  the  wder  of  the  state  of  PeoBajtK^  | 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  wbo  are  directed  to  correspM^**' 
•ud  state  and  report  to  Congress :  the  members  chosen,  Hr.  QA* 
James  Smilii,  and  Mr.  Henry.  I 

Whereas,  Congress  have  not  received  information  of  the  msiio* 
tlie  several  states  have,  from  tune  to  time,  adopted,  in  conseqiw'*" 
recommendations;  and,  whereas,  such  information,  together  nth  tkj^ 
currence  of  the  respective  lesnslatures  in  vigorously  execatiig  i"** 
tions  of  Congress,  is  esBentially  necessary  to  enable  thna  ts  tnW' 
important  concerns  of  tlie  United  States  : 

Hetolved,  That  the  governors  and  presidents  of  the  said  staW"* 
estly  requested  to  transmit  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  possible,  itit0^ 
of  the  acts  passed  by  their  respective  legislatures,  in  pursnaan^ 
Riendations  of  Congress,  whiclt  they  may  have  received  since  ^  "^ 
November  Inst ;  and  of  all  acts  which  they  may  herea^er  psN,'" 
qnence  of  future  recommendations. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  tetters  reeffl^'I, 
committee  of  commerce,  relative  to  the  claiou  of  Roderiqae  HuVlo' 
brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole ;  k'  "' 
morrow  Congress  resolve  itself  ii 

Congress  took  into  conuderat 
14th:  Whereupon, 

Xaoloed,  That  one  fiill  compi 
moreland,  on  the  east  tmnch 
said  town  and  the  settlements 
thereof,  against  the  Indians  and  o 
pany  to  be  inlisted  to  serve  one  y 
aoouer  discharged  by  Congress  : 

rhat  officers  be  commissioned 
who  ^udl  be  inlisted : 
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That  the  same  pay  and  rations  be  allowed  the  company  as  to  officers  of 
the  like  ranks  and  soldiers  in  the  continental  army : 

That  the  commissarj^general  of  purchases  contract  with  a  soitaUe  person 
to  supply  the  company  with  proTisions : 

That  the  company  find  tneir  own  arms,  accontrements,  clothes^  and 
blankets : 

That  the  colonel,  and,  in  his  absence,  the  next  commanding  field  officer  of 
the  militia,  at  the  said  town  of  Westmoreland,  be  desired  and  empowered 
to  superintend  the  said  company,  give  orders  relative  to  the  station  or  sta- 
tions it  shall  take  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  or  other  proper  military 
services,  and  to  see  that  the  officers  and  men  faithfully  perform  their  duty, 
and  on  failure  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  March  17,  1778. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  gen.  Washington's  let- 
ters, relative  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  brought  in  a  report : 

i?eso(t7e<l,That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  - 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  &e  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Milli- 
gan,  esq.  commissioner  of  claims  at  the  treasury,  for  1279  dollars,  in  full  of 
his  salary  to  this  day  inclusive. 

Acconling  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  report  on  the  claims  of  Roderique  Hortales 
&  Co.  and  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Har- 
vie  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  matter  to 
them  referreri,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again  : 

Reaolved,  That  this  afternoon  Congress  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  report  on  the  claims  of  Roderique  Hor- 
tales &  Co. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Jletolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed  tp  appoint 
officers  and  fill  up  commissions  for  the  company  ordered  by  the  resolution 
of  yesterday,  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  Westmoreland  and  the  settle- 
ments adjacent,  and  to  take  every  measure  necessary  for  carrying  the  said 
resolutions  into  effect. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider 
farther  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  claims  of  Roderique  Hortales  & 
Co.  and  after  some  time  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harvie 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  matter  to 
them  referred,  and  have  made  some  progress  therein^  and  not  having  come 
to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 

Besolvedf  That  to-morrow  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  consider  farther  the  matter  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Mtreh  18,  \77B. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brouriit  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smithy  esq.  commissioner  of 

the  loan -office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  Elias  Bondinot,^esq. 

commissary-general  of  prisoners,  for  2500  dollars : 

That  another  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the 

state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  his  favor,  for  4000  dollars ;  and  another  on 

the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  a  like 
Vol.  II.  61 
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•ura  of  4000  (lollan ;  all  wkich  m  for  the  dm  of  hit  iltpvlM^  wi* 
chained  to  hit  account 

A  tnamorul  of  Aleundcr  Footer,  in  behalf  af  B.  U'Clcnfb.i 
otben,  ownert  of  the  tchooner  Libert;,  was  read : 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  aaid  oiemoriat,  together  with  theMtitiairflib 
Bf II,  pT«tented  on  the  10th  da;  of  F^ruary,  and  that  orjaues  GA|lff,o 
tiie  Slat,  be  referred  to  a  connittee  of  three :  the  Mubtn  imt- 
Oyer,  Hr.  Clark,  and  Mr-  Langworlby. 

Ratlvid,  That  Mr.  Baniater  be  added  to  the  cotntnittee  aa  Ik  Wt. 

Aa  acceoot  of  Timothy  Edwards,  ceoBiisuoaer  of  lodiaa  iKi^*^ 
MBted  to  CoDmaa : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  beard  of  treaanr;. 

Congreu  took  into  conaideration  the  report  on  the  geacnl'ihlli^i' 
7th  and  8th,  and  after  debate, 

Jietolved,  That  the  farther  coBuderatiMi  thereof  be  podfwli^ 
afternoon. 

Foua.  o'clock,  V.  M. 

The  cominittee  on  the  treaaur;  brooghtin  a  report ;  Wberof* 

Ordertd,  That  a  warrant  iiaue  on  the  tretiarerinfavorafhHft^ 
pa/-maBlcr  to  tho  board  of  war  and  ardnance,  for  ao,WK)(Whn»T 
plied  bj  the  board  for  the  porpoM  of  purchasing  meat  and  biriif^*' 
Virginu.  for  the  aerrice  of  the  grand  arm;  |  tM  aaid  paj-ai#*''^ 
conntable; 

That  a  warrant  taine  on  the  loan-oBice  ia  the  state  of  ^b'^'E''''^ 
Joseph  Cla;,  etq.  depatr  pajr-master  general  in  the  said  rti&fc^ 
tldlars,  beiag  the  reaidue  of  the  30^000  dollar*  ordered  bjt^* 
August  last,  to  be  sent  to  the  state  of  Georgia  for  the  tailitinW^ 
rcmaina  unappropriated,  which  are  tu  be  draughted  by  thecoas*^ 
cer  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  for  the  sabsistence  of  the  cestisii'i^ 
under  hit  command  ;  the  said  pay-master  to  be  accountable ;        .  ^ 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  James  Greene,  jun.  esq.  commiswatrsl'* 
office  in  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  in  iavur  of  the  assoiUji''" 
state,  fur  30,000  dellars ;  the  said  state  to  be  account^e : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  (reaaurer  for  ISOO  dollars,  in  b«*J^ 
Clark,  one  of  the  auditors  of  accounts  in  the  main  army,  fs^^f^ 
purchasing  a  covered  wagon  and  foorhorses  for  the  use  of  tk  v*^ 
efioe  in  c*mp ;  major  Clarlt  to  be  accountable. 

The  marine  committee  broughtinareport: 

Ordertd,  That  the  consideratiun  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read: 

lirA^fA.    T\iMi  It  ha  rBramul  tti  tlu  kiunl  nf  wmr 
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that,  if  the  present  intended  exchange  shall  take  place,  a  sufficient  number 
of  ^e  enemy,  now  in  the  power  of  tne  United  States,  will  still  remain  te 
secure  the  pajrment  of  any  balance  that  majr  be  due  on  account  of  their  sup- 
port, and  die  views  of  Congress  in  the  resolutions  aforesaid  be  fulljanawerea ; 
therefore, 

Jiesohed,  That  gen.  Washington  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  proceed 
in  the  exchange  of  such  prisoners  as  are  now  in  the  power  of  the  enemy, 
without  waiting  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  aforesaid  $  and  take  mea- 
sures for  settling  a  general  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  in  future, 
upon  such  principles  as  may  appear  to  him  most  advanti^eous  to  the  United 
States,  and  agreeable  to  the  aforementioned  resolutions: 

On  the  question  put  to  agree  to  the  preamble  and  the  first  clause  of  fte 
resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required^ 


^ew-Bampsfdre,  Mr. 
Mdtta'ttU'Batf,  Mr. 

JiJksde^Aland,     Mr. 
CtmecHctU^       Mr. 

A'«r-r»r*,  Mr. 

^ew-Jcney,        Mr. 


Petrntghamiaf     Mr. 


Frost,    . 

Gerry, 

Lorell, 

Elleiy 

Dyer, 

Huntington, 

Lewis, 

Clark, 

Scudder, 

BobeideMi, 

Joa.  Smith, 


fly  W 
no  ^iM 


09 


J.B.  Smith,  decVdv^eg 
Ciingan,  declined  voting 


Maryland^ 
Virginia^ 


S.'CaroUnOi 
Oe9rgUh 


Mr.  Forbes^ 

Hemy, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Hsrvie, 

Banifter, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 
Mr.  Langwofthy, 


i 

I 


«V 


•y 

09\ 

«y  >«y 


rtif 


So  it  was  resolved  in  theiiffirmative. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon. 

Rtaolved^  That  the  resirnation  of  John  Benezet  be  accepted,  and  diat  Ua 
pay  cease  from  the  date  of  his  letter. 

OrdtnA^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Josepb 
Nourse,  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  25,000  dollars,  to 
be  by  htm  transmitted  to  William  Finnic,  deputy  quarter-master  general  in 
Vifg;inia,  and  that  general  Mifflin,  late  quarter-master  general,  be  duu|^ 
with  the  said  sum,  and  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favour  of  Joseph  Nourse*  pay- 
«aster  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  50,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him 
transmitted  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  Vir* 
ginia,  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'cIock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  MarA  19, 1778. 

Ordered,  That  the- committee  appointed  to  revise  the  rules  for  regulating 
the  conduct  rf  Congress  in  transacting  business,  bring  in  their  report  on 
Monday. 

Ordindj  That  tlie  letters  of  the  7th,  Bth  and  12th,  with  the  papers  en« 
closed,  from  gen.  Washington,  be  delivered  to  the  committee  to. whom  were 
referred  those  parts  relative  to  the  general  exchange  of  prisoners. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  J.  M*Pherson,  was  read : 

Ordertd,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  lUi,  and  one  of  the  12th,  from  major-general  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Banister  and  Mr.  Henry. 

Four  o*clock»  P.  M. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  general  oftcers  to  gen.  Washington  was  read ; 
Wheeropon,  , 
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Saolved,  That  gen.  WuhingtoD  ull  in  and  cancel  tbe  omtami. 
t»iadiera- Woodford,  Mublenburfj^  Scott  and  Weedon. 

A  letter  fram  the  board  of  war  wai  read;  aUo  a  report  on ftcltati 
Iha  14th,  from  gen.  Washington  : 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  on  the  table. 

Another  ' ^port  from  vte  board  of  war  waa  read ;  WtMnnpn, 

Semtlvad,  That  the  go*erDment  ot  the  >tat«  ^  Pcmnjlwaii  b»f*< 
to  fltatisn  500  militia,  at  the  followiiuF  places,  is  that  atate,  luk^ 
and  mdent  officers,  viK.aOO  menatEaaion,  100  at  BeUilebeB,alBil 
Beaoing,  Car  the  defence  of  the  magazines  of  military  and  otbtrOM' 
provisions  at  those  places,  and  to  keep  the  commnnicatioa  •cctnta* 
soddtn  incursioDS  of  the  enemy,  ontil  the  boanlof  war  or  ges.  Vakiec 
shall  thiok  it  expedient  to  discliam  the  said  militia. 

Ordtred,  T'hat  the  remainder  otthe  report  be  referred  to  tlit  i^'^ 
PenDSTlTsnia. 

Another  report  from  tiie  board  of  war  was  reaiJ ;  Whempoii, 

RtmAxid,  Ihatit  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  seyeril  ■tit^>* 
the  most  speed  J  and  effectusl  measures  for  raising  their  ^idUi '■< 
agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  the  26th  of  Febrnarj  and  tocauiii^ 
so  raised,  or  which  had  been  raised,  previous  to  the  passing  iWroAK 
inarch- to  their  places  uf  rendezvous  without  delay,  taluDg  o»*'* 
many  aa  poasible  come  armed  and  accoutred :  and,  that  a  man  (sta' 
adequate  supply  of  accoutrements  may  be  provided, 

Rtaolvtd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  each  state,  to  appoiDtwt^ 
person  or  persons,  to  get  made,  with  ail  possible  despatch,  as  ■'^^ 
sets  of  accoutrements  and  spare  bayonet  sheaths  as  shall  be«<<" 
their  respective  quotas  of  troops ;  tlie  cartridge  boxes  to  be  auM"" 
tesst  39  ronnds  of  cartridges  when  made  np  with  ounce-balli,  ii^^^ 
of  good  substantial  leather,  with  a  small  cover  or  flap  nndeiii^* 
amrounitian  may  be  most  effectually  guarded  against  rain;  W*1^ 
impoaitiona  from  the  workmen,  ibat  proper  inspectors  be  a|»obiDJ>|°' 
iiteand  receive  the  accoutrements,  with  orders  to  reject  sncb  (>■<(*' 
inanfficient;  and  that  the  accoutrements,  ao  provided,  beseatJKi** 
the  troops,  oraa  soon  after  as  possible : 

'I^at,  in  case  in  any  state  they  have  quantities  of  tin,  initn^y  *  " 
touch  boxes,  an  equal  number  of  tin  cartridge  canisters  be  fu*vr 
able  to  a  pattern  or  description  to  be  scntby  the  board  of  war. 

Rtaalved,  'fbat  the  fartiter  consideration  of  the  report  be  pntj^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY  .Miircfc  20.  17r8. 

Al«tter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Buchanan,  was  read ;  . 

Ord^rtdy  Thatit  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  toren*''^^ 
tern  of  the  commissary's  department:  and  that  &  member  be  '^^,. 
•aid  committee  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Harrie.  who  ia  absent :  the  B*'*' 
sen,  Mr.  F.L.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  the  rtl 
New- York,  was  read 

A  letter,  of  the  ]5t 

Orimi,  That  it  h 

In  consequence  of 
ditor -general  re  porta 

That  there  is  due 
Donald,  Reynald  an 
Maryland,  and  their 
November  last  to  tl 
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themselves  each,  and  one  dollar  for  each  servant,  325  dollars,  which  sum  is 
to  be  paid  to  either  of  the  McDonald's : 

Otwred,  That  the  said  som  be  [>aid* 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  marine  committee ; 
Whereapon, 

JRe$idvedt  That  officers  of  the  continental  nav  j  not  in  actual  service,  be 
allowed  their  paj,  but  not  their  rations,  nor  the  subsistence  money  allowed 
bj  the  resolution  of  the  25th  of  July,  1777 : 

That  such  officers  of  the  navy  as  are  or  may  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  be 
allowed  the  pay  while  in  the  enemy's  possession  or  under  parole,  and  rations 
during  their  captivity,  deducting  therefrom  such  supplies,  as  they  may,  in 
that  time»  have  received  from  the  enemy. 

("our  o'clock,  P*  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Washiington,  with  two  papers  enclosed, 
was  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  direct- 
ed to  report  this  evening. 

'^The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  representation  from  the  presi- 
dent and  council  of  Pennsylvania,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  supreme  executive  council  or  Pennsylvania  be  request- 
ed to  take  measures,  that  the  law  lately  passed  in  that  state,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  filling  magazines  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army,  be  eflfectU'- 
ally  executed  by  the  commissioners  named  in  the  said  law,  for  obtaining  the 
30^000  barrels  of  flour  directed  to  be  laid  up,  on  the  east  side  of  Susque- 
haBsa,  and  such  other  kinds  of  provisions  as  may  be  in  their  power  to  pro- 
cure, unless  Congress  shall  find  that  quantity  of  flour  unnecessary  to  be 
procured,  and  shall  give  orders  accordingly :  that  the  commissioners  who 
act  on  the  west  side  of  Susquehanna,  use  tneir  endeavours  to  purchase  and 
lay  up  such  )|uantities  of  provisions,  and  in  such  places  as  the  board  of  war 
shall  deem  necessary  for  tne  use  ef  the  army  in  case  of  emer^ncy : 

That  Congress  conceive  all  cause  of  complaint  against  the  instructions  of 
the  board  of  war  to  their  superintendents  must  now  cease,  as  three  of  the 
said  superintendents  have  been  dismissed,  audit  is  expresslv  enjoined  upon 
the  others  to  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the  state  in  which  they  are,  from 
time  to  time,  employed : 

That  the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  informed  that  whatever 
rate  the  legislature  of  that  state  has  fixed  for  the  wages  of  wasons,  shall  be 
paid  for  the  wagons  of  that  state  employed  in  the  service  of  the  continent 
since  those  rates  were  enacted : 

That  major-gen.  Mifflin,  late  quarter-master  general,  be  directed  to  cause 
immediate  payment  to  be  made  of  all  waees  justly  due  from  him  to  the  in- 
habitants Of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  wagons  have  been  employed 
by  him  in  the  continental  service  : 

That  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  law  of  Pennsylvania  to  fill  cer- 
tain magazines  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army,  be  directed  to  confine 
their  purchases  within  the  limits  of  their  own  state. 

A  fetter  from  Thomas  Hite,  of  Berkley,  in  Virginia,  to  the  president  of  the 
board  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordered,  I'hat  it  be  returned  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be  direeted 
to  take  proper  measures  by  writing  to  the  deputy  commissary-general  of 
purchases  in  that  state,  or  to  Mr.  Hite,  for  secunng  die  bacon  mentioned  m 
his  tetter. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letters  relative  to  the  claims  of  Roderiqoe 
Hortaies  &  Co.  and  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  F,  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  the  same  under  their 
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further  consideration,  and  have  come  to  some  resoiations  therMii»  whidi  he 
was  directed  to  re^rt  when  the  house  ii  ready  to  receive  it : 

Ord^ed,  That  it  be  now  received,  and  ttiat  the  conaidenUioii  thereof  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Toe  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  letter  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  WaahingtM, 
was  referred,  having  reported  thereon. 

Ordered^  That  the  coasideratioiiof  the  report  be  postponed  till  to-menvw. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-m<Hrrow« 

SATURDAY,  Mnrek  21,  \77%. 

A  letter,  of  the  Tth,  from  Oeoi^e  Clyraer,  esq.  one,  of  the  8d,  from  col. 
G.  Morgan  ;  one,  of  the  8th  of  August,  1777,  from  Bernardo  de  Oalvea^  go- 
vernor ofNew-Orleanl ;  one,  of  the  19tili  of  November,  from  Francis  Crurati, 
commandant  at  Illinois ;  also,  a  letter,  of  tiie  17th  instant,  from  geo.  Wash- 
ington, enclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  the  7th,  from  bricadier  Parsons, 
and  copies  of  two  letters,  one  dated  the  2d,  and  die  other  me  27th  of  De- 
cember,from  gen.  Putnam,  were  read. 

Congi'ess  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  on  the  ge- 
neral's letter  ;  Whereupon, 

J?eso{t^,  That  the  command  of  all  the  troops  which  now  are,  or  diall  be 
collected  and  atationed  in  the  state  of  New-York,  and  in  the  friiole  northern 
department,  be  vested  in  one  general  officer ;  that  this  officer  have  in  chaige 
all  the  forts,  posts,  and  passes  therein,  and  authority  to  erect  and  makeanch 
fortifications  as  he,  witli  the  advice  of  gov.  Clinton,  and  the  general  olEoers 
there,  shall  judge  necessary  for  securing  the  same,  and  to  execete  all  the 
powers  latel  V  given  bj  Congress  and  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  North-River : 

Thai  governor  Clinton  be  requested  to  yield  to  the  said  j^neral  fdicerall 
the  aid  in  his  power  in  erecting  and  making  die  fortificationa  and  obetrac- 
tions  aforesaid : 

That,  for  the  more  speedy  defence  of  the  North-River»  the  said  geaecal 
officer,  or,  in  case  of  his  absence  or  sickness,  the  officer  next  in  comnaad,  in 
the  district  above  described,  be  directed  forthwith  to  draw  together,  mt  the 
Highlands,  such  of  the  troops  therein  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

And  as  the  works  woula  be  ereatly  expedited  if  most  of  the  contineotal 
troops  now  at  Albany  were  emfMoyed  therein ;  to  enable  him  to  do  thi8»  tlie 
eaid  general  officer  is  hereby  authorized  to  ask  of  the  government  of  die  state 
of  New- York  such  numbers  of  their  militia  as  he  shall  jud|;e  neceesary,  to 
serve  at  Albany,  for  the  security  of  the  arsenal  and  magazines  there,  aaliJ 
the  obstructions  at  the  highlands  are  in  such  condition  as  to  render  any  sad- 
den attempt  upon  Albany  by  that  pass  impracticable : 

That,  for  manning  the  gun-boats  and  floating  batteries  built  or  butiding  ae 
the  North-River,  the  said  general  officer  have  power  toengsce  the  neccssaiy 
officers  and  men,  for  such  time,  and  on  such  terms,  as  he  SbSl  judge  peeper 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M» 

The  committee  on  tlie  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereopon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  William  Stan- 
ton, esq.  for  8670  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  draught  bv  William  PalfreTi  cvi* 
pay-roaster  general,  dated  the  15th  inst«  on  the  preaiaent,  in  favor  of  thessid 
btanton,  for  that  sum,  expressed  to  he  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States ;  for  which  the  pay-master  general  is  to  be  acconntahle. 

A  petition  from  James  Norris  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  die  nembera  choseiH 
Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Ijangworthy,  and  Mr.  M*Kean. 

Be9olvedy  That  the  fioard  of  war  be  directed  to  nominate  a  proper  petsofi 
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te  Benreas  town  msjor  in  the  town  of  York,  or  such  other  town  as  Congress 
shall  sit  in,  and  to  give  proper  orders  that  all  strangers  arriving  at  or  p^issing 
through  sachtowD»  shall  be  dniy  examined,  and  report  daly  made  touching 
anch  matters  as  maj  anj  way  relate  to  the  public  safety ;  also,  to  order  pro- 
per guards  to  be  stationed  at  all  the  ferries  on  Susquehanna  river,  from  the 
month  thereof  to  Harris'  Ferrj,  inclusive,  and  to  give  proper  instructions  to 
the  ofiicers  commanding  such  euards  relative  to  the  examinations,  (and  arrest, 
if  necessary)  of  all  persons  wno  shall  attempt  to  cross  the  said  river. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Alexander  Forster, 
ficc.  report. 

That  having  examined  the  account  of  the  said  Alexander  Forster,  and 
gained  the  best  information  thej  were  able  of  the  prices  of  the  salt,  run^, 
and  sngar  taken  or  bought  by  the  commissary  for  the  use  of  the  army,  the 
latter  end  of  October  and  beginning  of  November  last,  in  New-Jersev,  they 
find  the  same  to  be  as  follows :  good  imported  salt,  SO  dollars  per  bushel ;  rum, 
6  d-3d  dollars  per  gallon ;  sugar,  lOo  2-3d  dollars  per  hundred ;  they  are 
therefore  of  opu&ion,  that  the  commissary  or  deputy  commissary -general  of 
purchases  should  settle  the  account  with  A.  Forster  &  Co*  at  that  price  and 
rate  aforesaid,  and  allow  them  lawful  interest  after  the  time  that  payment 
oaght  to  have  been  made ;  and  that  the  flour  Mr.  Forster  has  received  in  pay- 
ment, be  estimated  at  the  then  current  price : 

Suolvedt  That  Congress  agree  to  the,  said  report. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  the  11th  and  l£th, 
from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught 
of  a  letter,  to  be  signed  and  sent  bv  the  president,  to  the  marquis,  in  answer 
to  the  said  letters:  the  members  cnosen,  Mr.F.L.  Lee,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr. 
M'Kean. 

Betohed,  That  the  powers  given  to  major-general  M'Doueal,  bv  general 
VTashington,  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  1 6th,  be  confirmed  by  Congress: 

That  col.  Van  Schaick's  and  col.  James  Livingston's  regiments  be  ordered 
to  PMls-KUI: 

That  gov.  Clinton  and  gov,  Trumbull  be  requested  to  give  every  assist- 
ance in  their  power  to  gen.  M'Dougal  for  perfecting  the  defence  of  Uie 
North-Riven 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY.  March  23. 1778. 

A  letter,  of  February  28th,  from  Otis  &  Andrews,  of  Boston,  with  sundiy 
papers  enclosed,  was  read :  ^ 

Orderedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  and  also  one,  en- 
closed from  col.  Webb,  requesting  leave  to  resim  his  commission : 

Ordered^  That  the  general's  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  colonel  Webb  have  leave  to  resian. 

The  board  of  war  having  transmitteato  Congress  the  following  letters, 
viz.  one,  of  the  19th,  from  col.  UoUingsworth  to  tiie  board,  one,  of  the  18tb, 
from  the  same,  tocoL  Buchanan,  and  mie  of  February  21st.  from  gen.  Wash* 
ington,  io  col.  Hollingsworth ;  the  same  were  read  and  returned  to  tlie  board : 

A  letter,  of  the  18m,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  one  enclosed  from  bri- 
gadier Smallwood,  was  read. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au« 
ditor-general  reports* 

That  there  is  due  io  Samuel  Downe,  esq.  his  pay  as  commissioner  of  ac- 
counts at  Hartford,  from  February  4th.  1777.  to  Maich  I8th,  1778,  a  balance 
of  1198  dollars: 
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To  Timothy  Edwards,  esa.  his  paj  as  commissioner  for  IiMBntiUsi 
the  northern  department,  to  Januarj  11th,  1778,  460  dollars: 

To  John  Spangler,  for  the  transportatum  of  the  baggage  of  tke  Benqhi- 
nia  militia  in  Jannary,  1778, 52  dollars : 

To  George  Pentz,  for  transporting  die  baggage  of  Penittjl«aiiii 
in  January,  1777,  52  dollars : 

To  Jacob  Lefever,  for  transporting  baggage  of  PennsjiTaaiidis 
July,  1776, 28  dollars : 

To  Peter  Wolf,  for  yictaalling  snndrjr  parties  of  PenDsylfasii  tSk, 
11  86-90  dollars : 

Orderedj  That  tlie  said  sums  be  paid. 

The  commissioners  of  claims  report,  that  tiiej  have  ezainined  die anaiii 
of  the  board  of  war 'op  to  the  4th  of  February,  and  find  a  balance  imk^h 
board  to  the  United  States  of  459  75-90  dollars,  which  is  paid  tete{li 
commissioners)  and  for  which  they  are  readj  to  accovnt,  and  mtiki 
charged  therewith. 

A  certificate  of  lieutenant-colonel  Adam  HoUey,  in  fiivor  «f  IinM 
Berwick,  was  read : 

Ordertd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasnrj. 

FlYB  o'CLOCE,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Chase,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  Us  sot 

A  letter,  of  the  EOtn,  from  gov.  /ohnson,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boand  of  treasarj* 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jaaeo  Nirmt^ 
in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  hww  of  Jatf  Sa 
for  1527  60-90  dollars,  in  full  payment  of  his  capture  from  theeaerirtK 
9th  of  January,  1777,  at  Elizabeth -town,  in  N  ew- Jersey,  which  wniif^ 
of  to  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  'rhat  gen.  Conway  be  directed  to  repair  to  the  army  aif^ 
Kill,  now  under  the  command  of  gen.  M'Dousai,  who,  while  he  cssteei 
that  command,  is  authorized  to  draw  on  Jonathan  Tnimlwll,  eai|.payairtff 
in  the  northern  department,  for  money  to  answer  such  d^naan  aiii^ 
to  the  army  on  Hudson's  river. 

A  petition  of  captain  Sullivan,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  John  Baynton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  *board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  re|M>rt ;  Wherevpfl^      . 

Onierei,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  dii^* 
the  state  of  Maryland,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  tranamitiJ»* 
governor  and  council  of  that  state,  for  the  purpose  of  purchaaiDg 
for  the  grand  army  ;  the  said  state  to  be  acc4>untable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  1 100  dollars,  in  fiivor 
general  Gates ;  for  which  he  is  to  account.  ^ 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  A^*^ 
on  the  letters  relative  to  the  claims  of  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co. 
debate. 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  . 
of  commerce,  fur  20,000  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  de  Francey,  ageajti^ 
derique  Hortales  &  Co.  alias  Mons.  Beaumarchais,  and  that  ^e'    •■■■■■ 
adjusted  at  the  rate  of  400  per  cent. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY,  March  24,  177S. 

A  letter,  of  January  S7th,  from  col.  Gansevoort,  and  one,  of  the  12th  instant* 

from  brigadier  Learned,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  col.  Gansevoort,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 


war. 


Mesolved,  That  the  resignation  of  brigadier  Learned  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  January  the  2Sd,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay*  was 
read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  and  one  of  the  12th,  from  major-general  Heath,  Were 
ready  the  former  enclosing  copies  of  the  following  letters,  viz*  one  of  the4th9 
from  capt  Dalrjmple  to  lieut.  gen.  Bargojne ;  one  of  the  8th,  to  gen.  Burgoyne, 
and  gen.  Borgojne's  answer  of  the  9th,  and  sundry  letters  that  passed  be* 
tween  major-general  Heath  and  capt.  Dalrymple ;  also  a  request  of  lieut  coL 
Sutherland,  of  the  4rth  regiment : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  letter  of  the  10th,  as  relates  to  money,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favour  of  Jonn  Bradley, 
for  20,000  dollars,  to  be  conveyed  to  John  Baynton,  esq.  deputy  pay-master 
general  for  the  western  district ;  the  said  pay-master  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Thomas  Stuart,  for 
10,500  dollars,  to  discharge  a  draught  of  his  excellency  Richard  Caswell, 
governor  of  North-Carolina,  on  the  treasurer,  dated  ^Tewbem,  the  22d  of 
December,  1777,  for  10,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  William  Skinner,  esa.  trea- 
surer of  the  northern  district  of  the  said  state,  expressed  to  be  for  the  pur- 
pose of  purchasing  leather  and  deer-skins,  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  Congress ; 
and  John  Ashe's  draught  on  the  treasurer,  dated  the  18th  of  April  last,  for 
500  dollars,  in  favor  of  major  Hardy  Murfree,  expressed  to  be  for  the  use  of 
the  continental  troops ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Congress  sit  but  once  a  day,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  to  two  in  the  afternoon,  precisely ;  Whereupon,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  moved,  and,  the  same  being  put,  passed  in  tne  affirmative. 

The  main  question  being  then  put,  and  tne  yeas  and  nays  required, 

J>r.'Hamp*hirt,  Mr.  Folsom*  no  }>no 

Frost,  decUnedawmenng 
Ma$Hi?tU-Bay, Mr.  Gerry,  ^Xm 

Dana,  decSned  rnvnoering 
Bhtd^Mand,   Mr.  £Ueiy, 
CgtmecHcut,      Mr.  Dyer, 

Wolcott 
AVw-TbrJfc,        Mr.  Lewis, 
.Kem-Jeney,       Mr.  Clark, 
»  Scudder, 

Pam9$hHmUh   Mr*  Roberdeau, 

James  Smith, 

Ctingan, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Mwch  25,  1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brousht  in  a  report ;  Wherenpmiy 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  isiiie  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine 


Ddawmrt, 

Maryland^ 


ay 


Virgima, 

^^.'CaroUna, 

S.  CaroKna, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Forbes^ 

Henry, 
Mr.  1*  ■  L.  Jiice, 

Banister, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens,  decVd  armei^g 
Jdr.  Lang^orthy,     ay}  ay 


ay 


ay 
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committee  for  3000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  their  contiDgent 
expenses ;  for  which  they  are  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  be  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  board  of 
^ar,  for  200»000  dollars,  for  public  service  ;  the  said  board  to  be  accouotable. 

Eesolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  and  authorized  to  enquire 
into  the  state  of  the  purchases  of  wheat  and  flour,  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
made  by  the  superintendents,  the  commissioners  of  the  state  of  Penns^Wk- 
nia,  and  the  purchasing  commissaries,  and  report  thereon:  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  James  Smiui,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  £Uery. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  March  26,  1778. 

A  memorial  from  W.  Bedlow  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  February  24th,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  re- 
specting allowances  to  be  made  to  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  was  read. 

'A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  was  read,  informing  that,  as 
prisoners  begin  to  pass  through  Princeton,  and  recruits  soon  wiu,  he  hai 
H>und  it  necessary  to  appoint  Mr.  Thomas  Stockton  to  be  isauine  commis- 
sary there,  and  fixed  his  wages  at  20  dollars  a  month,  and  allowea  his  clerk 
2-3ds  of  a  dollar  per  day  : 
.  Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  appointment. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  January  27th,  from  colonel  Gansevoort,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the  25th,  from  the 
board  of  war ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  they  tonfer 
with  the  board  of  war  and  report  specially  on  the  subjects  mentioned  therein: 
tfie  members  chosen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Scudder  aikd 
Mr.  Folsom. 

Congress  having  great  reason  to  expect  an  invasion  of  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware, and  being  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  will  be  assisted  or  joined  by 
the  disaffected  9iere,  and  considering  the  present  condition  of  that  govetn- 
ment,  and  its  inability  t6  exercise  such  powers  as  are  immediately  and  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  its  preservation : 

Resoloed,  nemvne  contra  dicenU,  That  brigadier  Small  wood  be  directed 
to  secure  the  persons  of  Thomas  White,  Charles  Grordon^  and  such  other 
inhabitants  of  that  state  as  he  shall,  upon  good  grounds,  suspect  to  be  dis- 
affected, and  whose  being  at  large  will  be  dangerous  to  the  independence  of 
these  states,  and  to  send  them  under  guard  to  such  safe  place  or  places  as  he 
shall  think  proper.  < 

Two  of  tne  committee  lately  sent  to  camp  being  returned,  moved  sandry 
resolutions  respecting  the  army,  which  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrov. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  March  27,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four :  tiie  members  choseo, 
Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  M'Rean,  Mr.  Huntington,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 
A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read; 
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Orderedp  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaaurj* 

Besolved,  That  the  fortifications  and  works  at  Ticonderoga  and  Mount 
Independence  be  demolished,  and  that  the  board  of  war  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  carrying  this  resolution  into  execution. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  major  John 
Clark,  for  800  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  auditor's  office  in  thearm^;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  informed  Coo|i;ress  that  Mr.  Joseph  Hen- 
derscMi,  chosen  one  of  the  auditors  of  accounts  for  the  northern  district,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  his  letter  to  the  board,  is  unable  to  accept  the  appointment* 

Resolved,  That  another  commissioner  be  appointed,  ana  that  to-morrow  be 
assigned  for  that  purpose* 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  conunissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  the  commissioners  have  examined  the  accounts  of  capt.  William 
Scott,  for  pay  due  to  his  officers  and  men  to  the  end  of  February,  1778,  and 
subsistence  to  the  19th  of  the  same  month ;  also  recruiting  expenses  and  ex* 
penses  of  marching  to  this  place,  amounting  to  2747  30-90  dollars,  exclusive 
of  180  dollars  which  he  claims  for  boun^  paid  to  nine  men  who  have  ab- 
sconded; of  which  he  says  he  has  received  from  col.Thruston  1400  dollars^ 
and  by  a  warrant  on  the  treasurer  the  sum  of  500  dollars,  which  two  supas 
deducted  from  the  amount  of  his  account^  there  remains  a  balance  of  847 
30-90  dollars : 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  Christopher  Ludwig,  superin- 
tendent of  bakers  for  the  continental  army,  amounting  to  5315  43-90  dol- 
lars, including  his  pay  to  the  3d  instant,  of  which  he  has  received  from  Mr. 
Stewart,  (ommissary  of  issues,  400  dollars,  and  from  Mr.  Buchanan,  com- 
missary-general of  purchases,  3250  dollars,  which  two  sums  being  deducted 
from  his  account,  there  remains  a  balance  of  1665  43-90  dollars,  including 
100  dollars  advanced  to  Michael  Harvey,  at  Burlington ;  for  which  he  is 
hereafter  to  account : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  balances  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  rej)ort,  so  lar  as  relates  to  captain  Scott's  clain^ 
of  180  dollars,  be  re-committed  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Besolved,  That  in  case  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  sKall  grant  to  colonel 
Thomas  Hartley  the  state  bounty  for  the  men  that  may  be  inlisted  in  that 
state  for  his  regiment,  the  state  shall  have  credit  in  its  quota  of  troops  for 
such  men. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  capt  Ebene^er  Sullivan,  was 
read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  J.  Smith  and  Mr.  Clark. 

Resolved,  That  the  propositions  moved  yesterday,  respecting  tlie  army, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

Congress  was  then  resolved  into  a  committee,  and  after  some  time,  the 
president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have, 
had  under  consideration  the  propositions  referred  to  them,  but  not  having 
come  to  any  determination  thereon,  desired  leave  to  sit  a^ain : 

Besolved,  That  Congress,  this  afternoon,  resolve  itself  into  a  conuaittee 
of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  respecting  the  army. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Mr.  Folsom,  for  his  and  Mr.  Dana's  expenses  on  a 
committee  to  camp,  and  for  his  expenses  returaingi  the  sum  oi  110  57-90 
dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 
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The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  M'hereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  certificate  of  lieu  ten  ant-colonel  Hubley,  nf  the  2£d 
instant,  representing,  that  lieutenant  James  Berwick  had  performed  the  doty 
of  judse-advocate  since  the  4th  daj  of  Februarr  last,  in  a  general  court- 
martial  ordered  bj  the  commander  in  chief,  inVhich  Keut.  coT.  Huble^  was 
president,  be  referred  to  major  Clark  and  M*  Clarkson,  esqrs.  auditors  in  the 
army,  who  are  directed  to  consult  with  gen.  Washington  and  report  to  faim 
a  proper  allowance,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  military  chest,  for  the  services  per^ 
fdrmed  by  the  said  lieutenant  Berwick. 

Resolved,  That  John  Lawrence,  esq.  judge  advocate  general,  be  hereafter 
allowed  75  dollars  per  month,  his  former  rati6ns,  and  fora^  for  two  horses. 

Besolved,  That  tne  commissioners  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  miscarriage  of  the  expedition  against  Newport,  exhibit  their  accounts  to 
the  deputy  pay-master  general,  or  any  of  his  assistants  in  the  eastern  de- 
partment/who  are  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  the  same. 

Or(/erecf,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Derk  Ten  Broek,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  New-York,  for  27,515  dollars,  ia 
favor  of  Jonathan  TriimbuU,  jon.  esq.  pay-master  in  the  northern  depart- 
inent,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter^of  the  24th,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed, 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee,  and  after  some  time/  the  presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported, ,  that  the  committee 
have  had  uuder  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  respecting  the 
army,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 

I^esolvedf  That  to-morrow  morning  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  comnit- 
tee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  tiien. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 

SATURDAY,  March  28,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  count  Pulaski,  was  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  19th,  from  the  board  of 
war;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tnat  count  Pulaski  retain  his  rank  of  brigadier  in  the  army  of 
(be  United  States,  and  that  he  raise  and  have  the  command  of  an  indepen- 
dent corps  to  consist  of  68  horse,  and  200  foot,  the  horse  to  be  armed  with 
lances,  and  the  foot  equipped  iu  the  manner  of  light  infantry :  the  corps  to 
be  raised  in  such  way  and  composed  of  such  men  as  gen.  Washington  shall 
think  expedient  and  proper;  and  if  it  shall  be  thought  by  gen.  AVashingtoo 
that  it  will  not  be  injunous  to  the  service,  that  he  have  liberty  to  dispense,  la 
this  particular  instance,  with  the  resolve  of  Congress  again&t  inlisting  de- 
sorters. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  major-ceneral  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  wi4  a 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  a  conference  held  by  the  commissioners  of  Indian 
affairs  of  the  northern  department,  with  a  number  of  Sachems  and  W*ar- 
nors  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Johnston,  the  7th  of  March,  1778;  and  a  letter 
of  the  16th,  from  Mr.  Duane,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  William  Bell  and 
James  Gallagher,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  extract  of  gen.  Washington's 
letter  of  the  27th  of  February,  and  the  letter  of  the  6th  of  March,  from 
William  Patterson,  attorney-general  of  New-Jersey,  brought  in  a  report ; 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee,  ana,  after  some  time,  the  presi- 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1778.  493 


dent  resumed  the  chair,  aad  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  respecting  the 
armj  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclasion,  desire  leave  to 
sit  again : 

Resolved,  That  this  afternoon  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  cotnmittee  of 
flie  wliole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  respecting  the  arm  j. 

Yovfi  o'clock,  p.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one,  of  the  £6th,  from 
Charles  Lewis,  colonel  of  the  14th  Virginia  regiment,  desiring  leave  .to  re* 
eign  his  commission,  were  read  : 

Mesolvedf  That  the  resignation  of  col.  Charles  Lewis  be  accepted. 

Congress  was  resojvecT  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after  some 
time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  re- 
upecting  the  army  referred  to  them,  and  have  made  some  farther  progress 
tbereiti,  bat  not  havine  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 

Besolvedt  That  on  Monday  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the- 
whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  respectingthe  army. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Mardi  30,  1778. 

Confess  being  informed  that  col.  Wadsworth  is  arrived  in  town,  and 
waits  Uie  onlers  of  Congress: 

RtMoUsed^  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  with  him,  and 
enquire  whether  he  will  undertake  the  office  of  commissary -general  of  pur- 
chases :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

At  the  reonestof  Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  Clark, 

Orderedy  That  they  be  excused  from  serving  as  members  of  the  board  of 
treasury,  and  that  two  others  be  elected  in  their  room :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Wolcott  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  afipointment  of  an  auditor  of  acconnts  in  thd 
northern  district,  in  the  room  ot  Mr.  Henderson,  and  a  commissioner  of 
acconnts  at  the  board  of  treasury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Benezet ;  and  Peter 
Boyer,  esq.  was  appointed  one  of  the  auditors  of  accounts  in  the  northern 
district ;  and  William  Denning,  esq.  was  appointed  one  of  the  commission- 
ers of  accounts  at  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  and  one,  of  the  6th,  from  A.  Gillon,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and  that 
they  report  theeron. 

jkesolved.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  instructions 
to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  gen.  Washington  to  negotiate  a  cartel 
for  the  exchange  of  prisoners :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Dana, 
and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  relative  to  count  Pulaski's  corps : 

Remvedy  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  at  camp,  and  that 
they  be  authorized  to  consult  with  gen.  Washington  and  brigadier  Pulaski 
respecting  the  appointment  of  officers  for  that  corps,  and  to  act  thereon  as 
they  judj;e  proper  and  expedient. 

A  petition  from  lieutenant  James  Berwick  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  his  account  for  services  done  incapacity  of  judge -advocate 
of  a  general  court-martial  held  at  Lancaster,  from  the  4th  of  February  to  the 
i22d  of  March,  be  paid. 

Mr.  Drayton,  a  delegate  from  South-Carolina,  attended  and  produced  the 
credentials  of  the  appomtment  of  delegates  from  that  state,  which  were  read, 
and  by  which  it  appears  that  the  hon«  Henry  Laurens,  William  Henry  Dray- 
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ton,  John  Matthews,  Thomas  Hejward,  and  Richard  Hutson,  esqra.  areda- 
Ij  elected  to  represent  that  state  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  commissioners  for 
settling  a  cartel,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration, 
and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas,  Congress  concar  in  opinion  with  gen.  Washington,  that  there 
are  some  ambiguities  characterizing  the  measures  taken  bj  gen.  Howe,  re- 
specting gen.  Lee,  which  justify  alarming  surmises,  notwithstandin^sil  that 
has  passed  to  .the  contrary : 

lUsolvedt  Thatsen.  Washin^on  be  informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress that  It  should  be  a  preliminarj  in  the  proposed  cartel  for  a  eeneral  ex- 
chan^  of  prisoners,  that  major-gen.  Lee  be  absolutely  exchanged  for  major- 
gen.  Prescot,  and  if  refused,  that  no  exchange  take  place  till  the  further  order 
of  Congress : 

That  it  be  proposed  to  exchange  lieutenant-colonel  EAan  Allen  for  lies- 
tenant-colonel  Campbell,  or  lieutenant-colonel  Anstruther,  and,  if  not  ac- 
ceded to,  that  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  be  sent  back  to  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay : 

That  gen.  Washington  be  further  directed  to  instruct  the  commissioneTsis 
be  careful  not  to  contravene,  in  settling  the  proposed  cartel,  any  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress,  particularly  that  of  the  SOth  of  December,  respecting 
such  of  the  citizens  of  these  states  as  may  voluntarily  join  the  enemy,  and  be 
taken  in  arms  against  these  states  : 

lliat,  if  the  enemy  will  not  consent  to  exempt  citizens  from  captnre; 
agreeably  to  the  law  of  nations,  the  commissioners  be  instructed  positively 
to  insist  on  their  exchange,  without  any  relation  to  rank : 

That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  not  to  permit  any  article  of  the  pro- 
posed cartel  to  be  finally  concluded  without  his  express  approbation, and  that 
thepresident  be  directed  to  inform  him  accordingly. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  m  favor  of  Joseph  Noorse, 
pay- master  to  the  board  .of  war  and  ordnance,  for  20,000  dollars,  advanced 
«pon  the  application  of  the  said  board,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  col.  Hart- 
ley's regiment,  three  months'  pay ;  for  an  advance  to  Chnstopher  Lndwig, 
superintendent  of  bakers ;  and  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  board  ;  the  said 
pay-master  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  N.  Folsom,  delegate 
from  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  for  500  dollars  advanced  upon  his  appli- 
cation, and  to  be  charged  to  the  said  state: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  W.  Palfrey,  esq.  pay- 
master general,  for  500,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department  f  be  to  be 
accounUble,  and  that  it  be  transmitted  to  him  by  Joseph  murse,  pay -master 
to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  president  and  council 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  30,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  put  into  the 
hands  of  proper  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  norses  in  the  said 
state,  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  the  said  state  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of  the  continental 
loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  the 
president  and  council  of  the  said  state,  to  be  by  them  put  into  the  hands  of 
proner  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  horses  in  that  state,  for  the  ase 
of  tiie  army  of  the  United  States ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  captain 
Ebenezer  Sullivan  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  peculiarity  of  capt.  Ebenezer  Sul- 
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Uvan's  case,  he  be  allowed  his  pay  and  rations  during  the  time  he  has  been 
in  capttTitj^and  his  pay  while  he  shall  continue  a  prisoner  of  war,  anjr  thing; 
in  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of  January  last  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding : 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  adiust  the  accounts  of  capt 
Sullivan,  and  make  him  such  compensation  tor  his  losses  and  extraordinary 
trouble  as  they  shall  deem  equitable.  ■ 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to*morrow. 

TUESDAY,  March  31,  1778. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign  his  oflBce 
of  secretary  to  the  board  of  war : 

Bnaolvea^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  his  letter  be  returned 
aa  improper  to  remain  on  the  files  of  Congress. 

A  petition  from  H.  Zedwitz  wa^  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th  of  January,  from  John  Peck  Rathbnn,  was  read  ;  also, 
one  from  col.  B.  Tupper : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  ^7th9  from  col.  E.  Blaine,  deputy  commissary-general  of 
purchases,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  of  February,  from  D.  (Bottineau,  captain  of  the  ship 
Ferdinand,  at  Cape  Lookout,  North-Carolina,  with  an  invoice  of  her  cargo, 
was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  authorized,  after  a  confer- 
ence with  the  board  of  war  and  the  marine  committee,  to  purchase  such  ar- 
ticles of  the  cargo  as  they  shall  deem  expedient  for  the  public  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred' to  a  committee  ot  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  P.  L.  Lee. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Gillon,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  as  Mr.  Gillon  hath  accepted  of  an  appointment  to  com- 
mand the  navy  of  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  and  Congress  have  empowered 
tiieir  commissioner  at  Paris  to  appoint  agents  to  transact  the  commercial 
affairs  of  diese  states,  it  is  inezpeatent  to  proceed  upon  his  contract. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after  some 
time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  rela- 
tive to  the  army,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclusion,  oesire  leave  to 
sit  again : 

Resolved,  That  Congress,  this  afternoon,  be  resolved  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  relative  to  the  army. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  was  a^in  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider 
farther  the  propositions  relative  to  the  army,  and,  after  some  time,  the  pre- 
sident resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Jjce  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  to  them  referred, 
and  having  come  to  a  conclusion  thereon,  he  was  ready  to  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponea  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jlpril  1,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  S6th  of  March,  from  general  Green,  quarter-mastergene- 
raly  was  read : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaaurj. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  7th,  from  Moses  Emerson,  was  read,  informii^  that 
he  accepts  the  appointment  to  the  office  of  commissioner  of  accoants  la  the 
middle  district, 

A  letter,  of  Mafch  the  Slst,  fr<mi  col.  D.  Mason,  was  read : 
.  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  11th,  from  major  De  Bois,  at  Albany*  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
ConeresSy  respecting  an  establishment  or  allowance  to  officers  after  the  war: 

After  debate  it  was  agreed,  that  amendments  be  moved  and  made  in  the 
report,  but  that,  after  the  amendments  are  made  and  the  report  gone  through, 
the  whole  report,  as  amended,  shall  be  open  to  debate,  wnether  it  shall  be 
adopted  by  Congress  or  be  sent  to  the  states,  and  their  opinion  taken*  pre- 
vious to  the  final  determination  of  Congress. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  count  Pulaski, 
for  10,000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  horses  and  recruiting  his 
corps. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  29th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
>^hole;  Whereupon, 

It  was  moved,  that  the  report  be  entered  on  the  journal ; 

To  which  the  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  bring 
required. 


J^ero-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Folsom, 
Maua^iUa-Bay,  Mr,  Geny, 

Lovell, 


Jihode'Itland, 
Connecticut, 


JfTevh'Tork, 
J^evhJertey, 


Dana, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

HuntingtoT^ 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Scudder, 


no\no 
oy) 

tlO} 

no  }7w 
m 

no  >  110 
no 

«y 

oy 
no 
no 


r 

\ 


oy 


no 


Pemuylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 


Virginia, 
Jf.' Carolina, 
S»'CaroUna, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  James  Smith,  ay  ^ 
Mr.  M<Kean,  ' 

Mr.  Chase, 

Forbes, 

Heniy, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Bfr.  Drayton, 

Laurens,  det^danrwer'^. 
Mr.  Langworthy,  ay  ^ay 


So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  main  question  be  put* 

The  main  question  being  dieu  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required. 


Mw-Bdmpohire,  Mr.  Folsom, 
•Va»ia*otU-£ay,  Mr.  Geny, 

LovcU, 


Hhode'Itfand, 
Connecticut, 


^ew'Tork, 
Mvf^ersey, 


Dana, 
Mr.  EUeiy, 
Mr,  Dyer, 

Huntington, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Scudder, 


no 


PenTuyhania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 


Wirgima, 
^,'CaroHna, 
S,' Carolina, 


Mr.  James  Siinitb,  ay  ^tty 


Georgia, 


Mr.  M'Rean, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Fotbes, 

Heniy, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton^ 

Ijuirens, 
Mr.  Langvorthy,  c^  ^ 


•      noj 

a3f}ay 

no 
det^d 


h 


So  the  states  were  equally  divided  and  the  question  lost. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clocK  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  JiprU  2,  1778, 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  gen.  Armstrong,  at  Carlisle,  was  read. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  respecting  the  employi^  & 
conductor  to  take  chaise  of  the  wagofns  to  be  sent  to  the  southward ; 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and  the  marine  committee  be 
directed  to  confer  with  the  board  of  war  on  the  subject  of  the  said  report, 
and  tdce  sach  measures  on  the  premises  as  they  shall  deem  expedient. 

Ordered,  That  three  members  be  added  tothe  committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  col.  Wadsworth:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Drajton,  Air.  Scud* 
der,  and  Mr.  Banister. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  called  for ;  Whereupon, 
a  Question  was  moved, 

That  the  consideration  of  the  said  report  be  postponed,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required. 


JlfoMo'ttt-llay,  Mr.  Geny, 

LoveU, 
UanBy 

Hhode-Mmd,   Mr.  Elleiy, 

CofmecUaa,      Mr.  Dyer, 

Huntington, 
Wolcott, 

JSTew'Tork,       Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 

^ew^eney,      Mr.  Clark. 

Scudder, 


Petmtyhama,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

James  Smith, 
Mr.  Chase, 
Forbes* 
Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Banister, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Gtorgia,  Mr.  Langworthy, 


MarjfUmd, 


Virgima, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  ^prU  3,  1778. 

A  parasraph  of  a  letter,  of  March  ^th,  from  the  navy  board  at  Bordeu- 
town,  to  Ae  marine  committee,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  March  21st,  from  gen.  Washington,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter to  him  from  Or.  Rush,  dated  Princeton,  February  25th,  was  read ;  also 
a  letter  of  March  9th,  with  a  postcript  of  the  19th,  from  Dr.  Rush  to  Mr. 
Roberdeau,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

That  the  committee  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  chaises  contained  in 
Dr.  Rusli's  letters  against  Dr.  Shippen,  and  into  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Shippen 
as  director-general  of  the  hospital,  and  report  specially  to  Congress : 

That  the  committee  be  authorized  to  send  for  such  persons  and  papers  as 
they  may  judge  necessary,  and  allow  the  reasonable  and  necessary  .expenses 
of  tne  witnesses  attending  this  business :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Huntington,  and  Mr.  Banister. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Langworthy  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine 
committee. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Wadsworth,  brought  in  a  re* 
port,  which  was  reaa. 

The  committee  pn  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  we  treasurer,  in  favor  of  the  pay-mas- 
ter of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  on  the  application  of  that  board,  for 
7000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  col.  Sheppard's  and  capt  Kingsbury's  corps ;  for 
which  the  said  pay -master  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  1000  dollars,  in  faTor  of  Mr.  E. 
Dyer,  upon  his  application ;  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  state  of 
Connecticut. 

lo  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claikns,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  iieut.  James  Berwick,  for  his  services  acting  as  judge- 
ToL.  U.  63 
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utvocate  at  &  con rt- martial  held  at  Lancaster,  fron  Fdnuy  At  ii\ 
March  the  SSd,  1778,  the  aum  of  S35  dollara,  and  fDrhiicipemanln 
town,  frum  March  the  29d  to  this  da;,  the  sum  of  30MUn,M^[f 
ther  the  aam  nf263  dollara; 

To  capt.  Ebenezer  Sulliran,  for  pay  fnnn  Jannarj  the  lit,  ITT, Mi 
1st  inst.  and  42  daya'  ratioos,  deducting  the  sum  of  190  doUninEnd 
from  major-EeDerat  Heath,  a  balaoce  of  494  dolUn : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accountb  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  thetreasary,  to  whom  the  case  of  capt  ILEdaw 
referred,  report,"  th&t  the;  have  examined  his  accotiDt  of  eiptMiiiif 
port  of  a  party  of  troops  commandedby  major  Sherbaro,  in  their  ninlt«^ 
John's  to  St.  Ann's,  amountineto  11  dollars,  and  considered  blca'ii 
dollars  of  public  money,  which,  by  affidavit,  be  declares  wtretiia^ 
him  by  the  enemy,  ana  are  of  opinion,  that  the  aaidsnms,  tonditr^o 
brther  sum  of  790  dollars,  makinE  in  the  whole,  lOII  dolW^' 
paid  (0  him,  ib  full  compensation  of  bis  services  and  sufferinciuibiVl 
the  troops  taken  by  the  enemy  at  the  Cedars,  in  Uay,  1776 1" 

Ordered,  That  ute  said  sum  be  paid.  I 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  &rther  report:  Vki^ 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  isjine  on  the  treasurer,  in  favor  rf&te 
del^ate  fmm  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for  the  sum  of  15U0  Mbv'- 
vauced  on  his  applicationj  and  that  the  same  b«  charged  to  the  lUti^ 
Carolina. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  comnittetiff>>'' 
confer  with  Mr.  Wadsworth,  and  after  deoate. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postpnt"'' 
committee  sent  to  camp  return. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whercsp^ 

Ordertd,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  aoO,000dcW>' 
of  William  Buchanan,  esq.  commissary-general  of  purchases, faik** 
the  middle  district;  the  said  commissary -general  to  be  accoislflk 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  after  debate, 

Ordertd,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  dte  M^* 
sen,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Henry. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dyer  have  leave  of  absence. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  and  one  of  March  the  S4tb,  fno  w 
Heath,  were  read.         • 
'  At^oumed  to  nine  o'  clock  to-morrow. 

SATUBDAY,  JprU  4,  1778. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  on  Monday  nest  Congress  be  n*'^ 
committee  of  the  whole  to  consider  the  situation  oi  the  aflairssTk*' 
SUtes: 

Whereupon,  it  was  moved,  that  the  consideration  of  this  mtHf^ 
poned  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nr—  '■"- •—• ' 


Lovell, 
ttitiae-iiautt  laz.  EUerv, 
CtmetUaO,         Mr.  Huntington 

Wolcott, 
JVn>-r«rJb,  Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 
M-n^Jrnts,        Ur.  CbA. 

So-it  was  resolved  in  the 
A  report  from  the  board  i 
Besdved,  That  Daniel  a 

shall  not  be  held  to  nuke  an 
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That  it  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  of  claims  to  settle  the  accounts 
of  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes  against  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  their 
contract : 

That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  directed  to  report  to  Congress 
such  an  allowance  per  ton  as  they  shall  deem  sufficient  to  ensure  a  reason- 
able profit  on  all  the  cannon  which  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes  have  cast» 
and  which  have.sustained  or  shall  sustain  due  proof,  as  well  those  that  have 
not,  as  those  that  have  been  delivered  according  to  contract : 

That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  authorized  to  enter  into  a  contract 
with  Messrs.  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes,  for  such  a  number  of  battering 
cannon  and  mortars,  and  such  quantity  of  shot  and  shells,  as  they  shaU 
deem  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  count  Pulaski's  corps,  was 
read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Dana. 

JResolvedy  That  the  15  men  inlisted  and  lately  broueht  to  Yorktown  by 
capt.  Scott,  be  annexed  to  col.  Hartley's  re^ment,  and  that  capt.  Scott  and 
the  subalterns  of  the  said  companv  be  dismissed. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  esq.  commissioner 
of  the  continental  loan -office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  favor 
of  the  marine  committee,  for  40,000  dollars ;  one  other  warrant  in  their 
favor  for  30,000,  dollars,  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  con- 
tinental loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut ;  and  one  other  warrant  for 
30,000  dollars  in  their  favor,  on  Nicholas  Oilman,  esq.  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  New-Hampshire ;  for  which  sums  the 
said  marine-committee  is  to  be  accountable,  the  same  being  advanced  on 
their  application  for  the  use  of  the  navy -board  in  the  eastern  department. 

Resolved,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the 
treasury  board,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
aa  the  emission  directed  on  the  5th  of  March  last,  be  numbered  from  the  last 
Dumber  of  each  respective  denomination  of  that  emission  progressively!  and 
consist  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


15,385  bills  of  2  dollars,  30,770 

15,3&5do    of  8  do  123,080 

15,385  do   of  30  do  461,550 


15,384  bills  of  3  dollars,  46,152 

15,384  do    of  4  do  61,536 

15,384  do    of  5  do  76,920 

15,384  do    of  6  do  92,304 

15,384  do    of  7  do  107,688  |  1,000.000 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hille^s,  esq.  and  of  the  inspec-% 
tors  of  the  press,  signers  and  printers  of  the  emission  directed  on  the  10th 
of  Mar  last,  shall  extend  to  the  one  million  to  be  emitted,  subject,  however, 
to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  the  board  of  treasury  may  judge 
expedient. 

The  committee  to  ivhom  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  referred, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resohedt  That  gen.  Washineton  be  empowered,  if  he  shall  deem  it  neces* 
sary,  to  call  upon  the  states  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  New-Jersey^ 
for  5000  of  their  militia,  in  such  proportions  from  the  respective  states  as 
he  shall  think  proper;  to  remain  in  service  for  such  time  as  general  Wash- 
ington shall  recommend ;  the  said  militia  to  be  armed  and  accoutred  by  the 
respective  states  to  which  they  belong,  to  whom  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
to  use  every  exertion  in  complying  with  the  general's  request. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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MONDAY,  JprilG,  1778. 

Whereas  col.  Hartley  has  represented,  that  it  will  be  nwwarliii 
'  public  service  that  he  snould  have  litwrt;  to  retaio  one  itf  tbetwtoai 
captain  Scott's  company  Tor  some  few  dajs  : 

Eesotvtd.  That  col.  Hartley  have  power  to  retain  the  uMtaB^fa 
he  shall  jodee  it  necessary  fur  the  public  service. 

Mr.Joseph  Reed,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  attended  in(iSife«- 

A  letter,  of  the  Sdj  from  major  Clark,  one  of  the  auditors  tiMmil 
the  camp  ;  one  of  this  day,  from  W.  Buchanan,  esti.  commisHrr-^i 
purchases ;  and  one  of  March  SOth,  from  Messrs.  Reed  asd  Uommi 
the  committee  at  camp,  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  Ist,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read ; 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  'tt  hernifBi 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  faTordfaWii 
Davis,  deputy  quarter-master  ^nera1,  for  50,000  (iollars.fwtbeBH 
department,  and  charged  to  major-gen.  Green,  quarter-master  pw 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasnrer  in  favor  of  the  cwanittsij 
merce,  for  2500  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay  adraught  ofUnn'*' 
son  and  Abraham  Livingston,  continental  agents  at  ChirlesMk* 
committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  lieutenanUa*'* 
for  the  sum  of  £Z6,068  dollars,  in  discharge  of  the  followiu  \iSkj»'. 
Tliomas  Reed,  aaaiatant  to  the  pay-master  general,  twooflh»»'* 
Thomas  Smith,  and  by  him  endorsed  to  the  said  J.  Peale,  i*^¥!! 
3d,  1778,  one  for  448S  doll^s,  and  one  for  8940.  amountin|tiq'|j 
lare ;  two  others  in  favor  of  the  said  James  Peale.  viz.  one  for  Sifc*^ 
for  9255  dollars,  making  12,646  dollars ;  the  whole  amountine  ttV* 
lars;  forwhichsum  the  pay-master  general  istobeaccuuntabre: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  lJd»■^• 
thier*general,  fur  50,000  dollars :  ,. 

That  another  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  e3t{.  comnuwW*? 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor tfAt** 
general,  for  100,000  dollars : 

That  another  warrant  issae on  Jos^h  Clark, esq.  comaiisuW^T 
tinontal  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  in  favor  of^jS 

gineral,  for  £0,000  dollars  ;  and  that  another  warrant  issne  »V 
ilman,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-ofSceintht^g 
Hampshire,  in  favor  of  the  clothier-general,  for  40,000  dollsiS|faS 
gums,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  210,000  dollars,  advanced  Mr 
of  his  department  ■■■'■■  ...  .  .■        .^  < 

liesolved.  That 
agent  in  Georgia, 
gress. 

The  committee 
spectjng  brigadiei 

Betolved,  Thai 
listed  and  muster 
^dier  with  the  fo 
including  the  con 

For  each  troopt 
breeches,  one  con 
■hoes,  one  pair  of 

For  each  troop, 
portmantle,  picke 
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The  leather  for  the  portmantle  and  pack-saddle  to  be  furoiahed  out  of  the 
public  stores,  by  order  of  the  board  of  war : 

That)  in  ortler  to  enable  brigadier  Pulaski  to  raise  and  equip  his  legion 
with  the  utmost  despatch,  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
advance,  on  the  application  of  the  board  of  war,  a  sum  of  money  not  exceed- 
ing 50,000  dollars,  to  be  bj  the  board  of  war  advanced,  from  time  to  time,  to 
bri^dier  Pulaski,  on  account  of  his  legion  : 

That,  if  anjr  of  the  states  in  which  bricadier  Pulaski  shall  recruit  for  his 
legion,  shall  give  to  persons  inlisting  in  the  same  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war,  the  bounty  allowed  by  the  state  in  addition  to  the  continental  boun- 
ty, the  men  so  furnished  not  being  inhabitants  of  any  other  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  credited  to  the  quota  of  the  state  in  which  they  shall  be  in- 
listed. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  26th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia  ;  one,  of  March 
the  20th,  from  Thurmer  Hoggard,  of  Princess  AUn,  Virginia;  and  one,  of 
March  the  20th,  from  Maxwell  and  Loyal,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  who  are  directed 
to  report  thereon.  ^ 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
vhole,  respecting  the  affairs  of  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  and,  after  some 
time  spent  thereon, 

Resolvedj  That  the  further  consideration  tliereof  be  postponed  till  to* 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Jjrril  7,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  31st,  from  the  commissioners  sent  to  Fort-Pitt,  with 
vundry  papers  enclosed ;  also,  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  from  col.  G.  Mor- 
gan, with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read : 

Amon^t  the  papers  enclosed  is  the  following  certificate,  signed  by  the 
commissioners : 

^  We,  the  commissioners  for  the  western  department,  acting  under  au- 
thority of  Coneress,  having,  in  obedience  to  our  instructions,  notice  being 
first  given  to  all  the  neighboring  counties,  proceeded  to  an  enquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  col.  George  Morgan,  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  and  continued  the 
same  by  adjournments  from  the  20th  to  tne  26th  inst  do,  after  the  clearest 
and  most  satisfactory  testimonies,  wholly  acquit  the  said  colonel  Geom 
Morgan  of  the  charges  against  him,  of  infidelity  to  his  public  trust,  and  dis- 
affection to  the  American  cause ;  and  we  testify  that  we  are  possessed  of  the 
knowledge  of  various  facts  and  circumstances,  evincing  not  only  his  attach- 
ment to  mat  cause,  but  also  an  uncommon  degree  of  diligence  in  discharging 
the  duties  of  his  employment,  and  of  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States ;  and  therefore  are  of  opinion  he  ought  to  be  restored  to  the  fullest 
confiMlence  of  his  country. 

SAMP.  MATTHEWS. 
GEO.  CLYMER, 
SAM.  M'DOWELL. 
PUMurgkj  JUdreh  27,  1778. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  the  commissioners  and  from  col.  G.  Mor- 
gan, with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  and  Mr.  Wolcott 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  and  one,  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Washington,  also  a 
letter  of  the  4th,  from  E.  Boudinot,  esq.  commissary -general  of  prisoners^ 
to  the  board  of  war,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  ThatShe  two  last  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tliree :  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr. Chase  and  Mr.  Duer. 
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CoogrMslookintoconsideratioD  the  letter  of  the  Sil,  fnagcBodVal 
iogton,  and  thereupon  cime  to  tlie  following  reiolutioM;  . 

Whereas,  capt.  Henrj  Lee,  of  the  light  drasoons,  br  tliewyttnrii 
his  conduct  during  the  Isst  cain[)aigD,  has  proveif  himselH  bnnaltidisi 
<^cer,  rendered  essential  service  to  his  countrr,  and  BU]uindliWi 
and  the  corps  he  commanded,  distinguished  honor;  aod  itbd^kiefef 
min&tion  uf  Congress  to  rewai'd  merit, 

Btsolvtd,  That  captain  H.  Lee  be  promoted  to  the  rank  limm- 
mndant;  that  he  be  empowered  to  augment  his  present  corpsbyaHl 
to  two  truaps  of  horse,  to  act  as  a  separate  corps : 

That  lieut.  Lindsey,  of  col.  Bland's  regiment,  who  serred  ia  ihlAwB 
in  capt.  Lee's  troop,  during  the  campaign,  be  promoted  totbenitrfif 
tain,  and  have  the  command  of  one  of  me  troops  under  niJH  Ltt: 

That  Cornet  Peyton,  serving  in  the  same  manner,  be  pnKBOlrittltii 
ofcaptain-lieut.  and  have  the  command  of  the  other  troop  antler inrl< 
That  the  other  ofBcers  be  appointed  b^  general  Wsitungton.UinK 
commissions  from  hitn  accordioglj. 

A  report  from  tlie  board  of  war,  relative  to  the  propriety  smI ui^i 
excmptins;  from  militia  duties  persons  employed  in  maau^clwitss'** 
business  for  the  public  service,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  toa  committee  of  three:  tkeiMria» 
sen,  Mr.  J.B.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr. Banister. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  dieleltsi*^ 
auditors  in  the  annv,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Hmulctd,  Tliat  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  detemiHl''' 
ber  of  clerks  that  may  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  for  as^i|^' 
difora  of  the  army. 

Congress  resumed  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  ^■' 
lowing  contract  or  instrument  was  agreed  to  : 

•'  'I^  all  whom  it  may  concern.     Whereas.  RoderiqTie  Hortilcit<^' 
Paris,  have  shipped,  or  caused  to  be  shipped  Or  laden,  on  board  tak^W 
or  vessels,  considerable  quantities  of  cannon,  arms,  ammaniti{Hi,clid^* 
other  stores,  most  of  which  have  been  safely  landed  in  Ametia.*'* 
vered  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States,  for  the  nse  and  serrict  A^' 
and  whereas,  the  said  Rodei-ique  Hortales  &Co.  are  willing  iwUv"' 
continue  supplying  these  states  with  cannon,  mortars,  bombs,  W*^ 
nition,  clutliing,  aod  every  sort  of  stores,  that  may  be  wantol  drf^" 
and  also  with  specie,  provided  satisfactory  assumption  be  made  *^}^ 
given  for  the  payment  in  France  of  the  first  cost,  charges  aod  &*i'^ 
cargoes  already  shippeil,  as  well  as  those  to  be  hereafter  shipped,  im^ 
to  be  advanced  :  and  whereas,  some  cargoes  of  Americao  produce  1^^ 
dy  been  shipped  to  the  address  d(  tlie  said  Roderiqoe  Hortales  &  0^ 
assigns,  for  sale  on  acaount  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  ut^ 
whereof  arc  to  be  applied  in  part  discharge  of  their  claims.    Novi^ 
that  John  Baptiste  Laiarus  'I'hevcneau  de  Francey, agent  of  PttBr_tfj* 
Caron  de  Dcaumarchais,  as  representative  of  the  house  of  the  said  li*'^ 
Hortales  &  Co.  by  him  esp 
effectually  in  alt  "things  on 
ney  or  instrument  of  wiitii 
one  thousand  seven  hundi 
annexed,  doth,  fur  and  on 
presented  by  Mr.  Beauma 
vested,  contract,  agree  and 
a  comrailtee  of  commerce, 
gates  of  the  United  States 
execute,  ratify  and  o     ' 
eutes,  as  follows : 
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1.  That  the  costs  and  ciiarges  of  the  several  cargoes  already  shipped  bj 
the  said  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  shall  be  fairlv  stated  at  the  current  prices 
and  usual  mercantile  ciiarges  in  France^  of  the  dates  at  which  thej  were 
shipped: 

2.  That  the  freight  of  the  said  cargoes  shall  be  charged  agreeablj  to  the 
contract  made  bj  and  between  Mr.  Beaumarchais  and  Mr.  Silas  Deane  and 
Mr.  Montieu : 

3.  That  dl  orders  for  cannon,  mcgrtars,  bombs,  arms,  ammunition,  clothing 
or  other  stores*  which  may  hereafter  be  transmitted  to  Messrs.  Roderique 
Uortales  &  Co.  or  delivered  to  their  agent  in  America  by  the  said  committee, 
or  any  other  persons  properly  authorized  bv  Congress  to  transmit  or  deliver 
such  lists  or  orders,  shall  be  executed  and  shipped  with  all  possible  despatch : 

4.  That  all  articles  to  be  hereafter  shipped  for  America,  in  virtue  of  this 
contract,  shall  be  provided  as  nearly  to  the  orders  as  possible,  at  not  higher 
than  the  current  prices,  and  attended  with  the  most  moderate  charees,  not 
higher  than  the  usual  mercantile  charges  of  the  place  from  wheftce  uiey  are 
exported : 

5.  That  good  ships  shall  be  chartered  or  bought  on  the  most  moderate 
terms  for  transporting  the  stores  to  America,  and  carrying  back  such  cargoes 
as  the  committees  shall  choose  to  ship  in  them : 

6.  That  agents  appointed  under  the  authority  of  Congress  shall  have  free 
liberty  to  inspect  the  quality  and  require  the  prices  of  all  articles  to  be 
shipped  for  the  account  of  the  United  States,  with  power  to  reject  such  as 
they  judge  unfit  or  too  high  charged  \  they  shall  alsooe  party  in  the  charters 
ana  purchases  of  ships  to  be  employed  in  this  service: 

7.  That  bills  on  tne  house  ot  Roderiaoe  Hortales  &  Co.  aforesaid,  for 
24,000,000  of  livres  tournois  annually,  snail  be  duly  honored  and  paid,  the 
bills  to  be  drawn  at  double  usance,  and  at  the  following  periods,  viz.  in  the 
months  of  May,  July,  September,  November,  January,  and  March,  for 
4,000,000  each  two  months. 

In  consideration  whereof,  the  said 
commercial  committee  of  Congress,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authorities 
to  them  delegated  by  the  Congress,  do,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  United 
States,  covenant,  agree,  and  engage  with  the  said  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co. 
by  their  agent,  as  follows  : 

1.  That  remittances  shall  be  made  by  exports  of  American  produce  and 
otherways  to  the  said  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  or  their  agent,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  discharging  the  debt  already  justly  due  or  nereafter  to  become 
justly  due  in  consequence  of  this  agreement : 

2.  That  all  cargoes  of  merchandise  shipped  on  account  of  the  United  States 
for  France,  and  appropriated  towards  the  discharge  of  the  said  debt,  shall 
be  addressed  to  the  house  of  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  or  their  assigns,  for 
sale ;  subject,  however,  to  the  inspection  and  control  of  an  agent  appointed 
under  the  authority  of  Congress,  who  shall  have  liberty  to  inspect  the  quality 
of  such  merchandise,  assent  to  or  reject  the  prices  offered,  postpone  the 
sales,  and  do  every  thing  for  the  interest  of  his  constituents : 

3.  That  the  customary  interest  of  France,  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  shall  be  allowed  on  the  debt  already  due,  or  that,  from  time  to 
time,  may  be  due  to  the  said  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  in  virtue  of  this 
agreement,  computing  the  interest  of  money  from  the  time  of  its  being  paid, 
and  on  goods  by  them  exported,  from  the  usual  periods  of  commercial  credits 
on  such  goods : 

4.  That  any  payments  of  continental  currency  in  America,  required  by  the 
said  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  or  their  agent,  and  a^ed  to  by  Congress, 
shall  be  computed  at  the  current  or  equitaole  course  ot  exchange  at  the  date 
of  the  payment,  and  interest  be  discounted  on  the  amount  from  that  date : 
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5.  That  the  remittances  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  extiimiidB^^ 
debt  now  due  or  to  become  due  to  the  said  Roderique  Hortala  &  C«.fb 
be  made  at  such  times  and  seasons  as  shall  be  roost  safe  unA  tmma^  ^ 
the  American  interest,  but  are  to  continue  until  the  entire  d^priaQJpilii 
interest,  shall  be  fuUj  and  (airlj  discharged  : 

6.  That  a  commission  of  2)  per  centum  shall  be  allowed  to  tkoiM- 
rique  Hortales  &  Co.  on  the  amount  of  the  invoices,  freight  oriitrdiije 
and  moneys  paid  and  disbursed  bj  them  on  account  of  the  Ueitii^: 

7.  That  the  customary  commissions  in  France  shall  be  a1»  Mie 
said  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  on  the  amount  of  all  pajmeotiBiieii^ 
on  account  of  the  United  States : 

Provided,  always,  That  the  scTentii  article  g(  this  agreeneotiie^ 
the  annual  supply  of  24,000,000  of  livres,  shall  not  be  conaderdiii^ 
lutely  bindine  upon  either  of  the  parties  to  thb  contract,  oaletttkaa 
fthali  be  retyped  by  Roderique  HorUes  &  Co.  and  the  comnissHna)^' 
United  States  at  raris;  for  which  purpose  it  is  ag;reed  to  be  soliU* 
tliem,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithsttndiogik^^' 
nevertheless  to  be  understood,  that  the  United  States  maj  asdiUiP- 
liberty  to  draw  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  months  from  thediteM# 
the  said  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  for  the  sum  of  £  I00fi00%ix^¥ 
to  2,300,000  livres  tournois,  which  shall  be  duly  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  t>e.  and  they  are  knif<^ 
powered  to  execute  the  foregoing  contract  or  instrument,  onbMy^ 
United  States  of  America,  and  that  they  make  report,  from  time  tiSK'' 
their  proceedings  therein. 

In  debating  the  foregoing  contract,  a  motion  wasmade  tostrikei^ 
ty-four,'*  and  insert  "  forty -eight,*'  and  the  yeas  and  nays  bciif^ 


Maua^stU'Ba^,  Mr.  Geny, 

Dana, 


Bhode-Jtland, 
C^tmecUctU, 

J^Pe-w-Jersey, 
JPermsyhania, 


Lovell, 
Mr.  EUeiy, 
Mr.  Huntmgton, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Scudder, 
Mr.  Hoberdeau, 

Reed, 

Smith, 


Maiyiand, 


Virgifdn, 
•V.-Caro&'mi, 


Mr.  Chase, 
Forbes 

Mr.  F.  L.  L«i 
Mr.  Buike^ 
lifr.  LamenSi 
UrvfUm 


I- 


Georgia^  Mr.  Lai^vod^  '^ 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  . 

It  was  then  moved  to  strike  out  twenty -four,  and  insert  ihirtj* 
yeas  and  nays  being  required. 


Matta*ttU-£aif,  Mr.  Geny, 

Dana, 


RhodC'Ttland, 
CormecHcut, 

^ew-Tork, 
JVew^er9ey, 

Petmsylvama, 


Lovell, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
Mr.  Hunting;ton, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Scudder, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Reed, 

J.  B.  Smith, 


ay\ay 
no  J 

"*  > 

no} 

no>  no 
no 


no 


div. 


] 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 

^.'CaroUnOf 

Sm'CtBro&tn, 

Georgia^ 


\ 


Mr.  Chase, 

Fotbe^ 

Heniy 
)fr.F.L.Lee,  •' 
Mr.  Bnite^  »  * 
Mr.  I^aurcB^      •> 

Mr.  Langworthf, »» 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Copy  of  the  power  given  to  John  Baptiste  Lazarus  Th#veBe«  * "' 
cey  is  as  follows : 
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If  ■  ■' 

**  Before  the  counsellors  of  the  kiiur^  the  notaries  of  the  court-hoase  of 
Paris,  undersigned,  was  present,  Mr.  Pierre  Au^stin  Caron  de  Beaomar- 
chais,  representing  in  France  the  house  of  Rodenque  Hortales  &  Co.  living 
in  the  city  of  Pans,  in  Old  Temple-street,  and  parish  of  St.  Gervais,  who^ 
by  these  presents,  did  make  and  constitute  his  procurator-general,  Mr.  John 
^aptiste  Lazarus  Theveneau  de  Francey,  just  about  to  embark  for  Ame- 
rica, to  whom  he  gives  power,  for,  and  in  the  name  of  the  said  house  of  Ro- 
derique  Hortales  &  Co.  to  manage  and  administer  all  the  affairs  of  the  said 
house  &  COk  as  well  actively  as  passively ;  and,  in  consequence,  to  solicit 
and  recover  all  debts  relative  to  all  the  ciirgoes  past,  present,  and  future,  sent 
by  the  said  house,  to  America ;  to  receive  all  moneys  and  make  all  purchases 
relative  to  the  returns  of  the  said  cargoes,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  relative 
to  them ;  to  settle  all  accounts  with  correspondents  of  the  said  house  of 
Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  whether  upon  invoices  or  otherwise ;  to  call,  if 
necessary,  for  the  reciprocal  correspondence,  registries  and  accounts  car- 
rent;  to  debate  the  interest  of  said  Constituent  &  Co.  to  allow  the  arti- 
cles in  the  said  accounts;  to  close  and  settle  them,  and,  by  receipts  of  every 
kind,  to  give,  by  the  said  constituted  procurator,  all  quittances,  discharges, 
and  valid  liquidations,  either  for  specie,  merchandise,  or  produce ;  and  to 
accept  all  bills  and  orders  drawn  by  him ;  in  default  or  refusal  of  settle- 
ment, and  after  settlement  made,  to  do,  in  the  name  of  the  said  Constituent 
&  Co.  all  conservatory  acts,  pursuits,  and  necessary  works ;  to  appear  be- 
fore all  judges  who  may  be  concerned  ;  to  present  demands,  and  pursue 
them  effectually  to  final  judgment ;  to  treat,  compose,  and  transact  at  the 
prices,  charges,  clauses,  and  conditions  which  the  said  constituted  procurator 
shall  judge  most  useful  to  the  interest  of  the  said  Constituent  &  Co.  to  make  all 
oppositions  and  arrests  that  shall  be  necessary  in  case  of  bodily  restraint ;  to 
carry  it  into  execution  ;  to  give  discharge ;  to  consent  to  all  things ;  to  stop 
processes;  to  constitute  procurators  and  lawyers  in  any  cause ;  to  prcmose 
and  agree  to  arbitrations  and  arbiters ;  to  choose  his  residence ;  andf,  in 
ffenerd,  to  manage,  tor  the  greatest  interest  of  the  said  Constituent  and  his 
house,  whatever  circumstances  shall  require,  not  provided  for  in  these  pre- 
sents, and  without  having  need  of  more  special  power ;  the  aforesaid  Oon-^ 
stituent  promising  to  acKUowledge  all  agreeable,  untU  revocation  of  this 
power ;  to  which  also  shall  be  submitted,  all  treaties  made,  or  to  be  made, 
with  the  said  constituted  procurator,  whether  anterior  or  posterior  to  these 
presents ;  and  the  said  constituted  procurator  being  obliged,  as  is  just,  to 
render  account  of  his  mission  the  most  exactly,  faithfully,  and  l^ally,  that 
may  be.    Made  and  passed  at  Paris,  at  the  Studies,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  the  tenth  of  September,  and  a  minute 
of  these  presents  lodged  with  Mir.  Momet,  one  of  the  undersigned  notaries, 
Jbath  been  signed : 

'*  PL.  S.]  Sealed  the  same  day ;  ««  DE  M ANFORT. 

•<  MOMET. 

'« The  above  instrument  was  executed  by  a  public  oflicer  in  mv  presence. 

"  S.  DllANE.^* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  AprU  8,  irzS. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gen.  Green,  quarter-master  general ;  one,  of  the 
rtb,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris,  at  Manheim  ;  ope,  from  the  war-office  in  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, dated  £6th  of  March  ;  and  one,  of  March  d7th,  from  R.  T.  Paine, 
Oliver  Ellsworth,  and  Henry  Marchant,  esqrs.  commissioners  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  against  Rhode-Island, 
were  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  the  war-office  of  MassachuseUs-Qav,  be  re- 
Voi..n.  64 
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ferred  to  a  committee  of  three :  th^  members  chosen,  Mr»  Dana,  Mr.  Burke, 
and  Mn  Chase. 

-  Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Messrs.  Paine,  Ellsworth,  and  Marchant* 
with  the  examinations  bj  them  taken,  which  accompany  the  letter,  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Drajton,  Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  representation  from  the  legislative  council  and  assembly  of  New-Jersej, 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Dana,  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  proceedings  of  a  conTention  of 
committees  of  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  &c.  to  Pennsylvania,  inclnsive, 
together  with  a  letter  of  the  SOth  of  January  last,  from  Thomas  Coshing, 
esq.  president  of  the  convention,  and  sundry  resolutions  of  the  19th  of  De* 
cesnber  last,  from  the  state  of  North-Can^ina,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

Coneress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  col.  Wadsworth,  and  after  debate, 

Mesolved,  That  the  same  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr. 
Dana  be  added  to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  report,  and  that  the 
committee  be  directed  to  confer  farther  with  Mr.  Wadsworth. 

jResolved,  That  the  officers,  prisoners  to  the  United  States,  who  are  order- 
ed to  Lancaster  hj  the  commissary  of  prisoners,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
exchanged,  be  detained  at  Lancaster  till  the  farther  order  of  Congress, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'ctock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  ^pril  9,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  March  34th,  from  Richard  Varick,  deputy  mustM'-master  ge- 
neral in  the  northern  department,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  rectifying 
and  preventing  the  abuses  mentioned  in  the  said  letter. 

Resolved,  That  Saturday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideratioB 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  Congress  removing  to  some  more  suitable 
place,  where  the  members  can  be  accommodated  and  the  pulriic  bunness 
traasacfted  with  more  convenience  than  at  York-town. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims^  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Dayton,  for  his  attendance  and  medi- 
cine for  34  prisoners  of  war,  who  were  under  his  care,  by  order  of  brigadier 
Maxwell,  the  sum  of  21 1  27.90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Thata  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  M<?lel- 
land,  for  the  use  of  col.  Greorge  Morgan,  for  4000  dollars,  to  ans^vcr  a  reqai- 
sition  from  brigadier  Hand,  for  building  armed  boats  on  the  Ohio ;  col.  Mor- 
gan to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  col.  Johrt  Cox,  assistant 
quarter-master  general,  for  the  sum  of  1,250,000. dollars,  for  the  use  of  the 
quarter-master  general's  department :  that  another  warrant  issue  on  Thomas 
Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office,  in  the  "state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  favor  of  the  said  col.  John  Cox,  for  the  sum  of  500,000  dollar^, 
for  the  use  of  the  same  department ;  and  that  both  the  foregoing  sams, 
amounting  to  1,550,000  dollars,  be  charged  to  major-general  Green,  quarter- 
master general,  who  is  to  be  accoantable : 
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That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  ^pol.  John  Cox,  for  33,000 
dollars,  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  a  quantity  of  dried  clams,  which  he  wa^ 
re<]ue8ted  to  purchase  bj  the  committee  of  Congress  at  oamp,  and  that 
WUliam  Buchanan,  eso.  commissary-general  of  purchases,  be  cnarged  with 
the  same,  and  furnished  with  a.copy  of  this  order. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Benjfunin 
Tupper,  of  March  19th  last,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

iesolved.  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  transmitted  to  Isaac  Smitli, 
Ebenezer  Stover  and  William  Philips,  esqrs.  of  Boston,  who  are  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  marine  committee,  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts 
of  prizes  with  the  agents  appointed  by  gen.  Washington,  &^.  and  to  require 
the  said  aeents  to  jiay  the  several  proportions  justly  due  to  the  captors,  &c. 

The  said  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Thurmer  Hoggard, 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Jiesolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Maxwell  and  Loyal,  superinten- 
dents, and  to  David  Stoddard,  master-builder  of  the  continental  frigates, 
bttildiog  in  Vii^nia,  to  consider  and  report  their  opinion  to  the  marine  com- 
mittee, whether  an  allowance,  and,  if  any,  what  allowance  should  be  made 
to  Thurmer  Hogsard,  for  the  frame  furnished  by  him  for, one  of  the  said  fri-* 
gates,  over  and  above  the  price  originally  stipulated,  and  in  like  manner  to 
consider  and  report  their  opinion  with  r|^ra  to  the  frame  of  the  other  fri- 

fate  agreed  to  be  furnishea  by  Thomas  Taibut,  deceased,  to  whom  .the  said 
IcMEKard  is  executor. 

Toe  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Wadswopth^  and  to  whom 
their  former  report  was  re-committed,  brought  in  another  report;  Whereupon, 

The  followinff  questions  were  moved : 

'  1.  Whether  Mr.  Wadsworth,  for  discharging  the  duties  of  commissary- 
general  of  purchases,  shall  be  allowed  half  per  cent,  on  all  the  moneys  which 
shall  be  by  him  received  and  expanded  for  the  use  of  his  department  ?  / 

2.  Whether  the  deputy-commissaries  to  be  appointed  by  Mr.  Wadsworth^ 
shall  be  allowed  half  per  cent,  on  all  moneys  bv  them  respectively  received 
and  paid  to  the  purchasing  commissaries  undfer  tiiem  in  their  respective 
districts  ? 

5.  Whether  the  purchasing  commissaries  shall  be  allowed  two  per  cent. 
f«»r  the  moneys  which  shall  be  by  them  respectively  received  and  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  the  army,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  Mr* 
Wadsworth  or  his  deputies  ? 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  on  these  questions  severally : 


MfU9a*ttt9-Bayt  Mr.  Dana, 

Geny, 


Hhodk'Itlandf 
Connecticut^ 


I^entutfhHMta, 


Lovell, 
Mr.  EUerjr 
Mr.  Huntington, 

Wolcoftt, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Reed, 

J.  B.  Smith, 


7 


ay 

ay 

ay, 
ay 

ay 
ay 
ayy 

no  yno 
no  S 


Maryland^ 


Virpma, 

^.'CaroSna, 

S^'CaroUnOf 

Georgia^ 


Mr.  Chase, 
Forbes, 
Heiuy, 
yiii.  Banister, 
Mi*.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laorent, 
Draytoa, 


ay)     • 
ay\  ay 

ay) 
ay 

no 

ay 

ay 


}mo 
\ay 


BIr.  Laogvorthy,  ay  }ay 


So  they  were  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissary-general  of  purchases, 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  esq.  was  unanimously 
elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  ^pril  10,  1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  ^»  from  capt.  James  Nicholson^  to  the  marine  committees 
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wuread,  iuforming  them  of  tlie  Iota  of  the  Vti^sU  frigklc.  ontbtSln^ 
March : 

Orderetf ,  That  itbr  referred  toth«  comnlttee  of  intelKguice. 

A  letter,  of  Ihi>  da;,  from  W.  BachaDan,  late  commtssaij-gacnl  m 
read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  lettA-,  of  the  8th,  from  brigadier  Sroallwood,  with  svndnr  Mti- 
closed,  relative  to  the  taking  iDto  custody  Thomis  White  asd  CKmh- 
don,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  ('ongreai,  vaa  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referr^  to  a  committee  of  three :  Ac  mata 
chosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Heed  and  Mr.  Draytwi. 

Betolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  caofer  wi&W.lt 
chanan,  esq.  re  spec  ting  his  continuance  in  office.untilcol.  WadswarAaid' 
to  enter  on  the  DUBiness;  themembera  choeen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Sntinai 
Mr.  Chase. 

The  committee  on  the  tmsnr;  brought  in  a  report ;  Wherespta, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Joseph  Borden,  eeq.  coauuHV 
the  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Ncw-Jersej,  in  favor  of  that  state,  ivWK 
dollars,  advanced  fur  the  purpose  of  paying  their  milifia;  the  uidaa* 
be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favorof  the  delegatesafAt» 
of  Vir^nia,  for 33,333  l-3d  dollars,  to  be  by  themtransBitted  tokis^ 
lency  Patrick  Henry,  to  reimburse  £  10,000,  Virginia  cnnencr,  *W* 
advanced  for  purchuing  provisions  for  the  grand  army;  the  said  ibK>'' 
accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasnrer  in  favor  of  Hoses  ^"'^^'i 
pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  15,000  dollan;!^* 
which  is  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenaea  of  bailding  IsB*^ 
Susquehanna,  and  5000  towards  paying  off  col. Rawling^oldregiHA" 
charged  to  JoHeph  Nourse,  pay -master,  who  is  to  account  for  the  ^:. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  in  answer  to  gefc  Wilit 
ton's  letter  of  the  4th,  brought  in  adrau^t,  whidl  was  read. 

Four  o'otooK,  P.  M. 
Congress  took  into  consideration  the  draught  of  a  letter  in  annmkp 
Waahington's  letter  of  the  4th,  and  some  progress  being  nude  thsdfc 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY.  JprU  U,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd.  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  T«ad,  c*^^^ 
structions  to  Mr.  Hawkins,  whom  he  naa  appointed  toparchaaei*** 
and  meat  for  the  army:  ^| 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  toa  committoeof  three:  tbc^"^ 
chosen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Reed  have  leave  of  absence  forafo>wdaT«>  t**^ 
his  family  to  a  place  o 

Ordered,  That  col. 
puty  to  attend  Congre 
horses,  and  proper  pc 
from  each  member  his 

Ordered,  That  Mr. 


A  letter,  of  the  Sd, 
A  letter,  of  the  3d, 
was  read : 
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41.666  of  7  dollars,  291,662 

41.667  of  6    do.     250,002 
41,666  of  5    do.     208,330 


5,000.000 


Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  March  SOth,  from  col.  Thomas  Dyer,  was  read,  repeating  his 
request  to  have  leave  to  resign  his  commission  on  account  of  his  indisposition : 

Ordertdj  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  bill  drawn  by  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance  was  presented  to  Con^ss 
for  payment : 

Oraeredj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Resolved^  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  commerce: 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broueht  in  a  report ;  IVhereupon, 

B/eaolwA,  That  five  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of  credit,  on 
tiie  faiA  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  number  and  denominations  of  the  Mils  be  as  follows : 

41,667  of  40  dollars,  1,666,680    41,666  of  7  dollars,  291,662    41,667  of  4  doDan,  166,668 
41,667  of  30    do.      1,250,010 
41,666  of  20    do.        833,320 
41,666  of  8    do.       333,328 

That  new  cuts  be  used  for  striking  off  and  printing : 

That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows : 

« No.  Dollars.  4 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  ^  Spanish  milled  dollars,  or 

the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  silver,  according  to  a  resolution  passed  by  Con- 
gress, at  York,  April  lltli,  1778.'» 

That  each  denomination  or  class  of  bills  be  numbered  from  number  one 
progressively : 

That  the  thirteen  United  States  be  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills 
of  credit  now  ordered  to  be  emitted : 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  and  of  the  inspec- 
tors of  the  press,  signers  and  printers  of  the  last  emission,  shall  extend  to 
the  said  five  millions  now  emitted,  subject,  however,  to  such  directions  and 
instructions  as  the  board  of  treasury  may  judge  expedient. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  farther  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine 
committee,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  be  transmitted  to  William  Smith,  esq.  at 
Baltimore,  for  the  purchase  of  flour  and  iron  for  the  use  of  the  navy  in  the 
eastern  department. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  same  com- 
mittee, for  800  dollars,  in  part  payment  of  wages  due  Daniel  Stoddard,  mas- 
ter builder  of  the  frigates  in  Virginia. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY, -i/irt/  13, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  March,  and  one  of  the  3d  of  April,  from  William 
Aylett,  enclosings  letter  of  the  1st,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  die  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  gen.  Washinjcton,  enclosing  extracts  of  letters 
from  cen.  Putnam,  gen.  M^Dougall,  and  col.  Shreves,  was  read : 

Oraered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  brigadier  Small- 
wood,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to 
prepare  a  letter  to  the  state  of  Delaware,  acauaintin^  them  of  the  grounds 
on  which  Congress  proceeded  in  their  late  order  to  brigadier  Small  wood,  to 
Thomas  White^  Charles  Gordon,  &c. 
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Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  forthwith  to  emploj  prope** 
persona  accurately  to  examine  the  river  Susquehanna  aud  its  several  foras* 
from  the  mouth  to  Harris's  Ferrj,  and  to  report  their  opinioa  to  the  board, 
which  of  the  fords  it  would  be  most  advisable*  to  secure,  and  which  whollv 
to  obstruct,  and  at  whet  places  the  boats  on  the  river  can  be  bestsecored ; 
and  the  board  are  directed  to  give  the  necessary  orders,  and  take  the  most 
effectual  measures  to  secure  the  several  passes  and  fords  on  the  riverj  aod  to 
procure  a  survey  ofOctorara,  Pequea  and  Ck>ne8tpga  creeks. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electinga  secretary  to  the  Vxiard 
of  war  and  ordnance. 

Resolved^  That  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  in  France  be  aa- 
thorized  to  determine  and  settle  with  the  house  of  Roderique  Hortalea  &Co. 
the  compensation,  if  any,  which  should  be  allowed  them  on  all  merchamlise 
and  warlike  stores,  shipped  by  them  for  the  use  otthe  United  States,  preiriooi 
to  the  14th  day  of  April,  1778,  over  and  above  the  commission  allowed  them 
in  the  6th  article  of  the  proposed  contract  between  the  .committee  <tf  com- 
merce and  John  Baptiste  Lazarus  Theveneau  de  Francey* 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  draught  of  a  letter  in  answer  to 
a  letter  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  some  progress  being  made 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  pos^mned  to  the  aftn-- 
noon. 

Four  o^clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Richard  Hutson,  a  delegate  from  South- Carolina,  attended  and  took 
his  seat :  - 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  to  whom  weVe  referred  the  letter  from  col. 
Hartlevy  and  representation  from  the  board  of  war,  report  a  resolution  of  the 
general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  granting,  .agreeably  to  the  proposal  of 
Congress,  permission  to  col.  Hartley  to  inlist  men  for  his  battalion  vitHua 
that  state,  and  allowing  the  men,  so  recruited,  the  bounty  granted  bj  the  state 
to  soldiers  inlisted  for  their  regiments^  the  men  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of 
the  quota  of  the  said  state. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  conduct  of 
l>usiness  in  Congress, >brought  in  a  repoi*t. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  ofthe  letter  in  answer  to  gen.  Wash- 
ington's letter  of  the  4th,  and  sundry  amendments  being  made,  the  letter  was 
approved : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  made  out,  and  that  the  same  be  aig;ned  by  (ho 
president,  and  transmitted  to  the  eeneral. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  it  be  oeclared  in  the  letter  that  Congress  cannot 
consent  to  any  exchange  on  parole,  and  have  therefore  ordered  the  officers  in 
our  hands  to  wait  the  settlement  of  a  general  cartel ; 

Ttie  yeas  and  nays  being  required. 


i 


no 
no 
no 

oy 

tifi 

no 

no  }no 

no 

no 


no 

9 
no 


} 


no 


J\r.' Carolina, 
S.  Carolina, 

Gtorgia, 


Mr.  Chase, " 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

DiaylxMi, 
Mr.  lAn^oirthy, 


Muta'tto-Bay,  Mr.  Dana, 

Gerry, 

Lovell, 
Rhode-Iolami,    Mr.  EUeiy, 
ConnecUeut,      Mr.  Huntington, 
J^eW'Tork,        Mr.  Duer, 
J^TetthJertey,      Mr.  Scudder, 
JPemuyhania,   ^Ir.  J.  B.  Smith, 

James  Smith, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  prisoners  who  are  detained  at  Lancaster,  be  sent  for- 
ward, agreeably  to  the  orders  given  by  the  commissary-general  of  prisoneis. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY,  Jipril  14,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th^  from  the  board  of  war,  enclosiDg  suodrj  affidavits  re- 
lative to  the  flag  stopped  at  Lancaster,  was  read  : 

Ordered^,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ;  the  mem« 
bers  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from  gen.  Howe 
to  gen.  Washington,  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committea  to  the  foregoing  committee : 

A  memorial  from  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  forta 
built  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland  and  provisions  laid  up  there,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  coibmittee  appoint- 
ed to  confer  with  Mr.  Wadsworth  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary-genertft  of  purchases  have  full  power  to 
appoint  and  remove  0very  officer  in  his  department : 

That  the  commissary -general  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  service  roaj 
require,  visit  the  armies  and  posts  of  the  United  States,  and  be  subject  to  the 
oraers  of  tiie  commander  in  chief : 

That  the  commissary-general  shall  not  be  obliged  to  reside  at  the  place 
where  Congress  sit,  but  ne  shall  there  keep  an  (%ce,  to  which  all  general 
returns  in  nis  department  shall  be  made,  and  which  shall  be  under  the  in- 
spection and  direction  of  the  board  of  war ;  every  officer  necessary  to  that 
office  being  daily  allowed  one  ration  of  provisions,  office  rent,  fire-wood» 
candles,  paper,  wax,  wafers  and  quills,  being  furnished  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  states : 

That  the  commissary -general,  or  his  clerk  at  the  office  of  general  returns, 
sbali  receive  from  the  treasury,  by  warrant  in  the  usual  manner,  all  sums  of 
money  necessarv  for  the  service  of  his  department,  and  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  one  half  per  cent,  on  all  sums  by  nim  paid  to  the  depatj-commissa- 
ries-eeneral  for  the  public  service,  who,  in  their  respective  districts,  shall 
furnish  the  necessary  sums  of  money  to  the  purchasing  commissaries  in 
such  districts :  each  deputy  commissary -general  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
one  half  per  cent,  upon  all  sums  of  money  by  him  paid  to  the  purchasing- 
comniissaries  in  his  district ;  and  also  tiiree  rations  of  provision  when  m 
camp:  each  purchasing-commissary  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  commis- 
sion, not  exceeding  two  per  cent,  upon  all  sums  of  money  by  him  laid  out 
in  the  discharge  of  his  office :  and  the  commissary -general  and  his  deputies 
shall  be  allowed  forage  for  their  horses,  when  at  any  post  where  there  is 
forage  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  their  horses  shod 
at  any  shop  belonging  to  the  United  States : 

That  money  for  the  use  of  the  commissary-eeneral's  department,  shall  be 
transmitted  from  the  commissary-general's  office  to  the  respective  deputy 
commissaries-general,  and  expresses  sent  on  the  necessary  business  of  that 
demirtment  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  several  states  to  ex- 
empt from  militia  duties  all  persons,  who  are,  bona  fide,  engaged  in  the  com- 
missary-general's department : 

That  the  commissary -general  shall  appoint  an  assistant  to  reside  at  head- 
quarters, under  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief:  the  assistant  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  a  daily  pay  of  five  dollars,  an  allowance  of  rations^ 
two  for  himself  and  one  for  his  servant,  forage  for  two  horses,  which  shall  be 
shod  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  commissary -general,  the  deputy  commissaries-general,  and  the 
purchasing-commissaries  respectively,  snail  provide  teams  and  drivers  lor 
transporting  provisions  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  when  teams 
and  drivers  lor  such  services  cannot,  in  due  time,  be  obtained  from  the 
quarter -master  general*;^  department : 
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That  thecnmmi»sar/-gener&)  ihall  usipi  to  the  aereral  parckuugci 
missBries,  their  respective  diatricts  for  the  sphere  of  their  pnrGbnH,iitt 
which  they  ihall  not  make  aojr  purchase  for  the  United  Statct,  urin 
'wfaich  thejr  shall  give  tinj  encouragemcDt  for  the  bringing  any  i  wnliiii 
from  any  other  purchasing-commissary'R  district,  nnless  thenti  esfH^_ 
authorized  by  the  commissary-geaeral  or  deputy  commisssrj-gwa/if  de 
district : 

That  each  purchasing -commissary,  npon  his  entrance  iotoiiB^^ 
take  an  oath  before  some  magistrate,  "  that  he  will  not  directly  axidRdf 
take  anr  measure,  nor  cause  or  cuuntenaDce  any  to  be  taken,  ti  tmit 
price  of  any  articles  within  the  view  of  the  coumiMary-geocnlH  k^- 
ment;  that  he  will  use  his  best  skill  and  judgment  in  purchasi^a^ 
most  reasonable  terms,  on  account  of  the  United  Statca,  and  tbu  k  rf 
give  to  the  commissary -general,  fr^m  time  to  time,  the  earliest  iaftnua 
of  such  frauds  and  abuses  in  his  department  as  shall  come  ta  Us  koMlc^:' 
and  the  affidavit  so  taken  shall  be  returned  to  the  purchasing-coBHo^' 
general,  and  by  him  lodzed  in  the  war-office : 

That  all  persons  in  the  commissary-general's  department  ahall  ik  A 
of  parcel!  for  all  the  articles  by  them  respectively  purchued,  recdisfriE 
the  monies  by  tJiem  respectively  paid,  and  receipts  for  alt  articlet  mnl< 
to  be  produced  as  necessary  voucfiers  at  their  several  settlemetttt: 

That  the  purchasing-commissaries  shall  make  monthly  retnnu  tidekp 
tr  commissaries -general  of  their  respective  districts,  of  tfa«rpacta»a 
dieprices  paid,  and  shall  settle  their  accounts  once  in  sis  moDthi: 

Tnat  the  deputy  commissaries-general  shall,  once  in  every  lai  wfc 
make  their  returns  to  the  commissary -general's  office  of  general  RtoMi' 
shall  settle  their  accounts  at  that  office  whenever  required  to  A*tf^ 
commissary -general : 

That  every  three  months  the  commissary-general  shall  renderHt^p 
an  account  ot  his  receipts  and  expenditure),  and  every  nine  mwihifN 
of  the  general  returns  of  his  department,  and  such  account  and  *Hi^ 
be  returned  at  such  other  times  as  Congress  shall  require : 

That  all  former  regulations  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  d^aitaoi* 
the  commissary -general  of  purchases,  which  interfere  with  te  f*^ 
resolutiont,  be  repealed. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Eovemor  Henry,  of  Vi«pi» 
gether  with  a  contract  made  by  him  with  Mr.  Hawkins  for  the  pn*' 
cattle,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Mesoloed,  That  Mr.  Hawkins  proceed  to  purchaiw  beef,  cattle  m'^ 
agreeably  to  his  contract  with  gov.  Henrv ;  and  that  Mr.  AyW^* 
deputy  commissary-general  of  purchases,  be  desired  to  continHl^* 
tJie  remainingdutiesof  his  office,  ui 
shall  give  further  orders  with  resp< 
worth  be  directed  to  transmit  moi 
Mr.  Hawkins  to  go  on  with  his  pu 
The  committee  to  whom  was  i 
'Washington,  brought  in  a  report, ' 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  coi 

morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-m' 

WBDNESn 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  Mr. 

-Swanwick,  were  read ; 

0»*r«d,  That  they  be  referred 
The  committee  on  the  treaanry 
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Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issae  od  the  treasurer  in  faYor  of  the  commit- 
tee of  coininerce.  for  5231  83-90  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  paj  a  bill  for 
that  snm  drawn  on  them  bj  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance ;  the  sAid  com- 
mittee to  be  accountable, 

Hesolved,  That  George  Campbell,  esq.  be  appointed  a  manager  of  tile 
United  SUtes'  lottery. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report  respecting  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  new  board  of  treasury,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  committee  appomted  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  state  of  Delaware, 
brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read»  amended,  and  agreed  to: 

Orderedj  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  made  out  and  signed  by  the 
president,  and  transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  state  of  Delaware. 

Besolvedf  That  Coneress  approve  of  brieadier  Smallwood's  conduct  in 
apprehending  Thomas  White  and  Charles  uordon,  by  virtue  of  their  order 
or  the  26th  of  March  last. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report 
terms  io  be  offered  to  such  foreign  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
king  of  Great-Britain,  as  shall  quit  that  service  and  choose  to  become  citi- 
zens of  any  of  the  United  States  of  America :  the  members  chosen,  Mr- 
Chase,  Mr.  Dana,  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  president  and  council  of  the  said 
state  for  the  sum  of  20,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  put  into  the  hands  of  proper 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  horses  in  the  said  state,  for  the  use  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  Thomas  Reed,  assistant  pay -master  general,  to 
discharee  gen.  Washington's  draug;ht  on  William  Palfrey,  pay-master  gene- 
ral, in  tavor  of  Clement  Biddle,  commissary-general  of  forage,  for  10,666  2«3 
dollars ;  dated  at  camp,  the  21st  of  January  last : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan -office  in  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  John'Gibson,  auditor-general,  for  the  sum  of 
61,63 1|  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  residue  of  a  warrant  drawn, 
on  him  by  the  president  of  Congress,  dated  the  14th  of  September  last,  in 
favour  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the 
sum  of  200,000  dollars. 

Four  o^clook,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Carroll,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

Conjrress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
gen.  Washington's  letter  of  the  10th:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  sen.  Gates  be  directed  forthwith  to  repair  to  Fishkill,  on 
Hudson's  river,  and  take  the  command  of  all  troops  which  now  are,  or  shall 
be  collected  and  stationed  at  the  posts  on  that  river,  and  in  the  whole  north- 
em  department;  and  immediately  take  effectual  measures  to  secure  the 
communication  with  the  eastern  states,  bv  maintaining  the  possession  of 
Hudson's  river ;  and  for  that  purpose,  that  \ie  be  empowered  to  provide  such 
a  number.of  gallies,  gun-boats,  fire-rafts,  chains,  cassoons,  and  cheyaux-de- 
frize,  and  erect  such  fortifications  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  taking  care 
that  the  fortifications  be  not  too  extensive,  and  also  to  carry  on  operations 
against  the  enemy  if  any  favorable  occasion  should  offer : 

I'hat  to  enable  him  to  carry  into  execution  the  purpose  aforementioned, 
sen.  Gates  be  authorized  to  call  for  militia  and  artificers  from  the  states  of 
Vol.  IL  65 
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New- Vork,  Connecticut,  Masuchasettfl-BiT,  and  New-HinpituitjH 
caie  the  enemy  afiall  evaconte  Rhode -Island,  fnnn  that  alite  ibt;  udi 
hereby  earnestlj  recommended  to  the  said  atatea,  to  alTanl  cnrj  wM 
ia  their  power,  aa  well  in  sending  forth  their  militia  in  nchnu^u'i 
Buch  time,  ugen.  Gates  shall  uiink  proper,  at  in  fiarnistuDg  mifcn ■ 
terials  and  other  necessaries  for  fortifying  and  obatnicting  tntafrilff' 

That  gen.  Gktes  be  directed,  from  time  to  time,  to  alTonl  ertt]*^ 
in  hia  power  in  forwarding  the  draughts  and  other  reinforc»BUtW 
for  the  main  army. 

Btsolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepsn  *^^ 
iDstniotions  to  major-general  Gates :  the  members  chosen,  Hr.  &l">^ 
Mr.  Dana,  aad  Mr.  Duer. 

A  memorial  from  Mans.  Mondret,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  WTituspw, 

Onfered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  hnttl^ 
Buchanan,  esq.  late  commissary -general  of  purchases,  far  WUfft^ 
for  the  use  of  the  commissary's  department  in  the  middle  district;  b^ 
he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasarer  in  faror  of  James  Fmta*^ 
legate  From  Maryland,  fur  700  dollars,  advanced  upon  hii  s|fGaW* 
to  w  charged  to  the  said  state. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  of  New-Jerse^.witklkif 
a  petition  from  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  of  the  connty  of  C*^ 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  lewesi**^ 
the  general  assembly  of  New-Jersey,  and  that  Mr.  G.  Morrubt^' 
said  committee. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jprit  16, 1778.  j 

Suolvtdt  Tliat  aconmisaion  of  captain  be  granted  to  Mr.C^' 

the  corps  of  engineers,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  Aaoi'^'l 

that  he  rank  from  the  1st  of  December,  1776.  ^i 
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take  bonds  from  the  saidjparchasing  commiMaries  resfiectively,  with  not 
less  than  two  ftood  and  sufficient  securities,  in  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars^ 


vbich  bonds  they  shall  lodge  in  the 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required. 


treasary-office. 


Muta'tttt-JBay,  Blr.  Dana, 

Geny, 


Corutecticuif 
AVw-JbrJir, 


J^amgytnamOt 


lb.  EUeiy, 
Mr.  Huntington, 

IVoioott, 
Mr.  Duer, 

G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 


«jr 


James  Smith,  ay 


iw2» 

fi#  5 

ay\ay 
ay} 

no  \n» 
no"}  ,. 

CBV. 


Maryland^ 


S,'Car$Una, 


OtargiOt 


Mr.  Chase, 

CarroU, 

Foibei, 

Henry,' 
Mr.  Burke, 

Harnett,         < 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy,  ay  )^ 


n» 


div. 


«y 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
ivhole,  respectiDj;  an  allowance  to  officers  after  me  war ;  Whereupon, 

The  letters  of  March  24th  and  April  10th,  from  gen.  Washington,  so  far 
as  they  respect  this  matter,  were  called  for  and  read,  and  a  motion  was 
made,  that  such  parts  of  the  said  letters  as  relate  to  the  making  an  estoblish- 
meat  for  officers  in  the  army,  be  entered  on  the  journals ;  upon  which  the 
previous  question  was  moved,  whether  that  question  be  now  put ;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required, 


Massa*9tt§'Bayt  Mr.  Dana, 

Gerry, 


Jihode'It^trnd, 
€onneeiicu$j 

jyero-Torkf 

^'4srmhJer§ey, 
J*e9Mn$yhania, 


LorelK 
Mr.  CUlerjr, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Wolcott, 

Mr.  Duer, 
C«.  Moms, 

Mr.  Scadder, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 


no 


no 


Maryland^ 


^.-CaroHna^ 
&-Caro6iRa, 


Georgia^ 


Mr.Chaae, 

Carroll, 
Henry, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Uutaon, 


Mr.  Langworthy,  o^  ^y 


James  Smith,  9103' 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his  seat 
in  Congress. 

An  amendment  was  moved  in  lien  of  the  whole  report  as  follows : 

**  Congress,  however  desirous  of  giving  every  reasonable  encouragement 
to  officers  of  the  array  who  bravely  hazard  their  lives  in  defence  .01  their 
country,  and  however  anxious  to  make  an  honorable  provision  for  them  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  being  apprehensive  of  the  consequence  of  a  military 
estaUiahment,  especially  without  knowing  the  sense  of  their  constituents  on 
a  subject  of  such  hieh  importance : 

Jiesolvedt  That  the  proposed  plan  for  a  military  establishment  be  post- 
potted,  and  that  a  letter  be  addressed  to  the  several  states,  and  diat  they  be 
requested  to  take  into  their  most  serious  consideration,  and  give  their  opi- 
nion on  the  following  questions : 

1.  Whether  some  provision  ought  not  to  be  made  for  the  officers  of  the 
continental  army  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  ? 

2.  Whether  that  provision  should  be  for  life,  or  for  a  term  of  years  ? 

3.  Whethper  any  provision  should  be  made  for  the  widows  of  such  as  have 
fallen,  or  shall  fall  m  battle,  or  die  in  captivity,  or  in  the  service? 

4.  Whether  some  farther  compensation  or  reward  ou)j;htnot  to  be  mnted 
to  the  privates  who  continue  in  the  continental  army  till  the  dose  of  the  war? 

A  previous  qaestiou  being  moved,  whether  that  question  be  now  put,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  a  member  declined  to  answer^  allegiaghe 
was  warranted  so  to  do  by  the  practice  of  the  house*; 
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Whereupon,  the  rewdntion  of  the  86*  ef  Amput  tort,  «u  olMi 
lewl ;  uid  thereupon, 

Batolved,  That  whenameinberis  called  upon  to  uswerof  arM,lfH 
not  of  right  withhold  his  voice. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  being  th«n  taken  on  the  preriouB 


h 


Pii^M^  Mr.  P.  I.  I4  « 

Jir-CanUwh       Mr.  Blnke. 


Mulif*tt»-Bas,  Hi.  Ihuu, 

Getiy, 

Lovel^ 
XitJr-Uand,  Mr.  BUei^, 
CMuarcticvi,        Mr.  Huntington, 

Wolcott, 
.JVb»-T»rk,  Hr.Duer, 

U.  Uonu, 
JTewJiinqf.        Mr.  Scudder,         aji 
.PMHiyhaii^     Mi.  J.  B.  Snuth.    «^ , 

June*  Suutb,  h*  ' 
Mxrybrnd,  Mr.  Cbate,  w' 

CmtoU.  tul 

Foibei,  «u| 

80  it  paueil  in  the  negative. 
Adjonrned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY  Jpril  17, 1778. 

Seaolvtd,  That  Mr.  T.  Adams  be  added  ts  the  committee 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Wfaerenpon, 

Begolvtd,  That  brigadier  Stark  be  employed  in  the  northerv  i^^ 
under  the  command  of  gen.  Gates. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  Ixvnght  in  a  r^mrt ;  Whertip 

Ordertd,  That  500  dollars  be  paid  to  John  Brown,  for  the  ■aiM't 
Morris,  esq.  to  dischai^  four  bills  of  125  dollars  each,  drawn  by  Mb^ 
treasurer  of  North -Carolina,  dated  the  10th  of  May  lafct,  in  fttar*^ 
PayneTille ;  the  state  to  be  charved  therewith : 

That  1166  60-90  dollars  be  advanced  to  Cornelias  Harnett  (>¥  >^ 
gate  from  North-Carolina,  upon  his  application,  and  chafged  tvtbewl** 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Dr.  Potta,  and  that  a  wmui  ■« 
in  his  favor  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  ccMiMrtril* 
office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  farther  sum  of  70,000  Mu'' 
the  use  of  the  hospital  in  the  middle  district;  for  wluch  snns^vi^' 
Potts  IB  to  be  accountable : 

That  1.500.000  dollars  he  advanced  to  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  m»^ 
Biry -general  of  purchases,  for  the  use  of  his  dcpartmeBt,  he  tobeaa^^ 

Setolvtd,  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  rf*^^ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requestea  to  otder  the  cWBiiiiiiii«iiw>|** 
appointed  to  make  purchases  of  wheat  and  flour,  to  deaist  in  b^^? 
Airther  purchases  of  those  articles,  and  to  make  retnras  forth'wfc** 
Wadsworth,  commissary-general  of  purchases,  and  totheboudsfWi^ 
purchases  they  have 

The  committee  to 
assembly  of  New-Je 

Setolved,  Thatsd 
that  state  with  a  bo< 
ton.  commander  in  c 

That  the  state  of 

•—•"*'  "'■^"''•ntry,  in 

last,  ani 

ic^rs  of 

om  the 
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Besohtd,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  order  and  appoint  gene- 
ral courts-martial  as  often  as  occasion  requires,  for  trying  officers  and  others 
under  arrest,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  in  the  place  where 
Congress  may  sit,  and  that  the  said  courts  report  their  proceedings  to  the 
commander  in  chief. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  the  first  paragraph  being  read,  a  motion  was  made, 

«  That  an  establisnment  of  half  pay  be  made  for  the  military  officers  com- 
missioned by  Coneress  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  tlie  service  of 
these  states,  and  shall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  and  who  shall  not  be 
annexed  to  any  corps  of  established  troops,  or  hold  any  office  of  profit  under 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them ;  ancl  that  such  establiflliment  take  place 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war :" 

Whereupon,  the  agreement  entered  into  the  1st  inst.  was  called  for  and 
read,  and  thereupon  a  question  was  moved  and  put,  whether  that  motion  is 
in  oitler,  consistent  with  the  said  agreement  and  the  subseauent  decision  of 
Congress,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  should  not  be  entered 
on  the  jdurnal  ? 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required. 


Maui^att9'Batf,  Mr.  Dana, 

Lorell, 


Caimeeticvtf 


MttT^lonA- 


Mr.  EUeiy, 
Mr.  Huntmgton, 

Wolco^ 
Mr.Duer, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,    ^X^o 
Janiea  South,  «^> 

Mr.  Chase,  ay  I 

CaiToll,  f^yetKSf 

Foibe%  ay\ 


Vitjima^] 


JV.-  CotoSnOf 
S.-CaroUna, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  r  •  L.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adams, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Hutson, 


Mr.  Langworthy,  ajr  ya^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  motion  was  then  receive!  and  read  by  the  president,  and  after  debate, 
J?cisoIr«l,^That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Forbes  have  leave  of  absence. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Burke  have  leave  of  absence. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  April  18,  1778. 

Mr.  Plater,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Concreas. 

whereas,  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  who  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board 
of  war,  is,  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health,  unable  to  attend  his  duty  at 
that  lMNU*d,  and  therefore  desirous  to  resign : 

Resolved,  That  his  resimation  be  accepted. 

A  memorial  from  Joseph  Carson,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Buaister,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Huntinston. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to 
the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas,  it  is  expedient  that  a  speedy  enquiry  be  made  into  the  causes  of 
the  loss  of  the  Virginia  frigate,  and  a  competent  number  of  officers  belonging 
to  the  navy  cannot,  at  present,  be  obtained  for  that  purpose : 

JSesotveo,  That  the  navy  board  in  the  middle  distnct,  with  William  Smith, 
eflq.  of  Baltimore,  and  Steven  Steward,  esq,  of  West-river,  in  the  state  of 
Maryland,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  fully 
authorized  to  ma|^e  a  strict  enquiry  i^nd  examination  into  the  causes  of  tfaie 


518  30URNA1^  OF  CONGBBSS.  im. 

Iwii  uf  the  Mitl  rrigate,uul  thecoodttct  orJknekNidiolioD,!^ 
oT  the  laid  Trtgate ;  uid  tbat  to  tk&t  end  they  repair  to  BddiMR  »tfd 
U  possible,  aad  cmll  before  tbem  the  aaid  Jamea  NkboUon,  tsd  ami 
pereon>,  evidence!  «iul  papert  ueceaur;,  wid  mtkertferiit  niiaa 

Juirj,  tcigetlier  with  the  evidences,  to  the  marine  committal  to  htBiifc 
lunEresa. 

TLe  committee  to  whose  decision,  in  conjuactJoti  with  ges.  1Nii|H 
tiie  appointment  of  the  officers  of  brigadier  count  Pulaslu'soii|ii«iH 
brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Reaolvfd,  That  Michael  de  Kotratz  be  amoiDted  coloDCl-awib 
count  Julias  de  MoDatfort,  major;  John  de  Zielinske,  caftt^n  oftan 

Reaalwd,  That  gen.  Washington  be  autborited  ksd  directtdMati 
convene  a  council,  to  consist  of  tiie  major-generaU  in  tbeWatctflv 
taoia,  and  the  general  officer  commandiDK  the  corps  ttf  es^Dcni^'' 
Ibe  advice  of  tlte  said  council  to  formauc^  apian  for  the geatnl f^^ ; 
•f  the  camnaigDasheshall  deem  consistent  nith  tbe  welnrt  of  Aot* 

That  major-generals  Gates  and  Mifflin,  mcnbera  ef  the  boatd  ifKi" 
leave  to  attend  the  said  cuuncil. 

ThecQiDmittee  on  the  ti'easurybrvughtin  ar«porti  When^     I 

Heeoivri,  That  500,000  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  dirKtiwtfk"  I 
surv  board,  and  on  tlie  faith  uf  the  United  States :  ' 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  beof  theBaoetav^''' 
aa  the  emission  directed  on  the  4th  inst.  be  numbered  fram  tkU^ 

siteli,*' 


rsgaofSOdoIbrs, 

230,760 

76»or4da1k>n. 

7693  «f   8    do. 

«1,5M 

7692  of  3    do. 

7693  of   7    do. 

53,8il 

7692  of  3    do. 

7692of    6    do. 

«,153 

7693  of    5    do. 

38.465 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillt^s,  esa.  and  of  ^"^ 
of  the  press,  signers  and  printers  of  the  emissioD  oirected  <n  ti  ||v 
May  last,  shall  extend  to  Uie  said  500,000  dollars  now  to  be  caitnL"!' 
to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  the  board  of  treasnij  duj^'7 
dient. 

Ordered,  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Bi^uh" 
late  com  inissarj -general  of  purchases,  to  be  by  him  transinittcd  tit*'r 
Mr.  Colt,  in  the  eastern  district ;  Mr.  Buchanan  to  be  accoontitih'  . 

That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  James  Mease,  esq.  dotbis^ 
for  the  use  of  his  department;  he  to  be  aficonnt^le. 

A  metnorial  from  Muns.  Fidel  Dorre,  was  read : 

Ordvnd,  lliat  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  connerce.      - 

Jiesotvrd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wnf** 
Juroes  Mease,  clothier  general,  on  the  subject  of  his  denaiMHt:  v^ 
bers  chosen,  Mr.  J.  AdamSj 

Besolved,  That  the  board 
the  mode  in  which  the  armi 
and  report  to  Congress  the  i 
mry,  to  dismifls  the  peraoni 
nesB,  and  to  engage  others  ' 

jReiolved,  That  Mr.  Hub 
-  Jii^lved,  That  Mr.  O.  J 

A  petition  from  captain  I 
.   Ordertd,  That  it  be  refei 

"  hereas,  a  brigadier  of  ca' 
in  equipping  himself  for  sen* 
wnk  111  the  army;  therefon 
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Resolvedt  That  the  pay  of  the  brigadier-general  of  cavalry  be  in  the  same 
proportion  to  that  of  a  brigadier  of  infantry,  as  the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  th« 
cavalry  it  to  that  of  a  colonel  of  infantry,  viz.  I56i  dollars  per  month. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  ^prU  20, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  15&,  from  major  Lee,  and  one,  of  the  irth,  from  E.  Boudi-> 
not,  esq.  comniisary-g|eneral  of  prisoners,  were  read,  the  last  informing 
Conip^ess  of  his  resolution  to  decline  continuing  any  longer  in  the  service : 

Ordered^  Thni  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  co«mi^{»ary- 
general  of  prisoners. 

A  letter,  of  the  Tth,  from  gov.  Clinton,  with  a  proclamation  enclosed,  wd 
read: 

Ordertdj  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Hantingt6n,  Mr.  J.  B.  ^ith,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  the  18tk,  from  sen.  Washington,  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners by  him  appointed  for  settling  a  cartel,  &c.  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Draj^ton,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 8th,  from  Jonathan  Sergeant,  esq.  and  one,  of  the  S6th  of 
March,  from  eovemor  Caswell,  of  North- Carolina,  were  read  : 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  baron  Steuben ;  one,  of  the  4th,  from  governor 
Cooke,  of  Rhode-Island,  and  one,  of  the  6th,  from  brigadier  Muldenbttrg, 
were  read : 

€hrd€rtdf  That  tiiey  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  irth,  from  brigadier  Smallwood,  with  two  letters  enclosed, 
was  read  s 

Ordered^  lliat  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members 
ohosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Carroll. 

The  oemmittee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  to  gen.  Gates,  brought 
in  a  draudit,  which  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  sundry  amendments 
being  ma£e,  was  amed  to : 

Orderedj  That  uie  same  be  transcribed  and  signed  by  the  president  and 
transmitted  to  gen.  Gates,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  general  Washington. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JprU  21, 177:8. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  18th,  from  general 
Washington,  with  the  several  pajpers  enclosed,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  consideration,  ancl  the  same  being  derated  by  paragnqrfis  and 
aioended,  and  each  paragraph,  on  a  question  put,  beins  amed  to, 
A  motion  was  made,  tnat  a  question  be  pat  on  the  wnolet 
Whereupon,  a  question  of  order  was  moved,  whether  a  question  can  in 
such  case  be  put ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required. 


JII2uto*«i^J9ay,  Mr.  Dana, 


^arylandt 


Mr.  BUei^, 

Mr.  HunUDgton, 
Wolcott, 

Mr.  Duer, 
G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  i.  B.  Snutlu    ajr> 
James  Smttl^  agfi 

Mr.  Chaae,  no 

Carroll^  no 

Plater,  no 

ilenrv,  w 


wo  5 

not    . 

no  yno 
''  ay 


>  no 
i 


no 


Virginia^ 

/^.-Carolma^ 
S.'CaroUn4h 

Oeorgia^ 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Banister, 

T.  AdanM, 
Mr.  Burke,  < 

Harnett, 
Mr.  Laurens,         < 

Drayton,         < 

HutSOD,  t 

Mr.  Langworthy,   iio'ynp 


no 


tUv, 


ay 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  report,  as  amended  and  agreed  to,  is  as  follows : 

Rnolved,  That  Congress  approve  of  the  conduct  of  col.  Grayaon,  lie&t 
col.  Harrison,  and  lieut.  col.  Hamilton,  and  Elias  Boudinot,  esqrs.  ^*  com- 
missioners appointed  by  sen.  Washington  to  meet  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed bj  general  sir  Wuliam  Howe,  and  with  them  to  confer,  detennioe 
and  agree  upon  a  treaty  and  convention  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war, 
and  for  all  matters  whatsoever  which  may  be  properly  contained  tiierein,'* 
in  the  several  meetings  held  at  Germantown  and  Newton,  with  th^e  coounis- 
sinners  of  sen.  Howe. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  are  sincerely  desirous  of  settling  a  cartel  for 
the  exchange  of  prisoners,  on  principles  of  justice,  humanity,  and  mutual 
advantage,  and  agreeable  to  the  customary  rules  and  practice  of  war  among 
civilized  nations ;  and  that  they  lament  the  obstacles  raised  by  een.  Howe 
and  his  commissioners  during  the  n^tiations  held  for  this  desirable  purpose* 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  and  papers  received  from  the  general,  relatiiig 
to  the  said  cartel,  be  published,  together  with  these  resolutions. 

Chrdered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Congress  having  received  repeated  information,  that  various  abuses  prevail 
in  the  department  of  the  commissary  of  hides :  for  securing  the  hides  and 
tidlnw  belonging  to  the  public, 

Restdved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  make  such  rq;nlations  for 
conducting  that  department  as  they  shall  deem  best  calculated  to  answer  the 
end  of  its  institution ;  that  they  be  authorized  to  dismiss,  if  they  shall  judge 
necessary,  the  persons  who  have  been  hitherto  employed  to  conduct  t£e 
same,  and  to  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  till  the  pleasure  of  Congress  can 
be  known,  reporting  to  Congress  the  names  of  the  principal  persons  bj  them 
appointed  to  conduct  that  business. 

uesolvedf  That  the  members  of  die  board  of  war,  or  any  one  of  then,  be 
authorized,  in  conjunction  with  any  two  or  more  of  the  present  comnisnoa- 
ers,  to  manage  the  business  of  that  department,  till  an  additional  nnniber  of 
commissioners  shall  be  appointed  by  Congress  to  the  board  of  war,  and  shall 
be  ready  to  attend  that  business. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brouidht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esa.  commissioner  of 
the  loan-office  int  he  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  20,000  aoUars,  in  favor  of 
William  Henry,  es<).  of  Lancaster,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  leather, 
&c.  purchased  by  him,  and  for  repairing  arms  ror  public  service ;  he  tsbe 
accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  take  into  considcnte 
the  state  of  our  affairs  with  foreign  courts,  and  the  instructions  to  the  com- 
missioners  of  Congress  at  such  courts. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Orderedj  That  the  quarter-master  in  Vorktown  provide  a  room  for  the 
clerk  of  the  United  States'  lottery,  to  serve  him  for  an  office  to  transact  his 
business  in  with  conveniency  and  security* 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  79S9  dollars  be  paid  to  Samuel  Ewing,  esq,  in  discharge  of 
an  order  of  Thomas  Reed,  assistant  pay-master  general,  in  his  favor,  dated 
the  18th  inst  William  Palfrey,  es<^.  pay-master  general,  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole ;  Whereupon,  the  motion  made  on  Friday  last  was  read,  and  an  amend- 
ment moved : 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  take  the  sense  of  the  house,  whether  it  is  ia 
order  that  the  resolution  of  Friday,  which  was  entered  on  the  minutes  am^ 
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then  determined  to  be  in  order,  should  now  be  subject  to  any  further  amend' 
inent? 

And  the  yeas  and, nays  being  required, 

Aidttfland, 


JiiMta^m-Bcoft  Mr.  Geny, 

LoveU, 
Dana, 
Jlh9de-bUmd^   Mr.  EUeiy, 
CofmecHcta^      Mr.  Huntingtoii, 

Wolcot^ 
^ew-Tork,        Mr.  Duer, 

G.  Morrii^ 
J^Tew-Jtney,      Mr.  Scudder, 
M^emu^ftiMuda^  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 


1103 

IIP  ^410 

ay 
fljf 

ay 


\ 


«y 


James  Smith,   qs\^^ 


\ 


Yirgima^ 
S.'-CttroUna, 


Mc  Chase, 
Plater, 
CaxToIl, 
Henry, 

Mr.  F.L.Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adams, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Hutson, 


ay 


«iy 


ay 
ay 
ay 

ay 
ay 

%\'^ 

ayf 
ay^ay 


Mr.  Lang^Qithy,    ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  put  to  strike  out  '*an  establishment,"  and  inserf  it  it 
expedient  a  provision ;"  Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

it  was  then  moved,  that  the  sense  of  the  house  be  taken,  whether  <<any 
provision  shall  be  made  for  the  officers,  &c.  after  the  conclusion  of  the  pre- 
sent war  ?'' 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Maryland^ 


MatH^ttU'JBayt  Mr.  Geny, 

I^vell, 


JlkodB-JtUmdt 

Connectieuif 


Dana, 
Mr.  EUery 
Mr.  Huntington, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Duer, 

G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Scuddcr, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,    _^ 

James  Smith,  ayS^^ 
Mr.  M*Kean  ay  ^ay 


ay 


Virginia^ 

^,'CaroUna, 
S.- Carolina, 

Oevrgia, 


«y 


Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 

CatroU, 

Hemy, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Banister, 

T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Harnett, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy,  ay  \  ay 


ay 

oy 

ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 

no 
no 
no 


I 


no 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  five  o'clock  P.  M.  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  ^pril  22,  1778.  P.  M. 

Mr.  Matthews,  a  delegate  from  South-Carolina,  attended,  and  took  his 
seat  IB  Congress. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  18th,  from  gen. 
Washington,  containing;  a  certain  printed  paper  sent  from  Philadelohia.  pur- 
porting to  be  the  drau^t  of  a  bill  for  declaring  the  intention  of  tne  parlia- 
ment of  Great-Britain  as  to  the  exercise  of  wnat  they  are  pleased  to  term 
their  right  of  imposing  taxes  within  these  United  States:  and  also  the 
draught  of  a  bill  to  enable  the  king  of  Great-Britain  to  appoint  commission- 
ers with  powers  to  treat,  consult  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  cjuieting 
certain  disorders  within  the  said  states,  brought  in  a  report ;  wherein  they 
b^leave  to  observe. 

That  the  said  paper  being  industriously  circulated  by  the  emissaries 
of  the  enemy  in  a  partial  and  secret  manner,  the  same  ought  to  be  forthwith 
printed  for  the  public  information. 

The  committee  cannot  ascertain  whether  the  contents  of  the  said  paper 
have  been  framed  in  Philadelphia  or  in  Great-Britain,  much  less  whether  the 
same  are  really  and  truly  intended  to  be  brought  into  the  parliament  of  that 
kingdom,  or  whether  the  said  parliament  will  confer  thereon  the  usual  so- 
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lemoities  of  Uieir  Uwi ;  but  are  iDclined  to  belieTC  ttui  wilL  bi|ftifeti 
following  reasoni: 

1.  Because  their  general  hath  made  divers  feeble  effort*  tnietMbli* 
kiniloftreatj^,  during  the  last  winter ;  thnugh,  either  from  imiitibiifa' 
his  own  dignity  and  importaace,  the  want  of  in  forma  lion,  or  Kxudemf. 
he  hath  not  made  application  to  those  whoare  invested  withaprapKlK' 

3.  Because  they  suppose  that  the  fallacious  idea  of  a  ccttttnfkK' 
ties  will  render  these  states  remisa  in  their  preparationi  for  nr- 

3.  Because,  believing  the  Americaos  wearied  wili  war,  th*j  HjK" 
will  accede  to  their  terms  for  the  sake  of  peace. 

4.  Because  they  suppose  that  our  segutiations  maybe  ntiKtii'^ 
sorrupt  influence  with  t&eir  debutes. 

5.  Because  they  expect  from  this  strp  the  same  eSecti  tbejM" 
what  one  of  their  ministers  thought  proper  to  call  his  conciliitaTM> 
viz.  "  That  it  will  prevent  foreign  powers  from  giving  aid  ti»to» 
that  it  will  lead  their  own  subjects  to  CMitinue  a  little  loogcrtk^ 
war;  and  that  it  will  detach  some  weak  men  in  America  (ran tk*'' 
freedom  and  virtue."  ^, 

6.  Because  the  kiug,  from  his  own  shewing,  hath  reiMa  tg  iff*- 
that  his  fleets  and  anuiea,  instead  of  being  emplayed  against  tbtl^ 
of  these  states,  will  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  his  own  dMUM^" 

7.  Because  the  impracticability  of  subjugating  this  cooDbjha^i^ 
day  more  and  more  mantf'esC,  it  is  their  interest  to  eilriote  ft*" 
from  the  war  upon  any  terms. 

The  committee  beg  leave  farther  to  observe,  ^ 

That,  upon  a  supposition  the  matters  contained  in  the  said  V^FV^ 

ally  go  into  the  British  statute  book,  they  serve  to  shew,  in  >  drp 

¥iew,  the  weakness  and  wickedness  of  the  enemy.    Their  "'•^  ti 

1.  Because  they  formerly  declared  not  only  that  they  hidi'i^'g 
the  inhabitants  of'^these  states  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  twtaintW' 
inhabitants  should  absolutely  and  unconditionally  submit  ta  l^^* 
that  right :  and  this  submission  they  have  endeavored  to  eiiclty*^ 
Receding  from  their  claim,  therefore,  under  the  present  ui*" 
shews  their  inability  to  enforce  ii.  ^, 

2.  Because  their  prince  hath  heretofore  rejected  the  hniliMf*^ 
the  representatives  of  America,  praying  to  be  considered  H^l^ 
protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  liberty  and  safety ;  iw)^^ 
most  cruel  war  agstnst  them,  and  employeii  the  savages  to  hititaj 
women  and  children.  But,  now  the  same  prince  pretends  to  I'^'Jj 
very  representatives,  and  grant  to  the  arms  of  America  wkitk' 
to  her  prayers. 

S.  Because  thev  have  onifonnlT  labored  to  conauer'Ais  ct 
ing  every 
their  own  i 
of  atUck,  I 

4.  Becai 
by  the  mos 
compatible 
arms  in  th 
made  for  ti 

The  wic 
Cbnsiderati 
,  1 .  Eithe 
sion  of  a  pa 
knowledite 
If  they  (Td 
which  neitl 
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2.  The  first  of  these  bills,  appears  from  the  title,  to  be  a  declaration  of  the 
Intentions  of  the  British  parliament,  concerning  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of 
imposing  taxes  within  these  states:  wherefore  should  these  states  treat  un« 
der  the  said  bill,  thej  would  indirectly  acknowledge  that  right,  to  obtain  which 
acknowledgment  the  present  war  hath  been  arowedlj  undertaken  and  pro* 
secnted  on  the  part  of  Great-Britain. 

3.  Should  such  pretended  right  be  so  acquiesced  in,  then,  of  conseauence. 
the  same  might  be  exercised  whenever  the  British  parliament  should  find 
themselves  in  a  different  temper  and  disposition,  since  it  must  depend  upon 
those,  and  such  like  contingencies,  how  far  men  will  act  according  to  their 
former  intentions. 

^  4.  The  said  bill,  in  the  body  thereof,  containeth  no  new  matter }  but  is  pre* 
ctselj  the  same  with  the  motion  before  mentioned,  and  liable  to  all  the  ob* 
jections  which  laj  against  the  said  motion,  excepting  the  following  particular^ 
viz.  that  by  the  motion,  actual  taxation  was  to  1^  suspended  so  long  at 
America  should  give  as  much  as  the  said  parliament  might  think  proper ; 
whereas  by  the  proposed  bill,  it  is  to  be  suspended  as  long  as  future  par- 
liaments continue  or  the  same  mind  with  the  present. 

5.  From  the  second  bill  it  appears,  that  the  British  king  may,  if  he 
pleases,  appoint  commissioners  to  treat  and  agree  with  those  whom  they 
please  about  a  variety  of  thin^  .therein  mentioned :  but  such  treaties  and 
agreements  are  to  be  of  no  validity  without  the  concurrence  of  the  said  par- 
liament, except  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  of 
certain  of  their  acts,  the  granting  of  pardons,  and  the  appointing  of  governors 
to  these  sovereign,  free  and  independent  states :  wheretore  the  said  parliament 
have  reserved  to  themselves,  in  express  words,  the  poweV  of  the  settine  aside 
any  such  treaty,  and  taking  the  aovantage  of  any  circumstances  which  may 
arise,  to  subject  this  continent  to  tlieir  usurpations* 

6.  The  said  bill,  by  holding  forth  a  tender  of  pardon,  implies  a  criminality 
in  our  justifiable  resistance ;  and,  consequently,  to  treat  unuer  it,  would  be  an 
implied  acknowledgment  that  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  were  what  Bri- 
tain hath  declared  them  to  be,  rebels. 

r.  The  inhabitants  of  these  states  being  claimed  by  them  as  subjects,  they 
may  infer  from  the  nature  of  the  ne^tiation  now  pretended  to  be  set  on  foot^ 
that  the  said  inhabitants  would  of  nght  be  afterwards  bound  by  such  laws  as 
they  should  make  ;  wherefore  any  agreement  entered  into  on  such  negotia- 
tion, might  at  any  future  time  be 'repealed  ;  and 

&  Because  the  said  bill  purports  that  the  commissioners  therein  mention- 
ed may  treat  with  private  individuals,  a  measure  highly  derogatory  to  tlie  dig- 
nity ot  national  character. 

From  all  which  it  appears  evident  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  bills  are 
intended  to  operate  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  good  people  of  these 
states,  80  as  to  create  divisions  among  them,  and  a  defection  from  the  com- 
mon cause,  now,  by  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  drawing  near  to 
a  favorable  issue  ;  that  they  are  the  seauel  of  that  insidious  plan,  which, 
from  the  days  of  the  stamp-act  down  to  the  present  time,  hath  involved  this 
country  in  contention  and  bloodshed }  and  that,  as  in  other  cases,  so  in  this, 
although  circumstances  may  force  them,  at  times,  to  recede  from  their  un- 
justifiable claims,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  they  will,  as  heretofore,  upon  the 
first  favorable  occasion,  again  display  that  lust  of  domination  which  hath  rent 
io  twain  the  mighty  empire  of  Britain. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  report  it  as  their  opi<- 
nion,  that,  as  the  Americans,  united  in  this  arduous  contest  upon  principles 
of  common  interest,  for  the  defence  of  common  rights  and  privileges;  which 
union  hath  been  cemented  by  common  calamities,  and  by  mutual  good  offices 
and  affection;  so  the  great  cause  for  which  they  contend,  and  in  which  all 
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minkitMl  ara interested,  roastderira its  ancceMfnmthecoBtnMMifK 
■nion  ;  wherefore  M17  men,  orboHj  of  men,  who  should  prtHiHUabi 


■eparftte  or  partlkl  convention  or  Bgreement  widt 

crown  of  OrMt-Britain,  or  an^  of  them,  oag^t  to  be  eoBudotd 

aa  open  and  avowed  eneroiea  of  thete  UnitM  States. 

And  fartiter,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  report  it  ai  tbdrifiil^ 
these  United  States  cannot,  with  proprietj,  hofd  anj  confensarMT 
with  anv  commissioners  on  the  part  01  Oreat-Britain,  nnlestlbnMii) 
preliminar;  thereto,  either  withdraw  their  fleets  and  amiet,  v  wiF 
live  and  eipress  terms,  aclcnouledge  the  independence  of  ibenJiM^ 

And,  inasmuch  as  it  appears  to  be  the  design  ortbeeneiueirfteB 
to  loll  them  into  a  fatal  Becnrit^,  to  theend  tnat  theynajactsiiik* 
ing  weight  and  importance,  it  ib  the  opinion  of  your  conoutmlkilit 
Toralatates  be  called  upon  to  use  the  most  strennoiu  eiertiaaililn'' 
respective  qnotas  of  continental  troopa  in  the  field  as  sooa  uf^' 
that  all  the  militia  of  the  Hid  states  majr  be  bdd  in  readiao  ttan 
caaion  maj  require."' 

The  report  being  read,  and  debated  bj  paragraphs, 
'  ihsofcMiitiuiitmimsiy,  ThatCongressapprDveandcenGisAtri^ 

Ordertd,  That  the  aame  be  piibliahed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY.  April  33,  1778. 

Aletter.ofHarch  3lBt,  from  John  Carter,  at  WilliamibB{;«''^ 
Sd  inat.  from  B.  Harrison,  deputj  pay-master  general  in  ^>1^^ 
monthtj  account;  one,  of  the  6tb,  from  major-general  Coowijil'^ 
tod  one.  of  the  20th,  from  general  Washington,  were  read :        ^ 

Ordrrtd,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Harnson,  with  Ae  aeet*** 
be  referred  to  the  boardoftreasary.  < 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  take  into  conaidentin ** 
the  river  defence  of  Delaware,  and  tlie  raeasurea  which  thcjj«^'* 
proper  fur  defending  that  river  above  Philadelphia.  , 

A  letter,  of  the  Slat,  from  ttie  board  of  war,  was  read,  ^'^'"^Jj^ 
form,  that  \a  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  18th,  they  'i'^^^m 
the  armourer's  department,  under  Thomas  Butler,  and  are  ca**" 
no  advantage  will  arise  to  the  states  from  a  continuance  of  tbepX* 
™K^^  in  that  business  ;  for  which  reaatia  thej  have  disiniffeJ^|^ 
the  former  public  armourer,  and  appointed  William  Henrj,  (*(<"'' 
ter,  superintendent  of  arms  and  military  accoutrements :  ^ 

Retolvtd,  That  Congress  approve  the  proceedings  of  the  botfdf^ 
confirm  their  appointment.  .t^ 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Butler,  late  armourer,  immediatelj  MJ^ 
counts,  and  settle  with  the  auditors  ofaccounts  at  the  board  of  H^ 

The  comi 

Orderol, 
to  die  boarf 
a  number  ol 
bring  clothii 
countable : 

That  101 
draught  of ' 
last,  on  the 
general  tob 

Whereas 
ed,  the  feai 
the  Bubjecti 
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and  though  now  desirous  of  returning  to  their  duty*  and  anxiously  wishios  to 
he  received  and  re*united  to  their  coantrj,  thej  maj  be  deterrec)  by  the  Tear 
of  punishn|ent ;  and  whereas  the  people  of  these  states  are  ever  more  ready 
to  reclaim  than  to  abandon,  to  mitigate  than  to  increase  the  horrors  of  war ; 
to  pardon  than  to  punish  offenders : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states 
to  pass  laws,  or  to  the  executive  authority  of  each  state,  if  invested  with 
sufficient  power,  to  issue  proclamations^  offering  pardon,  with  such  excep* 
tionsand  under  such  limttations  and  restrictions  as  the  several  states  shall 
think  expedient,  to  such  of  their  inhabitants  or  sulqects,  who  have  levied 
war  against  any  of  these  states,  or  who  have  adhered  to,  aided  or  abetted 
the  e&emv,  ana  who  shall  surrender  themselves  to  any  civil  or  military  officer 
of  any  of  these  states,  and  shall  return  to  the  state  to  which  they  may  be^^ 
lone,  before  the  10th  day  of  June  next :  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  good 
ana  faithfol  citizens  of  these  states  to  receive  such  returning  penitents  with 
compassion  and  mercy,  and  to  forgive  and  bury  in  oblivion  their  past  failings; 
and  transgressions. 

OmiereS,  That  500  copies  in  English  and  200  in  German  be  printed,  and 
that  gen.  Washington  be  desired  to  take  such  measures  as  he  shall  deem 
niost  effectual  for  circulating  the  foregoing  recommendation  among  the 
American  levies  in  the  enemjrs  army. 

A  motion  was  made  to  re-consider  the  order  of  yesterday  for  publishing 
the  report  of  the  committee,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  immed[iate  publication 
of  the  last  paragraph  but  one  in  the  said  report ; ' 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Vtrginiat 


JHaryland, 


flOi 

no  ^no 


J\r.' Carolina, 
S.  CaroHna, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adms, 

Vt.  Burke, 

Harnett, 
Bfr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Hatson, 

Matthews, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


Miaup^ti9-Sa!f,  Mr.  Geiry, 

LoveU, 
Dana, 
Jlhode-hland,    Mr.  fiUei]^, 
ConnecHaa,      Mr.  Huntington, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Duer, 

G.Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Carroll, 
Henry, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  letter  of  the  17th.  from  brigadier 
Small  wood,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  broa^ht  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  Maryland  be 
requested  immediately  to  embody  SOO  militia  of  the  eastern-shore  of  that 
state  under  active  andspirited  officers,  and  to  order  them  to  march  with  two 
field -pieces  and  a  proper  number  of  artillerists  into  the  Delaware  state, 
there  to  execute  sucri  orders  as  they  may  receive  from  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress specially  appointed  for  this  purpose : 

That  three  members  be  appointed  a  committee  to  give  proper  instructions 
to  the  officer  commanding  on  this  expedition : 

That  the  said  committee  be  further  authorized  to  devise  and  carry  into 
execution  the  most  effectual  measures  for  enquiring  into,  detectins  and  de- 
feating all  disaffections,  conspiracies  and  insurrections  on  that  neck  of  land 
comprehended  betwixt  the  Delaware  and  Cheasapeake-Bay,  and  that  they 
apply  to  the  ffovemments^f  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  to  the  state  of 
Delaware,  if  &e  committee  siiall  mink  necessary,  for  the  purposes  above- 
mentioned  ;  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  said  governments  to 


give  every  assistance  in  their  power  to  the  said  committee : 
That  a  copy  of  brigsdier  Smaitwood's  letter  of  April  l/th^  be 


transmit* 
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ted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Maryland^  and  that  thej  be  requested  to 
take  immediate  and  adequate  measures  for  the  security  of  the  stores  at 
Cbarlestown. 

Resolved^  That  the  powers  vested  in  gen.  Washington  by  the  resdations 
of  the  irth  of  September,  8th  of  October  and  10th  of  December,  1777,  be 
renewed  and  extended  to  the  10th  dajof  August,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  Small  wood  be  informed,  that  the  powers  vested 
in  gen.  Washington  bv  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  17th  of  Scratem* 
ber,  8th  of  October  and  10th  of  December,  expired  on  the  10th  of  Apiu  inst. 
but  that  Concrress  have  thought  proper,  by  a  resolution  of  this  date,  to  renew 
and  extend  them  to  the  10th  of  August  next. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  for  the  parposes  ex- 
Bressed  in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Canoll, 
Ifr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Banister  were  elected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harnett  have  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  JlpHl  24,  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  20th,  from  gen.  Green,  (|uarter*master  eeneral,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  tn  a  report:  WhereopoD, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Joseph  Borden,  esq.  coromissioDer  of 
the  continental  loan -office  in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  50,000  dollars  in 
favor  of  major-general  Oreen,  quarter-master  general,  for  the  nee  of  his 
department ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delmtes  of  Manrland,  to  be  by  fbem 
transmitted  to  the  govenior  and  council  of  that  state,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
cruiting their  quota  of  continental  troops  ;  tire  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Resolvedy  That  tlie  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  the  most  expeditioas 
measures  for  transporting  the  public  provisions  and  stores  from  tlie  southern 
states,  across  Chesapeake-Bay  or  otherwise: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  state  of  MarTtsnd 
and  of  Virginia,  to  permit  the  armecf  gallies  belonging  to  their  respective 
states,  to  be  employed  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  at  the  continental 
expense  ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  vessels  so  employed,  be  put  under  the 
command  of  a  continental  officer,  in  order  to  prevent  any  ill  consequences 
which  may  arise  from  a  disputed  command  betwixt  the  state  officers: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  government  of  the  state  .of  Pennsylrania, 
to  furnish  the  board  of  war  with  as  many  sailors  now  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  their  state  as  they  can  spare,  for  the  purpose  of  manning  the  Maiyland 
and  Virginia  gallies,  to  be  employed  in  Chesapeake-Bay: 

That  the  marine  committee,  and  the  committee  of  commerce,  be  directed 
to  co-operate  with  the  board  of  war  in  manning  the  gallies  above  mentioned. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jipril  25,  1778. 

Mr.  Sherman,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed* 
^as  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,«and  one  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Heath,  encloetnga  copy 
of  the  parole  given  by  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  and  a  copy  of  an  agreement 
between  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne  and  major-gen.  Heath,  respecting  the  payment 
fur  provisions,  fuel,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  major-general  Heath,  with  the  copy  of  the 
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ai^reement,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  the  copy  of  the  parole 
to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  and  one,  of 
the  19th,  from  brigadier  Wind,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury -brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  1000  dollars  be  paid  to  major  William  West,  in  discharge 
of  a  draueht  of  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-roaster  general,  in  his  favor,  otk 
the  president  of  Congress,  dated  at  camp,  the  24th  of  March  last,  and  for 
which  the  said  William  Palfrey  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  certificate  of  brigadier  Smaliwood,  in  favor  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph 
Montgomery,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  terms  to  be  offered  to  such 
foreign  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  aa 
shall  quit  that  service,  and  choose  to  become  citizens  of  any  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  respecting  an  allowance  to  officers  after  the  war: 

On  motion,  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  ;  question  put,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required. 


Mottt^tUs-Bay,  Mr.  Geny, 

Lovell, 


no 


Hkode-Mmdt 
ConnedietU, 


New-York, 

NaoJmey, 
Fenntykania, 

'Delaware, 


no 
no 

Dana»  no 

Mr.  £Uery,  <^  ^ 

Mr.  Sherman,        ay'^ 

Huntington,    ay^ay 

Wolcott,         fly3 
Mr.  Ducr,  no 

G.  Morris,        no 
Mr.  Scudder,         ay  ^ay 
Mr.  Clingan,  exetued'i 

J.  B.  Smitli,     noS^ 
Mr.  M<Kean,  no}  no 


no 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 

N,-CaroUna, 
S,-Caroiina, 

Creorgia, 


no 


Mr.  Chase, 

CarroU, 

Plater, 

Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Banister, 

T.Adams, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Harnett^ 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Matthews^ 

Hutson, 
Ifr.  Langworthv,  no  }tw 


na 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  provision  to  be  made  for  the  officers,  &c.  be 
•ne  half  of  their  present  pay. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question  under  debate  in  the 
morning,  to  which  an  amendment  was  moved  to  strike  out  '*  present,"  and 
after  the  word  *'  pay"  add  V  on  the  first  establishment  made  in  the  year 
1775 :"  question  put,  passed  in  the  n^ative. 

Another  amendment  was  moved,  to  strike  out  "  one  half  of  their  present 
pay,"  and  insert  **  a  sum  of  money  appropriated  to  the  officers  according  to 
their  rank,  and  payable  to  them  or  their  representatives  after  the  conclusion 
of- the  war :" 

After  debate,  the  determination  of  this  question^  at  the  request  of  a  state» 
was  postponed  to  another  dav. 

Aajourned  to  three  o'clocK,  P.  M.  to-morrow. 

\  SUNDAY,  JipHl  26,  1778. 

Question  being  put  on  the  amendment  moved  yesterday,  which  was  pu^ 
off  at  the  requeatol  a  state  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required. 
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Lovell, 

Duu, 
mede-UoHd,  Mr.  Ellery. 
Cwtnedieul,         Mr.  BhermMi,        ag  f 

Huntuigton,    ai/^vg 

Wolcott,  asj 

Hmo-Yark,  Mr.  Duer,  ™*{«o 


;K-Cwo1»^        Hr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Seudder.  '"^  "  '*'  — 

Mr.  J.  B.Bmith,     Mtl  .■ 

Mr.  M'Keui,  M>  >W 

So  it  paued  in  the  negative. 

The  nuin  queation  w&i  then  put,  and  die  yeaa  and  nmyi 


S.-Ortlatm,         Mr.  l^tatm. 


Gwg»* 


Mr.  LMC««%f)f 


rirgima. 


Ur.F.  I.LC4    < 


Bhoie-Uand,      Mr.  EUerjr, 
CnuMCtiail,         Mr.  Shermui, 

Huntington,    no  ^ 

Wolcott,         no3 
JV«»-r«i^  Mr.  Doer,  «?„, 

G.  M€cri%  oyS^ 
JVaisArMy,  Ur.  Scudder,  no  ).'ie 
i'enfwyfanto,     Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,    ay  ?  j^ 

Clinpm,  twS"* 

XldbuKnv  Mr.  M'K«n,  ay  '^y 

So  itwu  resolved,  that  the  provision  to  be  made  for  officers, fcM> 
halfoF  their  present  pay,  ^^ 

A  motion  was  then  tnade,  "  That  such  provisiiHi  of  half-paj  tfv* 
the  life  of  the  officers  :*' 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved,  to  trike  out  <■  for  the  A(^ 
officers,"  and  insert  "  for        jears :" 

Question  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 
Utiua'tu-Boy,  Mr.  Gcny,  oy^  Mtrjliaid, 

Lorel^  ay\aii 

lluu,  ayS 

Mhtdt-Mai^      Ifc.  EU^,  ay)  as 

Cmmactieut,        Mr.  Shennui,        ^'i 

Uuntitigton,   ayyay 

Wolcott,         0^3 
MiwTti*,  Mr.  Duer.  ayi,t^ 

G.  Momi,  mS*^- 
Mtw-Jertey,  Mr.  Scudder,  ay  ^oy 
AwujihMnua,     Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,    im  I  ^^ 

ClingMi,  Bj,  t 

Ddaware,  Mr.  H'Keui,  na  }nt 

So  the  amendment  was  lost,  the  states  being' equally  divided. 
Hie  main  question  was  then  pnti  the  yeas  and  nays  bciiw  tcqMk 
Mma'itt-Bas,  Mr.  Genj, 

Lorell, 

Duw, 
a^tde-Iilaid,  Ur.  EUery, 
Cemittlitta,        Mr.  Shemwii, 

Huntington, 

WulcoU, 
A>>-r<>nt,  Mr.  Duer. 

G.Monif, 
^/hw-Artty,         Mr.  Scudder, 
Pmnyhaaia,     Mr.  J.  U.  Smith, 
_  ,  ChnpUH 

Ddanart,  m,.  WKsm, 

So  it  wa«  refolved  in  the  i 


S.-Caf««M, 


Gnrgia,  ^ 


Ifr.  Butte, 
Ifr.  LameH, 

MMWfae*i. 

Hotn^ 


i 
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A  letter,  of  the  ddth,  from  ^n.  Washinston,  was  read. 
Con^ss  resumed  the  consideration  of  me  report  from  the  committee  of 
the  whole ;  to  which  sundrj  amendments  were  moved;  after  debate, 
Ordered^  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
Acyourned  to  nine  o'ciock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY.  ^prU  27,  1778.       . 

A  letter,  of  the  S4th,  from  major  Lee»  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  tetter,  of  the  20th,  from  col.  Q.  Baylor,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Besolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  authorized  to  call,  if  bethinks  pro- 
per, the  commander  of  the  artillery  to  the  council  ordered  to  be  conieneo  for 
settling  such  a  plan  for  the  general  operations  of  the  ensuing  campaign,  as 
gen.  Washington  shall  deem  consistent  with  the  general  welfare  of  these 
states. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  certificate  of  brigadier 
Smallwood,  in  favor  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Montgomery,  brought  in  a  report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Montgomery  be  allowed  the  pay  of  a 
brigade  chaplain  for  the  time  of  his  service  in  that  capacity,  agreeably  to 
brijgidier  Smallwood's  certificate,  viz.  from  June  last. 

resolved.  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Montgomery  be  appointed  chaplain  to 
brisadier  Small  wood's  brigade. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  Tliat  250,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-master  to  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  Ebenezer  Hancock, 
esq.  deputy  pay-master  general,  for  the  use  of  his  department;  he  to  be 
accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  transmit  to  gen.  Heath 
proper  directions  with  respect  to  the  route,  by  which  he  is  to  send  to  the 
treasurer  the  hard  money  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  respecting  a  provision  for  the  ofllcers  after  the  war ;  Whereupon,  it 
was  moveo,  and  ir 

JUsoived,  That  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolution  shall  be 
conatmed  to  extend  to  prevent  the  United  States  from  redeeming,  at  any 
time,  the  half-pay  ot  such  officers  as  they  judge  proper,  by  paying  them  a 
sum  equal  to  six  years  half-pay. 

Sundry  amendments  being  made  in  the  report ; 

Orderid,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JlprU  28,  1778. 

Jiesolved,  That  major- gen.  Gates  be  empowered  to  appoint  two  such  persons 
from  the  line  as  he  may  think  proper,  to  act  as  additional  aids-de-camp. 

A  letter  of  the  2dd,  from  major-general  M*Dougall,  at  Fishkill,  witn  sun- 
dry papers  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  extracts  of  the  said  letter  be  sent  to  the  treasury,  and  that 
tlie  letter,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  major-general  Conway,  was  read,  requesting, 
leave  to  resign  his  commission  : 

Whereupon,  it  was  moved,  that  his  resignation  be  accepted.: 

Question  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required, 
Vol.  II.  '  67 
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Uf.T.uijK.    I 


JthotU-Iilaad,      Ur.  EUcrj,  ay  ^ 

Ctmiecticut,         Mr.  Bhenliin,       oyS  FirjinHit 

Himtington, 

Wolcott,  „  _ 

Ai»-r«*,  Mr.Duer,  "llay      *-C«niffna, 

G.  Momt,  ayS 
ffm^Jenei),  Mr.  Bcudder,  q'Jii 
J'cniuytuaAui.      Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  ayj 

Clln(f»n,  ay  J 

A  letter,  of  the  iSth,  from  Mr.  Burke,  was  read,  informing  Hit  if  is* 
Taeot  authenticating  his  last  election  as  a  delegate  from  Nordi-Cu^- 
dated  May  the  4th,  17r7:  "That  both  his  col  leagues  hi"  iifc^ 
'-'-D  that  they  believed  the  election  was  made        "     """    '  '-^-" 


HuUon,      I 


D  the  aethof  Afripi.^ 


ins ;"  that "  the  constitution  of  the  state  requires  the  election  of  ^'^ 
to%e  annual,"  &c.  expreasing  his  belief  "  ^at  bii  power  of  rtprcHWf*^ 
at^te  is  at  an  end  ;"  intimating  that  "the  instrument  rererrtdttO 
iournats  of  Congress,  and  they  can  determine  whethrr  his  ^fui"* 
beloDger  comroaniied  ;" and  requesting"  their  opiuion  thereoa;''^* 
•bsenting  himself  may  not  be  deemed  a  contempt  orbreukrfW' 
Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  tliat  Mr.  Burke  De  directed  tta">^ 
dntT  in  Congress : 

Ques^on  put,  passed  in  the  neEative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  Mr.  Burke  be  informed,  that  ^"^f 
aider  him  as  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  till  ik^ 
of  his  state  shall  direct  otherwise : 

The  previous  question  was  moved,  whether  that  question  »• 
put }  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required. 


Mar^and, 


Uuu,  ruS 

Mr.  Elleiy,  »»> 

Mr.  Shcniun,  noj 

Huntington,  t^  C 

-  Wolcott,  iw3 

J«twT»rk,  Ut.  Duer,  oy  > 

O.  Homi,  agS 

Ahit-Jeney,         Mr.  Scuddcr,  tn} 

Paau9ftMui«,      Xr.  J.  B.  Smith,  ne? 

Clingui  na5 

So  it  passed  in  (he  negative. 

A  motion  was  i — '-  " ' - 

That  Mr.  Burl 

To  which  the  j 
put  F  the  yeas  an 
Maita^tlU-Ban.  Mr. 


llr.  LM«wv4«f* 


Rhode-bland,      Mr. 


Sb  it  passed  in 
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Jiesolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Lee,  on  account,  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  horses,  and  towards  recruiting  and  equipping 
his  corps. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  paj  of  a  secretary  of  a  major-general,  acting  in  a  se- 
parate department,  be  increased  to  50  dollars  a  month. 

Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  to  be  by 
tliem  transmitted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  their  state,  on  whose  appli- 
cation, by  order  of  the  general  assembly 9  this  sum  is  advanced ;  the  said 
state  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jlpril  29,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  tlie  16th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  with  sundry  papers  en- 
closed, relative  to  Indian  affairs,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referreii  to  the  committee  on  Indian  afikirs. 

Resolved^  That  three  members  be  added  to  that  committee :  the  members, 
chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  T.  Adams,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 

Another  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  major-general  Schuyler^  was  read: 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the  evidence 
collected,  and  state  charges  a^inst  the  general  officers  who  were  in  the 
northern  department  when  Ticpnderoga  and  Mount-Independence  were 
evacuated  $  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  S7th,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  major-^neral  Heath,  and  sundry  other  papers  enclosed,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  extract  of  the  letter  from  major-general  Heath  be  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  treasury  : 

That  the  letter  from  gen.  Washington,  with  the  other  papers  enclosed,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Two  letters,  of  the  24th,  from  gov.  Rodney,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  for  the  pur- 
poses expressed  in  sundry  resolutions  passed  the  20th  instant. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  major  de  Bois,  was  read :  , 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  members  for  the  marine  committee, 
in  tlie  room  of  such  as  are  absent ;  and  the  ballots  beins;  taken,  Mr.  Scudder 
was  elected  for  New-Jersey ;  Mr.  Plater  for  Maryland ;  Mr.  T.  Adams  for 
Virginia. 

The  commisHioners  of  accounts  at  the  treasury -board,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  auditor-general,  report. 

That  there  is  due  to  major  James  Armstrong  Wilson,  for  his  independent 
company,  stationed  at  Carlisle,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  public  stores, 
two  months'  pay,  commencing  the  1st  of  February,  and  endine  the  31st  of 
March  last,  both  days  included,  843  10-90  dollars ;  and  to  twelve  men  be- 
lon^ins  to  different  regiments  in  gen.  Wayne's  division,  doing  duty  with 
major  Wilson's  company,  their  pay,  commencing  and  ending  the  same  time, 
150  40-90  dollars  : 

That  there  is  also^ue  to  capt;  Samuel  Postlethwaite's  company,  likewise 
stationed  at  Carlisle,  for  the  same  purpose,  their  pay  from  their  first  establish- 
ment to  the  31st  of  March,  inclusive,  amounting  to  1468  48-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  also  due  to  captain  Postlethwaite,  for  taking;  up  four  de- 
serters belonging  to  different  regiments,  the  account  of  which  will  be  sent  to 
the  pay -master  general,  the  sum  of  52  dollars ;  the  whole  amounting  to 
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2514  44-90  dollars,  from  which  is  to  be  deducted  1000  dollars*  part  of  2020 
dollars,  which  were  formerlj  advanced  to  major  WilsoD»  the  liaiance  to  be 
paid  to  major  Wilson,  by  a  warrant  oq  the  treasurer^  1514  44-90  dollars : 

Ordereat  That  the  said  sum  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brouebt  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  65,000  dollars  be  paid  to  lieutenant  Morrow,  to  be  bj  faim 
conveyed  to  col.  Baylor,  in  Virginia,  for  the  purpo9Ci>f  purchasing  boraes^ 
arms,  and  accoutrements  for  the  cavalry : 

•  That  a  warrant  issue  on  William  Armistead,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan- 
office  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  in  favor  of  col.  Baylor,  for  the  som  of  S5,0Q0 
dollars,  to  answer  the  same  purpose;  for  both  which  sums,  amoanting  to 
100,000  dollars,  the  said  col.  Baylor  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  space  of  ten  days,  commencing  to-morrow.  Con- 
gress meet  precisely  at  ten.  and  adjourn  at  one,  and  on  Hm  same  day,  meet 
precisely  at  three,  and  adjourn  at  six  o'clock,  P.  M.  and  that  Congress  be  not, 
on  any  account  whatever,  kept  over  the  times  fixed  for  adjournment,  if  any 
one  state  shall  insist  upon  adjourning. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to*morrow. 

THURSDAY,  ApHl  30,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Mease  and  Mr.  Joseph  Bullock,  be  appointed 
managers  of  the  United  States'  lottery. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  oid- 
nance,  be  1200  dollars  per  annum. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  Mr.  Matthew  Clarkson,  at  camp,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  no  commissioned  officer  in  the  arm y  of  the  United  SCatH^ 
who  shall  be  honored  with  a  brevet  commission,  shall  be  entitled,  by  virtue 
of  such  brevet  commission,  to  any  higher  rank  in  the  regiment,  troop,  or 
company  to  which  he  belongs,  than  he  ^fore  held  therein ;  such  brevet  coia* 
mission  giving  rank  only  upon  detachments  from  the  line,  and  in  geLeial 
courts-mardal;  nor  shall  such  brevet  officer  be  entitled  to  receive  any  ad- 
ditional pay  in  consequence  of  such  brevet  promotion.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  major  Ebenezer  Stevens,  in  consideration  of  his  services 
and  the  strict  attention  with  which  he  discharged  his  duty  as  command- 
ing officer  of  artiltefy  in  the  northern  department,  durinff  two  campaicos, 
take  rank  by  brevet  as  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  foot,  and  tliat  hebe  commissHin- 
ed  accordingly. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jeseph 
Nourse,  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  100,000  dellvs, 
to  be  by  nim  forwarded  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  fu- 
neral in  the  eastern  district,  for  the  use  of  his  department;  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable : 

That  another  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  said  Mr.  Jose^ 
Nourse,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  col.  Benjamin 
Flower,  commissary -general  of  military  stores,  for  the  use  of  his  departSKOt ; 
for  which  he  is  to  bs  accountable : 

That  another  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  said  Mr.  Joseph 
Nourse,  for  250,000  dollars^  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  Peekskill,  and  «• 
livered  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  pay -master,  or  in  his  absence,  to  his 
deputy  there ;  the  said  J.  Trumbull  to  be  accountable :  ^ 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Derk  Ten  Broek,  esq.  commissioner  of  theconti' 
nental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  New- York,  in  favor  of  the  said  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  for  100,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  ifld 
for  which  he  is  to  fa«  accountable. 
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Congress  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America  with 
re«p(^t  to  foreign  nations,  when  snndrj  letters  and  papers  were  called  for  and 
laia  on  the  table,  and  the  reading  thereof  begun  and  continued  to  one  o'clock. 

Th&kb  o'olook»  p.  M. 

The  letters  and  papers  called  for  being  read,  a  motion  was  thereupon 
made. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  May  1,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  April  S9th,  from  col.  B.  Flower,  to  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance, was  laid  before  Congress,  and  rt*ad :  Whereupon, 

Btsolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  empower  the 
e'xecutive  authority  of  such  states,  from  time  to  time,  to  grant  exemptions 
from  duty  in  the  militia,  to  such  persons  as  may  be  employed  in  manufac- 
taring  mditary  stores,  and  other  articles,  for  the  use  of  tne  United  States. 

A  memorial  from  Messrs.  F.  Hopkinson  and  J.  Wharton,  was  read : 

(hrderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  April  30th,  from  Mr.  J.  Nourse,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  petition  from  sundry  soldiers  of  the  late  capt  Stevenson's  company,  of 
Berkley  county,  Virginia,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  William  Burke,  late  captain  of  the  armed  schooner 
Warren,  was  read:  WhereupoA, 

Resolved^  That  a  commission  of  captain  in  the  continental  navy  be  erant- 
ed  to  William  Burke ;  and  that  he  rank  from  the  date  of  his  commission. 

Resolved,  That  captain  William  Burke  receive  pay  from  the  time  he  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  armed  schooner  Warren  to  this  day,  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  pay  settled  when  he  was  so  appointed. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made  yesterday,  and, 
after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  R.  fi.  Lee,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended  and  took  his  seat  in 
Ccmgress. 

The  commissioners  of  claims,  with  the  approbation  of  the  auditor-general, 
report. 

That  there  is  due  to  captain  Martin  Pilfer,  commanding  an  independent 
troop  of  light-horse,  from  North-Carolina,  a  balance  amounting  to  37  45-90 
dollars,  in  bringing  forward  the  said  troop,  and  for  pay  advanced  the  first, 
second,  and  thira  troop,  for  the  month  of  September  last : 

To  Joseph  Funk,  tor  sundry  joiners'  work  done  at  the  treasury  office, 
70  60-90  dollars : 

To  Oliver  Wolcott,  esq.  commissioner  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern 
department,  up  to  the  15th  of  January,  1778,  285  dollars  for  45  days,  at  four 
dollars  per  day,  and  for  his  expenses : 

'Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  150,000  dollars  be  paid  to  John  Collins,  esq.  to  be  by  him 
conveyed  to  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island ;  it  beinff 
advanced  to  tibe  said  state,  and  delivered  agreeably  to  gov.  Cook's  letter  of 
the  4th  of  April : 

That  500  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  N.  Scudder,  delegate  from  the  state  of 
New-Jersey,  advanced  on  his  application,  and  for  which  the  said  state  is  to 
be  accountable: 


334  JOURNALS  OF  CONOBB68.  17TS. 


•i^~rr 


That  1 000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  E.  Langwerthvi  ad^legnte  from  tke  state 
of  Geoma»  advanced  on  his  application ;  for  which  the  aiad  state  is  to  be  ac* 
countable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  these  United  States 
with  respect  to  foreign  nations ;  Whereupon, 

Begolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  proper  instrac- 
tions  to  be  transmitted  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  at  feragn 
courts :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  HU  Leep.  Mr.  G»  Morris,  and  Air. 
Sherman. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  procare  immediately 
six  of  the  best  and  swiftest  sailinff  packet-boats,  for  conveying  deapatches  to 
and  from  France  and  Spain  and  the  West-Indies. 

The  committee  of  commerce  reported,  that  they  have  received  from  the 
board  of  war  an  invoice  of  articles  to  be  imported  from  France^  for  the  cam- 
paign of  17r9,  together  with  a  list  of  medicines*  which  thej  b^  leave  to  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  Congress : 

The  invoices  being  read,  and  some  alterations  made  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  transmit  the  invoices  as  cor- 
rected, and  give  the  necessary  directions  for  importing  tlie  goods  theiein 
mentioned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  oVIock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  May  2,  1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Wherenpoo, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  commissioner  of  the  cootineotal 
loan -office  in  the  state  of  Rhode-island,  for  150,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  the 
governor  and  council  of  that  state ;  it  being  advanced  agreeably  to  governor 
Cook's  letter  of  the  4th  of  April ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Nathan  Sellers,  for  making  a  fine  fSfer 
mould  to  manufacture  paper  for  bills  of  exchange,  and  for  his  expeascscom* 
ing  to  York-town,  and  returning  home,  164  50-90  dollars; 

Resolved,  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  be  authorized  to  employ  their 
agents  in  each  state,  to  pay  off  the  prizes  of  the  tickets  sold  by  them  respec- 
tively ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  to  draw  upon  the  several  continental  loan-of- 
fices for  so  much  of  the  money  arising  on  the  sales  of  the  tickets,  and  depo- 
sited in  such  offices,  respectively^as  they  shall  find  necessary  to  pay  offsacfa 
prizes : 

That  the  several  agents  be  instructed  by  the  managers,  previous  to  (he 
payment  of  prizes  not  of  the  lowest  denomination  in  each  class,  to  receive  the 
tickets  entitling  the  possessors  to  such  prizes,  give  receipts  for  the  same, 
and  transmit  them  to  the  managers  for  their  examination,  with  the  Danes  of 
the  respective  owners  endorsed  thereon,  and  specifying  which  of  the  said 
prizes  are,  at  the  owner's  request,  to  be  paid  in  loan-office  certificates : 

That  the  loan-office  certificates  which  may  issue  for  prizes  of  the  second 
class  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum ;  any  resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding: 

That  the  managers  be  directed,  forthwith,  to  prepare  and  make  sale  of  the 
tickets  of  the  second  class  of  the  lottery ;  that  the  drawing  thereof  coHMKOce 
the  first  of  January  next,  and  be  completed  as  soon  as  may  be.  and  that  all 
the  tickets  then  unsold  be  the  property  and  at  the  risk  of  the  United  States : 

That  loan -office  certificates  of  the  following  denominations,  beariog  an 
interest  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  be  strucl,  under  the  directions  of  the 
board  of  treasury,  to  be  issued  to  such  fortunate  adventurers  in  the  first  class 
as  may  be  entitled  to  and  apply  fpr  the  same,  viz. 

50  certificates,  of  1000  dollars  each,  50,000 

400        do.  of   500        do.  200,000 
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JUsoived^  That  the  committee  ai^poiD ted  t»<  raperiDtead  the  pubiicatiou  of 
thejoornaisot  CoDgre8»»  be  empowered  aod  inatructed  to  employ  Mr.  Joha 
Dunlap  to  continue  pritttin^  the  said  journals/ instead  of  Robert  Aitkin. 

Congreaa  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to  ^hom  was 
referred  the  letter  frot»the  coMMnlssioDert  at  Pittsburg ;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedt  That  two  regimentsrbe  raised  in  Virginia  and  Peunsyivauia,  to 
serve  for  one  jear,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress,  for  tbe  protection 
of,  and  operatioAs  on  the  western  frontier^ ;  twelve  companies  in  Virginia 
and  four  in  Pennsylvania ;  each  non-conmisftioDed  officer  anil  soldier  to 
receive  M  dollars  bounty,  and  the  same  clothing  with  the  other,  continental 
soldiers:  Every  non-commi9aioned  officer  and  soldier  who  bhall  find  bis 
own  blanket,  musket  or  rifle  and  accoutrements,  shall  have  the  same  allow- 
ance as  is  given  by 'Congress  to  the  dt*afts  from  tlie  militia  for  filling  up  tlie 
contiheatal  regiments : 

That  brigadier  Hand  be  recalled  from  his  oommand  at  Pittsburg,  agree- 
abJ/  to  his*  request : 

That  a  proper  effieer  b4  imniedialely  sent  to  take  command  on  the  western 
frontiers : 

That  a  proper  person  be  appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of  quarter-mas^ 
ter,  commissary  and  pay-master  to  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Rocking- 
ham, Augusta,  Rockbridge,  Bottetourt,  Montgomery,  Washington  and  Green- 
briar,  in  Virginia : 

That  the  commissioners  at  Fort*Pitt,  or  in  their  absence,  the  officer  ap- 
pointed to  command  on  the  western'  frontier,  be  authorized  to  appoint  a 
person  to  perform  the  duties  aforesaid,  and  the  officers  necessary  for  com- 
manding the  battalions  above  mentioned : 

That  gen.  Washington  be  desired  to  appoint  the  officer  to  take  the  com- 
mand at  Fort-Pitt  and  the  westeni  frontiers,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  commis- 
stoners'  letter  be  sent  to  the  general. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

During  the  adjournment,  Mr.  Simeon  Deane,  brother  to  Silas  Deane,  esq. 
one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  arrived  express  from 
Fhmce»  with  sundry  important  despatches ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  was  convened,  and  the  despatches  opened  and  read,  among  which 
are  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  a  treaty  of  alliance,  concluded  between  his  . 
most  Christian  majesty  the  king  of  France  and  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, on  the  6th  day  of  February,  X77B* 

MONDAY,  May  4,  1778. 

A  letter,  oi  Hit  SOth  of  April,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read : 

Ordend,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr«  R«  H.  Lee,  Mr^  Drayton  and  Mr.  Chase. 

Two  letters,  of  the  Ist,  from  gen.  Washington,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed,  was  read : 

(Mkredj  That  an  extract  of  the  said  letter,  relative  to  money,  be  referred 
to  the  board  o^  treasury,  and  tiiat  the  letter,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  for  Indians  affiiirs. 

A  letter,  of  April  the  24th,  from  James  Duane,  esq.  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  copies  thereof  be  sent,  one  to  gen.  Washington,  and  one 
to  general  Oates. 

A  letter,  of  April  the  29ih,  from  gen.  Green,  quarter-master  general, 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  January  the  24th,  and  one,  of  February  the  2d,  from  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Smith,  enclosing  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  them  on  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce,  were  read  r 
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Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaaoiy. 

A  letter,  of  April  the  Slat,  from  gen.  Heath,  was  read: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaaurj. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  dated  April  the  16th,  was  read : 

Orderedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  petition  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier»  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasorr. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  treaties  concluded  between  his  nost 
Christian  majesty  the  king  of  France  and  the  United  States  of  Anerica, 
which  was  read. 

Three  o^clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  April  the  IGth,  from 
major-general  Schuyler,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  coi^sideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Gates  be  directed  to  afford  all  that  protection  to  the 
Oneida  and  Tuscarora  tribes^  and*othersof  the  Six  Indian  Nations,  which  the 
commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  promised  tiiem 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  said 
commissioners,  passed  on  this  subject,  the  15ih  day  of  April  last,  be  trant- 
mitted  to  general  Gates : 

That  Mr.  James  Deane,  agent  and  interpreter  for  the  commissioners  of 
Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  have  his  annual  salary  angmented 
to  600  dollars,  to  commence  from  the  first  day  of  January  last ;  and  that 
the  said  commissioners  be  authorized  to  allow  him  sacb  sums  for  his  eitra 
expenses  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable: 

That  the  saicf  commissioners  be  authorized  to  draw  on  Jonathan  Tramboll, 
esq.  pay -master  in  the  northern  department^  for  10,000  dollars,  for  pnrchasing 
goods  to  open  a  trade  at  Fort-Schuyler  with  such  of  the  Six  Indian  Matioiis 
as  they  shall  judge  proper,  and  tfaiat  the  said  commissioners  appoint  some 
suitable  person  or  persons  to  superintend  and  manage  the  said  trade,  under 
such  regulations  as  they  shall  make^  taking  care  that  the  said  trade  be  not 
attended  with  any  expense  to  the  United  States,  if  the  end  which  Conness 
have  in  view,  which  is  to  provide  for  and  conciliate  the  affections  of  the 
said  Indians,  can  be  obtained  upon  such  terms. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
concluded  at  Paris,  the  6th  day  of  February  irrS,  between  the  most  Chris- 
tian king  and  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  the  same  being  read,  duly 
weished  and  considered, 

Resolved,  unanimoudy.  That  the  same  be,  and  is  hereby  ratified. 

Congress  also  took  into  consideration  the  treaty  of  alliance,  concluded  at 
Paris,  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1778,  between  the  most  C'hristian  kinc 
and  the  United  States  of  America;  and  the  same  being  read,  duly  weig^ 
and  considered, 

Revived,  unanimously.  That  the  same  be,  and  is  hereby  ratified. 

Congress  also  took  into  consideration  the  act  separate  and  secret,  conclud- 
ed at  Paris,  the  6th  day  of  February,  1778,  between  his  most  Christian  aia- 
jesty  and  the  United  States  of  America;  and  the  same  being  duly  weighed. 

Resolved,  tinoaimousfy,  That  the  same  be,  and  is  hereby  ratified. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  entertain  the  highest  sense  of  the  magna- 
nimity and  wisdom,  of  his  most  Clmstian  majesty,  so  strongly  exemplifiM  in 
the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  the  treaty  of  alliance,  entered  into 
on  the  part  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  with  these  United  States,  at  Paris, 
on  the  6th  day  of  February  last ;  and  the  commissioners,  or  any  of  them,  re- 
presenting these  states  at  the  court  of  France,  are  directed  to  present  the 
grateful  acknowledgments  of  this  jCongress  to  his  most  Christian  majesty,  for 
his  truly  magnanimous  conduct  respecting  th^se  states,  in  the  said  generous 
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and  diainterested  treaties,  and  to  assare  his  majestj,  on  the  part  of  this  Con* . 
gress,  it  is  sincerely  wished  that  the  friendship  so  happily  commenced  be- 
tween France  and  these  United  States  may  be  perpetual. 

Reaoivedi  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of 
a  ratification  of  the  forc^ing  treaties :  the  members  chosen,  Mr«  R.  IL  Lee, 
Mr.  Oana>  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  May  5,  1778. 

On  motion,  Besolved,  That  a  passport  and  safe  conduct  be  granted  to  Mrs. 
Prevost,  wiieof  brigadier  Prevost,  now  at  Augustine,  that  she  may  return  to 
Europe. 

A  letter  of  the  Sd,  and  one  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Washington,  were  read, 
the  latter  enclosinff  a  letter  and  account  from  generai  lord  Sterling : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  and  account  from  gj^n.  lord  Sterling,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  Ist,  irom  gen.  Greene,  quarter*master-{^heral,  was  read. 

Beeolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  send,  without  delay,  a  per- 
son of  diligence  and  skill  to  Virginia,  there  to  enquire  into  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  salted  pork  and  beef  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  that  he 
be  directed  to  pass  along  the  different  stages  where  the  said  provisions  may 
be  lodged,  as  at  Georgetown,  Alexandria,  Dumfries,  Cave's  ware^house,  Fre- 
dericubttigh,  &c.  &c.  and  examine  into  the  conduct  of  all  deputy  commis- 
saries, denuty  quarter-masters,  and  deputy  waf^n-masters,  on  the  said 
route ;  ana  where  he  shall  discoverany  misconduct  in  the  said  officers,  either 
by  negleotiAg  to  forward  the  provisions  to  the  camp,  or  by  suffering  the  same 
to  be  danuiged,  or  by  misconaucting  the  wagonage  to  the  public  injury,  that 
he  report  the  result  of  such  ensuiry  to  the  heads  of  the  respective  diepart- 
roents,  and  to  the  governor  oi  Yir^nia,  together  with  the  state  and  condi- 
tion in  which  he  shall  find  the  provisions;  and  that  he  cause  necessary  coop- 
erage, fresh  brine^  smoking,  and  other  necessary  precautions  to  be  taken, 
for  the  preservation  of  the  public  provisions ;  and  that  he  cause  all  prudent 
expedition  to  be  used  in  forwarding  the  sound  provisions  quickly  to  the  army. 

Mr.  P.  Livingston,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New- York,  attended,  and 
took  his  seat  in  Congress. 

Beeolved^  That  the  commissioners,  or  any  one  of  them,  representing  these 
states  at  Ae  court  of  France,  be  instructed  to  inform  that  court  that,  although 
Coneress  have  readily  ratified  the  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  trea- 
ty of  alliance,  and  the  act,  separate  and  secret,  between  his  most  Christian 
majesty  and  these  United  States,  in  order  to  evince  more  clearly  their  sense 
of  the  magnanimity  and  goodness  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  evidenced 
in  the  said  treaties ;  yet,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  rendering  the  friendship 
and  alliance,  so  happily  bq;an,  permanent  and  perpetual,  and  being  appre- 
hensive that  differences  may  arise  from  the  11th  and  12th  articles  in  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  Congress  are  desirous  that  the  said  11th  and 
12th  articles  may  be  revoked  and  utterly  expunged :  ^ 

The  commhsionefs,  or  any  one  of  them,  are  therefore  instructed  to  use 
their  beat  endeavors  to  procure  the  abolition  of  the  said  llth  and  12th  arti- 
cles of  the  said  treaty. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  ratification,  brought  in 
the  same,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

The  ConmM  of  the  United  States  oTNew-IlftinDthire,  Mastachnsetts-Bay,  Rhode-Iaiand  and 
Ppondcnee  Plantirtlons,  ConneetioQt,  New-Yoitc,  New^erae/,  Penoajrlnmia,  Delaware,  Ma- 
lylami,  Vhtiinia,  North-Carolhia,  SiHifth- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  by  the  graae  of  God,  aof»i> 
reign,  free  and  independent  (  to  all  wlio  ihall  lee  theie  prewnta,  greeting : 

Whereas,  in  and  by  our  commission)  dated  Mt  Philadelphia,  the  30th  day 
Vol- 11.  68 
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of  September,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  aeTOD  hundred  and  aercB* 
ty  six,  BeDJaroin  Franklin,  one  of  the  delegates  in  Congress  from  the  state 
of  PennsyWania,  and  president  of  thexonirention  of  the  said  state,  &c«  Silas 
Deane,  late  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  Arthur  Lee,  bar- 
rister at  law,  were  nominated 'and  appointed^  our  commissioners,  with  foil 
powers  to  treat,  agree,  and  conclude  with  his  most  Christian  majesty  tire 
King  of  France,  or  widi  such  person  or  persons  as  should  be  by  him  for  that 
purpose  authorized,  of  and  upon  a  true  and  sincere  friendship,  and  a  firm, 
mviolable,  and  universal  peace,  for  the  defence,  protection,  and  safe^  of  the 
navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  we,  promising  in  good  foith  to  rati- 
fy whatsoever  our  said  commissioners  should  transact  in  the  premises ;  and, 
whereas,  our  said  commissioners,  in  pursuance  of  their  full  powers,  on  the 
6th  day  of  February  last,  at  Paris,  with  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  royal 
syndic  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  his  most  Christian  majestV's 
council  of  state,  by  virtue  of  powers  plenipotentiary  to  him  granted  by  Lis 
most  Christian  majesty,  and  aated  the  30m  day  of  January,  in  the  year  <^ 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-ei^t,  did  conclude  and 
sign,  on  the  part  of  the  crown  of  France,  and  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, a  (treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  or  treaty  of  alliance,  or  act  separate 
and  secret^  in  the  following  words,  (here  insert  the  respective  treaties  veiba- 
tim,  Frencn  and  English.) 

Now  know  ye,  that  we,  the  said  Confess,  have  unanimously  ratified  and 
confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  ratify  and  confirm  the  said  treaty,  and 
every  part,  article,  and  clause  thereof,  on  our  part  cohcloded  and  signed  as 
aforesaid ;  and  further  do  authorize  and  direct  our  commissienen  at  the 
court  of  France,  or  any  of  them,  to  deliver  this  our  act  of  ratification  to  ex- 
change for  the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty  on  the  part  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty  the  king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

Done  in  Coneress  at  York-town,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  this  4tli 
day  of  May,  in  me  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven* 
ty-eight. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  president,  bv  order  of  the  said  Congress^  hath 
hereunto  subscribed  his  name  and  affixed  his  seal. 

President.    (L.S.) 

Attest.  ^   Secretary* 

Ordertdy  That  six  copies  of  the  treaties,  with  the  ratification  agreed  iB^ 
be  made  out  and  transmitted  by  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  com- 
missioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  by  cKfl«rent  ceo- 
▼eyances. 

Ordered^  That  the  marine  committee  provide  vessels  for  carrying  the  sud 
desoatches. 

^  Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  ratifica- 
tion, be  directed  to  prepare  a  proper  publication  on  the  present  occasion. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  repoK ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mose»  Blacl, 

for  the  sum  of  54,387  60-90  dollars,  in  dischar&;e  of  the  following  drauf^ts 

of  Otis  and  Andrews,  in  favor  of  Philip  Moore,  and  endorsed  to  the  said  II. 

Black,  viz. 

One  dated  1st  April,  17789  at  three  days'  sight,  for  3,333  SO-90  dollan; 

one  dated  2d  of  April,  1778,  at  one  day's  si^ht,  for  3,333  30-90  dollars; 

one  dated  3d  of  April,  1778,  at, one  day's  sight,  for  3,333  30-30  dollars; 

one  dated  4th  of  April,  1778,  at  three  days'  sight,  for  40,000  dollars;  ooe 

dated  13th  of  April,  1778,  at  four  days'  sight,  for  4,387  60-90  dollars;  nhich 
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liuma  are  paid  at  the  instance  of  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general,  and 
to  be  chareed  to  his  account. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  col.  Charles 
Stewart,  commissary-general  of  issues,  for  the  sum  of  40,000  dollars,  for  the 
use  of  his  department,  and  to  be  charged  to  his  account. 

Ordered,  That  400,000  dollars  be  paid  to  William  Buchanan,  esq.  late 
commissary-^neral  of  purchases,  200,000  dollars  of  which,  for  the  payment 
of  debts  by  him  contracted  in  the  northern,  and  200,000  dollars  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  contracted  in  the  southern  district ;  which  sum  is  to  be  chain- 
ed to  his  account. 

Ordered^  That  1934  60-90  dollars,  he  paid  io  Daniel  Joy,  it  being  the 
amount  of  his  account,  liquidated  by  the  board  of  war,  for  proving  cannoOy 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  ofgen.  Green, 
quarter-master  general,  for  3,000,000  of  dollars,  for  the  use  ofhis  depart- 
ment, and  to  be  charged  to  his  account. 

Raolved,  That  the  officers  anpointed  to  command  the  two  battalions  or- 
dered to  be  raisd  in  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  for  the  defence  of  the  west- 
ern frontiers,  be  no  longer  continued  in  pay,  nor  be  considered  as  continental 
oflScers,  longer  than  the  said  regiments  are  continued  in  service. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  April  the  SOth,  from 
gen.  Washington,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  gen.  Washington's  glan  for  the  institu* 
tton  of  a  well  organized  inspectorship : 

'l*hat  baron  Steuben  be  appointed  to  tlie  office  of  inspector-seneral, 
with  the  rank  and  pay  of  major-general ;  his  pay  to  commence  from  the  time 
he  joined  the  army  and  entered  .into  the  service  of  the  United  States : 

That  there  be  two  ranks  of  inspectors,  under  the  direction  of  the  inspec- 
tor-general* tlie  first  to  superintend  two  or  more  brigades,  and  the  other  to  be 
charged  with  the  inspection  of  only  one  brigade. 

That  the  ofiicera  appointed  inspectors  receive,  in  addition  to  the  pay  which 
tliey  derive  from  their  rank,  30  dollars  a  month ;  and  that  the  brigade-in- 
spectors receive,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  20  dollars  a  month : 

That  gen.  Washington  be  autlioriz^  to  appoint  such  persons  to  be  inspec- 
tors and  brigade-inspectors  for  the  main  army,  as  he  shall  think  best  quali- 
fied to  execute  the  several  duties  of  those  offices. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  auditors  of  the  army  be  hereafter  augmented 
to  five  dollars  a  day,  and  that  each  of  them  be  allowed  forage  for  his  ser- 
vant's horse  whilsMn  camp. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Xay  6,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  April  27th,  from  John  Baynton,  pay-master  at  Fort-Pitt,  was 
read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasuir. 

A  letter,  of  April  27th,  from  the  commissioners  at  Fort-Pitt,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed 
to  report  thereon. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  16,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  marine  committee,  to  enable 
them  to  make  a  partial  payment  to  William  Smith,  esq.  for  iron  and  flour 
]iurchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  navy  in  the  eastern  department;  for 
which  they  are  to  be  accountable : 

That  18,306  dollars  be  paid  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  discharge 
three  bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon  them  bv  Messrs.  Hewes&  Smith,  commer- 
cial agents  at  Edentonj  North-Carolina ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  pnUiutwn.biM^tiiikw 
which  wu  r^d,  and  after  debate, 

Seaohfd,  That  the  Mine  be  re-cnmiaitte<t. 

Jtetofvnl,  That  Mr.  O.  Horrii  be  added  to  the  cmnvuttee. 

Tkkke  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Tlie  coromittoe  to  whom  wa*  re-commiltvd  the  draaijht  for  jtUmt 
brought  in  another  draught,  which  was  taken  into  ceDiiiwcaun,alv^ 
to  as  followB : 

Whereas,  CongreM  have  received  from  their  commitnuiMntf  fc*' 
of  France,  copies  of  a  treat;  of  amit;  and  commerce,  and  if  i  M<  • 
alliance,  between  the  crown  of  Prance  and  these  United  Stitei,  WjW" 
into  and  executed  at  Paris,  on  the  6th  da;  of  February  last,  by  laMtp 
perly  authorized  bjhis  moat  Chriitian  majestj  on  the  one  part,  alti* 
commissioners  on  the  other  part :  and  whereas,  the  wd  tnalitilRl" 
maturely  considered  and  unanimously  ratified  and  confirmed  i/jCtf*- 
in  which  said  treaty  of  anut;  and  commerce  are  the  articles  foUonV*- 
(here  insert  Art.' 6, 7. 14, 13, 16, 17.  SO,  81, 25, 86, 27,  aud«,w4fcl" 
of  the  passports.]  Now,  therefore,  to  the  end,  that  the  tut  trt^»^ 
well  and  faithfully  performed  and  kept  on  the  part  and  behalf  «fttattei 
States  i 

Resolved,  That  all  captains,  commanders,  and  other  oficm  ai  0 
belonging  to  any  vessels  of  war  of  these  Uoitcd  States,  or  u)^^' 
of  any  private  armed  vessels  commissioned  by  Congress,  aad  dl#' 
sut^ects  of  these  United  States,  do  govern  dtemsclves  strictlf  ii'f 
according  to  the  above  recited  articles ;  and  that  they  do  afibrflli*'' 
and  protection  to  the  persons,  commerce  and  property  of  tfae(rif>'* 
most  Christian  majesty,  as  is  due  to  the  persons,  commerce  an^|^' 
the  inhabitants  of  these  United  States; 

And  further  it  is  recommended  to  all  the  inhatHtants  of  the**" 
consider  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  majestr  as  tbcir  1r1"* 
allies,  and  that  they  behave  towards  them  with  the  friendship  u'^ 
due  to  the  sujbects  of  a  great  prince,  who,  with  the  highest  ""V'^ 
wisdom  hath  treated  with  these  United  States  on  terms  otpeffedt^S^^ 
mutual  advantage,  thereby  rendering  himself  the  protector  of  Ih  if" 
mankind. 

On  motion,  Reiolvtd,  That  when  any  ship  or  vessel  of  «s>*' 
rice  of  the  United  States  shall  be  lost  by  capture  orotherwiit,»^ 
enquiry,  consisting  ofthat  continental  navy -board  which  shrilb^*^ 
committee  of  Congress  be  directed  to  proceed  therein,  oraorn^T 
.../.,.  'wop* 


that  such  navy -board  may  appoint,  be  held  to  enquire  into  the  a^^ 
loss ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  Uiat  the  same  was  occasioned  tty  the  ifP 
ormal-cnnduct  of  tho  captmn  or  any  commissionedn^cer  bdwiy 

ship  or  vessel    of  war  anlnnt.  thmt  thm   ■  Huirt^nuirfial  he  Udw** 

of  the  officer  so  offend 
collected,  as  b^  the  r 
martial,  otherwise  of  fi 
purpose  appoint ;  and  i 
on  trial  that  the  same  i 
commanding- officer,  t 
suffer  death ;  and  if  tl 
casioned  by  any  othei 
such  court-martial  cas 
Rmdiied,  That  whc 
of  these  states  are  in 
capture  or  otherwise, 
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be  held  to  enquire  into  the  causes  thereof ;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  such 
loss  was  occasioned  bv  the  mal-conduct  or  negligence  of  any  captain  or 
commanding-officer  oi  anjr  other  ship  or  vessel  in  company  as  aforesaid, 
then  a  court-martitfl,  constituted  as  before-mentioned,  shall  be  held  for  the 
trial  of  the  officer  so  offending ;  and  if  the  loss  should  be  by  capture,  and  it 
should  appear  on  trial  that  such  capture  was  occasioned  by  the  cowardice  or 
treachery  of  silch  captain  or  commanding-officer  by  withholding  his  assist- 
ance from  the  ship  or  vessel  of  war  so  captured,  then  and  in  that  case  such 
eaptain  or  commanding-officer  shall  suffer  death  ;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that 
the  loss  happened  through  any  other  mal-conduct  of  such  captain  or  com- 
manding-officer, then  he  shall  be  by  such  court-martial  cashiered. 

i^esoliW,  That  if,  upon  enauiry  asfaforesaid  into  the  conduct  of  any  officer 
or  officers  in  the  service  of  these  states,  it  shall  appear  that  they  or  any  of 
them  shall  have  offended  in  any  instance  mentioned  in  these  resolutions,  it 
shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  navy -board  to  suspend  such  officer  or  officers 
until  a  trial  by  court-martial  shall  be  had,  and  the  navy-board  shall  forth- 
with transmit  to  the  marine-committee  the  proceedings  of  such  court  of  en- 
quiry, with  their  doings  in  consequence  thereof;  and  to  Congress  all  the 
proceedings  of  courts-martial,  when  any  shall  be  had,  previous  to  the  exe- 
catioD  of  any  capital  sentence,  that  shall  be  by  such  court-martial  awarded ; 
to  the  end  that  Uongress  may  extend  their  mercy  to  such  offenders  as  they 
may  judge  to  be  proper  objects  thereof. 

Rendved,  That  these  resolves  continue  in  force  one  year  from  the  date 
hereof,  and  no  longer. 

Resoletdt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  upon  the  present  situation  of  public  af* 
fairs :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  : . 

Ordereii,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Conmss  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  of  the 
5th;  Wbereupony 

Memdvedt  That  William  Palfre]is  pay-master  general,  be  allowed  the  ad* 
ditional  pay  of  100  dollars  a  month,  from  the  oate  of  this  resolution,  until 
Congress  shall  otherwise  order. 

Adjoorned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY  JMay  7, 1778. 

Congjess  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  on  the  re- 

K»rt  and  proceedings  of  the  committees  of  the  several  states  that  met  at 
ew-Haven  in  January,  and  on  the  resolves  from  North-Carolina;  and  after 
some  time  spent  thereon, 

Remdved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
The  board  of  war  having  recommended  Nathaniel  Chapman,  esq.  to  be  cap- 
tain erf  the  additional  company  to  colonel  Flower's  regiment  of  artillery -artin- 
cera ;  John  Jordan,  esq.  to  be  captain,  in  the  room  of  DitVid*'  Pancoast,  re- 
signed ;  and,  Henry  Strape  and  Theophilus  Park,  lieutenants  in  the  same 
corps; 

Rnolvtd^  That  they  be  appointed,  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to 
tbem  accordingly. 

The  board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  2066  60-90  dollars,  be  paid  to  William  Hoffman,  paper- 
maker,  beingso  much  advanced  him  on  account. 

JZeM>lrei,That  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  January,  1777, 
empowering  the  continental  treasurer  to  borrow  money  on  loan -office  certi- 
ficates, be,  and  it  hereby  is  repealed  and  annulled. 
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Remtivfd,  That  the  commiMionera  ■ppointed  Ear  the  cvortiof  SfB,lt 
cany,  Vienna,  and  Berlin,  should  live  in  such  Mjle  ud  Huaur, 
respective  courts,  as  they  m&y  tnd  BoiUble  and  neceu>^la« 
dignity  of  their  public  character;  keeping  an  account  flfttKiii 
whichshallbe  reimbursed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  StUn^Wno 

That,  besides  the  actual  expenses  of  the  commisfflanen,  i  latvi-' 
lowance  be  made  to  each  of  them,  as  a  compensatinn  f(>rhit  taw. 

That  the  commisgioaers  of  the  other  courts  in  Europe  be  ofM^b 
draw  bills  of  eichange,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  antonntcftnqB) 
ttpoo  the  commissioners  st  the  court  of  Fr&nce. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Jtfay  8, 1773. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  James  Mease,  clotbier-genenl,eBdi^>l* 
»f  the  20th  of  March  last,  from  Raymond  Demere,  was  rcid.ir^* 
pavment  of  sundry  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the  aaid  Deiam' 

'Ordertd,  To  lie  on  the  Uble. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  de  Francey,  was  read  :  , 

Ordered,  'I  hat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  tremsory. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  &om  dtebstidrfo^^ 
Mcting  the  contracts  nf  col.  Mark  Bird,  for  cattting  cannoB.  '<)*^ 
they  agree  in  opinion  with  the  board  of  war,  thatheoaghttobeaM'.^ 
Pennsylvania  currency,  per  ton,  more  than  the  original  coatnl"' 
cannon  committee,  in  consideration  of  his  loss  sustaiotd  bf  ttciv^ 
quantity  of  powder  required  to  be  used  in  the  proof  of  the  said  tMi'^ 
the  first  agreement :"  Whereupon,  ^ 

Besohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  settle  ""^VIj 
Bird  accordingly,  and  receive  from  him  the  cannon  belonging lik<>' 
States  remaining  in  his  hands.  ^^, 

The  commissioners  of  accounts  at  the  treasury,  with  theapfM** 
auditor-general,  report, 

Tliat  tliere  is  due  to  lieutenant  John  Grier,  of  col.  Williapt*' 
jnent,  a  balance  of  43S.54-90  dollars,  for  pay  during  thetime  be  w>^ 

To  Philip  Albright,  56  60-90  dollars,  for  aundry  CMtiiifnia"^ 
money  press  in  York-town  ; 

To'John  Thniter.  the  sum  of  S76  33-90  dollars,  for  hisHnic"'' 
in  the  secretary's  office,  from  the  9th  of  January  to  the  SthrfSfaj** 

Ordered,  I'hat  the  said  accounts  be  paid,  ^^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  iuhji^^ 
Unifrd  States  of  America,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  wai^T, 
eideration,  and  sundry  amendments  being  made  therein,  wu^ 
follows  : 

Ad  AililrenoTtlieConrren  to  theinluibiUulKif  IheUnitH]  Sum  of  i^  . 
Fbiekds  A»d  CountI 

thecummenoimaBtoril 
of  mankind.  It  hath  di 
biy  be  exhibited.  On 
in  the  service  of  despa 
and  establishing  the  ri^ 
You  cannot  but  remei 
duous  contest ;  and  how 
we  supplicated  a  redrest 
the  father  of  his  people 
appeal  to  the  justice,  th 
the  guardians,  the  asser 
of  ages  1  Men,  who,  wit 
freedom,  and  cemeated  i 
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for,  even  whilst  we  were  prostrated  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  that  fatal  blovt 
was  struck,  which  hath  separated  us  for  ever.  Thus  spurned,  contemned, 
and  insulted  ;  thus  driven  by  our  enemies  into  measures,  which  our  souls  ab- 
horred; we  made  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  unerring  wisdom  and 
justice:  to  that  Almighty  Ruler  of  princes,  whose  kingdom  is  over  all. 

We  were  then  quite  defenceless.  Without  arms,  without  ammunition, 
without  clothins,  without  ships,  without  money,  without  officers  skilled  in 
war ;  with  no  oUier  reliancebut  the  bravery  of  our  people  and  the  justice  of 
our  cause.  We  had  to  contend  with  a  nation  sreat  m  arts  and  in  arms, 
whose  fleets  covered  the  ocean,  whose  banners  had  waved  in  triumph  through 
every  Quarter  of  the  globe.  However  unequal  this  contest,  our  weakness 
was  still  farther  increased  by  the  enemies  which  America  had  nourished  in 
her  bosom.  Thus  exposed,  on  the  one  hand,  to  external  force  and  internal 
divisions ;  on  the  other,  to  be  compelled  to  drink  the  bitter  cup  of  slaver v, 
and  to  go  sorrowing  all  our  lives  long;  in  this  sad  alternative,  we  chose  the 
former.  To  this  alternative  we  were  reduced  by  men,  who,  had  they  been 
animated  by  one  spark  of  ^nerosity,  would  have  disdained  to  take  such 
mean  advantage  of  our  situation;  or,  had  they  paid  the  least  re^rd  to  the 
rules  of  justice,  would  have  considered  with  abhorrence  a  proposition  to  in- 
jure those,  who  had  faithfully  fought  their  battles,  and  industriously  contri^^ 
buted  to  rear  the  edifice  of  their  glory. 

But,  however  great  the  injustice  of  our  foes  in  commencing  this  war,  it  is 
bj  no  means  equal  to  that  cruelty  with  which  they  have  conducted  it.  The 
course  of  their  armies  is  marked  by  rapine  and  devastation.  Thousands^ 
without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  have  been  driven  from  their  peaceful  abodes, 
to  encounter  the  rigors  of  inclement  seasons ;  and  the  face  of  Heaven  hath 
been  insulted  by  the  wanton  conflagration  of  defenceless  towns.  Their  vic- 
tories have  been  followed  by  the  cool  murder  of  men,  no  longer  able  to  resist ; 
and  those  who  escaped  from  the  first  act  of  carnage,  have  been  exposed, 
by  cold,  hunger,  and  nakedness,  to  wear  out  a  miserable  existence  in  the 
tedious  hours  of  confinement,  or  to  become  the  destroyers  of  their  country- 
men, of  their  friends,  perhaps,  dreadful  idea !  of  their  parents  or  children. 
]>^or  wasthiB  the  outrageous  barbarity  of  an  individual,  but  a  system  of  de- 
liberate malice,  stamped  with  the  concurrence  of  the  British  legislature,  and 
sanctioned  with  all  the  formalities  of  law.  Nay,  determined  to  dissolve  the 
closest  bonds  of  society,  they  have  stimulated  servants  to  slay  their  masters 
in  the  peaceful  hour  of  domestic  security.  And,  as  if  all  this  were  insufficient 
to  slake  their  thirst  of  blood,  the  blood  of  brothers,  of  unoffending  brother^, 
they  have  excited  the  Indians  against  us;  and  ageneral,  who  calls  himself  a 
Christian,  a  follower  of  the  merciful  Jesus,  hath  dared  to  proclaim  to  all  the 
^?orld,  his  intention  of  letting  loose  against  us  whole  hosts  of  savages,  whose 
rule  of  warfare  is  promiscuous  carnage,  who  rejoice  to  murder  the  infant 
smiling  in  its  mother's  arms,  to  inflict  on  their  prisoners  the  most  excru* 
elating  torments,  and  exhibit  scenes  of  horror  from  which  nature  recoils. 

Were  it  possible,  they  would  have  added  to  this  terrible  ;  system  for  they 
have  offerea  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  to  be  exported  by  their  merchants 
to  the  sickly  baneful  climes  of  India,  there  to  perish ;  an  offer  not  accepted 
ofy  merely  from  the  impracticability  of  carrying  it  into  execution. 

Notwithstanding  these  great  provocations,  we  have  treated  such  of  them 
as  fell  into  our  hands  with  tenderness,  and  studiously  endeavored  to  allevi- 
jitc  the  afflictions  of  their  captivity.  This  conduct  we  liave  pursued  so  far  as 
to  be  by  them  stigmatized  with  cowardice,  and  by  otfr  friends  with  folly.  But 
cur  dependence  was  not  upon  man ;  it  was  upon  Him  who  hath  commanded 
us  to  love  our  enemies,  ana  to  render  good  for  evil.  And  what  can  be  more 
wonderful  than  the  manner  of  our  deliverances?  How  often  have  we  been 
reduced  to  distresSj  and  yet  been  raised  up  ?    When  the  means  to  prosecute 
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tlie  war  hftve  been  waatioK  to  ua,  have  aot  our  foes  theisselTei  bee 
ed  iostru  mental  io  proTiding  them  i  This  hath  been  done  in  nek 
of  instances,  BO  peculiarlr  narked,  almost  b^  the  direct  tnterpontiNrfh 
Tidence,  that  not  to  feelaad  acknowledge  bis  pretectioaimU  be  titbit 
of  impious  ineratitude. 

At  lenj^th  tnat  God  of  battles,  in  whom  was  our  trsat.  hatH  (■' 
through  the  paths  of  danger  aod  distress  to  the  thresholda  afmi^.  Ii 
hath  now  become  rooralljj^  certain,  that,  if  we  b«ve  courage  to  pm.K 
shall  establish  our  liberties  and  Independence.     The  haigfa^r  pn<ti 
■purned  qs  from  his  feet  with  coBtumeljand  disdain,  and  thepwiiwcana 
proscribed  us,  now  descend  to  offer  terms  of  accommodation.    WUSia 
lull  career  of  victorjr,  thejr  pulled  vfTthe'mask,  and  avowed  tkar  Uda 
despotism  ;  but  having  Uviahed  in  rain  the  blood  and  treanre  diim» 
jecis,  in  pursuit  of  this  execrable  purpose,  they  now  endeavor  to  obrj 
with  the  insidious  offers  of  peace.    Ther  would  seduce  jou  iatstJi^ 
ence,  which  necessarilj  inevitably  lead  to  the  most  hnDuliatii;>Hi 
And  do  they  believe  that  you  will  accept  these  fatal  temu  P  Bw," 
have  suffered  the  distresses  of  war,  do  they  suppose  that  yoa  will  ha^U 
the  dust,  before  the  feet  of  your  destroyers  i   Can  there  be  an  Aav"  ' 
lost  to  the  feelings  which  adorn  human  natnre  F  to  the  generSH  f^^ 
elevation,  the  dignity  of  freedom  !  Is  there  a  man  who  wonid  oatiik*te 
pendence  upon  those  who  have  deluged  his  country  in  the  blosd  4'a» 
bitants?  We  cannot  suppose  this;  neither  is  it  possible  that  tbcyte«* 
can  expect  to  make  many  converts.  What,  then,  is  their  intentiM  i  kitK' 
lull  you  with  the  rallscious  hopes  of  peace,  until  they  can  assemble  ■*■* 
to  prosecute  their  nefarious  aesignsf    If  this  is  not  the  caBe,i^**r 
strain  every  nerve  to  levy  men  throughout  their  islands  f  Whyiiij"" 
It  court  every  little  tyrant  of  Europe  to  sell  them  hisuohapfiyikMi*^ 
do  they  continue  to  embitter  the  minds  of  the  savajtes  acaiost  ]«^t*! 
this  is'n 
fore,  deci 
alliances 
from  des 
violation 
you  mus 
your  ten 
of  venge 
«ure  oftl 
Althougl 
any  corn 
away  fro 
Your  bri 
frieadEhi 
hunger  a 
Ten^gi) 
.    After 
Nor  can 
cause,  pi 
accessioi 
valne,  ai 
that,  if 
will  cos 
would  pi 
fice  you 
•ii]^pose 
conneiig 
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that  the  only  security  you  coald  obtain,  would  be  the  justice  and  moderation 
'  of  a  parliament  who  Have  sold  the  ri^ts  of  their  own  constituents.  And 
this^slender  securitr  is  still  farther  weakened  by  the  consideration  that  it 
was  pledged  to  rebels  (as  they  unjustly  call  the  good  people  of  these  states) 
with  whom  they  think  they  are  not  bound  to  keep  faith  by  any  law  whatso- 
ever. Thus  would  yoQ  be  cast  bound  among  men  whose  minds  by  yoiir 
yirtuous  resistance,  have  been  sharpened  to  the  keenest  edge  of  revenge. 
Thus  would  your  children,  and  your  children's  children,  be  by  you  forced 
to  a  participation  of  all  their  debts,  their  wars,  their  luxuries,  and  their  crimes. 
And  this  mad,  this  impious  system,  they  would  lead  you  toiadopt,  because  of 
the  derangement  of  your  finances. 

It  becomes  you  deeply  to  reflect  on  this  subject.  Is  there  a  country  upon 
earth  which  hath  such  resources  for  the  payment  of  her  debts  as  America? 
Buch  an  extensive  territory  ?  so  fertile,  so  blessed  in  its  climate  and  produc- 
tions ?  Surely  there  is  none.  Neither  is  there  any  to  which  the  wise  Euro- 
peans will  sooner  confide  their  property.  What,  then,  are  the  reasons  that 
your  money  hath  depreciated  ?  Because  no  taxes  have  been  imposed  to  carry 
on  the  war:  because  your  commerce  hath  been  interrupted  by  your  ene* 
my 's  fleets:  because  their  armies  have  ravaged  and  desolated* a  part  of 
Tour  country;  because  their  agents  have  villainously  counterfcitea  your 
bills :  because  extortioners  among  you,  inflamed  with  the  lust  of  gain,  nave 
added  to  the  price  of  every  article  of  life ;  and  because  Weak  men  have  been 
artfully  led  to  believe  that  it  is  of  no  value.  How  is  this  danserous  dis- 
ease to  be  remedied  ?  Let  those  among  you  who  have  leisure  and  opportuni- 
ty, collect  the  moneys  which  individuals  in  their  neighborhood  are  desirous 
o*f  placing  in  the  public  funds.  Let  the  several  legislatures  sink  their  re- 
spective emissions,  that  so,  there  being  but  one  kind  of  bills,  there  may  be 
less  danger  of  counterfeits.  Refrain  a  little  while  from  purchasing  tnose 
things  which  are  not  absolutely  necessary,  that  so  those  who  have  engros&ed 
commodities  may  suffer  (as  they  deservedly  will)  the  loss  of  their  ill-gotten 
hoards,  by  reason  of  the  commerce  with  forei^  nations,  which  the  fleets  will 
protect.  Above  all,  bring  forward  your  armies  into  the  field.  Trust  not  to 
appearances  of  peace  or  safety.  Be  assured  that,  unless  you  persevere,  you 
will  be  exposed  to  every  species  of  barbarity.  But,  if  you  exert  the  means  of 
defence  wnich  God  and  nature  have  ^ven  you,  the  time  will  soon  arrive  when 
every  man  shall  sit  under  his  own  vine  and  under  his  own  fig-tree,  and  there 
ahalf  be  none  to  make  him  afraid. 

The  sweets  of  a  free  commerce  with  every  part  of  the  earth  will  soon  re- 
imburse y^u  for  all  the  losses  you  have  sustained.  The  full  tide  of  wealth 
will  flow  m  upon  your  shores,  free  from  the^  arbitrary  impositions  of  those, 
whose  interest  and  whose  declared  policy  it  was  to  check  your  growth. 
Your  interests  will  be  fostered  and  nourished  by  governments,  that  derive 
their  power  from  your  grant,  and  will  therefore  be  obliged,  by  the  influence 
of  cogent  necessity,  to  exert  it  in  your  favor. 

It  tg  to  obtain  these  things  that  we  call  for  your  strenuous,  unremitted 
exertions.  Yet  do  not  believe  that  you  have  been,  or  can  be  saved  merely 
by  your  own  strength.  No !  it  is  by  the  assistance  of  Heaven,  and  this  yon 
must  assiduously  cultivate,  by  acts  which  Heaven  approves.  Thus  shall  the 
power  and  the  happiness  of  these  sovereign,  free  and  independent  states, 
founded  on  the  virtue  of  their  citis^ens,  increase,  extend  and  endure,  until  the 
Almighty  shall  blot  out  all  the  empires  of  the  earth. 

Jfesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  all  de- 
nominations to  read  or  cause  to  be  read,  immediately  after  divine  service, 
the  above  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
their  respective  churches  and  chapels,  and  other  places  ofreligious  worship. 
A  petition  from  Jacob  Gerhard  Derks  Was  read% 
Vol.  Ih  69 
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Ordered,  That  it  br  referred  to^eoeral  Wiihiiyton. 
A  letter.Dfthe  7th,  from  Hr.  SimetHi  Deane.widiBatHliypapcnMdafi 
wu  read: 

Ordtrtd,  Tlut  it  be  referred  to  the  botrd  of  trearaiy. 

Trku  o'oi^ok,  p.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condact  of  captH^r. 
toachiBE  a  certain  packet  from  the  commiasionen  of  these  Daird  ten 
Parit,  which  bad  been  robbed,  report. 

That  they  have  made  as  fall  an  esuninatioD  into  tliat  bnuoiafc 
evidence  they  were  able  to  obtain  would  pennit,  and,  on  the  whidt,  bia 
proof  of  aoTgiiilt  in  Mr.  Folger:  Whereapon, 

Aeiolva^l^t  Hr.  PoImtm  permitted  to  go  home,  mad  thithiitifHa 
be  paid  him,  at  well  sucnaihaTe  been  already  incnrred  aamiow 
neceiurilf  accrae  on  his  joamej  home. 

Congresa  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report*/ the  comaetkt  A 
whole,  on  a  proTiiion  for  officen  after  the  cloae  of  fte  war ;  Whcmfx 
motion  was  made  to  add, 

*■  Provided,  that  the  foregoing  resolution  shall  not  extend  to  iit  fa«e 
officers,  who  now  areorhereutermajbeiatheserTiceoftbeCaitEdtet^' 

On  which  the  previous  question  waa  moved,  whether  that  qeotH  km 
put  i  and  the  jreas  and  najs  being  required. 


SMk-UoMd, 


Hwylmd,  tlX.Cbmt, 

CatTVia. 


-.     ZV 

JftwsArtqr,  Ux.  Scudder,  na  >no 

J.  B.  Smith,    ajr^ay 
-     CBiig«n,  any 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
A  motion  was  then  made  to  add. 


•S.-CartilUta,        Ifr.  Lmoica^ 

HutMML 


i 


M  Provided,  that  the  provision  of  half-pa;  shall  not  extend  taiaj'' 
who  shall  take  or  hold  any  coramiBnon  from  anv  foreign  prince,  fM" 
potentate.and  be  liable  to  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  prucc, ^' 
potentate  of  whom  he  is  a  subject :"  ' 

A  previons  question  was  moved,  whether  that  qnesUon  be  n**p<^ 
te  yeas  and  nays  being  required. 


eing  requi 

r.  Geny, 

Lovell, 

Duui, 

Sio^Umid,      Mr.  EUery, 
ComMOiaa,         Hr.  Sbeman, 
Wolcott, 
lhu>Jcnaf,         Mr.  Scuddcr, 
AnwylnnM,     Hr.  Junei  Snuth 
J.  B.  South, 
CHngu, 

So  it  passed  in  the  nesadi 
A  letter,  of  the  Sth,  from 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  tal 
Adjeuncd  to  ten  o'clock  I 
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SATURDAY,  May  9, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  200  dollars  be  paid  to  Charles  Cist  and  James  Clajpoole, 
towards,  defrajing  their  expenses  on  their  employment  by  the  treasurer  in 
superintending  the  making  of  paper  for  loan-office  certificates  and  bills  of 
exchange ;  thej  to  be  accountable. 

Ordm^  That  2O,O0O  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine  committee,  for 
the  use  of  the  navy  board  in  the  middle  district;  tiie  said  committee  to  be 
accountable. 

Ordered^  That  24,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  commerce, 
to  be  b^  them  paid  to  Mens,  de  Francey,  for  the  use  of  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Rodenque  Hortales  &  Co.  and  to  be  charged  to  them  by  the  said  committee 
of  commerce,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Jtesolved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  navy  board  in  the  middle 
district,  in  the  room  of  John  Nixon,  esq.  resisned;  the  ballots  being  taken, 
'Willam  Smith,  esq.  of  Baltimore,  was  elected. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  baron  Steu- 
ben, recommending  capt  Landais,  report,  that  they  have  had  a  conference 
with  capt.  Landais ;  that  he  produced  brevet  commissions  of  his  being  a 
lieutenant  and  captain  in  the  navy  of  France,  also  a  continental  commission 
dated  March  1st,  1777,  appointing  him  captain  of  the  ship  Heureaux,  or  Flam- 
mand,  which  commission  is  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  S^fas  Deane,  esq. 
in  the  following  words :  ^'  I  give  you  a  commission  to  use  in  case  of  necessity 
or  the  advantage  of  makinea  prize ;  but  you  are  not  to  go  out  of  your  course 
for  that  purpose ;  you  willkeep  an  account  of  your  expenses,  wnich  will  be 
paid  you  on  your  arrival  in  America.  I  shall  write  to  tne  Congress  by  other 
conveyances,  and  assure  them  that  you  have  received  nothing  but  your  ex- 
pense, and  your  eenerous  confidence  in  them  will  not  pass  unnoticed." 
That  Mr.  Deane,  m  letters  to  the  marine  c6mmittee,  recommends  Mr.  Lan- 
dais in  the  strongest  terms ;  that  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  capt. 
Landais  hath  performed  the  business  he  was  employed  in  ^ith  zeal  and 
activity ;  that  by  his  spirited  behaviour  a  mutiny  was  c|uelled  on  board  the 
ship  Flammand,  and  she  and  her  lading  brought  safely  into  port;"  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  of  money  be  paid  to  capt.  Landais,  and  that  the  ma- 
rine committee  be  directed  to  report  a  pecuniary  consideration,  adequate 
to  his  services. 

Resolved,  That  capt.  Landais  be  continued  as  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States. 

Whereas  there  are  more  captains  in  the  navy  than  there  are  ships  provided 
for  them : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  write  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  and  inform  them,  that  Congress  ex- 
pect they  will  not  recommend  any  foreign  sea-officers,  nor  give  any  of  them 
the  least  expectation  of  being  employed  as  captains  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  on  a  provision  to  be  made  for  officers  after  the  war,  and  some 
time  beinc  sp^nt  thereon, 

Ordereoj  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

Ordered,  That  Saturday  next  oe  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration 
the  articles  of  confederation    and  that  on  or  before  l^ednesday  next,  the 
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delegates  of  the  several  states  iaj  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the 
bers,  aoj  objectioDa  made  or  amendments  proposed  to  the  contedericj  bj 
their  states. 

A  PROCLAHATION. 

Whereas  Congress  have  received  information  and  complaints,  ^thatvio- 
lences  have  been  donebv  American  armed  vessels  to  neutral  nations^ in  seizing 
ships  belondng  to  their  subjects  and  under  their  colours,  and  in  making 
captures  of  those  of  the  enemy  whilst  under  the  protection  of  neatru 
coasts,  contrary  to  the  usage  and  custom  of  nations :''  to  the  end,  that  such 
unjustifiable  and  piratical  acts,  which  reflect  dishonour  upon  the  nationai 
character  ^f  these  states,  may  be  in  future  effectuailj  prevented,  the  said 
Congress  hath  thou^t  proper  to  direct,  enjoin  and  command,  and  diej  do 
hereby  direct,  enjoin  and  command,  all'  captains,  commanders  and  other 
officers  and  seamen  belonging  to  any  American  armed  vessels,  to  goveni 
themselves  strictly  in  all  things  a^eeably  to  the  tenor  of  their  commi8sioos« 
and  the  instructions  and  resolutions  oT  Congress ;  particularly  that  tiiey 
pay  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powers  and  the  usage  and  cos* 
torn  of  civilized  nations,  and  on  no  pretence  whatever  presume  to  take  er 
seize  any  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  the  subject*  of  princes  or  powers  in 
alliance  with  these  United  States,  except  they  are  employed  in  carryiag 
contraband  goods  or  soldiers  to  our  enemies,  and  in  such  case  that  they  con- 
form to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  treaties  subsisting  between  soch 
princes  or  powers  and  these  states ;  and  that  they  do  not  capture,  seize. or 
plunder  any  ships  or  vessels  of  our  enemies,  being  under  the  protection  of 
neutral  coasts,  nations  or  princes,  under  the  penalty  of  being  condignly 
punished  therefor,  and  also  of  being  bound  to  make  satisfaction  for  all 
matters  of  damage  and  the  interest  thereof  by  reparation,  under  the  pains 
and  obligation  of  their  persons  and  goods*  And  further,  the  said  Congress  doth 
hereby  resolve  and  declare,  that  persons  wilfully  offending  in  any  of  the 
foregoing  instances,  if  taken  by  any  foreign  powers  in  consequence  thereof, 
will  not  be  considered  as  having  a  right  to  claim  protection  from  these  states, 
but  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  the  usage  and  custom  of  nations  may 
be  infticted  upon  such  offenders. 

Given  in  Con^rj||s  at  York,  in  the  stete  of  Pennsylvania,  this  ninth  day  of 
May,  anno  dbminr  1778. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  May  1 1, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Yirgtnia,  and  one  of  April  306. 
from  B.  Harrison,  deputy  pay-master  general,  witii  his  monthly  acceant, 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  W.  Aylett,  esq.  deputy  commissary-general  of 
purchases  in  Virginia,  was  read,  respecting  the  pNork  bought  of  Hewesft  Co. 
and  damages  recovered  of  them  on  account  of  its  bad  quality. 

Whereas,  it  hath  been  represented  te  us  that  a  certain  snow,  called  ''Oor 
Lady  of  Mount  Carmel  ana  St.  Anthony,''  said  to  be  the  property  of  Messrs. 
John  Ignatius  de  Oliveria  Perceira  and  Anthony  dios  dos  Santos,  snlnects  of 
his  most  faithful  majesty  the  king  of  Portu^l,  and  bound  from  the  Brazils 
to  Fayal,  was  taken  on  the  high  seas  by  a  private  armed  vessel,  commissioft- 
ed  by  these  United  States,  and  sent  as  a  prize  into  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay ;  that  the  same  vessel,  being  duly  libelled  in  the  courts  of  the  said 
stete,  was  acquitted ;  and  that  no  owner  hath  appeared  to  claim  the  said 
snow  and  her  cargo,  the  master  of  the  said  snow  having,  as  is  said,  been 
sent  home  in  another  vessel,  at  his  own  request,  by  the  master  of  the    '^ 
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armed  ▼essel ;  and  whereas  it  hath  been  further  represented  unto  ns,  that 
divers  of  the  commodities  in  the  said  snow  contained  are  perishable ;  that 
damage  may  arise  from  permitting  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  continue  in 
their  present  situation,  and  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  send  the  said  snow 
to  the  place  of  her  former  destination,  as  she  might  be  made  prize  of  bjr  ships 
ID  the  service  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain. 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  right  may  in  this  behalf  be  done. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  wai^  of  the  said  state  of  Massachusetts- Bay  be 
requested  to  make  sale,  with  all  convenient  speed,  in  the  best  manner,  and 
for  the  most  money  possible,  of  the  said  snow  and  her  cargo,  to  deposit  the 
net  proceeds  thereof,  after  deducting  all  costs  and  charges,  which  shall  then 
be  due  thereon,  in  the  public  funds  of  these  United  States ;  and  to  transmit 
an  exact  account  thereof  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs : 

That  the  said  committee  do  transmit  such  account,  and  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  admiralty  relative  to  the  said  snow,  together  with 
these  resolutions,  to  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  these  states,  who 
may  then  be  and  reside  at  the  court  of  his  most  Christian  majesty;  and 

That  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  do  inform  the  ambassador 
or  resident  of  his  most  faithful  majesty  at  the  said  court,  of  the  premises,  in 
order  that  the  lawful  and  rightful  owners  of  the  said  snow  and  her  carso, 
may  obtain  proper  certificates,  and  authentic  proof  of  their  property  in  tne 
same,  and  thereby  be  enabled,  either  personally  or  by  their  lawful  attorney, 
to  appear,  demand,  and  receive  the  moneys  so  deposited  as  aforesaid,  to- 
other with  the  interest  thereof. 

It  is  nevertheless  provided,  that  nothing  in  the  foregoing  resolutions  con- 
tained, shall  be  construed  to  bar  the  lawful  and  rightful  owners  of  the  said 
snow,  and  of  her  cai^,  from  their  action  or  actions  against  the  master  or 
owners  of  the  said  private  armed  vessel,  or  any  of  them,  for  damages  sus- 
tained beyond  the  money  so  to  be  deposited  by  reason  of  the  capture  afore- 
aid ;  any  clause  or  article  thereof  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : 

On  the  question  put,  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required. 


Dana, 


^ew'Jeneyt 
Penruyivaiiia, 


]fr.  EDeiy, 
Mr.  Sheniiaii, 
Huntington, 
Wolcot^ 
Mr.  G.  MoRia^ 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 
J.Smith, 
Clingan, 


Delaware^ 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

PUcter, 

Henrv, 

VirginUh 

Mr.  R  H.  Lee, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

T.  Adams, 

S^'CanHna, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Matthews, 

Hutson, 

Mr.  Langworthy,  ay^ay 


Georgia, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
6th  of  March  last,  from  R.  Morris,  esq.  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on 
that  basiness. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  15,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Joseph  Nourse,  esq.  pay-mas- 
ter to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  count  Pu- 
laski, for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  horses  and  recruiting  his  corps ;  the  said 
count  Pulaski  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance,  was  read,  informing  that  the  board  of  war  have  directed  him 
to  apply  for  25,00€^ollars  for  George  Ewing,  commissary  of  hides,  to  enable 
him  to  furnish  his  deputies  with  money  for  their  respective  districts,  to  pay 
his  workmen,  and  discharge  debts  contracted  by  him  on  public  account ; 
Whereupon, 
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Re&olved,  Thit  the  ram  of  25^00  dollara  ftppKed  for  br  Ik  emh 
of  hides,  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  and  tiiat  Aey  «Bp*7  >  turn* 
proper  pereon  toappljthe  said  moneyto  the  dcpartnent  iriHdti,nl 
CDfluir;  shall  be  made  iotottie  condactof  the  said  ceniBiturj. 

CoD^exs  proceeded  to  Uie  election  of  a  coamiBSwy  af  pfUNe^  i 
ro<im  of  Elias  BoudiDot,esq.  resigDed,  and  the  ballots  beisg  Viit,tk 
Francis  Johnson  was  elected. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrpw. 

TUESDAY,  JUoy  12,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  Mr.  Udne;  Haj,  with  vnndtj  ptfota^ 
was  read : 

Oniered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  thenwbinih 
Hr.  O.  Morris,  Mr.  Dana,  and  Mr.  Carroll. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  col.  George  Morgan,  w»b  read :  Wton^ 

Orderti,  That  lo  much  of  the  Bald  letter  as  relates  to  hiiic(*iiiL> 
ttier  witli  his  accounts  accoropan^ng  the  said  Utter.be  rehrrtdliW 
of  treasury : 

ThatM  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  Indian  aiUn,benfaid 
the  committee  on  Indian  Aflairs  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  make  engoiry  into  the  chbii 
loss  of  the  boats  on  the  Ohio,  mentioned  in  the  said  letter,  aod  Rfi'" 
to  Congress. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  emit*. 
the  whole,  on  an  allowance  to  officers  after  the  war,  and  nmIvH 
spent  thereon, 

Ordend,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  porty^'*' 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  ^ay  19, 1778. 
A  letter,  of  April  S6th,  from  col.  Alexander  M'tleDaghaii,  if  k^ 

E*iiia  reeiment,  was  read,  representing,  that  the  state  of  hiibetlA<* 
m  unfit  to  serve  his  country  in  suchmanueras  hecoald  wish,!"*' 
is  DO  appearance  of  his  being  able  to  take  the  field  tlus  a,afa^''r 
ing  leave  to  resign  : 

Raalved,  That  his  reiignation  be  accepted. 
A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  Matthew  cfarkscui,  est),  was  real: 
OtdiTtd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury.  ■ 

A  letter,  of  April  «Olh,  from  brigadier  Stark ;  wie,  of  MlJ*' 
Nnrmond  Iianeuville;  and  a  petition  from  major  Debols,  wereW 

Ordertd,  Th>l  lliov  ho  rff^rro.l  tn  fhi>  hnonl  of  mr. 

A  reroooE 
teized  by  oi 

lUmlved, 
board  of  wai 
hereby  dire 
•hall  think  < 

A  letter,- 
from  sen.  si 

Oriertd, 
chosen,  Mr. 

A  letter, 
letter  from 
gUictr 
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^      A  petitioD  from  Joba  Sackville  Hiegins,  at  Boston,  was  read,  praying 

\^  for  leave  to  return  to  Englaod  on  parole,  or  to  go  to  New -York  to  solicit  an 

,.  exchange: 

^       Ordmd,  That  it  be  referred  to  gen.  Waahin^on. 

^      A  memorial  from  Mona.  Laneuville»  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was 

J,  read ; 

Oritmif  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Carroll,  and  Mr.  Duer. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  gen.  Lee,  was  read  : 
Ordtndt  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 
The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  Messrs. 
^  Francis  Hopkinson  and  J.  Wharton,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  600  dollars  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  memorialists,  for 
'  their  extra  services  in  Bordentown,  and  to  defray  their  expenses  to  Baltimore* 

The  committee  on  thetreaaury  brought  in  a  report ;-  Whereupon, 

^       Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  esq.  commissioner 

'  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  favor  of 

the  committee  of  commerce,  for  11,666  60*90  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay 

Archibald  Mercer  and  Philip  Moore,  the  valuation  of  the  ship  Two  Friends, 

'  and  the  ship  Moore,  chartered  and  insured  by  the  said  coi)[imittee,  and  taken 

bj  the  enemy,  as  appears  to  them  by  protests  regularly  made ;  the  said 

committee  to  be  accountable : 

That  10,174  88-90  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  to 
discharge  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance's  bill  of  the  25th  of  April  last,  on  the 
said  committee,  in  favor  of  Elbridee  Gerry,  esq.  for  that  sum,  ft  being  the  . 
amount  of  their  accounts  against  the  ship  Chase  and  snow  George ;  the  said 
committee  to  be  accountable : 

That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  esq.  late  commis- 
sary-general of  purchases,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  col.  George  Moi^n,  for  the 
use  of  die  commissary -general's  department  in  the  western  district ;  the  said 
William  Buchanan,  esq.  to  be  accountable : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  George  Moi^n,  to  be  by  him  trans- 
initted  to  John  Baynton,  esq.  pay-master  of  the  western  district  at  Fort-Pitt, 
who  is  in  be  accountable  : 

That  60,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  esq.  late  com- 
missary-general of  purchases,  for  the  use  of  the  middle  district  of  the  com- 
missary-general's department ;  the  said  William  Buchanan  to  be  accountable: 
That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-master  to  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  b;^  him  transmitted  to  lieut.  col.  Temple, 
upon  the  application  of  col.  Theophilus  Bland,  of  tlie  first  renment  of  light 
dragoons,  to  purchase  clothing  for  the  same;  the  said  col.  tfland  to  be  ac-- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  William  Buchan- 
an, esq.  late  commissary-general  of  purchases,  for  25,696  60-90  dollars,  to 
discharge  a  demand  of  Blair  M'Clenaghan,  for  a  quantity  of  rum  purchased 
of  him  agreeable  to  an  order  of  Congress  of  the  12th  day  of  September 
last ;  and  that  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  be  directed  to  date  the 
certificates  the  25th  day  of  December  last,  it  being  the  time  that  Mr,  M< 
Clenaghan  applied  for  tne  certificates,  agreeable  to  his  contract;  the  said 
William  Buchanan  to  be  accountable: 

Xhat  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  capt  M'Ree,  to  dischar|^  a  drausht  of 
John  Ashe,  provincial  treasurer  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  datecfMay 
I  Oth,  1777,  in  favor  of  Francis  Child,  and  expressed  to  be  for  the  service  of 
the  United  States;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  col.  Bland  make  a  particular  return  of  the  clothing  by 
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bim  purchftseU  and  distributed  ta  his  men,  with  the  nuneaof  tiMMina 
log  the  ume,  to  the  clothier -general,  in  order  th&t »  proper  dvgt  h; 
nude  thereof  in  his  boolu. 

The  commiMioDen  of  cluma  tt  the  board  of  treasarj,  mi/k  it  if^ 
tion  of  the  auditor-general,  report. 

That  there  U  due  to  Mr.  Siineoa  Deane,  a  balance  of  683  mUn 
on  account  of  hia  expenses  in  bringing  despatches  from  the  o 
at  Paris : 

To  the  Rer.  Mr.  LotUnier,  chaplain  to  col.  Janes  Livinpbi 
for  par  anc)  rations  from  March  11th  to  Maj  10th.  indnsiTc,  I 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  3000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Simeon  Deanc,  ie  i 
of  hiH  faithful  execution  of  a  most  important  tmst  reposed  is  fa^^ 
commissionets  of  these  states  at  Paris. 

Congress  resumed  the  conuderation  of  tiie  nfort  of  tiie  cMniWi^^ 
whole, on  an  allowance  to  officersafterthe  war  ;  Whereupoa,  it  vnsM 

That  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  u  amended  btCais 
be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislatures  of  the  setewiiK^' 
their  opinion  and  directions  thereon : 

And  the  jeas  and  oajs  being  required, 


Ddauxwt,  Ur.VfSxm, 

Marylaml,  Ur.  C«n4 


VtrpMO, 


Pbltt, 

•  • 

Henrj, 

Hr.  R-H-lA 

\l 

F.  L.LW 

T.  A(bm 

■) 

1 

M^ttlttm 

•f" 

Muti^ttfBaii,  Mr.  Gen;, 

Lovell. 

Duu^ 
Jtht^Mand,  Mr.  FJlcty, 
Ctimectietu,      Ur.  Sberaun,  ay  i 

Huntinpon,     ay  S' 

Wokott,  t^i 

M)tm-Ti*,         Mr.  Duer,  n«  ? 

G.  Horrid         fw  5 
yeV'.hrtes,       Mr.  Scudder, 
Penna/kaiia,   Mr.  R.  Hoirn, 

Junes  Smith,    no  ^ 

CUngm, 
So  it  passed  in  the  nemtive. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  ,tfiiy  14,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  Ae  ISth,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  sulidr7ps{ia)<i^ 
.was  read ; 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  the  M*^ 
the  frigates  in  the  Delaware,  be  referred  to  the  marine  commiiM''' 
remainder  to  the  board  of  war.  i. 

A  letter,  of  the  9tb,  from  lieu tenant-colmel  Ethan  Allen,  *^ 
Whereupon, 

Semtlved,  That  a  brevet  commission  of  colonel  be  granted  ^^^''1! 
in  reward  of  his  fortitude,  Grmneas  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  li>'^| 
■Banifeated  during  the  course  of  hie  long  and  cruel  captiritj,  if  ■*' 
former  occasii 

A  letter,  of 
upon, 

Beeolved,  Tl 
north  eni  depa 

The  ballots 

A  letter,  of 
Fennsrivania  i 
Preaident  Low 
brigadier  Moul 
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Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  Mr.  President  Lowndes  and  brigadier 
Moultrie,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three;  the  members  chosen,  Mr. 
Henry,  Mr.  T,  Adams  and  Mr.  Matthews. 

An  application  from  baron  Bose  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  together  with  a 
letter  of  the  10th,  from  John  Penn  and  Benjamin  Chew,  esqrs.  enclosed 
therein ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
•hosen,  Mr.  M^Rean,  Mr.  Carroll,  and  Mr.  James  Smith. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  the  letter  of  the 
Sd  from  the  council  of  Pennsylvania  was  referred,  be  discharged  from  pro*- 
ceeding  on  that  business,  and  that  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

A  letter,  of  April  16th,  from  William  Gibbs,  William  Parker,  and  Ed- 
ward Blake,  commissioners  of  the  continental  Uan-office  in  the  state  of  South- 
Carolina,  to  the  continental  treasurer,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  who  are  to 
report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Nova-Scoitiay 
which  was  read  the  6th,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr,  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  f.  L.  Lee  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

A  representation  of  the  bishops  and  elders  of  the  United  Brethren  settled 
in  Pennsylvania,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Eliery,  Mr.  M*Kean,andMr.  Carroll. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  11,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Edward  Langworthy,  esq. 
a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Georgia,  on  his  application,  for  the  use  of  that 
state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  state  of  South-Carolina  having  transmitted  their  accounts  against  the 
United  States, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of-  treasunr* 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  and  certificates  respect- 
ing Mons.  de  laNeuville,  report,"  that  they  have  duly  examined  the  same, 
and  find  that  Mons.  de  la  Neuville,  the  elder,  is  recommended  by  baron  de 
Wormser,  lieutenant-general  in  the  French  service,  as  an  officer  of  great 
zeal,  activity  and  knowledge  in  the  French  service,  and  as  one  who  may  be 
usefully  employed  in  all  military  operations  ;  that  he  is  recommended  to  gen. 
Washington  by  the  marquis  de*  Bouilli,  governor  of  Martinico,  as  an  intel- 
ligent officer,  not  only  acquainted  with  the  theory,  but  practice  of  war, 
having  served  several  campaigns  in  Germany  ;  that  he  is  also  recommend- 
ed to  eeneral  Washington  oy  Mons.  Merlet,  quarter-master  general  of  the 
French  army,  and  pointed  out  in  that  recommendation  as  a  proficient  in  the 
science  of  tactics,  and  consequently  very  capable  of  forming  and  disciplininr 
bodies  of  infantry ;  that  these  recommendations  are  further  strengthened 

K^     the  favorable  testimonies  of  tha  marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  major-general 
^nwav;"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  employ  Mons. 
de  la  Neuville  as  inspector  of  the  army  under  th'e  command  of  major-gen- 
eral Gates: 

On  putting  this  questioOi  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Cmnecticus,       Mr.  Sherman,        fio"^ 

r 


*  MBMO^ttts^JBay^  Mr.  GertY, 

Loveliy 
Dana, 
nhBde-Mand,     Mr.  fitej, 

Voi«  II.  70 


Huntington,    no 
Wolcotl,         fw 


5M 
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Pauuyhfama, 


jMouwtj 


O.  Motfiib  aif 
Mr.  Scuddcr,  ay 
Mr.  R.  MoiTiflt  no 
James  Smith*  no 
J.  B.  Snith«  oy 
CixngMi,         nv 


JUofyiosd^ 


Virginia^ 


fM 


Hr.Curoil, 

Hemy» 
Ur.  R.  H.  Lee,      ay/ 


F.  L.  Lee, 
&-Cartb'iia»       Mr.  IjMit«ii% 


GcvrgtOf 


"9) 

Matthews,      ^  s«|f 
Hutaon,  ay  ( 

Mr.  Langwordifp  aarm 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Besolvedp  That  Mr.  de  la  NeuviUe's  pajr  as  inspector  be  105  dollars  per 
01011th,  and  six  rations  a  day ;  his  pay  and  rations  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  his  entering  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Betolved,  That  Mr.  de  la  Nenville  be  informed,  that  Congress  will  W 
disposed,  after  an  experience  of  his  services  oC  an  inspector  to  the  annv 
under  general  Gates,  for  the  space  of  three  months,  to  confer  on  him  mida 
rank  as  his  merits  may  jostiy  entile  him  to. 

A^youmed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  May  15,  1778. 

A  letter^  of  the  5th,  from  governor  Trumball ;  one,  of  April  the  SOth, 
from  Jonathan  Tnimball,  j«n.  esq.  pay-master  in  the  northern  department; 
$ad  one,  of  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  from  Joseph  Trumball,  esq.  late 
commissary-ffeneral,  were  read : 

OrdenOf  That  the  two  last  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasoiy.. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  W.  Denning,  esq.  was  read. 

A  paragraph  of  a  letter  of  April  the  £rth,  from  governor  Livingston*  was 
laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Orderidf  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Congress  having  received  information,  that  divers  infractions  have  Wen 
made  by  officers  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  upon  the  con- 
vention of  Saratoga,  particularly  by  compelling  some  of  the  prisoners  to 
bear  arms  against  these  United  States,  since  their  return  to  Canada ; 

JRuoUfidp  That  his  excellency  governor  Clinton,  of  New  York,  be  re- 
quested  to  take  such  measures  as  he  shall  deem  most  prudent  and  eSectuai 
ur  ascertaining  the  truth  of  this  bformation,  and  to  transmit  to  Congress  the 
evidence  which  he  may  obtain. 

BaolveA,  That  the  sum  of  2000  dollars  in  specie,  and  10,000  dollars  in 
continental  money,  be  advanced  to  covernor  Clinton,  for  defraying  the  oe- 
cessaiy  expenses  of  executing  the  foregoing  resolution.;  that  theboairi  of 
treasury  be  authorized  to  pay  the  said  sums. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  an  allowance  to  be  made  to  officers  after  the  war,  and  on  revision, 
an  amendment  being  admitted  by  general  consent,  a  question  was  put  to 
agree  to  the  whole  as  amended ;  Whereupon, 

jRiiolved,  unanimousljff  That  all  military  officers  commissioned  by  Con- 
gpress,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  shall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  and  not  hold  any  office  of  profit 
under  these  states,  or  any  of  them,  shall,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
be  entitled  to  receive  annually,  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  they  live  so 
long^  one  half  of  the  present  pay  of  such  officers;  provided,  that  nogefsal 
officer  of  the  cavalry,  artillery  or  infantry  shall  be  entitied  to  receive  meie* 
than  the  one  half  part  of  the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  such  corps  respectivdy; 
and  provided,  that  this  resolution  shall  not  extend  to  any  officer  in  tne  service 
of  the  United  States,  unless  he  shall  ha/ve  taken  an  oath  of  all^iance  to,  and 
shall  actually  reside  within  some  one  of  the  United  States. 


J0USMAL8  mr  OQNeBEsa.  im. 


M« 


ZWhIWIW 

Mr.  M'Kean 

Jlto^teiidl 

Mr.CamiU 

H««iy. 

Plater, 

Fir^ima. 

Mr.  R  U.  Ue, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

^.-Coro&'fui, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Matthew^ 

Hutsoi^ 

Ckorgia^ 


Mr.  Lan^'orthj,  a^ 


Baahoedj  wmmmofubft  That  c?erj  non^conimiasioiied  military  oflkar 
and  soldier,  who  hath  lalitted,  or  shall  iDtiat,  ioto  the  aerTioo  of  theao 
itatea,  for  and  daring  the  war,  and  shall  continue  therein  to  the  end  there* 
of,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  farther  reward  of  80  dollars  at  the  eipii* 
ration  of  the  war. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  being  required, 

Mam^ttu-Basff  Mr.  Oeny, 

Lovell, 
Daoa» 
Mr.EUexy 
Mr,  Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Wofcott, 
Mr.  Duer, 

O.Moiti% 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  R.  Morru^ 

J.  B.  Smith,    oy 
James  Simtfa,  ay  f*^ 
CliiigMi.         ajt 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  letter  of  this  day,  from  general  Mifflin,  was  read : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  $  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Carroll,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

llie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  John  Penn  and  Benja- 
min Chew,  esqrs.  dated  May  the  1 0th,  and  directed  to  the  board  of  war, 
tirought  in  a  report;  Wherenponi 

Mtselvedf  That  John  Penn  and  Benjamin  Chew,  esqrs.  be  conveyed, 
without  delay  9  into  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  there  dischai^ed  from  their 
parole,  and  that  their  excellencies  the  president  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  gov. 
of  New- Jersey  be  severally  furnishea  immediately  with  a  copy  of  this  act. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  May  16,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  I.  Melchior,  was  read : 

Ordered^  lliat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board 
enquire  into  the  state  of  the  barrack-master's  departmenti  the  number  of 
deputies  employed,  and  the  places  where,  and  report  thereon. 

A  report,  from  gov.  Livingston  was  laid  before  Concress  and  read,  where* 
in  he  informs,  **  that  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  19th 
of  February  he -has  removed  GiRbrd  Dally,  deputy  quarter-master  at  Mor"* 
ristown,  in  that  state,  for  misbehaviour  and  neglect  of  doty,  and  appointed 
iu  his  place  Benjamin  Lindsay,  esq.  during  the  will  and  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress, or  such  his  superior  officer  as  iS  or  may  be  authori^MO  to  remove  him  | 
that  he  has  reduced  the  number  of  assistants  employed  bv  Joseph  Dewees, 
deputv  commissary  in  the  same  place,  from  four  to  three  y* 

Ordered^  That  the  said  re|>ort  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three }  tha 
menbers  chosen,  Mr*  6.  Morris,  Mr.  Dana,  and  Mr.EUerv* 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereunon, 

Orderedj  That  100,000  dollars  to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  Jan.  to  be 
by  Urn  delivered  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  de|mly  director  general,  for  the  nee 
of  the  hoapitaU  of  the  middle  district  i  the  said  Dr.  J.  Potts  to  be  aocountable  t 

That  dO,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  enable 
them  to  discharge  four  hills  drawn  on  them  by  Abraham  Livingstoni  ea(ft 
continental  agent  at  Charleston,  da^  the  ISth,  19Uw  SOtb  and  Slat  of 
March,  for  that  sum. 

Raohvtd^  That  the  invoice  of  artielea  to  be  imported  from  FrancOi  toge- 
ther with  "tlie  list  of  medicines,  approved  by  Congress,  be  aigned  by  tte 
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committee  of  cLmmerce,  and  transmitted  to  the  commiaaionera  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  Paris,  who  are  authorized  and  directed  to  a|ipl j  to  the  hoaie 
of  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  for  such  of  the  said  articles  as  thej  ahall  not 
have  previouslj  purchased  or  contracted  fon 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  invoices  be  delivered  to  Monaw  de  Francej, 
agent  for  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  together  with  a  copj  of  the  fongoiog 
resolution. 

Renolved^  That  the  articles  to  be  shipped  by  the  house  of  Roderique  Hor- 
tales &  Co.  be  not  insured,  but  that  notice  be  given  to  the  commissioners  at 
France,  that  thej  may  endeavour  to  obtain  convoy  for  the  protection  thereot 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  gov.  Livingston's  letter  of  April  27th,  respect- 
ing the  horses  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army,  at  the  request 
of  the  committee  of  Congress  in  camp,  be  transmitted  to  the  quarter-natter 
general ;  and  that  he  be  ordered  immediately  to  pay  for  such  horses  and  set- 
tle the  accounts  with  the  persons  employed  to  make  the  purchases,  agreea- 
bly to  the  terms  upon  which  the  governor  engaged* 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  for  foreign  afiairs  report  such  alterations  in, 
or  additions  to,  the  instructions  and  commissions  given  to  the  commiasiooen 
at  the  courts  of  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  Tuscany,  as  they  may  think  expedient 

Resolved,  That  col.  Ethan  Allen  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  privi- 
leges of  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  daring  the 
time  of  his  captivity. 

A  number  of  intercepted  letters  were  laid  before  Congress: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  the  said 
committee  be  empowered  to  take  such  steps,  and  pursue  such  measures  as 
they  judge  nocessary  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States :  the  members  chn- 
sen,  Mr.  R.  H«  Lee,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 
.  Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  J^ay  18.  \77S. 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  in  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  and  petition  from  David  Laird,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  l>oard  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Turnbull,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  W.  Bowley,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  che<^ 
sen,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  and  Mr.  0.  Morris. 

A  letter,  of  April  26th,  from  gov.  Caswell,  of  North-Carolina,  was  read, 
informing  that  the  two  houses  of  assembly  of  that  state  have  unanimoasly  ac- 
ceded to  the  confederation. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Gerhard  Derick  was  read,  praying  to  be  honored 
with  a  colonePs  commission. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  Thomas  Smith,  of  Bedford  county,  to  JasMS 
Smith,  eso.  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read: 
'  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be  authoris- 
ed, in  conjunction  with  gen.  Washin^on,  to  talce  such  measures  for  afford- 
ing present  relief  to  the  western  frontiers  as  can  be  adopted,  consistent  with 
thenresent  state  of  the  main  army. 

Thj  committee  lately  sent  to  camp^  laid  before  Congress  afdan  for  ngt" 
lating  the  army : 
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Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  the  same  into  conside- 
ration. 

A  letter,  of  March  S6th,  from  the  board  of  war,  of  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts-Baj,  with  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  theSOth,  from  Mr.  Gardoqui  &  Sons, 
at  Biiboa,  was  read  t  - 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  G.  Morris^Mr.  Carroll,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

A  petition  from  sundry  German  officers,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

JResohed,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Miller  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the 
Germans  in  the  main  army  ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  pay  and  prtvilegea 
ef  a  brigade  chaplain,  without  being  confined  to  any  particular  brigade. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrdw. 

TUESDAY,  May  19,  177S. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  the  executive  council  of  PennsylTania,  enclos- 
ing a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  14th,  from  Samuel  Hunter^  lieutenant,  of  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  was  read  : 
Oraered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  major  de  Bois,  re- 
port as  their  opinion,  that  the  resignation  of  major  de  Bois  be  accepted,  agree- 
ble  to  his  petition,  and  that  a  sum  of  money,  the  quantum  of  which  to  be 
settled  by  the  botird  of  treasury,  should  be  allowed  him  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses back  to  France : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  report,  with  the  petition  of  major  de  Bois,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered^  That  10,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Thomas  M*Kean,  esq.  to  be  by 
him  forwarded  to  his  excellency  Coesar  Rodney,  president  of  the  state  of 
Delaware,  for  the  reeruiting  service  ;  for  which  the  state  is  to  be  charged. 

Besolwdt  That  Mr.  Joseph  Trumbull,  late  commissary-general,  be  inform- 
ed of  the  disposition  of  Congress  not  to  grant  money  to  such  persons  as,  hav- 
ing been  officers  of  the  United  States,  are  now  out  of  office,  until  they  shall 
have  accotmted  for  the  public  money  which  shall  have  been  previously  ad- 
vanced to  them  respectively. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  letter  from  gen.  Washington,  respecting 
lieutenant  colonel  Derick  was  referred,  report. 

That  the  board  concur  in  opinion  with  gen.  Washington,  as  to  the  inexpe- 
diency of  complying  with  lieutenant-colonel  Derick's  request,  to  be  appoint- 
ed commandant  of  an  independent  corps,  and  therefore  that  his  petition  be 
dismiased : 

Besolvedf  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 
The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the  general  as- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  forts  built  in  Westmoreland,  &c.  report, 

That  they  have  been  informed  that  brigadier  Hand  directed  the  lieutenants 
of  the  two  western  counties  to  take  other  posts,  at  which  to  station  the  mili- 
tia, than  those  mentioned  in  the  memorial  of  the  assembly ;  that  the  lieute- 
nants only  partially  complied  with  the  directions,  and  instead  of  fulfilling 
them,  built  the  forts  at  Ligonier  and  Hanna's-town  ;  that,  however,  as  the 
board  are  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  to  judge  whe- 
ther the  forts  are  so  situated  as  to  answer  only  a  local,  instead  of  a  general 
purpose,  or  whether  they  are  properiy  constructed,  if  the  posts  are  well  cho- 
sen, it  is  impossible  to  fumisn  Congress  with  a  final  report  on  the  subject ; 
that,  as  brigadier  Hand  is  re-called  from  the  command,  his  successor  will 
pudge  between  him  and  the  lieutenants  of  the  counties,  whom  the  board  pre- 
sume to  hav^  had  the  beat  intentions,  but  think  it  by  no  means  proper  to  en- 
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(Meredp  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boaitl  of  war,  who  are  directed  to  en- 
quire into  the  facts  therein  set  forth,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress.    . 

fonATess  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  of  the 
lath  rWhereupon, 

MtBohstd^  Twatb^ls  of  exchange  of  the  following  denominations  be  forth- 
with struck,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  for  ihe  payment  of 
^interest  to  such  holders  of  loan-office  certificates  as  may  be  entitled'to  re* 
oeive  it»  in  such  bills : 


9000«etaof  12  doUtfa  each,  at  5 

}rnti 

1  toumob  pei 

dollar. 

aOOQdo. 

18  do. 

do. 

3000  do. 

24  do. 

do. 

3000  do. 

30  43. 

do. 

3000  do. 

36  do. 

do. 

180,000 
270,000 
360,000 
450,000 
540,000 


15,000       AmtMU  earned  up,        1,800,000 


15,000       Jmoimi  brwghi  up,  1,800,000 

1000  do.        60  do.        do.  300,000 

lOOO  do.      1J20  do.        do.  600,000 

800  do.      300  do.       do.  1,200,000 

400  do.      600  do.        do.  1,200,000 

200  do.    1200  da       do.  1,200,000 


18y400  6^00/m 


That  the  bills  be  drawn  upon  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  in 
Paris,  signed  by  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  hereafter  bis  appointed  by 
Con^ss,  and  countersigned  and  numbered  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
continental  lean-office  issuing  the  said  bills  respectively  :         '    . 
That  each  set  contain  four  bills,  of  the  following  form  : 
**  Bichange  for  Dollars,  at  five  Livres  Toumois  per  dollar* 

Ko.  United  States  of  North- America.  day  of  17    . 

At  thirty  days  sieht  of  this  Bill,  and  not  paid,  pay  to 

or  order.  Dollars  in  Livres  Toumois,*  fot 

interest  due  on  money  borrowed  by  the  United  States. 

To 

of  the  United  States  of  North-America. 
Countersigned 
Commianoiier  of  the  continental  Loan-office  in  the  state  of  ." 

Mesolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  direct  the  trea« 
0urer,  from  time  to  time,  to  send  to  the  several  commissioners  of  the  loan- 
oAces  as  many  of  the  said  bills  and  of  such  denominations  as  the  board  shall 
judge  necessary. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  the  board  of  war,  and  one,  of  the  19th,  from  the 
board  of  treasury,  were  read : 

Ordendj  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  from  camp, 
relative  to  a  new  regulation  of  the  army ;  to  which  an  amendment  was  moved 
as  follows : 

<*  1.  That  each  regiment  consist  of  two  battalions : 

2.  That  each  battalion  consist  of  four  companies  or  centuries^  or  grand 
divisions : 

3.  lliat  each  campany,  century,  or  grand  division,  consist  of  one  captain* 
lieutenant,  two  lieutenants,  one  ensign  or  standard  bearer,  eight,  or  at  least 
six,  seijeants,  and  the  same  number  of  corporals,  ld8  privates,  which  is  64 
files  two  deep;  two  drummers  or  horn-sounders ;  and  that  each  company, 
century,  or  grand-diyision  have  a  colour  or  standard : 

4.  That  to  each  battalion  there  be  one  lieutenant-colonel,  major,  adjutant^ 
aeneant-major,  drum-major  or  horn-sounder  major : 

5.  That  the  regimentarj-officers  be  one  colonel,  one  regimental  colour- 
.bearer,  orensign-major,  witli  an  orderly  horseman  to  attend  the  colonel ;  the 
ensisn-roajor  to  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 

Thus  every  regiment  to  consist  of  1  colonel,  8  lieutenant-colonels,  2  ma* 
jors,  8  captains,  8  captain-lieutenants,  16  lieutenants,  1  ensign-major,  8  en- 
signs, making  46  commissioned  officers,  64  or  at  least  48  Serjeants,  the 
same  number  of  corporals,  2  seijeants-major,  2  drums-major,  16  drummers 
or  horn-Boanders,  and  1024  privates." 
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On  the  qnestiim  to  agree  to  the  uid  •JnendmeBt,  the  jeuudnnk 
required, 

JMuM'itw-Aw,  Ifr-  GcRT,  ag'i 

Lovdl,  mi 

Darn,  mS 

£AMfe-JUan4      Mr.  EUery,  tt*  > 

C«iin*c<icw,        Mr.  Shcnnui,  n«^ 

Huntingdon,  h>S- 

Wolcott,  «■> 

MwTi*,  Mr  Dner,  agl 

G.  Morrii,  •»$' 

MiwJntif,        Mr.  Scudder,  lu  V  i 

Mr.  J.  B,  Smith,  tuJ 

jinea  SHUth,  ay>  i 


Firgima, 
Cartbm, 


lir.Cw4  >; 
Vmo,  mU 
Hotj,     «J 

tb.B.ElA  ^l, 

P.LIa,  ■! 

muBot  <1 
Kuim    '1, 


So  it  puied  in  the  aegatiTe. 

Adjonraed  to  ten  o'clock  to-momw.  | 

WBDNESDAT.  Jlfi^  CO,  177B. 
A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  captain  Hertnan  Coarter,  whtka^i* 
plicate  of  despatches  from  France,  was  read : 
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A  letter  of  the  27th,  and  one  of  the  28th  of  April,  from  the  council  of  Mas* 
sachu9ett8-BaT»  srere  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  fonr :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  EUerj,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Huntington,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

A  letter,  of  7th,  from  Messrs.  Otis  &  Andrews,  at  Boston,  and  one,  of  the 
20th,  from  Mr.  J.  Mease,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  same  as  relates  to  money,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treasury;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  putting  a  stop  to  any  further 
purchases  of  clothing  by  agents  or  commissioners  appointed  by  the  several 
states,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  April  22d,  from  John  Lucas,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boanl  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a 
petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  on  the  western  frontiers,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  April  25th,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  expenses  of  that  state  for  prisoners,  waa  read  : 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  divers  persons, 
late  inhabitants  of  Nova-Scotiai  reported. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  colonel  F.  Johnson, 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

lUsolved,  That  the  necessary  contingent  charges  of  executing  the  office  of 
comrnissary-general  of  prisoners  be  allowed,  over  and  above  the  present  pay. 
Whereas  colonel  Johnson  was  taken  from  the  line  to  execute  the  office  of 
comrnissary-general  of  prisoners,  upon  an  information  given  to  Congress  that 
his  health  would  not  permit  him  to  continue  in  the  array,  and  undergo  the 
fatiffues  of  it;  and  as  there  is  no  necessary  relation  between  his  office  and 
the  line. 

Resolved,  That  col.  Johnson  be  permitted  to  hold  his  rank,  but  no  com- 
mand in  the  line,  nor  be  entitled  to  receive  the  seven  years'  half  pay  lately 
granted  to  the  military  commissioned  officers. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  brigadier  Wayne, 
brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolcedt  That  the  Rev.  Or.  Robert  Blackwell  be  appointed  chaplain  to 
the  first  Pennsylvania  brigade,  commanded  by  brigadier  Wayne. 

A  letter,  of  April  14th,  from  Thomas  White,  of  Oie  state  of  Delaware,  and 
an  extract  of  a  letter,  of  Mav  8th,  from  Mr.  President  Rodney,  of  the  said 
state,  both  directed  to  Mr.  M^Kean,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  pro- 
▼ide  for  the  safety  of,  and  prevent  insurrections  in,  the  peninsula  between 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake-Bays. 

Mr.  Josiah  Bartlett,  one  of  the  delegates  from  New-Hampshire,  attended, 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  are  as  follows : 

**  State  of  New -Hampshire, 
''  In  the  Houee  of  Representatives,  March  I4th,  1778. 

**  Vhtedt  Tliat  the  hon.  Josiah  Bartlett  and  John  Wentworth,  jun.  ^sqrs. 
be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  to  serve  as  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in 
the  Continental  Congress,  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  date 
hereof,  unless  sooner  recalled  :  and  that  they  and  each  of  them,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  other,  have  full  and  ample  power,  in  behalf  of  this  state,  to  con- 
aent  and  acree  to  all  measures  which  Congress  shall  deem  necessary  for  the 
public  good. 

Sent  m  for  concurrence. 

JOiUt  DUDLET,  Speaker  pro  temp^ 
Vol.  II.  '71 
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In  CovBcil)  the  ium  dij^  read  and  (wticirr«4. 

E.  THOMPSON,  aKHtBj. 
Cop7  ftttefted,  HBSHECK.  WRABE,  FnM' 

Mmlved,  That  tntjor-genenl  Mifflin  have  leare  tojondKB/o'c 
tba  command  of  gen.  Waahington. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  TtftTrei  Ac  Utter  of  tbe11ft,hifnl 
WaahiDgton,  enclosing  a  cupj  of  a  letter  from  gen.  Hove,  lapeitilkD' 
chanjge  of  prisoners,  report. 

That  the  propositions  of  gen.  sir  William  Howe,  for  aa  en^Mp'r 
Sonera,  in  hia  letter  of  May  the  lOth,  appear  so  ambignooil;  npw* 
ao  liable  to  muconception,  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  tiftHtalm^f 
should,  on  their  part,  make  proposals  far  an  exchange  m  prinqlai'V 
tj,  and  expressed  in  clear  and  explicit  terms :  Whempni, 

Jfc«Jo6*,Thatgen.  Washingtonbe  desired  to  inform gen.nrffffi^ 
tiiat  Congress,  ever  anxious  to  alleviate  the  calamities  of  «u,  ft  **^' 
make  an  exchange  of  prisoners  on  the  following  principles,  iii' 

That  an  exchange  b^  made  of  ail  officers  in  tae  possniMn  rfnivr 
whether  on  parole  or  otherwise,  as  far  as  rank  and  nnmberwiUi^. 

That,  as  gen.  sir  William  Howe  baa  ft*  power  of  exdungH^"*' 
made  prisonera  nnder  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  Congress  curf** 
nreeing  to  an  equivalent  in  privates  for  officers,  but  are  viUiifl*^ 
this  exchange  to  the  officers  of  gen.  Burgo^e*s  armj  :  j^ 

That  an  exchange,  as  far  as  numbers  will  appir,  be  miderfd*^ 
the  actual  possession  of  eithe  "   '  ■    ■     ■    ^-i- 

on  parole,  are,  in  the  opinion  ,.  „__. 

That  the  officers  and  soldiers  so 
sach  i^ces  in  the  states  of  Rhode- 


That  an  exchange,  as  lar  as  numbers  will  appIr,  be  mideMW^ 
the  actual  possession  of  either  party  ;  and  also  of  all  vrh^haviag^f^ 
ofpn.l ■•^•" 

iers  ao  h 

■  Rhode- 
md  at  such  periods  of  time  aa  the  said  generals  may  detemii** 


' ,  ann  aisooi  aii  wntt,  p«'"s *" ^, 
.  Washington,  proper  ohjeA^L 
I  to  be  einianged  be  motaillj*^ 
le-Island,New.Yoii,  sad  W* 


That  in  case  the  proposed  exchange  shonld  unhapfHly  not  f^T^ 
Wsshingtonbedirected  to  informgen.sir  William  Howe, tbitCoil*'^ 
Aat  he  w91,  from  a  regard  to  the  prisoners  in  the  power  rffc«^ 
effectnal  measores  that  the  American  prisoners  may  not  ^1'^^'rjt 
from  the  approaching  hot  season,  which  it  is  in  his  power  Of^*^ 
present  possessian  of  Long- Island  and  Rhode-lslana,  tSvi  ^".Ti 
nity  of  extending  humanity  towards  prisooen,  without  a  bmA*'^ 
the  power  under  which  he  acts. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-moirow. 

FRIDAY,  My  82, 17rd. 
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lative  to  the  proposals  made  bj  major-general  Plgot,  for  supplji]i|;  with 

provtsioDt  the  troops  who  siurrenderad  prisoners  under  the  conventioii  of 

Saratoga : 
That  the  president  be  directed  to  inform  miyor-general  Heath,  that  CoQr 

gross  expect  that  all  assistance  ailbrded  to  the  enemj,  in  unloading^  storing 

or  transporting  provisions  for  the  support  of  the  convention  prisoners^ 

be  paid  for  in  solid  coin,  agreeabi  j  to  the  spirit  of  their  resoliitiOD  of  thf 

19tn  of  December  last- 
Congress  took  into  consideration  the  reoort  of  the  committee  on  the  rules 

for  the  better  conducting  the  business  of  Congress;  and  some  progress  being 

made  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Wliereupoii, 
Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of 

the  loan-oifice  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  James  Stevenson,  esq. 

one  of  the  commissioners  of  accounts  for  the  middle  department,  for  1081 

dollars,  it  being  the  balance  of  his  pay,  from  July  26th,  1776,  to  the  4th  inst 
Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  Messrs.  Otis  and  Aftr 

drews,  be  re-committed. 
Besdved,  That  5,000,000  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the 

board  of  treasury,  and  upon  the  faith  of  the  United  States; 
Tliat  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 

as  the  emission  directed  on  the  11  di  of  April  last,  and  be  numbered  from 

the  last  number  of  each  respective  denomination  progressivelyi  and  consist 

of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


41,667  bills  of  40  doUsn,  1,666,680 

41,66rdo,  of  30  do.  1,250,010 

41,666  do.  id  20  do.  833,330 

41,666  do.  of   8  do.  333,328 

41,666  do.  of   7  do.  291,622 


41,667  bills  of   6  doUsrs,  250,003 

41.666  do.  of   5  do.  308,330 

41.667  do.  of   4  do.  166,668 


5,00v>,000 

That  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  and  of  the  in- 
spectors of  the  press,  signers  and  printers  of  the  emission  of  the  20th  day 
of  May,  1^779  snail  extend  to  the  said  5,000,000  of  dollars  now  to  be  emit- 
ted, subject,  however,  to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  the  board  of 
treasury  mayjudge  expedient 

Ordered^  That  240,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  esq. 
late  commissary-general  of  purchases,  for  the  use  of  the  middle  district; 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  dd,  from  gov.  Caswell,  of  North-Carolina,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  from 
captain  Cottineau. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  May  23,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  col.  F.  Johnson,  was  read,  informing,  that  as 
it  never  was  his  wish  to  give  up  his  rank  in  the  line,  he  therefore  begs  leave 
to  decline  the  acceptance  of  his  late  appointment  of  commissary-general  of 
prisoners;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  he  have  leave  to  decline  the  said  appointment 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  John  James  Doerner,  jun.  at  Edenton,  in  North- 
Carolina,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
.  The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  17th,  from  John 
Connolly  and  otheii,  prisoners^  brought  in  a  reportj  which  was  read; 
Whereupon, 

Congress  passed  the  following: 
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Whereas,  it  appears  probable  that  attempts  are  making  to  misrepreseat 
tile  conduct  of  these  United  States  towards  the  prisoners  in  tlieir  possesskm. 
in  some  degree  to  wipe  off  or  counterbalance  the  just  reproach  that  has  &Uen 
upon  our  enemies  for  their  barbarity : 

Ordered^  That  the  letters  from  John  Connollr  and  others,  dated  York 

Sol,  Mar  17th,  1778,  together  with  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  upon  it, 
published. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  50,000  dollars  b^  advanced  to  the  marine  committee,  to  be 
by  them  transmitted  to  the  navy-board  at  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the  navy  in 
the  eastern  district;  the  said  marine  committee  to  be  accountable. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scudderhave  leave  of  absence. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  May  25,  1778. 

On  a  recommendation  of  col.  F.  Johnson, 

Besolvedj  That  the  Rev.  David  Jones  be,  and  he  is  hereby  mMinted 
ohaplain  to  the  brigade  of  Pennsylvania  troops  commanded  by  col.  JohBaoo. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  gov.  Caswell  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  a  resolve  of  the  general  asaeinbly  of 
North'Carolina,  einpowering  the  governor  of  that  state  to  draw  for  500,000 
dollars,  and  an  act  n>r  raising  men  to  complete  the  continental  battalioiis  of 
that  state,  which  were  enclosed  in  the  governor's  letter  of  the  9d,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  lately  sent  to  camp. 

A  letter,  of  March  20th,  from  gov.  Houston,  of  Georgia,  with  randry  re* 
solves  of  the  assembly  of  that  state  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  major-general  Heath,  enclosing  an  invoice  of 
specie  sent  forward,  was  rea^  x 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  Mr.  Aylett,  deputy  commissary-general  of  pur- 
chases, with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  tney  oe  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter  of  the  15th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  re- 
specting Messrs.  Otis  &  Andrews,  brought  in  another  report :  Wherenpoo, 

Ordered,  That  150,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  James  Mease ;  and  tliat  a 
warrant  for  500,000  dollars  be  drawn  in  his  favor  on  the  commissioner  of  tfe 
loan-ofiBcein  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  both  which  sums  are  to  be  by 
bim  immediately  transmitted  to  his  asents,  Messrs.  Otis  &  Andrews,  of  Bos- 
ton, for  the  use  of  the  clothier-general's  department,  who  is  to  be  accouatah&e: 

That  Mr.  Nourse,  pay-master  of  the  board  o(  war  and  ordnance,  receive 
the  money  from  the  treasurer,  and  transmit  it,  with  the  warrant  od  the  loan- 
office,  to  Mr.  Mease,  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

A  motion  being  made  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  farther  purchase  of  clothing. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  tiie  raemben 
chosen,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  this  dav,  from  lieut.  col.  Carrington,  df  col.  Harrison's  regiment 
of  artillery,  was  reaci,  enclosing  a  list  of  the  officers  of  said  regiment: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  bein^  made  for  obtaining  and  filing  at  the  board  of  war  copies  of 
military  commissions. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Banister,  Mr.  6.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

Resolved,  That  the  auditor,  together  with  Mr.  Milligan,  one  of  the  con- 
miisioners  of  daimsi  be  authorized  and  directed  tp  examine  and  pass  upon 
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the  accounts  of  Dr.  Isaac  Forster,  deputy  director-general  of  the  eastern 
department. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besohed,  That  sen.  Heath  be  directed  to  pay,  in  continental  currency,  to 
brigadier  Glover,  the  sum  that  shall  appear  to  be  due  him  on  account,  for  pur- 
chasing provisions  and  other  articles  for  the  prisoners  of  the  convention  of 
8arato^,  whilst  on  their  march  from  that  place  to  Boston,  and  for  guards 
attending  the  said  prisoners. 

Stsolvedf  That  tne  warrant' drawn  by  the  president  of  Congress  the  Sd 
of  February  last,  on  Joseph  Clarke,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan-office  in 
the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  favor  of  Ebenezer 
Hancock,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  for  the  eastern  district,  and  by  him 
returned,  be  cancelled,  and  the  entries  thereof  in  the  treasury  book  reversed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  fill- 
ing up  the  continental  battalions  by  recruits,  to  be  inlisted  to  serve  during 
the  war:  the  members  chosen,<Mr. Duer,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  6.  Morris. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  E.  Blaine,  esq.  deputy  commissary-generaU  was 
read: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  lately  at  camp. 

A  motion  bein^  made  for  paying  the  New -Jersey  militia. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  6.  Morris,  Mr.  IVitherspoon,  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  May  26,  1778. 

Besolved,  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  directed  to  furnish  baron 
Steuben  with  tWo  good  horses  for  his  use. 

A  petition  from  Moses  Black,  was  read,  praying,  in  behalf  of  William 
'Woolsey,and  the  owners  of  the  private  anfted  schooner  Harlequi^  that  an 
action  be  commenced  at  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  in  we  coun- 
ty of  Providence,  in  die  state  of  Rhode-Island,  &c.  touching  tiie  capture 
of  a  certain  prize  sloop,  may  be  referred  to  the  court  of  appeals,  for  their 
decision  thereon : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  dbmissed. 
-  The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  application  of  baron  Bose  was  referred, 
brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Eesolved,  That  the  sum  of  500  dollars  be  paid  to  baron  Bose,  as  a  com* 
pensation  for  his  sufferinss  in  the  cause  of  die  United  States. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letters  from  Mr.  President 
liowndes,  major-general  Howe,  and  brigadier  Moultrie,  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Elmer,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  and  Mr.  Roberdeau, 
a  delegate  from  Pennsvlvania,  attended  and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  rules  for  the  better  conducting 
Imsiness,  when  the  following  were  agreed  to : 

1.  As  soon  as  nine  states  are  represented  in  the  house.  Congress  may  pro- 
ceed to  business. 

S.  In  deteteining  questions  in  Congress,  each  state  shall  have  one  vote. 

d.  No  member  shall  read  any  printed  paper  in  the  house  during  the  sitting 
thereof,  without  leave  of  Congress. 

4.  No  member  shall  speak  to  another  or  otherwise  interrupt  the  businesa 
of  the  house  while  the  journals  or  public  papers  are  reading  for  the  infer* 
mationof  Congress,  or  when  any  member  is  speaking  in  any  debate. 

5.  Every  member,  when  he  speaks,  shall  rise  from  his  seat  and  address 
hioiself  to  the  chair,  and  when  he  has  finished,  shall  sit  down  again. 

6*  No  member  shall  speak  more  flian  twice  in  any  one  debate  on  the  same 
day,  without  leave  of  the  house. 
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7.  When  two  members  rise  together,  the  president  shall  name  the  persoa 
to  speak. 

8.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  be  seconded. 

9.  When  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  seconded,  it  shall  be  rednced  to 
writing,  if  desired  bj  the  president  or  any  member,  deliirered  in  at  the  tMm 
and  read  by  the  president,  before  the  same  shall  be  allowed  to  be  debsted. 

10.  While  a  question  is  before  the  house,  no  motion  shall  be  received,  an* 
less  for  an  ameDdment,  for  the  previous  question,  to  postpone  the  cansid* 
•ration  of  the  main  question,  or  to  commit  it 

1 1.  if  a  queetioo  in  debate  contain  several  points,  any  member  may  haf« 
the  same  divided.  ' 

12.  When  a  question  is  aboot  to  be  put,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  any 
•ne  of  the  states  to  postpone  the  determination  therof  until  the  next  day« 
after  which,  it  shall  not  be  again  postponed,  but  by  order  of  the  house. 

13.  The  previous  question  (that  is,  that  the  main  question  be  now  jNit) 
beine  moved,  the  question  from  the  chair  shall  be,  that  those  who  are  for  the 
|Hrevious  question  say  ajr,  and  those  against  it,  no ;  and  if  there  be  a  ma- 
jority of  ays,  then  the  main  question  shall  not  be  then  put,  but  otherwise  it 
shall. 

14.  Each  member  present  shall  declare  openly  and  without  debate  his 
assent  or  dissent  to  a  question  by  ay  or  no,  wnen  reijuired  by  motion  of  any 
one  member,  whose  name  shall  oe  entered  as  having  made  such  motion  pro- 
viousto  tiie  president's  putting;  the  name  and  vote  in  such  cases  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journals,  and  the  majority  of  votes  of  each  state  shall  be  the 
vote  of  that  state. 

15.  No  ballot  flhall  be  counted  for  the  appointment  of  any  person  to  an 
office  of  trust  or  profit  who  has  not  been  nominated  to  the  house  on  a  day 
previous  to  the  balloting  being  entered  into,  except  by  consent  of  all  the 
itates  present. 

16.  Efery  morning  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  shall  be  read,  bebrt 
Congress  enter  on  new  business. 

ir.  Every  morning,  after  the  reading  of  the  public  letters  and  giving 
orders  concerning  them,  the  reports  of  the  board  of  treasury  and  of  tbs 
board  of  war,  if  any,  shall  be  immediately  taken  into  consideration. 

18.  No  member  snail  leave  Congress  without  permission  of  Congress  or 
of  his  constituents. 

A  memorial  from  the  field-officers  now  prisoners  on  fiarole  on  Long-Island^ 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  at  the  particular  joint  request  of  ^tm 
brethren  in  like  situation,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  the  membeis  cho- 
sen, Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  and  one  of  the  11th,  from  general  Schuyler,  were 
read,  the  latter  containing  Indian  intelligence : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  1 1th,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  John  Sherman  was  read  r 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  tiie  18tb,  from  general  Conway,  was  read; 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  coaunittee  on 
the  arrangement  of  the  army;  and  after  some  tin^e  snent, 

RfsolvA^  That  the  furtiier  consideration  thereof  oe  postponed  till  ta« 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  .tfay  27,  irrS. 
A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  Peter  Boyer,  was  read,  infomuB^  tlut  the 
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tituatioo  of  his  family  and  private  allUra  obliges  him  to  decline  accepting 
the  trnst  of  auditor  of  accounts  in  the  northern  district,  to  which  Congress 
bas  been  pictted  to  appmnt  him. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  William  Greene,  esq.  gov.  of  Rhode-Island, 
&c.  was  read,  informing  Congress  of  his  being  electee!  to  that  office. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  governor  Livingston,  and  pne,  of  die  d4th« 
from  seneral  Washington,  Mere  read,  the  latter  enclosing  a  memorial  from 
the  field  officers  of  the  North -Carolina  battalions,  respecting  captain  Vanie : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  fnim  general  Washington  with  the  paper  enclo- 
sed, be  referred  to  a  committee  ot  three ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  M^Kean,  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

Se$olved,  That  Mr.  Bartlett,  for  New-Hampshire,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  for 
Massachusetts-Bay,  in  room  of  Mr.  Dana,  M.n  G.  Morris,  for  New-York, 
in  room  of  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Drayton,  for  South -Carolina,  in  room  of 
Mr.  Laurens,  be  appointed  members  of  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  an  «itract  of  a 
letter  of  April  the  lOth,  from  colonel  Morgan,  brought  in  a  repqrt,  which 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Orderedf  That  700  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr .  J.  Henry,  delegate  from 
Maryland,  on  his  application ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

Ordered^  That  200,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  J.  Nourse,  pay-master  to 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  William  Palfrey, 
osq.  pay-master  general,  for  the  use  of  his  department;  who  is  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

Ordered,  That  24,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  J.  Nourse,  pay -master  to  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  on  the  application  of  the  saia  board  ;  it  being 
the  remainder  of  the  sum  to  be  advanced  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Con- 

Fress  of  the  6th  of  April  last,  and  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  brigadier  count 
ulaski,  to  complete  die  raising  and  equipping  his  legion ;  the  said  brigadier 
count  Pulaski  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
arrangement  of  the  army,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

BitMiehmeni  of  the  American  Armj/. 

L Infantbt. 

Resolved,  That  each  battalion  of  infantry  shall  consist  of  nine  companies^ 
•ne  of  which  shall  be  pf  liglit-infantry ;  the  light*infantry  to  be  kept  com« 
plete  by  drafts  from  the  battalion,  and  organiz^  daring  the  campaign  into 
corps  of  light  infantry : 

That  the  battalion  of  infantry  consist  of 

CoiafissK»nE&.  Fay  per  month. 

1  Colonel  and  captain,  75doIlan. 

1  lieutenant-colonel  &  captain,  60 
1  Major  and  captam. 


CoxMiaBioinu).  Pay  per  months 

1  Captain-tieutenant,  26  2-3  dollars. 


8  lieutenants,  each  362«3 

9  Ensigns,  each  •        20 


6  Captains,  each, 

F«y;.maater,  ^  Jo  beta-   r20di^ltai.^  fa  addition  to  their  pay  as  officers 

Adjutant,  t  ken  from  ^13  ^        5a  the  line. 

Quarter-master,  3  the  hne.    C 1^  j  ^  .  %»^ 

1  Surgeon,           •           -       60  dollars.  1  Dnim-major,  -  9dolhm 

J  Surgeon*s-mat«.            -       40  1  FSfe-inaJwr,        -  -  9 

1  Serjeant-majon             -       10  18  Drama  and  fifes  each  7h 

X  Quarter-masler  seijeant,        10  27  Corporals,  each  -  7\ 

37 'Serjeants,  each             -        10  477  Privates,  each  -  6  23 

Each  of  the  field  officers  to  command  a  company. 

The  lient.  of  the  colonel's  company,  to  have  the  rank  of  capt.  Keutenaiif. 
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II.  A>.TIU.B«T. 

That  K  battalion  of  artillery  consiatof 
CoKMiMioaia.  Pmjper 

1  Cdond,  •  .       fOO . 

1  UeutenMfoaloaol,      • 


1  tobeti.  (35 
>  fcen&an  lift 
)    Iheline.    M6 


1  Berjeuit-iii^ar, 

1  Quuter-mMter  Mijestrt, 

1  nfeflitjor. 


11  3S^ 
1133-90 
1038-90 
103&«l 

III.  Cataut. 
That  a  battalion  of  ctvaliy  consiat  of 
CsKMiuiOMXD.  Pkjrper  month. 

1  Cokmel,  -  -         93J  doUm 

1  L>euteiiiitt«olmeV  75 

1  H^,  -  » 

6  Captwiu,  e*cb 
F*v-nuster, 
Adjuunt, 


1  tobetft-  rSSdolkn.) 
\   ken  from  <  15  ^ 

\  Uxsline.  (15  S 

60  doUan.  I       GTq 


flimli  I  ii«»li  !■  loieatiiC''™ 
6  Tnunpeten^  each     -       I 


30  Cdponl^ 


I 


3  BF^eanU^  escA 
5  Corponl^  each 

43  PTonwts  or  private^  ail 

4  Eiecutiaiai,  each 


."S 


1  Sui(«aD'»inate, 
1  Badaier, 
1  Tniropet-m«jor, 
6  Fvrien,  each 

IV.  Provost. 
Beiolved,  That  a  prOToat  be  ettaUiahetl,  to  conaiit  <^ 
Pay  per  month. 
1  Captain  of  proTosti,       -       "  '  '" 
4  Lieutenants,  each, 
1  Clerk, 

1  Qmrter-naatcr  M^jamt, 
3  Ttiunpctcn,  each 
Thii  corpa  to  be  mounted  on  horeeback,  and  armed  and  acmWi? 
dragoonB. 

Betolvtd,  That  in  the  engiDeering  departmont  three  campu*))'' 
bliibed,each  to  consiitof 

Pt,j  per  month.    |  P?f^ 

1  Captain,  SOdoIIan.  |      4Corpor*b,      each  ^ 

3  Lieuteninta,  each  33  1-3         j    60  Prirate^         each  ■" 

4Seiienta,       cadt  10  | 

The*«  cnmnaniH  to  be  instructed  in  tiie  fabrication  of  fcM  *i^!  _ 
at  rela 
ioatruc 
repair  i 
in  the  I 
branch* 
hand. 
Bool 

-dor  in  I 

and  tha 

to  such 

That 
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inent>  out  of  the  captains  or  subalteros^  and  appointed  bj  warrants  as  above : 
the  officers  are  to  risk  their  pa^  in  his  hands :  the  pay-masters  to  have  the 
f^arge  of  the  clothing,  and  to  distribute  the  same. 

Besolvei,  That  the  brigade-major  be  appointed,  as  heretofore,  bj  the  com- 
nuinder  in  chiefs  or  commander  in  a  separate  department,  out  of  the  captains 
in  the  brigade  to  which  he  shall  be  appointed. 

That  the  brigade  quarter-master  be  appointed  bj  the  quarter- master  ge- 
neral)  out  of  the  captains  or  subalterns  in  the  brigade  to  which  he  shall  be 
appointed. 

MesoLved,  That  two  aids-de-camp  be  allowed  to  each  major-general,  who 
shall  for  the  future  appoint  them  out  of  the  captains  or  subalterns. 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  officers  in  the  line,  there  be  al- 
lov^ed  to  an  aid-de-c>mp  24  dollars  per  month ;  a  brigade-major  04  dollars ; 
and  a  brigade  quarter-master  15  dollars. 

Besolvedf  That  when  any  of  the  staff-officers  appointed  from  the  lin^  are 
promoted  above  the  ranks  in  the  line  out  of  which  they  are  respectively  ap* 
pointable,  their  staff  appointments  shall  thereupon  be  vacated. 

The  present  aids-de-camp  and  brigade-majors  to  receive  their  present  pay 
and  rations. 

Hesolved,  That  aids-de-camp,  bri^de-majors,  and  brigade  quarter-mas- 
ters^ heretofore  appointed  from  the  line,  shall  hold  their  present  ranks,  and 
be  admissible  into  the  line  a^ain  in  the  same  rauik  they  held  when  taken  froia 
the  line ;  provided  that  no  aid,  brigade-major,  or  quarter-master,  shall  have 
'the  command  of  any  officers  who  commanded  him  while  in  the  line* 

Resolvedj  That  whenever  the  adjutant-general  shall  be  appointed  from  the 
line,  he  may  continue  to  hold  his  rank  and  commission  in  the  line. 

Resolved,  That  when  supernumerary  lieutenants  are  continued  under  thip 
nrrangjement  of  the  battalions,  who  are  to  do  the  duty  of  ensigns,  they  shall 
be  entitled  to  hold  their  rank  and  receive  the  pay  such  rank  entitled  them  to 
receive. 

Resolved,  That  no  more  colonels  be  appointed  in  the  infantry ;  but  where 
any  such  commission  is  or  shall  become  vacant,  the  battalion  shall  be  com- 
manded by  a  lieutenant-colonel,  who  shall  be  allowed  the  same  pay  as  is  now 
granted  to  a  colonel  of  infantry,  and  shall  rise  in  promotion  from  that  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier ;  and  such  battalion  shall  have  only  two  field  officers,  yiz  i 
a  lieutenant-colonel  and  major,  but  it  shall  have  an  additional  d^^tain* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'cIock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY  May  28,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  bripidier  Weedon,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  viade  for  committing  it ;  but,  on  motion, 

Xesolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  auditor-general  imd  commiaiioa- 
era  of  claims, 

(hdered.  That  1145  78-90  dollars  be  paid  to  capt  John  Folger,  being  the 
balance  of  his  account  for  his  service  and  expenses,  from  October,  21st,  1777> 
to  June  1st,  1778. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  being  read^ 

Xesolved,  That  major  Henry  Lee's  corps  of  partizan  light  dragoons  consist 
of  three,  instead  of  two,  troops : 

That  those  troops  be  formed  on  the  old  establishment,  with  the  usual  al- 
lowance of  officers ;  and  that  those  wanted  in  addition  to  the  present  officers 
in  the  corps  be  appointed  by  general  Washington,  who  is  also  authorized  to 
appoint  a  proper  person  to  act  as  quarter-roaster  to  the  corps,  with  the  ra&k 
of  cornet. 
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The  committee  to  whom  wm  referred  it  niotiob  mpeetiDg &  dit^ 
general's  depirtment,  broaght  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Bfsatvfd,  lliat  all  Further  parchaxes  of  clothing  on  uconiittfikrEig 
Stales,  br  the  clothier- general,  hiH  deputies,  or  agents,  be  forAniiep 
ed,  and  that  thejr  be  directed  immediately  to  prepare  and  briD^r' — 
coontato  the  board  nf  treasury,  to  be  liquidated  and  settled. 

Rnolvtd,  That  the  hides  belonging  to  the  United  StitMhtf|Mii>- 
wards  famishing  the  «rmy  with  shoes,  as  heretofore,  uoderlkifaiail 
the  board  of  war ;  and  that  the  said  board  do  purchase,  or  c»i(*k'F; 
chased,  shoes,  stockings,  and  linen,  for  the  use  of  the  cantineBtiln<.« 
the  eluthing  department  shall  be  properly  armnged  and  oipniui 

The  committee  on  the  treasnrj  brought  in  a  report ;  WhtrtipA 

Ordered,  That  16,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine  ami 
by  them  ptid  to  William  Smith,  esq.  of  Baltimore,  on  accmnl  li^' 
iron  he  has  purchased  for  .the  age  of  the  navy  in  the  eastern  dc|Hlsic.: 
said  committee  to  be  accountable ; 

That  750  42-90  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee ofcoDMnits 
ble  them  to  pay  Andrew  and  Jamett  Caldwell  the  freight  of  wailiji^ 
imported  in  their  bI'mid  from  Martinico,  on  public  acconal ;  l«sl* 
mittee  to  be  acconntable. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commiMary-genenlif^ 
tnd  the  ballots  being  taken,  major  John  Beatty  was  elected. 

ConsreSB  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  secretary  to  tkeW^' 
and  ordnance,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  capt.  Rot>ert  Smith n^ 

Kemtlved,  That  until  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  warand***  ' 
daly  qualified  and  enter  upon  the  execution  of  his  <^ce,  aU«W* 
missions  be  attested  by  the  secretary  of  Congress.  . 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  die  ISlh.i'f^ 
Washington,  brnoght  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Orderied,  That  all  the  linen,  shirts,  stockings,  shoes,  and  Vi^T' 
imported  on  account  of  these  United  States  now  in  Boston,  tn^^ 
in  other  places  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts -Bay  or  New-H»fj*^ 
whose  hands  soever  the  same  may  be,  be  immediately  sencfn*"* 
clothier-general  or  his  order,  to '  be  by  him  deliTered  out,  if  ■'*'5,j 
the  use  of  the  main  army  ;  and  that  the  other  articles  of  iaifi>v*r' 
only,  whether  they  should  have  been  delivered  out  to  any  7^' 
clothing  department,  or  othere,  or  not,  be  removed  with  all  cwn**^ 
to  SpringEel<l,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  in  the  state  of  M^'JE 
Bay,  there  to  be  stored,  if  practicable,  under  the  constant  cu*^^ 
store-keeper,  who  shall  see  that  they  be  properly  aired  tni^*^ 
tended  to,  so  that  they  receive  no  damage  dt  being  store ' ;  "f^^ 
or  persons  in  whose  care  the  same  clothing  ahall  be,  is  )ic^''74(^ 
Udden  to  deliver  ontanr  Dart  of  the  same  without  the  soeeitl**'^ 
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gress,  cominittee  of  commerce,  or  of  the  board  of  war,  from  all  which  great 
confasion,  misapplicatioD,  aod  waste  may  ensue ;  therefore, 

Ordered,  That  for  the  future,  all  such  importations,  where  not  otherwise 
directed,  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  continental  a&rent,  or  his  order, 
onlj ;  and  the  said  agent  is  hereby  strictly  forbidden  to  deliver  out  any  part 
thereof,  without  the  special  order  of  Congress,  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance, or  the  committee  ot  commerce. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  May  29,  1778. 

A  memorial  from  William  Tisdale,  esq.  judse  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
for  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  John  Cook,  esq.  proctor  and  advocate 
in  the  said  court,  in  hehalf  of  John  Cochran,  Cornelius  Amble,  Isaac  M'Key, 
and  Nathaniel  Moore,  was  read,  setting  forth,  that  the  said  John  Cochran,  &c. 
bronght  into  that  port,  and  litMslled  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  a  sloop  called 
the  Tryal,  which  was  condemned  in  the  said  court,  and  two-thirds  of  the 
net  proceeds  adjudged  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  third' 
to  the  use  of  the  libellants,  and  praying,  for  sundj-y  special  reasons  therein 
set  forth,  that  the  two-thirds  adjudged  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  ffiven  up  to  the  use  of  the  said  libellants : 
SesolveUy  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial  be  granted. 
Besolved,  That  the  clothier-^neral  and  his  agents  continue  to  make  up 
and  issue  the  clothing  which  they  have  already  purchased,  and  now  have  in 
their  stores,  any  thing  in  the  resolution  of  the  28th  instant  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  re- 
gulating continental  expresses,  and  to  enauire  into  and  rectify  abuses  in  the 
general  post-office :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.Adams,  Mr. 
Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  late- 
ly 8ent  to  camp,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  the  army :  AVhereupon, 
Ordered,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  ration,  be  re-committed. 
Coneress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  governor 
Caswefl's  letter :  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  other  men  belonging 
to  tlie  battalions  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  now  in  camp,  be  forthwith 
reduced  and  formed  by  the  commander  in  chief  into  as  many  battalions  as 
they  will  complete,  according  to  the  number  composing  the  pld  battalions ; 
and  that  such  new  formed  battalions  be  officered  agreeably  to  the  new  ar- 
rangement of  the  battalions  ;  and  that  all  the  supernumerary  officers  be  im- 
mediately ordered  to  return  to  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  to  officer  the 
men  raised  by  that  state  to  complete  their  quota  of  the  continental  battalions, 
there  to  remain  till  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

Besolved,  That  the  state  of  North -Carolina  be  required  to  fill  up  four 
battalions,  and  no  more,  upon  the  new  establishment,  in  addition  to  those* 
now  in  camp,  and  to  officer  the  same  with  such  of  their  continental  officers, 
as  may  be  ordered  from  camp  as  supernumeraries  of  the  battalions  there,  or 
as  are  within  die  state  of  North-Carolina,  or  with  such  other  persons  as  they 
fthall  think  proper;  and  that  the  said  four  battalions  remain  within  tlie  state 
of  North-Carolina,  at  such  placet  as  the  governor  shall  direct,  until  the  far- 
ther order  of  Congress. 

Besolved,  That  the  officers,  who  have  been  appointed  by  the  said  state  of 
North -Carolina  to  battalions  raised  by  that  state,  and  who  shall  not  be  annex- 
ed either  to  their  battalions  in  camp,  or  to  one  of  the  said  four  battalions, 
tohail  not  be  considered  in  the  service  of  these  United  States,  but  as  dismissed 
therefrom. 
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Sseoltedg  That  100,000  dollars,  be  paid  to  capt.  Reading  Bloont,  in  lica 
of  gov.  Caa well's  draught  for  500,000  doIlKrs,  maae  in  pursuance  of  a  resola- 
tioii  of  the  general  assemblj  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina ;  the  said  state 
to  be  accountable. 

Congress  took  into  tonsideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  let* 
teHi  from  Mr.  Pt'esident  Lowndes,  and  from  generals  Howe  and  Moultrie  ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  immediate  enquiry  be  made  what  stores  are  now  is  the 
state  of  Soutli-Carolina  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and  that,  for  this 
purpose,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  and  the  continental  agent  in 
thut  state  be  required  to  transmit  to  Congress  a  full  and  proper  account  of 
the  same ;  and  tnat  the  president  ot  that  state  be  requested  to  forward  this 
business  bj  his  countenance  and  authority. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  South-Carolina  be  requestecl  to  continue,  as 
Heretofore^  to  advance  whatever  monies  may  be  necessary  for  the  payment 
df  the  continental  troops  in  that  state;  add  also  fur  whatever  contingent 
eipenses  relative  to  the  troops  shall  accrue  on  the  continental  account;  and 
to  supervise  and  examine  the  expenditure  thereof;  and  that  a  regular  ac- 
count of  all  such  expenditures  be  transmitted  to  Congress  up  to  the  Slst 
day  of  December  in  every  year,  together  with  the  vouchers  for  tnesame ;  and 
after  the  said  accounts  nave  been  liquidated  and  adjusted  bv  Congress,  the 
same  shall  be  allowed  out  of  the  annual  quota  to  be  demanded  byCongrc^ 
of  the  said  state;  and  if  such  expenditures  shall  exceed  the  quota  of  that 
dtate,  the  balance  shall  either  bef  immediately  remitted  to  the  siud  state,  or 
carried  to  its  credit  in  the  continental  account : 

That  the  state  of  South-Carolina  be  allowed  to  retain  the  500,000  dollars, 
their  quota  for  the  present  year,  as  part  payment  of  their  account  now 
transmitted  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President  Lowndes  acted  with  propriety  and  a  tnie 
regard  to  the  interest  Of  the  United  States  in  refusing  to  advance  any 
further  sums  of  money  to  col.  Huger,  deputv  quarter-master  general,  nntd 
he  accounted  for  what  he  had  before  received ;  and  that  the  president,  by  the 
resolution  of  the  9th  of  February  last,  has  a  power  of  suspeilding  from  pay 
and  employment,  for  misbehaviour  or  neglect  of  duty,  any  officer  in  the 
quarter-roaster  general's  department,  or  in  the  commissary -|;eneraP8  depart- 
ment, or  any  officer  of  the  staffer  other  civil  officer,  within  his  state,  appoint- 
ed bv  the  head  of  his  department  and  not  immediately  by  Congress. 

Tne  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  gov.  Hoitston  and 
maior-general  Howe,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  brought  in  a  report; 
IVn  ere  upon, 

Resolved,  That  all  military  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the 
state  in  which  they  reside  in  lommon  with  other  citizens ;  but  as  to  the 
profiriety  df  j^^ertaking  distant  expeditions  or  enterprizes,  or  other  mili- 
tary operations^  and  the  mode  of  conducting  them,  the  general  or  command^ 
in£  ofbcet  must  finally  judge  and  determine  at  his  peril : 

That  after  f,  careful  examination  by  their  committee  of  the  letters  of 
gov.  Houston  and  miyor-general  Howe,  and  the  papers  enclosed ;  Congress 
do  not  find  that  gen.  Howe,  has  been  wanting  in  that  attention  and  respect 
to  the  authority  of  Georgia,  which  is  due  from  the  commanding  officer. 

Resolved,  That  gov.  Houston  be  assured  that  Congress  are  not  unnmdfnl 
of  the  uarticular  condition  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  but  have  for  some  time 
past  haa  it  in  contemplntion  and  are  disposed  to  afford  that  state  such  aid, 
and  to  ad^pt  such  roeasunes,  as  shall  give  them  effectual  relief  as  soon  as  it 
ll^iLl  be  prudenti  consistently  with  the  great  aAd  general  interest  of  the 
United  States. 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  irrs.  573 

The  cominittee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  major-general 
Green,  and  lieutenaat-colonel  Udney  Hay^  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  Congress,  in  the  present  arrangement  of  the  auarter-master 
general's  department,  have  given  the  quarter-master  general  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  subordinate  officers  of  that  department ; 

Bnoliotd^  That  Udney  Hay,  esq.  ^ho,  under  the  former  arrangement  of 
the  said  department,  was  appointed  assistant  deputy  quarter-master  general 
at  Ticonderoga,  and  a  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  cannot  now  hold  that 
office  by  virtue  of  the  said  appointment,  nor  be  entitled  to  any  privilege  or 
eroolunient,  which  either  does  at  present  or  may  hereafter  accrue  to  any 
officer  of  the  same  rank  in  the  line. 

Besolved,  That  no  persons,  hereafter  appointed  upon  the  civil  staff  of  the 
army,  shall  hold  or  be  entitled  to  any  rank  in  the  army  by  virtue  of  such 
staff  appointment. 

The  marine  committee  report,  that  they  have  conversed  with  capt.  Lan- 
dais,  an  experienced  sea-officer,  and  skilled  in  the  construction  of  ships  of 
war,  and  that  he  has  demonstrated  {o  their  satisfaction,  that  the  74  gun  ship 
now  on  the  stocks  at  Portsmouth,  in  New-Hampshire,  may  be  more  profita- 
bly for  the  public,  constructed  a  two-decker,  carrying  twenty-eight  24  poun- 
ders upon  ttie  lower  battery,  and  twenty -eight  18  pounders  on  the  upper  deck; 
in  the  whole  56  guns :"   Whereupon, 

Buolved,  That  the  ship  heretofore  intended  for  one  of  74  guns,  be  con- 
structed to  carry  56  guns  only,  upon  two  batteries,  that  is  to  say,  twenty- 
eight  24  pounders  upon  the  lower  deck,  and  twenty -eight  IS  pounders  upon 
the  upper  deck. 

Buolvedf  That  the  new  continental  frigate  built  at  Salisbury,  in  the  state 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  lately  launched,  be  called,  "  The  JiUiancey 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  Peters  have  leave  of  absence  from  the  board  of  war 
for  a  short  time,  on  business  of  importance. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Miy  30,1778. 

Mr.  Wentworth,  a  delegate  from  New-Hampshire,  attended,  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  24th,  from  gen. 
Washington,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  relative  to  captain  Vance,  brought  in 
a  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Xesolved^  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  to  take  into  consideration  the 
articles  of  confederation. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  April,  from 
the  president  and  council  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  brought  in  a 
report;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  president  and  council. 
Congress  approve  of  their  placing  almut  500  of  the  British  troops  of  the 
convention  or  Saratoga  in  the  barracks  at  Rutland,  and  the  erecting  tempo- 
rary barracks  at  that  place  for  the  remainder  of  the  British : 

That  Congress  approve  of  the  Hessians  being  continued-in  their  present 
stations,  if  no  other  places  more  safe  and  convenient  at  a  greater  distance 
from  Boston  can  be  had ;  but  do  not  think  it  of  public  utility  to  permit  these 
troops  to  proceed  immediately  to  Great-Britain: 

Tnat  the  president  and  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be  requested  to 
cause  the  barracks,  in  which  the  troops  of  the  convention  may  be  stationed, 
to  be  picketed  in,  and  take  dfecstnal  measures  to  render  an  escape  impracti- 
cable. 
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Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  froEii  ti>«  boai 
Utite  to  ih«  managtra  of  th«  lottery ;  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 
aeii.  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr. Sherman,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  ¥.  L.  Lwhafe  leave  of  absence. 

Ordered,   I  hat  Mr.  Henry  have  leave  of  absence. 

The  Doard  of  war,  to  whom  was  rei^rred  a  petition  fram  Johhai,; 
brought  in  a  report}  Whereapon, 

Resulved,  That  the  sum  nf  lOOO  dollars  be  advaoced  oat  efAii 
treasurr  to  Mr.  John  Sherman,  on  a  loan  far  two  years,  free  of  iMMI 
enable  nim  to  proaecute  hid  business ;  and  that  Mr.  Sfaemaa  eBcahiU 
to  the  treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  for  Hie  paraM^I 
above  sum,  in  such  warlike  implements  or  Mores,  and  at  sack  pricairi) 
riwls  of  delivery,  as  shall  t»e  contracted  for  between  the  boanl  •(  •>■ 
the  sail)  John  Sherman  ;  and  in  default  of  soch  Contract,  ttM  wntfUkl 
paid  on  demand. 

The  cuaimissiuners  of  clains,  with  the  approbatioD  <^  the  andiiw-jad 
report. 

That  they  have  liquidated  the  accounts  of  captaik  Hanaan  Cewti^t 
penses  while  in  the  public  ser\-ice,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  '  ~ 
amountine  to  214  18-90  dollars : 

Order^,  That  the  said  sum  be  paid. 

-  Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  report  a  proper  am  a* : , 

tion  for  captain  Courier's  time  and  tronble  in  bringing  deapattkiH" 
commissioners  at  Paris  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  b«  directed  to  report  a  {Jaa  iiAff 
mcnt  of  the  some  that  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  due  to  officers  ^M" 
of  the  United  States,  for  their  pay  and  rations  whilst  in  captivity 

Tlie  commitlee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Wberaipa, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  est},  ci^a* 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  MaasachnaettB-Ba^  b  •V 
56-90  donar<i,  in  favor  of  Parson  Jones  and  Enoch  tisey,  in  ^aimfi> 
draught  of  his  excellency  R.  Catiwell,  governor  of  North -Cai uliifc Jw 
Newbern,  the  4th  of  May,  1778,  for  £3876  5s  North-CarolinaMiMK* 
favor  of  Richard  and  James  Ellis,  expressed  to  be  for  clothing  pankMdit 
the  use  uf  the  army  ;  the  said  state  to  he  accountable. 

Bevdved,  That  for  the  space  of  one  moQth,  commencing  on  MMlai^ 
Congress  meet  at  ten  o'clock  and  sit  till  one,  and  on  the  same  dq^ 
Wednesdaysand  Saturdays,  meet  at  three  and  adjourn  at  six  P.  M.^ 
Congress  be  not  on  any  account  i^tever,  continued  over  the  liisiiM 
one  state  insists  on  adjourning. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  OD  Monday. 

MONDAY.  June  1, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  Mi  "  "  "^ 

gadierM'Intosli, 
other  papers,  wai 

Ordered,  That 
of  treasury,  and 
closed,  be  referre 

A  letter,  of  AJ 
from  gov.  Living! 

Congress  tadk. 
Europe,  and  aftei 
.  Resalned.  Tha 
purpose,  added  ti 
the  members  choi 
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Thrbb  o^clock,  p.  M. 

[ie  coinmittee  to  whom  the  instructions  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
es  at  the  several  courts  in  Europe  were  re-committed,  brought  in  a  re- 
» which  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  after  some  debate  thereon* 
rdered.  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
Jjoumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  June  2,  1778. 

letter*  of  May  the  97ih,  from  gen.  Gates,  at  Fish-kill,  enclosing  copies 
itters  that  passed  between  him  and  een.  Washington,  and  between  him 
gov.  Trumbull,  with  sundry  other  p^rs,  was  read,  and  also  a  letter  of 
' the  2Sd,  from  gen.  Conway: 
rderedt  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
ongress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  adjutant-general  in  the 
hem  department,  in  the  room  of  lieutenant-colonel  Troop,  who  declines, 
whose  commission  is  returned  by  gen.  Gates;  and  the  ballots  being  ta- 
colpnel  William  Malcolm  was  elected. 

^e  board  of  war  having  represented,  that  the  corps  of  artificers  is  suffi- 
t  for  the  protection  of  the  magazines  and  stores  at  Carlisle, 
esolv^^  That  major  Wilson's  corps,  raised  as  guarils  for  the  stores  and 
izines  at  Carlisle,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  dismissed  from  the 
ice  of  the  United  States. 

>solvedf  That  the  officers  hereinafter  mentioned  be  entitled  to  draw  one 
n  a  day,  and  no  more ;  that  where  they  shall  not  draw  such  ration,  they 
not  be  allowed  any  compensation  in  lieu  thereof;  and  to  the  end,. that 
may  be  enabled  to  live  in  a  manner  becomine  their  station : 
'^vedt  That^he  following  sums  be  paid  to  them  monthly  for  their  sub- 
nce,  to  wit:  to  every  colonel,  50  dollars;  to  every  lieutenant-colonel, 
ollars;  to  every  major,  30  dollars;  to  every  captain,  20  dollars;  and 
very  lieutenant  and  ensign,  10  dollars;  to  every  regimental -surgeon, 
ollars;  to  every  regimental  surgeon's  mate,  10  dollars;  and  to  every 
(lain  of  brigade,  50  dollars. 

esolved.  That  subsistence  money  be  allowed  to  officers  and  others  on  the 
',  in  lieu  of  extra  rations,  and  that  hencetorward  none  of  them  be  allowed 
aw  more  than  one  ration  a  day. 

rderedt  That  the  committee  of  arrangement  report  to  Congress,  as  soon 
)ssible,  such  an  allowance  as  they  shall  think  adequate  to  the  station  of 
espective  officers  and  ]^ersons  employed  on  the  staffi 
le  commissioners  of  claims,  with  tne  approbation  of  the  auditor-general, 
rt, 

lat  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr-  G.  Duffield,  as  chaplain  to  Congress, 
October  the  1st,  1777,  to  April  30, 1778,  included,  exclusive  of  rations 
to  hhn«  being  seven  months,  at  60  dollars  per  month,  420  dollars,  which 
be  paid  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Witherspoon,  at  the  request  of  Mr*  Duffield  : 
y  Peter  Scriber,  for  making  a  box  for  a  paper  mould  fd^  Ulls  of  exchange, 
lollars : 

'dered.  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

le  coinmittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
dered.  That  30,395  62-90  dollars,  be  paid  to  Reading  Blount,  in  dis- 
re  of  a  drau^t  of  his  excellency  R.  Caswell,  governor  of  the  state  of 
n-Carolina,  in  favor  of  Nicholas  Long,  deputy  pay -master  general  of 
state,  for  the  sum  of  d6l400,  and  ^^10^758  5  6,  North-Carolina  curren- 
xpressed  to  be  for  the  purchase  of  wagons,  and  the  balance  of  the  said 
long's  accounts,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable* 
dered^  That  1500  dollars  be  paid  to  cant.  Harman  Courter,  in  compeo- 
n  for  his  public  services,  and  to  defray  nis  expenses  at  Boston* 
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•ppointed 
Mr.  Paul 


Btaolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  ioto 
ticlei  orconfederatioD,  be  postponed. 

Thku  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Raolvfd,  That  SB  interpreter  aad  tnaiUtorof  Uiig;iagatBCa|H^ 

■Died  !  that  his  par  be  100  dollara  per  nonth :  the  baUotitii|lit«-| 

Paul  Fooks  was  elected. 

A  letter,  oTMar  Slst,  (ntamtn.  Wa^ngtoo,  wis  read;  I 

Ordered,  That  It  be  refened  to  «  CMamittee  of  tfarc* :  thcw^li-! 

•en,  Hr.  U'KeaD,  Mr.  WithenpooB.  ud  Mr.  J.  Smith. 

CoDgrew  reagoicdthe  coouderatiMiortbetDatrBctiiMiafdieMVM 
era  of  the  United  States  at  roreign  courts,  and  after  debate, 

Mesotved,  That  the  farther  coosidenttiiHi  thereof  be  ftttfuH* 
Morrow. 
A^ooTBed  ts  tcB  o'clock,  to-morrow. . 

WEDNESDAY,  June  3, 1778. 

A  letter,  ofMaj  the  28th,  from  goTemorTniBibnU.encl««|»l<K" 
Mr.  William  Trjon,  of  New-York,  aod  go».  Trambull'i  Miwt.n" 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  kDUilir« 

A  letter,  of  May  the  28th,  from  gen.  WashiDgtoo,  aod  <»ti  i^*' 
from  major-general  .Sullivan,  were  read  < 

Ordered,  ITuit  they  be  referred  to  die  board  of  war.  . 

A  lettH-,  of  May  the  S7th,  from  J.  Wadsworth,  coiumissai7-(Ma'^ 
chases,  wilJi  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  thnt;''^ 
bers  chosen,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  UuntiogfoD. 

A  letter,  of  May  the  irth,  from  general  Schayler.  at  Albuj.W 
message  from  him  to  the  Oaeidas  and  Tuscaroras,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  capt,  llarman  Courter,  was  read,piayiii(tihl*^ 
with  the  commissino  ota  captain,  to  be  employed  when  therF **;'''^ 
4»ent  namber  of  ships  for  those  now  holding  that  r&nk,  wbosiik^ 
«f  Oie  important  trust ;  and  in  the  interim,  not  to  receive  aajfiT** 
accrue  by  virtue  of  such  commission  until  he  is  called  into  aetiil** 

On  motioD,  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted,  pai^'* 
gative.  . 

Ordered,  That  printed  pamphlets,  contair.inE  lists  of  the  pnM^ 
tlie  adventurers  in  the  first  class  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  Suw*^ 
mitted  by  the  managers  to  the  assemblies,  commissioners  of  the  l^^ 
post-masters,  and  lottery  agents,  and  to  every  pereon  intnisted^|^ 
of  tickets  in  the  several  stales,  for  the  free  inspection  of  the  gW^^ 
turers  ;  and  that  the  prin (era  in  the  seveial  states  be  reaoeatidtiF'^ 
whole  in  weekly  portion 
The  committee  to  wh 
Washington,  brought  in 

Ordered,  That  it  be  n 
committee ;  the  memben 
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Orderedy  That. the  wd  accounts  be  paid. 
Adjourned  lo  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  June  4, 177S. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaski,  and  one,  of  May  the  2dd, 
from  capt. Touzard,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one,  of  the  1st,  from  Mr. 
ResolveSmith,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the  journal^ 
and  extract  from  thence,  in  order  for  publication,  ail  the  resolutions  relative 
to  the  government  of  the  army,  the  regulations  of  the  quarter^master's,  com- 
missary's, aad  clothier's  departments,  and  to  the  pay  and. settlements  of  the 
accounts  of  the  army :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Matthews,  and 
Mr.  Wentworth. 

A  letter,  of  the  Ist,  from  gen.  Green,  quarter-master  general,  vas  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to 
report  thereon  with  all  convenient  despatch.  * 

A  letter  of  the  2d,  from  W.  Atlee,  deputy  commissary  of  prisoners,  at 
Lancaster,  was  read : 

Ordered,  -That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
A  letter,  of  May  the  6th,  from  gov.  Caswell,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  ihe 
general  assembly  of  Notth-Carolina,  in  favor  of  Mr.  de  Camhtay,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  boaod  of  war. 
A  memorial  from  gen.  Conway,  was  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupoii, 
Ordered,  That  8.585  50-90  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  com<- 
merce,  to  par  Cumberland  I)us;an  the  valuation  of  Us  brigantine  Abigail, 
chartered  ana  insured  on  public  account,  and  which  was  captured  by  the 
enemy,  as  appears  by  the  captain's  protest;  the  said  committee  to  be  ac* 
countable : 

That  4704  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  pay  a 
bill  drawn  on  them  by  Mr.  Stephen  Ceronio,  commercial  agettt  at  Cape- 
Francois,  dated  March  24th,  1777,  in  favor  of  Adam.  Babcock ;  ike  said 
committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  12,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-maater  to  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  enable  the  board  of  war  and  otdnance  to  pay 
the  sums  due  to  the  troops  ordered  to  march  to  Fort -Pitt ;  the  aitfd  board  to 
be  accounti^e. 

OrderedyVhat  the  resolution  passed  May  the  2d,  for  paying  the  prizes  in 
the  first  class  of  the  lottery,  and  for  drawing.the  second  class,  be  published* 

A  letter,  of  April  the  20th,  from  Dr.  Rush  to  Messrs.  Drayton,  Hunling- 
ton,  and  Banister,  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  his.chargea  against 
Dr.  Shippen,  was  read : 

Orderedf  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Tlie  board  of  war  having  represented  the  expediency  of  apnmnting  com* 
fnidsioners  to  meet  the  Indians  at  Fort-Pitt,  and  to  attend  tne  treaty  pro- 
posed by  the  late  commissioners, 

Jieeolved,  That  three  commissioners  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
ing a  treaty  with  the  Delawares,  Skawanese,  and  other  Indians,  who  may 
assemble  at  Fort-Pitt,  on  the25d  of  July  liext. 

Heeotved,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  Vii^ginia  be  au*^ 
thorized  and  requested  to  appoint  two  gentLsmen,  and  the  executive  power 
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of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  appoint  one  gcntleauD,  of  uitiUi  cb 
tera,  for  the  pnrpoae  aforesaid. 

Btaoboti,  That  Con|!reu  will  make  an  adequate  allowincc  ftrktm 
aod-expenses  of  the  »aid  coromiBaionera. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  letter  of  tbe97A,fi«Ji'^i 
-worth,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  brou|;ht  in  a  report,  which  nib ia 
consideration  :  Whereapon,  Congress  came  to  the  follomign^: 

Whereas^by  a  change  uf  circumstances  in  the  conmerce  of  taa» 
the  reflation  of  prices  lately  recommended  bj  CongrenwrWin 
Hit;  and  the  measara  not  being  jet  adapted  by  all  tlie>tifn:k^ 

himAvtd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  lenslatnres  of  tbe  xni  v 
.  that  have  adopted  it,  to  saspend  or  repeal  their  laws  made  fitUpi^ 

OrAertd,  "naX  the  farther  con«identio&  of  the  rcpwt  be  f"'!*'''* 


Orderui,  That  the  letter  of  the  2d,  frtim  W.  Atlee,  wilkfttrT* 
cloaed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  B.  Blaine,  esq.  depoty  commiiaarygtMnltfH* 
was  read : 

(Mend,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasory,  wWiRi>i' 
report  speciallr'  thereon. 

Ranlvtd,  That  the  resotntions  of  Congress  for  the  smw«'* 
army  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  wlio,  witkw^f* 
awiHtmnce  of  Mr.  J.  Reed  and  Mr.  Dana,  or  either  of  them,  ttko^*'' 
and  empowered  to  proceed  in  arranging  the  same  acc«nhif  tit<** 
luiioDs,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  10th  day  of  Jannary  IhI;*!''' 
this  purpose,  the  committee  appointed  according  to  the  icsutitat'^ 
tioned,  ao  transmit  to  the  command^-  in  chief  all  snch  mteit'^ 
in  their  possession  relatiTe  to  sod)  arrangeraent ;  and  rnrthf, 

BtMlvtd,  That  the  commander  in  rhief  transmit  to  the  ^^*^ 
of  the  officers  of  the  several  regiments  on  the  new  arrangcaSi'' 
CMnmissions  may  be  made  ovt  torsnch  officer*. 

A  petition  from  Henry  Wats,  was  read  : 

OrdertA,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-coinBitled  dkerepsit  >*■'*' 
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Tbe  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of*  war  and  ordnance, 
2r,520  dollars  be  paid  to  Joseph  Noarse,  pay-master  of  the  said  board,  to  be 
bj  him  transmitted  to  brigadier  M'Intosh,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  two  reel* 
ments  in  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  for  the  defence  of  me 
western-frontiers,  agreeably  (o  the  resolution  of  the  2d  of  May  last ;  brigadier 
M'Intosh  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  letter  of  May  2rth,  from  J.  Wads  worth,  and  some  progress  being  made 
therein. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  re-committed/ and  that  two  members  be  added  to  the 
committee ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  A.  H.  Lee  and  Mr;  Dana. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY.  June  6,  177S. 

Mr.  Hey  ward,  a  delegate  from  South-Carolina,  attended,  and  took  his  seat 
in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Washington,  enclosing  copies  of  letters 
that  passed  between  him  and  lord  Howe  and  sen.  Clinton  ;  also  a»  letter  of 
May  the  Srth,  from  lord  Howe ;  and  one,  of  the  Sd  of  June,  from  gen.  sir 
Henry  Clinton,  at  Philadelphia,  accompanied  with  three  acts  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great-Britian ;  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five ;  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  R.  H*  Lee,  Mr.  Q.  Morris,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and 
Mr.  S.Adams. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  committee  retire  into  the  next  room,  and  prepare  an 
answer  to  lord  Howe  and  gen.  Clinton's  letters. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Conway,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  the  council  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  delegates  of 
that  state  in  Conmss,  and  a  memorial  and  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  June  2d,  relative  to  the 
subsistence  money  to  be  allowed  to  officers  in  the  continental  service,  be 
extended  to  all  militia  or  other  troops  which  may  from  time  to  time,  be  called^ 
into  the  continental  service,  or  which  may  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  a  spe- 
cial resolution  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier  M'Intosh  be  authorized  to  purchase,  and  cause 
to  be  made  up,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  such  articles  of  the  bounty- 
clothing  for  the  two  re^ments  which  are  to  be  itdsed  in  pursuance  of  tne 
resolution  of  Congress  ot  the  2dda^  of  May  last,  as  cannot  be  speedily  pro- 
cured from  the  commissary  of  clothing;  and  that  to  enable  brigadier  M'In- 
tosh to  execute  this  resolution,  the  sum  of  60,000  dollars  be  advanced ;  for 
which  brigadier  M'Intosh  is  to  be  accountable.  \ 

The  committee  on  the  troasury  brought  in  a  r^rt ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  1125  dollars  hepaid  to  brigadier  L.  M'Intosh,  in  discharge^ 
of  a  Ull  in  his  favor  drawn  by  Tnomas  Reed,  assistant  pay-master,  daled 
camp,  the  19th  of  May,  1778;  W.  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  j^neral,  to  be 
aecountable. 

Another  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  the  council  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  dele* 
gates  of  that  state,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  lord  Howe  and  gen  iCliA- 
tons's  letters,  broognt  in*  a  draught,  whieh  was  agreed  tons  foUowa : 
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Ht  Lokd, 

I  bare  had  the  honor  to  Uj  yoor  lordnliip's  letter,  of  Hay  V*,jAt 

act*  of  the  British  parliament  encloseil,  before  ContrpM,*™!  ■is* 

ti  to  acquaint  Tour  tordshiii.  that  thej  have  already  eipressditeK 

ments  npon  btus  not  esBentiall;  di Sere nt  from  those  Kts, in i^"^ ' 

.  the  23d  of  April  last 

Your  lordBhip  may  be  assured,  that  when  the  king  of  Gral-Hanll 
be  seriously  disposed  to  put  an  end  to  the  unprovoked  aod  cnelnwd 
against  tliese  United  States,  Congress  will  readilj  attend  Uiwln'' 
peace,  as  ma^  consist  with  the  honor  of  independent  nations,  Ik  imt' 
their  constituents,  and  the  sacred  regurd  ther  mean  to  paj  to  (mfe 
1  have  thchonortek,b 
F»te 

Ordered.  That  a  similar  letter  be  sent  to  ar  Henry  Clintns. 

A  letter,  of  May  £:th,  from  col.  Malcolm,  lately  appoialeiiW* 
tant-general  in  the  northern  department,  was  read  : 

Onered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  artangaictt 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  June  8,  1778. 
Mr.   Henry  Marchant,  a   delegate  from  Rhode-Island  ud' 
Plantations,  attended,  and  produced  tiie  credentials  of  the  dctijiu'* 
State,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

"State  of  Rhodk-Island  and  Pbovidkncb  Puktitw 
"  I  certify,  that  at  the  cenerat  election  held  at  Prondean,  >>'' 
for  the  state  aforesaid,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  inst.  tkck^ 
Hopkins,  esq.  hon.  William  Ellery,  esq.  tiie  hoB.  Henry  H#* 
and  the  hon.  John  Collhn,  eaq.  wire  chosen  delegates  t*  ''^PI^V^ 
slate  in  Congress,  for  one  year,  as  appears  of  record.  In  *iti»** 
I  have  hereunto'set  ny  hand,  this  eighth  day  of  Hay,  in  tk<>> 
I.ord  one  thoosand  seven  hundred  and  seveiktv -eight. 

ilENRY  WAW,a<* 
A  letter,  of  May  S6th,  from  major^nenl  SalliTSD,  at  ft< 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  rf  iDtdligaai*'* 
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Resolved,  That  one  companj  of  foot  be  raised  in  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland, in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  its  immediate  deduce,  and  the 
assistance  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  counties,  so  far  as  it  shall  be 
in  their  power,  asainst  the  iBdi^ns  and  other  enemies  that  may  infest  tlie 
same,  but  not  to  be  marclked  from  those  frontiers  without  their  own  consent : 

That  this  company  consist  of  one  captain,  one  captain-lieutenant,  two 
lieutenants,  and  one  ensign,  five  Serjeants,  five  corporals,  and  eighty-five 

J>rivate8,  and  continue  in  service  for  six  months  fi*om  the  time  of  their  in- 
istments,  unless  sooner  dischamed  by  Congress : 

That  the  president  and  councu  of  the  state  ot  Pennsylvania  be  empowered 
to  issue  warrants  to  suitable  persons  for  officers  to  inhst  the  company  afore- 
said, and  to  grant  a  commission  to  such  one  as  shall  inlist  19  men  : 

That  the  same  pay,  rations,  and  subsistence-money  be  allowed  to  thii^ 
company  as  to  the  officers,  of  the  like  ranks,  and  soldiers  in'the  continental 
army: 

That  the  commissary -general  of  purchases,  or  his  deputy,  be  directed  to 
contract  with  a  suitable  person  to  supply  this  company  witn  provisions : 

That  each  man  provide  himself  with  clothes  and  a  blanket : 

That  8  dollars  be  SLllowed  to  each  man  who  shall  famish  himself  with  a 
g^ood  rifle  and  accoutrements : 

That  the  lieutenant,  or  in  his  absence,  the  sub-lieutenants,  of  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  be  empowered  and  desired  to  superintend  the  said  com- 
pany, give  orders  relative  to  its  operations,  and  in  case  of  failure  in  duty 
of  any  of  the  officers,  to  reptirt  the  same  to  the  boanl  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  2(1,  from  gov.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  to  the  delegates  of 
that  state,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to  en- 
quire intt)  the  matters  set  forth  therein,  and  to  take  such  measures  for  the 
relief  of  the  Maryland  troops  as  can  be  adopted  consistent  with  a  regard  to 
the  general  wants  of  the  army. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letter  from  J.  Wadsworth,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas,  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  these  states  bath  occasioned 
much  difficulty  in  procuring  supplies  for  our  armies,  and  by  the  capture  of 
vessels  concerned  in  such  exportation,  the  armies  of  the  enemy  have  been 
freed  from  distresses  that  would  have  greatly  embarrassed  their  operations ; 
and,  whereas,  for  the  easy  supply  of  our  armies,  and  to  embarrass  and  dis- 
tress the  enemy  the  ensuing  campaign,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  an  embar8;o 
should  be  immediately  laid  to  prohibit  such  exportations ;  and  as  from  the 
distance  of  the  states  from  Congress,  and  the  different  periods  of  assembling 
their  le^slatures,  the  good  end  of  such  embargo  would  be  totally  frustrated, 
should  Congress  not  proceed  to  impose  the  embargo ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  an  embargo  be,  and  it  hereby  is  laid,  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
«  portation  of  wheat,  flour,  rye,  Indian  com,  rice,  bread,  beef,  pork,  bacon» 
live  stock,  and  other  brovistons,  from  any  of  these  United  States,  from  and 
after  the  10th  day  of^  June  instant,  until  the  15th  day  of  November  next, 
unless  sooner  revoked  by  Congress  ;  provided,  that  this  embargo  shall  not 
be  construed  to  prevent  the  taking  on  board  such  provisions  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  stores,  only,  of  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  or  others. 
trading  to  and  from  these  states. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective  states,  to 
take  the  most  effectual  measures  fur  carrying  the  foreging  resolution  into 
immediate  execution. 

Adjourned  to  nine  oVlock  to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY,  June  9,  177B. 

A  letter,  of  the  Tth,  from  gen.  Washin^on^  w&s  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  Gfaoaeo, 
>fr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  8.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Marchant 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  seD.  Gates,  with  15  papers  enclosed,  and  one,  of 
May  29th,  from  gen.  Schu jTer,  at  Albany,  with  three  papers  enclosed,  were 
read: 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  gen*  Schuyler,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war: 

That  the  letter,  from  gen.  Gates,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  except  those 
numbered  4,  5,  and  6,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  R.  II.  Lee,iind  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  board  of  war  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  let- 
ter  of  May  26th,  from,  gen.  Sullivan,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  forgoing 
committee. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  gen.  Gates's  letter  as  relates  to  establishing  a 
magazine  of  flour  in  the  eastern  department,  be  referred  to  die  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Ma^r  24th,  from  brigadier  Stark,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  letter,  of  May  23th,  from  major-general  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with 
sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read  : 

Oraered^  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  Mens.  Touzard  and  Mr.  de 
Norman,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  5th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  oi  three :  the  members  cho* 
sen,  Mr.  Kean,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Dr.  Isaac  Forster,  deputy 
director-general  in  the  eastern  district,  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  aoil 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  250  dollars  be  paid  to  Andrew  Armstrong,  in  discharge  of  a  bill 
drawn  by  John  Ashe,  treasurer  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  dated  May 
fiSd,  177T,  in  favor  of  Edmund  Gamble,  expressed  to  be  for  the  service  of  ths 
United  States ;  the  state  of  North -Carolina  to  be  accountable. 

Hesolv^^  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  treasury  :  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Ueyward,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Wentworth,  and  Mr. 
Sherman. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Hods. 
Dorie,  report,  *'  that  the  memorialist  hath  produced  to  the  committee  a  pro« 
nissory  note,  by  him  subscribed,  and  which  accompanies  the  report,  payable 
to  Congress  on  the  10th  day  of  January  next,  for  the  sum  of  £1000,  contmen- 
tal  currency,  meaning  thereby  J61000,  Pennsylvania  currency,  or  52666  2-3 
dollars,  which  promissory  note  is  also  undersigned  by  the  hon.  Geoige  Pla- 
ter, Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  John  Banister,  Cliarles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton, 
esqrs.  col.  Thmnas  Hartley,  hon.  W.  H.  Drayton,  John  Matthews,  Daniel 
Roberdeau,  William  Duer,  and  Gouvemeur  Morris,  esqrs.  as  security  for  the 
above  sum ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  2666  60-90  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  honora- 
ble George  Plater,  and  the  other  subscribers,  to  be  by  them  appropriated  to 
the  use  of  the  memorialists,  if  they  think  proper,  they  to  be  chargeable  for 
the  re-payment  thereof,  at  the  time  mentionea  in  the  said  note. 

■ 

Tbreb  o'clock,  P.  M. 

^  Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  as  to  the  sum  which  shall  be  paid  for  the  ra- 
tions which  now  may  be  due  and  owing  to  officers  in  the  service  of  these 
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states,  and  also  as  to  the  vouchers  for  drawing  the  same,  by  reason  whereof 
the  intentions  of  t^ongress  with  respect  to  such  officers  are  frustrated : 

Jiesolvedf  That  the  value  of  the  rations  due  since  the  1st  day  of  Januarj 
last,  till  the  1st  inst.  be  estimated  at  one-third  of  a  dollar;  and  that  the  offi- 
cers do  present  their  accounts  to  the  paj -master  general,  or  deputy  pay* 
master  general,  who  shall  adjust  and  pay  the  bame;  provided,  always,  tiiat 
the  sajcl  officers  shall  make  oath  to  their  accounts  respectively,  which  oaths 
the  said  pay -masters  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  administer,  and 
transmit  the  said  accounts,  widi  the  receipts  thereon,  to  the  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  director- eeneral  of  the  hospital  in  the  eastern 
department  shall,  as  heretofore,  in  the  ^ence  of  the  director-general,  super- 
Intend  the  medical  affairs  of  that  department,  till  the  further  order  of  doa- 
gress. 

The  committee  of  arrangement  brought  in  a  report  on  the  department  of 
the  clothier-general,  which  Vas  taken  into  consideration,  and  some  progress 
being  made  therein, 

Ofderedj  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^ciock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  10,  irrS. 

The  committee  en  the  treasury  broueht  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  depu- 
ty director-general  for  the  middle  district,  for  the  use  of  his  department ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  Sd,  from  gen.  Gates, 
vith  the  papers  enclosed,  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  several 
states,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Sir  :  Authentic  intellisence,  received  by  Congress  from  many  quarters, 
leave  it  no  longer  doubtful  in  what  manner  the  enemv  mean  to  conduct  their 
plan  of  conciliation.  Under  delusive  appearances  of  pacific  acts  and  peace* 
making  commissioners,  already  their  military  reinforcements  begin  to  arrive, 
and  already  they  have  commenced  the  campaign,  in  roanjr  places,  with  acts 
of  cruelty  and  devastation.  Indian  irruptions,  and  burning  houses,  in  the 
moment  of  dispersing  propositions  for  peace,  evince  the  insidious  designs  of 
the  enemy,  ana  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  wisdom  in  council,  of  strength 
and  vigor  in  the  field. 

The  former  may  be  employed  to  distress  the  enemy  greatly,  by  withhold- 
ing from  them  the  provisions  of  America,  and  the  latter  by  quickly  collect- 
ing powerful  aniiies  to  take  advantage  of  their  present  wealuiess. 

In  duty,  therefore,  to  their  constituents.  Congress  earnestly  call  upon  you, 
sir,  and  your  state,  to  adopt  the  most  effectual  and  vigorous  measures  for 
speedily  reinforcing  the  continental  army  with  your  quota  of  troops. 

The  present  moment  unimproved,  may  be  productive  of  the  most  perni- 
cious consequences,  and  the  public  safety  demands  strong  and  united  efforts. 
Experience  hath  shewn  that  the  marine  force  of  our  enemies  enables  them 
to  secure  for  the  support  of  their  armies  almost  the  whole  of  our  exported 
provisions ;  and  therefore  Congress,  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  prevent- 
ing the  supplies  derived  to  our  foes  from  this  source,  and  desirous  of  supply- 
ing the  armies  of  the  United  States,  have,  upon  mature  deliberation,  laid  an 
embargo  upon  provisions  of  all  kinds,  and  tney  earnestly  request  the  vigo- 
rous exercise  of  the  powers  of  your  state  to  carry  into  effectual  execution  wis 
most  necessary  measure. 

Ordered^  Ihat  what  relates  to  the  reinforcing  the  continental  army  be  left 
out  in  the  letters  to  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia;  and  that, 
io  the  letters  to  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North -Carolina,  the  following  clause 
be  added ; 
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The  n^nt  nec«H»itj  fgr  the  pruvisioBH  with  which ^rmu if uIia 
the  arraj,  indvceB  C^nireu  to  preaa  apon  ;oa,  ur,  imneditlc  idnei 
■ttrariuii  to  this  tin perUnt  basineM,  wkI  the  pnwntibKiKctfaiair 
■hip«  from  the  \»y  of  Chesapeake  ma;  be  improved  bj  icixuig  b  ^a 
tntiity  of  wmt^r  caiiTerRice  tu  the  Head  of  Elk. 

The  comiDUtee  tu  wiiom  were  referred  the  letter  fram  Hr.ilaMi' 
ehaia,  to  the  cvmmittee  of  couaerce,  &nd  tbe  letter  from  Hr.lWia 
Coasrem.broughtin  ■  report;  Wbercupoo, 

Begohtd,  That  gtivernor  Henrj  be  requested  to  pnrchise, fir AiU 
Statei,  the  article*  contained  in  the  liat  hereto  annexed,  b^ftfO 
cargo  of  the  French  ahip  le  Pier  It«deri<]ue,  aa  cli^)  aahe  cu,HlflE^ 
ing  thn  price  following,  viz.  £  4^0  Vii^uia  mooej  for  every  £  IGOwiiti 
be  paid  in  tobacco,  at  10  dollars  per  hundred,  and  tbat  alftterkniaai 
bia  eicellcDcy,  explaining  the  principlei  of  auch  UmiUtiDn: 

Leaden  bullets  of  different  sizes;  men's  silk  and  woalladii? 
woollen  capi;  the  different  kinds  of  buckles;  uniform  battaula'^ 
and  soldiers ;  aleeve  buttons ;  red  cadis  for  the  linings  of  niin;' 
and  fine  Hhirts;  woollen  blankets;  soliliers'  bata;  cloths (m,  f*'^' 
ditto  coarse  for  snldiers;  and  tight  ditto  for  soldiers;  bran  ai-**! 
wbtle  flannel,  heaving  thread;  tinen  Hpatterdnshes  for  uldtcn;*' 
clothing  rendj  maile ;  an  assortment  of  handkerchiefs;  gUB-pw*** 
wri'ilb^mdn  for  shirts;  sergrt  of  different  cnlora,  viz.  scarlet,  it  T-U«  I** 
and  white,  for  linings;  au  assortment  of  sewing  silks;  men's  uat^^  , 
knapsacks ;  an  assortment  of  brown  and  white  fineas ;  white  Miiipf* 
red  Qurgundj'  in  cases',  12  grgce;  claret  in  casks;  SO  casb;^' 
vinegar. 
A  tetter,  of  this  day,  from  colonel  Morgan,  ms  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  foreign  »6"Vjj 
A  petition  from  William  Cochran  and  Thomas  Swainc,  o(C«^ 
county,  was  read : 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  the  boai4  of  war. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY.  Jnnt  11, 1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read.  eotloMf'* 
of  the  9th,  tn  him,  from  gen.  sir  H.  Cliaton,  inforniiRg,  ihat^H" 
lisle,  Mr.  Krfeii,  ard  gov.  JohnstODe.  three  of  the  commisaionmf''^ 
peace  between  Great-Britain  end  America,  are  arrived  at  Pti''**^? 
_  requeatiri;  a  pBWp<irt  (or  Dr.  Fei^son,  their  aocretarj,  with  al*^ 
themtoCongresB,  together  with  a  copv  of  gen.  Washington'!  aio*'^ 
TTcre  read ;  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  comnittee  on  tte  I***'  1 
7th,  from  general  Washington. 

A  letter,  of  Janusrv  2m,  fmm  W.  Lee,  esq.  at  Paris,  was  res'' 

Ordered,  That  it  b?  referwH  *"  »K*  »•««..«;««  f™.  AM».aGin.     .1 

A  letter,  of  May  Slst,  ( 

the  SOIh  of  the  same  monll 

Orderrd,  That  so  much 

tempt  on  Tiverton,  be  pnbl 

lotion,  be  referred  to  the  b 

The  committee  on  the  tr 

Ordered,  That  200,000 

ptit^  commissar; -gen  era  I 

White,  in  consequence  of  i 

comraissary-geoerat  of  pur 
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The  board  of  war  reports  ^*that  major  Thomas  Mullens,  late  an  aid-de- 
camp to  muor-general  Conway,  is  an  old  officer  in  the  French  service ;  that 
he  senred  the  last  campaign  in  the  main  army,  and  for  his  bravery  and  good 
conduct,  at  the  battles  of  Brandy  wine  and  (rermantown,  was  honored  with 
particular  marks  of  approbation  by  the  commander  in  chief,  in  ffeneral  or- 
ders ;  that  he  means  to  accompany  gen.  Conway  to  France,  but  has  not  the 
means  of  defraying  his  expenses  thither ;"  Whereupon, 

Jhsntvedt  That  maj;  Thomas  Mullens,  who  served  with  honor  the  last  cam- 
pai^,  have  a  brevet  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  States. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  relates  to  an  advance  for 
lieut.  col.  Mullen's  expenses  to  France,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Colonel  Spencer,  commanding  the  brigade  late  brigadier  Conway's,  having 
recommended  the  Rev.  William  Rogers  to  be  chaplain  to  that  brigade,  Con- 
gress proceeded  to  an  election,  and,  the  ballots  oeiiig  taken,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
William  Rogers  was  elected  chaplain  to  the  brigade  late  commanded  bj 
brindier  Conway. 

Ordered,  That  the  application  of  Mr.  Rogers,  for  pay,  as  brigade-chaplain, 
from  July  last,  be  referred  to  the  committee  at  camp. 

The  l>oard  of  wat,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  the  late  com- 
missioners at  Fort-Pitt,  dated  April  27th,  the  letters  from  the  commissioners 
for  Indian  affidrs,  convened  at  Albany  the  I5th  of  April,  and  sundry  letters 
from  major-general  Schuyler,  relative  to  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the 
Six  Nations,  report. 

That  from  the  information  contained  in  the  above  papers,  and  from  other 
information  received  through  a  variety  of  channels,  it  appears  that  die  cruel* 
ties  lately  exercised  by  the  savages  on  the  frontiers  of  New- York,  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia,  are  the  commencement  of  an  Indian  war,  which  threatens, 
with  extensive  devastation,  the  frontiers  of  these  United  States: 

That  the  nations  concerned  in  carrying  on  the  same,  are  the  Senecas,  Ca- 
yugas«  Mingoes,  Wiandots  in  general,  a  majority  of  the  Onondagoes,  and 
seme  few  ofthe  Ottowas,  Chippawas,  Shawanese,  and  Delawares,  acting  con- 
trary to  the  voice  of  their  nations,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  about  1600 
warriors,  exclusive  of  several  tories  and  other  emissaries  from  the  posts  oc- 
cupied by  the  enemy  in  the  Indian  country : 

That  from  the  presence  of  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Ma^ee,  two  of  the  British 
assents  for  Indian  affairs,  amongst  the  Indians,  and  trom  a  variety  of  other 
circumstances,  it  appears  incontestibly  that  this  cruel  war  has  been  indus- 
triously instigated,  and  is  still  prosecuting  with  unrelenting^  perseverance, 
by  principal  officers  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  particularly 
by  colonel  Hamilton,  commanding  officer  of  the  garrison  of  Detroit : 

That  the  frec^uent  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  conciliate  the  minds 
of  the  hostile  tnbes,  and  even  the  threats  which  have  been  made  use  of  by  the 
commissioners  convened  at  Albany  in  April  last,  have  produced  no  good  ef- 
fect ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  confirmed  the  savages  in  an  opinion  indus- 
triously inculcated  on  them  by  the  enemy,  that  the  forbearance  of  these 
states  proceeds  from  their  inability  to  revenge  the  outrages  committed 
i^inst  them : 

That  the  Delawares,  Oneidas,  Tuscaroras,  and  other  friendly  Indians,  are 
collecting  themselves  in  bodies,  in  order  to  guard  against  the  impending 
storm ;  and  call  loudly  for  assistance  asainst  enemies,  whom  they  have  ren* 
dered  implacable  by  a  warm  and  steady  attachment  to  the  cause  of  these 
states : 

That  from  the  papers  referred  to  the  board,  it  appears  to  be  the  design  of 
the  enemy  to  take  post  this  year  at  Oswego : 

That  from  the  account  given  by  capt  White-E^es,  a  Delaware  chief,  to 
Vol.  II.  74 
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fhe  commiisioDcrs  of  lodiin  iBTaire  Utely  convened  at  F<rt-Fitt,tttk 
of  Detroit  wu,  during  the  lut  vinler,  in  the  ivne  defcacelta  iiui 
bu  been  in  for  some  jeara  piat : 

These  circuni§Uuices,  collected  from  the  vuioaspipatnMl'a 
tiie  board  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  recapitulate,  and  aftni  iBv 
consideration,  concur  in  opinion  nt^  the  commiuioDen  Utdjwa''' 
Fort-Pitt  and  at  Albany,  that  a  defensive  war  would  notoaljl""- 
idequate  security  against  the  inroadi  of  the  Indians,  bat  wNi,t>)^ 
.time,  be  more  expensive  then  a  vigorona  attempt  to  conpe)  te  ■<(■ 
peace;  Whereupon, 

Btsolvei,  That  an  expedition  be  immediately  nodertaku,  n<t^' 
which  shall  be,  to  reduce,  if  practicable,  the  garrison  ofDetr«,»i" 
pel  to  terms  of  peace  such  of  the  Indian  nations  now  in  tnwpi^ 
states  as  lie  on,  or  oonliguona  to,  the  route  betwixt  Fort-Pill  imI'^ 

That  3000  men  be  engaged  in  the  service  of  these  itato.hbF' 
above  mentioned : 

That  Patrick  Lockart,  esq.  be  appointed  to  procora  piintif 
horses,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  army  destined  fortlieiliMiK* 
operations : 

That  the  governor  and  coancil  of  the  state  of  Virpnia  be  W|*' 
the  application  of  the  board  of  war,  or  of  Imgadier  M'lnttiMt*'^ 
such  a  body  of  militia,  not  exceeding  S500  men,  as  shall  be  ji'p''* 
rr  to  complete  the  number  of  men  appropriated  for  this  Benin: 

That  the  sum  of  932,743^  dollars  be  advanced  from  tknof' ', 
order  or  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them  applied  towards  dc5ff!*  ' 
peoses  of  the  expedition  above  mentioned : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  co-operate  with  bripto^^ 
every  measure  necessary  for  executing  the  intention  of  Co^^^ 
give  such  instructiona  to  brigadier  M'Intosh  and  to  thepriucu**** 
ploved  on  this  service,  as  aball)  to  them,  appear  best  adtptMi'S'  i 
cna  of  this  expedition.  A 

And,  whereas,  the  luccesaof  the  expedition  againstDetni'"?'  I 
litated,  and  the  hostile  tribes  of  Indians  sooner  reduced  to IxB'r 
by  another  expedition  from  the  Mohawk-river  to  the  Seneat^^l 
der  to  chastise  that  insolent  and  revengeful  nation,  and  to  >9^ 
enemy  from  Oswego,  should  they  have  taken  possession  of  that  pM'^ 


Btscdved,  That  major-general  Gates,  or  the  officer  cob— --=., 
on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river,  and  in  the  northern  '''{""jJA 
rected  to  take  the  most  expedttiooa  measures  for  carryii^  ^?jSi 
Seneca's  country,  in  order  to  r^luce  to  terms  of  peace,  sutli  •"  ji 
/tions  as  are  hostile,  and  to  dispossess  the  enemy  irom  Os«^*'  ' 
■honid  have  taken  possession  of  that  post :  ^^i 

That  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  nwthen  ^t^^ 
any  of  them  who  may  be  at  Albany,  be  directed  to  <='^I*"''*l«i 
general  Oates  and  the  officer  appointed  to  command  on  ikii  (ip^ 
the  execution  of  this 

That  the  board  of 
Gates  and  the  offici 
the  progress  of  the 
the  troops  from  thai 
two  armies  may,  as  f\ 

That  major-genen 
duct  the  expedition  i 

The  committee  to 
ber  of  leather  breechi 

Rtfolvtd,  Thatth 
for  each  pair  of  leal 
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that  the  clothier-^neral  do  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  said  Joseph 
Carson,  and  paj  him  what  shall  appear  to  be  due  agreeably  to  the  above 
estimate* 

A  motion  was  made,  that  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order  an  en- 
quiry to  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  miyor-geneml  Mifflin,  late  quarter-roas- 
ter ^neral,  and  the  other  officers  who  actm  under  him  in  that  department ; 
and  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  extraordinary  deficiencies  thereof,  and  the 
consequent  distresses  of  the  armj,  were  chargeable  to  the  misconduct  of  the 
quarter-master  general  or  any  of  the  said  officers,  that  a  court-martial  be 
forthwith  held  on  the  delinquents  : 

On  motion,  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed ;  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Gerry,  on  the  question  foe  postponing ; 

Petintyhamd,     Mr.  Boberdeau, 


yew'ihmpskire,  Mr.  Bartlett,  aif  1 

Wentworth,  ay  5^ 

JlMaM»a*9it9'Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  ay 

CJeny,  no 

Dana,  ay 

Lovell,  ay 

Jthode-lMland,  \    Mr.  BUery,  ay 

Marchant,  no 

Mr.  Sherman,  ay 

Huntingdon,  ay 

Wolcott,  no 

Mr.  Lewis,  no 
G.  Morris, 


Cannecticuif 


jy^cw-Torkf 


h 

idiv. 
ias, 


no 


no 


vWvvcsncy, 


Mr.  Wttherspoon,  ay  ^  .. 
Elmer,  no  5 


Deiawan, 
AlaryUmdf 

FtrgimOf 


S.'CaroUnot 


GeorgiOf 


Mr.  M'Kean, 

lir.  Cairoll, 
Plater, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
Hutson, 
Heyward, 


Mr.  Langworthyj  no  yno 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  <^  forthwith ;"  and  on  the  ques- 
tion put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  put^  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  resolved  in  th% 
affirmative. 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  York,  in  behalf  of  John 
Kins:,  wiio  is  under  sentence  of  death  for  desertion,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Orderedj  That  the  execution  of  the  said  John  King  be  suspended  till  Tues- 
day next 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  June  \%  \77%. 

A  petition  from  col.  David  Kennedy  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  being  informed  that  Mr.  P.  Livingston,  one  of  the  delegates  for 
the  state  of  New-York^  died  last  night,  and  that  circumstances  require  that 
his  corpse  be  interred  this  evening : 

Beaolvedt  That  Congress  will,  in  a  body,  attend  the  funeral  this  evening, 
at  six  o'clock,  with  a  crape  round  the  arm,  and  will  continue  in  mourning 
for  the  space  of  one  month. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Duer,and  Mr.  6.  Morris,  be  a  committee 
to  superintend  the  funeral,  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duffield,  the  attending 
chaplain,  be  notified  to  officiate  on  the  occasion. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  9thy  from  general 
Washington,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  consideration^  ana,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  evidence  collected,  and  state 
charges  against  the  general  officers  who  were  in  the  northern  department, 
when  Ticonderoga  and  Mount-Independence  were  evacuated,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered^  To  Ue  on  the  table* 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o'cIucIl  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  June  13,  1778. 
Alcttcr,  of  thiadaj,  fromcapt&in  Robert  Smith. Istel]; a^ptMse 
rj  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  wai  leftd,  reqae^iu  U  h^r^ 
whether  ^e  appointineiit  is  cooiidered  as  incoomtent  wA  tbM  ^ 
ftt  present  hofdi  io  the  army,  and  if  it  is,  espressinK  a  dewrtto^i 
the  live,  in  which  he  has  for  aorne  time  been  eo^agM ;  Whui^a. 

St$oived,  That  capt.  Smith  have  leave  to  resign  bis  ai^oiitHKsn- 
tarr  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

Oriendf  That  Tueeda;  next  be  aisigiwd  for  electiog  a  mniK!*' 
board  of  war  and  ordnance. 
A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  gen.  Green,  qaarter-master  gcnenltn"'^ 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  B^n* 
aen,  Ur.  Sherman,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 
A  letter,  of  thiadaj,  from  capt  John  H'Pheraon,  waentd: 
Ordtred,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  paper  from  Mr.  de  Francev  was  laid  before  Conp-est : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  Hr.  dn  Canbnj,k>t* 
and  considered, 

Setolved,  That  Horn,  da  Cambrav  be  annexed  to  dte  m^d^ 
commanded  1^  brigadier  dn  Portaii,  with  the  raakandpajifii^ 
colonel.        ^ 

Beaolved,  That  the  delegates  from  the  states  of  New-HuafidRl^ 
chuaetta-Bay,  and  Connecticut,  be  requested  to  write,  in  ibe  »** 
Congress,  to  their  respective  states,  setting  forth  the  argent  Btat!"^ 
immediatelv  raising  the  quota  of  troops  by  them  respecttvelv  ^''' 
be  nnder  tne  command  of  major-general  Sullivan,  for  the  reJiri^*''' 
of  Rhode -Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  and  to  preTentfudf  ^P 
tions  of  the  enemy  in  that  state. 

Congress  reaumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  Ae  csuilb* 
Wtter,  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Waaliington,  wiA  the  papers  raclMtJ: 

During  the  debate,  an  express  arrived  with  a  letter  of  the  lltkf^ 
Washington, which  was  read ;  also,  aTiaclcet.in'wbich  wasenchi(A<P 
with  other  papers,  a  letter  signed  "  Carliate,  Williani  Eden,  fktf* 
■tone,"  dated  Philadelphia,  June  the  9th.  1778,  and  directed  "t*!*^ 
lenc^  Henry  Laurens,  the  president,  and  others,  the  members  «fCi^ 
whicn  letter  was  read  to  thewords"intidionB  interposition  ofa^^ 
has,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  colonies,  been  actuated  <""';- 
as  both ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  pretended  date  or  P^^**"!''.^, 
French  offers,"  inclusive ;  whereupon  the  reading  was  iotefT^* 
notion  was  made  not  to  proceed  fapther,  becaoae  of  the  ofisv**  '^ 
against  hie  most  Christian  majesty :  ddAtes  arising  thereon,  _  _^ 
Ordered,  I'hat  the  farther  consideration  of  the  motion  be  pt^f* 
A^jonmed.  to  ten  o'clock  on  7 ' 

MONI) 

A  letter,  of  the  Ist.  from  B. 
Vindnia,  with  a  copj  of  his  acci 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  ti 

A  letter,  uf  the  9tfa,  from  W. 
diases,  was  read ; 

Ordered.  That  it  bo  referred  i 
•en,  Mr.  DSna,  Mr.  Lewis  and  1 

A  letter,  of  May  26th,  from  i 
that  sUte,  was  laid  before  Congr 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  forefloing  committee. 

Another  letter*  of  May  23d»  from  gov*  Henrj  to  the  deleeates  enclosing 
a  resdntion  passed  by  the  house  of  delegates  of  Yirginia,  May  18th,  was 
read: 

Orderedj  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed, 

A  letter,  of  May  JKffth,  from  major-general  Heath,  enclosing  sundry  pa- 
pers, was  read. 

A  Utter,  of  the  lOtb,  from  major-general  Gates,  with  sundry  papers  en- 
closed, was  read : 

ihrdered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Udney  Hay,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brousht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  90,000  dollars  be  acbanced  to  W.  Buchanan,  late  com- 
missary-general of  purchases,  to  be  by  his  re<|ue8t  paid  to  Daniel  Kellogg, 
who  is  to  transmit  the  same  to  Henry  Champion,  purchaser  of  cattle  in  the 
eastern-district ;  the  said  W.  Buchanan  to  be  accountable. 

The  commissioners  of  claims  report,  that  there  is  due,  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
liOtbinier,  chaplain,  for  his  pay  and  rations  to  the  10th  inst.  the  sum  of  53 
6d-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

The  auditor-general  and  commissioners  of  clums  having,  in  consequence 
of  the  resolution  of  May  25th,  reported  upon  the  accounts  of  Dr.  Forster, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  reterred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  the  ac- 
counts of  Dr.  Forster  be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  said  report,  when  he  shall 
produce  vouchers  shewing  the  expenditures  of  the  stores  by  him  procured 
and  charged  in  the  said  account. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  F.  Hopkinson,  enclosins;  an  account  for  compiU 
ing  indexes  to  the  two  first  volumes  of  the  journals  of  Congress,  and  di- 
rected to  the  committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  publication,  was  laid 
before  Congress: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Thrke  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  respectinz  the  letter  from 
the  commissioners  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and  after  debate  thereon. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  June  16,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  col.  Hartley's  regi- 
ment immediately  to  repair  to  camp,  and  join  the  army. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  resolution 
for  preventing  any  correspondence  with  the  enemy :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  J.  Nourse,  secretary  to  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  memorial  from  capt.  Talleman  and  other  French  captains  in  the  port  of 
Boston,  was  read,  complaining  of  an  affront  offered  by  the  captain  of  the 
Warren  frigate  to  their  commandant,  and  praying  redress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  take  order  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  col.  B.  Flower,  commissary-general  of  military 
stores,  was  read  :  ^ 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  7784  60-90  dollars  be  advanced  to  tiife  delegates  of  Virginia, 
upon  their  application,  for  the  use  of  tliat  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable : 
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Thftt75U,OO0  doIUnbc  advanced  to  J.  Nonrae,  uj-mutcttoAtbr 
at  wv  ind  ord&ance,  to  be  b j  him  tmumitted  to  Jouthui  Tniriril,s; 
paj-niaster  iu  the  nurthern -department,  fiH-the  n§e  of  tkc  aid  Itfvtia 


of  war  and  ord&ance,  to  be  b j  him  tmumitted  to  Jouthui  Tniriril,s; 
aj-niasteriu  the  nurthern -department,  fiH-the  nae  of  the  aid  Itfvtia 
ml  thepusta  an  Hudson's  river;  the  said  J.  TmmbiiUtobetnMBlit 
The  cutiimittee  to  whom  was  rererred  the  letter  oT  the  BthhsjMi 
Green,  quarter- master  general, brought  in  a  report,  which  wu  ml: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasorj. 


Cunzret 


imed  the  consideration  of  tite  motion  resp(ctii|kA 
the  CDramissionersof  the  king  of  Great-Britaini  whidnMri 


,B  follows: 

That  Congress  cannot  hear  any  language  reflocting  ipontkehM^' 
most  Christian  majesty,  the  rood  and  laithful  ally  of  these suu: 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  conmderation  thereof  be  poflMtl.  dt 
the  question  being  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Hr-Dwa 


Z]" 

Mr.  RobodtK  ■) 

J.  a  add,  *if 

MuK'lU-Sas,m.  a.  AiUmt. 

•)■) 

Clbpi^      .] 

GCITJ, 

"U 

Ikia«^, 

Mr.lKe^      " 

ik™. 

•wr" 

Mi.  PUw,        ■:, 

Lovell, 

•w 

C«™U,      1 

JUbdc-Abmi;    Mr.  Elleiv. 

Hwciunt, 

%  " 

RryW^ 

llr.Ka.UE,  • 
B«nttr,     •> 

CnMctiaa,      Hr.  ShemMn, 

"y? 

T.AdM    •! 

"Si'V 

i-CorrtM, 

Mr.  Uataa,     • 

Wolcott. 

'Kij 

DnjW,     • 

A>>-r*nt,         Mr.  Lewis, 

Z^ 

ibttbm  " 

G.  Horrid 

z^ 

Elmer, 

G«r^ 

Ur.Laagvn*'^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmativf . 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  letter  from  the  tumiaiia^'* 
king  of  Great-Britain  lie  oa  the  Uble  :  passed  in  the  M^tiK. 

fh-iertd.  That  the  letters  and  papers  accompanying  it,  Mread;!'!^! 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  and  one  dated  June  1778,  botli  signed  Csii^*'l 
liam  Eden,  and  George  Johnstone;  and  a  paper  endorsed  "eo^'^^* 
vission  for  restorinx  peace,  &c.  To  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  lard  nnrt*" 
William  Eden,  and  George  Johnstone ;  and  also  three  acts  aSitf^ 
of  Greut-Dritah,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referrmi  to  a  commiltee  of  five :  thtacslef 
sen,  Mr.  R.  II.  Lee,  Mr.  S 
Witherspoon, 

Congress  took  intoconsit 
aurv,  dated  May  5th  ;  Wh< 

Peaolced,  That  the  boart 
tlier  order  of  Congress,  to 
of  ordnance  and  pay-roaatei 
not  exceeding  100  d^lars  p 
tike  marine  committee,  the 
nance,  and  secretary  of  C 
their  clerks  respectively,  i 
having  due  regard  to  their 

The  committee  to  whom 
of  Carlisle,  &c.  commissioi 
draught  of  a  letter,  which  i 

Ordered,  That  the  fartl 
morrow. 
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A  report  from  the  board  of  war  wa»  read ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas,  Congress,  on  the  2d  day  of  May  last,  resolved  that  two  regi-^ 
ments  be  raised  in  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  to  serve  for  one  year,  and  it 
is  expedient  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  should  provide  themselves  with  arms  and  other  necessaries : 

Resolvedj  Tliat  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  of  the  said  re-^ 
giment,  who  shall  so  provide  himself  with  arms  and  other  necessaries^  shall 
receive  the  following  compensations,  to  be  paid  as  soon  as  he  has  passed  mus- 
ter, upon  producing  the  said  articles,  viz. 

For  a  eood  serviceable  rifle,  with  a  powder-horn,  bullet-pouch,  and  mould, 
eight  dollars ;  for  a  good  serviceable  musket,  with  a  bayonet  and  a  powder- 
horn,  and  a  bullet-pouch,  or  good  cartouch-box,  six  dollars;  for  a  like  mus- 
ket and  accoutrements,  without  a  bayonet,  five  dollars;  for  a  knapsack,  two 
dollars ;  for  a  havresack,  one  dollar ;  for  a-blanket,  eight  dollars. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jiins  17,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  gen.  Schuyler,  with  papers  of  intelligence  en- 
closed, was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  was  read,  with  four  affidavits 
enclosed,  respecting  the  enemy's  treatment  of  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  at 
Hancock's  bndge : 

Ordered^  That  Aey  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
manifesto  on  the  conduct  of  the  enemy. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  committee  proceed  with  all  despatch  in  the  busi- 
ness committed  to  them,  and  publish  such  facts  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the 
enemy  as  they  may  have  collected,  and  have  come  to  them  well  authenti- 
cated. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  and  one  of  May  29th,  from  gov. 
Clinton,  were  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  a  commissioner  of  ac- 
coants  for  the  northern  district*  '^ 

Ordered,  That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  commerce, 
to  pay  a  bill  for  that  sum,  drawn  by  John  Bradford,  continental  agent  at 
Boston,  on  the  said  committee,  in  favor  of  capt.  Patrick  Brown,  dated  the 
ISth  of  May  last ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable : 

That  600,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  being 
in  part  of  the  932,743  30-90  dollars,  voted  the  11th  inst.  for  carrying  on  an 
expedition  rgainst  the  Indians  ;  the  said  board  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  draueht  of  a  letter  in  answer 
to  the  letters  and  papers  from  the  earl  of  Carlisle,.&c.  commissionerB  of  the 
king  of  Great-Britain : 

On  the  ouestion  to  agree  to  the  said  draught,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Dana, 

New-BampMre,  Mr.  Bartlett,         ay  >  ^ 

Wentworth,    ayS   ^ 
Maat^ttts-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adsm% 


Geny, 
Dana, 
Lorell, 

Mhode-Mmd,      Mr.  £Uery, 

Matchant, 

Connedicutt        Mr.  Shennan, 

Huntington, 
Wolcott, 


Nao-Tork, 
Pemuykania, 


^9 


Delaware, 
Maryiofid, 


Mr.  Lewis,  ay 

Ducr,  ay}  ay 

G.  Morris,       ay 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  ? 
Elmer,  av  \ 

Mr.  Roberdcao, 
J.  B.  Smith, 
Cling^an, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Carroll, 
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^f^m 


VtrginiOi  Mr.  B,  H.  Lee,      ay^ 

Banister,         ay  >^9f 
T.  Aduii%      «^  J 


Dnyton, 


Matthewiy 
Hutflon, 
Heyward, 
G^eorjgfio^  Mr.  Uuogwoith j,  i^  ^«y 

So  it  was  unaninioasly  agreed  to»  and  is  as  follows : 

**  I  have  received  the  letter  from  your  excellencies  of  the  9th  instant,  with 
the  enclosures,  and  laid  them  before  Congress.  Nothing  but  an  eam^  de- 
sire to  spare  the  further  eflfuaion  of  human  blood  could  tiaye  induced  theia 
to  read  a  paper  containing  expressions  so  disrespectful  to  his  most  Christian 
majestj,  tne  good  and  great  ally  of  these  states,  or  to  consider  propontions 
so  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  an  independent  nation. 

The  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  the  oommission  from  your  sore- 
reign,  and' your  letter,  suppose  the  people  of  these  states  to  be  sutyects  of 
the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  are  founded  on  the  idea  of  dependence, 
which  is  utterly  inadmissable. 

I  am  further  directed  to  inform  your  excellencies,  that  Congress  are  in- 
clined to  peace,  notwithstanding  the  unjust  claims  from  which  ttiis  war  sri- 
ginatedy  and  the  savage  manner  in  whicli  it  hath  been  conducted.  They 
will,  therefore,  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
and  commerce  not  inconsistent  with  treaties  already  subsistinjR;,  when  the 
king  of  Great-Britain  shall  demonstrate  a  sincere  disposition  ror  that  pur- 
pose. The  only  solid  proof  of  this  disposition,  will  be,  an  explicit  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  independence  of  these  states,  or  the  withdrawing  his  iteU 
ana  armies.    I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  excellencies  most  obedient  and  humble  servant." 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  proper  extracts 
from  the  journal  and  files  relative  to  the  letters  received  from  the  E 
commissioners,  and  report  to  Congress  previous  to  a  publication :  the 
bers  chosen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee*  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Besolved  unanimoiLsly,  That  Congress  approve  the  conduct  of  general 
Washington,  in  refusing  a  passport  to  Dr.  Ferguson. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  upon  the  means  of  preventing  a  corres- 
pondence with  the  enemy,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came 
to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  many  letters,  addressed  to  individuals  of  these  United  States, 
have  been  lately  received  from  England,  through  the  conveyance  of  the  ene- 
my, and  some  of  them,  which  have  been  under  the  inspection  of  Coims!* 
are  found  to  contain  ideas  insidiously  calculated  to  divide  and  delu£  the 
good  people  of  these  states : 

Besolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  Hit  legs- 
lative  and  executive  authorities  of  the  several  states,  to  exercise  the  utmost 
care  and  vigilance,  and  take  the  most  eifectual  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  so 
dangerous  and  criminal  a  correspondence. 

Besolved,  That, the  commander  in  chief  and  the  commanders  in  each  and 
every  military  department  be,  and  he  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  csnj 
the  measures  recommended  in  the  above  resolution  into  the  most  effectial 
ei^ecution. 

Ordered,  That  the  forcing  resolutions  be  forthwith  published,  and  it  is 
recommended  to  the  several  printers  in  the  United  States  to  re-pobliskthe 
same. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  June  18,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  be 
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directed  to  report  to  Congress  the  grounds  and  terms  upon  which  the  ex- 
'  change  of  prisoners  between  general  Washington  and  general  Clinton  has 
taken  place. 

A  letter,  of  the  irtb,  from  Mr.  William  Carmichael,  at  York-town,  was 
rfead ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 
'  The  committee  appointed  to  make  proper  extracts  from  the  journals  and 
files,  &c.  made  their  report;  Whereupon  it  was  moved. 

That  the  letters  from  the  commissioners  and  their  commission,  together 
with  the  letter  of  Coqgress  in  answer  theretoi  being  part  of  the  said  report, 
and  no  more,  be  published : 

Question  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  iras  then  made,  that  the  amended  motion,  with  the  motion  for 
postponing  the  consideration  thereof,  and  the  yeas  and  najs  as  entered  on 
the  I6th,  be  published  : 

On  which  the  previous  question  was  moved^  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Witherspoon, 


Na/hHampddr^  Mr.  Bartlett,         ay  7  ^ « 

Wentworth,   ayS^ 
UStaManfatU-Bayt  Mr.  S.  Adam%      ay 

Dana, 
Lovell, 
Mr.  EUery, 

Marchan^ 
Mr.  Lewis, 
G.  Morris, 


Mhodt^Mmd^ 
New-York,  - 
JNeuhleney, 
Pmnsyhania, 


no 


\div. 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  no  >  >• 
Elmer,  oyj**' 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  fio  )  ^. 
Clingan,         nyj**'' 


Ddmvartt 
Maryland, 

Firgima, 


S.'CaroUna, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  M<Kean, 
Mr.  Platef^ 
Carroll, 
Mr.  R  H.  Lee, 

Banister, 
T.AduDS, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drayton 
Matthews, 
Hutson, 
Heywafd, 


Mr. Langwcrthy,  no} no 


80  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  motion  was  set  aside. 
Orderedj  That  the  extracts  made  by  the  committee  be  published. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M* 

A  letter,  of  the  iGth,  from  Mr.  Holker,  at  York-town,  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed,  was  read : 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  same  be  committed,  and  the  question  put* 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 


New-Hampahire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
MatH^atu-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 


Rkode'Itland, 
Connecticut, 
^yew-Yorh, 
Jycw^craey, 


ayyay 

no'i 
no$ 


no 


Dana, 

Lovell, 
Mr.  ElleiY, 

Marcnant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington,   ay 
Mr.  Lewis,  ay  > 

G.  Morris,       ay  $  '^^ 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  5  ^--, 

Elmer,  fly  5^ 


"^^«y 


Penntyhania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


S,'CaroHna, 


<V 


ay 
oy 

""'lay 


Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 
Clingan, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Carroll, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.Adams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
Hutson, 
Heyward, 


Bfr.  Langworthy,  ay  ^ 


(Storgia, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  consist  of  three :  the  members  chosen,  Bfr. 
O.  Morris,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  committee  be  limited  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Holker  on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  400,000  livres  to  persons  inter- 
ested therein,  tfs  owners  or  otherwise  concerned  in  the  private  vessels  of 
war,  Hancock  and  Boston : 

Vol.  n.  75 
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reqaired  by  Mr. 
Nnu-HampMn,  Mr.  Butlrtt, 
MoMt^lf-Baif,  lir.  S.  Aduitt, 
deny. 


Bhtde^ilimd, 


Larell, 
Mr.  Ellen-, 
Muclunt, 


Cewjfa, 


A>>-rM«i  Ur.  Lcwu, 

M^Jerteg,         Mr.  Withenpooa, 

Elmer,  > 

J'WuMjfaBian,      Hr.  J.  B.  Sinitlk,     n 

Clii^H),  n 

80  it  puMd  in  the  native. 

The  main  qneation  wu  then  put ;  the  jeu  snd  najs  beiif  n|Bi! 

Mr.  S.  AdaniB, 


Ifr.IKett. 

Conn     •(* 

lb.B.aii^  >J 

Buwut    *U 

T.  Kim,  A 


Mr.)Ka«    1^ 


nrgbmM. 


A-Cvsfin^ 


Gewji*. 


Heymi  '. 


.    Mr.  Butiett, 
^Ma'uU-Baji,  Hr.  9.  Aduiu, 
Geny, 
Dana, 
Loreil, 

kbtcbMit 
ConnMuvl,  Mr.  Shermui, 
At>.F>nl;  Mr.  Lewii, 

Se»,knts,         Mr.  With^Tfpoon.M)  J. 
Elmer,  oyS 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,    no  3 
Clirpm,  rioj* 

Bo  it  pused  in  the  negttive. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  i  report ;  Whereupon, 
Baolvtd,  That  the  commiuionen  of  the  respective  uiuIpJ' 
boards,  and  the  persons  bv  them  appointed  to  censtitnte  BinK«** 
tial,  be  authorized  to  ailmmister  oaths  when  acting  on  ud  cNifr''' 
and  that  the  said  commissioners  have  also  anthonty  to  adniuV'^' 
caaes  they  may  be  necessary  upon  the  settlement  tX  aach  MOHtf* 

M  tnay  come  under  cnnKiHeratinn  nf  th*  luwl  RnmRiiananm. 

A  letter,  of  \ 
Adjoumed  to 


Mr.  Hancock 
aeat  in  Congres 

Mr.  Scuddei 
■eat  in  Congres 

A  letter,  of  1 
tire  to  the  cond 

Onkrei.  Thi 
manifesto,  fitc. 

A  letter,  of 
the  aBiemblyof 

Oniernl,  Thi 

Ordered,  TTii 
«u  read  the  U 
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A  petition  from  sundrj  navj  officers  and  declarations  respecting  captain 
Burke,  an  da  petition  from  four  captains  and  four  lieutenants  of  marines, 
vrere  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter^  of  the  1st,  from  John  Browne,  president  of  the  board  of  war  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  ^ith  a  manifest  of  the  cargo  of  the  Lady  of  Mount 
Carmel  and  St.  Antonio  enclosed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Ellerj,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

A  letter,  of  Maj  6th,  from  James  Whiteiield,  speaker  of  the  assembly  of 
Georgia;  two,  of  April  ISth,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  at  Savannah; 
one,  of  April  l6th,  from  gov.  Houston,  of  Georgia,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  assembly  of  that  state,  were  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Duer. 

The  committee  for  forei^  affairs  laid  before  Congress  sundry  letters  from 
the  commissioners  at  foreign  courts,  among  which  were  one  of  the  6th,  one 
of  the  15th,  and  one  ef  the  31st  of  January,  signed  A.  Lee^  directed  to  the 
hon.  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  correspondence :  one  of  the  16th  of  Jan- 
vary,  signed  B.  Franklin  and  Silas  Deane,  airected  to  the  hon.  the  committee 
of  foreign  afikirs  of  the  United  States  of  North- America ;  Mr.  Duer  also 
laid  before  Congress  a  letter  directed  to  him  from  Ralph  Izard,  dated  Paris,. 
December  22d,  1777: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five ;  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr. 
Heyward. 

Mr.  Lovell  also  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  December  21st,  1777,  from 
B.  Franklin,  which  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  F.  M. 

The  committee  on  tlie  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  1,500,000  dollars ;  and 
another  warrant  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  loan -office  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  500,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Charles  Pettit* 
esq.  upon  an  application  of  major-general  Green,  quarter-master  general,  for 
the  use  of  his  aepartment;  gen.  Green  to  be  accountable : 

That  1,700,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  esq.  com- 
missary-general of  purchases,  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  100,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Joseph  Nourse,  pay -master  of  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  com- 
nissary -general  of  military  stores,  for  the  use  of  his  department :, 

I'hat  300,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  commissary- 
general  of  purchases,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Frederick  Trasy,  for  the  use  of  the 
commissary-general's  department;  the  said  Jeremiah  Wadsworth  to  be  ai;- 
coun  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  8£2$  livres  toumois  and  four  sons,  and  200  doU 
lars,  be  allowed  to  major-general  Conway,  as  a  gratuity  for  his  time  and  ex- 
penses previous  to  his  entenng  into  the  pay  of  the  United  States,  and  for  his 
return  to  France ;  and  that  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  by  the  president  on 
the  commissioners  at  Paris,  in  favor  of  major-general  Conway,  for  7792 
livres  toumois ;  and  that  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  321  .30^90 
dollars,  in  favor  of  the  said  gen.  Conway  ;  wliich  sums  are  the  balance  of  his 
account  with  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  bills  of  exchange  for  1 10  livres  tonrpois  be  drawn  by  the  pre- 
sident in  favor  of  lieut.  col.  Mullens,  on  the  oommissioners  at  Pafii ;  and  that  a 
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warrant  issae  on  the  treanorer  in  favor  of  lient.  col.  MiHens,  kt¥A\ 
dollars,  which  sums  are  the  balance  ofhia  acooanta  with  the  lIiM  " 
and  that  the  same  be  delivered  to  gen.  Conwaj. 

The  marine  committee  bronsht  in  a  report ;  Whereapon, 

Besolvedy  That  capt.  Peter  Landais  be  appointed  toeoBBdAri 
frinte  called  the  Alliance. 

ll^ved.  That  ^I.  William  Malcolm,  depatj  adjatant-geieiiie 
armj,  now  under  the  command  of  major-general  Gates,  be  pemiaBM 
his  rank  in  the  army,  and  his  regiment,  if  the  same  shall  m  kqit^iti'l 
new  arrangement  now  making. 

Re9olvM,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into  cssainliil 
articles  of  confederation. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  of  aecMi^il 
northern  department,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Edward  Ciuii,ci^r 
elected. 
'  Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  June  20,  177B. 

Mr.  John  Collins,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Island,  attended,  at<i^« 
seat  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,i]ifendi^*^ 
enemy  have  evacuated  Philadelphia : 

Ordertdj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intellicence. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  and  one,  m  Majtt^ 
col.  Ethan  Allen,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  col.  Allen  be  referred  to  thebii^' 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  \t^* 
10th,  from  col.  G.  Morgan,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedf  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  prece^ 
^and  such  other  articles  as  are  proper  for  presents  to  the  westenh^^ 
tions,  to  the  amount  of  10,000  dollars,  and  transmit  the  same  toFaH'^' 
the  commissioners,  who  are  to  treat  with  the  Indians  there  oatbeiSi^* 
July  next :  and  that  the  said  commissioners  be  directed  to  dispi|^ 
goods  among  the  said  Indians  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  j^^!^ 
conduce  to  conciliate  their  affections  and  secure  them  in  the  iotat^*'^ 
states : 

That  the  said  commissioners  be  empowered  to  draw  on  thenlitvy^ 
at  Fort-Pitt,  for  such  sums  as  shall  ne  necessary  to  defray  thecal 
expenses  of  the  said  treaty. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  boards  of  Congstas  put  themsdvesii^ 
to  remove  from  this  place.  t 

A  motion  being  made  for  an  advance  of  100,000  dollars  to  At^ 
New-York, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  \^l>erei|A 

Resolved,  Thtit  5,000,000  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  '^ 
tiie  board  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States :  ^ 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  teovia' 
as  the  emission  directed  on  the  1 1th  day  of  April  last,  and  be  b^'^I^IJvL 
the  last  number  of  each  respective  denomination  progressiveljiiv^ 
of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

41,66r  of  the  denomiration      ^ 

of  edoihm     23 

41,666    do.     of   5    do^  ^ 

15; 


41,667  of  the  denomination 

of  40  dolkn,  1,666,680 

41,667    do.     of  30    do.  1,250,010 

41,666    do.    of  20    do.  833,320 

41,666    do.    of    8    do.  333,328 

4^1,666    do.    of   r    do.  ^1,662 


41,667    do.    of  4. da 
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That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  and  of  the  inspec- 
tors of  the  press,  signers,  and  printers  of  the  emission  directed  on  the  20th 
day  of  May,  1777,  shall  extend  to  the  said  5,000,000  of  dollars  now  to  be 
emitted,  subject,  however,  to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  the  board 
of  treasury  may  judge  expedient* 

The  committee  pn  the  treasury,  report,  ^  That  the  commissioners  of  claims ' 
have  communicated  to  the  board,  sundry  errors  in  the  accounts  of  B.  Flower, 
commissary  •general  of  military  stores,  referred  to  them  for  their  examination, 
and  that  it  appears  to  the  board  that  some  of  the  accounts  and  receipts 
strongly  indicate  intentions  of  fraud  in  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  commis- 
sary-general of  military  stores :"  Whereupon, 

JResolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed,  forthwith,  to  cause  the  said 
ComeliuH  Sweers  to  be  arrested  and  secured  until  farther  enquiry  can  be 
made  into  his  conduct  in  the  premises. 

Congress  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion :  and,  on  motion, 

Besolved,  That  the  delegates  of  the  states,  beginning  with  New-Hamp- 
shire, be  called  upon  for  the  report  of  their  constituents  upon  the  confedera-  - 
tion,  and  the  powers  committed  to  them ;  and  that  no  amendments  be  pro- 
posed but  sucn  as  come  from  a  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceeding  on  the,  articles  of  confederation  be  post- 
poned to  Monday  next,  and  that  it  be  taken  up  immediately  after  the  reading 
of  the  public  letters  and  reports  of  the  treasury,  if  any  there  are. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  evidence  collecteu,  and  to  state  the  chaiges  against  the  general  ofiicers 
who  were  in  the  northern  department  when  Ticonderoga  and  Mount-Inde- 
pendence were  evacuated,  and  which  is  on  the  files,  be  sent  to  gen.  Wash-, 
mgton,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  appoint  a  court-martial  to  proceed  to  trial. 

Six  o'clock,  p.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Washin^on,  accompanied  with  the  pro^ 
ceedings  of  the  court  of  enquiry,  respecting  the  losses  of  the  forts  in  the 
Highlands,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  enquiry  be  referred  to  the 
t>oard  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  June  22,  1778. 

Mr.  Samuel  Holten,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  attended,  and 
look  his  seat  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  col.  Forman,  directed  to  N.  Scudder,  esq.  a  de- 
egate  from  New-Jersey,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boards  of  war  and  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  and  one  of  the  9th,  frommajur-gen.  Heath,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  9th  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
bat  thev  confer  with  the  committee  lately  sent  to  camp,  and  give  the  neces- 
arj  ordfers. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  major-gen.  Sullivan,  was  read,  enclosing  one 
f  the  5th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  and  one  of  the  13th,  from  sov.  Green  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members 
hosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wentworth,  Mr.  Bllery,  Mr.  Sherman»and  Mr. 
lancock* 

A  letter,  of  the  25th  of  May,  from  gov.  Caswell,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  w.  Aylett,  esq.  deputy  commissary-general  of 
urchaaes,  was  read,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  gov.  Johnson  was  read,  with  tundiy  paperseo- 
closed,  relatiTe  to  instructions  given  to  major  Lee : 
Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table  till  the  afternoon. 

The  committee  on  the  treasarj  brought  in  a  report ;  WhereupoBy 
Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  ot  New-Y^tk^ 
for  the  use  of  that  state*  which  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  E.  Langworthj,  one  of  the  delegates 
of  Georgia,  to  enable  him  to  paj  a  bill  drawn  by  James  Whitefield,  esq. 
speaker  of  the  house  of  assembly,  expressed  to  be  tor  paying  an  express  from 
Georgia ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  2000  dollars  be  paid  to  Robert  Cochran,  in  discbane  of  three  Inlls 
of  exchan^  drawn  by  John  Ashe,  treasurer  of  tiie  state  of  North -Caroliai, 
two  of  which  are  dated  the  18th  of  March,  1777,  in  favor  of  Peter  liallet, 
375  dollars  each ;  the  other  dated  May  20di,  1777,  in  favor  of  Peter  and  Da- 
niel Mallety  for  1250  dollars ;  all  expressed  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  profi- 
sions ;  the  said  state  of  North-Carolina  to  be  accountable. 

Coneress  proceeded  to  consider  the  objections  of  the  states  to  the  mrticlei 
of  conlederation ;  whereupon,  the  delegates  of  Mary  land,  read  to  CoBgrssi 
instructions  they  had  just  received  from  their  constituents;  and  moved, 

That  the  objections  from  the  state  of  Maryland  to  the  confederation  beiia- 
mediately  taken  up  and  considered  by  Coneress,  that  ^he  delegates  fron 
Maryland  may  transmit  to  that  stJle,  with  all  possible  despatch,  the  deter- 
mination of  Congress  on  those  objections :  question  put,  resolved  in  tbeaf> 
firmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  inbehalf  of  Maryland, 

In  article  4,  strike  out  the  word  <*  paupers,"  and  after  the  words  ''oreifber 
of  them,"  insert  **  that  one  state  shall  not  be  burthened  with  the  raaiateaance 
of  the  poor  who  may  remove  into  it  from  any  of  the  others  in  the  union : 
question  put,  passed  in  the  negative,  one  state  only  answering  aj. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  inbehalf  of  Maryland, 

Article.  8,  after  the  words  **  granted  to  or  surveyed  for,"  insert  **  or  which 
shall  hereafter  be  granted  to,  or  surveyed  for  any  person  :"  qaestion  pat, 
passed  in  the  negative,  4  ayes,  8  noes. 

A  third  amendment  was  moved  in  behalf  of  Maryland, 

Article  9.  after  the  words  '*  shall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States,"  insert,  **  the  United  states  in  Congress  assembled,  shall 
have  the  power  to  appoint  commissioners,  who  shall  be  fully  authorized  and 
empowered  to  ascertain  and  restrict  the  boundaries  of  such  of  the  cosfi*de- 
rated  states  which  claim  to  extend  to  the  river  Mississippi,  or  Sonth  Sea :" 
after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  toHsomiw. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  June  23,  1778. 

Mr.  Titus  Hosmer,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  l6th,  from  B.  Elliot,  directed  to  Mr.  Roberdean,  was  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

•  A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Washington,  and  one  of  the  17th,  from 
gen.  Gates,  with  papers  enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Gates  be  referred  to  the  board  of 

The  commissioners  of  claims  at  the  board  of  treasury,  report. 

That  there  is  due,  to  Francis  Lewis,  esq.  for  his  expenses  to,  in«  and 
North -Carolina,  when  sent  to  purchase  goods  for  the  army,  925  60-90  dolbrs : 

To  Robert  Patton,  for  his  pay  as  messenger  to  Congress^  and  for  extra 
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services,  &c.  from  January  2l8tto  June  l$th,  1778,  both  days  inclusive,  293 
dollars: 

To  Mrs:  E.  Swoope»  for  lodging  and  boarding  baron  Steuben*  his  twd  aids, 
and  two  servants,  13  days,  104  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  naid. 

A  letter  of  the  22d»  from  the  board  (avf2Lt,  was  read  : 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered^  Tiuit  the  board  of  war  estimate  ^  the  expense  of  the  fort  lately 
built  by  Mr*  Roberdeau»in  Bedford  county,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  report  the 
same  to  Congress,  with  their  opinion  bv  whom  the  same  ought  to  be  defrayed* 

Besolvtdj  That  gen  Gates  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  dismiss  all 
the  supernumerary  staff-officers  in  the  district  under  his  command. 

Bestdvedf  That  so  much  of  gen.  Gates's  letter  of  the  17th,  and  the  papers 
enclosed,  as  relates  to  the  supernumerary  officers  of  the  staff,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  arrangement ;  and  that  they  be  directed  to  report  a  plan 
for  preventing  the  extraordinary  expense  arising  from  the  appointment  of 
such  officers*  > 

Besolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  collect  the  standards  and 
colours  taken  from  the  enemy,  by  the  army  of  the  United  States,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war. 

The  board  of  war  report,  "  that  the  two  independent  companies  raised  in 
the  town  of  Westmoreland,  lately  commanded  by  the  captains  Durkee  and 
Ransom,  are  reduced  by  various  causes  to  abouf  86  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates ;  and  that  there  is  no  chance  of  their  being  completed  to  the 
establishment ;  that  the  said-  companies  are  now  detached  from  the  main 
army  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers:  Whereupon, 

Resolveds  That  the  two  independent  companies,  lately  commanded  by  the 
captains  Durkee  and  Ransom,  which  were  raised  in  the  town  of  Westmore- 
land, be  united  and  form  one  company : 

That  lieut.  Simon  Spaulding  be  appointed  captain,  and  lieuts.  Timothy 
Pierce  and  Phineas  Pierce,  lieutenants  of  the  said  companv ;  the  said  lieu- 
tenants to  rank,  Timothy  Pierce  from  the  16th  of  January  last,  and  Phineas 
Pierce  from  the  1st  of  April  last,  the  times  they  were  respectively  appointed 
to  act  as  lieutenants  in  the  said  companies." 

A  motion  was  made,  "  that  the  committee  lately  at  camp  be  directed  to 
prepare  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  for  apportioning  the  number  of  bat- 
talions to  the  several  states,  and  to  report  on  the  propriety  of  further  re* 
dttcing  them,  and  also  the  sixteen  battalions,  so  called  r' 

On  motion  made,  and  the  question  put,  that  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed ;  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


New-HanyiMfdre,  Mr.  Bullett, 
Matat^ttt-Bajf,  Mr.    Hancock, 

8.  AdaiD^ 
Gcny, 
Dana, 
LoveU, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
Marctiant^ 
CqUuis, 
Mr.  Shennan, 
Wokott, 
Hosmer, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
C.  Morris, 


Rhode-Jdandf 


Connecticut^ 


^fcW^YCTKf 


fly 

no  I 

oyj 

ay 

«y, 
«y 
«y 
*^, 

no^no 


ay 


JVViPs/br«ey, 


Pcntuylvoniaf 


DelawotBf  * 
Maryland, 

Virgima, 


S.'CaroH7Uip 


Gcargia, 

So  it  was  resolred  in  the  affinnative. 


Mr.  Withenpoon,  ay"^ 

Elmer,  oy>(fy 

Scudder,         nyj 
Mr.  Roberdeau,     ay^ 

James  Smith,  ay  ^ay 

Clingan, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
l^fr.  Plater, 

Cairoll, 
Mr.  R.  H.Lee, 

Banister, 

T.Adams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Matthews, 

Hutson, 

Heywaid, 
Mr.  iAngwortby,  no  ^ 
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A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Eesolvedf  That  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  who  hath  inliit- 
ed  or  shall  inlist  into  the  company  of  foot  ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  town  «[ 
Westmoreland,  on  the  east  branch  of  the  Susqaehanna,  by  the  reaolntion  4 
the  I6th  of  March  last,  shall  receive  the  sums  for  findinc  his  own  arma^  ac- 
coutrements, and  blanket,  as  were  allowed  by  a  resolve  of  the  16th  ioataiit  to 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  two  regiments  caisiiig  in 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  to  serve  for  one  year ;  the  said  suma  to  be 
paid  them  immediately  upon  their  passing  muster  before  the  colenciU  or 
in  his  absence,  the  next  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  in  the  said  IowBi 
and  producing  the  necessary  articles  of  equipment  mentioned  in  ^  said 
resolve  of  the  16th  instant. 

That  the  sum  of  1440  dollars  be  granted  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  iassed 
to  col.  Dennison,  of  Westmoreland  aforesaid,  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  al- 
lowances above  mentioned  ;  be  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  articles  of  confe- 
deration moved  in  behalf  of  Maryland  : 

On  the  question  to  agree,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Marchant, 

New-Hampthirt^  Bfr.  Bartlett, 
Jk^aua'tttS'Bay,  Mr.  Hancock, 

b.  Adams, 


ntr\ 


BhodC'Itlandf 


€annecticuit 


A>w-r»rib, 


Mr.  EUci 


Geny, 
Dana, 
LoveU, 
Holten, 

Marchant, 
CoUins» 

Mr.  Shermani 
Huntington, 
Wolcott, 
Hosmer, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
(i.  Morris^ 


no  I 
no 

no 

no 
no 

no 


}- 


I 


div. 


J*enntifkftiiU€h 


Delawaref 
Maryland^ 

Virginia, 


S^'CaroUnOf 


i" 


Georgia, 


Vb.  Withetspoon,  ay' 

Elmer,  09  \ 

Scudder,         ajf 
Mr.  KobeideMi,    oy^ 

James  Smith,  «y  >  m 

Cfingan.  ^^ 

Mr.  M<Rean, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  R.  H.  JLee, 

Banister, 

T.  Adaiu^ 
Mr.  Laurens^ 

Dtaytcm, 

Matthew^ 

Hutson, 

Heyvard, 
Mr.  Langwotthy,  up  >«i0 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative^ 

The  delegates  from  New -Hampshire  being  called  on,  informed  Congress, 

That  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  have,  in  their  general  asaemblj,  agreed 
to  the  articles  of  confederation  as  they  now  stand,  and  have  empowendthnr 
delegates  to  ratify  the  same  in  behalf  of  their  state. 

The  delegates  of  Massachusetts-Bay  being  called  on,  read  sundry  oljec- 
tions  transmitted  to  them  hj  their  constituents  to  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, and  thereupon  moved  m  behalf  of  their  state, 

1st.  That  the  8tli  article  be  re-considered,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  criterion 
fixed  on  for  settling  the  proportion  of  taxes  to  be  paid  by  each  state,  that  an 
amendment  maj  be  made,  so  that  the  rule  of  apportionment  may  be  varied, 
from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  until  experience  shall  have  shewed  wbat 
rule  of  apportionment  will  be  most  equal  and  consequently  most  just : 
questioii  put,  passed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  8  noes. 

2d,  That  the  5th  section  of  the  9th  article  be  re-considered  so  fiv  as  re- 
lates to  the  rule  of  apportioning  the  number  of  forces  to  be  raised  by  each 
state  on  the  requisition  of  Congress :  question  put,  passed  in  the  negativet 
3  ayes,  7  noes. 

Sd.  That  the  Gth  section  of  the  9th  article  be  re-considered  so  far  as  it 
makes  the  assent  of  nine  states  necessary  to  exercise  the  powers  with  which 
Congress  are  thereby  invested :  question  put,  passed  in  the  negative* 
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The  delegates  from  Rhode-Island,  being  called  on,  produced  infltructions 
from  their  constitaents.  and  thereupon  moved  the  following  amendments : 

Ist.  In  the  5th  article,  after  the  word  <*  two,"  insert  "  members,  unless  bj 
sickness,  death  or  any  other  unavoidable  accident,  butone  of  the  members  oC 
a  state  qan  attend  Congress,  in  which  case  such  state  mav  be  represented  in 
Congress  by  one  member  for  the  space  of  months :"  question  put, 

passed  in  the  negative,^!  aye^  9  noes.  * 

2d.  In  die  8th  article,  after  the  word  "appoint,"  add  **  such  estimate  to 
be  taken  and  made  once  in  every  five  years :"  question  put,  passed  in  the 
negative,  4  ayes,  6  noes. 

Sd.  In  the  9th  article,  at  the  end  of  the  second  paragraph,  after  the  words 
^for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,"  add  "  provided  nevertheless,  that  all 
lands  within  these  states,  the  property  of  which,  before  the  present  war,  was 
Tested  in  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  or  out  of  which  revenues  from  quit- 
rents  arise*  payable  to  the  said  crown,  shall  be  deemed,  taken  and  considered 
as  the  property  of  these  United  States,  and  be  disposed  of  and  appropriated 
by  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  confederacy,  reserving,  nowever,  to 
the  states,  within  whose  limits  such  crown  lands  may  be,  the  entire  and  com- 
plete jurisdictions  thereof:"  question  put,  passed  in  the  negative,  1  aye,  9  noes. 

The  delegates  from  Connecticut  being  called  on,  produced  instructions, 
and  thereupon  moved  the  following  amendments: 

1st  In  tne  8th  article,  after  the  words  <<  in  proportion  to,"  strike  out  what 
fbllows  to  the  end  of  the  sentence,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  *'  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  each  state :"  question  put,  passed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,  9  noes. 

2d.  In  the  9th  article,  at  the  end  of  the  5th  paragraph,  add  the  words  fol- 
lowing, '*  provided  that  no  land  army  shall  be  kept  up  by  the  United  States 
in  time  of  peace,  nor  any  officers  or  pensioners  kept  in  pay  by  them,  who  are 
not  in  actual  service,  except  such  as  are  or  may  be  rendered  unable  to  sup- 
port themselves  by  wounds  received  in  battle,  in  the  service  of  the  said 
states,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  already  made  by  a  resolution  of  Congress :" 
question  put,  passed  in  the  negative,  1  aye,  11  noes. 

The  delegates  of  New-York  being  called  on,  produced,  under  the  Sreat 
seal  of  their  state,  an  exemplification  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  thereof,  ra- 
tifying the  articles  of  confederation  as  passed  b;^  Coneress,  with  a  proviso, 
that  the  same  shall  not  be  binding  on  the  state  until  all  tne  other  states  in  the 
nnion  ratify  the  same. 

The  dele^tes  from  New-Jersey  being  called  on,  laid  before  Congress  tt^ 
representation  of  the  legislative  council  and  general  assembly  of  their  state* 
respecting  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Junt  24,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  January  24th,  from  col.  William  Lee,  to  major-gen.  Heatfa» 
was  read,  requesting  leave  to  resicn : 

BMSQlmi^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  March  17th,  from  major  Swasey,  was  read,  requesting  leave 
to  resign  his  commission : 

JResolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  informing,  that  captain  Smith 
having  declined  the  appointment  of  secretary  to  the  board  of  war,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  board  suffers  daily  for  want  of  proper  assistance,  and  therefore 
calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  appointment  of  a  secretary : 

Besolved^  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  appointing  a  secretary  to  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

Xesolvedt  That  on  Saturday  next  Congress  be  adjourned  from  this  place  to. 
meet  at  Philadelphia*  on  Thursday*  the  2d  day  of  July  Mut 
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Kesolvrd,  That  &  committee  of  three  be  ippoiNted  to  tike  pfu  b 
mm  fur  a  public  celebration  of  the  anniversar*  of  iitdt|)«tdeBtt,itU 
detphia,  on  tlie4th  da^  of  July  next,  and  that  tnej  be  udianiciidfa 
ted  to  invite  the  president  and  council  and  speaker  gf  tKe  tMiMji'k 
commonwealth  of  Pennsjlrama,  and  Buch  ouier  gCDtlemea  ui  £«n 
of  distinctinn,  aa  thej  shall  deem  proper:  the  meMibenduKi,li^w> 
Mr.  Hancock,  and  Mr.  Matthews. 

BesolvedjThAtCongteat  wilt, in  abody.attend  divine 
the  5th  day  ofJnlTneit.to  return  thanks  for  the  diTinenertj      .,  . 
the  independenceoftlie^e states,  and  that  thechaplaiDabcnetiUiil* 
and  preach  sermons  suited  to  the  occasion. 

Aletter,  of  the  Sist,  from  the  council  of  PennkjWaiua,  «anil.«* 
singa  paper  of  intelligence  respecting  the  Indian  incniwiBi: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report  {  WfienM 

Ordered,  lliat  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  JaMpUNanr 
master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  applied  itj  &  ■''* 
to  the  purpose  of  purchasing  linens,  hose,  shoes,  &c.  for  tfat  utii"^' 
the  said  pay-master  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  June  25.  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  general  Washington,  in  New-Icn(f,w'' 
ryell's  ferry,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  the  council  of  war  of  the  state  of  U^'* 
&c  directed  to  the  delegates  of  that  state,  was  laid  before  Cap' 
read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  arrangeiM* 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  report  of  tht  Hi* 
board  of  treasury  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  of  the  300,000,  forwhichinr^ 
the  12th  of  February  last,  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  FcD>^**[y 
by  them  transmitted  to  the  president  of  that  state,  for  the  P""**!  , 
&c.  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  paying  for  the  clothing  aaX^^* 
letter  of  the  Sth,  from  the  president  of  tiie  coancil  of  Pesiujlr*^ 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Wherenpon, 

Seaolved,  That  the  independent  corps  raised  by  colonel  Anw*^ 
sequence  of  general  Washington's  permission,  "be  talkenwi*"'^ 
pay ;  the  pay  to  commence  from  the  time  of  the  respective  iDlirfn*^ 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  engaged  in  the  same:        . 

That  general  Washington  be  authorize  to  officer  thi*  <^^,^ 
foreig;Q  and  other  officers  of  merit  as  at-present  hold  <=o'*''''''°^[ 
are  not  already  and  cannot  be  annexed  to  other  corps  on  At  f^ 
rangement  of  the  army:  .^ 

■ftat  if  any  of  the  states  shall  think  projwr  to  allow  the  noa-ui*''^ 
officers  and  privates,  who   have  or   shall  inliat  in  colonel  Ao»»*^ 
the  bounty  allowed  by  them    respectively,   in  addition  to  tkt^ 
b^un^,  the  men  so  engaged  shall  be  credited  as  part  ofi^il''" 
sUte  who  shall  allow  the  adi 

That  the  sum  of  5000  dol 
advanced  to  colonel  Armani 
recruiting  charges  of  the  sai 
be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom 
maior^neral  Sullivan,  &c. 

Saolvtd,  That  it  be,  and  i 
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state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  over  and  above  the  quota  assiffned  to  them  for 
the  defence  of  Rhode-Island  bj  the  convention  of  Springfield,  to  complete 
and  send  forward  with  all  possible  despatch,  the  number  of  men  assigned  by 
the  said  convention  to  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  lieu  of  the  additional 
number  of  militia  scdt  to  Hudson's  river  by  Connecticut,  in  behalf  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

Bewlvedf  That  seneral  Washington  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  or- 
der the  continental  oattalion  raised  by  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantatiopsy  now  in  the  main  army,  to  the  said  state  for  the  defence 
thereof,  if  in  his  opinion  the  same  may  be  done  without  any  injury  to  iht 
general  interest  of  these  United  States. 

Resolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  furnish 
major-eeneral  Sullivan  with  2000  stand  of  arms,  including  the  number  already 
ordered  by  the  said  board,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  state  troops  and 
militia  under  his  command,  from  the  arms  lately  imported  into  Portsmouth, 
in  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  if  any  there  be,  from  some  convenient  ma- 
gazine ;  and  that  they  order  major-general  Sullivan  to  take  particular  care 
that  the  arms  be  delivered  up  by  the  militia  before  they  leave  the  service. 

BesQlved,  That  the  navy  board  in  the  eastern  departmant  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  empowered  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped  and  manned,  three 
large  galhes  for  the  defence  of  Providence,  Warren,  and  Taunton  rivers^  or 
procure  three  suitable  vessels  for  that  purpose,  if,  upon  advising  with  the 
council  of  war  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations  and 
general  Sullivan,  they  shall  judge  the  measures  to  be  expedient. 

Orderedj  That  the  part  of  the  report  relative  to  advancing  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  tlie  state  of  Rhode-Island,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Three  o*clook,  P.  M. 

The  conhnittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-master 
to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  said 
board  ;  for  which  sum  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cut, 1000  on  the  application  of  Mr.  S:  Huntington,  and  1000  on  the  application 
of  Mr.  O.  Wolcott,  two  of  the  said  delegates  ;  the  state  to  be  accountable. 

The  commissioners  of  claims  report. 

That  there  is  due  to  major  James'  Armstrong  Wilson,  a  balance  in  full 
for  the  pav  of  his  own  and  captain  Samuel  PostTethwaite's  company,  and  of 
IS  men  belon|;ing  to  different  regiments  in  brigadier  Wayne's  division,  doing 
duty  with  major  Wilson's  company  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  5th  of  June 
instant,  when  the  two  companies  were  discharged,  and  for  expenses  and 
charges  in  raising  the  said  companies,  the  sum  oflQ05  50-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  representation  from  New-Jersey,  on 
tlie  articles  of  confederation,  which  was  read,  as  follows : 

To  die  United  States  in  Congrest  MKoibled     The  repreienUtkm  of  the  Legislathpe  Caondl' 
and  Geoend  Anemby  of  the  State  of  Xew-Jeney,  iheweth, 

"  That  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  between  the 
states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts -Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Marvland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  proposed 
by  the  hon.  the  Congress  of  the  said  states,  severally  for  their  consideration, 
have  been  by  us  fully  and  attentively  considered :  on  which  we  beg  leaTe  to 
remark  as  follows : 

1st.  In  the  5th  article,  where,  among  other  thinn,  the  qualifications  of 
the  delegates  from  the  several  states  are  describea,  there  is  no  mention  of 
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anj  oath,  test  or  declantioD.  to  be  taken  or  made  bj  tfaen  pRriaikt 
admission  tu  seaU  in  Congreu.  It  i§  iodeed,  to  be  prcsmedilkit^ 
etatei  will  be  careful  that  the  delegates  thej  and  to  aaist  m  mmff! 
general  intcreati  of  the  union,  take  the  oaths  to  the  p*eninMBtfaB^ 
thejr  derive  their  authority ;  but  as  the  United  States,  collKtiidjaiW 
have  interests  as  well  as  each  particular  state,  we  ai-e  of  opimtatiH 
teat  or  obligation,  binding  upon  each  delente  while  be  coitiiiMikM 
to  consult  and  pgrane  the  formeF  as  well  as  the  latter,  aadpn^* 
assent  to  no  vote  or  proceeding  which  niav  violate  the  genenJ  ct^thi^ 
it  neceasary.  The  laws  ant)  usages  of  all  civilieed  natioai  natttip 
prietj  of  an  oath  on  such  occaBious,  and  the  more  solems  aa^nfaH^ 
deposit,  the  more  atrong  and  explicit  ought  the  obligatioD  tabt. 

«d.  Sj  the  6th  and  9th  articles,  the  regulation  of^trade  hcm*^" 
initted  lo  the  several  states  within  their  separate  jnriidictiHi,iiMi* 
grec  as  xmj  involve  many  difficulttea  and  embarraBsment»,aaJbtna> 
with  injustice  to  some  states  in  the  union  ;  we  are  of  t^aiei,  tiAi"' 
and  exclusive  power  of  regulating  the  trader  of  the  United  Statu  li!* 
reign  nations,  ought  to  be  clearly  vested  in  the  Congress,  and  lb>W 
me  arising  from  all  doties  and  customs  imposed  thereca,  ei|hlbklf; 

C'lted  to  the  building,  equipping  and  manning  a  avrj  fdrtKfntoM 
trade  and  defence  of  the  coaata,  and  to  such  other  nbbd^ 
IMrposes  as  to  the  Congress  shall  seem  proper,  and  for  the  cmm'* 
<^  tne  states.  This  pnnciple  appears  to  as  (o  be  just,  and  it  ■^''^ 
that  a  great  aecurity  will  by  this  means  be  derived  to  the  uuaM'^ 
tablishment  of  a  common  and  muiual  interesL 

3d.  It  is  wisely  provided  in  the  6th  article,  that  no  body  rf *■■ 
be  kept  up  by  any  state  in  time  of  peace,  except  such  nambera|i*', 
judgment  of  the  United  States  in  CouEress  assembled,  ikitkt* 
retjoistte  to  garrison  the  forts  necessary-  lor  the  defeQCC  of  tai  •■* 


think  it  ought  also  to  be  provided  and  clearly  expressed,  **"^ 
troops  belteptupby  the  United  States  in  time  of  peace, eictf)*" 
ber  only  BSHhuU  be  allowed  by  the  assent  of  nine  states.  AM^^ 
a  military  establishment,  and  every  appendage  thereof,  in  tiwap''' 
totally  araorrent  from  the  ideas  and  prtocipies  (^  this  state.  If*' 
morable  act  ofCon^ress,  declaring  the  Uniteo  Colonies  free  uda^^ 
•tates,  it  is  emphatically  mentioned,  as  one  of  the  canses  of  "¥'^■1, 
Great -Britian,  that  the  sovereign  thereof  had  kept  up  amoogtti'.'r 
peace,  standing  armies  without  the  consent  of  the  l^alaWre*.  j'^ 
wished  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  people  may  by  the  gw*^ 
be  carefully  and  explicitly  guarded  in  this  respect.  ,^ 

4tb.  On  the  8th  article   we  observe,  that  as  frequent  setting 
quotas  for  supplies  and  aids  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  st«lft»'ff 
of  the  general  treasury,  will  be  reauiiute.  ao  thev  oosfat  to  iK  >^ .. 
cannot  be  thought  improper  o 
least  in  every  Bve  years,  and 
quantity  or  value  of  real  prop4 
rapidly  than  in  otiiers,  and  the 
at  another  be  disproportionate. 

5th.  The  boundaneaaud  liui 
fixed  and  made  known :  this  i 
salutary  effects,  by  preventing 
moting  harmony  anuconfidenci 
the  times  would  not  admit  of  t 
eration  to  the  several  states,  tl 
and  the  rule  and  mode  by  whic 
tine  more  convenient  and  favc 
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period,  not  exceeding  five  years  from  the  final  ratification  of  the  confedera- 
tion, would  be  satisfactory. 

6th.  The  9th  article  provides,  that  no  state  shall  be  deprived  of  territory 
for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States;  whether  we  are'to  understand,  that  by 
territory  is  intended  any  land,  the  property  of  which  was  heretofore  vested 
in  the  crown  of  Great-Britain ;  or  that  no  mention  of  such  land  is  made  in 
the  confederation,  we  are  constrained  to  observe,  that  the  present  war,  as  we 
always  apprehended,  was  undertaken  for  the  general  defence  and  interest  of 
the  confederating  colonies,  now  the  United  States.  It  was  ever  the  confi- 
dent expectation  of  this  state,  that  the  benefits  derived  from  a  successful 
contest,  were  to  be  seneral  and  proportionate ;  and  that  the  property  of  tlie 
common  enemy,  falling  in  consequence  of  a  prosperous  issue  of  the  war, 
would  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  be  appropriated  to  their  use.  We 
are  therefore  greatly  disappointed  in  finding  no  provision  made  in  the  con* 
federation  for  empowering  the  Congi*ess  to  dispose  of  such  property,  but 
especially  the  vacant  and  iropatented  lands,  commonly  called  the  crown 
lands,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  for  such  other  public  and 
general  purposes.  The  Jurisdiction  ought  in  every  instance  to  belong  to 
the  respective  states  withm  the  charter  or  determined  limits  of  which  such 
lands  may  be  seated ;  but  reason  and  justice  must,  decide,  that  the  property 
which  existed  in  the  crown  of  Great- Britain,  previous  to  the  present  revo- 
Intion,  ou(^t  now  to  belone  to  the  Congress,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  United  States.  They  have  fought  and  bled  for  it,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  abilities,  and  therefore  the  reward  ought  not  to  be  predilec- 
tionally  distributed.  Shall  such  states  as  are  shut  out  by  situation  from 
availing  themselves  of  the  least  advantage  from  this  quarter,  be  left  to  sink 
under  an  enormous  debt,  whilst  others  are  enabled,  in  a  short  period,  to  re- 
place all  their  expenditures  from  the  hard  earnings  of  the  whole  confederacy  ? 

7th.  The  9th  article  also  provides,  that  the  requisition  for  the  land  forces 
to  be  furnished  by  the  several  states  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  number  of 
white  inhabitants  in  each.  In  the  act  of  independence  we  find  the  following 
declaration:  ^  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  arecre«> 
ated  equal ;  that  they  are  endued  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable 
rights,  among  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness :"  of  this 
doctrine  it  is  not  a  very  remote  consequence,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  every 
society,  be  the  color  of  their  complexion  what  it  may,  are  bound  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  thereof,  according  to  their  respnective  abilities.  They  ouffht 
therefore  to  be  brought  into  the  account  on  this  occasion.  But,  admitting 
necessity  or  expediency  to  justify  the  refusal  of  liberty  in  certain  circum- 
stances to  persons  of  a  particular  color,  we  think  it  unequal  to  reckon  upon 
such  in  this  ca«e.  Should  it  be  improper,  for  special  local. reasons,  to  admit 
them  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  nation,  yet  we  conceive  the  proportion 
of  forces  to  be  embodied  ought  to  be  fixed  according  to  the  whole  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  state,  from  whatever  class  they  may  be  raised.  If  the 
whole  number  of  inhabitants  in  a  state,  whose  inhabitants  are  all  whites,  both 
those  who  are  called  into  the  field,  and  those  who  remain  to  till  the  ground, 
and  labor  in  mechanical  arts  and  otherwise,  are  reckoned  in  the  estimate  for 
striking  the  proportion  of  forces  to  be  furnished  by  that  state,  ought  even  a 
part  of  the  latter  description  to  be  left  out  in  another  ?  As  it  is  of  indispen- 
sable necessity  in  every  war,  that  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  be  employea  for 
the  uses  of  hasbandry  and  otherwise  at  home,  while  others  are  called  into 
the  field,  there  must  be  the  same  propriety  that  owners  of  a  different  color, 
who  are  employed  for  this  purpose  in  one  state,  while  whites  are  employed 
for  the  same  purpose  in  another,  be  reckoned  in  the  account  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  present  instance. 

8th.  In  order  that  the  quota  of  troops  to  be  furnished  in  each  state,  on  oc- 
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casion  of  a  war,  maj  be  equitably  ascertained,  we  arttfofHoioBtyi 
habitants  of  the  several  utates  ought  to  be  numbered  as  fireqaoija^ 
lure  of  the  case  will  admit*  and  once  at  least  every  five  jeaT&  Iklf 
purtioned  increase  in  the  population  of  different  states  naj  ra^rcciM 
vision  absolutely  necessary. 

9th*  It  is  provided  in  the  9th  article,  that  the  assent  of  oiiRiBatii 
the  thirteen  shall  be  necessary  to  determine  in  sundry  asadfc^ot 
concern.  If  this  proportion  be  proper  and  jttst»  it  ou^t  to  be  keftaioid 
the  states  increase  in  number,  and  a  declaration  tbmof  beade,iii^» 
tisfactioB  of  the  Union. 

.  That  we  think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  solicit  the  atteotimfCapi 
to  these  considerations  and  remarks,  and  to  request  that  tbe^« 
meaning  of  them  be  adopted  as  part  of  the  general  confeden^;^^ 
means  we  apprehend  the  mutual  interests  of  all  the  states wiU be ter 
ituredand  promoted,  and  that  the  legislature  of  this  state  wiUtbak^ 
fed  in  ratifying  the  same." 

Whereupon,  it  was  moved  that  the  several  articles  in  tbcoi^ 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing  representation,  be  so  fiir  re-ooB«M>'<' 
mit  the  purport  and  meaning  of  the  additions,  ait^iitiQD8,iBdiM^ 
proposea  in  the  said  representation  :  question  pnt,  pnsed  is  tte^' 
ayes,  6  noes,  t  divided. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  being  called  on,  mered  <^M 
amendment  in  behalf  of  their  state  : 

1st.  in  the  irst  paragraph  of  the  5th  article,  dele  the  woris^^*^ 
maiader  of  the  year :"  question  pot,  passed  in  the  nega&ve,M^'° 
1  divided.  ^ 

2d.  That  such  part  of  the  9th  article  as  respects  die  post  afi^^ 
HOT  amended,  so  as  that  Congress  be  obliged  to  lay  the  aco^*^ 
before  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states :  question  pot,  pi^*^ 
gative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

dd.  In  tne  5th  paragraph  of  the  9th  article,  expunge  tl»  ««'''' 
question  put,  passed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,  7  noes,  1  diviM      ,  i 

4th.  In  the  last  section  of  rae  9th  article,  after  the  word  "M^ 
«•  respectively  :"  question  [>ut,  nassed  in  the  ne^tive,  1  a?,  1^"*^ 

The  delegates  from  Virginia  beinK  called  on,  inTbrmed  Cay>*j 
are  empowered  to  ratify,  in  behalf  of  their  state,  the  articles oitv'n 
as  they  now  stand.  J 

The  delegates  from  South-Carolina  being  called  on,  mtredit'^ 
amend  men  ta  in  behalf  of  their  state :  ^^ 

1st.  In  article  4,  between  the  words  •*  free  inhabitants,''  ii*'* 
passed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,  8  noes,  1  divided.  i^^ 

dd.  In  the  next  line,  after  the  words  *«  these  states,*^  '*"^**Jiii 
fhso  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  confederacy:^  pased  i'^ 
ttve,  3  ayes,  8  noes.  ^ 

Sd^  After  the  words  «« the  several  states,'*  insert  **accoiiys|^J*J 
such  states  respectively,  for  the  government  of  their  own  fiW**^ 
tftnts :''  passed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  8  noes,  1  divided*       .^^ 

4th.  After  the  words  ^*  of  which  the  owner  is  an  inbabhMti'^''^ 
cept  in  cases  of  embargo  :'*  passed  in  the  negative,  S  ayeSj^W^w 

5th.  In  the  first  paragraph  of  the  5th  artk4e,  strike  ont^I'^gj^ 
November,"  and  insert  *•  19th  day  of  April  :**  passed  intha^P^ 
noes,  1  divided. 

6th.  In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  5di  article,  substiti^ 


place  of  •«  two,**  and  « two?'  in  th6  place  of  «•  three,**  and 
of  *<  six  :'*  passed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

7th.  In  the  3d  paragraph,  for  '*  committi^'*  read**' 
in  the  negative,  I  ay,  9  noes,  1  divided. 
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8th.  Ih  the  Ist  paragraph  of  the  6th  article,  for  **  prince  or  state,"  read 
"  prince  or  foreign  state,  except  the  tame  be  upon  the  subject  of  commerce. 
Dor  then  so  as  to  interfere  with  any  treaty  or  alliance  of  the  United  States 
made  or  treaty  proposed  by  Congress :"  passed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9 
noes. 

9th.  In  the  2d  paragraph  of  the  6th  article,  strike  out  '*  by  some  nation  of  * 
Indians,"  and  after  the  words  '<  to  invade  such  state,"  insert  "or  upon 
requisition  to  assist  a  sister  state  actually  invaded  or  threatened  with  aii 
invasion :"  passed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,  8  noes. 

lOtb.  In  the  1st  paragraph  of  the  7tnf  article,  strike  out  "  of  (fr  under  the 
rank  of  colonel,"  and  alter  '*  shall  be  appointed,"  insert  ^<and  commission- 
ed :"  passed  in  the  negative^  2  ayes,  8  noes,  1  divided. 

11th.  At  the  end  of  the  Tth  article  add,  *^  The  troops  to  be  raised  shall  be 
deemed  the  troops  ot  that  state  by  which  they  are  raised.  The  Congress  or 
grand  council  of  the  states  may,  when  they  think  proper,  make  retjuisition 
to  any  state  for  two-tliirds  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  ;  which  requisition  shall 
be  bindine  upon  the  said  states  respectively  ;  but  the  remaining  third  shall 
not  be  liable  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  state  in  which  they  are  raised,  without 
the  consent  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  same.  When  any  forces  are 
raised,  they  shall  be  under  the  command  of  the  executive  authority  of  the 
state  in  whioh  they  are  so  raised,  unless  they  be  joined  bv  troops  from  any 
other  state,  in  which  the  Congress  or  grand  council  of  the  states  may  appoint 
a  general  officer  to  take  the  command  of  the  whole :  and  until  the  same  can 
be  done,  the  command  shall  be  in  the  senior  officer  present,  who  shall  be 
amenable  for  his  conduct  to  the  executive  authority  ot  the  state  in  which  the 
troops  are,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  suspended  thereby.  The  expenses  of  the 
troops  so  to  be  raised,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  state  to  which  they  belone ; 
but  when  called  into  service  by  the  United  States,  they  shall  be  fed  and  paid 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States :"  passed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

12th.  In  the  first  line  of  the  8th  article,  strike  out  "  charges  of  war  and 
all  other:"  passed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  8  noes,  I  divided. 

Idth.  In  the  same  article,  strike  out  "  according  to  such  mode  as  the  United 
States  in  Consress  assembled  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  appoint ;" 
and  instead  of  "and  improvements  thereon  shall  be  estimated,"  read  "  and 
improvements  thereon  snail  by  periods  of  years  not  exceeding  ten,  as  often 
aa  may  be  required  by  Congress,  be  generally  estimated  by  persons  to  be 
appointed  by  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states,  to  value  the  same  upon 
oath  :"  passed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

14th.  In  the  first  paragraph  of  article  tlie  9th,  strike  out  "  appointing 
courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  hi^  seas,"  and 
in  lieu  thereof,  insert "  declaring  what  acts  committed  on  the  high  seas  shall 
be  deemed  piracies  or  felonies.:"  passed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

15th.  In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  9th  article,  for  "  be  the  last  resort  on 
ippeal,"  read  *<  decide  and  determine,"  and  strike  out  "  all  that  relates  to 
tlie  mode  of  settling  differences  between  states,  and  controversies  concerning 
private  right  of  soil :"  passed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

16th«  In  the  fifth  paragraph  of  the  9th  article,  after  the  words  ''in  any 
^rm  of,"  strike  out  "  three,"  and  insert  "  two :"  passed  in  the  negative,  3 
ijes,  7  noes,  1  divided. 

17tb.  In  the  sixth  paragraph  of  the  9th  article,  for  "unless  nine  states," 
-end  unless  "  eleven  states :"  passed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

18th.  At  the  end  of  the  same  paragraph,  strike  out  tne  words  <<  in  Con- 
gress assembled  :"  passed  in  the  negative,  1  ay,  10  noes. 

19th.  In  the  last  paragraph  of  the  9th  article,  after  the  words  "  and  the 
reas  and  nays  of  the  delegates  of  each  state  on."  for  "  any"  read  *'  every," 
tnd  strike  out  the  words  "  when  it  is  desired  by  any  delegate :"  passea  in 
he  iiesatiye,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 
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20th.  In  the  same  sentence*  strike  out  "  a  state  or,"  and  also  ''at  kuoc 
their  reaaesi,"  and  after  the  words  "  and  the"  insert  <'  respectiye  states  « 
the,"  ana  after  '<  shall,"  insert  **  opon  requisition ;"  passed  in  the  D^;atiTc, 
1  ay,  lb  noes. 

£lst.  Amend  the  last  clause  of  the  1 3th  article,  so  as  to  read  "  unless  sock 
alteration  be  agreed  to  by  eleven  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  matembled, 
and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  legislatures  of  eleven  of  the  United 
States :"  passed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,  6  noes,  2  divided. 

The  delegate  from  Georgia  being  called  on,  informed  Congress  thalkeVias 
not  yet  received  any  instructions  or  orders  from  his  constituents,  respectisig 
the  articles  of  confederation  ;  but  that  his  state  having  shewn  so  mach  readi- 
ness to  ratify  them,  even  iii  an  imperfect  state,  and  it  being  so  much  for  their 
interest,  that  the  confederation  should  be  ratified,  he  had  no  doubt  of  dieir 
agreeing  to  the  articles  as  they  now  stand. 

Delaware  and  North-Carolina  not  having  delegates  present  in  Cougresi, 
no  report  was  received  from  them,  saving  wnat  is  contained  in  go^-Csswell^s 
letter,  informing,  that  the  legislature  of  North-Carolina  have  agreed  (b  the 
articles  of  confederation. 

Chriered^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a 
ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation :  the  members  choseni,  Mr.  R.IL 
Lee,  Mr.  G.  Morri^and  Mr.  Dana. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  June  26,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  major-general  Arnold,  in  Philadelphia,  with  a 
proclamation  enclosed,  was  read :  also,  two  letters  of  the  8th,  fnw  cov. 
Henry,  of  Virgidia ;  one,  of  the  25th,  from  col.  G.  Morfsan,  and,  one  ofthe 
2ot)i,  from  the  board  of  war,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  respecting  Conie* 
lius  S  wecrs,  whom  they  have  arrested  in  consequence  of  die  orders  of  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  ratification  of  the  aiti* 
cles  of  confederation,  brought  in  a  oraught,  which  was  agreed  to  as  fcMows: 

TO  ALL  TO  "WHOM  THESE  PRESENTS  SHALL  COMB : 
fVe,  the  delegates  ofthe  staie§  c^ffixedtoournamtt  wndgnda^. 

Whereas,  the  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Coamtt 
assembled,  did,  on  the  15th  dav  of  November,  in  the  year  of  oor  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  in  the  second  year  of 
tlie  independence  of  America,  agree  to  certain  articles  of  conCMleration  and 
perpetual  union  between  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay, 
Khode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina, Sooth* 
Carofina,  and  Georgia,  in  the  words  following,  riz. 

(Here  insert  the  articles  printed.) 

Which  articles  were  by  Congress  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  all  the 
United  States,  to  be  considered,  and  if  approved  of  by  them,  they  were  ad- 
vised to  authorize  their  delegates  to  ratify  the  same  m  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  And,  whereas,  it  hath  pleased  the  Great  Governor  of  the 
World  to  incline  the  hearts  of  the  legislatures  we  respectively  represent  in 
Congress,  to  approve  of,  and  to  authorize  us  to  ratify  the  said  articles  of  con- 
federation and  perpetual  union ;  KNOW  YE,  that  we,  the  undersigned  de- 
legates, by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  us  given  for  that  purpose, 
do,  by  these  presents,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  our  respectiTe  constita* 
ents,  fully  and  entirely  ratify  and  confirm  each  and  every  oi  the  said  articles 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  and  all  and  singular  the  matters  and 
things  therein  contained  ;  and  we  do  further  solemnly  plight  and  engage  the 
faith  of  our  respective  constituents  that  they  shall  aoiae  by  the  determina- 
tions of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  all  questions,  which  by 
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the  said  confederation  are  submitted  to  them ;  and  that  the  articles  thereof 
shall  be  inriolablj  observed  bj  the  states  we  respectively  represent ;  and 
that.the  union  shall  be  perpetual. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  this  daj  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  leventy- 
eight,  and  in  the  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 

America. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  with  the  above  ra- 
tifications, be  engrossed  on  parchment, in  prder  that  the  same  maybe  signed 
before  Congress  adjourn  from  this  place. " 

A  petition  from  Henry  Klein,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Four  o'clook,  P.  M* 

The  commissioners  of  claims,  with  the  approbation  of  the  auditor-general, 
report. 

That  there  is  due,  to  John  Brown,  for  his  services  as  clerk  of-the  com- 
mittee of  commerce,  from  July  ^Ist,  1777,  to  June  21st,  1778,  S25  dollars  : 

To  Jacob  Funk,  for  two  boxes  with  locks,  and  a  large  chest  for  the  secre- 
tarv's  office,  32  dollars: 

Fo  John  Thaxter,  for  his  services  as  clerk  in  the  secretary's  office,  from 
tbe  6th  of  May,  to  the  15thof  June,  inclusive,  100  dollars,  ana  for  contingient 
expenses  for  tne  use  of  the  office,  4  78-90  dollars : 

To  Martin  Brenicise,  for  attending  Congress,  from  the  1st  to  the  27th  of 
June,  inclusive,  36  dollars,  and  for  ringing  the  bell,  the  same  time,  9  12-90 
dollars  : 

To  John  Fisher,  for  renewing;  two  copperplates  for  loan-office  certificates, 
and  making  two  letters  in  the  device  oftne  30  dollar  bills,  20  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee#n  the  treasury  brouent  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  tssue^on  the  treasurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  James 
Smith,  a  delegate  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  1000  dollars,  advanced 
upon  his  application  ;  for  which  the  saicl  state  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  for  100,000  dollars,  on  Joseph  Clark,  commissioner  of  the  con- 
tinental loan-office  in  the  said  state ;  one  other  warrant  for  50,000  dollars, 
on  the  treasurer  of  the  said  state ;  and  one  other  warrant,  for  100,000  dollars^ 
on  the  treasurer  of  Connecticut ;  the  last  mentioned  sums  beins  part  of  a  con- 
tinental taxassesised  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  oftne  22d  of  No- 
Tember  last,  on  the  said  states  respectively ;  the  whole  amounting  to  250,000 
dollars ;  for  which  the  said  state  of  Rhode-Island  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for 
1 ,000,OdO  of  dollars,  on  the  treasurer,  who  is  to  transmit  the  same  to  J.  Gib- 
son, at  Philadelphia,  to  answer  the  drafts  of  Congress ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-mas- 
ter to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  300,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  Benjamin  Stelle,  deputy  pay-master  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island 
and  Providence  Plantations ;  and  that  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.  deputy  pay- 
master general  in  the  eastern  department,  who  is  to  be  accountable,  be  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  this  order : 

That  a  warrant  isue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens, 
president  of  Congress,  for  3000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  expresses  ; 
ne  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  R.  Sherman,  a  dele- 

fate  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  1000  dollars,  it  being  advanced  upon 
is  application  ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable, 
Vol.  H.  77 
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The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  pruceedingsof^eWisifi 
gembi  J  of  the  state  of  Georg;ia,  relative  to  an  appticatioa  for  one  kmsi 
dollars  on  loan,  report. 

That  the  contineDtal  demands  upon  the  treasury  are  io  great ud^' 
that  so  lai^  a  loan  as  is  requested  bj  the  state  of  Geoipa,  caoMk^ 
ed ;  but  as  of  the  loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,  granted  to  Gewpis^ 
last,  the  sum  of  198,400  dollars  remains  unissued  by  the  trea9r;,Viff^ 
commended  that  the  sum  of  19iJ,400  dollars  be  forthwith  issada6» 
inittedto  Georgia,  to  complete  the  loan  of  one  million  alreadjp^- 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered^  That  the  Tetter  of  the  25th,  from  the  board  cf  wir,lieRfe 
to  a  committee  of  three :  the  mombers  chose^j  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Mr.On* 
Mr.  G.  Morris. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jane  27,  1778. 

A  memorial  from  col.  M.  Swoope,  was  read :  « 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  arrantemeit 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  letter  of  uie  25tk,^3 
board  of  war,  relative  to  Cornelius  Sweers,  brought  in  a  report;  Vk^ 

Ordered,  That  Cornelias  Sweers  be  sent  to  Philadelphia  un^P.' 
that  the  commanding  officer  in  Philadelphia  be  directed  to  order  ie#' 
nelius  Sweers  to  be  there  kept  under  guard  until  he  shall  be  diljis^ 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Mr.HwB*^ 
in  a  report :  the  Question  put  to  agree  to  the  said  report,  passed  iBi|f 

The  engrossed  copy  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  with  ttrf'j' 
agreed  to,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  the  same,  upon  tujum^ 
found  incorrect,  ^  . 

Ordered,  That  another  copj  be  made  and  laid  before  Congrt«««'"^ 
the  4th  of  July  next,  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  resjuectite  ^"^^ 
with  the  secretary,  their  powers  for  rati^ing  the  same. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  WheitJ*  ^ 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favoorof  Bef)^ 
for  500  dollars,  advanced  him  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  acooan^Ue^^ 

Adjourned  tp  Thursday  next,  to  meet  at  the  state-bouse  inN*f 

POWERS  QF  THU  STAT«1S  TO  THfiKi  DELKGfeATBS,  TO  RATlfT  TMI^ 

OF  CONFEDERATION. 

«  STATE  OF  KEW-HAlfPSHIBE : 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mareh  4,  177B. 

Thij  house  took  into  consideration  the  thirteen  articles  of  '•'r  ^ 
and  perpetual  union  between  the  thirteen  United  States  of  ^^^ 
acreed  to  bj  the  honourable  Congress  of  the  said  states,  and  t0 
following  resolution  thereon,  yiz.  ^    ^- 

Resolved,  That  we  do  agree  to  said  articles  of  confedentiiltfC 
union,  &c.  and  do,  for  ourselves  and  constituents,  engage  tiiitd>^^ 
be  inviolably  observed  by  this  state  :  and  the  delegates  ofttoff^ 
time  being,  at  the  Congress  aforesaid,  are  hereby  empowered  iBd**^ 
to  ratify  Uie  saipe  in  l^half  of  this  state. 

Sfsnt  up  for  concurrence,  ^ 

JOHN  DUDLEY,  ^ffiM^^ 
Ii^  Council,  i^e  s^e  day,  read  and  concurred. 

E.  THOM 
Copy.    Attest,  MESHKCK 
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«  MASSACHUSEITS-BAY: 

Council  Chamber,  Boston,  March  10,  1778. 

Gentlemex  :  The  general  court  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  having 
attentively  considered  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  unidU 
between  the  United  States  of  America,  recommended  to  our  attention  by 
the  honorable  Congress,  do  approve  ef  thetn,  in  general,  as  well  calculated 
Am  secure  Uie  freedom,  sovereignty,  and  independence  of  the  United  States. 
Terhaps  no  plan  could  have  been  proposed  better  adapted  to  the  circum- 
stances  of  all.  We*  therefore^  the  council  and  house  of  representatives  of 
this  state,  in  general  court  assembled,  do,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  good 
people  of  this  state,  instruct  you,  their  delegates,  to  subscribe  said  arti- 
cles of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  as  they  were  recommended  by  Con- 
gress, unless  the  following  alterations,  or  such  as  may  be  proposed  by  thcJ  othet 
states,  can  be  received  and  adopted  without  endangering  the  unionproposed* 

In  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  general  assembly, 

JERRMIAH  POWELL,  President  J' 

To  ihedekgaUaofthe  tiaie  of  Masaachusetts-Bay,  in  Congreu, 

•«  RHODE-ISLAND  AND  PROVIDENCE  PLANTATIONS : 

Bj*liis  excellency  NicboiRs  Cooke,  esq.  go\'efiior,  captain-general,  and  commander  in  chief,  of 
and  over  the  state  of  Hhode*Isiand  and  Providetace  Plaotatious. 

Be  it  known,  that  Henry  Ward,  esq.  who  hath  under  his  hand  certified 
that  the  annexed  copy,  purporting  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state 
aforesaid,  empowering  the  delegates  of  the  said  state  in  Congress  to  accede 
to  and  stsn  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the 
thirteen  United  States,  is  a  true  copy*  is  secretary  of  the  .said  state,  duly 
elected  and  engaged  acconling  to  law.  Wherefore,  unto  his  certificate,  of 
that  matter,  iuU  faith  and  absolute  credit  is,  and  ought  to  *be  universally 
rendered. 
(L.  S.)  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  said  state,  at  Providence,  this 

18th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  seventy -eight. 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 
By  hU  excellency's  command,  HENRY  WARD,  Secretary. 

At  the  general  assembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  state  of  Rhode- 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  begun  and  holden  by  adjournment  at 
East-Greenwich,  witliin  and  for  the  state  aforesaid,  on  the  2a  Monday  in 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight :  This  assembly  having  taken  into  consideration  the  articles  of  conre- 
denition  and  perpetual  union  between  the  states  of  New -Hampshire,  j^ffas- 
.sachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut* 
*  New- York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Marvland,  Virginia^ 
North-Carolina,  South -Carolina,  and  Georgia,  transmitted  by  Congress  to 
this  state,  and  having  had  th^m  repeatedly  read,  and  having  maturely  wetghed 
and  most  seriously  deliberated  upon  them  as  their  importance  to  this  and  the 
other  states,  and  to  posterity,  deserves ;  and  considering  also  the  pressing 
necessity  of  completing  the  union  as  a  measure  essential  to  the  preservation 
of  the  independence  and  safety  of  the  said  states,  do  vote  and  resolve,  and  it 
is  voted  and  resolved,  that  the  hon.  Steplien  Hopkins,  esq.  William  Ellery* 
esq.  and  Henry  Marchant,  esq.  the  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in  Con- 
gress, or  any  one  of  them  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  fully  authorized  and 
empowered,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  state,  to  accede  to  and  sign  the 
said  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  in  such  solemn  form  and 
manner  as  Congress  shall  think  best  adapted  to  a  transaction  so  important 
to  the  present  and  future  generations;^  provided,  that  th^  same  be  acceded 
to  by  eight  of  the  other  states :  and  ii^  case  any  alterations  in,  or  additions 
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to,  the  Sftid  articleii  of  cunfederation  and  perpetoal  qbnd,  ^I  W  mki 
Dineof  the  laid  states  in  Cong;reMa8Bemb1ed,  that  tbcuiddr^ttitii 
one  of  them  be,  and  the^  ire  herebj  anthorized  and  cnpowoMii 
manner,  loacc«deto  and  alga  the Biid  articlesDfcoDfedtntinMJp^ 
uuion,  with  the  alterations  and  additiooa  that  aha!  I  be  m  madt.  itits 
voted  and  rcMtlved,  that  thia  asaemblr  will  and  do  benit]',  iaW^* 
•aid  state  of  Rhode -Island  and  Providence  PiantatioBi,  intheWita 
nanner,  pledge  the  raithoTtlieaudatBte  to  hold  and  cotuidn  tcu<f> 
'  said  deicvatea  or  any  one  of  them,  in  aoaccediDgto  and  s^iif^* 
articles  of  CDufede ration  and  perpetual  unbn,  as  valid  and  liiBii;tp^ 
aaiit  state  in  all  future  time.  And  it  is  farther  Toted  and  hmM^' 
fair  copf  of  this  act  be  made  and  aathenticated  nnderdtepabficitl^K 
atate,  with  the  signatareof  his  excelleDCT  the  goremor,  aadhntf^ 
to  the  delegates ;  and  that  the  same  ahalf  be  sufficient  warraitti'^c' 
to  the  said  dalegates  or  any  one  of  them  for  the  parposet  i&nni 
A  true  copy  duly  examined, 
M'itneis,  HENRY  WARD,  te«r' 

"CONNECTICUT; 
Af  ■  Genenl  AiKnUj  of  tbe  pmeRior  ind  oompsn}'  of  the  Oate  of  CobbkuA  Mi^ 
tori,  bj  (iliniiciuiHnl,  do  the  I^  dij  of  Fcbrnai?,  1^. 

The  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  proimcdt*^ 
to  be  entered  into  by  the  thirteen  United  States  of  Ameriu,  to;^' 
fore  tltis  assembly  by  his  excellency  die  governor,  were  ntiBi^. 
considered  ;  Whereupon, 

JUtolvtd,  That  the  delegates  of  this  state,  who  shall  be  yv*'* 

Seas,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  folly  anthnrized  and  empoweiti«*'' 
is  state,  to  a^ee  to  and  ratify  the  said  articles  of  contedenfa*'' 
amendments,  if  any  be,  as  by  them,  in  conjunctioa  with  the  ddf'* 
otker  states  in  Congress,  shall  be  thought  proper. 
Atniecopy  ofrecord, ' 
Examined  by  GEORGE  WTLLTS,A« 

-NEW-YOEK: 
ThispeapletiflheMateorNev-rtirfc.aiiearaw  UnHsd  Statnif  AiDaia,^t>P*2 
ftiw  *n<l  rndqwiidcDt,  to  their  toethreo  of  Uie  other  of  Uw  Bill  UuteiJ  Hm-*'^^ 
«erableil,  ud  to  ill  othen  nbo  »h«ll  HC  Ukk  oar  Imm  patent,  temt  ftavf'        , 

Know  ye,  That  among  the  acti  of  our  senate  and  ssmibI^^^ 
state,  we  have  inspected  a  certain  act  of  the  said  senate  aod  i*** 
tenor  whereof  is  as  follows,  to  wit ;  "  An  act  of  acceasion  0  b'^ 
tion  of  certain  proposed  articles  of  confederation  and  perpcli^^ 
tween  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  authorize  the  d(lif4 
state  of  New- York  to  ratify  the  same  on  the  part  and  behilfifl^ 
the  Congress  of  the  said  United  States.    Whereas,  the  fnedn^ 
ty,  and  independence  of  the  said  states,  which,  with  a  ma|pu>^| 
tude,  constancy,  and  loveof  liberty,  hitherto  unparalleled, (k;'''! 
ed  and  maintained  against  their  cruel  and  unrelenting  eaewAlIf^ 
parliament  of  the  realm  of  G 
security,  in  a  great  measnn 
intimate  and  equal  confedei 
the  hon.  the  Congress  of  th 
tonsideration  of  the  legislati 
they  shall  approve  of  the  san 

_  And  whereas  the  senate  i 
gislature  convened,  have  se 
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federation  into  their  respective  most  deliberate  and  mature  consideration, 
and  bj  their  several  ana  respective  resolutions,  deliberately  made  and  en- 
tered into  for  the  purpose,  have  fully  and  entirely  approved  of  the  same.    In 
order,  therefore,  that  such  approval  may  be  published  and  made  known  to  the 
whole  world,  with  all  the  solemnities  of  law,  and  that  alt  the  subjects  of  this 
state,  and  others  inhabiting  and  residing  therein,  from  time  to  time,  and  at 
all  times  thereafter,  as  long  as  the  said  confederation  shall  subsist  and  en- 
dure, may  be  bound  by  and  held  to  the  due  observance  of  the  said  articles  of 
confederation,  as  a  law  of  this  state,  if  the  same  shall  be  duly  ratified  by  all 
the  said  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  be  it  enacted  and  declared 
by  the  people  of  the  state  of  New -York,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly* 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  the  said  several 
above  recited  articles  of  confederation,  and,  >all  and  singular,  the  clauses, 
matters  and  things  in  the  same  contained,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  fully 
accepted,  received  and  approved  of,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this 
state.    And  to  the  end  that  the  same  may,  with  all  due  form  and  solemnity, 
be  ratified' and  confirmed  by  this  state  in  Congress,  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  delegates  of  this  state  in  the  said  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  two  of  the  said  delegates,  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are,  fully  anthorized,  empowered,  and  reouired,  wholly,  en-i 
tirely,  and  absolutely,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  ot  this  state,  and  in 
such  manner,  and  under  such  formalities,  as  shall  be  determined  in  Con- 
gress; to  ratify  and  confirm  all  and  every  of  the  said  above  recited  articles 
of  confederation,  and,  all  and  singular,  the  clauses,  matters  and  thinss  in  the 
same  contained ;  and  that  an  exemplification  of  this  act,  tested  by  his  excel- 
lency the  8;overnor,  or  the  lieutenant-governor,  or  president  of  the  senate  of 
the  state  ^r  the  time  being,  administering  the  government,  and  authenticat- 
ed with  the  great  seal  of  this  state,  shall  be  full  and  conclusive  evidence  of 
this  act.    Provided,  always,  that  nothing  in  this  act,  or  the  said  above  re;- 
cited  articles  of  confederation,  contained,  nor  any  act,  matter  or  thing  to  be 
done  and  transacted  by  the  delegates  of  this  state  in  Congress,  in  and  con- 
cerning the  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  bind,  or  oblige,  or  be  deemed, 
construed  or  esteemed  to  bind  or  oblige  the  government,  legislature,  people^ 
subjects,  inhabitants,  or  residents  of  this  state,  until  the  said  above  recited 
articles  shall  have  been  duly  ratified  and  confirmed  by  or  in  behalf  of  all  the 
said  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled  ;  any  thing  herein,  or  in  the  said 
above  recited  articles  of  confederation  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in 
any  wise  notwithstanding."  At  the  bottom  of  which  act  we  find  the  following 
certificates,  to  wit :  '*  In  sensCte,  Thursday,  January  29, 1 77^.  This  bill  having 
been  read  the  third  time,  resolved,  that  the  bill  do  pass.    By  order  of  the  se- 
nate, Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  president.    In  asbemoly,  Tuesday,  February  3, 
1778.  This  bill  having  been  read  three  times,  resolved,  that  the  bill  do  pass. 
By  order  of  the  assembly,  Walter  Livingston,  speaker."    And  on  the  back  of 
said  bill,  we  find  the  following  endorsement  in  writing,  to  wit :  «  In  the 
council  for  revising  all  bills  about  to  be  passed  into  laws  by  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  New- York,  on  Friday,  6th  day  of  February,  1778.    Resolved, 
tliat  it  does  not  appear  improper  to  this  council,  that  the  bill,  entitled  '<  An 
act  of  accession  to,  and  approbation  of,  certain  proposed  articles  of  confede- 
ration and  perpetual  union  between  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  au- 
thorize the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New-York  to  ratify  the  same  on  the  part 
and  behalf  of  this  state,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  should  become 
a  law  of  this  state^  George  Clinton."    In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  said 
people  of  the  state  of  New- York,  have  caused  the  said  act  of  our  said  senate 
and  assembly  to  be  exemplified  by  these  presents,  and  our  great  seal  of  our 
said  state  to  be  hereunto  appended.    Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved 
George  Clinton,  esq.  our  governor  of  onr  said  state,  general  and  commander 
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ID  chief  of  all  the  militia,  and  admiral  of  our  navy  of  the  same,  the  I6th  daj 
of  February,  in  the  second  year  of  our  independence  and  soyerei^ntj,  juidia 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -eight. 

GEORGE  CUNTON. 
By  his  excellency's  command,, 

RICHARD  HATFIELD,  Stcretaryr 

"PENNSYLVANIA: 


•t,  to  the  lion  Benjamin  FranlUin,  Dr.  of  Iaws,  Robert  Morris,  esq.  Dftniel  Rdbcrdean,  traa. 
aathan  B.  Smith,  em\.  James  Smitfk,  eso.  of  York-town,  WiUiun  Clingui,eaq.  Joseph  Beeo, 
I.  (lelentefl  for  the  said  oommonweaHli  b  the  Coneress  of  the  United  States  of  Anieriea, 


Tlie  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  coounonvealth  of  Pennsjlnana^  in  general 
met,  to  tf     '        "    •     -    "      •^•"     »^      «•!         «.   _ »«      ..  »^    .  •  «.  »^-_j 

Jooathan 

esq.  delegates  for  the  said  oommonweaHh  b  the  Congress 

send  gi^etiog :  , 

Know  ye,  that  we  the  said  repreeentatiYeahaTitig  taken  into  onr  moet  serioii^ 
and  weighty  consideration  and  deliberation,  the  articles  of  confederation 
between  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rbede-IalaiNl 
and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Peaa- 
sylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  Soath-Canrfina, 
and  Georgia,  lately  transmitted  to  us  by  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  pre- 
sident of  the  said  Congress,  do  by  this  present  instrument,  signed  by  'our 
speaker,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  accede 
to,  ratify,  confirm  and  agree  to  the  said  articles ;  which  said  articles  are  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

(Here  the  articles  are  redted  verbatim.) 

And  we  the  said  representatives  do  hereby  authorize,  empower,  require* 
and  enjoin  you,  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  Daniel  Rober- 
dean,  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  James  Smith,  William  Clingan,  and  Joseph  Eeed, 
or  any  two  of  you,  in  the  name  of  the  said  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  accede  to,  ratify,  confirm,  and  agree  to  the  said  articles  of  confedera^on. 
In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania 
to  be  hereunto  affixed,  in  general  assembly,  at  Lancaster,  the  5th  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight. 

(Seal  appended.)  JOHN  BAYARD,  Speakerr 

«  VIRGINIA. 

In  general  assembly^  December  15, 1778. 

Besolved*  nemine  contradicentet  That  a  speedy  ratification  of  the  artieies 
of  confederation  between  the  United  States  of  America,  will  conf«Niod  the 
devices  of  their  foreign,  and  frustrate  the  machinations  of  their  diwiestic 
enemies;  encourage  their  firm  friends,  and  fix  the  wavering;  ciiotribiite 
much  to  the  support  pf  their  public  credit  and  the  restoration  of  the  valve  of 
their  paper  money ;  produce  unanimity  in  their  ctrancils  at  home,  and  add 
weight  to  their  negotiations  abroad ;  and  completing  the  independence  of 
their  country,  establish  the  best  foundation  of  its  prosperity. 

Resolved,  nemine  eontradicente^  That  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual uoiori,  proposed  by  Congress  the  7th  of  November  last,  between  the 
states  of  New -Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Yiginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Ueorgta, 
and  referrred  for  approbation  to  the  consideration  of  the  several  l^slatares 
of  the  said  states,  be  approved  and  ratified  on  the  part  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  that  our  delegates  in  Congress  be  accordingly  authorised  and  instruct- 
ed to  ratify  the  same,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  that  tney  attend,  for  that  purpose,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  Mardi 
next. 

ARCHIBALD  CAkY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

G.  AVYTHE.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  DeUffotes.'' 
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:=3: 


«  norths:;  AROUNA : 

Suite  of  North^aroiina.    In  Senate,  85th  of  April,  1778.    To  his  excelleneir  Richard  Caswell , 
eaquire,  Captain-General,  Governor,  and  Commander  in  Ciiief,  kc.  &o. 

Sir  :  The  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly  have  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  confederacy  proposed  to  the  United  States  by  the  Continental  Con* 
gross,  and  have  unanimously  acceded  thereto,  and  request  your  excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  president  of  the  Continental  Congress  thereof 
by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

WHITMILL  HILL,  S.  S. 
JOHN  WILLIAMS,  S.  C. 
By  order.        J.  SITGREAVES.  C.  S." 

«  SOUTH-CAROLINA : 

In  the  General  Assembly^  the  4th  day  of  February,  1778. 

Resolved,  nemine  coniradieente.  That  the  deleeates  of  this  state  in  the 
Continental  Congress,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  audiori- 
zed,  on  the  part  of  this  state,  to  agree  to  and  ratify  articles  of  confederation 
between  the  United  States  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  sent  to  the  hon.  the  legislative 
council  for  their  concurrence,  and  to  his  excellency  the  president  for  his 
assent. 

By  order  of  the  house, 

THOMAS  BEE,  Speaker. 

In  the  Le^idaHve  CmncU,  the  5th  day  of  February,  1778. 
Read  the  foregoing  resolutimi  of  the  general  assembly. 
Hegeived,  That  this  bouse  do  concur  with  the  general  assembly  in  the  said 
retolutiott. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  sent  to  his  excellency  t|)e  president  for  his  assent. 

Assented  to,  February  5th,  1778.  J.  RUTLEDGE. 

By  order  of  the  house, 

HUGH  RUTLEDGE.  i^peflJter.'^ 

«  GEORGIA : 

House  of  Assembly,  Thursday,  February  26, 1778. 
The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  to  take  in* 
to  consideration  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  White- 
field,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  reported,  they  had  taken  the  said 
articles  into  consideration  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  severid 
amendments  thereto,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GEORGE  CUTHBERT.  CUrk. 

Report  of  the  amendments  to  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union : 

4th  article,  4th  page,  4th  line,  add  the  words  **  white  inhabitants :"  6th 
line,  between  the  words *' vagabonds  and''  add  "all  persons  who  refuse  to 
bear  arms  in  defence  of  the  state  to  which  they  belong,  and  all  persons  who 
have  been  or  shall  be  attainted  and  adjudged  guilty  of  high  treason  in  any  of 
the  United  States." 

9th  article,  20th  page,  20th  line,  between  the  words  <'  emitted  to"  add  ^  and 
the  expenditure  of  the  same :" 

11th  article,  25th  page,  between  the  words  '*  Canada  acceding"  add  "  and 
Ae  colonies  of  East  and  West  Florida." 

A  true  copy  from  the  original,  taken  the  24th  of  May,  and  examined  by 

GEORGE  CUTHBERT,  C.  H.  A. 
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JEToHM  of  Jgtemli/,  Thurtdcy,  Fcfaiur;  36,  ID. 

Badwd,  That  the  delpjates  from  tiiis  stite  be  ulkriuA  alufv 
to  l>^  bcfure  the  ^neral  CungresB  of  the  ITnited  SUtu,  AtHiUi^ 
ntinns  projMHted  and  agreed  upon  by  thU  hoase  thn  di;  ii  ik  nlE 
confederation,  and  that  ihev  do  use  their  exertioni  n  bait  kI  itni' 
agreed  to  and  canfirmed  in  Congress. 

Rtsolvtd,  T^at  in  case  all  or  none  of  sock  altorativm  dalh^i 
and  confirmed  in  Congress,  that  then  and  notwitiistandingtbt'kwi 
ed  and  required,  in  behalf  of  tliis  atate,  to  aign,  ratif^uaiwi'ff 
ral  articles  of  the  confe deration  recommended  to  the  respKOn  1^ 
nf  the  United  States  by  Congress,  or  anr  other  plan  uf  tpsgi^- 
tioo  ivhich  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  nine  of  the  United  Sttm. 

Extract  from  the  minutes,  GEURGE  CllBlVft 

PHILADELPHIA 

AccordtDg  to  adjounuDent,  the  president  and  a  nuaibcrv'IkB* 
met  at  (he  »Ute -bouse  on  Thttrtday  the  Sd  of  July,  anduljan''"' 
to  day,  to 

TUESDAY.  JWy  7,  1778. 

Ten  states  attending.  . 

Mr.  E.  Boudinot,  a  delegate  from  Nevr-Jersey.  attnuH  u'"^ 

A  letter,  of  the  2lBt,  one  of  the  esth,  and  one  of  tbtSS*^*' 
one  of  July  Iftt,  from  gen.  W&shington,  vere  read. 

A  letter,  of  June  19th,  from  gen.  Heath,  tns  read.endM!'''! 
ters  that  passed  between  him  and  msjor-genenU  Philips,  '^f'L 
death  uf  lieut.  Richard  Brown,  of  the  troops  of  the  coawnW*^ 
who  was  shot  by  a  centtoel "  for  not  atoppiog  when  repeii^''^ 
U  he  was  riding  out  of  the  lines  with  two  women ;"  ^^'""T.^i 

Btsolvtd,  That  Congress  approve  of  major-general  Bw^ 
specting  major-grneral  Philipa,  consequent  upon  the  deat^^^ 
Brown,  of  the  troops  of  the  coDveDtion.  ^ 

Ofdrred,  That  an  extract  of  major-general  Heath's  lett«.«* 
that  passedbetween  him  and major-genenl  Philips,  togetba'*''^ 
held  on  the  body  of  lleut.  It.  Drown,  be  pqbliabed. 

Ordered.  That  so  much  of  gen.  Heath's  letter  as  relitts  It  ■ 
the  account  of  pruvisions  issued  to  the  troops  of  theconMW*' 
-    from  November  6th,  1777,  to  March  7th,  1778,  and  ik* « 
thereof,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 


S; 


■  ly,  aixii  \n   u  >i^;iu[  j   uuiiiiiim  over  uie   onun  luv/  ^   *gt 

tl.  Clinton,  in  a  buttle  near  Monmouth  coort-bem*" 
June;  Wheieupon, 

Resolved,  unanimou 
Washington  for  the  ac 
Forge,  in  pursuit  of  th 
the  line  of  battle ;  am 
and  gaining  the  import 
aodef  the  commanil  of 
to  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  md. 
Congress  to  the  galfaot 
ed  tlieniselves  by  the  c 

Ordered,  That  Mr. 
leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o' 
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WEDNESDAY,  July  8,  1778- 

A  letter,  of  Jane  SOth,  from  major-general  Putnam,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war« 

A  letter,  of  April  4th,  and  one  of  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  from  major<> 

g moral  R.  Howe,  at  Savannah,  and  one  of  April  4th,  from  gov.  Houston,  of 
eorgia,  were  read : 

Ordered,  Thatthej  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  June  2£fth,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  enclosing  a  letter  to  him  from 
Duncan  Stewart,  of  London ;  also  one  of  May  27th,  from  Mr.  President 
Weare,  of  New-Hampshire,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  June  £5th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  was  read,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  Ephraim  Marsh's  affidavit : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  mem« 
bers  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Boudinot. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gov.  Livingston,  was  read,  representing  the  dis*- 
tressed  condition  of  the  New -Jersey  brigade  for  want  of  clothing  :• 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  said  board 
be  directed  to  take  speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  supplying  the  New** 
Jersey  brigade  with  necessary  clothing. 

A  letter,  of  June  16th,  from  Mr.  John  Carter,  continental  agent  in  Vir- 
ginia, was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter,  of  the  2Sd,  and  one  of  the  £8th  of  June,  and  one  of  July  2d,  from 
gen.  Gates,  were  read,  enclosing  a  number  of  papers  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  boaro  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  transmitted  to  (3oogres8  a  letter,  of  June  27th,  from 
major-general  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Deane, 
Indian  interpreter,  and  a  letter  of  July  3d,  from  col.  Butler,  of  Westmore- 
land, which  were  read  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  send  for  and  confer  with 
the  Seneca  chiefs  who  have  lately  quitted  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  en- 
quire in  what  character  and  with  what  views  they  have  come  among  us, 
whether  as  representatives  or  ambassadors  of  the  Seneca  nation ;  and  whe- 
ther the  Seneca  nation,  as  such,  have  committed  hostilities  against  us,  and 
report  specially  and  immediately  to  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  June  30th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  May  I8th,  from  B.  Franklin  and  John  Adams,  esqrs.  com- 
missioners of  the  United  States  at  Paris : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  B«  Franklin  and  John  Adams,  esqrs.  be 
published.  • 

Ordered,  That  the  clothier-general,  or  in  his  absence,  his  deputy  in  Phila- 
Jelphia,  be  directed  immediately  to  make  out  and  lay  before  Congress  an  ex- 
act and  particular  invoice  of  all  and  every  kind  of  ftoods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise which  have  been  purchased  or  taken  up  by  &e  clothier-general  or  any 
of  his  deputies  within  tnis  city,  together  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons 
of  whom  they  have  been  purchased,  and  from  whom  taken,  and  the  prices  at 
which  they  were  purchased. 

Jiesolved,  That  the  governors  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  be  severally  re- 
:|aested  to  take  proper  measures  for  giving  the  earliest  intelligence  to  any 
Krench  fleet  or  ships  of  war  that  may  appear  off  the  fiav  of  Chesapeake,  of  a 
leet  of  British  ships  of  war  being  ready  to  sail  for  North- America,  as  by  the 
nformation  transmitted  from  the  American  commissioners  at  Paris ;  and 
hat  they  be  respectiyely  desired  to  accommodate  any  such  French  fleet  or 
ihips  of  war  with  good  pilots  for  bringing  them  safely  into  the  Bay,  should 
hey  incline  to  come  there : 

Vol.  n.  78 


618  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1776. 

That  a  similar  request  and  proper  advice  be  transmitted,  to  each  of  tbe 
governors  of  North-Carolina,  Soutii-Carolina,  and  Georgia. 

An  application  being  made  for  an  advance  of  200»000  dollars  to  the  state 
of  New-Jersgr, 

Ordered,  lliat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'tlock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jtdy  9,  1778. 

Mr.  Andrew  Adams,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  Brunswick^  ^ai  read : 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  armj,  repair*  with- 
out delay,  to  gen.  Washington's  nead-quarters,  and  proceed  on  the  buaiiiesa 
committed  to  them. 

A  letter  from  major  Romand  de  Lisle,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  officers  belonging  to  different  regiments  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

A  memorial  from  the  lieutenants  and  masters  in  the  navy  and  captains  of 
marines,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  memorial  from  tlie  chevalier  Faillie,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hancock,  and  Mr.  Ellery  have  leave  of  absence. 
^  Resolved,  That  in  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  to  be 
signed  by  the  delegates,  the  following  words  be^ omitted,  to  wit:  ** which 
articles  were  by  Congress  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  all  the  United 
States,  to  be  considered,  and,  if  approved  of  by  them,  they  are  advised  to 
authorize  their  delegates  to  ratify  tne  same  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States." 

The  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  engrossed  on  a  roll  of 
parchment,  being  laid  before  Consress,  was  examined,  and  the  blanks  in  the 
third  line  from  the  bottom  being  filled  up  at  the  table  with  the  words  **  ninth,'* 
and  *<July,"  and  the  blr.nk  in  tne  last  line  with  the  word  '<  third,"  the  same 
was  signed,  on  the  part  and  in  behalf  of  their  respective  states,  by  the  dele- 

fites  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Provideoce 
lantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  South* 
Carolina,  agreeably  to  the  powers  vested  in  them. 

The  delegates  of  the  states  of  New -Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  in- 
formed Congress  that  they  have  not  yet  received  powers  to  ratify  and  sign. 

North -Carolina,  whose  legislature  has  ratified  the  articles  of  confederation, 
and  the  state  of  Georgia,  were  not  at  this  time  represented  in  Congn^ 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap|>ointed  to  prepare  a  circmlar 
letter  to  the  states  in  this  union,  that  have  not  hitherto  antnonaLed  their  dele- 
gates in  Coneress  to  ratify  the  confederation,  informing  such  states  how 
many,  and  what  states  have  already  ratified  the  same,  and  desiring  that  soch 
states  will,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  authorize  their  delegates  to  ratify 
the  confederation  in  the  Congress  oi  the  United  States:  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Dana,  and  Mr.  6.  Morris. 

Several  members  of  Congress  having  intimated  that  they  have  received 
letters  from  some  of  the  Bntish  commissioners ; 

Ordered,  That  all  letters  rec^ved  by  members  of  Congress  from  any  of 
the  British  commissioners  or  their  agents,  or  from  any  subject  o  the  ^'  ^ 
Great-Britain,  of  a  public  nature,  bo  laid  before  Congress. 
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Mr.  R.  Morris  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  directed  to  him,  dated  Phila- 
delphia, June  16)  ir78,  and  signed  George  Johnstone,  which  was  read. 

Urderedt  That  the  committee  of  commerce  consult  with  the  board  of  war, 
and  jointly  agree  with  the  governor  of  Vir^ia  for  such  part  of  the  Rode- 
rique's  car^,  purchased  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  as  they  shall  think  want- 
ing  for  continental  use. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Arnold,  was  read. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  an  invoice  of  sundry  merchandise, 
consigned  to  Mr.  Holker,  and  lately  arrived  at  York-town,  brought  in  a 
report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  and  authorized  to 
contract  with  Mr.  Holker  for  all  the  hats,  blankets  and  shoes,  specified  in 
tlie  said  invoice,  on  such  terms  as  they  shall  deem  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Boudinot  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  petition 
from  the  prisoners  in  New-York. 

The  president  laid  before  Congress  a  bill  drawn  on  him  by  John  Baynton, 
deputy  pay-master  general,  in  favour  of  col.  John  Piper,  for  £  2074  14  4, 
Pennsylvania  currency,  beins  the  amount  of  pay  due  to  die  militia  of  Bed- 
ford county,  in  the  condnentiQ  service : 

Ordtred^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  July  10,  1778. 

Two  letters,  of  the  6th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  thel>oard  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  June  25th,  from  major-^neral  Heath,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  him  to  maior-ffeneral  Philips;  also  a  letter,  of  the  1st  instant, 
from  major-general  SchujTer ;  were  read. 

The  delegates  from  Pennsylvania  Idd  before  Congress  the  following 
letters,  which  were  read,  viz.  one,  of  the  2d,  from  Samuel  Hunter  to  John 
Hambright,  esq,  one,  of  the  8th,  from  Robert  Levers  to  Oeorge  Bryan,  esq. 
vice-president  of  Pennsylvania;  and  one,  of  the  7th,  from  Jacob  Stroud  to 
Robert  L.  Hooper,  esq. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  Ui  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  August  Wille,  was  read : 
.  Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  comtnittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  in 
&vor  of  col.  John  Piper,  for  5532  52-90  dollars,  to  answer  a  draught  in  his 
favor  from  John  Baynton,  deputy  pay-master  of  the  western  district,  dated 
Fort-Pitt,  April  27,  1778,  for  £  2074  14  4,  Pennsylvania  currency ;  the  said 
John  Baynton  to  be  accountable : 

That,  upon  application  of  major-general.  R.  Howe,  by  bis  letter,  dated 
Savannah,  April  26,  1778,  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  for  2029 
dollars,  in/avor  of  col.  Marbary,  to  reimburse  part  of  a  sum  which  he  advanced 
for  the  payment  and  subsistence  of  the  troops  unde/  the  command*  of  miyor- 
general  Howe,  who  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq,  for  100,000dol]ars,and  another 
warrant  on  Joseph  Borden,  esq^  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-oflBce 
ia  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  100,000  dollars,  iu  favor  of  tlie  delegates  of 
that  state,  it  being  agreeably  to  an  application  of  the  general  assembly  ttiereof, 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  arrears  due  to  their  militia ;  the  said  state 
to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  states  in  tiiis 
union,  who  have  not  hitherto  authorized  their  delegates  to  ratify  the  confede- 
ration, brought  in  a  drafts  which  being  read  and  amended,  was  agreed  to  al 
follows : 
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Sir  :  Congress,  intent  npon  the  present  and  future  securitj  of  these  United 
States,  has  never  ceased  to  consiaera  confederacy  as  the  great  principle  of 
union,  which  can  alone  establish  the  liberty  of  America  ana  exclude  for  erer 
tho  hopes  of  its  enemies.  Influenced  by  considerations  so  pow^fel,  and 
duly  weighing  the  difficulties,  which  oppose  the  expectation  of  any  p/an 
being  formed,  that  can  emctly  meet  the  wishes  and  obtain  the  apprsbatioti 
of  so  many  states,  diftering  essentially  in  Tarious  points ;  Congreai  have, 
after  mature  deliberation,  agreed  to  adopt,  without  amendments,  the  confe- 
deration transmitted  to  the  sevefal  states  for  their  approbation.  The  states 
of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Islana  and  ProTideDce  Ptan- 
tations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  PennsylTania,  Yiiginia,  North-CaroliBa, 
and  South-Carolinat  have  ratified  the  same,  and  it  remains  <Mily  for  yoor 
state  with  those  of  to  conclude  the  glorious  compact,  which*  by  VBitinx 

the  wealth,  strength,  and  councils,  of  the  whole,  may  bid  defiance  to  external 
violence  and  internal  dissentions,  whilst  it  secures  the  public  credit  iwth  at 
home  and  abroad.  Congress  is  willine  to  hope  that  the  patriotism  and  good 
sense  of  your  state  will  be  influenced  by  motives  so  important,  and  they 
request,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  letter  before  the  legislatiire 
of  in  order  that,  if  they  judge  it  proper,  their  delates  may  be  in- 

structed to  ratify  the  confederation  with  all  convenient  despatch ;  trusting  to 
future  deliberations  to  make  such  alterations  and  amendments  as  experimce 
may  shew  to  l^  expedient  and  just.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Adjoomed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  July  11,  1778. 

The  president  informed  Con|ress  that  a  private  letter,  which  be  has  receiv- 
ed from  president  Lowndes,  of  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  contains  infor- 
mation or  a  public  nature ;  a  motion  was  made, 

That  the  president  be  requested  to  communicate  to  Congress  so  mack  of 
tiie  letter  as  relates  to  the  public : 

A  previous  question  was  moved  and  put,  that  that  questioii  be  aot  now 
pot  $  passed  in  the  nmitive. 

The  main  question  being  put,  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon,  an  extract  or  a  letter  of  June  irth,  trom  president  Lowncs, 
of  South-Carolina,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  respecting  the  clo- 
thier's department  in  that  state,  and  some  practices  Irelative  to  roan-office 
certificates. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  extract  as  relates  to  the  clothier's  dqiart- 
ment  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  with  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  clothier-general's  department : 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  loan-office  certificates,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  From  Robert  Martin,  lieutenant  in  the  continental  na- 
vy, at  Snow-Hill,  was  read,  that  being  there  on  furlough  till  called  to  duty, 
and  hearing  of  a  French  fleet  on  the  coast,  he  has  presumed  to  go  on  board 
the  said  fleet  without  orders,  apprehending  that  he  may  be  serviceable 
diere. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  William  Cross,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Ebenezer  Hazard,  was  read,  upon  which  a  mo- 
tion was  made. 

Ordered^  That  th6  letter  and  motion  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tiirre : 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for 
IdOOdollarspin  favor  of  John  Hancock,  esq.  it  being  mr  the  snm  of  1300 
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dollars  advanced  baron  Steuben,  at  Boston,  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  his 
joumej  to  confer  with  Congress  at  York -town  ;  and  for  200  dollars,  the  price 
of  a  horse  delivered  to  the  said  baron,  who  is  to  be  accountable  for  tlie  sum 
of  1500  dollars: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for  3000  dol- 
lars, in  favor  of  H.  Laurens,  esq.  president  of  Congress,  to  paj  expense  of 
expresses. 

Mesolvedi  That  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of  Maj  last,  rela- 
tive to  bills  of  exchange,  be  so  far  re-considered,  that  the  word  '*  North/* 
preceding  the  word  <*  America,"  be  omitted  in  the  form  of  the  bills ;  and 
that,  in  lieu  of  the  words  "  To  ,  of  the  United  States  of  North- Ame- 
rica," be  inserted  ^  To  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  of  America  at  Paris*" 

A  letter,  of  the  IOfh»  from  Silas  Deane,  esq.  dated  "  Del  aware -Baj,"  was 
read,  informing.  Congress  of  his  arrival  on  board  the  Languedoc,  command- 
ed by  his  excellencj  count  d'Estainf;,  who  has  under  his  command  a  fleet  of 
12  sail  of  the  line  of  battle  ships,  and  four  frigates,  which  sailed  from  Toulon 
the  10th  of  April: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,,  and  that  thej  be  di- 
rected to  take  the  speediest  measures  for  famishing  count  d'Estaing  with  a 
sufficient  number  of  skilful  pilots  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Boudinot. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  count  d'Estaing,  commander  of  the  French  fleet, 
vi^as  read ;  Whereupon, 

Besohed,  That  gen.  Washington  be  informed,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Con- 
gress that  he  co-operate  with  his  excellency  count  d'Estaing,  commander  of 
a  French  S(|uadron  now  on  the  coast  of  North-America,  and  proceeding  to 
New- York,  in  the  execution  of  such  offensive  operations  against  the  enemy 
as  they  shall  mutually  approve. 

His  most  Christian  majesty  the  king  of  Prance,  having  thought  proper  to 
send  on  the  coasts  a  powerful  fleet,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  the  forces  of 
these  states,  in  the  recluction  of  the  British  army  ana  navy  : 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  empowered  to  call  on  the  states  of 
New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island,  New- 
York,  New-Jersey,  or  such  of  them  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  for  such  aids  of 
their  militia  as  he  shall  think  requisite  for  carrying  on  his  operations  in  con- 
cert with  count  d'Estaing,  commander  of  the  French  fleet ;  and  that  it  be 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  states  above  mentioned,  to  exert  themselves 
in  forwarding  the  force  which  may  be  required  from  them  with  the  utmost 
despatch. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  supply  Mons.  de  Chain,  who  is  on  his 
way  from  count  d'Estaing  to  gen.  Washington,  with  any  sum  he  may  stand 
in  need  of,  not  exceeding  20,000  French  livres,  to  be  charged  to  account  of  hia 
excellency  Mons.  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  his  most  Christian 
majesty  the  king  of  France. 

^  Ordered,  That  the  quarter-master  supply  Mons.  Chain  Mrith  horses  or  car- 
riages to  convey  him  to  gen.  Washington's  head-quarters. 

Besolved,  Tliat  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  order  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  navy  to  the  eastward,  to  fit  out  as  many  continental  frigates 
and  armed  vessels  as  possible,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  to  join  the  French 
squadron  in  their  operations  aeainst  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  measures  for  providing  a  suitable 
house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary, 
tvho  is  arrived  in  the  Languedoc ;  and  that  they  rive  the  nebessary  orders 
for  receiving  him  with  proper  honors  on  his  arrival  in  this  city. 

Beaolwed,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  wait  on  Mons.  Gcrard> 
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on  his  arrivaly  and  conduct  him  to  his  lodgings  :^  the  members  chosen,  Mr. 
Hancock,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  £)berdeau,  and  Mr*  Duer. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  July  IS,  1778. 

Mr.  Telfair,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  attended  and  produced  the  credeo- 
tials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state,  which  were  read,  as  follows : 

**  UousB  OP  Assembly,  Thunday,  Febnuary  96^  1778. 

*<  The  house  proceeded  to  ballot  for  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in 
Congress  for  tlie  ensuing  year,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  cho6eB«to 
wit:  Jjjman  Hall, George  Walton, Jo9.eph  Clay,  /ohn  Walton,  fidward Tel- 
fair, Joseph  Wood,  and  Kdward  Langworthy,  esqrs. 

Extract  from  the  minutes,  ' 

GEORGE  CUTHBBRT,  Clerk.^ 

Mr.  Harvie,  a  delegate  from  Viif^inia,  and  Mr.  Foriies,  a  delegate  frooi 
Maryland,  attended,  and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  Idth,  from  the  council  of  Pennsjlvania,  was  read: 

(hderedt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read ;'  WbercnpHi, 

Ordered,  That  ihe  president  write  by  express  to  gov.  Henry^  and  request 
him  to  spare,  for  the  us^e  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  ail  the  vinegar 
composing  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Roderique,  which  was  purcham 
by  the  state  df  Virginia. 

The  committee  tor  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  31  st 
of  March  last,  from  Dr.  Edward  Bancroft,  which  was  read,  and  returned  to 
the  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  E.  Blaine,  deputy  commissary-general  of  pur- 
chases, was  read ;  W  hereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on .  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general, 
in  favor  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  on  his  application,  for  300,000  dollars,  for  the 
use  of  his  department ;  col.  Wadsworth  to  be  accountable,  and  that  col. 
Wadsworth  be  informed  of  this  application  and  order. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Timothy  Matlack,  was  read,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  8amuel  Hunter,  county -lieu  tenant,  to  colonels  Henry  Shoe- 
maker, Michael  Lindawood,  and  others,  commanders  of  militia  in  fieris 
county : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Samuel  Hunter  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
war,  and  the  letters  from  T.  Matlack  to  a  committee  of  four;  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Banister,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Dana. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary -general  be  directed  to  furnish  the  Trench 
squadron,  under  Mons.  the  count  d'Estaiug,  vice-admiral  6i  France,  with 
such  provisions,  from  time  to  time,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  marine-com- 
mittee, and  to  make  return  of  his  proceedings  and  expenditures  on  this  oc- 
casion to  that  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  render  an  account  to  Con- 
gress of  the  quantities  of  tobacco  which  tliey  have  purchased,  how  the^  bavtd 
been  disposed  of,  and  what  quantities  still  remain  in  the  states  of  Vugtnia 
and  Maryland. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  James  Jay,  at  Boston,  was  r4ad. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  from  the  officers,  prisoners  of  war 
on  Long  Island,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  wa^  read ;  and  after 
lieing  debated,  the  determination  thereof  was  postponed  at  the  request  ofastate. 

An  application  being  made  by  John  Nicholson,  late  captain  of  the  Hornet, 
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ai&d  also  an  application  being  received  from  Henrj  Johnson,  late  captain  of 
the  brig  Lexington,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  which  vessels  they 
have  respectively  lost,  desiring  to  know  which  way  they  are  to  proceed,  in 
order  to  nave  their  conduct  enquii-ed  into : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  applications  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee, 
and  that  they  take  qrder  thereon. 

A  motion  being  made,  respecting  Carpenter  Wharton, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosea,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  July  14,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  tSth,  form  John  Harris,  at  Paxton,  directed  to  the  secre- 
tary of  Congress,  on  public  service,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Mesolvedt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  of 
^nrar  be  directed,  in  conjunction  with  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  take  the  most  speedy  and  practicable  measures  for  repelling  the 
present  irruption  of  the  Indians,  and  for  protecting  the  continental  magazine 
at  Carlisle. 

That  aiear  (Gerard  beins  arrived  in  town,  and  having  djelivered  to  the  pre- 
sident a  copy  of  a  letter  from  his  most  Christian  majesty,  signed  Louis,  and 
underneath  Gravier  de  Yefgennes,  the  same  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  his  excellency  the  sieur  Gerard  be  received  as  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  his  moat  Christian  majesty  to  the  Congress  of  die 
united  Slates  of  America. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  15.  1778. 

Mr.  J«  Reed,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  Idth,  from  sen.  Washingtpn,  at  his  camp,  at  Pyramus, 
and  one  of  the  12th,  from  col.  R.  Wescot,  at  the  Forks  of  Little  Egg-Har- 
bour; also  sundry  papers  from  his  excellency  the  sieur  Gerard,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  March  25th,  from  his  excellency  the  count  de  Vergennes  to 
Silas  Deane,  esq.  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  March  SSd,  from  the  hon.  William  Lee,  at  Paris,  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  White-Plains,  was 
read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  JoTin  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for 
5500  dollars,  in  favor  of  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Grerry,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Loveli 
and  Mr.  Holten,  delegates  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  advanced  on 
their  application ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general  for  80,000  dol- 
lars, in  favor  of  the  marine  committee,  to  enable  them  to  pay  a  bill  drawn 
on  them  by  the  navy  board  of  the  eastern  department,  dated  Mav  1 1th,  in 
favor  of  Nathaniel  ohaw,  esq.  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Jonn  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  in  favor  of  the 
committee  of  commerce,  for  417  85-90  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay  James 
and  Adam  Hunter,  of  Viipnia,  the  balance  of  their  account,  dated  the 
29th  of  May  last :  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable : 

Tfait  a  warrant  issue  on* John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for  924  dol- 
lan^,  in  favor  of  John  Knight,  in  discharge  of  two  bills  of  exchange,  drawn 
by  John  Ashe,  treasurer  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  one  dated  January 
29th,  1777,  for  799  dollars,  in  favor  of  Thomas  Craike,  the  other  dated  May 
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lOlh,  1777,  for  139  ddlars,  in  favor  of  B«ijamio  Williu>i  thcMJOn 
be  accoanUble : 

That  a  warraDt  isaue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  aaditor-ieDcnl.'uintn 
Joseph  Nourse,  pay-master  lothe  board  of  war  and  onluoce,fK3ll#l>l 
dollars,  opon  an  application  of  the  aaid  board,  to  aiuwef  a  dmdl^M 
niel  Shaw,jon.  of  New-London,  in  favor  of  capt.  John  WuMWIf 
4tti,  1778,  for  duck  and  lead ;  the  said  J.  Nonrse  to  be  actoaitik 

A  letter,  of  June  30th,  from  Hewes,  Smith  and  Alleo,  it,  Haft* 
read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referr^  to  the  committee  of  conrntnt. 

Raolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  tlie  committtttfcMR 
Ae  members  chosen,  Mr.  Telfair,  Mr.  Harris,  and  Mr.  A  Mtm. 

A  petition  from  John  Brown, ensign  in  col.  Greaton's  rq;isctl,niJ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  dismissed.  . 

CongresB  took  into  consideration  a  memorial  from  tiw  hck  GM' 
■pectins  prisoner*  taken  b;  the  squadron  of  his  most  Chriitiiii  avKi* 
nandeab^  tiie  count  d'Estaing,  cteing  one  of  Uie  pi^n  rtctimila 
this  morning :  Whereupon, 

fi««oIff<(,  That  all  prisoners  taken,  or  which  majr  be  tikenbfllr^ 
ronofhifl  most  Christian  majest;r,iiDder  the  comnand  of  dKaatAit 
Tice-admiral  of  France,  be  received  bythecommiuarj-geHnltffi* 
and  that  he  provide  for  their  safe  custody  and  subststencc  iittti" 
hath  been  usual  for  the  prisoners  of  thew  states  : 

That  he  make  montlitr  returns  of  all  prisoners,  wfaick  sh^htlfht 
received,  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  he  make  monthly  returns  to  the  tmniry  of  the  accoiri^^'f 
neys  expended  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  priitf ''* 
at  the  disposal  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  aubgect  Itk^' 
his  excellency  M on g.  count  d'Estaing. 

Resolved,  'rhat  alt  officers  in  the  service  of  these  states  beJirt^f' 
proper  attention  to  the  above  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  paper  relative  to  signals,  received  fimliisv^ 
the  sieur  Gerard,  and  read  this  morning, be reTcrred  to  theDUriiti^' 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  anotlier  psper  from  the  sieuGnai^ 
to  the  encouragement  given  by  count  d'Estaing  to  American  W** 
whether  public  or  private,  b«  published. 

Ordered,  That  the  note  from  the  sieur  Gerard,  setting  fortk, 'l^^ 
the  prisoners  of  war,  for  the  guard  and  subsistence  of  which  k'",'. 
Congress  to  provide,  there  is  one  of  the  name  of  Towion,  s  nilin''^ 
land ;  that  the  birth  of  this  captain  in  one  of  the  United  Stita.' 
sentiments  he  has  expressed  for  his  country,  have  detenut'* 
Gerard  to  refer  the  decision  of  his  fate  to  Congreaa,  who  '■"T  P'Tiv 
full  liberty  if  they  judge  him  worthy  of  this  favor,"  be  refeiwn  "• 
gates  of  Maryland. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  J.  Wadswortli,  commisaaiy-S'M''''^ 
chases,  was  read : 

Ordered.  That  it  be  referred  t< 

Congress  resumed  the  consiilei 
treasury  of  the  ISth:  Whereupo 

Semlved,  That  a  treasurer  of  1 
to  sign  loan-office  certificatea  an 
terest  arising  on  such  certificates, 
to  deliver  such  certificates  and  b 
tiie  board  of  treasury  ;  to  receive 
time  to  time,  order  to  be  sunk  i 
services,  incident  to  his  office,  at 
the  board  of  treasury  ; 
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That  the  treasurer  of  loans  be  allowed  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  2000  dollar^ 
a  year. 

Ordered,  That  Friday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  treasurer  of  loans. 

A  petition  from  the  marquis  de  Vienne,  was  read :  Whereupon^  a  reso- 
lution was  moved,  in  the  words  following; : 

That  the  marquis  de  Yienne,  a  major  m  the  service  of  the  king  of  France, 
having  served  with  reputation  as  a  volunteer  in  the  American  army  during 
the  present  campaign,  and  having  requested  Congress  to  honoi:  him  with  the 
brevet  commission  of  a  colonel,  without  any  pav  annexed  to  the  said  rank : 

Mesohed,  That  the  request  of  the  marquis  de  Vienne  be  complied  with, 
and  that  a  brevet  commission  of  colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
be  cooferred  on  him. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  the  word  ^*  lieu- 
tenant" before  the  word  *^  colonel :"  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Marchant, 


N.'JIampdUref    Mr.  Bartlett, 
MMMa*stU-Batff  Mr.  Geny, 


Rkedt-Mandt 
Canneeticut, 


Level], 

Hohen, 
Mr.  Marehant 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Hosmer,         no 

A.  Adama,      no 
Mr.  Duer,  no 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  no 

Elmer,  ay 

Boudinot, 


no 


PennsyhamOf 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

S.'CaroHna, 
QtorgM, 


Mr.  R.  Moiri^ 
Reed, 

Mr.  Cbase, 
Forbes^ 

Mr.  R*  H.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adams, 
Harvie, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Matthews, 
Heyward, 

Mr.  Telfiur, 


80  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  then  put ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Marehant, 


New-BampMre,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
MatH^UM'Mfy,  Mr.  Gerry, 


no  Ytio 


Jlhode^Mand, 

Connecticut, 


Pennsybjonia, 

Mr.  R.  Mortis^ 

Heed, 

Maryland,' 

M^.  Chase, 

Forbes^ 

Virgima, 

Mr.R.H.Le^ 

Banister, 

T.  Adams, 

Harvie, 

S.'Carolma, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

MatthevB, 

Qevrgia, 

Heyvaid, 

Mr.Tetf^, 

Dana, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 
Mr.  Marehant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Hosmer, 

A.  Adams, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  Wither9poon,ay'S 

Elmer,  no  Cay 

Boudinot^       ay^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  July  16.  1778. 

A  proposal  from  capt  John  Mitchel,  commander  of  the  French  ship  Lion, 
in  York-river,  Virginia,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  or  agreement  with  Congress 
for  importinggoods,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Mr.  Dana  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  which  he  received  from  gov.  6. 
Johnstone,  one  of  the  commissioners  from  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  t«^- 
ther  with  an  extract  of  the  same,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  public  matters,  which 
extract  was  compared  with  the  original  and  lodged  with  the  secretary,-  and 
the  original  was  returned . 

Dr.  \Vitherspoon  also  laid  before  Congress  sundry  letters  he  received  from 
his  friends  in  Scotland,  and  the  same  containing  nothing  important  of  a 
public  nature,  were  returned. 

Vol.  II,  n 
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The  delegates  of  Marjland,  to  whom  was  referred  the  note  from  the  aieir 
Gerard,  respecting  cabt.  Towson,  brought  in  a  report ;  Wherenpoo* 

Resolved^  That  full  liberty  be  granted  to  captain  Towson. 

Mr.  Penn,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  prodoccd  Us 
credentials,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

«  (L.  8.)  STATE  OF  NORTH-CAROLINA : 
To  John  Penn,  Cornelius  Harnett,  and  John  W'UUama,  eai^n.  |;reeCiiig. 

Whereas,  the  general  assembly  have  elected  you  delegates  to  attend  ibe 
Congress  of  the  United  States:  these  are  therefore  to  commissionate,  ant^MH 
rize,  and  empower  you,  the  said  John  Penn,  Cornelius  Harnett,  and  Jolui 
Williams,  to  attend  the  said  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
.behalf  of  this  state,  for  one  year,  from  the  S8th  day  of  April  last»  onles 
aooner  recalled  by  the  general  assembly ;  and  you  are  hereby  inTeated  with 
such  powers  as  may  make  any  act  done  by  you,  or  consent  given  in  the  said 
Congress  in  behali  of  this  state,  obligatory  upon  ever^  inhabitant  tbereoC 
Witness,  Richard  Caswell,  esq.  governor,  captain -general,  and  comnaoder 
in  chief  of  the  said  state,  under  his  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  Newbem,  the  dd 
day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  1778,  and  in  the  second  year  of  our  independence. 

•  R.  CASWELL. 

By  his  excellency's  command,  J.  GLASGOW,  SecrOanfJ* 

Bir.  Gerard  having  transmitted  to  Congress  a  paper,  thanking  Congress 
for  the  quick  despatch  with  which  they  have  provided  for  the  first  wants  of 
the  French  squadron,  and  accompanied  with  a  memorandum  of  the  provi* 
sions  which  will  hereafter  be  necessanr ;  also  notifying  that  Mr.  Holaer  is 
commissioned  *^  agent  of  the  marine  or  France,"  and  desiring  that  Con^gress 
would  make  him  known  as  such,  where  it  may  be  necessary  : 

Ordered,  l*hat  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  524,000  dollars,  in 
fiivor  of  the  marine  committee,  advanced  upon  their  application,  {or  tbense 
of  the  navy  board  in  the  eastern  department ;  the  said  committee  to  be 
accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general.Yor  50,000  dol- 
lars ;  and  another  warrant  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  con- 
tinental loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  100,000  dollars ;  in  favor 
of  William  Buchanan,  eso.  late  commissary -general  of  purchases,  to  be  by 
him  transmitted  to  Peter  Colt,  esq.  deputy  commissary-general  of  pardbs^ 
for  the  eastern  district ;  the  said  William  Buchanan,  esq.  to  be  acceantable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  fin-  37,570 


30-90  dollars,  in  favor  of  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general,  to  enable  him 
to  answer  two  draughts  of  Messrs.  Otis  and  Andrews,  one  in  favor  of  capt. 
John  Mitchel,  for  27,574  30-90  dollars,  the  other  in  favor  of  Mr.  P.  Gonige. 
for  10,000  dollars ;  the  said  J.  Mease,  esq.  to  be  accountable. 
.Acyoumed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  July  17,  I77d. 

A  letter^of  the  14th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  Pyramus,  Bergen  county; 
in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,and  one  of  the  i6di,from  J.  Nourse,  pay -master 
of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance*,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  J.  Nourse,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
sury. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  the  board  of  war«  was  read,  informing  that  the 
express  sent  to  bring  back  the  Seneca  chiefs,  is  returned ;  that  tbe  chiefr 
would  not  consent  to  return,  and  that  the  board  did  not  think  themselves 
authorized  to  use  force  in  the  case :  Whereupon, 
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A  motion  was  made,  **  that  a  letter  be  written  to  gen.  Schujler  and  the 
commissioners  of  Indian  affairs,  acquainting  them  that  Congress  have  re- 
ceived probable  information  that  the  Seneca  nation,  or  some  of  them,  have 
Terj  lately  committed  hostilities  ^ealnst  these  states,  and  directing  the  said 
commissiooers  to  take  prudentbat  effectual  measures  for  detaining  the  Sene- 
ca chiefs  now  among  us,  and  on  their  way  to  Albany,  till  full  information 
be  obtained  upon  the  subject,  unless  they  should  have  cogent  reasons  to  the 
contrary  :'* 

Question  put  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Cornelius  Sweenr,  was  read : 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  thev  issue  such 
orders  relative  to  the  place  of  Mr.  Sweers's  confinement,  until  his  conduct 
can  be  examined,  as  they  shall  judse  sufficient  for  the  security  of  his  person. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordereij  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for 
2,00  dollars,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Mosley,  copper-plate  printer,  advanced  him 
on  account. 

Ordered^  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re-committed. 

In  consequence  of  a  recommendation, 

Resolved^  That  the  Rev.  James  Francis  Armstrong  be  appointed  chaplain 
to  the  second  brigade  of  Maryland  forces. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Penn  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  commit- 
tee, for  the  state  of  North-Carolina. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  July  18,  1778. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  J.  Reed  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from  Oeoree 
Johnstone,  oated  London,  April  ll^  1778,  and  directed  to  gen.  Joseph  Reed; 
and  also  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Dennis  d*£ert,  intended  as  a  letter  of 
introduction  for  gov.  Johnstone : 

Ordered,  That  the  letterfrom  sov.  6.  Johnstone  be  published. 

A  letter  signed  Carlisle,  William  fiden,  Geoi^  Johnstone,  dated  New- 
York,  the  11th  of  July,  1778,  and  directed  ^  to  his  ezcellencv  Henry  Lau- 
rens, the  president,  and  others  the  members  of  Congress,''  was  received 
and  read;  Whereupon, 

Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions :  w 

Whereas  Congress,  in  a  letter  to  the  British  commissioners,  of  the  17di 
of  June  last,  did  declare  that  they  would  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  consid- 
eration of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconsistent  with,  treaties 
already  subsisting,  when  the  king  of  Great-Britain  should  demonstrate  a 
sincere  disposition  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  the  only  solid  proof  of  this 
disposition,  would  be  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
these  states,  or  the  withdrawing;  his  fleets  and  armies ;  and,  whereas,  neither 
of  these  alternatives  have  been  complied  with ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  Ijhat  no  anwer  be  given  to  the  letter  of  the  11th  inst.  from  the 
'  British  commissioners. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  letter  and  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  published. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  signed  Geom  Johnstone,  dated  Philadelphia* 
June  I6th,  1778^  and  directed  to  Robert  Morris,  esq.  be  published. 

Ordered^  That  the  extract  of  the  letter  from  gov.  George  Johnstone  to 
Mr.  Dana,  be  published. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  of  New-Jersey,  was  read. 

A  particular  invoice  of  eoods,  taken  and  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
army  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  being  transmitted  to 
Congress  by  the  clothier-general. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  conmittee  ob  the  trwsarjr  broncht  i»  a  report;  ¥liercBpoB, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iaaae  on  Jcmn  Gibson,  esq.  aaditor-ceiienl,  kr 
13,000  dollars;  in  favor  of  the  committee  of  commerce^  lo  enable  tkem  to 
fiaj  a  bill  drawn  on  them  bj  Messrs.  Hewes,  Smith  and  Allen,  continental 
agents  in  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for  that  sam,  dated  the  30th  of  June 
last,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Joy ;  the  said  comouttee  to  be  accooBlaMe. 

Congress  being  informed  that  Lndwie  Karcher,  batcher,  who  was  in  ike 
continental  employ  in  the  commissary's  department,  entered  into  the  aenrice 
of  the  enemy,  and  now  remains  in  the  city  of  Philadelnhia ; 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  issue  immediate  oraers  to  have  &e  said 
Lodwig  Karcher  arrested-and  secured. 

Adjourned  ixi  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jvls  20,  1778, 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  lientenant-colond  Lanrens,  one  of  genenl 
lYashington's  aids,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance*  and  Att 
they  be  directed  to  take  the  same  under  their  immediate  conoideratiQny  and 
report  thereon  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  ietter,^of  the  6th,  from  general  Heath,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referral  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  8di,  from  general  Heath,  was  read,  enclosing  aandiy  pa- 
pers relative  to  ensign  John  Brown,  under  sentence  of  death : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  M|rchant,  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

A  letter,  of  the  the  9th,  from  gen.  Heath,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  James  Smith,  directed  to  the  hon.  die  vice- 

S resident  and  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  deposition  oCUhn 
osley,  enclose,  was  laid  before  Coitt;res8  and  read : 
>     Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.* 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  waa  read : 

.  An  account  for  funeral  expenses  of  the  late  Mods,  da  Coudray  waa  laid 
before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  toe  11th,  from  Bbene- 
eer  Hazard,  esq.  and  the  papers  relating  thereto,  report. 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and,  having  convened 
with  Mr.  lutzard  upon  the  subject,  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Hazard's  ander- 
takii^  is  laudable,  and  deserves  the  public  patronage  and  encoorigement^ 
as  beine  productive  of  public  utility :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  tiie  several  governors,  prendents, 
and  executive  powers  of  the  several  states  in  this  union,  to  assist  Mr.  Ha* 
zard,  and  give  facility  to  his  labors  in  making  a  collection  of  the  various  slate 
papers  relative  to  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  several  European  settle- 
ments in  North-America,  and  sucti  as  relate  to  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
present  war  with  Great-Britain :  that,  for  this  parpoae,  he  be  admitted  to  an 
inspection  of  public  records,  and  be  furnished,  without  expense,  copes  of 
Sttcn  papers  as  he  aaay  judge  will  conduce  to  the  valuable  end  he  hath  in 
view: 

That  it  be  also  recommended  to  such  pri^vate  gentlemen  as  may  have  cd- 
lected  any  materials  of  the  kinds  above  mentioned,  to  aasist  Mr.  Hazard  in 
his  laudable  undertaking. 

The  committee  farther  report,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  making  this  col- 
lection will  not  interfere  with  Mr.  Hazard's  employment  in  the  {wat-ofice. 
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narintemtpt  the  discharge  of  his  dutjas  asunrejor  of  the  post  in  the  eastern 
department ;  bat  that  Mr.  Hazard  must  necessarilj  be  put  to  expense  of  va- 
rious kinds  in  procuring  the  extensive  collection  of  materials  he  proposes  to 
nmke ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  to  enable  Mr.  Hazard  to  sustain  such  expense  1000  dol- 
lars be  advanced  to  him  upon  account*  returns  being  made  to  Congress  of  his 
expenses  in  this  business. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,         ' 

(hderedf  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for 
6000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-master  for  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance,  to  enable  the  board  of  war  to  pay  col.  Broadhead  three  months'  pay 
of  his  regiment,  who  are  now  on  their  maixh  to  the  western  country ;  the  9aiu 
Joseph  Nourse  to  be  accountable. 

In  consenuence  of  an  a^nstment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor general  reports,  « 

That  there  is  due  to  Mr.Gonvemenr  Morris,  for  his  expenses  on  the  road 
io  and  from  camp,  on  public  service,  last  spring,  51  dollars : 

ToJc-     ''  •  «--.,..... 

Reuben 

February, 

days,  during  which  time  he  was  a  prisMier  with  the  enemy  in  Philadelphia. 

£7  10-90  dollars : 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  a  balance  of  87  65-90  dollars,  as  per  account 
stated  herewith,  for  rations,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  in  Congress  of  June  last, 
and  for  his  pay  and  subsistence  from  the  11th  of  June  to  the  10th  of  July, 
1778,  the  sum  of  60  dollars,  making,  in  the  whole,  147  65*90  dollars : 

To  the  chevalier  de  Faillie  his  pay  as  lieutenant-colonel,  from  the  1st  of 
April  to  the  SOth  of  June,  1778,  three  months,  at  60  dollars  per  month,  180 
dollars ;  and  for  his  rations  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  Slst  ol  May,  61  days, 
at  five  rations  per  day,  is  305  rations,  at,  30-90tbs  per  ration,  101  60-90  dol- 
lars ;  and  for  his  subsistence  allowed  in  lieu  of  rations,  from  the  Ist  to  the 
SOth  of  June,  1778,  inclusive,  40  dollars ;  making,  in  the  whole,  321  60-90 
dirilars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  July  21, 1778. 

A  letter  of  April  3d,  one  of  May  5th,  and  one  of  May  6th,  from  governor 
de  Galves,  of  New-Orleans,  directed  to  Messrs.  R.  Morris  and  W.  Smith ; 
and  a  letter  of  July  4th,  from  J.  Morain,  late  captain  of  the  sloop  Bernardo, 
from  tiie  Mississippi,  at  Edenton,  North-Carolina,  with  an  invoice  of  her 
cargo;  and  sundry  letters  and  papers  from  M.  Pollock,  at  New-Orleans, 
vere  laid  before  Congress  and  reau: 

Ordered,  That  they  beTGferrred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter,  of  June  23d,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  money,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treasuiy ;  and  the  remainder  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Pursuant  to  the  powers  in  them  vested,  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina 
signed  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  in  behalf  that  state. 
^The  committee  on  the  treasury  broueht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-eenaal,  in 
favor  of  John  Penn,  for  1071  d<dlars,  in  discharee  of  three  bills  ofexchange, 
drawn  on  the  continental  treasurer  by  John  Ai£e,  treasurer  of  the  state  of 
North-CaroHna,  one  dated  January  29th,  1777,  in  favor  of  Thomas  Craike, 
for  250  dollars ;  one  other,  dated  May  9th9 1777,  in  favor  of  Cosmo  Medici, 
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esq.  for  S21  dc^Hars;  each  of  which  is  eifr^ssed  to  be  for  clothing  the  oonki- 
nental  troops  in  that  state ;  the  other  dated  Majr  9th»  1777,  in  fa^or  of  lbs- 
mas  Donalho,  for  500  dollars,  and  endorsed  by  him  to  Robert  Willianis,  and 
expressed  to  be  for  the  service  of  the  United  states;  which  seTeral  bilb  aie 
to  oe  charged  to  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  in  part  of  thegrantinlkvor  of 
the  said  state,  for  500,000  dollars. 
Adjoorned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  22, 177B. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  Mr.  W.  Smith,  at  Baltimore,  was  read,  iafonmi^ 
that  his  private  business  puts  it  ont  of  his  power  to  give  anv  farther  attend* 
ance  at  the  navv  board  now  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  therefore  request- 
ing Congress  will  accept  his  resignation ;  Wherenpon, 

Resolved^  That  the  resignation  of  William  Smith,  as  cmnraisuoiier  of  the 
navv  board  in  the  middle  district  be  accepted. » 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  his  ezcellescj 
P.  Henry,  governor  of  Vii^inia,  dated  the  8th  and  10th  of  Jalj,  brought  w 
a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  from  Pennsjlvania  and  a  member  freoi  Yir- 
ginia  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  board  of  war  on  the  snb|ect  of  this  re- 
port :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  and  committee  meet  on  thia  buuiesa 
forthwith,  and  report  thereon  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gov.  Henrv,  of  Virginia,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  July  23,  1778. 

'  Mr.  J.  Walton,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  attended,  and  took  hn  aeii  ui 
Concress.  . 

The  delcMtes  from  Geoigia  laid  before  Congress  the  proceeding  of  the 
assembly  of  that  state,  respecting  the  articles  of  confederation,  whidi  were 
read. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  Frederick  Tracey,  with  two  letters  enclosed  from 
J.  Moore^  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  March  11th,  1778,  from  don  Diego  Joseph  Navarro,  at  Aa- 
vanna,  was  read. 

Two  commissions  from  the  sienr  Gerard,  minister  plenipoteDtiarT  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  to  Mbns.  J.  Holker,  both  dated  at  Pbtladeliihia, 
July  15th,  1778 ;  the  one' appointing  him,  the  said  J.  Holker,  iospector-gien- 
era!  of  trade  and  manufactures  of  France,  and  acent  to  the  royai  marine  of 
France ;  the  other  appointing  him,  the  said  J.  Holker,  inspector-general  of 
trade  and  manufactures  of  France,  consul  of.  France  in  the  port  of  Phi- 
ladelphia :  Whereupon  two  resolutions  were  moved. 

On  motion,  Hemved,  That  the  said  commissions,  with  the  reaolntioDa 
moved,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen,  Bfr*  Chaae» 
Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Hevward. 

A  petition  from  Richard  Marven  and  Samuel  Snaw,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  tu  a  committee  of  three :  the  memben  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

A  petition  from  merehants  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  letter  from  White  and 
Chaloner,  directed  to  Thomas  and  Isaac  Wharton,  were  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four:  the  menbers 
chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Holteni  and  Mr.  Drayton; 
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Ordertd,  That  the  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  from  major-general  Arnold, 
be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Btsolvedt  That  the  said  committee,  in  conjunction  with  the  committee  ap- 

f  Dinted  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of 
ennsjlvania*  be  authorized  to  ascertain  the  property  of  the  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  in  possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  citj  of  Philadel- 
phia,  at  the  time  it  was  evacuated  bj  the  enemy,  viz.  so  far  as  to  determine 
whether  anj,  or  what  part  thereof  may  belong  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain  or 
any  of  his  subjects,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  4th  of  June  last 

Orderedt  Tliat  the  invoice  of  goods,  taken  and  purchased  for  the  use  of 
the  army  upon  the  evacuation  of  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia  by  the  enemy, 
which  was,  according  to  order,  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  clothier-gen- 
eral, be  referred  to  tne  foregoing  ^mmittee. ' 

The  determination  of  the  question  postponed  at  the  request  of  a  state  on 
tiie  ISth,  was  called  for;  a  debate  arising  thereon,  and  a  doubt  arising  re- 
specting the  power  of  the  two  delegates  from  Georgia  to  give  the  vote  of  that 
state, 

Ordered^  That  the  credentials  heretofore  given  the  delegates  from  Geor- 
'a,  together  with  the  credentials  of  the  attending  members  from  that  state, 
I  laid  before  Congress. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'block  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  July  24, 1778. 

According  to  order,  the  credentials  heretofore  given  to  delegates  from 
Georgia,  tosether  with  the  credentials  of  the  attending  members  from  that 
state,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read :  Whereupon, 

Rtaolvedf  That  any  one  of  the  delegates  from  Georgia,  or  a  majority  of 
those  present,  is  fully  authorized  to  represent  and  give  tne  vote  of  that  state. 

A  question  was  then  moved,  whether  one  delegate  from  North -Carolina 
is  empowered,  under  the  credentials  last  given,  to  represent  and  give  the 
vote  of  that  state  ?  Whereupon, 

Betolved^  That  any  one  of  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina  is  empowered, 
when  only  one  is  present,  to  give  the  vote  of  that  state : 

The  yeas  and  nays  being,  on  this  question,  required  by  Mr.  Chase, 


t 


M^BampMrt,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
JUaua'tU-Bay^^gi.  Geny, 

Dana, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Bhtdt-JMand,   Mr.  Marchant, 

CoUiiiB, 


7 

'3 


PenmybanUh  Mr.  RMonis, 

Reed, 


Ftfginiaf 


S.-CaroUna, 


Mr.  Chaae, 
Forbe% 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adanu^ 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Heyward, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Telfiur, 


Mr.  Sherman, 

A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Duer,  ^  v  «» 

CMoRis,  ay  5^      Gtorgia, 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay' 

Elmer,  ay 

Scudder,  no^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afBrmative.  <• 

A  memorial  from  Francis  Hopkinson  and  John  Wharton,  commissioners 
of  the  navy  board  in  the  middle  district,  was  read,  enclosing  an  account  of 
their  expenses  at  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  on  public  business,  by  order  of 
the  marine  committee : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  determination  of  the  question  postponed  by  a  state,  was  called  for: 
"Whereupon  it  was  moved,  and 

liesolved^  That  the  determination  of  that  question  be  postponed. 

Pursuant  to  the  powers  in  them  vested,  4he  delegates  of  Georgia  signed 
the  ratification  of  the  confederation. 


ess 
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Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  from  the  board  of  trcasnty ; 
and  some  time  being  spent  there6n» 

Ord/ertd,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  tHl  to-miMTim. 
Adjonmed  to  nine  o'clock  to-m(HTow« 

8 ATURD  AY,  Jul^  25,  1  zrs. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  Mr.  Presidoit  Lowndes,  of  Soath-CaroU&«,wfts 
read: 

Ordertdp  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  Mons.  de  France/,  at  Williamsburgh,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  te  the  committee  of  oommerce,uid  that  tbej 
report  thereon  with  all  expedition. 

The  committee  of  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Coiimsa  a  cnipj  of  the  pro* 
oeedings  at  a.  maritime  court  against  the  snow  **  Onr  Ladr  of  Mount  Camel :" 

OrUeredt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  1st  of 
Jane,  from  the  board  of  war  for  the  state  of  Massachasetts-Bay. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  tiie  report  of  the  board  of  treasuy 
of  the  £Sd ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That,  upon  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnanee,  a 
warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for  17y849  45-90  denan. 
in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,paj-master  of  the  said  board,  to  be  isaned  bj  them 
for  tiie  purchase  of  clothing ;  the  said  Joseph  Nourse  to  be  acconntabfe: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for  79,980 
30-90  dollars,  in  fdvor  of  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general,  to  enable  kim 
to  pay  the  following  draughts  of  Otis  &  Andrews,  of  Boston,  viz.  in  fiiior  of 
Lee  &  Jones,  for  8000  dollars ;  Codman  &  Smith,  1035  dollars ;  Tboasas 
Russel,  1 8,333  SO-90  dollars ;  Mons.  A.Cabott,  30,000  dollars ;  Mr.  £.  Gerry, 
3475  dollars;  S.  P.  Savaee,  10,000  dollars ;  and  a  draught  of  Joseph  Pen- 
nell,  of  Virginia,  for  sundries  furnished  maj6r  Lee's  corps,  9137  m\an; 
making  in  the  whole,  79,980  30-90  dollars. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  recommended  sundry  persons,  and  among 
them  one  of  an  ecclesiastical  character,  as  inspectors  of  the  presses  for  strik- 
ing bills  of  credit,  bills  of  exchange,  and  loan-office  certificates, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  sense  of  the  house  be  taken,  whetiier  it  is 
proper  that  Congress  should  appoint  any  person  of  an  ecdeoastical  chnracter 
to  any  civil  office  under  the  United  States  ? 

whereupon,  the  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  andnsTs  bea^ 
required  by  Mr.  Duery 

Pennfyhfoma, 


Ncw-Uain^shirey  Mr.  Bartlett, 
J\f€U8{^aU9-Bay,  BIr.  8.  Adanis, 

Geiry, 


Mddc'UUmd, 
CormecUaa, 

MvhJeney, 


ayj 


Dana, 

Lovell, 

Uolten, 
Ifr.  MftTchant, 

Collins,' 
Mr.  Sherman, 

A.  Adanu, 
Ifr  Duer,     • 

G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ey^ 

Elmer,  oif>^ 


«y( 

ayS 

no 

no 


i 


«jr 


fia 


Maryland, 


Ftrgima, 


Otorgia, 


Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 

Foibes^ 
Mr.  Baniater, 

Harvie^ 
Mr.  Peon, 
Mr.  Lmitciu^ 

Draytofi, 

Matthewab 
Heyward, 
Mr.  Wahon, 


Scudder,        ay^ 

So  it  was  resolved  that  the  main  ouestj^n  be  not  now  put. 
Rmolved^  That  the  remainder  of  tne  report,  respectinga  grant  to  ^atafe 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  be  postponed. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  another  report ;  Wheraipon, 
Orflbrmi,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasnrer  of  the  state  of  Connecti- 
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cut,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  be  paid  oat  of  the  monej  assessed  by  that  state, 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  and 
another  warrant  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  comTnisstoner  of  the  continental 
loan-office  in  the  said  state,  for  100,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Ebenezer  Han- 
cock, esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  of  the  eastern  district,  for  the  use  of 
his  department;  he  to  be  accountable. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjusttnent  by  the  commissioners  of  claims  at  the . 
treasury,  the  auditor^general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Mr.  Francis  Dana,  for  his  expenses  from  camp  to 
York-town,  and  his  servant's  expenses  going  and  returning,  61  60-90  dollars  : 

To  William  Widdifield,  for  6  Windsor  chairs  for  the  use  of  the  treasury 
office,  42  dollars : 

To  John  Pinkerton,  for  six  Windsor  chairs,  for  the  use  of  the  treasury  of- 
fice, 42  dollars :       ' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report,  respecting  the  account  of  lieu- 
tenant Andrew  M^Farlain,  be  postponed. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  his  excellency 
Patrick  Henry,  esq.  governor  of  Virginia,  dated  the  8th  and  10th  of  July, 
report. 

That,  from  various  enquiries  made  by  the  board,  it  appears  that  success 
in  an  expedition  against  Detroit  cannot  be  reasonably  expected,  unless  the 
force  destined  for  that  service  be  ready  to  march  from  Fort-Pitt  by  tlie  first 
of  September : 

That  from  the  letters  received  from  governor  Henry,  and  Patrick  Lockart* 
appointed  to  act  as  commissary,  &c.  on  the  above  expedition,  it  appears  that 
the  capital  articles  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  expedition,  viz.  men, 
horses,  flour,  and  beeves,  cannot  be  procured  by  any  means  within  the  time 
limited,  and  probably  not  even  during  the  course  of  the  present  years 

That,  from  the  extraordinary  rise  of  articles,  especially  of  horses,  since 
the  expedition  was  first  determined  on,  the  expense  of  it,  if  practicable, 
would  exceed,  in  an  enormous  degree,  the  estimate  formed  by  the  late  com- 
missioners at  Fort-Pitt,  and  submitted  by  the  board  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  expedition  against  the  fortress  of  Detroit  be,  for  the 
present,  deferred : 

That  brigadier  M'Intosh  be  directed  to  assemble  at  Fort-Pitt,  as  many 
continental  troops^nd  militia  as  will  amount  to  1500,  and  proceed,  without 
delay,  to  destroy  such  towns  of  th*^  hostile  tribes  of  Indians  as  he,  in  his  dis- 
cretion, shall  think  will  most  effectually  tend  to  chastise  and  terrify  the  sa^ 
yages,  and  to  check  their  ravins  on  the  frontiers  of  these  states :   * 

That  such  of  the  articles  as  have  been  already  procured  for  the  expedition 
against  Detroit,  and  which  are  necessary  for  the  incursion  against  the  Indian 
towns,  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  board  of  war  be  direct- 
ed to  give  the  necessary  orders  on  tnis  point : 

That  gdvemor  Henry  be  informed  ot  the  determination  of  Congress  with 
respect  to  the  intended  expedition,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  furnish  briga- 
dier M*Intosh  with  such  a  number  of  militia  as  he  shall  apply  for»  to  muie 
up  the  complement  of  men  destined  for  an  incursion  into  the  towns  of  the 
hostile  Indians : 

That  the  president  be  directed  to  inform  gov.  Henry  that  Congress  have 
a  hi^  sense  of  the  zeal  of  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  in  voting,  at  their  late 
session,  a  reinforcement  of  infantry  and  cavalry  for  the  main  army,  but  that 
a  change  in  circumstances  renders  the  iparcji  and  services  of  those  troops  at 
present  inexpedient : 

Vol.  H.  80         * 
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That  gov.  Henry  be  therefore  requested  to  cease  raisiog  the  troops  yuted, 
and  to  order  such  of  the  infantrv  as  arealread^r  raised,  and  are  in  the  victoi> 
ty  of  the  frontiers,  together  with  a  troop  of  cavalry,  not  exceeding  fiftj  men, 
under  the  command  of  an  intelligent  and  active  officer,  forthwith  to  joia 
brigadier  M'Intosh  at  Fort-Pitt: 

That  it  appearing  most  evidently  that  the  late  incursions  at  WjoBii^aDd 
the  adjacent  parts,  have  been  made  by  the  Senecas  and  some  other  tribes  of 
the  Six  Nations,  aided  by  tories  and  other  banditti,  from  the  fronu^s  of 
New-York,  New -Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  the  expedition  meditated  against 
them  from  the  northward  be  forwarded  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  that 
the  board  of  war  take  the  necessary  steps  for  that  purpose :  ^ 

That,  in  respect  to  the  harvest,  and  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  fron- 
tiers, in  consequence  of  the  late  irruption  of  tne  enemy,  coL  Hartley's  regi- 
ment be  continued  there  till  the  retreat  of  the  enemv  be  fully  ascertains, 
the  harvest  secured,  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants  quieted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  sieur  Gerard's  intended  speech 
at  the  public  audience,  brought  in  a  draught  of  an  answer,  which  was  takea 
into  consideration  :  and,  after  debate, 

Resolved^  That  thje  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  io  Monday. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jiity  27, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  general  Washington,  at  his  camp  near  White- 
Plains,  was  read,  enclosing  copies  of  letters  from  him  to  the  count  d*£&> 
taing,  and  sundry  papers  relating  to  eieht  persons  ordered  from  Benningtim 
into  the  enemy's  lines,  and  a  letter,  of  the  14tb  of  June,  from  captain  CmIA 
Gibbea : 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  eight  persons  sent  from  Benning- 
ton, lie  on  the  table  for  consideration  : 

That  the  letter  from  capt.  Gibbes,  together  with  so  much  of  gen.  Waalnng- 
ton's  letter,  as  relates  thereto,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  22d,  from  major-gen.  Gates,  at  White- Plains,  was  read; 
also,  a  letter  of  the  21st,  from  brigadier  S.  H.  Parsons,  directed  to  J.  Lovdl 
and  T.  Hosmer,  esqrs.  referred  to  in  gen.  Gates's  letter,  was  laid  before 
Congress  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four :  the  memben 
chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read,  eBcJasing 
minutes  of  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  northern  department, 
in  the  month  of  June  lai^t: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  Mr.  J.  Smith,  at  York-town,  to  Mr.  R.  Morns, 
respecting  the  situation  of  our  prisoners  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  was 
laia  before  Congress,  and  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  marine  committee  be,  and  tbej  are 
nereby,  respectively  directed  to  cause  the  land  and  sea  prisoners  in  tbe  pow- 
er of  these  states  to  be  forthwith  treated,  in  all  respects,  as  near  as  nay  be, 
in  such  manner  as  the  American  land  and  sea  prisoners  in  the  power  of  the 
enemv  are,  or  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  treated ;  provided,  that  notldng 
contained  in  this  resolution  shall  be  construed  to  extend  so  far  as  to  prevciit 
an  exchange  of  prisoners  upon  fair  and  eouitable  principles, 

A  letter,  of  the  18th  of  April  last,  from  J.  Diam,  at  St.  Pierre,  Martinque, 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 
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The  committee  on  the  treasury  laid  before  Congress  a  deposition  of 
Thomas  Clifton,  respecting  col.  B.  Flower's  accounts,  which  was  read ;  and, 
thereupon,  sundry  motions  being  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  depositions,  with  the  motions,  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  three :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Reed. 

Conmss  proceeded  to  the  election  of  inspectors  of  the  presses  for  strik- 
ing bills  of  credit,  bills  of  exchange  and  loan-office  certificates,  and,  the 
ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  :  Mr.  Issac 
Snowden,  Mr.  Isaac  Howell,  Mr.  Peter  Thomson,  and  Mr.  John  Biddle. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  treasurer  of  loans,  and;  the  bal^ 
lots  being  talcen,  Mr.  Francis  Hopkinson  was  elected. 

Congress  being  informed  that  there  are  only  two  members  of  the  commit- 
tee on  appeals  now  present,  and  that  sundry  causes  are  now  ready  for  trial. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  hearing  and 
determining  appeals,  and  that  any  three  of  the  said  committee  bc'empowered 
to  hear,  and  finally  determine,  appeals  to  Congress  from  the  judgment  of 
courts  of  admiralty :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Dtayton,  and  Mr. 
Boudinot. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  July  28,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  captain  Manly,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  memorial  from  capt.  Josiah  Stoddard,  and  a  petition  from  the  said  capt. 
Stoddard  and  other  officers  of  the  cavalry;  a  letter  of  the  24th,  from  major- 
general  Gates ;  one,  of  June  28th,  from  brigadier  S.  H.  Parsons,  in  favor  of 
the  chevalier  de  laNeuville  and  major  Noirmont  de  laNeuville;  also  a  let- 
ter from  the  chevalier  de  la  Neuville,  were  read : 

Orderedj  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  March  5th, 
from  Stephen  Sayre,  at  Copenhagen,  and  one  of  March  20th,  from  C.  A. 
Fabritius,  with  a  paper  of  intelligence,  which  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  paper  of  intelligence  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
intelligence ;  and  that  the  letters  be  returned  to  the  committee  of  commerce, 
and  that  they  report  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  coL  Knoblauch,  a  Prussian  noblemen,  was  read, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed : 

Orderedi^ Thht  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  and  that 
they  confer  with  col.  Knoblauch  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr. 
G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

A  representation  from  John  Beatty,  esq.  commissary-general  of  prisoners, 
was  read,  respecting  the  distressed  state  of  the  officers,  prisoners  in  tlie 
hands  of  the  enemy: 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Papers  relative  to  the  monument  for  the  late  gen.  Montgomery  were  laii 
before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  New-York. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Gibson, 
esq.  auditor-general,  for  the  sum  of  20,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  dischar8;6 
the  residue  of  a  warrant  of  the  president  of  Congress  on  him,  dated  the 
13th  of  September  last,  in  favor  of  the  continental  navy  board,  for  50,000 
dollars ;  the  said  auditor-general  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  quarter-master  general  furnish  the  hon.  the  sieur  Ge- 
rard, minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  witii  such  and 
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so  many  horses  and  such  forage  as  he  shall  direct ;  and  that  he  delWer^  from 
time  to  time,  special  accounts  of  the  prices  of  the  said  horses  and  forage  tt 
the  board  of  treasury. 

A  memorial  from  Bryan  LefTerty,  was  read : 

Ordered;  That  it  be  referred  to  the  l^iard  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

'    WEDNESDAY,  JiiZy  29,  1778. 

A  letter,  from  Silas  Deane»  esq.  late  commissioner  at  the  court  of  Fiance, 
was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  B.  Harrison,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  ii 
Yimoia,  was  read,  enclosing  an  abstract  of  his  mouthly  account : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  pay-roaster  in 
&e  northern  depai-tment,  was  read,  requesting,  as  the  northern  and  aooth- 
em  armies  are  joined,  and  for  sundry  reasons  set  forth,  that  Congress  will 
be  pleased  to  suffer  him  to  resign  his  employment ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Jonathan  TrumbuU,  jun.  esq.  pay-roaster  in  the  nor^bcm 
department,  have  leave  to  resign  his  employment. 

Ordered,  That  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq:  pay  over  the  public  monies  in 
his  hands^to  William  Palfrey,  pay -master  general,  taking  duplicate  receipts, 
and  that  he  transmit  one  of  them  to  the  treasury  board ;  and  that  Mr.  Trum- 
bttll  settle  his  accounts  as  soon  as  maybe. 

Two  memorials  from  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard  were  read,  one  respecting  a 
deserter  from  the  frigate  Chim^re,  and  the  other  respecting  the  sailing  of  Uie 
said  frigate :  ^ 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  marine  committee  laid  before  Congress  two  letters,  one  dated  May 
18th,  the  other  June  Ist,  from  John  Wereat,  continental  agent  in  Georgia, 
complaining  of  the  conduct  of  colonels  White  and  Elbert,  in  the  sale  of 
three  vessels  captured  from  the  enemy,  and  other  papers  relating  thereto : 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  take  proper  measures  forreferriag 
to  the  eovemor  and  council  of  Georgia  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  colo- 
nels White  and  Elbert,  in  the  complaint  against  them  by  Mr.  John  Wereat, 
to  give  the  said  colonels  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  their  defence  ;  ^nd 
that  the  result  of  the  said  enquiry  be  reported  to  Congress  as  soon  as  laay  be. 

A  petition  from  Hector  M'lNeil  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  the  cheralter 
de  la  Neuville,  inspector  to  the  northern  army,  and  sundry  letters  from  ^n. 
Gates  and  brigadier'  Parsons,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration,  and,  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  board  of  war  farther  reported. 

That  Mons.  Noirmon.  de  la  Neuville,  since  the  month  of  December,  has 
acted  as  aid-decamp  to  major-general  Conway,  and  since  tlie  appoiatment 
of  his'brother,  as  inspector  to  tite  northern  army,  has  discharged  the  daties 
of  deputy  inspector  with  uncommon  assiduity  and  much  satifaction  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  northern  army:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  Noirmon  de  la  Neuville  have  the  rank  of  a  major 
by  brevet  in  the  American  army. 

The  board  farther  report,  that  the  reasons  for  which  Mr.  Bryan  L^ferty 
was  made  a  prisoner  of  war  to  the  United  States,  appear  to  them  no  longer 
to  subsist ;  Whereupon, 
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Resolved^  That  Mr.  Bryan  Lefferty  be  di8chan;ed  from  his  parole,  and 
that  the  sum  allowed  him  by  Congress  heretofore  lor  his  support,  be  paid  up 
to  this  time* 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  another  report,  which  was  taken  into  consi- 
dieration ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved^  That  if  any  of  the  states,  in  which  cant.  Bartholomew  Van  Herr 
shall  recruit,  for  his  troops  of  marechasseurs,  shaJi  give  to  persons  inlisting 
id  the  same,  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  the  bounty  allowed  by  the 
state,  in  addition  to  the  continental  bounty,  the  men  so  furnished,  not  being 
inhabitants  of  any  odier  ot  the  United  States,  shall  be  credited  to  the  quota 
of  the  state  in  which  they  shall  be  iniisted. 
.  Resolved,  That  Caleb  Gibbes,  esq.  now  commanding  the  corps  of  guards 
with  the  grand  army,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  major  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Whereas  Mons.  Francis  Joseph  Smith  has  requested  a  commission  to  be 
made  use  of  in  case  of  his  being  made  a  prisoner  while  serving  as  a  volunteer 
in  the  American  army  : 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  Francis  Joseph  Smith  have  a  commission  of  an 
ensign  by  i>revet,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Collins  have  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  July  30,  1778. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard  was  read,  respecting  Mr.  William 
Straker,  taken  on  board  the  English  ship  "  The  Lord  Howe,"  and  sent  ta 
Philadelphia  by  his  excellency  Mons.  the  count  d'Estaing : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolvedf  That  the  commissary  -general  of  prisoners,  be  directed  to  eneage 
in  the  continental  service,  all,  or  as  many  as  he  can,  of  the  seamen  sent  from 
ISfew-York  by  admiral  Gambier,  who  shall  appear  to  be  effective,  or  likely  to 
be  soon  fit  for  service ;  and  that  he  furnish  such  as  will  so  engage,  with  the 
means  of  travelling  to  Boston,  where  they  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  navj  for  the  eastern  district,  to  be  shipped  on  board  the 
continental  vessels  ofwar  fitting  out  at  that  port : 

That  the  said  commissioners  &  authorized  to  make  such  advances  to  these 
seamen  as  is  usual  in  the  port  of  ]|^oston,  making  reasonable  deductions  for 
the  expenses  to  that  place ;  provided  always,  that  this  resolution  shall  ndt 
extena  so  as  to  prevent  any  particular  state  from  applying  in  New- Jersey  for 
such  of  the  seamen  as  belong  to  such  stat^. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  of 
tlie  15Ui  day  of  April  last,  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  board  ;  and,  after 
debate. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  6.  Morris,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Telfair,  and  Mr.  R» 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  col.  E.  Boudi- 
not,  late  commissary -general  of  prisoners,  for  15,000  dollars,  to  enable  hii^ 
to  discharge  some  arrears  of  that  department :  the  said  col.  Boudinot  to  be 
accountable. 

Resolved,  That  5,000,000  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the 
board  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emission  directed  on  the  11  th  day  of  April  last,  and  be  numbered  from 
the  last  nomber  of  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the  fol- 
hiwiog  denominationsj  viz. 
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41fi67  ofthedenonunation 

41,667  of  the  dedomhiation 

of  40  dollan^ 

1,666,680 

or6doyan» 

250,002 

41,667      do.     of  30      do. 

1,250,010 

41,666      do.    of  5    do. 

208^"^ 

41,666      do.     of  20      do. 

833.320 

41,667      do.    of  4    do. 

166,66g 

41,666      do.     of    8      do. 
41,666      do.     of   7      do. 

«jq«3  'loa 

291,662 

5,0X^000 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Richard  Manrea  and 
Samuel  Shaw,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considentiiKi ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  persons  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  all  other  the  inhabitants  thereof,  to  give  the  earliest  infor- 
mation to  Congress  or  other  proper  authority  of  anj  misconduct,  fraacls  or 
misdemeanors  committed  by  any  officers  or  persons  in  the  service  of  these 
statein,  which  may  come  to  their  Knowledge. 

Whereas,  a  suit  has  been  commenced  by  Esek  Hopkins,  esq.  against  Ri- 
chard Marven  and  Samuel  Shaw,  for  information  and  complaint  by  them  and 
others  made  to  Congress  against  the  said  Esek  Hopkins,  while  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States : 

Resolved,  That  the  reasonable  expenses  of  defending  the  said  suit  be  de- 
frayed by  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  Congress  furnish  the  petitioners  with  at* 
tested  copies  of  the  records  of  Congress,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Esek  Hopkins,  esq.  to  any  command  in  the  continental  navy,  and 
his  dismission  from  the  same,  and  also  to  the  proceedings  of  Congress  o|ioa 
the  complaint  of  the  petitioners  against  the  said  Esek  Hopkins,  preferred  to 
^Congress  through  the  marine  committee,  as  mentioned  in  their  petition. 

Resolved,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  givin^  audience  to  the  hon* 
sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  his  most  Christian  majesty. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members  to  wait  upon  ^e  hoa. 
sieur  &erara,  and  conduct  him  to  the  audience:  the  members  chosen, Mr. 
R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  July  31,  1778. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  direct  and  superin- 
tend an'  entertainment  to  be  ^iven  by  Congress  to  the  hon.  sieur  Grerard,  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  from  his  most  Christian  majesty,  on  Thursday  next, 
the  day  assigned  for  his  public  audience :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Dana,  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  J.  Wadsworth,  commissary -general  of  purchases, 
directed  to  E.  Blaine,  esq.  one  of  his  deputies,  was  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  refeired  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  roembeis  cho- 
sen, Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  Morris  and  Mr.  Holten. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th,  from  the  board  of  war,  with  one  enclosed  from  J. 
Beatty,  esq.  commissary  of  prisoners,  4ated  July  24th,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duer,  agreeabW  to  his  request,  be  excused  frsn  at- 
tending the  committee  appointed  on  the  23d  instant,  to  ascertain  the  pro* 
perty  of  the  eoods,  wares  and  merchandise  in  possession  of  the  inhahitaats 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  at  the  time  it  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  to 
wit,  so  far  as  to  determme  whether  any,  or  what  part  thereof  may  belong  to 
the  king  of  Great-Britain  or  to  anj  of  his  subjects,  agreeably  to  the  resola- 
tion  of  die  4th  of  June  last,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  that  another  be 
appointed  in  his  room:  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Marchant 

An  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  laid  before  Congress,  appointing  the  hon.  vice-presidenti  Mr. 
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Hart,  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Hoge,  a  committee  to  meet  with  the  committee  of 
Congress  of  the  £3d  of  July,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  resolution : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

A  memorial  from  J.  Mitchell,  esq.  deputj quarter-master  general,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  memorial  and  account  of  colonel  M.  Swoope, 

A  petition  from  Mons.  Pierre  Saverit, 

A  petition  from  William  Cooper,  and  a  petition  from  Charles  Berge, 
printer,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Wm.  Storey,  clerk  of  the  navj  board,  in  thg  eastern 
department,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  3200  dollars,  in  favor 
of  Paul  Feager,  it  being  an  advance  made  him  on  account  of  making  mo- 
ney paper. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Randolph,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphiit,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  appointed,  to  superintend  the  making  of  paper  tor  loan- 
office  certificates  ana  bills  of  exchange. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  the  petition  from  the  prisoners  of  war  on  Long-Island  was  referred ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  claims  be  directed  to  examine  the 
estimate  of  the  accounts  due  for  clothing  and  board  for  our  prisoners  of  war 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  of  money  in  specie,  not  exceeding  26,666  £-dd  dol- 
lars, be  issued  to  Elias  Boudinot,  esq.  late  commissary-general  of  prisoners, 
for  the  discharge  of  such  accounts,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chase,  on  the  question  for  pass- 
ing this  part  of  the  report: 


Jfew-Han^)8hire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Maua'wtU'JBay,'  Mr.  S.  Adanu^ 

Dana, 
LoveU, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant^ 
BIr.  Sherman, 
Hosmer, 
A.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer 
Mr.  Scudder, 


no  yw) 


Rhode-'IUand, 
CoimitcUcut, 


Boudinot,  excused. 


Pettnayhania, 
Maryland, 


S.' Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Chase, 
PUter, 
Forbes, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  LAurens^ 
Drayton, 
Matthews^ 
Heyward, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Tttl&ir, 


ay>fly 

ay\ 

oy>»y 
fly") 

fly.' 
«yS 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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on  an>e>l*  froai  the  dtcutooi  of  wl- 
mmlly  court*,  3, 10,  £3,  M,  89, 90, 
9S,  IW,  11!,  1!5,  IKJ,  ITT,  113. 
B  near  comniillec  tqjfniiilnl,  £8, 119. 
on    the   JmpresMDtnt  of   bonei  and 
wa<ron>,10,tl,!S. 

JDstnKtkiiu  to  liw  Indian 
ia  Non-Scoda,  II,  It,  13. 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  ido- 

"*  IB,  97,  98',  99' 

OD  mafutDCi  of  proiiiioa*,  lb. 
on  nr^nished  busiDea,  19, 11. 
an  tho    defence  of  Oeoigin,  36,31 
34,  SS. 
OD  boD«»  due  10  the   aieinorjr  of  | 

nersU  Wairen  ud  Mercer,  18, 

on  Uie  defence  of  the  New-EnoUiid 

StBtd,  31,  3S,  39, 11. 
for  Hipponiog  the  credit  of  the  eoat 

DsnUlcumncy,  37,101. 
fur  discotirHing  uid  preveniiog  di 
■crtion*  from  the  AmerMao  am' 

u,  it,ai 

(0  reviae  the  reculauoa*  of  the  poc. 
office  dcpirUnenl,43,aO,  S9, 113,  IM. 
10    Mippran  interaal  eaenU*,   and 


of  the  eiMny,  ^,  8G,  Hi. 

(oTKcBiing  provii ions  laid  up  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, 77,91, 

for  enDoa  [aging  die  ncnuting  eenice, 
89,  90. 

ton-hear  and  detervine  an  appeal, 
in  the  case  of  ihe  brtgantine  Sher- 
■^   -  B.90. 


.    Ecer*,~9!|iaig.' 
fanappraaiag  dieipiriiofioiTinoin 
Delaware,  and  the  eastern  •bora  of 
HaiTUad,96,100,10l. 


if  n^orfeaenl  Scboflt 


lormppljiDclheamTiiithfredibMf, 

99, 103, 144. 

for    qiecdiljr  reinfoccing  ihe  arnn, 

no,  101, 106. 

fiir  calling  out  tin  nilitia  of  Dela- 

iraro,  lOS,  108. 
on  loHof  pravi^onialDanboiy,  111. 
to  prepare  an  addreH  to  ike  iahabh- 
anu  of  ibe  Uailed  Slatea,  111,  114, 
MIloSlS. 
on  Ihe  auie  of  Penq^^lTaaia,  111. 
for  defiaying  the  expeuao*  of  the  cbt> 

rent  jear,  130, 163. 
on  Ihe  niemnij  of  brigadier.ee9erat 


Isuni  to  coBTe;  prorUon*,  143. 
for  nipplviDg  IbeUnitsd  Suteawilh 
nil,  14e,^e3. 


aear  Billim- 

xtia,  to  be  given  I9 

commarce,  IBS.  ('See  Ommtrtt} 
the  Mate  of  Georgia,  10S,»G,1I0, 


on  boude  and  aeci^lt 
publio  office  I 


136,  U7,  Ut;  S44,  384,  431. 


and  MooDt  IndepeDdeaa 

'         136,  U7,Ut.S4 
on  the  Btate  of  olbiri  _    _ 

depannent,  113,11^116. 
on  anai,Lc.  porehaaed  Gir  the  Brmt, 
114,  lift, 
oa  the  ilata  of  the  wcMem  Grontien, 

aad  of  ihe  aortbcni  departBaBI,Xt9. 


m 


max. 


for  calling  •ut  the  milMa  of  PeDB- 

gflvania,  umd  the  neighboahiig 
tatM,  f35, 236. 

for  liidMui  affairs,  S79. 

to  prevent  intereoarw  with  die  ene- 
my, 281. 

on  extraordiDary  expemiesof  the  pre- 
gident  of  CongrMS,  290. 

OB  a  BMtion  for  reeraiiiBff  the  armv, 

289,2^. 

to  arapare  a  plan  for  •opferintendiog 
tne  coBuninnry  and  qoarter'niaster 
tfenenit's  departnenu,  900, 349. 

Id  taquire  ioto  the  conduct  of  Oeoive 
Morgan,  900, 342. 

to  prepare  a  recomnendation  for  a 
day  of-  general  dianlugifing,  307, 

909, 310. 

for  directiiiff  the  future  operation*  of 
general  Uates,  311,  313. 

OB  a  Uho'tion  reapeeting  the  coBvention 
of  Saratoea,  316. 

on  adduionaiaiticles  of  confederation, 

3^933. 

on  appiicatMHu  of  foreign  officers, 
322, 328,  3^9,  335.  (  See  Foreign 
Appfkations.) 

to  revise  aud  airange  the  articles  of 
confederation,  &c.  327. 

on  Indian  depredations  on  the  west- 
ern frontiers,  336. 

for  making  motasses  and  spirits  from 
the  jnice  of  corn-stalks,  335. 

on  a  supply  of  provisions  for  the  ar- 
my, 349, 355. 

on  regulations  for  the  clothier-gene- 
ral's  department,  350. 

for  canning  on  a  winter's  campaign, 

353. 

Oil  the  causes  of  the  evacuation  of 
fort  Meroer,  and  failure  of  the  ex- 
pedition against  Rhode-kland,  354, 

355, 370. 

of  conference  with  the  Assembly  of 
Fennaylvania,  356, 366. 

for  trauHlating  articles  of  confedera- 
tioD,  and  preparing  an  address  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  356,368. 

for  catling  in  paper  money  of  the 
States,  emittM  under  authority  of 
Great-Britain,  358,  359. 

OB  a  loan  of  mqney,  358,  859. 

on  interceptfd  letters  from  Owen 
Jones,  366, 367. 

for  subsisting  the  Ameriean,  and  dts- 
irt'siiing  the  enemy's  army,  366, 368. 

on  office  rs  taken  prmoners)  and  parol- 
ed by  tiie  enemy,  371. 

OB  the  rise  of  the  expeditloB  against 
Rhode-Island,  373. 

on  the  wants  of  the  army,  384, 418. 

to  prevent  the  employment  or  dtsaf- 

teclcd  persons  in  important  offices, 

384,  413,  427, 428, 439. 

,to  revise  the  regulations  for  the  com- 
missarios'  de|»rtment,  406, 455. 

on  the  state  of  affaim  in  Geoivia, 

^,421,444, 

on  a  resolution  relative  ts  officers  of 
the  navy,  412, 413. 

to  prepare  a  manifcaiB  on  injurious 
treatment  of  priaoners  taken  by  the 
enemy,  416. 

OB  a  reaolutioB  respecting  the  pur- 
chase of  snlt,  418. 

^n  the  hospital  departmenti  431. 

d>a  Indian  affiiirsi  425. 


BsaBmeamaei 
Comnutlee  oB  a  eoBtmoc  for 
BOB.  439. 
OB  a  oay  of  geaeral  fosiuw.  hamilia- 

tion,  and  prayer,  460, 4S9. 
cm  ooireqsondenco  between  the 
missary-aeneral  of 
his  depaiaes,  475. 
on  bonds  to  be  nven  bj  i 

trusted  with  pwlic  aMMem,  477. 
OB  nnrebnnes  of  wheat  ana  Aoar  for 

the  army,  490. 
to  inquire  into  the  condact  of  Dr. 

William  Shippen,  497. 
on  a  ecrtificaie  relative  to  the  eaadacf 

of  Geoige  Moigan,  500. 
OB  a  slaiemeht  respecting  the  foihnv 
of  the  exseditioa  agaiast  Rhode- 
Island,  M. 
on  terms  to  foreign  officers  and  sol- 
iieiB)  to  becosse  citiseas,  613, 5if7. 
to  prepate  instmctioas    to    scaer J 

Gaieft,  514,  619. 
to  examme  avidenee,  lie.  on  the  cva- 
caation  of  Tieonderoira  and  Bkam 
Independencoj  631,  SS7. 
to  prepare  the  iorm  of  ratiiiaiiuB  ai 
the  treaties  with  France,  537, 538. 
to  prepaid  an  address  to  Che  iahafait- 
ants  of  the  United  Statea,  541,542, 

543,544 
OB  obtaSaing  and  filing  copies  ol  miii> 

tarv  eommissioBs,  &4. 
on  iniistment  of  troops  to  serve  dsv* 
.     ing  the  war,  665. 
for  regulating  expresses,  and  rectify- 
ing abuses  m  the  getter*]  post  officr , 

571 
for  preventiBg  intercoarse  with  the 

enemy,  689, 59S. 
on  a  letter  from  the  Britiah  commia- 

sioners,  590,  691, 6^ 
to  nreparf  a  circular  letter  to  the 

States,  618. 619, 690. 
on  the  establishment  of  a  new  board 
of  tfcasary,  637. 
Cook  Noah,  chaplain  to  hoapital,  27D. 

colonel  W.  his  resignadoa  accepted, 468. 
Coor  James,  vt.  brigantine  Hannah,  appeal  ia 

the  case  of,  1 12. 
Confederation,  articles  of,  considerMi,  82, 101, 

116, 126, 176, 180,  »,  £72, 

278,  279, 280,  287, 288,  S99, 

301 ,  902 .  309 ,  304^  306,  306, 

307,  316,  319,  3&9>,  330  lo 

396,  39S,  337. 

addilioBal  articles  W,  324  lo  327. 

amendments  pro^iosed  by  Sates, 

tothe  nrticleaor^,600,601, 

603  to  608,  610  to  616. 

articles  of,  ratified  by  Coagreas, 

608, 609,  618. 
CottgrMB  direct  George  Mackintosh  to  be  appre- 
beaded  and  secured,  h 
propose  aa  exchange  of  nix  Hesaiaa 

field  oflicers  for  general  Lee,  2. 
authorise  an  agreement  relaiive  lo  the 

Bopply  of  pritoners  of  war,  2. 
remonstrate  against  the   ignosuaioas 
treatment  by  the  enemy  of  Bkhacd 
Stockton,  3. 
determine  ou  retaliation  for  itt-treat- 
meut  of  piisoaers  by  the  enemy,  4, 

46,162,386. 

direct  an  inqaiiy  r^irtive  to  ptoviaioas, 

Itc.  stored  Ik-  Wm.  Kenaon,  6. 

dismias  Dr.  Morgau  and  Dr. 

from  the  public  senrice,  7. 


filDSX* 


tarn 


CM  direct  mmsioes  of  proviMoat  to  be 
piovideain  the soatnern dep«rtfnent| 

8,9. 
resolve  ^to  lappoit  the  eredit  of  the 

cootioeiital  cunreaey;  12. 
borrow  two  aiilUoiis  of  dollars,  It.  14. 
aatboriie  Baoney  to  be  borrowea  on 

loan-office  ceitificates,  14. 
order  repealed,  Ml. 
approve  of  the  exertkms  made  for  the 
defence  of  New-Tork   and  New- 
Jersey,  16. 
xeqaire  Alaiyland  militia  to  join  gene- 
ral Washington,  SO. 
establish  a  gaud  at  or  near  Kittanning, 
in  Pennsylvania^  90. 
their  resolve  relative  to  the  deliveiy  of 

arms,  &c.  21, 

22. 

the  settlement 

<^    accooats 

of  the  army, 

22,  8. 

<ake  measorea  £9r   the   defence  of 

Georgia,  25,34,05. 
honor  the  memory  of  generals  Warren 

and  Mercer,  28, 82,  83. 
direct  insorgents  in  Somerset  and  Wor- 
cester  eoanties,   Maryland,   to  be 
seised  and  secured,  30. 
aathonse  the  importation  of  clothing 

and  military  stores,  33. 
take  measures  to  discourage  desertions 

from  the  American  army,  38. 
their  recommendation  to  sundry  states, 

42. 
resolve  to  adjourn  from  Baltimore  to 

Philadelphia,  43. 
order  suspended,  51. 
their  instroctioos  to  Virginia  and  Ma- 
ryland respecting  the  eaatem  shore 
counties,  43. 
borrow  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  on 

ban-office  certificates,  4^ 
order  deserters  to  be  apprehended  and 

tried,  50. 
iflsoe  more  bills  of  credit,  52. 
renew  the  order  for  their  removal  finom 

Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  52. 
their  resolve  respectiag  the  distillation 

of  grain,  52. 
neet  at  PhSadelpbia.  54. 
their  regnlations  of  the  army,  74. 

respecting  captures,  75. 
of  the  homital  depart- 
ment, 76,  78  to  81, 
83,84, 
take  measures  for  opposijv  the  pro- 
gress of  the  enemy^  84}  8u> 
GQfCourage  the  recrmting  service,  89, 

90,91,211. 
take  measures  for  the  defence  of  renn- 

^Ivania,  $1,  93. 
Ibroid   distinguishing  appellaiions   to 
be  given  to  continental  regiments,  94. 
direct  the  removal  of  stores  and  pro- 
visions (rom  Philadelphia,  94, 

95. 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  ene- 
my's conduct  to  be  published, 

*7, 98,  99. 

an  iuquiiy,  at  his  request,  into 

the  conduct  of  gen.  Schuyler, 

99. 
tones  in  Delaware  and  Mary- 
land, to  be  disarmed,  and  eon- 
fined,  100,101. 

OX..  II.  82 


Congress  direct  ^kfficers  on  the  recruitang  sei^ 

vice  to  account  for  moneys 
received  by  them.  109. 
paymasters  to  settle  their  ac- 
counts, 109. 
pay-rolls  of  militia  to  be  esca- 
mined  and  a4|usted^  by  the 
commissioners  of  claims,  110. 
explain  their  resolution  of  the  5di  «^ 

November,  1776,  110. 
fix  the  pay  of  commissioners  of  army 

accounts.  111. 
direct  the  removal  of*  provisions  from 
Derby,  &c.  111. 
the  purchase  of  cattle  to  be  sent 
to  Ulster  county,  New-Torit, 

HI. 

wheat  to   be   removed  from 

Duchess^  &c.  New-York,  to 

Coanecticnt,  111. 

a  supply  of  cattle  for  the  use 

of^  the  army,  112. 
sah  to  be  sent  to  Ulster  eona- 

ty,New-Tork,  112. 
troops  to  be  innoculated  at 
Dumfries,  in  Viiiginia,  112. 
muster-rolls  to  be  made  and 
authenticated,  114. 
dischai|[es  to  be  given,  on  set- 
tlement of  accounts.  115. 
furnished  with  a  statement  oi  seneral 
Schuyler's  receipts  and  expenditures, 

115, 116. 
issue  new  commissions  to  eammanders 

of  private  ihipe  of  war,  120, 121. 
their  resolve  relative  to  withholding 

the  pay  of  soldiers,  122. 
direct  commissaries  to  setde  dieir  ac- 
counts, 124. 
warrants  of  general  officers  to 
specify    partieular   service. 

124. 
treasury  bank  notes  to  be  issu- 
ed for  kttinry  prises,  126. 
regotaie  the  quaner-sMster's  depart- 
ment, 126  to  129. 
al  low  pay  to  officers  of  the  flying  camp, 

parMed  by  tbe  enemy,  131. 
prohibit  office  rs,  &c .  from  taking  horses 

without  authority,  131. 
consider  a  claiai  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Charlei^Qiwn,  for  damages  done  by 
the  enemy,  132. 
haaonr  the  mesMicy  of  genaral  Woos- 
ter,  133,  168. 
r  infonnatiott  to  tha  preftklent  of 


Penasylvaaia  aad 
be  called   into 


Delaware^  133. 


dicect  the  mitit 
MaiyJ 
ii^ice, 

lo    Virginia 
troopa,  to  be  appraised  and 
paid  for,  134. 
a  horse,  «c.  to  be  nresented  to 

genend  Arnold,  134. 
an  emission  of  bills  of  credit, 

135, 136, 137. 
blank  coaimissioas  lor  Marylaad 
oflkers,  135. 
their  direction  to  the  depn^  pay-naHir 

eneral,  in  Virginia,  136. 
measures  to  remove  romplaiali  of 
Indians,  142. 
encourage  desertions  fron  the  eBei«y*a 

army,  149. 
directa  retu m  to  be  mada of  rsf  1  tat- 
al  chaplains,  150. 


tmrnx. 


Cmfftn  direct  ckMhing  to^M  farnichcd  ibe   Cong 

amy.  10S. 
ApolkMMorris  to  be  confined,153. 
the  militm  of  Delaware  to  be 
called  into  senricci  IM. 

reflate  the  eominiMary-geDenU't  de- 
partment, 164  to  161. 

cUhn  aathority  to  protect  their  mem- 
•  ben  from  inaaltylSS. 

order  Qonning  Bedford  to  tapnear  be- 
fore tbew  and  answer  for  his  coo- 
duct,  164. 

decide  on  a  high  breach  of  their  privi- 
leges, 166. 

direct  ^neral  Arnold  to  take  command 
of  militia,  166. 

fix  the  pay  of  commissaries,  &c.  167. , 

empower  general  officers,  command- 
ing separate  departments,  to  grant 
pardons,  170. 

comnnmications  from  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania  to,  ITS,  SS4. 

their  directions  to  jreneral  Heath  in 
the  case  of  Peter  P.  Frve,  173. 

establish  a  corps  of  invalids,  173, 174, 

196,  197. 

tilieir  directions  to  the  commissaiy-ge- 
nera)  of  prisoners,  177. 

decide  on  the  |ietition  of  Jonas  Fay 
and  otherS)  inhabitants  of  ^ew- 
Hnmfwhire  grants,  183. 

their  opinion  or  the  representation  of 
Thomas  Toong,  183. 

expresB  their  dinpprobation  of  letters 
uPom  seietu^ffieneral  officers,  196. 

take  measnres  for  a  foil  representation 
of  the  states,  198. 

•Bthorise  the  appointment  of  a  geogra- 
pher and  sorveror  of  roads,  a06. 
r^eetan  appUeauon  Of  Wm.  Franklin, 

207. 

direct  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  to 

be  called  into  service,  208. 

an  nHpiir^  into  causes  of  the 

evaonatioii    of    Ticonderoga 

-   and  Monnt  Iadependence,208. 

a  removal  of  late  proprietaiy  of- 

AcevB,  iui.  from  Philadelphia, 

210. 
places  of  rendesvons  to  be  ap- 
pointed,  212. 
'  direot  absent  officera  to  Join  their  re- 
spective corps,  212. 
iasne  a  n«r  emissiott  of  bHla  of  credit,i 

212. 
etnekler'  the  stale  of  alfoirs  in  the 

northern  department,  213, 214. 
appoint  toneral  Gales  to  lake  com- 
mand there,  tl5. 
author ite  a  nsqnisiiion  of  militin  to  re- 

inforee  the  northern  army,  216. 
feoenimcnd  the  working  of  n  lead- 
mine  discovered  in  Maiyhind.  220. 
direct  an  inqairy  into  the  oonaoct  of 

Dr.  John  nloigaa,  221. 
wMhuiiae  the  oomssanding  general  in 
the  northern  department  to  suspend 
officers,  227. 
add  a  new  rote  to  their  standing  mles 

and  orders,  227. 
directatntemcnts  tobemade  of  moneys 
•dvanced  end  ekpeaaes  hieurMd  for 
prisoners  of  war,  227. 
determine  to  support  the  ciril  authori- 
ty of  the  several  states,  232. 
nr  inscructioas  to  New-Hampshire 
in  the  case  of  general  Stark,  232. 


call  forth  the  militin  of  Pennsyliaa^ 
Delaware,  MarrlHnd,  iLVirniaia,  S3E. 
their  resolve  relative  to  n  oeieimiM 
tkm  of   qncntiuus  k 


roc  led  to  tbe 
cnncai»e,SMI. 
their  regulation  in  the 

votes  oi  members  froiB 

prcsentMly  944. 
urge  the  speedr  march  of 

the  defence  of  Philaclelfibia, 
their  contemplated  renKyralftom 

ladelphia  to  Lancaater,  SGB 
order  toe  public  papers  to  be 


information  relative  to 

s|rainst  the  U.  States,  given  to,  265 
the»r  determination  thereon,  266. 
their  instruction  to  governor  living- 

ston^  of  New^Jersey,  268. 
aothonce  the  taking  vf  provisioas  hr 

use  of  the  Amerienn  nrHy,  21^,  XS 

meet  at  Lancaster,  >  in  PeHi^hama, 

nt  Yorktown, )  S7D. 

decide  upon  the  boars  of  their  meet> 

ing  and  adjoamment   finam  dsf  is 

da^,  270, 340,  974. 
rescind,  in  part,  their  reeohitm  of  tbe 

23d  of  March,  1776,  S79. 
their  regulations  concern ii^ 

of  war,  278. 
prescribe  the  punishment  to  be  ii 

ed  on  persons  eonvicied  of  faani^ 

magasines,  vessels,  lie.  S78. 
decide  that  each  stnte  shall  h^n  one 

vote  in  determining  qnestiens,  280. 
their  directions  to  colonel  John  White, 

of  Georgia,  281. 

prohibit  si^iplies  to^orU 

.  the  enemy,  281 ,  VBt. 

their  thanks  to|^  .WaiMngton,fcc.Se 

their  decision  in  cases  of  encsnr's  vm> 

sels  brought  in  by  their  nsmos  or 

mariners,  288. 
encourage  die  leewiitjag  sen  it*  and 

apprebendiiie  of  deserters,  2SS. 
express  then-  oisapprohation  of  aa  sd 

of  the  Asaembly  of  < 
their  resolve  in  the 

Suflivan,  297. 
lecommend  pence  and 

cultivated  by 

tribes,  297. 
aatborice  the  commia 

and  Spain  to  remove  nni  nppoint 

acenlB  and  factors,  298. 
nnthorise  the  importation  of  salt  for 

the  arm^,  299. 
direct  an  inqniry  into  the  eoodeet  of 

O^nrije  Mormin,  380. 
resignation  of  John  Hancock  i 

dent  of,  906. 
mthorhte  their  Secretary  to 

OS  President  untH  n  new 

mnde,  965. 
direct  mortars  to  be  cast  at  SalidbaiT 

ifon-wofte,  306. 
reeommend  a  day  to  be  set  apart  for  a 

general  thanksgiving,  307, 309,  310. 

317. 
elect  Henry  Laamis,  of  South-Caro- 
lina, their  president,  309. 
honor  the  memoryoftirigadier-grnprs^ 

Naah,  312. 
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M,  tboir  ibMks  to  «ig«r*gf  Aertl*  Gmlct, 
Linoola,  tMl  Arnold.  SIS. 
issue  more  bills  of  credit|  317. 
dirtei  g«aer«l  Heath  to  furnish  a  de« 
scriplif «  list  ofpriioMn  taken  at 
Saratoga,  320,  321. 
rtquett  geaeral  Mifflia  to  aet  as  qoar- 
ter-master  general  until  another  is 
Mipointed  and  <|iialiliedf  321. 
,    authoriae  olotluog  and  oulitary  storM 
I       to  be  imported  for  the  army,  321. 
direct  an  iaquiff]r  into  the  treatment  of 
Aiaeripan  priaoaars  takteo  by  the 
enemy,  339. 
,    take  meanres  for  conciliatiof  Indimnt 
on  the  western  frontiers,  341, 343. 
recal  Silas  Deane  (rom  the  court  of 

Fiaiiee,342. 
direct  an  inquiry  into  the  deBciency  of 
arms,  &a.  taken  ai  Saruioga,  343, 

their  instmctioiis  to  the  commisaioMrs 

at  the  coufta  of  Europe,  344, 645. 

recomoi^ud  the  raising  of  money  by 

taxes,  345, 34(3, 347. 

the  raising  of  money  on 

loan-ofiice    ceiiificatcs, 

o^i',  o4o,  o47. 

a  regulation  of  the  price  of 

profisioas,  4i«.  31^7. 
a  re-inliatment  of  soldiers 

in  Viii^inia,  W, 
confturatioa   and  sale   of 
forfeited  estatea,  362. 
f     direct  an  inquiiy  into  the  loss  of  forts 
MoB^fMneiyy  Clinum,  and  Mifllin, 

354. 

direct  an  inquiry  into  the  failure  of  the 

jcapediUoa    against    Rbode-Island, 

354. 
authorise  an  applicatloa  for  passports 
to  convey  protisioas,  he,  to  British 
and  German  prisoners  of  war,  356. 
authorise  a  contract  with  Alexander 
Qillon  for  cfothiag,  arms,  and  am- 
munition, 356, 356. 
direct  the  rank  of  generals  AmoM, 
Woodford,  and  Soott,  to  be  esta- 
blished, 356. 
not  willing  to  accept  the  resignation  of 

colonel  opotswood,  357. 
detarmine  tne  port  of  embarkatmn  of 

tfoops  taken  at  Saratoga,  3if7. 
the ir  feaoke  relative  |o  the  marquis 

La  Fayette.  357. 
authorise  a  loaa  hi  Europe  of  two 

miUioBS  sterling,  359. 
advise  the  siatM  Id  call  in  theirpaper 
BBoaey,  amitied  under  the  autnority 
of  Great  Britam,  369. 
take  meaaores  to  mippress  ihe  ipirit  of 
toryiMi  10  Sussex  opumyt  Pchware, 

359. 
proneaa  tbe  eichange  of  baion  de  St. 

Ouary,  360. 
direct  a  »ew  f>misrion4>f  bill*  4»f  credit, 

360. 
their  ne«ch  to  the  ai&  nacbns  «#  In- 
dians, 361,362,  J63. 
ibeir  JneinictiMa  to  the  nom^iissioners 

ofIi»diMiaAurt,368. 
xecMtPiesd  a  repeal  of  the  laws  of 
Peniuylvania  relative  to 
substitutes,  364. 
the  preeervation  of  pine 
timber  in  New-Hamp- 
•hire,  lie.  364. 


Coogreea  tufe  the  apeedy  reluraof  SiIm  Deawi  - 
to  the  United  States,  366. 
urge  sundry  states  to  vend  on  their  de- 
legates, 367, 368, 476. 
tfie  neceatity  of  regular  eupplies 

to  the  army)  368, 369. 
auiboriae  a  (further  inquiry  into 
the  failure  of  the    expedition 
agaiast  Rhode-Iehmd,  371 ,  372. 
Henry  Laurene  ofiers  bin  resignation 
at  president  of-^OBftideral|oa  post- 
poned, 371. 
direct  the  reaM>val  ef  f  ati}«  from  Kent 

county^  Delaware,  374. 
information  givea  1^  eolonel  Bawlins 

to,  374.  376. 
express  their  opiaioo  on  the  expoeed 

Mlvation  of  f^ew'Jaraey,  376. 
their  reguUlions  for  the  wWistence  of 

prisoners  of  war,  377. 
authorise  Virginia  troepe  to  receive 

money  in  lieu  of  clothing,  377. 
take  meaturee  te  supply  the  army  with 

clothing,  379,  380. 
their  cireular  letter,  381, 381, 
conatider  the  convention  Vide  at  Sara- 
toga, 384,  386,  392, 393, 397  to  400, 

402. 
authorise  the  sue penaioa  of  navy  offi- 
cers, in  certaia  oanes,  387. 
grant  one  Bwath't  additional  pay  to  the 

army,  387.  449. 
dismiss  Esek  Hopkins  from  the  pub- 
lie  asrvie^,  382. 
their  reeoaunendation  to  the  cler^  in 
behalf  of  sick  soMiers  in  hospitals, 

394. 
fix  on  a  day  for  drawing  the  U.  S.  lot- 
tery, 396. 
direct  payasent  for  back  rations  due 
to  oncers  atatioaed  at  fort  Montgo- 
meiy,  9vp. 
'  tssae  more  bills  of  eredit,  397, 
suapend  the  embarkation  of  general 

Bur^yne  and  his  army,  400. 
withorae  a  plan  for  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  oontinental  battatipns,  401. 
their  directions  to  general  H«ith  and 
the  executive  eouncil  of  Blassachu- 
aetts,402. 
authorise  the  eeiaure  of  salt  imported 
from  Curracoa  into  Baltimore,  402, 

403. 
their  reaplve  respeoting  the  snbeisteace 

of  general  Burgoyne^s  annyi  403. 
direct  pa^eat  tp  be  OMUic   to  the 
troops  m  the  northern  difwrtment, 

^104, 406. 
urae  the  eaMera  stales  to  fornish  and 
Keep  up  their  quotas  of  troops,  404. 
authorise  the  appoiotmeat  of  staff  offi- 
eers,  fw  Iflnport,  404 
the  impressment  of  provisioos 
for  tae  northern  errny,  404. 
accept  of  general  Spencer's  resigna- 
tioa  whea  relievea  fippai  -his  com- 
mand, 404. 
authorise  rum  to  be  impertefi  for  the 

army,  406. 
empower  Massachmefts*  hoAfd  of  war 

to  pnrqhaas  0our,  406. 
accept  the  o4«red  eervices  of  baron 

9tealnn,405. 
direct  flour  to  be  depoeited  in  Penn- 
sylvan^i  407. 
the  mwchase  of  fo|  cattle  and 
sahcd  w^H  ^t  ihe  «rmy ,  407. 
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for  the  mmauSmt' 
tare  of  neel,  401. 

bofrow  tea  MiDioM  of  doUen  oa  kNUi- 

oftce  ceftiioaiee»  409. 
dMir  allowaace  to  ofteenof  the  araiy, 

410. 
ree  fcr  the  relief  of  priioiH 
erttakea  by  the  eaeonr,  414,416, 416. 
Me  amre  bilb  of  credrt,  417. 
■ditMHUiUy  dieeharge  Israel  Pead>er- 
lOB   aad  other*  from  eoaf  oeaent, 

42S,  433. 
the  qaarternaaeter  geaeral   lo 
reader  aa  aceoaat  of  hn  public  ex- 

preecr^  dM  fena  of  aa  oath  to  be 
tahea  bj  dtil  aad  aulitair  ofliceri, 

427,428,489. 
wgahU  the  qaarter-aMster  feaeral'e 
departaieBt,  432. 
the  iMMpital  departaMBt,  4S3 

to  436. 

their  recoauMadatioa  to  the  execa- 

tive  aad  leaiilative'aothoriliee  of  the 

Uailed  Stalee,  437. 

direct  aa  iaqairy  iato  the  ooodnctof 

■Iraacert  of  iinpicioat  character*, 

437. 
regalate  the  dcpartaeat  of  coMmiMurr- 

aathortM  aiegaiiae*  of  provietoa*  to 
be  hdd  apforthe  anBT,444, 440,446. 
i»ae  Bote  bill*  of  cf«dl^  446. 
their  reoaiatioB  on  the  several  itale* 

for  miTitia,  4M,  409. 
prescribe  the  paaishaieBt  of  traitors, 

aasassias,  aad  spies,  409, 460. 
aathorise  a  ooanany  of  baket*  to  be 
raiiea,  wkf* 
troops  of  light  horse,  for  a 
limited  tine,  463, 464. 
permit  geaeral  Beigoyae  and  other 
British  oflkers  to  retara  to  Eagbad, 
on  oonditioBS,  464, 465. 
approve  of  the  proceediass  of  the  go- 
vernor of  New-Jerse]!^  473, 474. 
regalate  the  departaieot  of  the  coBUtia- 
sanr-gene  ral  of  purchases,  476, 477, 

Ml,  612. 
re(|aire  informatioo  of  the  measares 
taken  by  the  iodividoal  states,  480. 
anthorise  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of 

war,  482, 483. 
arge  the  several  states  to  coaiplete  their 

quotas  of  troops,  484,  688. 
take  Bieasores  lor  securing  sMgaxiaes 

of  provisions,  485. 
their  resolve  reipectiag  the  comomnd 
of  troops  ia  the  nortlmi  departaMat, 

486. 
direct  a  new  emissioB  of  bills  of  credit, 

499,609. 
audwrise  militia  to  be  called  out  oa 

public  service,  499. 
their  instructions  to  FMnisylvania  and 

New>Jersey,  516. 
aathorise  the  appoiotmeat  of  geaeral 
courts-martial,  517, 689. 
an  iaquiry  into  the   loss  of 
the  Yirgbia  frigate,  617, 

618. 
direct  a  plan  for  the  general  operatioasl 

of  the  campaiga,  518. 
issae  mora  bdbof  credit,  618.  < 
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gr«M  aotborise   MBeni  M'laUMh  to  pur- 
chaae  clottiag,  iS79. 

their  letters  to  K>rd  Howe  md  sir 
Heniy  Clinloa,  679, 680. 

MiCboriae  Che  defeaoe  of  Northnmber* 
land  COQD^.  FenDfylYaDHi,681. 

MdMrisethe  bqrw^  an  eaberfo  oo  ex* 
portatkui  of  provinoBft,  681. 

their 'circniar  letter  to  the  states,  68S, 

684. 

aatborise  an  expeditioa  agaiasi  De- 
troit, 68^,  586. 

sttead  the  foaeral  of  Philip  Lifingstoo, 
a  de^sate  fion  New-York,  6b7. 

reoeive  ao  ofiensive  letter  from  the 
British  ooawiiseioiiere,  688. 

their  answer,  69f. 

prohibit  correspondence  with  the  ene- 
my, 69t. 

direet  the  pnrohase  of  loods,  be.  for 
the  western  Indians^  a96, 

consider  the  proceedwgs  of  states  on 
the  articles  of  confederatioa,  696, 

697. 698, 600. 

iaeoe  more  bitta  of  credit,  696, 697. 

order  the  arrest  and  coDinemeot  of 
Cornelius  Sweers,  697, 610. 

determioe  lo  adkMim  fkom  York&own 
to  Philadelphia,  601. 

take  measores  to  celebrate  the  anni- 
versary of  American  Independence, 

602. 

regolate  colonel  Armand's  corps  of 
troope,  602. 

resolve  on  the  deience  of  the  eaAem 
department^  60S,  608. 

their  ratification  of  the  articles  of  coa- 
foderation,  608  to  616, 629, 631. 

meet  at  Phibdelphia,  616. 

their  nnanimons  vote  of  thanks  to  fen. 
Washinfton,  lie.  616. 

direct  statements  of  clothing  to  be  fur- 
nished, 617. 

their  instructions  to  Blaryland  and  Vir- 
ginia relative  lo  British  vessels  of 
vrar.  617. 

their  letter  to  the  states  of  Delaware, 
Blaiyland,  and  Geocg^.  620. 

<firect  a  co-operation  oi  the  American 
widi  the  French  forces,  621 . 

take  measures  for  the  reception  of  the 
siear  Gerard,  621, 622,  m. 

their  regulations  respecting  prisoners 
of  war  taken  by  the  French  squad- 
ron, 624. 

aatborise  the  appoiatoMnt  of  a  treasu- 
ter  of  loans,  624. 626. 

refuse  to  answer  a  letter  from  the  Bri- 
tisbeommissioiiera,  627. 

order  LodwigKarcher  to  be  seiied  and 
ascuied,  628. 

«Booorace  the  collection  and  pubUca- 
tioB  of  Haaard's  state  papers,  628, 

629. 

suspend  the  ezpeditioo  against  De- 
troit, 6SS. 

take  measures  lo  prevent  hostile  incnr- 
akMM  of  the  Indians,  638, 634. 

their  resolve  relative  to  treatment  of 
prisoners  of  vmr|  634. 

direct  an  mquiiy  into  the  conduct  of 
cokmels  White  and  Elber^  636. 

encourage  the  inlistment  of  etbctive 
seamen,  637. 

iasae  more  bilb  of  credit.  637, 638. 

anthorite  the  defence  or  a  suit  com- 
»tnced  by  Esek  Hopkins,  £38. 


Connecticut,  delegates  from,  2, 446. 

cavauy  ordered  to  be  paid,  35. 
money  advanced  to,  26, 48, 57, 76. 
113, 182,  361, 378, 421, 497, 608! 

609. 
pine  timber  growing  in,  to  be  pre- 
served, 364* 
urged    to   complete   its   quota  of 

troops,  688. 
proposes  amendments  to  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  601. 
Connolly,  Dr.  proceedings  respecting,  76, 77. 

ordered  to  be  coofined,  287. 
Conspiracy  against  the  United  btates,  informa- 
tion given  to  Coni^ress  of  a,  266. 
Conway  Thomas,  brigacfier-general,  124. 

motma  relative  to  the  rank  of, 

negatived,  273. 
resigns  bis  commission,  348. 
money  advanced  to,  595,  596. 
Cornstalks,  discovery  for  making  molasses  and 

spirits  from  the  Juice  of,  335. 
Corps  of  invalids  established,  173, 174, 196, 197. 
Coudray,  Mons.  do,  appointed  inspector-general 
of  ordnance,  with  the  rank  of  major- 
general,'  223. 
ordered  to  New^ersey,  263. 
money  advanced  to,  190,203, 216,250, 

266. 
his  application  complied  with,  266. 
drowned  in  attempting  to  cross  the 

river  Schuylkill,  268. 
interred  with  honors  of  war,  at  the 

public  expense,  268. 
application  for  a  certificate  to  verify 
the  death  of,  306. 
Council  of  war,  commanders  in  chief  not  bound 

by  the  opinion  of  a,  64. 
Court  of  appeals  proposed  to  be  established,  216- 
Courter  Harmau,  money  advanced  to,  675. 

his  application  rejected,  576. 
Courts  martial  for  the  trial  of  officers,  &€.  ap- 
pointment ofgeneral,  617,  529. 
Cowan,  lieut.  Inward,  his  resignation  accepted, 

236. 
Cox  John,  assistant  quarter-master  general,  462. 

directions  of  Congress  to,  608. 
Craig  John,  of.  brig  Richmond,  appeal  in  the 
case  of,  3. 
captain,  money  advanced  to^  124. 

inquiry  into  his  inbstment  of  de- 
serters and  prisoners,  124, 125. 
Crawford  col.  William,  money  advanced  to,  43. 

to  take  command  of  troopo 
in  the  western  depart- 
ment, 342. 
Credentials,  delegates  appear,  and  produce  their. 
2,  8,  26,  27, 30, 44. 1%  64, 73, 77, 131, 144, 
146,  147,  222,  !^,  329, 336, 369,  373, 374» 
391,  409,  423,  446, 494,  606,  626, 664, 674, 

680,622,626. 
Cruise  Walter,  money  advanced  to,  10. 
Cununings  Robert,  money  advanced  to,  34, 99, 

126. 
ordered  to  settle  hisacoounts. 

126. 
Thomas,  to  supply  filaryland  troopa 
with  rations,  33. 
money  advanced  to,  39. 
Currency,  conthiental,  state  of.  considered,  9. 

10,11,12,14,22. 
Cursing  and  swearing  in  the  army,  prohibited  by 

Con^'esB,  61. 
Cashing  Thomas,  ssoney  advanced  to,  1 17. 
"  '  Runamah,  physic  iaa-general,  87. 
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010,  SIS,  616,  en,  SI  «, 

M6,  G60,  6BT,  S90,  &S  O, 

_!5. 

Don«7ean(iiin,bi«  reiignXHin  mioMd,  IIG. 

Itawilcll  Gam,  money  ■dTunceri  lo,  Gl, 

DowDC  SuBuel,  appDlDtei)  Bidiior  of  iccounUiS. 

W  ulu  nil  oub  of  offici  ud  fi> 

deHljr,  4. 
monfiy  Aavanced  to,  f24' 
Dorle  Tbomu,  procecdinn  of  a  coun-manul, 
OB  (he  ina)  of,  471. 
deciaion  of  Congrm  thereon, 


Dnctaeea  niwiI]',New-Iorii,  wheat  10  be  remo*' 

ed  from,  III. 
DiierWillLem,  arkletate  froB  RewToifc,  Tl, 
78,144,329. 
Dnfirid  rereread  George,  appoiotcd  cbaplain  lo 
CadfreH,  tK- 
Samoel,  a  delepita  from  Peon' 


""Sirs 


DiiiuA-ie»,  ifl  VininU,  urixiaera  or  war  •eul  to. 
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bBMnbtioii  or  eontiaeiital  Midieia 
al,  103,  III. 
Dunlap  Joha,  prialer  of  tbe  Jmnnla  of  Coi- 

Dtiighi  nxrerend  Mr.brignde  chaplain, XT8,XT9. 
Dyer  lieu),  cotonel,  bii  reiiiDatioa  accepted, 

EKphalet,  ■  delegate  from  Conneclicnt, 


Bagle,  Khnoner,  eqitnrei  Ihebrii  Joiirph,31. 

Ewtern  shore,  cooniies  of,  Virginia  and  Mar; 

laad,  nediiued  attack  of  the  eDenv  on  the 

EaMon,  in  PennijlTaBii,  militia  to  be  italione 

Ecdei>B*aeal  ehnr 


Eden  William,  Britiih  ci 


_._     (Sot  Btitiih  Comnlalinirr,.) 

EdEHrTkomaa,  money  adiancedto,  fil. 

Eieielberfer  capl.  mnDer  ndianced  to,  301,177. 

Ellen  WiUiain,  a  delente  from  Rhodp-Uand, 

I46,336,se0. 


delegata  from  Cofaec 
eommlmfonar  on  (tie  hilare 


relanii,   and    take*  bii  aeat, 

£65. 

Enbarga  op  exponatiout  of  praTiiion(,lic,445, 

EmbaikalMMi  of  frneral  Bnrgoyae,  ami  hli 
■r,  auapended,  393. 

EmwiDna  of  billi  of  CTrdii,  61,  ISfi,  UC,  137, 
US,  317,  366, 397,  417,  4M,  466, 
467,  499,  a09,  S18,  363,  SX,  S37, 


Enemy,  novenenli  of  their  fleet,  K5,  !)0,  tSS. 
puniahmCBI  of   pErwn*   m[ipKinE,  or 

holdlni  interconrae  with  Ihe,  SSl,  tBI. 
eonimanderr  of  American  prirateera  di- 

n-clrdu.annojlhe,466.   _ 

with  the,  689,  691^ 
Epiniera  Mom.  d»,  pramolrd,  415. 
Erfontcol.D'    (_Sfc  jyErford) 
Erkeleni  Oo^inoa,  money  adisneed  to,  97. 
Enliine  Robert,   geographer  and  aniTejor  of 


prepatedan 


flcn  to  the  eonru  of,  initruc- 
imn  to,  344,  34S. 
Enitace  John,Rn»inted  major,  317. 
Evanp  rererend  tflrael,  brigade  rhanlHJn,  394. 
EkcII  Jevie,  money  ndranced  to,  316. 
Ewing  Samnel,  moner adnneed  In,  111. 

Geoige,  appoTBiBd  commiaaaiT  of  hidet, 

money  edranced  lo,  ^MinG- 
Bicbaoge  oT  priwnera  of  war  proiwiipd.  S,  3, 
'-    '1,  160,  519,358,  360,571, 


ibe  indiani,  S3,  SOS,  5K. 
eomnon  defence  and  general  wel- 
lo  be  paid,  XS8. 


,  __.,eiMico,  VKf,  aw. 
Fully  chn-alier  de,  appmnieif  major,  316. 
promoted,  334. 


.   FafOtte  manjuia  de  ta,  appointed  major-general, 

hitbagpge  ordered  lo  be 
remotrd  to  New-Jer- 

bii  nida-de-eamp   lo  be 


Tmguom  Dt.ffSatk*  tot  tpuafoti  foe,  S9i. 
ntned.tSt. 
FwBOj  Boekt,  brigidier-|MMnl,  oidwod 
fiim  nMnl  0«la,£9. 
ordend  W  head  OMuien,  tl 
Ui  ifiplicatio*  m  praaul 

bulwn  U)  mini  fail  ooaaii*- 

■M.udnMnloFnM      " 

MOB**  MlnMcd  ID  pn  h 

•i«s  u  tbt  WM-UdiB  ,  ._ 

FcriT-lmMi  tm  Hadna  rinr,  iaualim  of  the 

MnBT  to  dmrn,  96. 
rnaia  WUIiw,  Av>9  qmur-ouMr  iMwnd, 

atdetad  w  bThn  ac- 
amobeW  ih« 
boanl»flnwTT, 

Fin-nflB,  fiw  tW  noffittdf  (nnM  baikliH 

iaVir|iH>,3Sa.  ' 

F>n-<hip*  M  be  Coed  on  M  tba  MBtiMMil  a- 

peeee,  19fi,n7,fSS,tM. 

bosin  IB  oAem  ud  Ben  of  tb«, 

SIT.IM. 

Fsber  Htmrj,  la  r*i«  u  iwlepeBdenl  conpaBy, 

for  Ibe  promtioi  of  LewHtom,  in  Delanre, 

7»,  1(77, 1». 

Fitnimanu  Hom>i,  appaialed  ooaaiMioBar 


Fleet    <  See  firiiM  J&M.) 
Fkniiw<%«lM,  Boan  Bdruiced  to,  144. 
Fleari  unm,  aplain  of  euiiMrr*,  138. 
praMBted  with  «  botao,  164. 
pnouted^l. 
FltBM  lobe  in  ported  jJS. 
Floaling  batleriei  oiBadiaa  ri<eT,486. 
Flour  parcbeaed  of  Carter  Biaxlaa,  pika  of, 
•Pprared  tv  Goofre«>,MO. 
to  be  depoiiled   in  Mewaiiliiiwiin  aad 
PenMrUania,  40S,  40T. 
Fla««t  Ba^iamiD,  oonnuBHUT-iBaenl  of  milt- 

Sttore*.  moan  adru- 
lo,  77, 16S,  198,  510, 
M6,3M,  411,419,  430, 


of, 

.as. 

authoricMl    lo  eoglrkct  for 

manureclurini  eleel,  403. 

FalHrOeorgc.aDd  ollien,  their  petitioa  dimiie- 

ed.ei. 

capUin,  acqaiuad,  tod  hiaexpenm  paid. 


iH(kl 

ie,Ksi 


P*tl*t 


aad  Bldin.if*^ 

■a,6U,3t 
flornaa4|»eiiL  tL    ,__ 


Fonfo,  CDBmiuariea  of,  tbeit  dttlr,  116, 12 

IS 

eoBiaandan  of  daparaBeaU  allowei 

It 

Forbea  Jamea,  a  delegate  from  Hairbad,  40 


masx. 


xviT 


Fraaklin  B«Bjwnm,  a  delegate  (torn  Penufflvtt*  j  Frigates  to  be  built  in  Conoeeticat,  SI. 

ni^&*»^4.  I  boildiag  in  Virginia,  to  te  snarded, 

"^     .  -     .  5i9,3fiO. 

IB  the  river  Delaware,  deetmction  of, 

contiDental,   to  co-operate    with    the 
French  iquadron,  621. 
Froit  George,  a  delegate  from  New-Hanpshire, 


WiUiam,  oidered  to  be  cloeely  eoafined, 

102. 
bis   applicatioo   rejected    by 

CoogreM,S07. 
letter  respecting  hie  eonfine- 
meat,  ^99. 
Fradericktown,  Bflaiylaad,  military  eioree  to  be 

remof ed  lo,  Tt,  73. 
gaanl  to  be  Mationed  at,  460. 
Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  ia  Congrete  an- 

thorised,  9S4. 
French  fleet,  informatioa  to  be  giten  to  the,  617. 
French  officers  to  be  os^fully  employed,  or  dis- 

eharged  from  service,  45. 


131. 

obtains  leave  of  absence,  869. 
Frye  Peter  P.   a  deserter,  proceedings  in  the 

case  of,  173. 
Falfofd,  captain,  commander  of  the  armed  brig 

Lexington,  SI. 
declines  acceptance,  3S. 
Fullerton  Hi|mphrey^  money  advanced  to,  301. 


to  be  employed  by  general  Gates  i  Furtooghs  to  be  limited  or  saspended  by  com 
in  the  iiorai«r«  armv.  69.  i      manffaM  in  rhUtf  ±71% 


in  the  northen  army,  69 


manders  in  chief,  470. 


G. 


Gallagher  Jemes,  report  on  his  petition.  49S. 
Galleys  to  be  built  and  equipped  under  state 
authorities,  138,  139. 
to  be  employed  in  transporting  provi- 
sions and  stores,  M6. 
Gamble,  captain,  his  conduct  inquired  into,  ISS. 
Gansevoort,  colonel,  honored  by  Congress,  S6S, 

S76. 
oiTers  to  resign  his  commis« 
sion,  489. 
Garardeau  John  B.  deputy  commissary-general 

of  issues  for  Geoma.  S17. 
Garnet  William,  and  others,  permitted  to  return 

to  the  West  Indies,  60. 
Gatcr,  Biajor-general,  his  opmbn  in  the  case  of 
Donald  Campbell,  16. 
desired  by  Congress  to  resume  the  office 

of  adjutant  ^neral,  46. 
conference  with,  .55. 
to  take  command  at  Tieonderoca,  66. 
to  prevent  the  destruction  of  feny4Miat8 

on  Hudson  river,  95. 
authorised  to  appoint  a  deputy  aid|otaBt- 

geaeral,  99. 
directions  of  Congress  to,  108,  191 ,  S17, 
S77,  314,  dSSj  614, 619,  5^,  SS^,  666. 
to  be  furnished  with  two  troops  of  cavalrv, 

lliS. 
10  tnke  eomamnd  of  the  army  in  the 

northern  department,  S15,  613^  514. 
tends  a  mesnge  by  colonel  Wilkinson, 

310,  311. 
thanks  of  Congress  to,  31S. 
a  gold  medal  to  be  struck  and  presented 

to,31S. 
.to  renwin  in  command  of  tha  army  ia 

New-Tork,  313. 
rebitive  to  de6ciency  ofaras,lu:.  taken 

at  Saratoga,  inquiry  of,  343, 344. 
money  advanced  to^  438, 488. 
to  deposit  an  original  letter  to  kim  from 

general  Burgpvne,  46S. 
appointed  presioent  of  the  tfew  boaid  of 
war  and  ordnance,  358. 
General  courts-martial,  appointment  of,  author- 
ised, SIT 
votes  of  Congress  for  their  ap- 
poiatmenf,  how  regulated,  46. 
officers  commanding  separate  depart- 
menti,  powers  granted  to,  '170. 
Oeoifia,  president  and  council  of,  to  sppreheod 
and  secure  George  Mackintosh,  1. 
to  purchase  and  ecllect  provisions,  8.  ^ 
money  advanced  to,  9, 14, 96, 139,  SOI, 
S08,St8,  S39,  S49,S68,  t79, 817,  SSB, 
369, 373, 463, 584, 553, 698, 610. 
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Georgia,  measures  for  the  defence  of,  S5, 31, 34. 

i5,ffn. 
to  raise  an  additional  company  of  artil* 

leiy,  86. 
Congress  disapprove  of  a  resolve  of  the 

assembly  or,  S96. 
to  cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with 

Indian  tribes,  S97. 
delegates  from^  336.  GSS. 
blank  commissions  tor  officers  sent  to; 

143. 
state  of,  considered,  S05,  S06,f  10,StS, 

S13,  S83, 406, 444. 
a  new  emission  of  paper  money  emitted 

by.  SIS,  SS8. 
fourth  hatulion,  irregultritief  commit- 

ted  by,  S81. 
accounts  of.  to  be  audited  and  settled. 

S13.SS8.S73,S»: 
ratifies  the .  iirticles  of  confederation, 

608.615,616,631. 
informatton  given  to  the  governor  of, 

618. 

any  one  of  the  delegates  in  Congross 

^  may  give  the  vote  of,  631. 

Gerard,  sieur,    minister   plenipotentiary  from 

Fnmce,  bis  arrival  annonnced, 

621. 
money  advanced  to,  6BI. 
to  be  provided  with  suitable  ac- 

eommodatlOBs,  fill,  6SS. 
received  and  recog;niied  by  Cpn- 

•gress^6S3. 
memonal  from,  6S4. 
his  stotement  respecting  provi- 
sions, 6S6. 
a  day  assimd  for  his  poblie  au- 
dience, 638. 
Oannantown,  printing  presses,  8te.  to  be  remo- 
ved from.  Zip. 
Geny  Elbndge,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts, 

o,  ^9i. 
money  advanced  to,  SS6. 
Gesesu,  Kent  col .  proposal  fo  r  the  exchange  of,  5. 
Gibbes  Caleh,  promoted,  637. 
Gibson  John,  auditor-general,  money  advaneed 

to,  48,  63,  8S,  U8,  15S. 
161,  177.  188.  S03,  S09, 
S49,  3M,  9fff,  »8,  377, 
438,  613,  609,  636. 
drafts  for  monev  on,  66,  59. 
161,  SOI,  S(ft,  S07,  S84, 
S98,  303,  349,  361,  363, 
367,  358,  360,  364,  401, 
619,  6S0,  621,  m,  6SS» 
6S4,6l6t  627, 6S8, 6t9,  688. 


xm 


INDBX. 


Gibfoa  Joko,  ftuditor-geoenl,  reports  on  adjiist- 

ment  of  claims  from,  133, 

149,  150,  151,  161,  171, 

174,  180,  188,  191,  192, 

195,  201,  205,  208,  209, 

215,  221,  224,  226,  231, 

232,  235,  237,  241,  245, 

2^,  410,  418,  422,  425, 

443,  447,  462,  468,  473, 

484,  486,  487,  488,  491, 

497,  506,  531,  633,  542, 

552,  569,  5T5,  576,  589, 

609,  629,  633. 

captaiu,  recommended  for  prQiiiotioD,40. 

GeoHBce,  money  advancod  to,  418. 

John,  lieut.  colonel,  promoted.  580. 

Oiddens  Alary,  money  advanced  io,  209. 

GUlon  Alezaixler,  contract  for  clothing,  arms, 

and  ammunitioo,  made  with, 

356,366. 
money  adTaaced  to,  356,  372. 
hb  contract  dissolved,  485. 
Gist  Nathaniel,  colonel  of  rangers,  18. 

moae^  advanced  to,  18,  469. 
clothing  supplied  on  battalion, 

29. 
and  his  battalioo  sent  against 

insniveats,  36. 
ordered  to  command  Maryland 

militia,  236. 
instructions  of  Congress  to,  468. 

469. 
Glover  J.  brigadaer'Mfleral,  47. 

John,  pemutted  to  retom  to  England, 

132. 
Gold  medal  to  be  strock  and  presented  to  gene- 
ral Gates,  312. 
and  silver  coins  to  be  paid  into  the  conti- 
nental treasury,  382. 
Gordon  Charles,  to  be  apprehended  and  secured, 

490,  508,  609, 513. 


■ 
Govett  William,  adtfitboal  aUowaacc  to,  152. 

his  salary  increased,  364. 
Ggavioo,  Moat,  de,  major  of  engineen,  191. 

money    advanced   to,    901. 

promoted^  S36. 
Grain,  measaret  to  prevent  the  dietilistiea  of, 

S2. 
withia  sevennr  miles  of  hrid  qfmrwts,  m 
be  threshed  out  for  the  amay,  3E3. 
Gray  Samuel,  deputy  coaiaiimaty-gemetal  et  i»- 
.  sues,  218. 

Great-Britaia,   taken  by  American  vesaek  of 

vnur,  nroceedings   i«laiive  m 
the  subiectB  of,  l78. 
disavowal  of  Coagrcsa  of  aaj 

treaty  BMde  with,  944. 
decisbn  of  Congress  oa  papers 
purporting  tt>  be  faiib  et  the 
Parliameat  of,  681  to  584^ 
Greeae  Nathaniel,  major-geacml,  esiteied  to  ah 

tend  Coagresa,  61 . 
comaiittee     of     confereace 

widi,  61. 
his  letter  disapproved,  ISO. 
appointed  qoaner-masaerge* 

neral,  462. 
money  advanced  to,  50O,  506, 
6iS6,6a0,595. 
colonel,  honored  by  Coogreas,  312. 
Gridley,  colonel,  m  furnish  iron  aowiiacn,  41. 
Griffith  John,  money  advanced  to,  19. 

to  supply  the  sick  in  Baltimore 
hospital.  26. 
Gross  Jacob,  murdered  i>y  Edaraad  Minmr,  €S. 
Gnion  Isaac,  money  advanced  to,  216^  2&. 
Gundy,  colonel,  money  advanced  to,  138. 
Gun  locks  sold  to  North-Carolina,  UB. 
powder  removed  from  BaltlaMae,  IS. 
to  be  purchased,  207. 
delivery  aad  dispoeition  of,  23,6^, 

69,  S& 


H. 


Half-pay  to  be  allowed  to  military  officers,  617, 
626,  529, 546,  560. 552, 661, 666. 
.Hall,  colonel,  to  be  furnished  with  clothing,  169. 
money  advanced  to,  312. 
Lyman,  a  delegate  from  Geoiria,  336. 621. 
BalUday,  Mr.  money  advanced  to,  138, 191. 
Hamilton  Heai^,  instigates  Indian  tribes  to  com- 
mit depredations.  341. 
Hancock  John,  a  delegate  from  Mas sachasetts, 

8, 391, 396. 
resits  as  president,  and  takes 

his  leave  of  Congress^  305. 
hia  speech  on  the  occasioa,  308. 
thanks  of  Congress  to,  308. 
retoms  as  a  delegate,  and  takes 

his  seat,  594. 
obtuas  leave  of  absenoe,  618. 
Ebenoier,  deputy  pay-master  general, 
money  advanced   to,    9, 
140, 326, 406, 417, 444, 
aS9,  BSft,  609, 633. 
a  draft  for  money  in  his  fa- 
vor, ordered  to  be  can- 
celled, 566. 
Hand  Edward,  brigadier-general,  70. 

his  accounts,  as  colonel,  to  be 

settled,  73. 
ordered  to  Pittsburg,  86. 
money  advaaced  to,  94, 316, 322. 
recalled  from   his  comaiand  at 
Pittsburg,  636. 
Hannah,  brigantise,  appeal  in  the  case  of,  113^ 


Hanover,  brigantine,  and  cargOj  appliratiwi  ia 

the  case  of,  69, 66. 
Harkemer,  brigadier-general,  honored  fay  Coa- 

gress,  252. 
Harnett  Cornelius,  a  delegate  from  NbrA-Caie* 

Una,147,  202. 
obtains  leave  of  ahanair.  SK. 
Harritoa  Benjamin,  a  delegate  from  Fiigmia, 


junior,  money  advaaced  iq, 
28,  67, 68, 184, 293. 385, 
444,483. 
Bobeit  H.  his  pay  increased,  71. 

elected  a   member  of  the 

new  bord  of  war,  317. 
decliaes  the    mmoialmeBt, 

342 
Charles,  his  regiment  of  artillery,  eft* 
cersof,  35. 
ordered  m  head  quarmn,  143, 

477 
Haft  John,  ck>thing  taken  from  his  falhag-mia 

to  be  retoraed  or  acconated  ibr»  118. 
Hartley,  coloael  Thoaias,  money  advaaocd  to, 

66,  115,  130 
Slate   bounty  to  kit 


491. 


Harvie  Joha,  a  delegate  ftem  Virgiaiai  222. 

lakes  his  seat,  289,  622. 
Hamegger,  coloael,  inquiry  into  hm  eoadBCt,3C 

■aperteded,  60. 


INBBX. 


xor' 


Hawktus^  Mr.  asinstantconiinisflaryorpttrchates 

in  Virginia,  512.. 
Hay  Udoey,  appointed  anutaiit  dqnity  qoarter^ 
master  general.  7. 
lieut.  colonel,  by  breTet,  7. 
resolve  of  Congreas  relative  to,  573. 
Haynei  Eaton^commissioner  to  audit  accounts 

ID  Virinnia,  S08. 
Hasaid  Ekienezer,  money  advanced  to,  292, 629. 

his  collection  of  state  papers 
.    noticed  by  Congress,   628, 

629. 
Uazen,  colonel  Moses,  ht^  battalion  to  be  mus- 
tered, 2. 
money  advanced  to,  15, 
40. 77,  210. 
officers  of  bis  battalion, 

89. 

his  regiment  ordered  to 

head  quarters,  477. 

Haslewood,  commodore,  his  conduct  approved 

by  Congress,  1t93, 312. 
Heath,  major-general,  directions  of  Congress  to, 
173,  320,  355,  395,  402, 406,  458,  463,  465, 

629,  663. 
Henderson  lYilfiam,  monev  advanced  to,  161. 

Joseph,  commisnoner  of  ac- 
counts, 427. 
Henessy,  lieot.  P^P|Brs  transmitted  relative  to 

the  conduct  of,  992. 
Henry  Patrick,  governor  of  Virginia,  authorised 

to  purchase  clothing,  &o.  584. 
to  supply  militia  on  the  western 
expedition,  633. 
John,  Jun.  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  409, 

411. 
William,  money  adYOnoed  to,  289,  338, 

349,  520. 
superintendent  of  arms  and  mi- 
litary accoutrements,  524. 
James,  money  advanced  to,  200. 
Herke^ier  brigadier-seueral,  his  memoiy  honor- 
ed by  Congress,  276. 
monument  to  be  erected  for,  276. 
Hessian  field  officers,  six  offered  in  excMuoge  for 

general  Lee,  2. 
five  to  be  confined,  4. 
prisoners  of  war,  sent>  to  Dumfries,  in 
Virginia,  19. 
He wes  Joseph,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina, 

90. 
Heyward  Thomas,  jnn.  a  delegate  from  Sontfa- 

Carolina,  44,  579. 
obtains    leave   of    ab- 
sence, 297. 
money  advanced  to,  286. 
Hides,  commissary  of,  appointed,  174, 175, 216. 

abuses  in  the  department  of, 
to  be  rectified,  520. 
Higrins  Robert,  money  advanced  to,  177. 
High-lands  of  New* York,  forts  in  the,  66. 
Hin  Whitfflill,  commissioner  to  audit  accoonts 

in  Virginia.  208. 
Hillegas Micnael,  continental  treasurer,  tare- 
main  in  Baltimore  until  the 
further  order  of  Congre«, 

48. 
authorised  to  appoint  addi- 
tional sigaers  of  bills  of 
credit,  101. 
money  advanced  to,  353. 
directed  to  remove  from  Bal- 
timore to  Philadelphia,  222. 
h  is  serv  ices  to  be  compensat- 
ed, 222, 256. 
Uoffinaa  William,  money  advanced  fio,  641. 


Uolliogsworth  col.  Henry,  to  supply  troops  pas- 
sing by  the  head  of  Elk,  34. 
money  advanced  to.  9, 39. 
Holker  Mr.  contract  for  clothing  made  with.  619. 
J.  afipointmeuts  given  by  the  Frencn  mi- 
nister to,  630. 
Holmes  James,  money  advanced  to,  181, 292. 
Holton  Samuel,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts, 

597. 
Holtseudorf  lieut.  colonel,  money  advanced  to, 

209, 240,  463. 

has  leave  to  resign 

his  commission,  and 

return    to  France, 

426. 

his  expenses  allowed, 

472. 

Hooper  Robert  L.  monev  advaaeed  to,  192. 

complaints  against,  447. 
suspended,  448, 449. 
William,  a  delegate  from  North-Caro- 
lina, granted  leave  of  ab- 
sence, 31. 
Hoops  Robert,  deputy  commissary-general  of  is-  * 
sues,  185. 
resigns,  218. 
Hoidcins  Gerard,  deputy  quarter-master.  3. 

money  advancflll  to,  11,  4S. 
Esek,  commoclore,  charges  and  com- 
plaiats  against,  65,  66. 
suspended  from  his  co'mmaadj  - 

66. 
copy  of  charges  delivered  to, 

125.  > 
dismissed  from  public  service, 

392. 
Hopkinson  Francis,  his  account  for  preparing 

indexes  to  the  journals 
of  Congress,  589. 
.    appointed  treasurer  of  loans, 

636. 
Hones,  without  authority^  officers,  be.  prohibit- 
ed from  taking,  131. 
purchased   by  the  goTemor  of  New- 
Jersey,  to  be  naid  for,  656. 
Hortales  Roderique,  ana  Co.  contract  with,  502, 
503,  504,  506,  610, 614, 655,  656. 
Hosmer  Titus,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut.  446, 

698. 
Hospital  department,  plan  for  regulating  the, 

73,  76,  78  to  81. 
directions  to  the  director 
general  of  the,  102. 
Hospitals,  directors  of,  to  make  returns  to  Con- 
gress, 7. 
in  tlie  middle  department,  to  be  visit- 
ed, 105. 
Houston  WiDiam  C.  appointed  deputy  secretary 

of  Congress,  65. 
tve  months'  salary  paid  to, 

«78. 
resigns  his  office,  317. 
Howe  Robert,  btgadier^neral,  allowance  to, 

^4. 
to  send  a  general  officer  to  re- 
.   lieve  general  M'Intosh,  213. 
promoted,  297. 
money  advanced  to,  619. 
British  general,  endeavours  to  induce 

American  soldiers  to 
de«ert,  149. 
his  retreat   from  Ger- 

mantown^297. 
his  requisition  relative 
to  prisonera  of  war, 
377. 


Ifbwei  Britiab  genenUi  bilis  ol  credit  counter- 

feited  by  the  agents, 
&c.  of,  377. 
lord,  letter  of  Congress  to,  OT9.680« 
Howitsers,  to  be  seat  tu  'Hconderoga,  41. 
ilowson  Richard,  obtains  leave  to  go  to  £ngiaBdy 

55. 
HadaDn  rlTer,  fortresses  on,  to  be  strengthened, 

277, 486, 513. 
loss  0^597. 
HndsOB Jvaathaa,  to  pav  col.  Gists  battalion, 

aina  Virginia   troops,  31, 

»,  45,  50, 51. 

Boney  adranced  to,  16,  SI, 

».  39,  81, 116, 133, 184. 

tfngli  Sannel  and  Uaaief,  money  advanced  to, 

138. 


HogbSaaiael  and  0BBidytlidr 

disBolTed, 
another 
be 


IS  tobe 


settled,  489. 
Honphreys  Whitehead,  his  cootiart  iv 

factoring  steel,  408. 
Hunter  James,  money  advaneed  to,  113. 
Hnntington  Jedidiah,  hriadier-geacffvk, 
Samuel,  a  delegate  frosn  C 
eiit,2,446w 
obtaias  Jenve  of 


616. 


Hart  reverend  John,  money  advaaecd  to,  «>w. 
Hotson  Richard,  a  aelegaie  finoas  Soolh-Oaoli- 
na,  493, 494, 510. 


Inibert  Mons.  permitted  to  go  to  St.  Domin||o, 

Imlay  William,  offers  to  take  an  oath  of  allegi- 

ance  to  New-Tork,  257. 
Importation  of  clothing  and  military  stores,  au- 

tnorised,  33, 231. 
Impost  doties^roceedings  relative  to,  298. 
Impressment  ox  hones  and  wagons,  proceedings 

respecting,  33,  32T. 
Independence,  declaration  of,  to  be  recorded  in 

the  several  States,  17. 
celebration  of  the  anniversaiy  of, 

602. 
Indexes  to  the  Journals  of  Coqgress,  account 

rendwed  for  preparioff,  589. 
Indian  afiairs,  in  the  micftile  department,  conduct 
of  the  commissiotteis  for,  ap- 
proved, 25. 
in  the  northern  department,  in- 
structions to  the  commisfkmen 
for  the,  363. 
committee  of— 

references  and  direc- 
tions to  the,  101, 
185,276,297,298, 
531, 550,  553. 
reports  from  tSe,  40, 
43,55,361,596. 
depredations  on  the  western  frontiers, 

335. 
instigated  by  British  agents, 

341. 
Indians  ia  Nova-Scotia,  agent  appointed   for 
transacting  business  with,  10. 11. 
complaints  of,  considered  by  CJongress, 

139, 142. 
intraden  on  lands  befonging  to.  142. 
(leorgia  to  cultivate  peace  and  narmony 

with  the.  297. 
speech  of  Congress  to  the  six  nations  of, 

361,362,363. 
treaty  at  Johnstown  with,  4964 
to  be  employed  iu  the  public  service, 

465, 468, 469. 
convened  at  Pittsburg,  treaty  with,  577. 

"578. 


I. 


t  of  a 


Indians  on  tlie  frootieta, 

war  with,  585, 586. 
measures  to  repel  the  hostile  ■ 
of,  623. 
Indnstiy ,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  soboowr, 
Inlistment  of  deserters  from  the  enemy, ' 
into  the,  124p 
of  soldiers  in  VifioBia, 
ed,  361. 

Innes  lieot.  coktnel,  furnished  with  clotlia|,  19. 
InnoGulation  of  coatinenul  troops,  at  Dm^iss, 


103,111 


378. 


Inspector  of  dead  letters  appointed,  294. 

his  doqr  end  saluT,  29i. 
Inspectors  general  of  the  amy  ■|>|iotnM,  572, 

373,5139. 
Instructions  to  the  commissiooen  mt  the  cornets  of 

Europe,  556, 574,  575. 
Insurgents  on  the  eastern  shore  of  BfsfTkad, 
proceedings  respecting,  30,  31,  35,  fl,  96, 

100,  5Sj. 
Intelligence,  committee  oi^ 

references  and  directioss 

200,  aOSy  233,  238, 239, 
248, 250,261,  965, 2n, 
289,294^  296, 304, 3C7, 
365, 508, 531,  680, 596^ 

63d. 
report  from  the,  251. 
a  new  committee  nppotaled,431 
Intercourse  with  the  enemy  pro£iDttod,01, 589. 
Interest  to  be  paid  on  loan-omce  certific 
lottery  prises,  51,  258^  386,  387,  569. 
Internal  enemies,  plan  lor  sunreaianBg, 
Interpreter,  and  translator  of  frigiiigpt 

grras,  appointed,  576.  • 
Invalids,  corps  of,  established,  173, 174, 196,197. 
Iron,  at  Andover  works,  New-Jersey,  to  be  ma- 
nufactured into  Steel,  408. 
Irving  Thomas,  permitted  to  go  to  South-Gsrofi- 
na,  on  parole,!. 


43,47. 
toGonr 


Jamieson  John,  money  advanced  to,  3. 

Jarvis  Leonard,  delivery  of  arms  and  military 

Stores  to  Massachusetts  and  Rhode-Islaad  by, 

21. 
'         to  be  retorned,  12. 
Jewell 'Robert,  noliey  ndvoiced  to,  78, 905. 


J. 


Johnssv  Henry,  late  captain  «f  the  brif  Lexiif  • 

ton,  his  appucatjon,  GO. 
Johnston,  cokmtl  Francis, syipointed  eossmism- 

ry-gencral  oi   pr^ 
soners,5S0. 
deciirtestlis 
B0st,56S. 


tti 


nw^  of,  ^8i. 
offMsirQ   letter  to  Gob*' 

gren  froflU)  588. 
reply  to,  d02. 
Goasreas  refute  to  i^iwcr 
m  Tetter  of,  €Sn, 
JoBWi  capbiiB,  propowd  exchuwe  of,  55. 

eril,  87 
acceptsoce,  175. 


Walter,  phyneaMHgenenJ,  87. 
decUiMfl  acceptance, 
John  Paah,   eoatnander  oi    the 
Ranger,  165. 


iUp 


Wfltie 


Vi 


Irginia,  108. 


JoBOT  loeepb, «( delegate  from  Virginia,  2f3L 

Gabriel,  conuniasioner  to  treat  with  fn- 
dboe  at  Pittsbilrg,  Mtt. 
declioes  the  appoiniment,  464. 
Owea,  iBfti«r6epled  letters  from,  9S5,  3G6w 
.  3OT. 

Joeeph.  brig,  taken  hy  the  schooner  £eff1e,  31. 
Jonniaie  of  Goagratt,  how  disposed  of.  i47. 

by  whom  printea,  635. 
indeiee  made  for  the,  669. 
Joy  Daaitl,  money  advanced  to,  St9, 589. 
Judge  advocate,  hit  pay  increased,  88. 


i^. 


^alb,  baton  de.    (See  At  Kalb.) 
jasener  Ludwig,  to  be  arrested  and  secared, 

6S8. 
Itoafalay  Saaiiiel,  money  advanced  to,  90,  165, 

ttO. 
^enaedy  DaVid,  mone^  advanced  tt^  357. 
Keaaoa  William,  iaquirf  into  pmvisioBs  stored 

by,  5. 
money  advaacad  to,  165. 
I^eat  Nieholas,  a  desertar,  pardoaad,  196. 

county,  ia  Delaware,  cattle  ordered  to  be 
removed'  finoik  374. 
Ketmovaa,colouel,aliowad  to  retain  to  France, 

466. 


King.  JoliB,adise1ier,  hii  eiaealjon  suspended, 

587. 
Kiritlaad,  reverend  Samuel,  his  compeasation 

increased^  37. 
Kittanning,  la  Paaa.  a  guard  to  be  stationed  at 

or  near.  20. 
officers  or,  20, 29. 
not  to  be  called  to 
any    other    ser- 
V  ice  without  their 
consent,  90. 
Klein  Henry,  money  advaneedto,  610. 
Kaight  John,  money  advanced  to,  136. 
Knox,  general,  his  latter  disapproved  by  Con- 
greis,  190. 


La  Fayetto,  marqttis,appDinted  maj.  general,21 1 . 


atleadaots  aad  banago  coaveyed 
to  New-Jersey,  865; 
tocomdmad  a  division  of  the  anBy,357. 
,  ia  Peaasylvaaia,  priaoaers  of  war 
removed  from  Baltimore  to.  1. 
coaiemplaied  i^oMval  of  Con- 
gress to,  865. 
Codgress  meet  at,  910. 
aiQoQra  to  T orktowa  Irom,  870. 
Laadais,  Mons.  a  captain  in  the  navy.  547. 
his  information  to  taa 


committee  of  Coagress,  573. 
appointed  oomamiMer  of  the 
trigate  Alliance,  596* 
Laagdott  John,  money  adf  aoced  to,  117. 

Jonathan,  monev  ndvanced  to,  178 
Laagwortby  Edward,  a  dalegato  from  Gcoivia, 

336, 412, 688. 
Laumoy,  Mons.  de,  treaty  at  Ptelis  coafirasad,  so 

far  as  relates  to,  272. 
Iiaortaa  Hoary,  a  delegato  from  Sooih-Caroltaa, 

.  ^^  44, 902, 493. 

eloetad  president  of  Coogrese, 

309. 
offers  his  resignation,  371. 
consideration  postponed,  371. 
money  advanced  to,  470,  609,- 

619. 
£aw  Riehanly  a  delegate  from  Coanecticnt.  2,, 

178. 
obtains  leave  of  abeence,  361. 
LawroBCO  Thomas,  nmney  advaaoed  to,  106. 

Joha,  jodge-advooato,  his  pay   ia- 
creased,  492. 
Law*  of  the  several  statos  to  bo  traMautted  Ifr 

Coogress,  102. 480. 
LawsoB,  ooloBel  Bobort,  resigns  hit  coounifaioo, 

375. 
Lead  to  bo  issported  from  Fiance,  38% 
seat  to  Pitlrfmrg,  84. 
mine,  ia  Btaiy  laad,  dbeovatod,  2S0. 


Leaden  spooto,  in   Philadelphia,   to  bo>  tAkon^ 

down  for  the  use  of  the  laboratoiy,  239, 240. 
Learning  Thomas,  to  be  paid  for  salt  taken  from 

him,  472. 
Leartted  Ebeneser, -brigadier-general,  72. 

his    resignation    accepted, 

489. 
Leather  and   deer-skins  to   be  porchased  in 

North-Carolina^  380. 
Lee,  major-general  Charles,  six  Hessian  field- 
officers    prooosed   in   ex- 
chan^  for,  2,  4. 
retaliation  for  ill  treatment 

of,  46. 
assured  of  the  disporitioo  of 
Congress  to  <»btain  his  re- 
lease, 47. 
alteration  of  the  treatment 
of  the  enemy  towards,  147. 
.    general  Prcscot  retained  as 
a  pledge  for  the  release  of, 
^^  219! 

'     to  be  exchanged  for  general 
Preaoot,  494. 
Hoaiy,  captain  of  cavalry,  money  advanced 
to,  7, 531. 
promoted,  502. 
officers  of  his  legioo,  602. 
his  corps  augmeated,  669. 
Richatd  Heary,      /delegates  (rom  Viift- 
Francis  Lightfoot,  {     nia,  222. 

obtain  ieave  of  abseace, 

335,  574, 

coloael  William,  recommended  as  adjutaat- 

general,  66.    . 
his    recommendation    ac- 
cepted, 601. 
James,  laoney  advaaced  to,  185. 
Lees  James,  money  advanced  to,  152. 
Leesbttff  ,  ia  Virginianpriaoaer*  of  war  removed 

to^ll. 
Loflerty  Bryan,  money  advaaced  to,  216 


uui 


IRDBXi 


:■_! I 


Lefleny  Bryaa,  dwebaiiged  frooi  liit  pande,  636, 

697. 
LtFierRoderiqM,  cargo  of,  to  be  parelMMd, 

564. 
Le«er,  eWvalier  d«,  noaey  tdvuieed  lo,  SSO. 
Lettera  (circalar)  fron  Congres  to  the  leverel 
state*.  396, 397. 
to  lord  Howe  and  BT  Heaiy  ClkiM,  579, 

680. 
Lofera  Robert,  money  advanced  to,  89. 
Lewis  Andrew,  brinMlier-geMlral,  to  rernia  m 

ViiigiBia,  16.    . 
to  eend  Vimaia  troopt  to  Join 

general  Washingtoo,  46. 
hit  reaignatkin  accepted,  94. 
Fiaaeii,  a  deleg^  frun  New-Ton,  3S9, 

366. 
•blalM  iMTe  of  abMoa,  412, 
colonel  Chaiiet,  hb  resigaatioa  accepted, 

JLewistown,  in  Delaware,  a  goard  to  bn  flCntaoned 

at,  66. 
an  independent  conpa- 
ny  to  be  raited  for 
defence  of*  76. 
directiont  or  Congrett 
relatiTe  to  the  com- 
pany nt,  133. 
Lexington,  brig,  taken  from  the  enemy,  t. 

two  montfat  granted  tothecrew 

of,  6. 
commamler  of,  appointed,  tl, 

SSL 
bounty  offered  to  teamen   to 
terre  on  board  the,  43. 
Lientenanta  in  the  oavy,  proeeedinga  of  Gon- 

gittM  leipecting,  908,  m,  S06,  OT;  908. 
L$it  dragoons,  pay  of,  57. 
Lincoln  Benjamin,  major-general,  45. 

thanks  of  Congress  to,  312. 
Lipeoomb  Reid>en,  money  advanced  to,  442. 
Litle,  major  Remand  de,  permitted  to  go  to  8l 

Domii^.  89. 
Livingston  Abraham,  agent  for  pnrdmangclodi- 

ug,73. 
hit  noeoontt  to  be  tettled, 

74. 

appointed  nttomey  for  ool- 

lecting  commercial  debta, 

4S7. 

William,  goremor  of  Newslertey,  in- 

ttmctiont  of  Congrem  to, 

268. 

hisproeeedings  approved  by 

Congress,  473. 

Walter,  aettlement  of  his  accounts 

approved  and  confirmed, 

124. 

Philip,  a  delegate  from  New-York, 

^'     ^  144, 329. 


Lean,  in  Emope,of  tetniiwaBiir* 
rised,  309.  •  ^      .,  . 

i 


Loans, 


ismetia,! 


to  receive  Hits  lArfMjti* 
lomakeBOOiklyittnijft 

drtfbfertwtmiiM!!* 

65.».W0.l45,m^fJ 
I2S,  140,ISS,»,5JJ 

426  490,448, JJfif* 
4CT  4W,f».S*Ji 

Lockart  Pauick,  to  stpp?  -^' 


horses,  be.  686 
Long  Robert, 


^ ^hmmemerislnjiM* 

beiettii*^^ 


inteietttlto^'^ii 

forpnsti**^^ 
te  be  sMt  to*Jjpi 

priae^  uff<tab»j!tgr 
drawing  ef,  |«»ii«^*js 


LovnllJnmat,nde 


Lowndet,  prvMuva*  «■  >'- —  ^ 

dntt  approved  by  Cttg^i^^p 
LwhnckChrittp|*er,i#«'^    ft 

Lw  Dmr^,  and  hb  jjiia-^ 


Lydia,  sloop,  takeehy*« 

in  the  case  of,  171-    .  .^^fl 
Lyne  George,  money  «w«*"* 


M. 


IMaegmder  ookmel.  directionsof  Coogreso  to.  20. 
Biackay  oobnel,  his  battalba  ordered  to  join 

general  Wadiington,  4. 
money  advanced  to,  17. 
Mackensie  John,  permitted  to  reside  with  hie  fo- 
mi^,  conditionally,  7. 
Dr.  fiMunoel,  empowered  to  employ  n 
mate,  26. 
nwney  ndvanced  to,  48. 
Mackintosh  George,  to  be  apprehended  and  se- 
cured, 1. 
Madison  Rowland,  asoney  ndvaneed  lo,  181. 
'  le  nt  Springfiekl,  Bianachntettt,  92. 


ii^. 


CUi.*^ 


Magasiues  for  stonng  PJJJJf U  ^ 
uaderdtf  cy^jff 

toa,«>i»»ra^#^ 

paniMHtl»p^^«|sH 

ieii?"' 
Malcolm  eolonelWi 


Mel|i«dy  Mom.  I****** 


Miuuf  eu  u(  Uoitad  S[BWi'')ottEi7  B|ipoiDted,e3. 

Conn**!  10 

IhB,  W. 
MuMmbin,  haw  danpnted  uid  panwIiBl,  460. 
Mubury  Jma,  atoBcv  Mtranced  lo,  ISfi. 
HuchutHeuT,  ■  delegBta  Sram  Bfaode'IiluHl, 


reporufrom  tlie,3l,31,  69, 
66, 100, 116,  138, 139, 
1B9, 196,  KM,  106,  tal, 
302,311,313,349,387, 
390,391, 397, 419, 4M, 
47B,4ei,Sn,MT,BSl, 


073,1 


B,S48, 


^83, 3«,«6, 838,368, 
393,406,  4S1, 461, 473, 
489,490, 499,  Ei09,S39, 
447,  864^,  623,  SB. 

MoitiD  HwliOD,  moMj  >dnDced  to,  48. 
Bbnan  Ricliva^  iBii  comipciiced  bjEiskHop- 

kiiu  ■guwt,  638. 

K*iy,  Aliop,  mod  alben,  a.  Tbomu  BnlUD- 

borg,  apfMBl  in  Um  caw  or,  101. 

•hip,  uid  ttim,  awoan  of,  (o  ba  mid, 

140. 

MujIumI,  to  iwrcbMa  aad  collwK  ptviiikini,  B. 

mililii,  usder  eoloncl  Munlock,  iltt- 

cbu^  and  u|d,  16. 
Bilitia  of  Hartford,  Ballimora,  be. 
onterad  to  joia  gaoeiml  Wubjag- 

laauaudian  ralaiin  to  lorica  ia,  30, 

SI.  SS. 

Iroopaio  baauppiied  with  niioni,3S. 

□Been,  blaak  rommiauoai  to  b«  61- 

lad  ap  for,  135. 
ailitia  called  intoaamca,  136,136. 
10  be  runiahed  with  c«a>oa,t34. 
uonav  julnnced  Is,  9,  Si,  106, 114, 
S3I,  S40,  leS,  383, 419, 467,488, 
fiU,  S31,  567. 
deleotM  Jroai,  46, 409. 
■nilTary  orderad  iaio  aerriea,  997. 
proMMa  unadiHDU  (0  the  articlai 

of  ciMifodantioa,  696. 
iaforaation  10  be  pno  10  the  Frenek 
■qiudron,  b;  the  ([aiarnor  of,  617. 
Maaao  Ljttleberrr,  moiiey  admiead  to,  151. 

eoloiwl  Daiid,  aatboriMd  to  dnw  wa^ 

rBnia,904. 
George,  elected  adelegita  from  Viifinia. 

daeliDee  aarrinir,  ISl. 
MaaaohueOa,  delegate!  fan,  B,  391. 

oioney  adnaced  to,  18, 116,409, 

411,613. 

powntiven  indeVf^ei '    ~ 


lerRDWing  u,to be pra- 

I  of  Congreaa  lo  tba 

BIged   ID  conpleta   ita  quota  of 

troopa,  6S3. 
ratiBaa  the  aniclea  of  coafedenk- 
tioB,  600,  611. 
Haaaej  WilUata,  depoljp  ■niular'Biaater  general, 

9,  moDcj  adnaced  to,  1S7. 


D,  a  daienle 
a^,^fi 


dornn,  i 
n  Soath. 


H'Artfaor  aad  it'Kay,  pfoceeiEaga  r«ap0otia|, 

M'Clanaghaii  col.  Aleaaader,  monev  adndced 
to,  39. 

hiareaignalioDaceeEiied,  650. 
H'Caan  Thoiiiu,a  daaarrar^Dardoaed,  170. 
H'Dould  ABn(,,poroled,  w. 

AnIiiiiaU.aiidothera,  additioBal  al- 
lowaaee  to,  164. 
nOD*7  adiaaced  u,  303. 
Allan,  perrailted  to  go  W  New>Toifc, 
00  paute,  170. 
Mlaloah,  brigMlier-geDenl,  aaignad  to  aaolfaer 
cDfpmuid,  113. 
ordered  to  bead  quarter*,  117. 
Bolboriied  to  ponhaae  ciothiDg,  ffI9. 


bdiBiiB,  386. 
MIlaBrTDr.  propofad  to  be  eichaaied  for  Bea- 

jaDiinCbareh.nl. 
STDeogal,  brigwlieT-geBeiBl,  promoted,  S97. 
pmren  graated  to,  487. 
nkea  coamand  in  the  aonhende- 
pannenl,  4BB. 
HDowali  3uael,  cocnniaiioiicT  to  treat  wHb 
TndiaBi  M  Piltri»rg,  454. 
hi*  ceTXifieau   in    faTor   of  Otorn 
Hargaa,W1. 
M'Koiiki  Cha/lea,  •ofaeoB^aenl  of  the  hottri- 

lal,4Sl. 

M'Kean  Thoma*,  a  delenle  fnn  Debware, 

423. 

Meara  Sanpeon,  noaaf  adnaeed  to,  105. 

Meaaa  Jaaiei,  elolhier-cenend,  moae*  adTosold 

to,  14,  U,  S8, 6L  81,  lOt,  lie,  m,  131, 

169.  IM,  Sls7l4T,  365, 369,  386, 389, 

417, 49),  4U,  fiOO,  518,  538,  ^  SM, 


the,3,]],  16,  31,33,39, 
46,  5S,  101,  134,  lU, 
1B7,  MI,  tin.  Ill,  JSJ, 
369,6a. 
reporti  from  the,  4,41,66, 
— "  —I,  248,  m,  978, 


SO,»I,S 

a  of  DiB.  Moigi 


470. 


edto,361,  »3. 


Meroer  geo<>ral  Hugh,  his  meaiory  boaond  fay  ) 
Congre«s,2d,8S,88. 
amonomeiit  to  be  erected  atFredericks- 

buig,  in  Vuginia,  for,  83. 
hit  youngest  son  to  be  educated  at  pub- 
lic expeoM,  83. 
John  F.  money  advanced  to,  382. 
Mercnnr,  ship,  distribution  of  her  cargo,  69. 
Michael  £verfaart,  money  advanced  to,  S35. 
Middleton  Arthur,  a  delegate  from  South-Caro- 
lina, 44. 
Mifflin  Thomas,  appointed  major-general,  45. 
money  advanced  to,  as  ouarter- 
master  geDcral,  26,  62,  129, 
163,  m,  198,  225,  259,  292, 
293,  368,  360,  431,  460,  465, 

467. 
ordered  to  head  quarters,  149. 
resigns  his  commisMons  of  ma- 
j<M^eneial  and  quarter-maa- 
^  ter  general,  284. 
bis  resignation  of  the  office  of 
quarter-master   general   ac- 
oepted,  3^. 
to  retain  his  rank  and  com|iii- 
sion  of  major-aeiMral,  with- 
out the  pay,  3l7. 
elected  a  member  of  the  new 
*     board  of  war,  S17. 
accepts  the  appointment.  938. 
required  to  prepare  ana  trans- 
mit statements  relative  to  the 
quarter-master  genepd's  de- 
partment, 462. 
as  late  ouarter-master  general, 

proceeaings  relative  to,  568. 
ordered  to  ^in  the  army  under 

general  Washington,  562. 
inq^iry  into  the  conduct  of  ,  587. 
Jonathan,  suspended,  448, 449. 
ilUilM7  dv^,  post-masters,  poat^ders^  lie.,  ex- 
empted from,  123. 
■lores  to  be  imported  from  Fraaee,  90. 
at  Annapolis,  to  be  removed  to 
Fredericktown,  Maryland,  73. 
at   Baltimore^    to   Cariisle, 

Penuiylvama,  73. 
sent  for  defence  of  the 

frQoti^fi,  77. 
to  be  purchased,  207. 
in  North^Oarolina,  to  bo  removed, 

233. 
Militia,  number  of  officers  in  proportion  to  pri- 
vates established,  62. 
of  North-Carolina  to  be  pai^^  75. 
of  the  several  states,  reqaiMttons  lor 
the  service  of,  104,   105,  133,  216, 
217,  236,  468,  459, 499, 
Miller,  rev.  Henry,  appointed  chaplain,  657. 
Milligan  James,  commissioner  of  claims,  427. 

money  paid  to,  481. 
Minyer  Edmund,  charged  with  the  Border  of 

Jacob  Gtosg)  68. 
delivered  to  the  civil  anthori^ 
of  Pennsylvania  for  trial,  68. 
Mitchell  Joseph,  money  advanced  to,  106. 

John,  his  proposal  for  the  importation 
of  goods,  te;.  625. 
Moeballa  Nicfanlas  O.  certificate  granted  to,  151. 
Molasses  and  spirits  made  from  the  juice  of 

oom-etallcs,  335. 
Molesworth  James^  a  spy  from  the  enemv,  sen- 
tenced to  death,  69. 
pilots  rewarded   who  dis- 
oovered    aad    informed 
against,  73.  . 


in 


Money  advanced 

Committee  of  leeret 

Board  of  war,  1, 14^  4S,  5B,  140,  151, 
363,405,410,  4&8,  .400,  4^  48t» 

5«9,  m,  ssa. 

Col.  Walter  Scewwt,  1. 

Joseph  Trumbull,  coasmi«B«fy  wpie- 
nU  a»  69, 106,  U4,  118,  US,  140, 
U3,  181,  196,  S13,  249,  SI,  4135. 

Carpenter  Wharton,  4. 1_^58,l6,93 

Geone  Morgan,  6,  SZ,  77,  1S2, 171, 
180,  as,  aSI,  3GB,  906. 

Henry  Lee,  7,  531. 

Maryland.  9, 5f,  106,  114,  S31,  SIO, 
2C»,3«I,  419,  467,  486,  614^  581, 

567. 

Ebeneier  Hancock,  9, 140, 326, 406, 
417, 444, 529,  532,  609,  fiSS. 

Oeoigia,  9, 14, 96, 139, 901, 20C,  21^ 
23$^1m9,  268,  279,  317.  368,  369. 
373, 453, 634,  &sl  598, 610 

Major  Otteadorf,  9, 61. 107. 

Henry  HoUingswocth,  9. 

John  Jamieson,  9. 

Theodoriek  Bland,  9,  U,  5M. 

JMTalter  Cruise,  10. 

Richard  Carpenter,  10. 

Gerard  Hopkins.  11, 43. 

John  Allen,  14, 117. 

General  Smallwood,  14^  34. 

James  Moase,  €k>thior-«eBen],  li, 
65,  58, 62,  83,  102, 118,  121,  l», 
184,  218, 247,  396,  365,  369,  3B6, 
417,  420,  425,  500,  518,  538, 539, 

564, 69t 

John  Normany  14; 

Moses  Haaea,  15, 39, 77,  210. 

Paymaster  leneiad,  16,34, 37, 46, 61^ 
63,  113,  118,  188,  194,  918,  238^ 
98T,  3B7,  840,  377,  378,  379,  486, 
432,  448,  4Sit  455,  46S,  467,  471, 
478,  486,  500,  513,  320^  594,  527, 

567,  579. 

Janathan  HodsoBf  16,91,  32L  39,  81, 

116, 133,184. 

Col.  Maok^r,  17. 

Governor  Truniboll,  17,  189. 

KathMlel  Gia,  1ft. 

yew-Hampshire,  18,  169,  262,  9G5, 

3409418,473^491. 

John  Griffith,  19. 

Korth-Carolina,  19, 38b  143, 190, 25«, 

963, 972, 284,  289,  311,  312,  315, 

3(yi,  369,  377,  393,  461,  471,  480, 

482, 489,  498,  516,  551,  572,  574, 

575,  682,  598,  629^  694. 

Richard  Casspbell,  19. 

William  Grayson,  19,60, 300. 

Committee  for  traosacting  ipecial  bo- 
siaess  at  Philadebhia,  90, 37, 71 

Samuel  Mdrshead,  21. 

Coloael  Baylor.  21,400, 474^  532. 

John  Taylor,  22. 

George  Walton,  23. 

GeoigeTayhir,23. 

Mons.  Celeron,  25. 

CooMCiiettt,  26, 48, 57, 76k  113,182, 
351 ,  378, 421, 497,  603, 609 

Thomas  Mifflin,  qoarter-maaler  geae- 
ral,  26,  62, 129, 163, 172, 198, 225^ 
959,  292,  293,  358,360,431,460, 

466,467,483. 

JosiahThroop,28. 

Jonathan  Trumbull,  28, 82,  IQO,  116, 
176,^  181,  918,  m  971,  28^  291, 
340,383»4aM^^492,5a^590. 


tStSttL 


BcBJamU  UanriioD,  jaaior,  t8, 67, 184, 

298, 385, 444,  483. 

MaMiefaoietts,  28, 218, 405, 421,  623. 

Jacob  WMv«r,  29, 66,  iSl,  275. 

Jamet  Scott,  1^. 

Robert  CommiDM,  34,  99, 125. 

Jame*  Betton,  37. 

XhoniM  Cuniniiigfl,  39. 

Hennr  Holluigtworth,  39. 

CoL  M'Clenuhan,  39. 

PennsylTania,  40,  52,  60,  82,  140, 169, 
173, 198, 211, 264, 442, 474, 494, 613, 

602. 

Jacob  Robeamen.  40. 

Aotoioe  Selio,  41. 

Secret  Gonunittee  of  Congren,  42,  71, 

m  194,  259. 

CommiMonera  for  Indian  afiairt.  43. 

John  Gibtoo,  audilor-gen«ral,  48,  62, 
63, 118, 15i,  161, 177, 181, 188,  203, 
209, 249, 353,  357, 377, 438, 513, 609, 

635. 

Samuel  Mackenaie,  48. 

Hudson  Martin,  48. 

Stephen  Moylan,  51. 53, 132. 

Thomas  Edffar,  61. ''^ 

South-Carolina,  62, 902, 4^. 

Rbode-Ulaad,  55, 116, 188, 533, 534. 

Delaware,  58, 96, 177, 492,  480, 567. 

James  Stevenson,  59, 386, 663. 

James  Caldwell,  59. 

New-Jersey,  60, 143, 181 ,  339, 419, 461 , 

608, 633, 619. 

Thomas  Batler,  61 .  235, 360. 

Colonel  Hartlejr,  $6,  115,  130. 

Robert  Wood.  68. 

Willing  and  Morris.  69. 

Col.  Jsmes  Wood,  71. 

Bei^amin  Flower,  77,  198,  210,  246, 
358, 411, 419,  W,  532;  695. 

£phraim  Blaine,  77. 

Bartholomew  Burke,  77. 

Vifginia,  78, 237, 388, 465, 471, 508. 

Bobert  Jewell,  78,  d«^. 

Abraham  Bowman,  81 . 

John  CadwalfaKier.  81. 

Samuel  Mojrian,  81 . 

The  erection  m  moBoments,  82,  83, 

168, 276,  312. 

Bobert  £rwin,  84, 164, 165. 

Christian  Febicer,  85. 

fivry  Board,  ft,  211,  264,  267,  302, 

315, 353. 

William  Shi|SpeD,jQaior,  88,  185,  218, 

964,324,367,463. 

Poit-master  general,  89,  218, 312. 

Bobert  Lerers,  89. 

Samuel  Kearsley,  90, 105, 230. 

Bichard  Stevens,  94. 

Brig  GMieral  Hand .  94, 916, 322. 

Samnel  Wheeler,  95. 

GoBvinus  Erkelens.  97. 

Sampson  Meers,  105. 

Thomas  Lawrence,  106. 

Joseph  Mitchell,  106. 

Morgan  Atexaooer,  113. 

John  H.Stone,  114,  152. 

Thomas  Woolford,  114. 

Daniel  Ti1KBgiMttt,ll7. 

BamabaBJ)eaae,  1 17, 271 . 

Thomas  Otshinr,  117. 

Joha  Langdon,  117. 

Uriah  Forrest,  118. 

Samuel  Ewing,  121. 

George  Lyne,  123. 

James  Hnnter,  126. 

>L.  II.  84 


{Money  advanced  to— 

Matbew  Irwin,  124, 153, 165,181. 

Capt.  Craig,  124. 

Commissioners  of  Claims.  134, 230. 

Alexander  Spotswood,  134. 

John  Knight,  136. 

Jacob  Moon,  141. 

Charles  Fleming,  144. 

Holt  Richaidsen,  144. 

Littlebeny  Mason,  151. 

James  Lees,  152. 

William  Henderson.  161. 

Col.  John  Nevil,  163. 

John  Wilkins.  163. 

General  Arnold,  164, 196. 

Cel.  WUliam  Kennoa,  165.  * 

John  Steel.  165. 

Jeremiah  Butler,  166. 

Jonathan  Langdon,  172. 

Bobert  Higgins,  177. 

BowUndB£idi80B.I8l. 

James  Holmes,  181. 

James  Lee,  185. 

Jacob  Blonn^  185, 202, 226. 

Richaid  EllU,  188. 

WiUiam  Aylett,  188. 

Jacob  Mehs,  188. 

John  Bradford,  189. 

John  Taiewell,  189. 

Blons.  do  Coodray,  190, 203, 216, 266. 

Robert  L.  Hooner,  192. 

Armand  de  la  Roueirie,  193, 602. 

Charles  Sims,  193. 

John  Baynton,  196,  298, 400,  489, 551, 

619. 
Capt.  Matthews,  197. 
James  Uenrv,  200. 
Capt.  Eicheibereer,  201. 
Col.  Lewis  de  iVtrtail,  and  odiers,  204, 

225,339. 
William  Finnie,  208,  209. 
George  Clymer,  209. 
Lieut,  colonel  Holtsendorf,  109,  240, 
.  453. 

Lewis  Nicola,  209. 
MaiyGiddens.209. 
Isaac  Guion,  2i0, 224. 
Richard  Bradley,  210, 218. 
John  Cheesbopoutfh,  215. 
Bryan  Lefierty.  216. 
Isaac  Smith  aiM  others,  223.  , 
Samuel  Downe,  224. 
Viscoont  de  Modroy,  225. 
Baron  de  Kalb,  225, 265, 339. 
WUliam  Boehanan,  225, 238, 259.  267, 
306, 311. 315, 324, 354,  SOT,  37%  385, 
389, 417, 419,421, 430, 461, 468, 473, 
474, 475, 476, 498,  607, 518,  539, 551, 

663,  584, 589, 626. 
Elbridge  Gerry.  226. 
Daniel  Joy,  229. 
Richard  Peters^,  244, 279. 
George  Price,  230. 
Chevalier  de  Lesser,  230. 
Chevalier  de  Valcoort,  230. 
Capt  de  Vrigney,  230. 
William  Peenr,  231,  365. 
Everhart  Miehael,  235. 
Prt:sident  of  Congress,  244,  303,  340, 

470,609,621. 

Marine  committee  of  Coogrem,  248, 

288,  «2, 3f6, 338, 365, 393, 406, 421, 

461, 473, 489, 490,  499, 609, 639, 547, 

564,670,623,626! 
Geotge  Ewinff,  264, 286, 549. 
Messrs.  Rudo^ph  and  Co.  263. 
Foreij^  officers,  366, 274,  319. 


Tort  an,  laquiiy  uU 
eiiue*  of  the  an 

i»D  of,  tOa,  110, 
S3E,S37,1S1,U9, 
141,  t43, 63),  687, 697. 


a  b«  dBino- 


ited,Ili. 


T,  lonl,  informalioD  to  be  tnoamlniKl 
FraacU,  ^poi 


N. 
NicbolioB,  cipt. 


itad  brieadicr-gonanl,  3S. 

ions   of   CoBCRH  Id,  32, 

190,  195. 

mOBunCBl  to  be  ancMd  u  tha 

manHiry  of,  311. 

Boud,  DOuey  advuiced  to  ibe,  8G,  III, 

164,197,301,316,363. 

to  aecura  leuela  uid  pniHrtT  iu 

Del*wvem.er,  til. 

conmiaikiBaTi  in  ibe  futern  departniant 

aoiha(ii«I  lud  appointed,  99. 
o&cen,  robeiitf Dce  alloweil  lo.  tOG, 

■na>  ba  (aqiaHlcd  for  lUjobedieBca 
of  onIerm,b«.  387. 
>D  Thcnu,  B  deleple  fnuu  ViijinU,  ob- 


bretal  miloc,  S36. 
-EagUnd  siBtci,  defance  oi,  coosidercd,  34, 
39,41. 
-U^uBpabira,  delajilai  {nxn,  IS,  131, 

monav  adtuced  to,  18,  169, 
IGI,  IGS,  319, 418,  473,  494. 

'"^iBof^t^t^JoS. 
ruDc  timber  cniinng  tn,  to  be 
Mned,  364. 


.,p" 


quolaoT 
dia  ■rtielaorcoiifade- 


uarepraHnted  la  Coagreia,  368. 
nanav  ■diuKed  la,  60,  143,  181, 
^9,388, 419, 4G1, 908,  IKS,  G19. 


amy'i  ermy,  209,  576. 
uutnicLoui  orCoiiiiran,  616 
propoui  BnaDdraema  u>  iba 

claa  of  eonfcdention,  601,  603 

brigade  lo  be  faniibad  wilb  eloth- 
ing,  617. 
■UB  WlngBle,  vt.  Aadrew  CbMwcU,  ■npcil 
the  caaa  of,  167. 

-Tutk,  axenioni  lor  die  defenoa  of,  16. 
Dot  rq>rcaev  led  in  Congreo,  12. 
delegUea  tnn.Tt,  78, 141,  319. 
monay  adianeed  to,  W,  698. 
pine  Bmber  grewiDg  ia,  to  be  pw- 

midiea  A>r  u  idtuMe  of  mooey, 

696,698. 

raitlle*  the  enieke  of  eoafederMioB, 

eOI,SliG13,6I4. 

'la  Lt«!i,  coloDelot  iba  coraa  or  inniidii, 

174. 

mooey  whiBCBd  w,  109,  ttl. 


gnta  Virgini 
peraoD)  imp 

■u^Hnded  from  hii  i 

in  failure  of  lali 
koonrladgDienu, 
mined,  112. 
hi*  eoBducl  ioqaired  iaio,  618. 
John,  hia  appiicaiion  renectinf 
loM  of  the  Horael,  Sit,  623. 
,  alial  Dud^,  con  fined,  36. 
illiam,  his  mignation  iii:cepleil, 
476, 
m,  money  advanced  lo,  303. 
ligni  ai  a  member  of  the   na*y 

Noarth  George,  dcpoly'iDiutGr-nuster  ganenl, 
81. 
John,  money  Bdraneed  to,  14. 
.  .  ames,  money  adianced  to,  488. 

Nortb-Caroliu  lo  punhnae  and  collect  ptoti- 


miillistobepaid.TS. 
catalnr,  propoaal  miideUiitSS. 
accounu  lo  U  willed,  UB. 

remofed  fro  "  J33.   "** 
leather   and  daar-tkiiu    to    b* 

purchnud  in,  360. 
to  lay  BB  ambano  on  the   ox- 

portaiton  of  beef  and  pork, 

4«B. 

U)  nine  four  addiliiMiBl  baiMl' 

ioni,  671. 
TStiJies  the  articlea  of  confcde- 


anj^  c 


lie  dclrtataa 
iaof,63l 

denulT  Kcreluy   U 
lofwir.lf" 


.         Jefenceof,  681. 

Noons  JiMe[rii,  additional  allowaiiee  to,  IS. 

appointed    depu*" ' — 

the  board  of 
hhi«la.7,t6C 
tecrelaiy  and  pay-ovuter  (otba 

bOBnlor»ar,MS. 
Bioney   adianced  to,    413,  400, 
4SI,  4T8,  481,  494.  608,  614, 
an,  flS4,  629,631. 


uLn'.'lTlJ-' 


Butial,  be.  6M. 
OAe*»t  ■Ppoi'f*'"  <^  n«i>l|  S9. 

u  BroponiM  M  ptitaw  nUicn,  ooiber 


■boe*  to  ba  praTMlcd  in  pi}  nib  mmI* 

hj,  91, 100. 
[oaaa  daliBqaemt  in  P^iBf  >kcit  bbd, 

U  bt  dWiiKd,  m. 
i>ftfaaflvu|eaBp,Hrokdt7  iBaueBj, 

psT  ■llvmd  to,  131. 
pnhibiud  fna  ukiat  hor*»  wilkoat 

Ulbori^  I3i. 
Uuk  eoBBMiou  M  tw  GIM  wp  fdr 

MiiTtand,  135. 
■»  be  uupeDdBd  In 
^ii«f,  KT,  M9. 
■mi  ■oUianof  gw.  BunorDC  i  n?^ 

•eriptitc  lilt  to  be  lakaa  of,  310,  Stl 
in  tba  ttapu-taiaBt  of  nililan  noni, 

:_U„  liMWd  lo  Ibe,  i69,     * 


BlVnred  MB^mii^ 
Obio,  iMminiaMttt  kacfhailc 

«r,  HO. 
Olin  BnKh,  ud  cup,  pWMf  •• 

tba  bri>,  H,  U. 
Older  for  nwml  o(C«vMhil* 

OtUSaBiKlA7dapaqcMBH'* 
Mctnuctn,  389.  , 

latin  to  Ibe  PoniVMSM,**^ 
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Pardon  oBerad 


BOral  tren  eoi.  ni 
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ylvmM»,  delegates  fmm,  64,  S66, 267, 373, 

374. 
neasures  taken  for  the  defence 

of,  91,  93,  111. 
militia  called  into  Mrvice,  104, 

208, 236. 
to  be  stationed  at  Easton, 

&C.484. 
to  be  fornished  with  anus, 

148. 
•eventh  battalion  of  troops  to  be 

paid,  104. 
in  danger  of  iouaediate  invasion 

from  the  enemy's  army,  209. 

assembly  and  executive  council, 

communications    to    Confrress 

from  the,  172, 224, 3{5, 471. 

line,  new  sommissions  ghmted  to 

the  oflkers  of  the,  865. 
hire  of  sabsiitutes  in,  discooraffed, 

ratifies  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, 606, 614. 
Farmer,  seisnre  and  disposition  of 
salt  imported  in  the  sloop,  402, 

403. 
I  Ricliard,  BM>ney  advanced  la,  229,  244, 

279. 
appointed  .  a  member  of    the 

new  board  of  war,  352. 
obtains  leave  of  absence,  £73. 
ions  and  memorials  to  Congress  from-— 

Areodt,  baron  de,  64. 

Accomac,  inhabitanu  of,  64. 

Allen  and  M'Donald.  146. 

AtmstronffFrancis.  i63. 

Anderson  Robert.  187. 

Allison  F.  and  othenLl89, 261, 262. 

Armitage  Shewbert,  z38. 

Burke  and  Ballandae,  21. 

Bernard  William,  69, 66. 

BeltonJoseph,  130, 192. 

Boulton  Thomas  and  others,  143. 

Brown  Nicholas,  171. 

Bocklin  Daniel,  177, 215. 

Byers  James,  195.  * 

Board  ofjceneral  officers,  223. 

Bramal  Thomas,  205. 

Buntiag  WUliam,  238. 

Buisben,  capt.  238. 

BoisFeterF.de,  241. 

Brisben  John,  250. 

Barns  Pierre,  and  others,  250. 

Bower  Jacob.  252. 

Blaine  Epbraim,  252. 

Borre  Preudhomme  de,  265, 271. 

Batwel  Daniel,  271 .  272. 

Bmn,  Mons.  le,  272,  305,  321. 

Balme,  colonel  de  la,  286,  385. 

Buchanan  William,  288. 

Barton  WiUiam,  383. 

Bedwell  Thomas,  482. 

Berwick  James,  493. 

Burke  William.  633. 

Baauer  Bernard,  560. 

Brown  John^  GiA,  . 

Berge  Charles^  639. 

Caldwell  James,  92. 

Cohria  Patrick,  113. 

Cacy  John,  134. 

Con  Hughev,  153, 163. 

Coudrav,  Mons.  du,  167. 900, 203,217 

Clark,  Wescott,  aadotbeis,  170. 

Cnlbertson  Samuel^  194. 

Cox  John.  238. 

Crohon  Margaret,  238. 
aiidDorsey,240. 


Petitions  and  memorials  to  Conness  from— 
Crenis,  Mons.  de,  302. 
Conolly  John,  364,  558,563, 564. 
Casimer  Lewis,  >  nQ^ 

Baron  de  Holaendorf,  J  ^^• 
Chandler  John,  438. 
Carson  Joseph,  517^86,  587. 
Conway,  geneHil,  577. 
Cochran  snd  Swaine,  584. 
Cooper  William,  639. 
Darrel  and  Martin,  28. 
Donnel  Nathaniel,  31. 
Dugan,  colonel,  37,  38. 
Drummoiid  Walter,  94. 
Dorsey  John,  and  otheni,  130. 
Dantiffuac,  Mons.  238,  241. 
Driesbach  Jost,  260. 
Dorset  chevalier,  289, 305, 3S2. 
Diirkee,  capt.  and  others,  410. 
Dyer  Thomas,  4S2, 432. 
Dorre  Fidel,  513, 582. 
Derick  Jacob  0. 545, 556, 557. 
Erwing  Thomas,  41. 
Edwanls  Simon,  and  others,  123. 
Eyre  B.  139. 
Emerson  George,  252. 
Folger  Timothy,  37. 134, 139. 

Geoige,  ana  others,  61. 
Forster  Nathaniel,  and  others,  132. 
Forman  and  Harrison.  143. 
FieUs  and  Sappenfield,  164,  173. 
Forman  David,  and  others,  261. 
Flower  Bemamin,  269. 
Fouqaet,  Mons.  aind  son,  321.' 
Fry,  baron  de,  366. 
Forman.  colonel,  426. 
Foster  Alexander,   and  others,  482, 

487. 
Field  officers,  prisoners  on  parole, 

566. 
of  ]Vorth-Carolina,  567. 
Faillie,  chevalier,  618. 
Garvin  Elisabeth,  6. 
Goddard  William,  9, 139. 
Garnet  WiUiam,  and  others,  60. 
Green  Jacob,  and  others,  153, 166. 
Gore  Simeon,  171. 
Oalbreadi  Robert,  190. 
Green  and  Knight,  217, 218. 
Crarret  Nicholas,  229. 
Greeoholma»Lawrence,  231 . 
Ganot,  Mons. de^241. 
Green,  colonel,  374. 
German  officers,  657.. 
Howson  Richard,  56. 
Hastings  Jonathan,  60. 
Heaegan  Thomas,  60. 
Haller  and  Lats,  102. 
Hasaid  Cbeneser,  123. 
Hawk  George,  152. 
Harrison  and  Cam|)ben,  163, 169. 
Handy  Geom.  and  otheiS|  163. 
Hussey  Paul,  168, 174. 
Haller  Heniy,  170. 
HewesJoaiah,  171. 
Hodge  Andrew,  178. 
Hasen  Moses.  187, 188, 234. 
Hottseadorf,  baron,  199,238. 
Hill  Thomas,  238. 
Hollingswortb  and  RaA,288. 
Hallet  James,  271. 
Hall  Lot,  418. 

Hopkinson  and  Wharton,  633, 651. 
HifghisJohaS.661. 
Irving  Thomas,.  1. 
Inhanitapts  of  Westmoreland,  Penn- 
qrlTaiua,26,40,77,475. 
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Fhiladelphiay  committiw  for  tranflaeting  ipecial 

busineai  at — 
leierances  and  direc- 
tions to  the,  11.  17, 

Hy  a,   24. 

produce  an  account  of 
their  rece  ipta  and  ex- 
pendituresy  d9. 
itores  and  provisioos  to  be  re- 
moved (torn,  94.  95. 
a4joitniaient  of  Ooomes  to  Lan- 
casteri  in  Pennsyivaaiai  froni 

JH). 
from  pooeaeion  of  the  enemy, 

meaaures  to  regain,  409. 
evacuation  by  the  enemy  of.  696. 
Conmresa  remove  from  lorktown, 
in  renneylvania,  to,  601,  616. 
Phi]|p#^eter,  a^inted  commissary  of  hides,175. 

his  resignation  accepted,  206. 
•Phoenix,  brig,  m.  Job  rieice, appeal  in  the  case 

of,  10, 28^  159. 
a  new  hearing  or- 
dered, 166. 
Phyucians-geDerml  of  the  hospital  to  ragulate 

the  practice  of  physic,  89. 

to  appoint  perM>ns  to  visit 

the  noepilals  in  the  middle 

deportment,  105. 

Pickering  Timothy,  elected  n  member  of  the 

new  board  of  war,  817. 
accepts   the    jippointment, 

342. 
Pierce  Job.  vt.  brig  PhsniXt  appeal  in  the  case 

of,  10. 28. 
Picot  William,  to  be  confined,  37. 
Pilots,  the  French  Kinadron  to  be  accommodated 

with,  617. 
Pinckney  Charles,  a  delegate  from  Sooth-Ca- 
rolina, 44. 
Pine  tanrtMr  growing  in  New-Hampshire,  lie.  to 
*  be  preserved,  864. 
Pittabug,  provi^ns  to  be  atored  at,  6. 

troopa  and  military  atores  to  be  aent 

to,  84. 
treaty  with  Indiana  to  be  held  at,  341, 

342. 
commiaaionera  appointed  to  meet  nt, 

341,342. 

and  the  weatem  frontiera,  oiBcer  to 

command   there,  how   nppointed, 

585. 
Plater  George,  a  delegate  from  Maryhmd,  409, 

517. 
and  others,  money  advnnced  to, 

582. 
Piatt  Ebenexer  S.  confined  in  Newgate ,  England, 

to  he  exchang|HJ,  239. 
money  advanced  to,  charged  to 
the  sute  of  Georgia,  S9. 
Plesaia,  Blona.  do,  recommended  as  a  captain  of 

artillerv,  94. 
appointed  brevet  lieot.  col. 

411. 
Polly,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  aloop,  54, 217, 

218. 
Poor  Enoch,  brigadier-general,  47. 

ordered  to  head-quarters,  212. 
Portail,  chevalier  do,  colonel  of  engineers,  191 . 

aaoney  advanced  to,  204, 

225,389. 
promoted,  836. 
Portuguese  snow  ana  cnrgo,  proceedings  rela- 
tive to  a,  548, 549, 632. 
Postage,  rate  of,  increased,  294. 
Post-master  ^neral  to  allow  additional  compcn- 
^*     to  hm  deputies,  89. 


Post-master  general  to  transmit  a  list  of  tbo 

names  of  persons  emploved 
in  his  department,  9, 10. 
money  advanced  to  the,  89, 

218,31;^. 

authorised  to  appoint  adcK« 

tiooal   sorvevora   of    th« 

\      post-office,  294. 

Post-maaters,  post-rioers,  lie.  exempted  from 

military  duQr,  123, 
PostH»fiice  department,  resulations  of  the,  43. 
Post-route  desiaoated,  29v. 
Potts,  Dr.  Jonatnao,  ordered  to  Ticonder^.  II. 

to  receive  medicines  troai 

Dr.  Stringer,  U. 
deputy  general  of  the  hoapi- 

hls-  conduct  approved  by 

Congress,  31o. 
money  advanced  to,  423,454, 
516,555,583. 
Preseot,  British  major-genefal,  information  of 

the  capture  of,  200. 
to  be  exchanged  for  general 
Lee,  494. 
President  of  Congress,,  money  adunnced  to,  244, 

303, 340, 470,  609. 

aothorisea  to  draw  bills 

of  exchange|265. 

■    John   Hancock   resigns 

as,  305. 

Henry  Laurens  elected, 

309. 
offera  hia  reaignation  as, 

371. 
consideration  postponed. 

371. 

Previous  questions  called  for,  225,  344, 419, 478, 

489. 496, 515,  580, 546, 593, 594, 620,  632. 

Provost,  Mrs.  passass  granted  to,  537. 

Price  and  Haywood,  balance  due  them  to  be 

paid,  70. 
money  advanced  to,  292. 
Oeorge,  money  advanced  to,  230. 
Priscilla,  schooner,  seises  and  takes  as  prise  the 
schooner  Rosanna,  168. 

of  war  removed  from  Baltimore  to 
Lancaster,  in  Penusyhra* 
nia,  1. 
proposals  for  the  exchange 
of,  2, 3, 55, 65, 150,  219, 
352,360,371,456,  457, 
481, 482, 494,  ASO,  562! 
to  be  supplied  with  pro- 
visions, 2. 
from  North-Carolinn,  sent 
to    Fredericktown,    in 
Maryland,  50. 
returns  to  be  made  of,  68. 
removed    from   Philadel- 
phia, 210. 
removed  from  Lancaster 
and  York  town,  Pennsyl- 
vania, 235. 
,   barracks  to  be  erected  in 
Virginia  for,  276, 277. 
taken  c»y  the  enemy,  inhn- 
manly  treated,  SS9, 413, 

414. 
taken  at  Sareto^,  resolve 
respecting  theirembarit- 
ation,  3fff. 
regulations  for  the  subsist- 
ence of,  3T7. 
measures  adopted  for  the 
relief  of,  414, 415, 416. 
not  to  be  inliaCM),  459. 
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for,  Iffi,  S34. 
Frohne  cnniag  md  iwearing  io  llie  ainj  pro- 
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Tkuaiu  Miffli 
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and  qDOtXedislI. 
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4S4. 
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lUdier 
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',  Mods,  de  la,  lieut.  coloDf 


tfjaam  appoinfed  U 

k  of  bTindien-geDcral,  bow  detenu 

«f  najorCaDipbell,  inquirr  iolo  hi*  c 

of  colancia  of  New-York  refimenls, 

Bcnled,  tit. 
otuacnt  Arnold  to  be  regntlted  bj 
Waihiagiaii,  336. 

of  the  anjclea  of  confederation^ 
611, 
of  ireuiei  with  France,  GSfi, 

on, 

lee  npplifld  ibe  MaijUad  mope,  33. 

nine  of  683. 
lim,  cobinel,  moiwr  adTanced  to,  30. 
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ca|ii.  inspcixkil  rrom  the  canii 


idoriln 


olKaina    leave  of    shKDCC, 
m,fi08. 
rivaneed  id,  353. 


pmbibileil  from  rnniing  marecoiD- 
muaODS  tind«r  Hau  nuilHirily, 

76.   Roheita  Wil1iiun,w 
tD  coIIhi  h  Torce  ro  aniwk  and  re-   Ralminen  Jacob,  money  aUTaateu  to,  «u. 

pel  the  enemy,  9fi.  iRoilney  Ccmr,  a  delegnte  from  Delaware,  413. 

iaqiiiry  inID  the  failure  of  a  la>e    Bne  James,  cuiniiiiMary-|eDeral  of  parcbowa  for 
expedition    ■gainst,    35!,   353,,     Ueoreia,*!?. 

370,  3TI,  373.    Rogere  Naihaniel,  appointed  major,  Ml. 
TMitiedhe  aniele*  of  cODfeden- ;  rev.  Williaai,  brigiide  cbanlaiD.fiBS. 

liOD,601,eil,61f-  [RDianna,  iicbi>onFr,andcarED,  sen ed  and  lakes 

tua  broagtit  fnxu  SooUi -Carolina,  la  ibe  '      a*  priie  by  the  Khoaner  Pnicilla,  163. 
Planunand,  UT.  ^  Ro«e  Ani«,a  denttcr,  pardoned,  350. 

isoD  Hull,  noiiey  adtancnl  to,  144.  Bora  Geo^e,  and  Co,  money  aJiaaced  to,  15, 

colonel,  bin  baiulion  lo  be  armed,  i  198,  t»9. 

ie7.'Itouerio  Armand  de  la,  m^ey  adionced  lo,  193. 
(o  certify  pay-rolls,  191.        ;  Rudolph,  Messrs.  bCo.moneyadtanccdio,  tG3. 
id  bnve  tlie  aid  of  tweoty    Hum  to  be  purchased  and  distributed  bbiobk  aol- 
lishl'horoe,  £17.  :      diers,  iu:.t63. 

an  WiUian,  continued    director  of    the    Rum^ey  BenJ.  •  delpgale  &0B  Mairlaiid,  45. 
obtaios  leaia  Of  atoence, 


Ion  John,  penaitled  to  go  to  New-Tork,  o 


k  Benjamin,  lurgi 


;;r' 


phyiici 


bis  rmsnation  accepted,  414. 
Jacob,  appointed  deputy  lecrelary  of  Con- 

reiiigni,'431.' 

his  resignaiion  accepted,  iSt. 
tiitsell  Nathaniel,  a|>poiaied   attorney  On  cd- 
lecling  coaimcnial  debts,  4ST. 


ly-Hook,  enemy's  fleet  sails  from,  KB, 

""    \ioiS,T'l7o!'    """""" 

to  Korth-Carolina,  9. 

to  he  oinde  under  die  direction  of  irenaral 

Sehnyler,  38. 
to  be  sent  lo  Ulster  connly,  New-Yoii,  US. 
to  be  iDiporied,  let,  SKI. 
-norkscucouraged,  164. 
New-Voik  to  be  furnished  «ith,  ICS,  166. 
to  b«  tnninponed  from  tbe  easlero  to  the 

middle  dinriel,  !99,35S. 
imported  in  >be  sloop  FennsylTaaUranner, 

how  dis(««td  of,  40t,  403,413,419. 
purebaied  in  North -Carolina,  tiow  disposed 

or,4<»,«M,  413,  419. 
taken  from  Thomas  Leamini,   to  be  paid 

atoga,  inteniion  of  the  eoeaiy  to  desttoy  ferry 
Wis  above,  9S. 


luylet,  Daajor-genertO,  direciiona  of ' 

->,  II,3fl,  86,33,96,  nil,  luo, 
lOli,  134,  14J,  199,  *I2, 


liis   dlsrespecifnl  leiicr 
proved,  iJB. 

a  dclL-gate  from  New-Tori,  77, 

144. 

inquiry,  at  hiv  requcit,  into  the 


id  confirmed,  194. 
I  maud  in  the  BOitha 
nt,  13S. 


relieved  in  his  cominaDd  by  gene- 
ral Gales,  312,  SI6. 

permitted  lo  attcDd  to  his  privaM 
affiiirs,  337. 
Scott  Charles,  brlgadirr-general,  70. 

hi>  rank  to  be  reiiulaled  by  gen. 
Washington,  356, 

his  commissioD   lo  be  called  in 
and  cancelled,  4S4. 
eapt.  Jane),  money  advanced  to,  t9. 
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Scudder  Nathaniel,  a  deli 
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Secret  committecy  reporU  from  ibe,  S,  S4,  119, 

140. 

dischaigedi  mod  committee  of 

commerce  eppointed,   188. 

(See  Commerce.) 

directed   to  aettle  and  cloae 

their  accounts,  IM. 

Secrataiy  of  Congreta,  his  office  regulated,  63, 

64. 

to  officiate  as  presidrDt 

aatil  a  choice  is  made, 

305. 
aUowance  to,  430, 431. 
«  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnaace,  ap- 

pointed, 395, 442, 570. 
his  salary  increased,  45S, 
453,^,590. 
to  the  eommittec  of  foreign  affairs  ap- 

poiated,  96. 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  his  pay  in- 
creased, 71. 
Selia  Antoine,  money  advanced  to,  41. 
Sallecs  Nalhan,  money  advanced  to,  534. 
SeneoA  leliiefs,  conference  to  be  held  with,  617, 

626. 
S«f«lBt  Jonathan  D.  a  delanse  from  New-Jer- 
sey, obtains  leave  of  ab- 
sence, 51,73. 
fvceives  a  challeiige  from 

Gunning  Bedford,  163. 
concessions  made  to,  166. 
to  assist  in  conducting  the 
trial  of  general  officers, 

431. 
Shallns  J.  deputy  eommissaiy-gcneral  of  pur- 
chases, money  advanced  to,  SG6. 
Shaw  Samuel,  suit  commenced  fay  Esek  Hop- 
kins against^  638. 
Sheldon^  cohmel,  pay  of  his  regiment  of  cavalry 

.estabbshed,67. 
Sheppard  Abraham,  cokmal  of  an  additional  bat- 
talion. 162. 
to  be  pmced  on  continental 
establisbment,  169. 
Sherimme,  brigantine,  appeal  in  the  case  of,  to 

be  re-heard  and  determined,  90. 
Sbermaa  Roger,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  S, 

446,  526. 
obtains  leave  of  afaoence,  182. 
John,  monsy  advanced  to,  S7^. 
ShippOB  William,  jua.  wumtmously  appointed 

director-general  of  the 
hospital,  87. 
money  advanced  to,  88, 
185,199,218,264,302, 
324, 357,  453. 
directed  to  attend  Con- 
gress. 394. 
hu  conduct  inquired  in- 
to, 497. 
SigAon  of  bills  of  credit,  names  of,  3, 5,  9, 11, 

20,  28,  90,  31,  36, 
•  36,  97,  .38,  39,  45, 

101. 
to  exert  themselves  to 
supply  the  treasuiy 
With  money,  25. 
Stms,  audor  Charles,  money  advanced  to,  193. 
Simpers  Thomas,  to  be  remanded  to  Cocil  coun- 
*    ty,  JMaiyiaml,  for  trial,  360. 
SoMllwood  WiUiam,  brigadier  general,  money 

advanced  to,  14,46. 
directed  to   co-operate   in 

soppreftsing  tofies,  30. 
to  promote  the  vecmiting 
sen'ice,  37. 


SmaUwood.Wiiliam,  ordered  to  the  emsttsdd 

Marylaad  nilita,136. 
directed  to  spprehesd  TW 
mas  White  ssd  Clatki 
CkNdon,490,fiM. 
hb  conduct  snirated  hj 
Congrem,  519. 
Smith  Jonathan  B.  a  dekf^  from  ftmfhi- 

nia,  54. 
rencns,  266. 
re-elected,  374. 
takes  his  seaL  975. 
Hiomas,  commissioner  of  hMMsfurPcii* 

sylvania,  3. 
William,  a  delegate  from  Maiylmd,  tt. 

Robert,  comm  issioner  of  aoco^n  far  Vir- 

giaia,  declines  acting,  106. 
Isaac,  and  otbe  rs,  nmoey  sdvivHl »,  23. 
lieut.  colonel,  honored  bv  Cosgrea,  311 
James,  a  delegate  fromPeaBflmsBiii,3Ii 
John,  money  ndvaaced  to,  9H. 
Josiah,  junior,   atmrncT  for  cottMiii 

commercial  debts,  427. 
colonel  Matthew,  resigas  UscHBaimM, 

454 
William,  a  commissioaer  if  ite  s»y 
board,  647. 
hia  resigaatioa  tcr^isd,€9B. 
Robert,  secretaiy  to  the  boM  of  mr 
and  orduanoe,  510. 
has  leave  to  resiga  tbs  iffoii- 
ment,  588. 
Somerset  and  Worcester  conaties.  mntud, 
tones  in,  to  be  aeiced  and  secsrsd,  90,31,S, 

97,»,W. 
South-Carolina,  to  purchase  sad  eotkct  pis- 

▼isions,  8. 
delegates  from,  4i,  49S,  «i 
money  advanced  to,  A^  9h 

to  be  reimbursed  expesKt  ti- 
tending  a  cosferBsee  m* 
the  Creek  ladiai*,  75. 
accounts  of,  tobeitttW,^ 
state  of,  considered,  tg. 
instructions  of  Cespvii  to, 

571 
ratifies  the  siticleiof  cosWe- 

ration,  606, 607,608, 614- 
information  to  be  gives  If  ■* 
governor  of,  618.        ._j 
Spain,  allowance  to  the  commissaoscr  anm*"* 

for  the  court  of,  544. 
Spencer,  mijor-g^nera],  his  resksslioo  xetf- 

eu,  ^m.  , 

amv»r-«««!»^5,2! 
coramsad  w  «**; 

Island,  in  the  iJaw/f. 

4<-'> 

rev.  £lihn,  chaplain  of  the  ho^i^  ^ 
Spies,  proceedings  relative  to,  43.  _.  .^ 
Spotawood,  colonel  Alexander,  moaeysdftfno 

to,  134. 
Congress  BOt  williB|»»7 


c^    the  renge*t>>* 


ssdhLo- 


12, 


Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
ratory  to  be  erected  at,  92. 
Stapleten,  Dr.  his  coo^t  mqnired  leiOv  ^^ 

.States  not  fully  represented  in  ^^"■*'**^^47i.' 
paper  money  oi;  to  be  called  is  ndmtl 

information  required  h9  Cewje**  * 
meamtfea  takea  by,  iOS,4i«. 


INDEX. 


Saiet,  dhrteiOB  of  the  votes  of,  oa  ooestioBs  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  241, 242, 268, 
260,  268, 273, 274,  276, 279,  280,  291, 
292, 904, 309, 325, 329, 362,  356,  393, 
399, 424, 429, 446, 449,  460,  477, 478, 
482,  483, 498,  504,  610»  615,  616,  517, 
619, 528, 530,  560,  587,  590,  593,  594, 

600,625. 
firopose  amendments  lo  the  articles  of 
«  confederation,  596, 600. 

Stark,  brigadier-geoeral,  iastructioBS  to  New* 

Hampshire,  in  the 

case  of.  232 

honored  by  Congress, 

252,  276. 

ordered    to    Canada, 

418. 
to  be  employed  under 
the  command  of  gen. 
Gates,  516. 
not    to    be    removed 
from   the   northern 
•  department,  560. 
Siatote  taws  of  the  several  states  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  Congress,  102,  480. 
Staunton,  in  Viiginia.   Israel  Pemberion  and 

others  to  be  sebt  to^  251, 257. 
St.  Clair  Arthur,  maior-geoeralj  45. 

oroAted  to  Ticonderoga,  72, 

109. 
to  head-ottarters,  210. 
permitted  to  attend  to  his  pri- 
vate nifairs,  327. 
Steel,  contract  for  the  manufacture  of,  406. 
and  nail  rods  to  be  sent  to  Albany,  11. 
Archibald,  depuQr  quarter-master  general, 

460. 
John,  money  advanced  to,  153 
Stephens  Adam,  niajor-i^neral.  45. 
Steubea,  baiva,  offers  his  services  to  Congress 

as  a  volunteer,  405. 
appointed  inspector-geo.  with 
the  rank  oi  major-gene  nil, 

539. 
to  be  fumished  with  two  horses, 

565. 
money  advanced  tov  620, 621 . 
Stevens  Richard,  money  advanced  to,  94. 

^pt.  of  artillenr,  appointed  brevet  ma- 

ror,142. 
col.  Edward,  resigBS  his  commission, 

4S3. 
his  resignation  accepted, 

425. 
Ebeneser,  brevet  Ueut.  colonel,  532. 
Stevenson  James,  money  advanced  to,  59, 386, 

563. 


Stewart,  col.  Walter,  money  advanced  io^  1. 

Archibald,  deputy  commissary-general 


of  issues^  218. 
his  resignation  accepted,223. 
Charles,  conunissaiy-general  of  issues, 

170. 
money  advanced  to,  274, 353, 

639. 
Stirling,  lord,  aj^ioted  iiu^r-general,45. 

his  applicadon  retadve  to  losseS| 
&c.  decided,  60. 
Stockton  Richard,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey, 

taken  prisoner  and  ignomi- 
nionsly  treated  by  the  ene- 
my, 3. 
proceedings     of     Congress 
thereon^  3. 
Stone,  colonel,  clothing  fumshed  bis  battalion, 

34. 
Stone  Tliomas,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  45, 

409. 
John  H.  money  advanced  to,  162. 
St.  Ouary,  baron  de,  measures  taken  for  bis 

release.  360. 
Stringer  Samuel,  director  of  the  hospital  in  the 

northern  department,    dis- 
missed from  public  service,?, 
ordered  to  deliver  medicines  to 

Dr.  Potts,  11. 
inquiry  into  medicines  bon^t 
for  the  northrrn  army  Iqr,  33. 
Subsistence  allowed  to  officers,  675. 
Substitutes  to  perform  militia  dfoty,  hire  of,  dis- 
couraged, 3b4. 
Snllivan,  general,  letter  from,  disapproved  by 

Congress,  190. 
recalled  from  the  army,  266, 

268. 
honorabW    acquitted   by    a    ' 
court  or  inquiry,  297. 
capt.  Ebeneser,  his  case  considered, 

494, 495. 
Sumner  Jethro,  recomroendatbn  of.  438. 
Surgeons  in  the  navy,  their  pay  ami  subsistence, 

196. 
general,   to  regulate  the  practice  of 
surgery  in  the  nospitals,  87. 
Sorveyors  of  the  general  post-ofice,  appointment 

of  additional,  x9^. 
Susquehannah,  survey  to  be  made  of  the  river, 

610. 
Swasey,  major j  his  resignation  accepted,  601. 
Sweers  Cornelius,  ordered  to  be  arrested  and 

confined,  597, 610, 627. 
Sykes  James,  a  delegate  from  Delavrara,  73. 


T. 


Talbnt  Silas,  appointed  major,  285. 

recommendedTto  general  Washing- 
ton, 285. 
money  advanced  to,  286. 
Tar  and  other  stores,  in  North-Carolina,  to  be 

resMved,  233. 
Taxation  pi^poeed  by  Congress  to  the  several 

states,  2iSl. 
Taxes,  money  proposed  to  be  raised  by,  846. 
Taylor  John,  major,  22. 

BMmey  advanced  to,  22. 
Oeorte,  moaejr  advanced  to,  23. 
Tasewell  Jwin,  continental  agent,  money  ad- 
vanced to,  179. 
bis  resignation  accepted,  479. 
Telfair  Alexander,  commissioner  of  accoaats 
for  Virginia,  declines  acting,  206. 


Telfair  Edward,  a  delegate  from  Geofgia,  623. 
Territorial  jurisdiction,  proceedings  of  Congress 

relative  to,  290.  304. 
Thankviving,  a  day  set  apart  for  a  general,  307, 

309,310,317. 
Thomson  Charles,  secretary  of  Congress,  al- 
lowance to,  430. 431 ,  444. 
Thorabury  Joseph,   wagon-master  general,  to 

have  the  rank  of  lieut.  colonel,  170. 
Tbomian  Matthew,  a  delegate  from  New-Hamp- 
shire, 26. 
obtsins  leave  of    absence, 

113. 
ThrooD  Josiah,  money  advanced  to,  28. 
Ticonderoga,  caunoo  to  be  provided  for  the  for- 
tresses at  and  near,  4. 


J 
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TiconUerogai  iron  howiucrt  lo  be  mouoteUand 

sect  to,  41. 

gen.  Gates  to  take  command  at,  66 . 

*  considered  as  part  of  the  noiiiieni 

department,  135. 

evacuated  by  advice  of  a  council 

ofwar,2(fe. 
inquiry  into  causes  of  the  evacua- 
tion of,  208,  210, 211,236,  237, 
238,  239,  241, 245, 243,384,431, 

631,587,597. 
measares  takes  for  the  reduction 

of,  314. 
woHfis  at,  to  be  demolished,  491. 
Tillinghast  Daniel,  money  advanced  to,  117, 121. 
Tiltoo,  Dr.  James,  to  take  chaise  of  soldiers  iu- 

noculated  at  Dumfries,  in  Virginia,  103. 
Tiverton,  attempt  of  the  enemy  on,  684. 
Tobacco  shipped  to  the  Farmers   General  in 
France.  357. 
purchasea  and  disposed  of,  an  aecoant 
to  be  rendered,  622. 
Tonyn  Patrick,  intercepted  letter  to  lord  George 

Germatne  from,  1. 
Tories  in  Somerset   and  Worcester  counties, 
Maryland,  to  be  seised  and  secured, 
30.31,35,37,96,100. 
in  Sussex  coumy,  Delaware,  proceedings 
relative  to,  96. 
Towson,eapt.  his  case  referred  to  the  delegates 
from  Maryland,  624. 
decided  by  Congress,  626. 
Trapier  Paul,  junior,  a  delegate  from  South- 
Carolina,  44. 
Treasurer,  continental,  directed  to  remain  in 

Baltimore  till  fartJier 

.order  of  Congre88,48. 

directed   to  remove  to 

Philadelphia,  2S2. 
his  services  to  be  com- 
pensated, 2S2. 
of  loans  appointed,  624, 625,  635. 
Treasury,  state  of,  considered,  9, 10,  Hi  12, 22. 
committee  of    the.     (See    jSoard  of 

Tnasttry.) 
bank  notes  for  lottery  prises  to  be  is- 
sued, 126. 
at  Baltimore,  measures  for  the  security 
of  the,  235. 
Treat  Maiachi,  physician-general,  87. 
Treaties  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
arrival  of,  535. 
considered  and  ratified  by  Congress, 

636,537;  538. 
instructions  relative  to  certain  articles 
in  one  of  the,  537. 


Treaty  of  peace  with  Great-BritaiD  disavQweci 
by  Congress,  344, 345. 
with  Indians,  at  Pittsboiig,  ■ntborned, 

677,  iPz, 
Trenton,  slatemeat  of  the  late  battle  at,  1. 

to  Bethlehem,  in  FennsylvaDia,  saorvs, 

&c.  y>  lie  removed  fiooi,  267,  SiiS. 
order  suspeadi^d,  ^S9. 
Troup,  major,  promoted,  ^76. 

RuVrt,  appointed  deputy  adjolavt-^ese- 
ral  in  the  nortluBni  depaflmcaiV 

declines  arcpptance,  675. 
Trumbull  Joseph,  coiumisBary-general,    Bsooey 

advanced    to,   3,  59,    lfl&, 

114,118,132,140,163,181, 

196,^13,  322,  473. 

ordered  to  repair  to  Phibdel- 

pb'ia,  99. 
arrives  at  Phiiad<>Iphia,  lOS. 
conference  with,  103. 
his  letter  of  resi^ation,  213. 
desired  to  continue  in  o&c^ 
until   new  regnlalkivs  are 
acted  on,  219. 
appointed  a  member  of  the 

now  board  of  vrar,  3fiS. 
resigns — ^his   reaigiiatMMi    ac- 
cepted^ 617. 
his  application  for  money  re- 
fused, 657.  « 
governor  of  Connecticnt,  inoaey  ad- 
vanced to,  17, 189. 
John,  deputy  adjutaat-eeaeral,  his 

reagnation  accepted,  ^. 

Jooathaa,  deputy  pay-master  gcacva I, 

his     canpeaeatiQa     ia- 

creased,  27, 28, 345. 

money  advaaoed  to,  28,82, 

100,  .116,  138,  176,  2tS, 

249,  270,  S71,  234,  291, 

340,  393,  426,  448,  464, 

4^532,590. 

settlement  of  his  aoconat» 

appcoved  aad  ooofimed, 

Tryal,  sloop,  application  relatiTe  to  the  aet  piv- 

ceedsof  the,  571. 
Tucker  Samuel,  eaptaia  in  the  navy,  59. 
Turner  Philip,  sni^geon-general,  Sf. 
Tuscany,'  commissioiier  to  the  court  c»f,  112. 

allowance  to,  542. 
Two  Brothers,  schooner,  appeal  in  the  case  of. 

125 


U. 


Unfinished  busioesa  of  Congress  to  b«  reported 
and  acted  on,  19, 21. 


Ulster  county,  in  New- York,  cattle  aad  salt  to 

be  sent  to.  111. 
United  Brethren,  representation  of  the,  553. 


V. 


Valcourt,  chevalier  de,  money  advanced  to,  230. 

Van  Dyke  Nicholas,  a  delegate  from  Delaware, 

73, 146,  423. 

Vaataasel  John  and  Philip,  statement  required 
bjr  Cbnj^ress  relative  to,  978. 

Varick  Richard,  deputy  mnster-DMttor  general, 

87. 

Venereal  disease,  deduction  from  the  pay  of  ofli- 
cers  and  soldiers  applying  for  cure  of  ue,  395. 

Vernon  William,  assistaat  to  the  marine  com- 
mittee, 117. 


Vessels  to  be  purchased  aad  armed  for  aenirt, 

59. 
of  the  enemy,  resrard  oflered  for  dealnv- 

ing  and  toking,  92. 
of  war,  blank  commissioBs  for  private, 
sent  to  France,  112. 
instruciioas    and   .commiasiotts 

for^  to  be  revised,  112. 
building  of,  suspended,  906. 
employed  by  William  Aylett,  penaitted 
to  sail,  134. 
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V'^eaaels  luid  prcHM^rw  in-tiie  river  Delaware  lo  be 
secured,  211. 
'  and  Koods  capUared,  ivkero  to  be  libel  led, 

419 
proclamation  of  Congress  relative  to  neu- 
tral, 648. 
Vienna,  allowaoce  to  the  commissioner  of  the 

Uuited  Sutes  at  the  coan  of,  642. 
Vieane,  marquis  de,  brevet  colonel,  625. 
Vinegar,  purchased  by  Virginia,  to  be  applied  to 

the  use  of  the  continentafaraiy ,  62i . 
Virgiuia,  encouragement  to  aeamen  to  serve  on 
board  ue  frigate,  4. 
to  send  troops  to  New-Jersey,  6. 
measures    taken    for    defence  of    the 

western  frontiers  of,  6.  • 

to  purchase  and  collect  provisions,  8. 
cavidry  to  be  on  continental  e&tablii»b- 
ment,  11. 
to  be  paid,  45. 
to  arm  the  second  and  seventh  batta- 
lions, 25. 
delegates  from,  2G,  S7,  223. 
artillery  regiment,  officers  of,  35. 
second  battalion  ordered  againsft  Mary- 
land insurgents,  35. 
troops  ord«*red  to  join  general  Wash- 
ington, 4$. 
western  frontiers  of,  expediuon  a^inst 
Indians  on  the>  53. 


Virginia,  expedition  against  the  westein  froar 
tiers  of,  suspended,  65. 

money  advanced  |o,  78,  237,  338,  465, 

471,508,589. 

executive  authority  of,  to  cause  a  niouu- 
nent  to  be  erected.  89. 

troous  to  be  furni»hea  with  clothing,]25. 

BeMjamiH  Harriiioa,  junior,  •  to  pay 
drafts  on  him  by  the  executive  ot, 

136. 

commissioners  to  audit  and  settle  the 
accounts  of,  208. 

to  be  furnished  with  four  bran  field- 
pieces,  236. 

militia  called  into  service,  236, 586. 

frigates  building  in,  to  be  guarded,  349, 

360. 
re-inlistment  of  soldiers  in,  351 . 
troops  allowed  money  i^  Ueu  of  cloth- 
ing, 377. 
frigate,  inquir}*  into  causes  of  the  loss 

of  the,  517,  518. 
ratifies  the  articles  of  confederation, 

606,614. 
information  to  be  given  by  the  ffovernor 
of,  617. 
Vigors,  capt.  and  other  British  officers,  not  al- 
lowed passports,  465. 
Vrecourt,  count  de,  appointed  engineer,  with 

,the  rank  and  uay  of  colonel,  89. 
Vrigaey,  capt.  de,  money  advanced  to,  230. 


w. 


11.'' 

it 


Wade  Francis,  his  conduct  as  commissary  invea- 
.tigated,  179. 
monev  advanced  to,  315. 
Wadsworth  Jeremiah,  deputy  commissary-gene- 
ral of  purchases,  170. 
rcAigns,  218,  222. 
appointed  commissary-gene- 
ral of  purchases,  507. 
money  aa  vanced  lo .  516, 595, 

622. 
Wales  Eleaaer,  commissioner  of  accoi>ot8, 427. 
Walker  John,  appointed  commissioner  to  treat 
with  Indians  at  Pittsburg,  391. 
required  either  to  accept  or  de- 
cline the  appointment,  401. 
W^alton  Geoqi^e,  money  advanced  to,  23. 

a  delegate  from  Georgia,  336, 

622. 
John,  a  delegate  from  Georgia^  622. 
Ward  Joseph,  commssary-gcneral  of  musters, 

87. 
Warrants  of  general  officers  for  money,  to  speci- 
fy the  particular  service  rendered,  124. 
Warren  James,  late  major-general,  his  memory 
honored  by  Congress,  28,  82, 

83. 
monument  to  \ye  erected  at  Bos- 
ton for,  82. 
his  eldest  son  to  be  educated  at 

the  public  expense,  83. 
late  pay-msKter  general,  allow- 
ance to,  70,  72. 
his  aecooAts  finally  settled,  and 

balance  paid  him,  141. 
assistant  to  the  marine  committee 
of  Congress,  117. 
Washington,  general,  directions  of  Congress  to. 

2,  3,  4,  15,  38, 39, 45, 
47,49,51,57,58,64,86, 
95.  100,  108, 109,  116, 
122,  125,  131,  140,149, 
IftO,  162,  200,206,212, 
^14,219,233,235,236, 


VVashington,  genenri,  directions  of  Congress  to, 

259,  264,  268,  269,  276, 
277,  293,  294, 313,  314, 
316,  321,  329,839,350, 
355,  356,  367,  36&,  368, 
375,  376,  387,  388,  390, 
403,  407,416,431,432, 
449,  453,  460,  465,  477, 
483,  494,499,518,526, 
.■>29,  535,  639,  547,  562, 
578,  587,  597,  608,  603, 

621. 
empowered  to  pardon  of- 
fences and  mitigate  pun- 
ishments, 141. 
Waterbur}',  brigsidier-geoeral,  bis  accounts  to  be 

scttled,'38. 
Waters  Daiuel,  eapt.  in  the  navy,  59. 
Wayne  Anthony,  brigadier-general,  47. 
Weaver  Jacob,  money  advanced  to,  29, 66, 181, 

196,275. 
officers  of  his  company,  29, 306. 
Webb,  capt.  Thomas,  considered  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  132. 
colonel,  his  resignation  accepted,  487. 
Weedon  George,  brigadier-general*,  47. 

his  commission  to  be  called  in 
and  cancelled,  483, 484. 
Wentworth,  governor,  intercepted  letter  from, 

61. 
John,'  a  delegate  from  New-Hamp- 
shire, 561,  573. 
West,  major,  application  to  Congtpesi  i&  behalf 
of,  19. 
referred  to  the  state  of  New-Tork, 

19. 
Westmorehuid,  Penn.  troops  to  be  stationed  in, 

480,481,600. 
officers  of,  599. 
Weyman  Edward,  o«.  Georg«  Arthur,  appeal  in 

the  caseof, 263. 
Wharton  Carpenter,  money  advanced  to,  4,  14, 

58,  76,  93. 


W^rtti  CupMNT,  hia  ifpliEAtigB  fbrB^ 


Hud,  9e. 
■Btgaiinai  bm 


_     cxhibiud  aniM 
kim,  179. 
ilitMted  to  nttle  kk  k- 
caaim,  110. 
Whtaitobt  nnond  frui  DacbcH  oooan,  be. 
i.N.w-Yort,  lli,Ui. 
ia  IhcDCifUMriioiM]  of  ToAbwb,  Pbu- 
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